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I HATE beet) induced to publish the following volumes from a 
conviction that tlio documents contained in them would not only 
illustrate the charmto of Loud (.'oun-wallts, but would also throw 
much light ii{K)]i the history of his liimu Jlis military and 
political curt'.c)' cxt<nHLs from 177d lo LSOo, and cmbratjcs many 
most inijKJiiaiit events. Jhs was <‘Ttgag(^d in the Ameriean War 
from I77d to 1781, aful during tho Ittst two years held mi iiido- 
pondoiit command in the only rjuarter when^ iwiho opcirutiouB 
were carried on. Ho was twicu^ ttovermn'-Geiic^ral of India. 
During liis first administration, whidi lasted from l,78d to 1703^ 
ho was engagesd for upwards of twf) years in the Mysore war, and 
promulgated his revenue, judicial, and police regulations, which, 
with some moflOlcatiouB, are still in foieo tlirooghout the Presi- 
dency of Bengal. *!ro him Avas entrusted the duty of oflccting 
that most important, but rliflicult measure — the Union between 
Great* Britmin and Ireland; and a little later ho was charged with 
the task of restoring tranquillity to Europe by completing the 
peace of AmiouB. 

Even if the limits to which a preface must bo confined per- 
mitted me, I should not be disposed here to discuss the conduct 
and moasiiros of Lord Cornwallis; nor, indeed, have I thought it 
fit to enter at all on that subject, but 1 have been satisfied with 
printing his own letters and despatches, with some of those 
addrcfisod to him, either interesting in themselves or uQAioBnmj 
to explain the coni.ext To these I have added oecuHiorially a 
few paragraphs or pages when the narrative app(iarc3d incomplete. 

The great length of many of the doeuiiiontB has c-ompoilod m# 
to print in an Appendix most of the military dospatclios from 
America and India, and numerous other important letters and 
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miniites. Anaoug these will be found the details of the surrender 
of York Town, and the paper's relating to the Zemindar settle- 
ment, which are peculiarly interesting. 

With respect to the orthography, I have, in the letters, retained 
that of the several writers. In those parts of the work for wkich I 
am responsible, I have, in regard to the spelling of Indian proper 
names and words, followed the advice of those whose opinions are 
of very high authority ; and as many of the Indian terms may not 
be familiar to English readers, I have added a short Glossary. 

My principal labour has been to furnish short biographical 
notes on the various persons whose names occur in the letters and 
despatches. These I have endeavoured to make as complete and 
accurate as I could. 

But among the many thousand dates given numerous errors 
have, I fear, crept in. Some have been corrected in the errata 
prefixed to each volume, others have doubtless escaped cletccitiom 
Nor can I implicitly rely on the works to which I have refini’cd 
for such information, as, most certainly, many inaccuracies exist 
in them. Eor instance, Collins’s Peerage, the Gentleman’s, E!!iro- 
pean, and Scots Magazine, each give a different date for the death 
of Lady Mary Duncan. Three, at least, of these, perhaps all 
four, are wrong, though the Magazines were published within one 
month of her decease. The books winch I have consulted are 
far too numerous to he particularised here-— Annual liegiBters,, 
Magazines, Peerages, Biographical Dictionaries, P ranch and Gor-^ 
man as well as English (the latter being by far the most imper- 
fect), Encyclopedias, individual Biographies, and an immense 
number of Memoirs, Pamplilets, &c., &c., relating to those times. 

The MSS. to which I have had access are : — 

1st. The family papers now at Audley End, comprising L A 
collection of those relating to the American War, for tlio most 
part imperfect, but tolerably complete for the years 1780 and 1781. 
2. An almost entire series of papers connecjtod with the first 
Indian administration of Lord Cornwallis, including upwards of 
two hundred confidential communications between the Governor- 
General and the Secret Committee, the Court of Directors, and 
Mr. Dundas (none of the latter having over before been pub- 
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lisliodjj and above a thousand jjrivatc letters addressed to Lord 
Cornwallis. 3. The whole of the despatches \ratteii from Amiens^ 
with the exception of alx)Ut the last ten. 4. Originals or drafts 
of letters writtcm by or to the diflbreiit in embers of tlio Eoyal 
Family. 5. Some iniscellanooas j^apors of various dates. 

2ridly. More tliaii four luindrcd letters wTititm between the 
years 1782 and 1805 to my father, with wliora Lord Cornwallis 
kept up the closest cor!’esponfleuf*e, broken only wiien they were 
in diuly, or almost daily, intfneourso. Tiicse fiontain his private 
soiiiimenls, as couimunicatod 1o an intinmto fruaid, and are very 
iiiita’csl ing. 

3r(li}a ilie papers ui ilir‘ indijt 1 r{nis<\ (‘onsistiug oi‘ more ilia, n 
niiH' Imndred volmm^s, IVerly p!ar<*d at my disposal by thc^ kindness 
of the Chairman a, ml the (hurt of Direetors; and ofliai Srvret 
1 )c\spa,tc‘hes, for fh(‘ use orwliieh I liaveuollmnk Mr. V«‘rnon Smith, 
th<5 Fresidmit of the, Hoard (>fC!(mfroh 

•l(hl 3 U Thf‘ <ioeuim*nts in tla^ Ht ale- Pape r Ofljee. f^oino belong 
to Uie Seerelajy of >Stale for the Coloahis; others, perhaps the 
most maie.riaJ, relate to the Pnion, ami to these, !io person had 
previiMtsiy laam allowed aeees,s. I am, tlierelbn% lualer great 
obliga.iions to tlie HfW'(U*al 8e<uidari(ss of Hlat<,^~*Lrints (darendon, 
Fanmure, and tfolm JhiKseih uml Mir (George (inj, lUKler whose 
eontrol these papers worc—for permission to exasnine and eepy 
tlu‘ paptO’S ladoiiging to tlnir roKjiee.tivo dipart merits, (niJier in the 
MiHt<s.Pa|H*r Clliec^ or in Downing Mfrei*t ami Ihill Mali 

riihly. The papers jirosorved in Dublin Castle.^ To thesr? I 
obtained iinrcHtrictcai access through tlui kindin^ss of the Earl of 
Mi (lonnims, during hii Lord-iioutemuKy. I^uaigh a largo num- 
her of viilimblo documents still exist, inaBy have been irretrievably 
owing to the iiogh^cfc cT furrma" years; but the wdiole eollcjc- 
iioB is innv well arranged. 

* A Hr|ti"aivtt ill tlw Atln*fi,'innu hjf mttur wtw ItuU tHnSviiraiitly dentarp'il 
|■•Vln IHAip ht'diiit!: that within l!ui last fnw Bui an hitfiifioiiiii do.XriirtioiM'Vi'r tooK* 
yiiu'?n niuuy fMilhiisitUI niid KPtsvl pnp«m In 1S41 all limti**muiJH‘<iw«‘ntw(vfetc4ie“ 
!u Inthlliieasihshafi h«;oi(h'iitrt>ynd fully urrangisl, and }»«i8urt» 1$ now 

liy nrtl*‘r of the Ii'ihIi thwo’iimmit. It h tnw u<U»ptOfl ihr thOr futua^ inwirvatiuiu 
tfittt fi'om Hift «fgh«<'te4 iitatf* in wliidn fur a Tlui ahovn m nsmie («ii the h»i 

fif tlwti*, thewa pip'w had hem inU, pohsiblc authority, 
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(iikly« J jet ween forty and fifty MS. volumes in tlie library of 
tlic Iloyal rnstitatioii, for tlio use of wliicli I am indebted to tlie 
kiiuliK^ss of tlie scen^tary, tbo Eev. John Barlow. Tbeso volnmes 
arc part of Lord I)orclu*ster^s papers, and contain many desjjatclios 
relative to the Aiiicricau War, no copies of which exist in the 
Btate-raper Office. 

7t]ily. rrivaio papeu's and letters in the possession of various 
individuals, who have most cordially gi’antecl me permission to 
exa.miuo and make use of them. To my applications for such 
favours I have only met with one refusal, and that from a quarter 
wliert^ I Imd every reason to unticipatc a diflbrent answer. 

Amonp^ the valuable sources of information thus freely opened 
to me I must meiiiion the Hpetujor, ITarclwiclve, Sydney, and 
Ihdvilhi papers. Many other collections have been as cordially 
submitte<l in iny inspc‘ctJon, 1)ut upon investigation it appeared 
thiit smL documents as miglit have thrown additional light on 
the history of thoso times, and especially of the Union, had been 
purposidy dostroy(.Ml. hkn- instance, after a search instituted at 
Wei beck I>y tli(3 kindness of the Duke of Portland, it was ascer- 
tained llmi 1at{j ,1 hike had burnt all his fathc3,*’s political papers 
from 17811 to his death, in like manner, the Clmucellor Lord 
Clare, Mr. Wickham, Mr. King, Sir Herbert Taylor, Sir Edward 
Littlehalos, Mr. Marsdon, ihe^ Knight of Kerry, and indcaKl almost 
all th(i pc'*rsotiB oflieially (*x)Ucorncd in carrying the Union, appcjar 
to Imvi'^ destroyed the wlnde of their papers. Mr, Marsden, !y 
'whom many of IIkj arraugomonts were coiududed, loft a M.S. book 
Cfadaining iuvahialdo details, wdiicli was burnt only a few years 
ago by h.s tlnm possessor. The destruction of so many valuable 
doeiiiiniils r(‘sp(ad3'ng important transa.<dioTis cannot l>nt be re- 
gard, chI, as a serious loss to the politj(‘3d history of thoso times. 
Lord Normaiiton, Lord Donouglnnoro, and a lew others who had 
fortimatoly retaimf-d some original letters, &c., have , kindly alb wed 
mo to make use thorn. Lord Teigamouili, Hir Ahaaiider 
Makt, and Mr, IL IL llobinson have must obligingly sent mo the 
papers of their rospoctivo fathow, relating of course to the Indian 
portion of this work 
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I liaye obtained much iiiformatioii from the British Museum^ 
where my researches haye been most kindly and effectually aided 
by Mr. Jones^ the Curator of Printed Books^ and by every gentle- 
man in that establishment to whom I had occasion to apply. The 
Committee of the Atlienseiim have likewise been good enoiigii to 
allow me access to a considerable collection of pamphlets^ &c.^ 
referring to Irish aflairs. 

In many cases I hayo applied to indiyidnais for particulars 
respecting their own families oi* those of their friends^ and I innst 
bear testimony to the inyariable kindness with ^vhidi such appli- 
cations have been received and answtjred, — often, ] iear, at miioli 
trouble to my cor respondents, fireatcr (iiilhmlty lias juitnrally 
been experienced in r(‘gai*d to foreign ruinilif^s, but <m tin's point 
my researcln^s have beiiii faidlitatml by llu‘ courtesy o!' tin) several 
British Mhusitu's abroad, and }>y ihci assistance of the public 
authorities on th(‘- Conthienb (‘sp(M‘ially that (d (hunt Ijiiol, who 
has furnished me wi'tli various dates in relei’ence to Gerinan 
families, which 1 had not been able to obtain from other quar- 
ters. 1 have also derived important usslstaiifu^ from IVofossor 
Wilson, -who has examined thc^ proof-slunds ndatiug to India, and 
has kindly given inti the Ixmetlt of his Ihonmgh knowledge) of 
Indian allairs, MV. Frinsiq), Jikinvise, whose a.eqnainta;iico with 
that country is most i^xlermive, hjis, besides tJio oflieial aitl he (amid 
afford as a Director, given mo many valuable suggestions. My 
rosearches among tlu? papers in Dublin Ousile bavo been inliiciriaily 
aidtjd by Colonel Lareom, the UndoiHScau’etary, and Hir Bernard 
Burke, who have also obtained for me information from other 
sources. But it would bo impossible for me ad{V|uately to thank, 
or even to enumorato, all to whom i an> iiuhdded for the materials 
necessary to the completion of my work ; and I must thoreforo 
content myself with a general but imporfect aeknowlecigment of 
tladr varioiis Rorviccs, aamoBtly entreating all who havc^ in any 
way aided ino, to believe that I most gi^atofiilly a|'ipr(jcdato tJmir 
courtf^sy and kindncHs. 

I cannot, however, conclude without Rpcaking of one, from 
whom I originally ree<3ived encouragement to commence this 
work, by whose counsel and advice I have often proited during 
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its progress, and for wliose a23probatioii I liad lioped on tlie con- 
clusion of 107 labours ; but this Loj^e lias unhappily not been 
realized. I allude to the late Lord Braybrooke, whose death took 
place while these sheets were going through the press, and I shall, 
I am sure, be forgiTen for taking tin's occasion to oxj^ress my 
sincere regard and attachment for one with whom for upwards of 
thirty years I have been so nearly connected. 

OflARLES llOm. 

London, Jidy, imS. 

Subsorpicntly to jadiititig tlie al)ove, the? JlarcjuLs of 1 -lansdowmo 
discovei’ed among the papers at Bowood, some additional lelters 
addressed to his father by Jjord C!ornwallis- ddiosc weri* imnaMli- 
ately offered to me, and foi* this, and many other acts of kiii(lin‘SR, 
I have to retmn him my sinceni thanks. As th(3 letters in rjiiestioii 
could not bo inserted iu lladr proper idaccs, they have been printed 
together at the end cdHhe brd volume. 
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A Ediiioii luiviiig boeu very stKldcnly called for, I liave not 
bad tiiuc io iiiak(3 siicli a revision of ibis 'work, us I slionld have 
wishtsd. T lia.V(‘ tlaaN^fon^, }M*eii fWiged to (‘()nieat iuys<‘lf with 
insert iiig sou H3 misplaced !eth‘rs in their proper ])!u(a*s, eorreetiiig 
the errors 1 ha,vo diseovend, a.nd iidrodindrig iVesli iidormaiiou 
iiiio maspy oflln'^ Ihographieal 'Xoti‘s. Soim^ very few letters iuivc 
been added : among tlumi are oij(‘, (>r two kindly Kuppliinl by tin* 
Knight (jf Km*ry, wliose fat.her’s paiHS's I had erroneously l)een led 
to believ<^ laid been destroyed. I slnmld add that owing to tin*, 
rupiclity with whmli these sheets Iiave be(*n printeal, 1 Imve boon 
conipe]lt*d to trust to tin* printer only for correriing the Frcm 
I must fuiec'. more express my warmest tha.nks to all those, who 
have S(» kindly aiTordtid mo their uBsistauee, and without whose aid 
many more (hdicimndeB must liave (^xIsIchL 


(,1fAliL.ES liOHH. 


Lotnim^ AprU^ 1 850 * 
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Abkarey, excise. 

Abwab, itemy cess. 

Adawlbt, court of justice. 

Adawlut, Dewanny Sudder, chief civil 
court. 

Adawlut, Maal, court of revenue. 
Adawlut-Nizamut Sbddee, chief criminal 
court. 

Altbngha, a royal grant. 

Arrack, a strong spirit. 

Aumeen, an agent, a commissioner. 

Agmil, a revenue officer. 

Adrung, a factory. 

Batta, allowance to troops. 

Bazar, market. 

Begah, a measure of land — one-third of an 
acre. 

Begem, a lady of rank, a princess, 
Berkendosses, a matchlock-man. 
Bijstjarries, an itinerant dealer in gi'ain. 
Brahmin, one of the religious order of the 
Hindus. 

Canongoe, village registrar. 

Cash, a Madras copper coin. 

Caste, class, a social distinction. 

Ohokie, a police or custom station. 
CEfOBDRiB, head man of a trade. 

Chgnam, lime, mortar. 

Chout ) a fourth of revenue imposed by 
Chouth j the Marathas. 

Chowbry, same as Choudrie. 

CiRCAR, a province, applied also to the chief 
government. 

Crore, 100 lacs — 10 millions. 

Barogah, head of police. 

Bbwan, financial officer. 

Bewanny, collection of public revenue. 
Boobie, a litter. 

Broog, a fort, a hill fort. 

BotSAsa, a native intei*pretor. 

BorbaR,' court, audience. 

Btotuc®:., a Custom-pass, a peimit. 

Fetwah, dictum of a Mohammedan law- 
officer. 

FoujbaRRY, criminal juri^ction. , ; 

FooteBAB, police magistrate. ' i 

Fu'S8I1.t (year), the harvest yeav, minus the I 
A.t>. by 502 ; 1858 a Fasti 1266. I 


I Ghaut, a landing-place, a mountain-pass. 

I Gold Mohttr, a gold coin, value about 
thirty-two shillings. 

Gomeshta, an agent. 

Gunge or Gunj, a store-house, a mart, 
especially for grain, where a compulsory 
tax was often levied by the Zemindar, oh 
whose land it was situated. 

Haut, a fair, a market, 

Hircarraii, a messenger, a spy. 
Hustabood, rent-roll. 

Jaedad, a grant for maintenance. 

Jaguire, a grant for military service. 
JuMMA, total income or revenue. 

Jungle, forest, a place overrun with bushes, 
a thicket. 

Kesaus, lex talionis. 

KhaIwSA, exchequer, government treasure or 
land. 

Khas, special, noble. 

Khelaut, a dress of honour. 

Kuist or Kist, revenue instalment. 
ICiLLEDAR, commandant of a fort. 

Lac or Lack, 100,000. 

Lakerage, exempt from tax or revenue. 
Lascars, native sailors, tent-pitchers, &€. 
Loot, plunder. 

Malguzarry, payment of revenue. 
Mokuddim, head of a village. 

Monsoon, season, rainy season. 

Moulavie, a Mohammedan teacher, a man 
of learning. 

Mundul, head of a village. 

Kato^} ^ ^ viceroy. 

Kaib Nazim, the deputy governor. 

Nazim, a governor, a viceroy. 

Nizam, a governor, a viceroy. 

Nizamut, criminal administration, 

Nuzzer, present from an Inferior, 

Paddy, rice in the husk. 

Pagoda, Hindu temple, also a gold coin. 
Pagodas, lac of, 100,000 pagoda coins, 
about 16,000/, 

Paroabry or FansARI, a druggist, 

Fasban, a watchman. 
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Pat WAN, an athlete. 

Pergunnaii, a province, division of a zola, 
Perwannah, a pass, a passport. 

Peshcush, tribute. 

Pettah, town adjacent to a fort, 
Polygar, petty chief in the Dakkin. 
Pundit, a learned Brahmin. 

Pyke, a foot-soldier, or militia man. 


SillAS, Mohammedans holding the Khalifs 
before Ali to be usurpers. 

Silver fanams, small silver Madras coin. 
SooNiES, Mohammedans maintaining the pre- 
ference of the three first Khalifs to AH. 
SouBAH, a province, a %uceroyalty. 


Kaja or Kajah, Hindu prince. 


Rakdabby 
Read A BY 


Rahdari, transit duty, tax for 
keeping roads in order, a pass- 
port. 

Rissalas, a troop of horse. 

Rupee, silver coin, formerly exchanged at 
2s. 6c/., now 2s. 

Rupee, Argot, Madras silver coin. 

Rui^ee, Sicca, Bengal silver coin. 

Ryot, peasant, cultivator. 

Byotwab, tax or revenue levied on actual 
cultivators. 


Sayeb duties, miscellaneous duties and 
customs. 

Sepoy, native soldier. 

Shasteb, Hindu Scriptures. 


Talook, an estate. 

Talookdar, holder of an estate. 

Teitseeldab, native collector of revenue. 

Teiiseeldary settlement, settlement of 
a collectorate. 

Tofakzes (Company of), uath^e troops, 
especially Portuguese and half-castes. 

Vakeel, ambassador, agent. 

Vizier, minister. 

Zemindar, landholder. 

Zillah, a province, the jurisdiction of a 
superior judge. 

ZiMMT, one living under security or pro- 
hiction, especially m infidel enjoying tolera- 
tion under a Mohammedan government. 
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0f C0nTtoiini:s. 

From fFe Eecords of the College at Arms, Wills, Registers, and other Authorities. 


THOMAS CORNWALLIS, Sheriff of London, 1378 ; ob. Jan. 4, 1384. 

From him descended in the 7th generation-— 

; Frederick, created a Baronet May 4, 1627, and Baron Cornwallis of Bye April 20, 1661, oh. Jan. 7, 1002. 


Elizabeth, d. of Sir John Ashburnham, of Ashburnham. ^ . 

Charles, 2nd Lord Cornwallis, ob. April 13, 1677 j Margaret, d. of Thomas Playsted, Esq., of Arlington. 

1st, Elizabeth, d. of Sir Stephen Fox, Bart, y Charles, 3rd Lord Cornwallis, ob. April 29, 1698 = 2nd, Anne, Duchess of Bnccleugh, and widow of Janies, Duke of Monmouth. 
Charles, 4th Lord Cornwallis, oh. Jan. 19, 1722 =p Lady Charlotte Butler, d. and sole heir of Richard, Earl of Arran. 

Charles, 6th Lord and Isi Earl Cornwallis, ob. June 23, 1762 y Elizabeth, d. of Charles, 2nd Viscount Townshond. 


CHARLES, 2nd Earl and 
1st Marquis Cornwallis, 
ob. Oct, 5, 1806. 


Jemima Tiileken, d. of 
Col. James Jones. 


James, Bishop of Lichfield and : 
Coventry, b. Feb. 25, 1743 ; ob. 
Jan. 20, 1824 ; Succeeded as 
4th Earl, Aug, 9, 1823. 


Catherine, d. and ultimately 
coheir of Oalfridus Mann, 
Esq., of Linton. 


Henry, 

b. Sept. 10, 1740 ; 
ob. April, 1761. 


William, Admiral of the 
Red, h. Fob. 20, 1744; 
ob. July 6, 1810, unm. 


Charles, 2nd and last 
Marquis Cornwallis, 
ob. Aug, 9, 1823. 


: Lady Louisa, d. of Alexander, 
4th Duke of Gordon, and 
coheir of George, 5th 
Duke of Gordon. 


Mary, b. Jime 28, =;= Mark Singleton, 
1769 ; ob. May Esq. 

26, 1857. 


1st nx. Maria Isabella, 
d. of Francis Dickens, 
Esq. 


Jane = 
b. Oct. 6, 
1798 ;ob. 
Sept. 28, 
1856. . 

p Bic&, 

3rcl tori 
Braybm^b^^^ 
ob. Mar^. , ' 
13, 1858. 

I 

Louisa, 

b. Feb. 24, 1801. 

Jemima, = 
b. April 24, 
1803 ; ob. 
July 2, 1856. 

= Edward 
Granville, 

3rd Earl of 

St. Germans. 

Mary, =p - 
b. Nov. 
17,1804. 
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Charles 

Ross, 

Esq. 


Elizabeth, 
b. Jan. 16, 
1807. 


: Jamiw, 5th Earl == 
Cornwallis, 
b. Bopi 20, 1778; 
ob. May 21, 1852, 
wbcri all tlie titles 
bocaj^^^nct. 


2nd iix. Laura, 
d. of William 
Hayes, Esq. 
3rd ux. Julia, 
d. of Thomas 
Bacon, Esq. 


Horace, 
h. Mar. 27, 1780, 
ob. Feb. 6, 1799, 
unm. 


Five 

daughters. 


Elizabeth, 
b. Mar. 5, 
1774; 
ob. Jan. 24, 
1813, 
unm. 


Henry and Fbedemok, 
died young. 


1. Richard 
Cornwal- 
lis, now 
4th Lord 
Bray- 
brooke, b. 
March 17, 
1820. == 
Charlotte, 

. d. of Hec- 
tor, 3rd 
Earl Sr 
Norbury. 


2, Mirabel 
Jane, b. 
April 6, 
1821. 

3. Louisa 
Anne, b. 

. July 18, 
1823. =;= 
Sir Henry 
Mervyn 
Vayasour, 
Bart. 


4. is 


I [ 1 I I I^Blanohe, 

1. a dan. b. June 6, 

stillborn, ob. July ^ 

1854. 14, 1854. 

2. Oathe- 2. CoN- 

f BINE Eli- stance, b. 

ZABETH, March 16, 

bl Aug. 8, 1856, 

1865. 

3. a son, still- 
born, 1856. 

4. Mart Isabella, 
b. dam 21, 1858. 

5. _ ,a son^' stillborn, Jan. 1859. 


4. Ohables 
Cornwal- 
lis, b. 
Aug. 29, 
1823. — 
Florence, 
d. of Corn- 
wallis, 3rd 
Viscount 
Hawarden. 

5. Henry 

Aldwobth, 

b. Oct. 25, 

1824; 

killed at 

Inker- 

naann, 

Nov. 5, 

1854. 


6. Latimer, 
b. April 
22, 1827. 
=Lucy, 
d. of John 
Le Mar- 
chant 
Thomas, 
Esq. 


7. Lucy 
Georgina, 
b. Dec. 2, 
1828. =;= 
Hon, and 
Rev. Ar- 
thur Sa- 
vile. 


8. Grey, b. 
Oct. 15, 
1830, ob. 
Nov. 11, 
1854, of 
wounds re- 
ceived at 
Balaclava, 
Oct. 25, 
1854. 


1. Louisa 
Susan 

OOENWAT.- 

Lis, b. Dec. 
17, 1825. 
= Hon. 
and Rev, 
Walter 
Fonsonby. 


1 . a son, 
b. and d. 
April 3, 

1854. 

2. Henry, 
b. July 11, 

1855. 

3. Grey, 
b. Dec. 4, 
1857. 


1. Eliza- 
beth Jane, 
b. Sept. 28, 

1853. 

2. Mirabel 
Anne, b. 

Dec. 8, 

1854. 

3. Alethea 
Maude, b. 
Mar. 11, 

1856. 

4. Grey 
Henry, 

b. Feb. 23, 
1858, ob. 

Apr. 16, 1858. 


I I M M 

1. Edward, 
b. March 1, 
1851. 

2. Maria, b. 
June 4, 1852. 

3. OyrilWal- 
TBB, b. Sept. 
8, 1853. 

4. Granville, 
b. Sept. 13, 
1854. 

5. Arthur 
Cornwallis, 
b.Jad.8,1856. 

6. Ethel Je- 
mima, b. 

April 8,1867. 


2. Edward John 
Cornwallis, 
Lord Eliot, 

b. Apr. 2, 1827. 

3. Granville 
Charles Corn- 
wallis, b. Sept. 
9, 3828, killed 
at Tnkermann, 
Nov. 5, 1854. 

4. William 
Gordon Corn- 
wallis, b. Dec. 
14, 1829. 

5. Ernest Corn- 
wallis, b, April 
28, 1831, ob. 
Jan. 16, 1832. 

G. Elizabeth 
Harriet, b. 
Aug. 24, 1833, 
ob. Mar. 16,1835. 

7. Henry Corn- 
wallis, b. 

Feb. 11, 1836. 

8. Charles 
George Corn- 
wallis, b. Oct. 


1, Louisa 
Isabella, 
b. Jan. 25, 
1820. =;= 
James 
Whatman, 
Esq., M.P. 
West Kent. 


. UN 

1. Mary 
Eliza 
Cornwal- 
lis, b, Jan. 

19, 1852. 

2. FmLEN 
Philippa 
Louisa, 

b. June 18, 

1854. 

3. Florence 
Emma Je- 
mima, b. 

Apr. 30, 

im. 

4. Louisa Elizabeth, 
b. Aug. 24, 1858. 

IH, IBS9. 


2. Ijharles 
Cornwallis, 
b. Apr. 6, 
3827, killed 
before, Sebas- 
to|>ol, Atig. 
31, 1865. 

3. At.exander 
Hbnbt, b. 
Oct. 21, 1829. 

4. Mar^ Je- 
mima, b* June 
30, 1833. 


ChAEI/ES 
James, 
Viscount 
Brome, 
b. Dec. 17, 
1813, ob. 
Deo. 27, 
1836, V, p. 
unm. 


Jemima, 
b.Jan. 25, 
1807, ob. 
Deo. 17, 
1836. 


: Charles 
Wykeham 
Martin, 
Esq., M.P,, 
of Leeds 
Castle. 


JtJLIA 

Mann, 
b. July. 2, 
1844. 


Philip, Fiennes, Coen- Maria, 

b.Jan. 18, b. Nov. 1, wallis, b. July 
1829. 1831, b. Juno 10, 6, 1836. 

1833, 



CORRESPONDENCE 

OF 

MAEQUIS CORNWALLIS. 


CHAPTEB I. 


*3 he Col'll wallis family — Birlh of Lore! Brotne — Bnterf? the army — Goes to 
the Military Academy at Turin — Description of academical life — Early 
service in Germany — Elected M.P, for Eyo — Succeeds to the earldom ■ — ■ 
Marriage — His conduct in i^arliamont — Opposes the scheme for taxing 
the American colonies Attacked hy dtmius Eniharks for America — 
Returns to England — Death of My CornwaUis — Kesumes his command 
in America — K.O., and Governor-General of India — Master-General of the 
Ordnance — Again Governor-General — Lord-Lieutenanf and Commander-in- 
Ohief in Ireland — Negotiates the Peace of Amiens- — A third time Governor- 
Genoral — His death at Gliazepoor, 

The family of Comwallys, or Oornwaloys, for the name seems to 
have been, spelt either way, was of some importance in Ireland in 
early times.* A younger son, Thomas, established himself ip liondon, 
and was Sheriff of the City in 1378. He bought considora|^ estates 
in Suffolk; and his son John added to them Brome, near Eye, 
which then became the principal family residence. Both John and 
his eldest son, Thomas, represented the county in Parliament ; and 
several members of the family took, on various occasions, an active 
part in public affairs. In' 1553 Sir Thomas Comwallis> 9th possessor 
of the ^states, hut only 6th in descent from Thomas, was greatly 
instrtiment|l in suppressing the insurrection of Sir Thomas Wyatt. 
For this semoe he made a Pri^ Councillor and treasurer of the 

Household;* but being a Huu^n Catholic, he was, oh thb accession 
of Qtieen Elizabeth, deprived of his oJBoe; His grandson Fredejj^ 
created a baronet May 4, 1627, 'di^pgtin^ himself in the 

1 Walter Harvey, Clamceux iim 's^ '' Wko bailt Brome Hall f Sir 

inb'te Visitation of tbe bounty of Sufolk in Tk<mm Ccrawallis* HoWdkl be boiM it? 
1561, wya be mw Wsb deeds of tb® toily By of Calais/^ Attotfeot-— **S!rTboibaf , 
daM to tbe reign of Edwwd IIL ■ ' Comvmllw, wbat got yd for ‘‘Calais ? , Brdtt*' ' 

. .* 'ff« bad dm bedd Tripturer of Catoto, as ■ Hall, Brome Hall* m l«ge a ptoof/' '■ • 

tbe, goternor'of, il»t town was oalled, and In^uaHoR, boweter^ B|3ttib'''b0W 
of birtog befemyed bii'|oet,' ioubded, as be wm 
O ne -of written on tbii saojeot fce'Calale, was idmn 

' ,, ' ' ' ■ 'T*.; 
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LORD CORNWALLIR. 


Ohap. 1. 


Wars in support of Chaiics I, ; and followed liis royal master, 
Charles II., to the Continent. If, as lias been slated, liis property 
was sequestrated, it was restored to him on his return from exile. 
At all eyents, the estate of Culford was not confiscated, as it was the 
property of his mother, Jane Lady Cornwallis,^ to whom it had been 
left by her second husband, Sir Nathaniel Bacon. On his mother’s 
death, Sir Frederick rSmoyed from Brome to Culford Hall, near Bury 
St. Edmunds, which then became the usual abode of the family. 

Sii* Frederick was created Baron Coxmwallis of Eye, April 20, 
1661. His giundson Charles, third lord, who is mentioned in the. 
Memoirs of Grammont, married, first, Dec. 27, 1673, Elizabeth, 
daughter, and after her brother’s death sole child, of Sir Stephen 
Fox by liis first wife. It has been always understood in the family, 
that Sir Stephen had intended to leaye his large fortune to his 
daughter or her children ; but she predeceased him, and he, being 
offended at some neglect on the part of her husband, at the adyanced 
age of seyenty-six took a second wife, Christiana, daughter of the 
Rey. Charles Hope, by whom he had two daughters and two sons, 
the latter, ancestors respectively of the Earls of Ilchester and of the 
Lords Holland, who inherited his estates. Like his father-in-law, 
Lord Cornwallis also married a second time, May 16, 1088, Anne 
Scott, Duchess of Monmouth and Buccleiich, by whom he had 
several children, who all died s. p. ; but the Duchess left descendants 
by her first husband, James Duke of Monmouth.^ 

In the reign of William III. Lord Cornwallis was made Lord- 
Lieutenant of Suffolk, and First Lord of the Admiralty- His son 
Charles, fourth lord, after serving for several years in Flanders, was 
4so appointed Lord-Lieutenant of the county, and suocessiyely 
Fostmaster^General and Paymaster of the Forces. 

Charles, fifth lord, was Chief Justice in Eyre south of Trent, and 
afterwards Constable of the Tower. Ha married, in 1722, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles, second Viscount Townshend, brother-in-law, 
and for many years colleague, of Sir Eobert Walpole. 

1 She was dan, of Hercules Meautys, h. therefore desceaded to her grandson, the an- 
1580, d. May 8, 1659; m. 1st, 1608, Six^ cestor of the present Duke of BucCleuch. In 
lyilliam poxnwallis, K.B., then a widower, 1743 the attainder was reversed m to, the 
, -yfas hx^ghted in Dublin Aug. 5, 1599, Daildoni of Doncaster and the inferior titles, 
Ibr/Jiiis' 4'i^rYides against the Irish rebels ; ‘and hut the jealousy of the Dnke^, over whom as 
2nci, May i , 1614, Sir Nathaniel Bacon, fc .B., .Srd in that rank the Duke of Monmouth would 
' youngest of Bacon of Bed- have had pre’qedehce, 'frustrated the more 

gruyOi Preno^ jjferdnefe. ' libeml int^tlons of Ministers. 

yTh® 'I>ukelmd‘\ df Mdnmoutlx and the It is this Duchess of BuccJeuch before whom 

other, Bp^llsIXi were forfeited by tlie Sir Walter' Scott supposes the ‘‘Last Min- 
atteSnder .'of tlji'e Dufe%""but the 'pxikedom of stml” to recite his “ Lay;” but the oharacier 
,B«ccleneh, add ''the/Shot«' tatldfi.? wem portrayed was meant to represent Hmtiet, 
enjoyed hj, the .(ihe- wife of Charles, 4th Dukok 

of the family' of 8c«i) k her own . 



Chap. I. 


FAMILY AND LIFE. 


H 


He was iixade Earl Cornwallis and Viscount Erome, Jnne 30, 
1753; and died Hine 23, 1762, having had four sons and five 
daughters, of whom three sons and three daughters survived him. 

His sixth child, hnt eldest son, Viscount Brome, of whose public 
life these pages are designed to preserve a record, was born in 
Grosvenor Square, Dec. 31, 1738, and baptked at St. George’s, 
Hanover Square, Jan. 15, 173-|. Lord Brome went at an early age 
to Eton. The exact year has not been ascertained ; but in an old 
Eton School list of Aug. 26, 1754, his name stands fourth among 
the Qtli form Oppidans. During his Eton career he received, while 
playing at hockey, a blow on the eye, which produced a slight but 
permanent obliquity of vision. The boy who accidentally caused 
this injury was Slmto Barrington, afterwards the highly esteemed 
Bishop of Durham.^ Many biographical dictionaries state, that on 
leaving Eton, Lord Brome was entered at St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge ; but the liev. Dr. Tatham, the late ^Master, who, at the 
request of the (3fliior, kindly sear<^]i(id the college books, ascertained 
that his name (loes not appear in them. 

Before ho attained th(3 ago of eighteen Lord I?rome bad chosen 
the army as his profession. His first commission, as ensign in the 
First Guards, now the Grenadiers, bears date Dec. 8, 175(1 
His other commissions were — 

A JbO. to Lord Granby August, 1758. 

Captain 65th Fora .. August 5, 1759. (A new regiment raised 

by J. Cranford, Esq.) 

Lieut.-Colonel 12th Foot .. May 1, 1761* 

A.T),0. to the King .* August 2, 1765. 

Colonel S3rd llegimeni.. .. .. .. March 21, 1766. 

Constable of the Tower .. Deceiriber B, 1770, (Resigned Feb, 10, 

17B4.) 

Major-Goneral .. .. .* Beptember 29, 1775. 

lieui^Oeneral in Amorioa. January 1, 1776. 

Li6iaL-*(3leao»l *. .. .. *. 4^ *. August 29, 1777, , ,, 

R6-appointod''0onstaWG of fiie Tower .* Hov. 16, 1784* 

General * .. *. , October 12, im '' ^ ; ' '' ’ 

Master-General of the Ordttoce ■ ** February 18, 1705. ’(BOMgned June 16,' 

- ; ' ' ■' 'laoiA . " 

Lord Oomwattis ' 

Commanderdn-CMof in India frto 12,_ 1786, to October 28, 179S. 

„ „ „ " aplh 6^m,Mhmh20 ^ 

„ „ Ireland from June 18, 17$8, to March 17, 180L 


^ Hoft. Shut® Barringtoia, tea of John, 1st 2j3(d, Jane 20, 1770, Jane, dan* of Sir- Jolia 
Viwofat tedngtett, K May 26,4734, A Conseorated Blibop of Lkndaf# 

Mtob 25, 18^5 } to* l»t, Feb. 2. 1761, Di«a, 0#. 4, 1769 ; imwiilatea to Wiftery 
dan. of Cbarli^» 2n4. Pnke of St. Albans j 1782, and to Bnrbato lely, 1791. . ' 

n 2 
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LOED CX)RNW ALLIS. 


Chap. I. 


Anxious to fit liimself for fhe profession he had adopted, he 
applied for leave to go to some foreign academy, where alone it was 
then possible to acquire military knowledge. The following reply’ 
from the Duke of Cumberland,^ then Captain-General, is copied 
punctatim from the original : — 

My LoBI> Cornwallis Dunkerran, July ye 1st 1757. 

I had not time before to answer your letter concerning Lord 
Broome I have no doubt but the King will immediately permit him 
to go abroad which is if properly attended to very useful! to our 
young country men tho’ I must do Ld. Bi*oome the justice to say 
he has less of our home education than most young men if you 
will desire the Secretary of Warr to get His Majesty’s licence it 
will be done immediately. 

I remain your very affectionate friend 

William 

The desired permission having been obtained, Lord Brome left 
England, and, accompanied by a Prussian ofiicer, Capitaine de 
Eoguin, travelled for some time on the Continent, before establishing 
himself at Turin, where he was entered at the Military Academy, 
then held in high estimation. 

The following letter from M. de Eoguin to Lord Cornwallis gives 
an interesting description of the manner and mode of academical 
life at that period : — 

To THE Rt. Hon. Earl Cornwallis, in Hill Street, Berkeley 
Square, Lonjdrj^. 

MiLLORD, Turin, le 23^^ JanvL 1768. 

J’eus L’honneur de vous escrire conjointement avec Millord 
il y a quelques jours p"" vous aprendre notre Heureuse arivee icy ct 
le dessein dans lequ’el il etoit d’entrer a Lacademie ce quo nous 
n’avons peut mettre en execution qu’apres avoir dtd presente au Eoy® 
et a Toutte la famille Eoyalle ce qui prend toujours quelque terns 
a cause du CeremonieL Mdlord come fils de Pair d’Angleterre k eu 
au^ence de S. dans son cabinet ce qui no se pratique pas pour 
d’ autt^ il en a 4t4 acceuilli tros gracieusement de meme que de L- A. 

Princesses qui ont aussi eu la bontd de se souvenir 
de d’un ancien officier oy dev^ au service du Eo'y. 

i Wtt of tiM Jmnue, ,da,u. of Ernst, Landgiuyo of 

OoTOo; Ih>' fSy' 1721, i d. Oot. 81, Hosso Ebelttfeis 5 , Srd,' AptU 1 , 1737, Elia- 

i7d& > I-"' v' ‘ ijetJbi of .Leopold, Luo de Lo- 

, Cliwlb'! Vf ’ ' Ho t^ie -felw of goreiment 

b; Api€ 27,,, 1730^ of 

Ffeb.; 16, m2, MJp# Vietoi^:Axl^ladeusIL , 

Due de N e ^fbotu g , ; ,2ttd , alj' -2 i-; i7"M, ' 



Chap. I 


FAMILY AND LIPK. 


fimes notre entree k Laeadeniie le 20*^*^ de ce mois 
J’etois nn ancienne connoissance du CheTallier de Yille goiiverneur 
de Lacademiej avec lequel j’avois etd fait prisoiiier la guerre passee 
et je eoiioissois beancoiip le Cheyallier de Maltlio M. de OraTotte 
le sons Gouvernenr avec leqnel j’avais ete de gnarnisoii; ces 
se sont empresses de faire milles politesses k Millord et roii asseiird 
qu’ils clierclieroient touttes les occasions de Lobliger. 

Lacaderaie est snr nn fort bon Pied. Le Eoy ne vent pas 
permettre qii’il si comette le moindre desordre et l(‘s aeademiciens 
sont obliges de se trouver aux Bxercicea Lelogem* yest passable 
la Table y est fort bonne et Ton mange tons ensemble avec le Gonver- 
iieur et sons Gouvernenr avec beauconp d'ordre et de descence. L’oxi 
dine k Micly et iin quart cepand^ avec apetit a cause des exercices, 
k 7 licnres du matin il y a sallo de dance publique. 
k 8 benres Millord a sou rnaitre do Langiie Allemande. 
a 9 lieures Ic manege tons los jours excepie lo Jeiidy : il dure 
jiis<]ues a 11 licurcH. 

It 11 lieures Maitre d’ArmOvS partumb^ p*" Millord. 
k H lieures aprcs midy, Maitre de Matbeinatiquos et Portiflea- 
lions particullieiv 

a 5 lieures Lecons cle dances particulHoros. 

Ensuittc quolques visittos, L’Opera, et le souper. 

Le Jeudy et le Dimanebe Ton va a la eour ; les autres jours les 
Academiciens ne sorteiit point le mattin pouvant venir k Table en 
desabillid 

Nous serous obligd de payer come tons les autres les premiers 0 
mois de Pansion p’' liable Logem* Manege et les maitrcs ; mais avec 
cette Eoserve que si nous ny finissons pas le toms, L’on nous en tien 
conte un© antre fois k notre Ketour sans payor do nouveau. Je vous 
enveray Millord copie du conte detaill^ que Ton me remettra. 

L'Eeuyer du Manege k 8te fort content de Millord de memo que 
1© Maitre de Dance qui le trouve en etat de dancer k la Cour. Bs 
asperent Vm et'lautr© quilfera beaucoup de progres dans ^ pen 
veu ses bonnes -dispositions. J*eBpere qu’il en fer^ de m8me p^ les 
autres maitres mafe ilaeroit k souhetter p^ L’avantage et le blen do 
Millord quTl puiss© faire un - certain sejour icy et cela dependra 
beaucoup des lettres qu^ Iqy.eserira le_ Colonel Boyd/ qui est aupres 
de S. A. 8. le Due Ferdinand^ ^’D^arinfe qu’il a prid de Finfoimer 


* Colonels* afterwitirds Ooneral, Sir Kolmi 
JBojd, K.B., ColoMl 39fck regi, originally 
rose Uotti tke ranks, d. Ajpidl 28, 1704 He 
vm second In wnnand Oitraltar under 

^ Prinoi f#4i»ftd of Brunswick, a younger 


son of Ferdinimd Duke of Brunswick, Is. dan* 
11, 172 1, d. July 8, 1792, tki v&j day on 
wbicb bis nepbew (ibc reigoing Oulti) 
Brunswick to take tb# command of ibo -mnAf 
d^itined for tbe invasion of ' , : 
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Chap. I. 


des mouvemts de Farm^e lorsqu'elle se remettra en campagne J e 
vous dis cecy en confidence prendre vos mesnres conseqnen- 
ment de meme que Hdde ou sont les Colonels Durand, et Boyd qui 
m’ent ont parle qufil seroit k souhetter que Millord fut place la cam- 
pagne Procliaine ailleurs qu’aupres de Millord Gremby,^ par ce que 
c’est une bonne maison ou Ton boit trop, et plus que dans tontte autre 
au sen et an veil de toutte L’armee et il est a craindre qu’on ne prenne 
un peu trop cette bonne Habitude et que cela ne peusse nuire a la 
santd de Millord qui avoit deja pris qu’il y etoit quelques petits 
saignem*^ de nes qui n’ont pas eu de suitte ee qufil avoit deifendu k 
son domestique de me dire et dont je Fay bien gronde. 

J’ay pris la Liberte de dire amicallemt tout cecy a Millord come 
amis il a pris fort bien la chose et est convenu que j’avois taison. 
J’ay crfi de mon devoir et en conscience etre obligd de vous donner 
part de tout cecy cepend^ sous le sceau du secret grace que j’espere 
que vous ne me refuseres pas veh les consequences, et ne m’en feres 
pas mention dans vos lettres que je luy montre touttes. Millord se 
porte a merveiUe icy mene une vie des plus reglees et des plus sages 
ce que font aussi tons les academiciens sans distinction. 

Il voit dans les Assemblies tons les jours jouer au Pharaon sans 
qu’il nous prenne k Fun et a Lautre la moindre envie de jouer. Il 
k meme de Laversion pour le Jeu exceptd quelque petitte partie de 
comerce qu’il fait quand L’occasion s’en presente par complaisance 
p^ les dames. Millord a recu aujourdhuy une lettfe du 27® du 
passi de Millady qiFil asseure conjointement avec vous do meme 
que moy de ses obeissances tres Humbles sans oublier le reste do 
La famille. La lettre de MJ son frere luy k fait bien plaisir Nous 
attendons avec impatience d’en avoir des votres bientoi, J’ay Fhon- 
neur d’etre ties rcspectueusemt 

Votre tres humble et tres obeissant et devoue serviteur, 

H. G. De Eoguin, Capitaine. 


^ Malgre touttes les raisons que j’ay ou L’hon^ de vous dire si 
Millord Grenby nome Millord son aide de camp eJEfectif en cas qu’il 
fut L Gen^ je ne sais coment il pouroit le refuser ve6 touttes les 
m^qties d’attachmt de bontc, et d’amitii qu’il a eu p"* luy.® 

;‘';’'::'0^'feating Turin, Lord Brome and his companion tisited several 
on their way to Geneva, where they received 


«haffi 

Crimiy tiff of 


the Ordtianoe Sept. 15, 17W, to May 14, 1768 : 
ikm Mwtw^ae&osi«a! tiff W» death; 'Com- 
frotti'Aiig, 1786, to din. 1769. 

■ ^ witlte/sw will b@ soeja, in 

.i)ttdi0k*oct Elropch, the epeffing ii» very 
’ Oho or two words are illegible. 
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intelligence that a British army was collecting in Germany. Lord 
Broiiio at once determined to join the army, without waiting for 
orders, or eyen asking for leave. The following letter gives a short 
account of his proceedings on this occasion. 


VlSCOLTXT BitOME TO TlIOMAS ToWNSHENI), ESi^' 

DeAE ThOMMY, Dulmen Camp,® Sept. 2, 17r>8. 

I received yours yesterday, and am very glad to hear that 
the Boudroyant^ and Orphee are taken. If you can contrive any 
method of sending your letters, so that they should not be quite four 
months on the road, I think we cannot do better than agree on a 
correspondence. As an account of myself will bo much more extra- 
ordinary tlian any news I can send you, I shall give it you first. 
Our voyage began very prosperously ; and having passed through 
many of the German courts, and very often talked over the battle 
of Oarnpo Santo, ^ and the excellent discipline of the do feu 

men oncle,” \vo arrived at Geneva. I there first heard of the expe- 
dition; and when I saw that the Guards were ordered,! immediately 
ordered the horsos, d — d Switzerland for having no posts through it, 
and made the best of iny way to tlio Isle of Wight. At (Jologno 
I found I was too late. Only imagine having sot out without leave, 
come two hundred leagues, and my regiment gone without me I I 
wrote immediately to iny father, and represented all this in the 
strongest light, and told him that, if ha did not find out some service 
for me, I could never expect any promotion as long as 1 stayed in the 
army. The express orders of the King, and, as I then thought, 
Prince i^^erdinand’s resolution not to take any (volunteers), gave me 
but little encouragement. I resolved however to try, and was ru- 
coived in the kindest manner. I had been here about six weeks as 
a volunteer when the English joined ub, and have since that been 
appointed aidode-camp to your friend Granby. 

I beg ' when Harry ® comes home, coverod with laurels and the 

‘ TKoiiw, Hod,. of gum, part of to 

Towmlimd,' 'Wootod Lord SydDior , S, sawii'ou, wen? taJeeu, April to 
1783, and made a Viecoont Jui^e 0, 17S0 : Tb. moutli* md * Eevenge,* two tope of infetor 
Feb. 24, 1723, d, June IS, j ». May T0, Ibiroe, belonging to Admiral Oslwnae'e deef, 
I7r>2, Elizabeth, daUv and wb#r; of i tdebard , ^ ,A town, in to dtoy of Modena. A 
I’owys, E8q.,ofHentl«^a'iA. ' M.'r.'iw’- Wfeib- , batto 'w' toto tore Ftb. 3, 1743, be- 
fJiuroh from Nov. 1762, till a , ; twaw ; to Spaniards, awl the 

Fmr; a Lord of to Treaeury Ato July/'' , to advantage. 

1765, to Dec. 1707 ; Payma$ter*Oanatal, BaoC Towmliend, (Jnptain ami Lieut- 

1707 j then Becretary-at-War Mamb to jfuly, dolonel l&t Guards, third son of the Eon. 
1 782 ; ton Boerttary of State to April, 17S8, Itotos Townabewi ; fa. Bept, 26, 1700, billed 
and again from Dec. 1783 to June, 1789 5 June 24, 1762, In action at Wilhelbf 
to then (jhlaf Justieo In Eyre till Wa death. Ha had b«m wounded at Mindon* M*f*, w 

^ Dulmen, a town In ' Wiiiphalla, about ly# April, 1758, to to- to 
20 mile» from Muntor. ■ fbm Nov* 1761, till Wi doatk ' v . 

* The * Foudroyto/ of 80, and * Grplide,' 
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Spoils of Olierbiirg/ you will assure him of my sincere joy at his 
succeeding Hardinge, as I have never known where to find him 
since I have heard of it It is a thing I have long thought of and 
wished for. You wiU expect to hear something from us. Our main 
army is encamped near Dulmen. The Hereditary Prince^ is with 
an advanced corps at Haltern.^ The French are encamped in several 
separate bodies on the other side the Lippe ; and though our posts 
are within thirty yards of theii-s, I don’t think we shall be able yet 
to attack them, as the Lippe is not fordable in many places. Granby 
is very well, and gives his compliments to you. I beg mine to 
Mr* Townshond ^ and all other friends. 

T am most sincerely and affectionately yours, 

Bbomb. 

Lord Brome continued for some time on Lord Granby’s staff, 
and was of course present at the various actions, including Minden, 
in which his general was engaged. But he returned to England 
on being promoted into the 85tli regiment, and does not appear to 
have gone back to Germany till June 26, 1761, when he wont to 
take the command of the 12th regiment as lieut.-colonel. A very 
few days after his joining the army, the French, under the Prince 
de Soubise ^ and the Mar^chal do Broglie,® drove in the British 
outposts near Kirch Donkern.’^ On the Ifith of July Lord Bromo 
was ordered to, support tlie pickets ; and on that and the ensuing 
day a .severe action took place, which terminated in the total defeat 
of the French, whoso loss was estimated at 5000 men, besides 6 

i OheAufg waB tekm oa the Bth of ^ Prince de Soufowo, b, July 16, 1715, 
AtigwBi ' d. July 4, 1787 ; m. 1st, Dec, 29, 1734, 

* Nophew of Princo Fcidinawl, aiid son of do Bouillon, dau. of the Grand Cbam- 

Chafles, Duke of BruMWlok, whom ho sue- bellan de Franco; 2nd, Nov. S, 1741, Anne 
ceedod March 1780 ; h. Oct. 9, 1735, d. at Theraso, dan. of Victor Aina<leus, Fiince de 
Altona Hot* 10, 1806, of wounds receivtHl in Oarignan ; 3rd, Dw. 24, 1745, Princesse 
the battle of Jena Oci 14 preceding ; m, Jim. Christine do Hesse BheinfeL, The prince was 
17, 1764, Filncess Augusta, sifter of Geovp a had general, and owed his being employed 
IIL He commanded the Frusslan army m to hie interest witlj the King^s miHfr<‘«seM, 
1792. Ho safeiActory C3Eptouation has otor especially Madame de Pompadour. He com- 
,b®«' given of Ms oonduct h% iliat campaign, nmndod at the battle of liosbach. 
oFofyis sudden retrwt FiwcfC. Boubise apr&s ces grands exploits 

. '®vA SWMl town in Westphaliat 20 miles Pent batir un PaWs qui no lul eodto pkre ; 

'iNw'MtoalW# nm tho torn a Am which S» femme lui fournU le bois, 

Xnwni^hl.4, 2ttd’ §« of ® Victor Francois, Duo de Broglie, b. Oct* 
19, 1718, d. March 30, 1804; s»» Ist, May 
OortH .2, 1788, Marie Anno, 4 of Claude Thomas 
do rmm-, 2&d, Apiii' ii, 1752 , 
rh. Mifi % Bduiia AughAuo, d* of loalt 4»toine, Bwm 

' l»We a' M«hid # ;the e^iy 

'^eame sole hA on the > d 42 * , So a»d' dktw^ 
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pair of colours and 12 guns. The casualties of the allies were 
301 killed, 1011 wounded, and 192 naissing. The 12th, which was 
much distinguished, lost 1 ofiScer and 20 rank and file killed, 
1 ojfficer and 50 rank and file wounded, and 27 ranlc and file 
missing. This regiment was during the remainder of the cam- 
paign repeatedly engaged in minor actions in Hesse and the 
bishopric of Paderborn, until it went into winter quarters in the 
bishopric of Osjiabiirgh, 

Early in 1762 the British army again took the field. On the 
24:tb June they surprised the French at G-roebenstein,^ and crossed 
the DymeP at Leibenau.'"* The enemy retreated towards Cassel; 
hut one division, which had been left in the woods of WiJhelmstadt, 
was nearly annihilated. In this affair, the i2th were warmly engaged, 
and also in another on the 23rd of July, when th(3y drove the Baxons, 
under Prince Xavier of Saxony,^ from Lutterberg,*' and captured 13 
guns. They subsequently formed part of the corps wddcli acted on 
the Olin and the Lahn,^^ and was afterwards employed in covering the 
siege of Cassel. 

During this time Lord Brome, who came of age Dec, 31, 1759, 
was, in Jan, 1760, elected member for Eye, Col. Henry Towns- 
hend having vacated the scat. Ho continued to r( ‘present that 
borough until he succ6ede<l to the earldom, June 23, 1762; 
and in the November following he took his seat in the House of 
Lords. 

It does not appear that Lord Cornwallis returned to Germany, 
where the British army had ceased to carry on active operations, 
but he continued to perform his mfiitary duties at home. Ho 
retained the command of fhe 12th till August, 1765 (when he was 
appointed Aide-de-Oamp to the King), and generally accompanied 
his re^ment in their country quarters, a practice which he followed 
after he, was made Colonel of the 33rd in March, 1766. He was' in 
Scotland in^ 1766, Hien at Derby, Gloucester, and other places in 
England, once at Gibraltar, and. once in Dublim On 'the Idth 'rif' 
July, 1768,' he ''married Jemima’^ Tuleken, daughter' of Golonel 

^ A Tillage a.botit 4 Saaoitif, of wMeli wintry be was Eegent 

sMt, wliich is 8 miles to tliO' of O-iSSdi, of hk nepliw. 

capital ofHcKse. ' - ' ' ''' in Bfworer, district of <*<>t- 

® A river which rises in Waldeck, pss® ^ ' 8 mil« S#S.W. of on tlw 

by Worbwg, aad falls into the WA .ha&s of the Oder. , 

Karlshafea ia Uesse Cassel. ' ® ' Two stttall rivers in H(me. The Latei 

* ,A towa of H«a Cassel, situated on an rises in Wetfcphalia, imsw b? Km», find jeto 
Mand in the Dymel or Ilemd, 00 milesi W. tho Ehine near Cobknte. Th© Ohn falls into 
of 0ottittg«a. lahn neitf Marburg* 

; A Ifrinbf Xavier do 0ajc6, b. Aug. 1700, , 7,x,^y Cojmwdlis wm bom iepfei- 1147, 
#4 d!W#;|'3L 1806*, , H« was eon of Fredcriok d. Feb. 10, 1770* , 

Atpilirt II., of Tkland and Elector of 
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James Jones.^ By her he had two children, Mary,^ and Charles 
Viscount® Brome, 

Lord Cornwallis did not for several years take any active part in 
politics ; but he seems to have voted usually in the House of Lords 
with Lords Shelburne"^ and Temple/ and the only protest he ever 
signed, was one drawn up by the latter Hov* 29, 1763, against 
agreeing to a resolution brought up from the House of Commons, 
That the privilege of Parliament does not extend to cases of sedi- 
tious libel.” ® In the same year he strongly opposed the Cyder and 
Perry Bill,'^ which had given rise to violent discussions* 

On the change of G-overnment in 1765, Lord Cornwallis was 
made a Lord of the Bedchamber/ and on Nov. 8 following, he 
officiated as assistant to the Duke of Grafton,^ chief mourner at 
the funeral of the Duke of Cumberland, who died on the 31st of 
Oetober.^ Prom Dec. 23, 1766 to Peb. 19, 1769, he was Chief 
Justice in Byre South of Trent, and Vice-Treasurer of Ireland^^ 
from Feb. 27, 1769 to May 5, 1771. 

^ Captaia and Lieut .-Colonel 3rd Foot same I'ule has Tbeen followed in similar cases 
Guards, d. about 1758. His mother was a throughout this work. And also if an in- 
dau. of General Tuleken, a Dutch officer, who ferior title was granted to an existing peer, his 
came to England with William III. successor in that title has been allied the 

® Lady Mary, b. June 28, 1769, d. May 26, second, although the original grantee had never 
1857 ; m. Nov. 1785, Mark Singleton, Es<j[., used it. 

then an ensign in the ist Guards. 6 This resolution was directed against 

3 Afterwards 2iid and last Mm-quis Com- Wilkes (then protected by Lord Temple), 
Wallis; b. Oct. 19, 1774 , d. Aug. 9, 1823, who, when piosecaited for a seditions libel, 
Without any male issue; m. April 17, 1797, pleaded privilege of Failiament. The protest 
Louisa, dau, of Alexander, 4th Duke of Gordon, was signed by 17 peers, 

^ William, 3rd Earl of bhelburne, K.G., 7 The principal opponents of this bill were 

made Marquis of Lansdowne Nov. 30, 1784; the Dukes of Grafton and Bolton, Lords 
b. May 2, 17J7, d. May 7, 1805; m. 1st, Bockingbara and Temple. The numbers were 
Feb. 3, 1765, Sophia, dau. of John, 1st Eaxd 83 to 49. It is the first instance of the 
Granville; 2nd, July 19, 1779, Louisa, dau. peers dividing against a money bill. 

Upper Ossoiy. In early ® Jt is not known how long Lord Cora- 
life be was in the Guards, and served under wallis held this office, as the papers of the 
Prince Ferdinand in Germany, where his inti- Lord Chamberlain’s dejmiment of that period 
macy with Lord Cornwallis began, and he were destroyed when a large portion of 8t. 
died the senim general in the army. Presi- James's Palace was burnt, Jnu. 22, 1809, and 
dent of the Board of Trade from April to those appointments were then not gazetted, 
bept. 1763 ; Seciatary of State Aug. 1766 to In the ‘ London Magazine' of 1765 he is said 
fiom March to July, to have declined it, but it is believed he held 
1782; then First Lord of the Treasury to April, it for a short time—cortainly not beyond 
M p Dec. 1766. 

5 Augustus Ilemy, Jrd Duke of Grafton, 
K.G., b. Sept. 28, 1735, d, March 14^ 1811 ; 
m. Ist, Jan. 29, 1756, Anne, <hiu. and sole 
heir of Henry, only Lord ftovcMWorth of 
that creation;, 2nd, Jnne'24, 1769y Elizabefcli, 
dau. of the Rev, Sir liiichni’d Wvoteley, Bart, s 
Socratary of State Jtdy,' 1715, to May, 1776 ; 
then ifimt Lord' ,of the ^Tmmrf to Fob. 1770 ; 
WvySM 1771, to Nov. tim-^ 

and fVom, March, '4782, ,to April, 1788 j MB. 
hf ^ Biiry^ St, ''Bda^tmde ' 1756, till he 
dbfeedom, May 6, 1757. 

. , M Thi'4u*ies df this ' office weits execitted bj 


for the county of Keny in Ireland from May 
If '#0, till he became a peer, May 14, 1761. 

- /;iteohart; 2nd Earl Temple, iC.G., b. Sept 
Sept., 11, 1779; m. May 9 
ofjhbmaa Chambers, Ksq.; 
of Lord of the Admiraltj 

Actoi' ’Bm I7f6^ toAj0h'd757 1 Privy Seal. 

for th^ 

town' lor ■ ‘of, , mm Sm, 

^Wd d ^ ,%eai^d; '(^.uptesis 

then A' iftw to 

the^Btld of Borl,'he ^ ,c4led 
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The scheme of taxing the American colonies was one to 
Lord Cornwallis was strongly opposed, and against which, notwith- 
standing the offices he held, he uniformly voted- The early mea- 
sures proposed by Mr. Grenville ^ had passed with little difficulty — 
in the House of Lords without even a division ; but when Lord 
Eockingham ^ proposed to repeal the Stamp Duties, the friends of 
the preceding Ministry offered a strenuous resistance, although in 
order to maintain the principle of English Supremacy he intro- 
duced the well known Declaratory Bill Considering the im- 
portance of the subject, the speed with which this Bill passed 
through the House of Commons is very remarkable* Mr. Pitt/ 
indeed, though professing himself not satisfied with it, waived all 
opposition. Eight days sufficed for the different stages : the reso- 
lution on which the Bill was founded was reported Eob. 24, 1766, 
and it was passed March 4. In the House of Lords its progress 
was quite as rapid, being read a first time on the 5th of March, 
and a third time on the 13iln The number of l^oers present on 
every stage (among whom Lord Cornwallis was always found) was 
very largo — from 97 to 13(4^ 

Lord Cornwallis was also present on almost every other question 
connected with America, such as the Massachusetts Bill, the Boston 
J*ort Bill, &c. : against these he probably divided; but as no 
lists bavo been preserved, individual votes cannot be poritively 
ascertained. 

In contemporary memoirs, Lord Cornwallis Is seldom mentioned, 
and even in the gossip of Horace Walpole, his name occurs but 


deputy, but for that purptTO it was aeewary, 
on every fresii app<jintment, to obtain an Aot 
of Parliament, which was always introduced 
in tlwi Hou«e of Lorchi m a petition from the 
person so appointetL 

^ flight Hon. Ooorge Ortnyille, b. Oct. 14, 
Kb 1770? m- May 10, 1740, 
Klimbeth,, dau. of ,Si|*' Willkm Wyndham, 
B«’t. During a Jong , political life he hold 
the yviouft omoes of Loi^ of Ttwle, Lord of 
the Admiralty, Lcmi of tho Tfoio* 

surer of the Nayy, Mnt 

Lord of the Admhalty, wad ‘MMDoid'Of the 
Treasury, M.P. for the borotrgh bf Bwlfcug- 
ham from Doo. 1741, tili his death. ‘ 

® Oharles, 2nd arid last Marquis of look* 
iiigham, b. May 13, 1730, d. July 1,U7SB; 
m. Feb. 26, 1762, Mary, dau. wrd h^sr of 
Thomas Bright, E»q., of Badsworth. Lord 
of riio Bedcliamber from Oct. 1760, to April 
Ms 1763 5 Fiwt Lord of the Trowury ftom 
Wy, 1765, to Atig. 1766, md again to 
Mwch, 1782, till the following July. 

' Bight Hon. Wilto Fitt, b. Nov. 15, 


1708, <l May 11, 1778; m, Oct. 16, 1754, 
HfiStor, sister of the Right Hon. Ooorgo (Ireix- 
viilo. Crmted Earl of 'Chatham July 30, 
1760. Ho successively held tlw offices of 
Vice-Treasurei’ of Irelw, PayEiaster-Oeawral, 
Secretary of State Briry Stel, when ho 
was abo Prime Ministw, iho last iaatanoo of 
such Twwor Mng psstsped by any huf, the 
Lord of the Treasury , M.r. for' Old 
fckrum, Seaford, Aldborough, ' Okdb«m|4oii, 
and ’Both, from Jwi. 17S5 till he w» m*ido a 

pWi',, 

■ Lord Camden Iwd tokai a dlyisioa, Feb. 

resolution asserting the right 
of'httitiohi ’ He was »upi»ori4Jd only ly l.mvl 
OothWilKS'., and three other Poors, mid by 
'Lospd , Mahon to haye been I.onte Hhelburuii, 
Podlafet, and ToiTiagton. In the HioutliH 
man*# Magarine' of 1781 (p. 202) Lord T«u- 
teville^M name i» substlitddi for tiiat of 
Lord Pouktt ; but tlws » prolsbly ftwonio^n, , 
m it appears from the Joumida tlml l-md 
TanfettwOk wm not prowsnt that nifhri m 
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once or twice. He was, however, the subject of the following 
violent philippic from Junius, in a letter dated March 5, 1770, 
signed Domitian,'’ one of his numerous pseudoiiymes : — ''My 
sincere compassion for Lord Cornwallis arises not so much from his 
quality, as from his time of life. A young man by his spirited 
conduct may atone for the deficiencies of his understanding. 
Where was the memory of this noble Lord, or what kind of in- 
tellect must he possess, when he resigns his place, yet continues in 
the support of administration, makes a parade of attending Lord 
Forth’s levee, ^ and pays a public homage to the Deputy of Lord 
Bute Where is now his attachment, where are now his profes- 
sions to Lord Chatham, his zeal for the Whig interest of England, 
and his detestation of Lord Bute, the Bedfords, and the Tories ? 
Since the time at which these were the only topics of his conver- 
sation, I presume he has shifted his company as well as his opi- 
nions. Will he tell the world to which of his uncles,^ or to what 
friend — to Phillipson,^ or a Tory Lord — he owes the advice which 
has directed his conduct ? I will not press him further. The 
young man has taken a wise resolution at last, for he is retiring 
into a voluntary banishment in hopes of recovering the ruin of his 
reputation.” 

It is impossible to explain this letter. Lord Cornwallis was at 
that time Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, and continued to hold the 
ofiSce for another year. Nor is there the slightest trace of his ever 
having entertained the idea of voluntary banishment” from the 
^ world, or even from public life. In fact, he was present in the 
House of Lords as frequently as in former years, though his absence 
from London on account of regimental duties, interfered with a 


1 Frederick, Lord North, K.O., afterwards, ^ Edward, son of Charles, 4th Lord Com- 
Ang. 4, 1790, Snd Emd of Guilford, b. April wallis, a General, Colonel 24th Regiment, and 
12, 1732, d. Ang. 5, 1792 ; m. May 20, Governor of Nova Scotia from 1749 to 1752, 
1756, Anne, dan. and heir of George Speke, and of Gibraltar from March, 1702, till his 
Esq., of White Lackington. A Lord of the death ; h.Feb. 22, 1713, d. Jan. 14, 1778; m, 
Treasiny June, 1759, to July, 1765; tlien March 17, 1753, Mary, dati. of Charles, 2nd 
successively Paymaster-General, Chancellor of Viscount Towushend ; M.P. for Eye 1743 to 
the Exchequer, and First Lord of the Treasury April, 1749, and for Westminster from Jan. 
from Dec. 1786, to March, 1782 ; Secretary 1753 to March, 1762. 
of; State from April to Dec. 1783 ; Chancellor Frederick, twin brother with, Edward, 
OfQ’x^rd,'q®i 3, 1772; M.P. for Banbury from Bishop of Lichhold and Coventry' Feb.' 

succeeded to the earldom. 1750, and Archbishop of Canterbury Aug. T3, 
'.of Bute, K.G., b. May 1768; d. Mamh 19, 1783,; m* F#h. 8, 1759, 
25,A,7 #j,A. Mardb 'lO,-' ;1792 ; m. Aug. 24, Caroline, dau. of Hom'mtlteU Tbwnshend, 
1736, ' 'toiy 'diUn, ’.and;' heir of Edward 3rd son of Cbarl% 2ud Yiscsbunt Towashend* 

Secret * Ei<^rd Burton Ph|lllpsoa, afterwards' a 
Iwty,.# SW»'' 'llfilioh,;' J'73i, ,,to' May Genial' and Colonel 3rd 'Dragoon Guards; 
1762,*«d then 'Lord 'of > Treasury to A, Ate. 13, 1792 '; 'unm^ried ; M.P. fon Eye 
April, 1763. 'bo# 'the Stole Ifoy. , i70, to Mar#, 1768, #d from 

to George III. wb#". Prinoe ,ot, and ' Wd April; 1^70, .till his death; ' 

the same office in his frouSeii'OM'yrto'kf^^ ’ 
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regular attendance in Parliament. But it is equally difficult to 
understand wliy lie \Yas allowed to retain office, when all his votes 
on American questions were adverse to the well-known wishes of 
the King. Not only did he hold a civil office of considerable emo- 
lument, but in Dec. 1770 he was made Constable of the Tower, a 
military appointment to which at tliat time neither his rank in the 
army, nor his services in the field, gave him any strong claim. 

When the war with America broke out, Lord Cornwallis was 
ordered to take the command of one division of the British army, 
and, notwithstanding his opinions of the injustice of that war, he 
considered that as a military man, he could not decline any em- 
ployment ofiered to him. One great man took a different line. 
When Lord Pitt ^ returned in 177 0 from Canada, where he had been 
Aide-de-Camp to Sir Guy Carleton,^ Lord Chatham compelled him 
to resign his commission (an example winch was followed by a few 
others®), and lie did not permit him to re-enter the army tiU 1778, 
when France had declared war against Englarul. 

The same sense of duty which nunhi liord CornwalHs disregard 
his own politi(jal views, overcame his reluctance to quit his family, 
and he embark(Hl Feb. 10, 1770, for America, with the lo(*aI 
rank of Lieut.-General. It was rumoured at the time, that I^ady 
Cornwallis, who was strongly averse to his going on active service, 
prevailed upon his imcle, tlio Archbisliop of Canterbtxry, to request 
the King to alhav Lord Cornwallis to relinquish Ms appointment; 
but that the latter, thottgh the leave was given, peremptorily de- 
clined to avail himeclf .of the permission. Ho returned to England 
in Jan. 1778, but sailed again from St. Helens in the * Trident’ on 
the 21st of April following. Lady Cornwallis and her children 
aecompanied him to Portsmouth/ and afteiii his depaituro she 

1 John Lord Pitt, afterwards, May H, p©rv1« in Ammca Lord Dorehestor roceired 
1778, 2nd Earl of CiMthiW, K.O., a General, a pemion of XOQOl for throe liven. 

Colonel 4th Keglmont, aad Coveraor of ® Among the few other oMoort lyLo re- 
Gihraltar; h Sept. 10, 1756, d. S^t. 24, 8igue(l,Lord Edinghfro, a Lient.'^eno^lw#^ 
1885; m. July 0, 1783, Mary EliMbeth, the only one of high rank. I£i« mother wm 
dan. of Thomas, 1st Viscount Sydiioy. Fii-st siater of Beckford, who made himself' « ©on- 
Lord of the Admiralty July, 178S, to Deo, apicuhns as Lord Mayor ofF^^^oJ^- H« may 
1794; then Privy Hm, or President of Um possihly have keen infeeneed by fimhiy rea- 
Coimcil, to July, 1801; then Maston^Geneml .mm* A Captain Watson, M.P, tbr the county 
of the Ordnance to Peb. 100,6, mi again of Antdm, Ws commiw^^ 

from April, 1807, to May, 1810. On .X^ ' v Lord was going to Amerioa 
onteiing the army, Mjirch 1, 1776, he' ^®ni' as'dht of Ute opmmiwioners to negotiate 
to Gibraltar as aidMle-camp tOM-Mr 'Eofwi' • p#aoh^ -nleo sailed in the * Trident,* de- 
Boyd, and wm thus absent front h4a ^ ^ ^ George Solwyn, his own 

funeral V hlngland, and mlds,---*^ 

^ G«it«lSk Gny Ofrletn%'fJ4Cinin»4' ' Oornwallis is going to experience pm> 
4th Ujmoow ; ' created Lord Mm * ' . #ometWng like what I have Mi, for h« 

h.' if m ' to Ibfonght with him his wife mi 

1806:1 hn "M4y'';%' l'77$; 6f ,to'we«tok to-morrow, if the 

Thoh^,v2ttd';if^t 'of heart Meeds for them/* , 
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returned to Culford, where she resumed the solitaiy life she had 
led since Ms first departure ; but grief so preyed upon her health 
as to bring on a Mud of jaundice, of which she eventually died, 
Feb. 14, 1779. When Lord Cornwallis heard of her dangerous state, 
he tlirew up his command and again came to England, where he 
arrived a few weeks before her death. ' 

Lady Cornwallis always declared to her confidential attendant 
that she was dying of a broken heart, and she requested that a 
thorn-tree should be planted above the vault where she was buried, 
as nearly as possible over her heart — significant of the sorrow 
which destroyed her life. She also directed that no stone should 
be engraved to her memory. Both wishes were complied with.^ 

The death of Ms wife changed Lord Cornwallis's intention of 
remaining at home, and he shortly afterwards again offered his 
services, which being accepted, he returned to America, and there 
remained until he was taken prisoner at York Town. 

His civil as well as his military talents® obtained for him so 
high a reputation that, early in 1782, Lord Shelburne was desirous 
of appointing him Governor-General of India. This offer he hesi- 
tated to accept, both because he was not yet released from Jiis 
parole, and because he considered the powers of the Governor- 
General too limited. Ultimately he was induced to waive his 
objections ; but the political changes in 1783 put an end to the 
proposed nomination. 

With the exception of a short mission to Frederick tlie Greak^ in 
1785, Lord Cornwallis was for some years unemployed, and lived 
principally at Oulford. But when Mr. Pitt,^ having in the new 
East India Bill largely increased the powers of the Governor- 


* The niche in the vault in which her re- 
mains were placed was dosed hy a plain slab 
of marble, not even bearing the name 5 which 
was,^ however, added in IS51, shortly after 
the funeral of the late MarOhioness Cornwallis, 
who was also buried at Culford, though the 
estate had passed out of the possession' of the 
i^mily, on the death of the last marquis in 
' T’h© thora-feree Was necessarily re^ 

' ihdTCd’ Ih' . March, 1S55, in consequence of 
tfce^dhuroh: it was carefully 
but did not live 

was' neither per- 
of_ Lord Com- 
in the 

' A ^ loaimed 

, . , . . . flo #j© 

time named the 



oiBce. The person was Earl Cornwallis, a 
pei’son whom he (Mr. Fox) named now only 
for the pujrpose of paying homage to his great 
character. The name of such a man might 
mahe Parliament consent to the vesting of such 
powers in a Oovemor-Cencral ; but certain 
he was that nothing but the great cliaracter 
of that noble lord could ever induce the Legla* 
lature to commit such powew to an indivi( 6 tal 
at the distance of half the globe/' 

® Frederick 2nd, King of com- 

monly called BVeclerick the O'teat, 'b.' dan. 24, 
1712, d, Aug. 17, 17$6' j m^'June 12, 17S2, 
Klimheth, daw, olKredeiridk. MMmt 2Ed, Duke 
of BrunswiA. ‘ , . < ' ' 

' * Eight Hon.^ ,WillJma Pitt, 2nd son, of 
let Earl of Chatham ; b. May 28, 
17b;9,, d,‘i 28/48^6,' 'having, with two 
abort inlerwd%!'li^d the -cllces of CKmcell^^ 

^ of Ae-Bwlieqtief.aftd First Lord of Ui© Tr«r 
' wy.ten Iwly, 1782, till Ms death. 
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General, again tendered tliat office, united to that of Commander- 
in-CIiief, he accepted the offer and embarked for India, May 5, 1786, 
having very shortly before received the Order of the Garter. He 
had hardly returned home in 1794, with a reputation so highly and 
so justly increased, when he was called upon to take the command 
of all the allied armies on the Continent. The jealousy of Austria 
and Prussia — the weakness of Holland both in the cabinet and in 
the field — the little military talent displayed by the Duke of 
York,^ or indeed by any of the allied generals — all combined to 
render it advisable to give the supreme command to some man, 
whose position and character would inspire general confidence. 
The proposition to nominate Lord Cornwallis emanated from 
Austria. Why tliis scheme failed will appear in the jncper place. 

In Feb. 1795, Lord Cornwallis was appointed Master-General 
of the Ordnance. Mr. Pitt had long been desirous of liaving his 
assistance 'in the Cabinet ; and, when ho was about to return from 
India, kept the office of Secretary of State open for him. This, 
however, Lord Cornwallis declined, assigning as lus reason, that 
having no habit of public 8i)oaking, ht) did not feel equal to the 
defence of the measures of Govcrninont ; but that objection did not 
apply to a military office. 

The mutiny of the officers of the Bengal army in 1796 was. 
considered so serious, that Lord Cornwallis, yielding to the earnest 
solicitations of Mr. Pitt, agreed to go again to India to quell the 
spirit of insubordination. After being sworn in as Governor*General, 
Feb. 1797, circumstances occurred which rendered it mmecessary 
for him to proceed on his voyage. 

In 1798, the §tate of Ireland became most alarming ; and as 
the Lord-Lieutenant and the, Commander-in-Chief did not cordially 
agree, it was determined to unite the two offices in one person. 
Lord Cornwallis was selected for this important post, wMch ha 
held till May, 1801, 

Towards the , close of that year, he was sent as Ambassador to 
France, where 'he 'Negotiated the Peace of Amiens. A few subse- 
quent years were passed' in , domestic life; 'his only son, Lord 
Brome, who had mamejd^ Aj^ril 17, '11^97, Lady Louisa Gordon/ 
generally residing with him at 'OulfedL - '■ ^ 

The displeasure which LoM'WoE^ley's® proceedings in India 

1 Frederick, Duke of York, 2ud eon of well, Bert., of Monmth 3 K Deo. 27, 177S, 
George lit, K Aug. 16, 176S, d. Jan. 5, d. Dec. 5, 1850. 

1827, m# Sei>fe. 29 , 1791, Frederica, d. of * HeKard, Crd Earl of crttited 

Frederick William IL, King of Frusda. Bnrou Wellesley Oct. 20, 1797, and wlaed 

*' 'Feurtk d«t of Alexander, 4tk Duke of tke Marquisatc Dec, 2, 1799 ; K.G.j t. Juu# 
Gordon, by Jane, dau* of Bir William Max« 1760,4. Bert 26, 1042; m. Wi, ^ 0 ^ 0 : 
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excited, both in the Government and in the Court of Directors, 
induced them to urge Lord Cornwallis to accept for the third time 
the post of Governor-General. Though advancing age and im- 
paired health might well have excused him, he would not refuse 
the appointment, but embarked early in 1805. His physical 
powers were however overtasked ; the confinement and privations 
of a long voyage produced their effect ; his body, though not his 
intellect, failed. Very shortly after his arrival in India, he set out 
for the Upper Provinces, where his presence was greatly needed. 
But he was unable to proceed further than Ghazepoor, where he 
died, Oct, 5, 1805, in the 67th year of his age. 

During many years of active service in the field, Lord Corn- 
wallis was struck but once, and he would not then allow his name 
to appear in the list of wounded. Though himself devoted to his 
profession, he was unwilling that his only son should follow the 
same line. He had no grandson ; but in the next generation six of 
his descendants embraced the military profession. Two^ of them 
had retired from the army before the war with Eussia broke out. 
The remaining four all fell in the Crimea within the space of ten 
months. Two® were killed at Inkerman ; one® died of wounds re- 
ceived in the battle of Balaclava ; and the fourth was killed in the 
trenches, about a week previous to the fall of Sebastopol, 


29, 1794, Hyacintho, dau. of M. Pierre 
Roland ; 2iid, Feb. 29, 182^'), Marianne, dan. 
of Richard Gaton, Esq., and wido'W' of Robert 
Patterson, Esq. Lord of the Treasury from 
S^pt. 19, 1786, to Ang. 1797 ; Govemor- 
G^nerai of India from Oct. 1797 to July 30, 
1805; Ambassador to Spain from July to 
Dec. 1809 ; then Secretary of State to March, 
18 12; I/Ord-Lieutenant of Ireland Dec. 1821 
to March, 1828, and from Sept. 1833 to Dec. 
1835 ; Lord Steward fromXov. 1830 to Sept. 
1833 ; and Lord Chamberlain from April to 
May, 1835; M.P* for Berealston, Saltash, and 
Windsor, from March, 1784, to May, 1796. 

1 Hon. Richard Cornwallis Neville, Lieu- 
tenant and Captain Grenadier Guards, eldest 
son of Lord and Lady Braybrooke, b. March 
17, 1820, m, Jan. 27, 1852, Charlotte, d. of 
Hector, 3rd Earl of Norhury, Edward^iLord 
Elloi, Captmn 1st Life Guards, eldest son of 
and Countess of St. Gennans, h, 
Apill 't; W7, . ' 

' \ Aldworth Neville, Lieu- 

tenant and Capta«|ivtena(iier Guards, 3rd 
sob ; h# Oet. 26, 


1824 ; mortally wounded Nov. 5, 1854, 
while cheering on his men, and died that 
night. Hon. Granville Chai'les Cornwallis 
Eliot, 2nd son of the Earl and Countess of 
St. Germans, Lieutenant and Captain Cold- 
stream Guards ; b. Sept. 9, 1828 ; killed 
Nov. 5, 1854. 

3 Hon. Grey Neville, Cornet 5th Dragoon 
Guards, 5th son of Lord and Lady Braybrooke ; 
b. Oct. 5, 1830, d. at Scutoi Nov. 11, 1854, 
of wounds received at Balaclava Oct, 25, 

4 Charles Cornwallis Ross, Captain 3rd 
Regiment (the Buffs), eldest son of Charles 
Ross, Esq., and Lady Mary Ross, b. April 5, 
1827. On the night of Aug. 31, 1855, he 
was engaged in posting sentries in advance 
of the trenches when the Russians bred upon 
the party. Captain Ross never returned to 
the camp, and all efforts at that time to 
learn his fate were unavailing. About a year 
later it was ascertained _that he waS' «^ied 
mortally wounded into feehastofol, and lived 
only long enough tO'- give his"' ;name. His 
brother officers eteoted' a monument to his 
mwiory on Clithosrt*s HSL „ ' , 
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CHAPTEE 11. 


Causes of tlie revolt of tho American colonies — Congress at Philadelphia — 
Skirmish between Itoyal troops and militia — Evacuation of 33oston — Lord 
Cornwallis sails in command of an expedition to America Defeat of the 
Americans at Brooklyn and at White Plains — Lord Cornwallis overruns 
Jersey — Attack on Trenton by the Americans — Discontent of the loyalists 
of Jersey — Force of the two armies — Battle of the Brandywine — Lord 
Cornwallis returns to England — Negotiations between France and America — 
Resumes his command — Returns to England on account of the illness of 
Lady Cornwallis — Rejoins Sir Henry Clinton at Now Fork — State of affairs 
at the close of 1770. 


The events wliich led to tlio revolt of the Aiaoriean Colonies have 
betiii so often described, that more than a very brief outline would 
bo snporfluons. TJie Seven Years’ War had involved England in 
jfinancial difficulties^ and, as many expeditions had been undertaken 
mainly for the benefit of tlie Colonies, it \\^aB not thought unreason- 
able that they should contribute to defray some portion of the 
expenditure. The Colonial agents, among whom was Franklin/ 
expressed no serious ohject^n to tins principle, nor did they 
strongly oppose the Stamp Act, which passed in 1765. In the 
following year the Declaratory Act was passed, and the Stamp Act 
repealed. 

In 17G7 the Duke of G-rafton, or rather his Ohancollor of the 
Exchequer, Charles Townshond,® reproduced a scheme of taxation, 
which two years later, when the disaffection in America had so 
greatily increased, he was anxious to modify, if not to abandon 
^together* But even this feeble attempt at conciliation was over- 
ruled by the Cabinet, and the Duke, with several of his colleagues, 
resigned. The new Administration proposed the repeal of all the 
taxes except that on tea;® but such wns the temper of the House, 

1 Benjamin Franklin, K '1706, <1*, 'bendlitW tb$ awei'al offices of Lord of Trade, 

April 17, 1790 ; m. Sept, 1, 17110, Befeorali, Trewuw of Uie Chamber, Seemtery at War, 
d. 0 f Pead, Esq., of Philadelphia. Firffc Commissioner of Trade and Plantations, 

^ Bight Hon, Charles Townshend, 2nd son Piaymaster-Geneml, and histly, (5lia»celior of 
of Charles, brd V iscount Townahend, b, 1 725, the E.xd'ieqwa*. M.P. for <i}reat Yarmouth, 
d. Sept. 4, 1767; m, July 18, 1755, Caro- Baltash, and Harwich, from Kov, 1747 till 
line, dau, and oohoir of John, 2ad Duke of his death. 

Argyle, and widow of Francis, Earl of Dal- ^ In a apeech on American tamtion J^ord 
keith; she was created Baroness Greenwich Korth estimated the duty on tea at 
T>ec. 22, 1760. At various times Mr, Towns- 12,OOOL a-year, 

VOL* I. 
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that this concession was carried only by a majority of 204 to 142. 
The Colonists, though partially gratified by tins measure, did not 
regard it as completely satisfactory. In 1772, a large body of 
armed men boarded the Gaspee, a small man-of-war stationed 
off Providence to prevent smuggling, and burnt it. Another ev’ent 
occurred about the same time, which added to the irritation felt in 
England. On the death of Mr. Whateley,^ a number of letters 
addressed to him by the Governor^ of Massachusetts, and other 
intimate friends, during the years 1767-8-9, were abstracted from 
his papers, and placed in the hands of EranMin, then agent for 
that colony. By whom this act was committed has never been 
clearly ascertained,® hnt there can he little doubt that it was clone 
at the instigation of Franklin, who at once transmitted the papers 
to the House of Assembly at Boston. As they contained severe 
remarks on the conduct of many leading men in the colony, they 
excited much anger, and a petition was immediately sent over 
praying for the removal of the Governor. The case was heard 
before the Privy Council Jan. 29, 1774. Wedderburn,^ then 
Solicitor-General, not content with opposing the petition — ^which 
was rejected without hesitation — ^was led by feelings of private 
animosity to make a violent ^personal attack ® upon Franklin, who 
fi’om that moment became an inexorable enemy to England. ' The 
destruction in Boston Harbour (Dec. 18, 1773) of several cargoes 
of tea, valued at 18,000?.; by a body of men disguised as Mohawk 


^ Tliomas Wlmtoley, d. May, 1772; un- 
naaitied. Fox* some time Priyate Secretaiy 
to Orwvdlle ; thm Secretary of the 
Treasury from April, 17S4f, to July, 1765, 
aud Under Secretary to Lord SulTolk, 1772. 
He was not in office at the time the letters 
referred to were written, hut he prohahly 
communicated them to Government. M.P. 
for Lndg:6i’shall from 1762 to 1768, and then 
for Castle Kising till his death. He was 
autho]- of an anonymous hook on Modern Gar- 
dening, which ran through several editions. 

® Thomas Hutchiuson, h, 1711, d. June 3, 
1780. A native of Massachusetts, and Go- 
vemor of that colony Tiom 1770 till April, 
,1774. 

Mr. John Temple, who had lately been 
of Kew Hampsliire, was sus- 
pacted ,| 0 ', been the person who acimilly 
topk' ties# In consequence of some 

altcrc^jidrii on tMa Mr* 'Temple called 

dut Wdlknfe' fhe aqd Wutor of 

fiyde Part 

without setohdft, D0o.'ll,' 177$,, .and’ after a 
harmless' ' ttcdm^e ' of 'fihotei ’’twight -with 
swords’; Mr* yTiatiey 'rie^T^: 
not withont suspicion of 


adversary's side. A few days after the duel 
Dr. Frankhn inserted a paragraph in the 
papers, with his name adixed, accepting the 
whole responsibility of the transaction. 

* Alexander Wedderbum, created Lord 
Loughborough June 14, 1780, and made Earl 
of Rosslyn Apiil 21, 1801 ; b. Feb. 13, 1733, 
d. Jan, 3, 1803 ; m, 1st, Dec. 31, 1767, 
Betty Anne, dau. and heir of John Dawson, 
Esq., of Morley ; and 2nd, Aug. 1782, (hiar- 
lotte, dau. of William, 1st Visconni Cour- 
tenay. Solicitor-General Jan. 1771 to June, 
1778; then Attontey-Goneral to June, 1780; 
Chief Justice of the Common Phias to Jan. 
1793, and Chancellor to April, 1801; M.P. 
successively for the Ayr boroughs, Etienmond, 
Okehampton, and Bishop’s Castle, from IMov* 
1761 till he was made a peer, 

* He called him^ ^‘Hoino^ IHtewi- 

rum,” a chissical mode, of deiignating fur 
-^a thief. This speech ' was ' neyor forgotten 
nor forgiven hy Franlthm who 'carefully pio- 
jamvod thewelvet cOat' he Iwippened'to wear 
on the: O'ocaelon, and 'put it on^ again the 
4^ hi'' sign# tlm prelimihwios of peace in 
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Indians^ brougM matters to a crisis. The indignation raised in 
England induced Parliament to pass, upon yery short notice, two 
Bills, one to close the port of Boston, the other to make material 
alterations in the charter of Massachusetts. These measures 
produced such excitement in that province, that the G-oyernorj 
Genoi-al Gage,^ was compelled, Jtme 17, 1774, to dissolve the 
Assembly — the last held under royal authority. He moreover 
considered his own position so precarious, that ho tliought it neces- 
sary to seize the arms and stores (partly private property) at 
Charlestown (a suburb of Boston), Cambridge, and other places ; 
and to throw up some fortifications at Boston, 

In September the discontented party held a congress at Phila- 
delphia, which, after sitting for fifty-two days, closed its discussions 
Oct. 20. It was attended by fifiy-ono delegates, sent from New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Providence, Con- 
necticut, Now York, flersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, and the two Carolinas; Georgia did not join till later. 
Although the terms in which the resolutions wore couehc<l were 
still loyal, the tone and temper of the A>ssc3ml)ly wore of a diflbrcnt 
character, and plainly indicated the ultimate intentions of the 
delegates. It is now well known that the extreme party dreaded 
nothing so much us some concession on the part of England whicli 
would have justified their mure moderate colleagues in with- 
drawing from the approacliiiig contest. On the mooting of Par- 
liament, Jan. 1775, Lord Chatham, then in opposition, laid a Bill 
on the table, with a view of conciliation. But as it assorted in 
distinct terms the supremo legislative authority of the mother 
country — tfie very principle so warmly repudiated by the colonists 
—it is difficult to conceive what good it could have effected. The 
measure was, however, rejected, ministers being uniformly supported 
by large majorities in both houses* Before intelligence of these 
proceedings reached America, the first blood had been shed there. 
On April 19, 1775, the royal troops endeavoured to seize . largo 
stores at Concord and Lexington, and, though partially sucoessM, 
lost 300 men in a skirmish with the militia. * 

The Congress, which had re-assembled at Philadelphia, then 
ordered men to be levied^ - and issued ‘ paper-money, thus prac- 
tically raising the standard of rebellion. Towards the close of 


1 TKomafl Cage, 

Xst Tiscomt t m 

tlie 2Siid 1720, d. 


Jamy. He was mada Commaiider-to- 
' OhM la Imorica 1764, Oovmior of l-fasMar* 
oliwetts April, 1 774, md ixsicEed boUi 

.'Ocil77$* 

0 2 



20 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. II. 


May Sir William General Clinton/ and General Burgoyne/ 

arrived at Boston, witli a considerable force. Thinking it necessary 
at once to dislodge the provincials, who were fortifying the heights 
which commanded Boston, they attacked Breed’s Hill, June 17. In 
this action, commonly called the battle of Bunker’s Hill, from the 
name of an adjoining height, the British troops were victorious, 
bnt, owing to the strength of the position, not without severe loss.^ 
Although the repulse of General Arnold,® and the death of Colonel 
Montgomery® under the walls of Quebec, Dec. 31, had saved 
Canada from falling into the hands of the rebels, Sir William How’-e 
determined, early in March, 1776, to evacuate Boston, which ho 
thought he could no longer hold, with a *tacit understanding that 
he should not be molested during this operation. Owing to a 
deficiency of transport, it was not possible to provide means of 
escape for all the loyalists. Large quantities of stores and ammu- 
nition were left behind, together with 250 pieces of artillery, one- 
half of which, at least, were serviceable. Every other post held 
by the royal army was abandoned at the same time, and, instead of 


^ Biglit Hon. Sir William IIowp, K.B., 
afterwards 5th Viscount Howe, a General, 
Colonel 19th Dragoons; h. Axig. 10, 1729, 
d. July 12, 1814; m. June 4, 1705, Frances, 
dau. of the Bight Hon. Thomaa Conoily. Ho 
had been at the capture of Belleisle and of 
the Havana, and wjis Commander«in-Ohief in 
America from May, 1775, to May 24, 1778; 
lieut. -General of the Ordnance from April, 
1782, to ISiov. 1804, In this capacity he 
semd under Lord Cornwallis, whom he had 
previously commanded. 

2 General, afterwards Sir Henry Clinton, 
K.B., Colonel 7tli Light Dragoons, and Go- 
vernor of Gibraltar from duly, 1794, till his 
death; son of Hon. Geo^e Clinton, and 
grandson of Francis, 6th Earl of lincoln; 
b. 1738, d. Dec. 13, 1795; m. Feb. 1767, 
Harriet, dau. and coheir of Thomas Carter, 
Esq, He had been groom to the Duke of 
Gloucester, and succeeded Sir W. Howe as 
0ommandor-in-(5hief in America, but resigned 
that office May, 1782. M.P. for B(vrough- 
bridge from Nov. 1772 to 1774, then for 
Newwfc to March, 1784. 

Lierit-General Burgoyne, a natural son 
w''Lotd’ feingley, Colohel 4th Regiment, b. 
if tei’ 4'!', 4, 1792 ; m. in early life 

tf 11th Earl of 

bia .campaigns in Ame- 
rica ’,bq bM- ,^b;,te«hb;;j^ervke under the 
Qoitn'te j Commander- 

in-Ohi^Jb to Dec. 

1784; Not. 1762, 

to March, 1708, and Brest<m'' till bis 

deaib. His reptdb^«h‘W4b'ai^th(hr, ^d’d, at 
least as high as hfe'oharttcfccir ab'a'fendral. '■ in 


the * Heiress,’ one of his best known comedies, 
Miss Farren, in the character of lady Emily, 
is said to have fascinated Lady Charlotte Bur- 
goyne’s nepliew, the 12th Earl of Deiffiy, 
whose wife she afterwards becainp. 

4 The ofBcial retmu was, 19 officers and 
207 rank and Hie killed, 70 officers and 758 
rank and file wounded. The Americans 
owned only to 449, but their loss w.as 
notoriously much larger. The British moved 
to the attack in heavy marching order, with 
three days’ provisions ; altogether a weight of 
125 lbs. I 

® Benedict Arnold, originally a druggist 
and horsedealer at Newhaven; b. Jan. 3, 
1740, d. June 14, 1801 ; m. 1st, a Miss 
Mansfield; 2ud, 1778, Margaret, dau. of 
Edwaid Bhippen, Esq., of Philadelpbia, a col- 
lateral relation of William Bhippen, the cele- 
brated Jacobite M.P. She was one of the 
Ladies of the Blended Rose in the Mischianza. 
Aftej|he abandoned the American cause ho 
entered the British service with the nmk of 
Major-General. In July, 1793, a pension of 
500L was conferred upon his wife, nud of 
lOOA on each of his cfiildren, 

® Ridianl Montgomery, originally in the 
King’s army, b. Dec. 2, 1786, Idlled at the 
attack on Quebec Deo, 31, 1775; mi. July, 
1773, a dau. of Robert Livingstone, Esq., a 
judge at New York, had served in 
Wolfe*s mgiffitot at the Capture of Quebec, 
His brother 'Alex^dor,- 'commonly 'mlled 
Black Monteotef , ' J^ad beeh present at the 
capture' of QwbW.'by Wolfo, as a Captain of 
He 'was manber for Donegal 
cpunty'Tor'many years. 
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occupying New Yorkj w^Mcli was well affected, or selecting some 
other important post, Sir William Howe concentrated liis whole 
force at Halilax. Thus it became necessary to open the ensuing 
campaign with an attempt to recover a country voluntarily re- 
linquished. 

Great efforts were made at home to send out largo reinforce- 
ments. Seven regiments of infantry were assembled at Cork under 
Lord Cornwallis, on whom the local rank of Lieut.-General in 
America was confeiTed Jan. 1, 1776. The arrangements for this 
expedition were. so dilatory, that it did not sail till Feb. 10, and, 
after a singularly long passage, only arrived off Cape Pear on the 
3rd of May. 


Eaul Cornwallis to Lord George GEEMAiNd 

On Tboard thu ‘ Bristol^’’ March 7, 1776. 

My Lord, Latitude 42'^ 34' ; Longifcudo 42’ from London. 

I take tlie opportunity of iiifonuing your lord«liip l>y alionio- 
ward-bound skip, that wo have Hto])ped hu- a few minuteH, that our 
voyage hitlierto has been very uiisuccossfid ; tbo wind has been 
almost always contrary, aud, till the first of this month, constant 
and most violent gales of wind. We have now but fourteen sail in 
company with us, notwithstanding tire utmost care and attention of 
Sir Peter Parker f aud of tho fourteen tliero aro but six or seven 
transports with troops. I fear there is no chance of our arrival on 
the American coast before tlio end of next month at soonest, and 
the assembling the fleet off Cape Fear, where there is no port, may 
be a work of some time. Tho wind is now south-west, which is nearly 
the course we want to steer. The ‘ Active ’ and ‘ Actmon ’ frigates 
are separated from us, and I hope they will make tho best of their 
way and cruize off Cape Fear, for the protection of our transports 
as they arrive. Sir Peter Parker sends to the Admiralty a more 
circumstantial account of omr voyage. Your lordship will make 
allowances for the motion of the ship when yon are deciphering tins 
scrawl, and believe me, <&c., OoiUirWAiiis 

' Lord George aermain, son of Lionel, tst of Vios-Treaaurcr in Ireland, First Lord of 
Duke of Dorset, and godson of George I., Trade, and Seorotary of State, from I tea 
created Viscount SacWillo Fel. 11, 1782 ; 17&S,' to Feb. 11, 1782. M.P. for Dover, 

b, Jm. 26, 1716, d. April 28, 17SS'j,»>.' and Gnnstead, from Doc. 1741, till he 

Sept. 3, 1754, Diana, dau. and coheir of John wab }»ade a peer; and in Irolaud for i’mt- 
Swnbrooke, Ksy., of Gubbins. He we* <fc- (udlngtoti from 1735 to 1701. 
privod of his militaiy rank and ifte LJeni-' , , Vti^Aamhal Sir I'eler Darker, Bart,, so 

Qeneralshm ot the OrdiMoe ,to, 1.719' bn , oreated Deo. 28, 1782, aflorwanls Admh'al of 
aoconat of Mlndsn. He had' prevlo«tj'‘be^ ■'the'flaet; b. 1716, d. Deo. 21, 1811 j m, 
Secretey to 'the Lord-Ljettt»ii«#' ftt iwtlMSd' Jan, .14, iTei, Maram-et, dan. of W^ter 
.trpm tot, 17,M fo May, 1784, khd ,'Nngwt, Esq. M.P. for Soaford wd UuMrn 

■wawte mad, with intaerals, the Tarions offiofes from April, 1784, to June, 1790. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Loep George Germain. 

On Tboard the * Bristol,’ April 18, 1776. 

My LoRBj Latitude 22° 50^ Nortli; Longitude 60° 00' West from London. 

I liave notMng to infoim your lordsliip of but that our passage 
has been Tery tedious, and that we are still about 370 leagues from 
our rendezvous at Cape Pear. We have with us twenty ships in 
company, besides two artillery-ships and four victuallers. I hope 
the rest of the fleet will not be long after us. I hope your lordship 
received my letter of the 7th of March ; this goes by a ship bound 
to Londonderry. The troops are in general healthy. I most heartily 
wish that I could be a more agreeable correspondent ; and am with 
great regard, &c., Cornwallis* 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My LoRB, Camp at Cape Fear, May 16, 1776. 

I arrived here on the 3rd of this month, and had the pleasure , 
of finding that many of the transports had got here before us. Your 
lordship will hear from G-eneral Clinton the present state of this 
colony, and his intention of going from hence as soon as the trans-' 
ports are watered. Prom what I have heard since I came hero I 
must still more lament the fatal delays that prevented the armament 
from arriving in time in this province, as I am now convinced that 
it would have produced the most happy effects in this and probably 
in the other southern colonies. I shall now probably servo in tho 
army under General Howe. I have only to assure your lordship 
that wherever it may bo my lot to servo his Majesty, I shall do it 
with tho utmost zeal and diligence. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

This tedious passage appears to have been most unfortunate, and 
it is impossible now to estimate the advantages wliich wnuld have 
resulted from an earlier junction with General Clinton, who had pre- 
viously arrived from the northward to take the command of the 
whole force. It had been intended to malce a serious attack on 
C^olinas, whore tho loyalists were assembled in arms; but 
premature, and they were totally defeated before 
tbe regular;' ifroops, could, move to their support. After, a delay of 
neatly too., Clinton determined to threaten Charles- 
town^' and which comnianded'flie approach 

by water,, fleet; Jnno'SSik, ,But this attack 
failed com|)l@tyy.;,'''mdr« neakenbtigh to, 'be, of 
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effective service — the troops were nnable to land — and the attempt 
was relinquished — one frigate having been burnt, and several other 
vessels disabled. A mouth of inactivity followed, before the troops 
sailed to join the main army ; and in this unsatisfactory manner 
commenced Lord Cornwallis’s American campaigns. 

It was not till the month of June that Sir W. Howe had thought 
fit to leave Halifax. He then took possession of Staten Island, 
where, early in July, he was joined by Lord Howe,* who was at the 
head of a commission armed with full powers to treat for a recon- 
ciliation. Had these overtures been made before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence (July 4), some good effect might have 
been produced ; but it was now too late. Congress, after exhausting 
every subterfuge to avoid meeting the Commissioners, positively re- 
fused even to discuss the tei-ms proposed. War became inevitable, 
and Washington,^ who had boon appointed commander-in-chief, took 
active measures for the defence of New York. 

All hope of a peaceable termination of the dispute being at an 
end, Sir W. Howe determined at length to commence operations. 
He landed August 22nd on liong Island, with a large force, of which 
one division was under the commaml of Lord Cornwallis ; and four 
days later, the Americans were defeated with great loss** at Brooklyn, 
but so slack was the pursuit that they retired imraolested behind 
their lines at the extremity of the island, from wlience they embarked 
on tho 2yth for Now York. Had Sir Wilham displayed a little 
energy, tho whole army, bOOO strong, would probably have been out 
off. Lord Cornwallis's corps was but slightly engaged, nor had he 
a more active part in the capture of Now York, which took place 
September 15 after some imimpox'tant skirmishes. Several weeks 
passed before the British troops again moved, and it was not until 
October 28 that tho two armies came into collision at tho White 
Plains. Sir W. Howe was victorious, but again neglected to 
improve his advantage. Tho Americans, feebly pursued, retired 
behind the Croton, retaining possession of Forts WaShin^n and 
Lee, situated one on each bank of the Hudson Kivor, arid by their 

^ 4tli Vtootint Eowe in Ja'olimd j 'Oturtin^ and to. of Jolm Bjindndge, 

a Viw-AtlmJral j ermtod, Apiil 20,' 11782,' ■ Eliq,* Wtoington’s family, long settkd 'iw 
Viscount Ilowo in England; and Atag. 12,' ww wkf ed to tJie Eark IiVirriu-s, 

17HB, mlswi to an ourldom; K.O. ; after*’ ' ilie wimo nnm; Im liimsolf wm 

wardw Admiral ot the Elcot ; li, March, 10, jpapond of his English descent. It Is a rexnitrk- 
ITlilti, d. Aug» 5, 17111) ; m, March 10, 1768, ahin fact that of the first live American Pro- 
Mary, dan. of Chiverten Hartopp, of sklents four were. Virginians. 

Welhy; MJh for Dartmouth from May, 1 767, ^ Tha Euglish loss was ahout 70 killed 
till ha WM treated mi English iw. and 2d0 wounded, tho Amcirican upward! Af 

* Cleorge WaHhlngton, h. at Bridges Creek, 2000. Thrf^c of their generals' wc« taken 
Virginia, Feh. 22, 17112, d. Dec. 14, 1729; prisoners* 
m. to* 0, 1769, Mmiha, widow of J. P, 
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cross-fire preTeuting all access to Jersey. Two corps were at length 
detached to attack them. Fort Washington was captured Novem- 
ber 15, and on the 18th Lord Cornwallis crossed the river, and 
took possession of Fort Lee without resistance. Being reinforced 
by two fresh brigades, he pushed forward, and before the close ot 
the month had overrun and subdued Jersey. But wliile the dispi- 
rited enemy were flying in confusion before him, his pursuit was 
unfortunately checke'd by an order to halt at Brunswick, and a 
week elapsed before he was authorized to move forward. Such, 
however, was his activity, that although the enemy were then con- 
siderably in advance of him, he reached Princetown only one hour 
after Washington had quitted it, and arrived at Trenton December 3, 
just in time to see the last boat crossing to the opposite bank. Had 
he originally been allowed to continue the pursuit, it appears pro- 
bable that the whole of Washington’s army would have been 
destroyed. 

The weather had by this time become very cold, and the troops 
were placed in winter-quarters, the advanced posts of Trenton and 
Borderton being confided, by the express order of the Commander- 
in-Ohief, to the Hessians under Colonel Ehalle ^ and Count Donop.® 

Sir William Howe to Lord Geoeoe Germain, 

My LoRI), New York, Dec. 20, 1776. 

In Jersey, upon the approach of the van of Lord Corn- 
wallis’s corps to Brunswick by a forced march on the 1st inst., the 
enemy went off most precipitately to Princetown, and, had they 
not prevented the passage of the Eariton by breaking a part of 
Brunswick Bridge, so great was the confusion among them that 
their army must inevitably have been cut to pieces. 

My first design exten^ng no further than to get and keep pos- 
session of Bast J ersey, Lord Cornwallis had orders not to advance 
beyond Brunswick, which occasioned him to discontinue his pursuit ; 
but finding the advantage that might be gained by pushing on to 
the Delaware, and the possibility of getting to Philadelphia, tho 
oommunication leading to Brunswick was reinforced,^ and on the 
6tll I. joined his lordship with the 4th brigade of British, under the 
' of : Major-G'eneral Grant; ^ on the Tth^ Lord Cornwallis’s 

Dec. 26, 1776, Colonol lltli Regiment j b. 1720, d. April 13, 
; !: , , , 1606; tmmawied, la Oct. 1738, he, then a 

wW 0^ 27, 1777, major, wm seat with 800 men, to reconnoitre 
" ''t';'- , Fort' 'dd '<Jaeme. , He enipiised by the 

® and Indians,' deteed,, land# with 19 

Omt of '‘Bal'lk^dAv biwi' officew, tilceh,pH«bher. '(S^e * 'United B&ijim 

brought up For Uie Uar ;e»ed,lhb«i3ey,,; - 'p- '687.) , In' Hier 
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corps, the Guards excepted, who were left at Brunswick, marched 
to Princetown, which the enemy had quitted on the same day. 
This corps inarched in two diyisions ontlie 8tli ; the first advanciii|> 
to Trenton reached the Delaware soon after the enemy’s rear|:ynard 
had crossed. Their main army, hayinp^ passed the preceding day 
and night, took post on the other side of the iiyer. 

Lord Cornwallis, with the rear division, halted at Blaidenhead, 
six miles from Trenton, and marched at one o’clock next morning to 
Corriel’s Perry, thirteen miles higher up the Delaware, in Bvims 
expectation of finding boats there and in the neighbourhood, 
suflScient to pass the river, but in this ho was disappointed, th(^ 
enemy having taken the precaution to destroy or to secure on the 
south side, all the boats that could possibly bo employed for this 
purpose. 

The passage of the Delaware being thus rendered iinpracticahlo, 
his Lordship took post at Pennington, in which p]a.c<i and T’nmfon 
the two divisions remained until the 14th, when the weaihe^r having 
become too severe to keep the field, and the winter cantomnendk 
being arranged, the troops marched from both pla(*e8 to tlau'r 
respective stations, which will be fully explained by a sketch which 
accompanies this despatch. The chain, I own, is ratlujr too (3xtcn-* 
sive, but I was induced to occupy Burlington to cover the county 
of Monmouth, in which there are many loyal iiihabitante; ami 
trusting to the almost general submission of the country tlm 
southward of this chain, and to the strength of the corps placed in 
the advanced posts, 1 conclude the troops will be in perfect sociiriiy. 
Lord Cornwallis and Major-General Vauglian ^ haviiig desired to 
return to Britain, the command in Jersey is given to Major-C Jeucral 
Grant, in whoso approved good conduct I place the greatest con- 
fidence. 

I cannot too mucii commend Lord Cornwallis^s good serricci 
during this campaign, and particularly the ability and conduct |ie 
displayed in the pursuit of the enemy from Fort Leo to Trenton, a 
distance exceeding eighty miles, in ^Moh ho was well stipportod by 
the ardour of his corps, '^ho cheeriully quitted their tents and heavy 
baggage as impedmaenta- to their marck 

I have, &c., 

W. ITown. 

life lie was a great gourmana, and it k said 4Sth Regiment, 2iid son of Wilmot, 6ni VI#* 
tlmt he made the couk sleep in Ms^'oom, that count Usbtime; d. Jnne JKk I79fij 
he mi^ht at once commiimcate any new idem ried; MJh for Ikrwick ftom Nov. 1774, till 
on culinary mate. hiad«ath, mid for Ht. JdmnUmu m fateui 

* Hon, Midor-Oeneral, afterwards Ueut,*« from May, 1,770, to July, ‘I783« 

OcuttuI Sir Jolm Vaughan, K.B., and Cjolonel 
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These successive defeats so disheartened the Americans, that 
many returned to their allegiance, and a still larger number aban- 
doned their colours. The majority of the men had engaged to 
serve for one year only, and so difficult was it to persuade them 
to extend the term, that Washington could now muster scarcely 
3000 men, though before New York was taken he had 20,000 
under his command. The capture of General Lee,^ considered one 
of his best officers, was another severe blow. He was surprised 
Dec. 13 while at breakfast in a tavern, only a few miles from the 
main body of his corps, by a patrol under Colonel Harcourt,^ who 
carried him safely to New York, througli nearly 80 miles of a 
hostile country. After uniting his detachments, Washington found 
that the whole force under his immediate command consisted of 
little more than 5000 men. He was convinced that the freezing 
of the Delaware would be the signal for an attack upon Phila- 
delphia, where Congress, the members of which were already 
preparing to fly to Baltimore, held their sittings. Under such 
circumstances the General felt the necessity of^ hazarding some 
enterprise however desperate, and accordingly early on Dec. 26 
he crossed the Delaware,''^ and attacked Trenton. Colonel Ehalle, 
although a gallant officer, was frequently intoxicated, and the 
discipline of his troops was very lax : they were negligent in their 
duties, and ignorant of the language of the country. Colonel 
Ehalle was complotoly surprised, and, in endeavouring to rally his 
men, was killed, a few of his soldiers fell, and most of the re- 
mainder were taken prisoners. The total loss was about 700 men, 
and all their artillery. The alarm occasioned by this unfortunate 
affair was so great that Hot only was Washington allowed to 


^ Charles lee, h. 1731, <1, Oct. 2, 1782. 
ITo was of a Cbosluro laTnily, and in early 
life served in the Ihiglish army in America, 
and under Generid Burgoyne in Portugal. 
Having resigned his commission, ho entered 
the Polish and olkrwards tlio American ser- 
vice, from which he waa dismissed in 1780. 
At one time he was a correspondent of Lord 
Ohlrtenont and of Bnrke, anti was by some 
perseto absurdly imagined to ho Junius. Ho 
ms a man of violent temper, and totally 
viltgimis, principles. 

-Hon. William Harcourfc, 
Srd Karl Urn- 
eo!t». and Coloiml 

16fh M,Mml Han- 

18* mO; 

pMhx,'.':Siq.f/mA‘ Loek^ 

hartv- of 
Quoea 1761 ; 


to the King ; ami Master of the Horse to the 
Queen from 1809 till her death. M.P. for 
Oxford city from May, 17(58, to June, L77d. 

^ The jmsing of the Delaware on this oc- 
casion k (lescrihod by Barlow in his “ Oolnm- 
biad ” in the most bombastic mmmer* The 
Chmius of the Kiver calls in the aid of the 
demon Frost to prereut Washington crossing. 
The waves accordingly eouglaciaio,’" when 
the angel IIcKpr arrives, who mauk the two 
hostile spirits with the trtink of n fir-tree, 
and the 50 or OU lines of the description end 
with— 

** Htroko after stroke with doutillng force he plied, 
foiled the hewar fiend and pnlverked the tide. 

The haCEed fcyriint quits the despwate muse, 
™m HeapePs heat the rlrw swells and thaws, 
Th® wet rolls gently to ttid Jtowy coast, 

Mtod morning splendors greet the landing host.” 

IFhni iwagd cfectad .early In tlw even- 
tlm ddttwi wiw ovef moMlngl 
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retreat unmolested^ Count Donop quitted liis post to join 
Brigadier-General Leslie ^ at Prineetown, and tlie Americans le- 
occiipied Trenton a lew days later. 

SiE William Howe to Loed GicoaoK Geemaix. 

My Lord, New York, Jan. 5, 1777. 

In consequence of the adyantago gained hj tlie enemy ai. 
Trenton on the 26th of last month, and the necessity of an altera- 
tion in the cantonments, Lord Cornwallis, defen-ing his going to 
England by this opportunity, went from hence to Jersey on the 1st 
inst., and reached Princetown that night, to which place General 
Grant had advanced with a body of troops from Brunswick and 
Hillsborough upon gaining intelligence that the enemy, on receiving 
reinforcements from Virginia, Maryland, and from the militia of 
Pennsylvania, liad repassod the Delaware into Jersey. 

On the 2nd Lord Cornwallis, having received accounts of the 
rebel anny being posted at Trenton, advanced tlutlu3r, leaving the 
dth brigade, under the command of Licut.-Oolonel Mawlmocl,^ at 
Princetown, and the 2nd brigade, with Brigadier-General Leslie, at 
Maidenhead. On the approach of the British troops, the enemy’s 
forward posts wore driven back upon their amiy, whicli was formed 
in a strong jiosition behind a creek running through Trenton. 
During the niglit of ilio 2nfl the enemy quitted this situation, and, 
marching by AUonstown, and from thence to Princetown, fell in on 
the morning of the Srd, with the 17th and 56th regiments on their 
march to join Brigadier-General Leslie at Maidenhead. 

Liout.-Colouel Mawhood, n<it being apprehensive of tho encmy*s 
strength, attacked and beat hack the troops that first presented 
themselves to Mm ; but finding them at length very superior to 
him in numbers, ho pushed forward with the 17th regiment, and 
joined Brigadier-General Leslie. The 55th regiment retired by the 
way of Hfilshorough to Brunswick ; and, the enemy proceeding 
iuimediately to Princetown, the 40th regiment also retired to 
Brunswick ' ' - 

The bravery and'conduoLof Liaui-Oolonel Mawhood, and the 
behaviour of the regiments under '.his command, particularly tho 
1 7th, are Mgiily commended by 'Lord Cornwallis. His liordship, 
finding tho enemy had made this movement, and having heard tho 

* X^rl^adier-Oenoral, afierwarfls Lieut.* Esq., of Titllijelplu 

Clenaul tho Huru Alexuoder Loallo, soft of ® Liout.-Colonel Charios MawhooJ, 72wd 
AIoxftMthjr, 5th hlarl of Lovon Hiul Molvillo, TJegimoot^ Affcoi-wardt^ .Brev. CoL, retlimi frottl 
Colcmel Dth Hogimat; h, 1731, d. Doc. 27 , the iservioo Otjfc. 13, 1780. ' ■ 

1794 ; ta. Dec. 23, 1760, a d. of Walter 
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fire occasioned by Colonel Mawliood's attack, returned immediately 
from Trenton, but the enemy, being sonae hours’ march in front, 
and keeping this advantage by an immediate departure from 
Princetown, retreated by Kingstown, breaking down the bridge 
behind them, and crossed the Millstone Eiver at a bridge under 
Eocky Hill to throw themselves into a strong country. 

Lord Cornwallis, seeing it could not answer any purpose to 
continue Ins pursuit, returned with his whole force to Brunswick, 
where he waits the enemy’s further motions; and the troops 
upon the right being assembled at Elizabethtown, Major-General 
Vaughan has that command. 

I have the honour, &c., 

W. Howe. 

After tliis action of Colonel Mawhood’s, Lord Cornwallis 
marched to Brunswick, where great alarm was felt on account of 
the large bodies of militia which had been encouraged to re- 
assemble by Washington’s recent success. Brunswick and Amboy 
were the only two posts retained in Jersey, a country so lately in 
the undisputed possession of the British, and wliich would probably 
have been held had Sir William Howe moved forward part of the 
20,000 men lying inactive in New York. The loyalists of Jersey, 
who had fuimished two brigades for the King’s service, finding 
their property unprotected and their families exposed to the cruel 
oj)pression of the enemy, quitted the army in disgust, and dis- 
affection spread rapidly tlirough the whole province. Such was 
the inauspicious close of the campaign of 1776. 

To Lord Cornwallis individually the warm approbation ex- 
pressed in the following letter must have been highly satisfactory, 
although the conduct of Sir W. Howe had prevented Lord George 
Germain’s expectations being realised : — 

Lobb George Germaxx to Sir Wixxiam Howe. 

Sib, Whitehall, March 3, 1777. 

. . . I read with much pleasure your commendation of 
Iicwd Cornwallis’s services during the campaign ; and I am to 
#0f|uaifrt you that the King very much applauds the ability and 
Lordship displayed in the close pursuit of the 
S ' Lee to Trenton; and has also condescended to 
express! 'of the exemplary ardour which was 

ni'ahif©stedoh'hLe‘tt^r& the corps under his .Lordship's com- 
mand,' ' ' ' ‘ ' ' ' ' 
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It will give his Lordship additional satisfactioHj, when he 
reflects that ho has, by his braveiy and the rapidity of his motions, 
not only secured a great quantity of provisions and forage for the 
use of his Majesty’s troops, but has been the happy instrument of 
saving so large a tract of country from the destruction that 
tlu-eatened it. . . . _ . I have, &c.. 

Geo. Gerbiain. 

The respective force of the two armies may bo estimated as 
follows, at the several dates : — 

British. American. 

1776 .. August 24,000 16,000. 

„ .. November 26,900 .. 4,500. 

„ .. December 27,700 .. 3,300. 

1777 January 26,500 .. No accurate account can be given, as the 

militia were so rapidly pouring in. 

The main body of the Amerir*an army was cncamp(id during 
the winter on some high ground called tho Manor of CJourtland — a 
position of considerable strength. The English made several 
desultory attacks on Peek’s Hill, Danbury, and other places, where 
tliey destroyed large quantities of stores and ammunition, and on 
April 12 the posts at Bondwick were surprised by Ijord Corn- 
wallis. These successes were counterbalanced a few days later by 
tho destruction of the British vessels in Saggy Harbour. Towards 
tho middle of June Sir W. Howe, finding liis army raised by con- 
siderable reinforcements to upwards of 30,000 men (exclusive of 
29 corps of embodied' provincials, above 20,000 strong), determined 
to commence active operations. By a sudden retreat from Bruns- 
wick to Amboy, ho induced Washington to descend from the hills 
and advance to Quibble Town. This object being effected, Lord 
Cornwallis was detached on the 27th to intercept the communica- 
tion of the Americans with the upland ground. He encountered 
early in the morning a large body of the enemy and routed them 
completely by an impetuous attack. The* intense heat of the 
weather, however, retarded his pursuit, and prevented his occupy- 
ing the passes in time to out off Washington’s retreat. 

Sir W. Howe than altered his plan; evacuated Jersey, and 
leaving 17 battalions, some catalry, and nil the provincials at New 
York, under General Clinton, embarked with the remaining 4f) 
battalions and two regiments of cavalry for ITuladclphia. They 
sailed on the 5th of July, hut owing to adverse winds did not 
reach the Capes of the Delaware till the 30th, nor land at the 
head of the Elk Eiver before August 24. They were then '70'. 
miles from PMladelpMa, a hostile country intervening, while , the 
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distance from. Brunswick, wHcli tkey had quitted in June, was 
only 60 miles, and the loyalists were very numerous along that 
line of march. 

On the 11th of September Lord Cornwallis was detached with 
a strong corps to turn the enemy^s flank, which he effected with 
little difficulty. On the afternoon of the 13th he overtook them 
on the Brandywine, and with quick decision he, though with very 
inferior numbers, charged with great impetuosity. Driven from 
their first line, the Americans took up a second position in the 
woods, from whence they were speedily dislodged, and totally 
routed.^ Had Sir W. Howe advanced rapidly with the rest of 
the army, which was only 18 miles Aom Philadelphia, WasHng- 
ton’s retreat to that city, from which he was 23 miles distant, 
must have been cut off ; but so slow were the operations of the 
British, that they did not move till the 27th, when Lord Corn- 
wallis was ordered to occupy Philadelphia, which he did the fol- 
lowing day without opposition. 

But the communication with the sea was not open, and it 
was therefore necessary to take the forts of Ecd Bank and Mud 
Island, by which, the navigation of the Delaware was commanded. 
Before the arrangements for this service were completed, Wash- 
ington made an unsuccessful attack upon Sir W. Howe at German 
Town. Towards the end of October Count Donop was detached 
against Eed Bank, but was killed in the assault, his corps driven 
back with great loss, and two frigates which had run aground 
were burnt by the enemy. But on Lord Cornwallis preparing to 
attack it, the garrison abandoned the post on the 17th of Novem- 
ber. Mud Island had been taken two days previously. 

In the mean time Washington, who had received large rein- 
forcements, took up a strong position at White Marsh, about 14 
miles from Philadelphia. An attempt was made to dislodge him, 
and Lord OornwaUis drove in his left wing on December 7. But 
Sir W. Howe not succeeding in bringing on a general action, 
retired next day with the whole army to his former quarters. 
The season for active operations was now over, and Lord Cora*' 
wallis therefore requested leave to return to England. 

SiE WmorAM Howe to Loud GnoBOiii Gubhaik. 

Mt ' ' ' ' ' 13, im. 

. ' '' ^ I/ast' might' ,1 had' the honour to' receive fom LordAip^s 
despatohesAy/the ;^^'’Lord' Sandwich '' packet, m per margin, and 

1 TBe liiiglwll Imn tlie Amerjioaii of 1400. . 
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shall defer answering them by tliis conveyance;, as there does not 
appear an hninediate necessity for so doing; and particularly as I 
am anxious to despatch tlie ‘ Brilliant/ that your Lordsliip may 
have the earliest commimication with Earl ConiwalliH, whose 
knowledge of the war, in wliicli he has had so great a share of 
service, will, I am confident, enable him to give your Lor<lsliip 
the most ample information. 

I have the honour, &c. 

W. Howe. 

Shortly after Lord Cornwallis’s departure Washington withdrew 
to Valley Forge, 26 miles from Philadelphia, where his troops, 
hardly exceeding 4000 men, reinained in lints or under canvas 
during the whole winter, unmolested by tlie English, though the 
weakness of the position and the wretched state of army 
invited an attack, which there is every reason to laE'fexi must lawi 
been successful. Nor was this the only, or perhaps the 
serious, error committed. Philadel]>hia been, me tlui Capua of tlu^ 
British army. Discipline was totally r(5lax<Kl. ihimiag, if not 
encouraged, was ponnitted to a most ruinous extent; and the gross 
misconduct of very many officcrH disgusted to such a degree^ the 
inhabitants of a town in which, pcirhaps more than in any other, 
profligacy was offoiisivo, that feolingB very adverse to British 
authority wore engendered or iticr<«asecl among a people originally 
loyal. These bad impressions were never removed or overcome. 

Sir Henry Clinton, who had boon loft in command at New 
York, made ono or two incuTBions into the interior of iht.^ country, 
and inflicted great loss on the Americans by the d(‘Htru(*Tioii of 
ships, stores, and forts ; but he was unable to effect a jumiioii with 
General Bm-goyne, or to prevent his suiimider at Saratoga, Oct 26, 
the first great blow struch at the royal armies. 

During the winter of 1778, and in the course of the following 
spring, Sir W. Howe sent out several small expeditions, which as 
predatory movements were generally anecessftiL But the army 
was no longer to remain uiider Iuh command. As early as Odtobor, 
1777, he had tendered Ms resignation, and in April, 1778, he heard 
that it was accepted He sailed for 'England May 24/ and the 
command then devolved upon Sir Henry Clinton. 

Lord Cornwallis reached England Jan. 18, 1778, The Govorn- 
ment of course received from Mm' evety information he was able 

^ Baforo clepartare tlie ^ vifch w wifiay of i\m 

aiTOj got up a f4to m 1'', 

mlW . k lUisofa tot ; of ' Awllil#; - Wliol#' ; , 
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to afford ; but probably all communications were verbal, as no tri^^e 
of them exists. He does not appear to have been a frequeiit 
attendant in tbe House of Lords, tbough he was present on most 
of the important debates of the Session. Lists of divisions not 
being published in those days, it cannot now be positively ascer- 
tained how he voted, but there can be no doubt that he generally 
supported G-overnment. Among other occasions Lord Cornwalh's 
attended Feb. 2, when the Duke of Eichmond’s ^ resolutions against 
sending more troops to America Were negatived by 94 to 31 ; March 
17, when the address to the King respecting the treaty between 
France and America was carried by 68 to 25 ; March 23, when the 
Duke of Eichmond moved to withdraw the army from America, 
negatived by 66 to 28 ; and again March 31, when Lord Effing- 
ham's^ motion on the state of the navy was lost by a majority of 
50 to 20. He was absent during all the debates on Lord North’s 
Bill for conciliation with America. The last night on which he 
was present was April 7, when Lord Chatham was seized with that 
illness which in a few days terminated fatally. On the 21st of 
April Lord Cornwallis sailed for America. 

Towards the close of the year 1777 secret negotiations had 
been carried on between France and America ; but eveai previously 
the latter country had, through the agency of Beaumarchais,^ 
received consideral3le aid from the former. Beaumarchais’ anxiety 
to recover the advances he had personally made rendered him so 
urgent an advocate of the advantages to be derived from war with 
Englaud that he at length prevailed upon a weak Government to 
take that fatal step — one of the proximate causes of the French 
Eevolution. To the Americans it was an all-important point, for 
besides a considerable body of troops and supplies of arms and 
money, it gave them, what they did not previously possess, a fleet. 
The subsequent calamities of the British *are mainly attributable to 
their having thus lost the command at sea. 

^ Cliarles, Srd Duke of Richmond, K.G., in the army, and Colonel of the 34th Regiment, 
Field-Marshal and Colonel of the Blues; h, but resigned his commiasion April 12, 1775, 
Feb. 27, 1734, d. Dec. 29, 1806 ; m. April 1, as ho would not serve against the Americans ; 
1757, Mary, daii, and coheir of Charles, 3rd Trejisurer of tlio Household from April, 1782, 
and last Earl of AilesTbnry of that creation, to April, 1783; Master of the Mint from 
Secretary of State from May 23 to Aug. 18, Jan. 1784 to Fei. 1789; in 1790 appointed 
1706; Master-General of the Ordnance from Governor of Jamaica, where he died. 

Jaa. 1,,1782, to April 1, 1783; and again ® Pierre Auguste Oarop de Beantnnitshais, 
frond Jan, 1, 1784, to Feb. IB, 1795, when the well-known author, b. Jan. 24, 17$2, d. 
he was replaced by Lord Cornwallis, He May 17, 1799; m. Hor. 22, 1756, 
served in Germany' in the Seven Tears' War, Marie' Madeleine Anbei'toh,' vddow of M. 
and was 'present' at Minden. Fran<inet; 2nd, April, 176$, GeneviPve Ma- 

< ® Thotnadj.Srd'/lM' ’of BSnghato, b. dan', delaine Waterblen, widow of M. L'Bvdque; 
13, 1747, d. ''IJlov. 15,,,1791 to." 6et. '14, 3rd, 4 Swiss My, Marie Thdr^se Emilie 
1765, Catherine, datt.' of procstisf, Wiftgitoalejt. ' ‘ 

Esq., of Thorpe.. Ke was> a 
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Lobb OmuGb: Germain to Earl Coe^^walljs. 

My LoED, Wliilehall, April 12, 1778. 

It having been thought fit, to guard against inconveniences 
that would arise if any unforeseen accident should happen to Sir 
Henry Clinton, that you should have a dormant commission giving 
you the rank of General in America only, I have the honour to 
transmit to you, by his Slajesty's command, the inclosed com- 
mission,, which, as it is not to take place but in case of a con- 
tingency, in order to secure you in such case the chief command 
over the foreign Generals, is not to be made public if the contin- 
gency does not happen. j 

Geo. Germain. 

With this commission Lord Cornwallis sailed for America, and 
on arriving at Philadelphia found Sir Ifonry Clinton preparing to 
ahandon it in consequence of orders from homo. Ilio two Gcnci'als 
had never been on veny (iordial terms, and it is probable that 
discussions took place between them of so unpleasant a nature, as 
to induce Lord Cornwallis (whoso maxim through life was that he 
was hound to execute whatever military duty was imposed upon 
him) to write the following letter. The answer, though of course 
of a much later date, is subjoined. 

Eael Oounwatxls to LoKT) Gedhok (xEEMAJN, 

My LoKI), Fhiladelplila, June 17, 1778. 

As there is great reason to apprehend, from the largo detach** 
ments which Sir Henry Clinton is going to make, that no offensive 
measures can be mideifaken against the enemy in this part of the 
world, I must beg that your lordship will be so kind as to lay my 
most humble request before Jiis Majesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to permit me to return to England. 

'X have the honour to bo, &c., 

; ' ' , ^ ^ ObRNWAULIS. 

lOBT) GeOEGE GeBMAIU to ESAEn COENWALLLS. 

My LOEI), Pall Mall, Aug. 0, 1778. 

I had this morning the honour of your lordship^s letter of 
I7th June, in which you desire his Majesty’s leave to return to 
England, as there is no appearance of offensive measures being 
von. X. » 
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iiiidertakeii against tlie enemy in that part of the world. I imme- 
diately laid your lordship’s request before his Majesty, who ordered 
me to acquaint you that at present he cannot dispense with your 
service in N"orth America, especially as your lordship has a dormant 
commission to command all the forces there in case of the death of 
Sir Henry Clinton. I am, &c., 

Geo. Geemain. 

The evacuation of Pliiladelphia by the English, on June 18, 
was attended with some loss of stores, but greater loss of honour 
and reputation. They were severely blamed for abandoning many 
of the inhabitants — ^warm loyalists — to the mercy of the Americans, 
who treated them with great cruelty. Several, including two 
Quakers of high character and position, were inhumanly put to 
death. The retreat of the British army towards New York was 
very deliberately conducted. The enemy’s pursuit was feeble, but 
Lord Cornwallis, who commanded the rear division, had one ojppor- 
tunity of distinguishing himself. Being rather closely pressed near 
Freehold Court House, he considered it more advisable to take the 
initiative than to await an attack. Accordingly (June 28), the bag- 
gage and stores having moved forward with the rest of the army, 
he charged the Americans, who were closing upon him, and drove 
them with great loss from the positions which they successively 
occupied. This defeat would have been more signal, but for the 
aridval of the remainder of the army under Washington, and the 
intense heat of the weather, which rendered pursuit impracticable : 
hut the Americans offered no further molestation to the English 
army, which reached New York on the 5th of July. 

The repulse of the Americans who landed on Ehode Island in 
August was followed by an unsuccessful attempt by Lord Howe to 
bring the French fleet to action. After some days had been spent 
in endeavouring to gain the weathergage, a violent storm arose, 
which scattered both fleets, and, though partial engagements took 
place much to the credit of the British flag, no material advantage 
was obtained. By land various American posts were destroyed. 
Lord Cornwalhs commanded at the destruction of the vessels in 
Littite Egg Harbour, and at the surprise of Pulaski’s corps.^ 

^ 0omte PalasH, a Pole, not of ing him to be put to death, if there was a 

high birth, b* March 4, 1748, killed at the chance of his escaping. The remorse of Ito- 
sieg^ofSavannah C^ct. 1779. He organised kinski stopped the perpetration of this crime, 
the ' attempt to seine ataafelas Augustus in Pulajski^s father was the author of the Con- 
the streets of Warsaw Sepit./3, 1771, 'direct- federation of Bar. 
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Eael CoEmvALLre to Sir Henry Clinton. 


Sir, 


Having received intelligence that 


Kew Bridge, Sept. 28, 1778. 

. V. _ o - — a considerable body of 

militia and a regiment of light dragoons were as.sembled in the 
neighbourhood of Taapan, in order to interrupt our foraging, a plan 
was formed on the evening of the 27th for surprising them. Ttaee 
deserters from the iiglit cohimii alarmed the militia who were 
posted near Hew Taapan, by wliich means they made their escape- 
but the left column, commanded by General Grey,- was so fortunate 
as not to be discovered and the Major-General conducted his march 
with so much order and so silently, and made so good a disposition 
to suiTound the village •of Old Taapan, where the regiment of 
dragoons lay that he entirely surprised tlicm, and very few escaped 
being either kihed or taken. He likewise fell in with a small pity 
of mihtia, a lew of wlioni were killed and sonic taken la-isiers 
The whole loss on our side was one man killed of the second bat- 
talion of light infantry, which corps had the principal share in this 
busmess, aod behavocl with their nsiial spiiit and alaerity. 

The 71st regiiuent, commanded by Lieut-Colonol Campbell * 

and the Queens Hangers, under Liout.-Colouel Simeoe,* who 
crossed the North Eiver from Lieut-General KnyphauseuV divL 
Sion, and wore to have co-operated with the other columns were 
prevented, by tlic desertion of tho three men before mentioned 
from surprising a bo<ly of militia, who by that means took tho alarm’ 
and made their cseaiie. 

1 have the honour to be, &(>., 

Gornwappis. 

Tho following letter shows the temper of the American Con- 
gress, and how ready they were to avail themselves of the most 

* Major-Q^neral, afterwards Gmeral Sir 
Charte Grey, K.B., Colonel iird Dragoon 
T “ , Ooremor of Quernsoy ; orsated 

lord Grey June 23, 1801, and nifwle Karl 
Grey Apnl 11, 1800; b. Oot. 28, 1729, d, 

Nov. 14, 1807 ; m. June 8, 1702, Klirabetli, 
dau. of George Grey, Baq., of Soothwiek. 

Ue lyas aide-de-camp to Rrinoe Ferdinand at 

o* ^ aftemards Major-Oenfral 

feir Archibald Camijbell, of Inrmdk 

Colonel 74th d. Marthi,. ,t79h 

Goreim* of Madw from March 17;S&'t<y 
1780. He bad bectt cajotiitred, la 
aboard 

,haTf»g; 'rtih BoSm'v hob life 
awre that the felli 


the place. He was most tmjusiidably treated 
y the Americans, and his exchange with 
hiHmi Allen was not odkted without much 
dhBculty. M.F. for the Stirling boroughs 

r I" death. 

woufc.-Colonel, afterwards Taieiit.-Genei^al 

John Gmyee Kimooe, Oolonol 22nd Itegimout, 
b. 1750, d.pot. 1800. M.P. for St. Mawes 
from Nor. 1790 to Feb. 1792, when he was 

wade Goremor of Upper Gamida. 'In 1806 

India, but the idet^was gim up. ' 
Inyphausftn hdwmwft 
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frivolous pretexts to avoid the execution of positive engagements. 
By the Convention of Saratoga it was stipulated that the British 
troops should be inarched to certain ports where transports were to 
meet them for their conveyance to England, on condition that 
until duly exchanged they should not serve against the Americans, 
By a gross violation of the terms (which Washington, when appealed 
to, could not deny), the men were removed into the interior of the 
country and not allowed to embark for Europe. To put an end to 
all doubt, the British Government proposed to exchange them for 
an equal number of American prisoners. In transmitting this pro- 
position to Congress, Sir Henry, in firm but temperate languages 
remarked that the terms of the convention had not been observed, 
and tliat the claim for an exchange wm therefore strengtlieued. 
Not only was the subjoined reply given, but the whole of the 
British prisoners were detained in captivity more or less close, till 
the termination of the war, the Americans preferring in this, as in 
several other similar cases, rather to violate their pledges than 
to allow the English the advantage of a reinforcement of trained 
troops. 


The Secretary of Congress to Sir Helney Clintox. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 28, 1778. 

Your letter of the 19th was laid before Congress, and I am 
directed to inform yon that the Congress of the United States of 
Ameifica malce no answer to insolent letters. 

I am, with due respect, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

Chas. Thompson,^ Sec. 


Sir Henry Ceinton to Lord G-eoege Germain. 

My Lord, New York, Oct. 8, 1778, 

On the return of the troops from the expedition to Bedford, 
&c., I proposed taking a forward position with the army, as well 
to procure a supply of forage (which we were much in want of), as 
to observe the motions of the rebel army, and to favour an expo* 
to Egg Harbour, at which place the enemy had a number of 
piiy^tieers and prizes, and considerable salt-works. 

: A0mraingly,, on the 22nd of last month, I requested Lord 
CorhwalKt.toififce a ^ position between Newbridge on ' the Hacldn- 
sack Eiver'in.Iewey' anii Hudson’s , Eiver p and Lieut-General 

1 Charles YhottjpMfl; h in 1,72'^^ <1 1824. 
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Kiiypliaiiseii one between Wepperliam, on tlie last of tliose rirers,. 
and the Brunx. 

In tins situation, with the assistance of the flat boats, we could 
assemble the army on either side of the North Kiyer in twenty-four 
honi’s, and by our having the command of that vhev as far as the 
highlands, Mr. Washington could not assemble that of the rebels in 
ten days : to have done it in Jersey ho must have quitted his 
mountains and risked a general action in a country little favour- 
able to him. 

As by the move before mentioned the provinces of Jersey and 
New York were opened, wo received a coiisiderable supply of pro- 
visions, and a numhcw of families came in. 

General Washington did not seem to show the least disposition 
to assemble bis ai'Jiiy, and the militia ke])t at a, distance ; however, 
by a well -projected plan of Lord Cornwallis, almost an entire 
rt^giment of the cuemy’s liglit dragoons were surprised and 
carried ofil 

For the particulars of this Ubeg leave to v(der your lordship 
to Lord Cornwallis’s report, a copy of which 1 have the honour to 
enclose. ^ Olintoi!!. 

Later in the year Admiral Byron ^ arrived with a fresh squadron, 
but the weather was so stormy that he was unable to blockade 
Boston, and D’Estaing ® es(ia£)ed to tlu* West Indies. Lord Oorn- 
wallis, in the mean time, having received intalligeuc^e of the dan- 
gerous illness of Lady Cornwallis, resigned his command, and sailed 
for Europe, wliicli ho reached lJecomb(;r 13th, 1778. 

Sm UmiiY Clinton to Loan Glouok Okkmain. 

My LoBI), New York, Nov. 24, 1778. 

The army being now in winter quarters, and the defoncei 
of tiro different posts assigned, I have consented that Lieut-General 
Earl Cornwallis should return to England, where his knowledge of 
this country and of our circumstances may dnrmg this' season be 

1 KoaivAdmiral, afterwards Admliml thq ^ Oharfe# Sector, Coffite dlfstidiig, b. 
Hon. John Bjron, gad son of William, 4tb NoW 24, 172t, ’gnittotiMd Arril 26, 1704: 
Lord Byron, b. Nov. 8, 1723, d. April tOf 174®, Mario Sopbie, dan. of 

1786; m. Sept. 8, 1748, Sophia, dau. of dfphft ^ Ejaaaiifflol Oomfd-do Ohatoau. liogtiard. He 
Ixovanion, I&q., of Carhays. He Wal- prth , !W' df Artiirai, equivalent to that 

verbial for always encoimtoring' bad wealW, 4 ,F!eId«iWa»haL Ho commanded the Na- 
and was called by the sailors ** Fottbweather Canard of Vergailies on Oct. b and 6, 

Jack. The descriptioa' of The ttfferinw of ' 1'76^,'bdt'’ would not interfere to protect ijw 
the boAt s crow in the Knd banW ,of toily. In early life he had becfti taken 

IS mainly -derived by Lord Byron feofi. ■ liythe Baglish in India, but broke the i»role 

advOTtuw' ,ol hl»' grimd&te^ to '#hieh he Bad boon admitted, ' " " 

m, the « Wag«Y - ^ .'v ' ' ■ v 
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as servicealble as I have found his experience and activity during 
the campaign. j honour to be, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

The British force in America, exclusive of Canada, &c., con- 
sisted, in the early pai’t of 1779, of the following corps, as appears 
from an Army-list published in that year ^^by authority at New 
York : — 

Beitish. 

1 General Sir Henry Clinton. 

1 Lieut. “General .. .. Earl Ooi'nwallis. 

15 Major-Generals. 


Cavalry ITtli Regiment. 

Guards 2 Battalions. 

Line 29 Battalions. 


Geemaks. 

1 Lient.-General .. Knyphausen. 

6 Major-Generals. 

Line .#22 Battalions. 

Exclusive of artillery and engineers, 25 corps of Provincials, infantry, 
and 4 of cavalry. There were besides many irregular corps of 
loyalists, and several regiments of militia. 

The illness of Lady Cornwallis terminated fatally Feb. 16, 
and daring the remainder of the winter Lord CornwalHs took little 
or no part in public affairs. He had resigned his command in 
America with the intention of remaining at home, but the loss he 
had sustained altered his views, and he determined again to offer 
his services. 

Lobi) Geokge Geemain to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Whitehall, April 11 , 1779 . 

After I had closed my despatches, Lord Cornwallis went to 
Court, and made an offer of Ms services to the King, wliich you will 
not doubt his Majesty was graciously pleased to accept ; and I have 
received Hs Majesty’s commands, in consequence tliorcof, to recal 
and cancel the dormant commission of General which I told you, 
in . iny letter No. 28, was signed by the King for Major-Geheral 
and Lord Cornwallis is to return to his former situation of 
secoM innonmiand to you. 

’’ A^; yon are'yrell acejuainted with his Lordship’s military merit 
and ser^ce% lip :|‘etnrn'to America cannot but be highly pleasing 
to you, and yqur having so able an officer to second you in your 
operations, and shar^ with ^bu the cares andfatignes of so extensive 
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a command, will, I hope, he an additional motive for your remain- 
ing in it, if any motive could he wanting to induce you to continue 
with satisfaction in a command, your exercise of which has already 
redounded so much to your own honour, has been so henelicial to 
the public service, and repeatedly approved by the King. 

I have, &e., 

Geo. Geemain. 


The affairs of America occupied much of the attention of Par- 
liament in the course of the spring. The only important debate in 
the House of Lords (at which Lord Cornwallis appears to have been 
present) was on a motion by Lord Bristol ‘ to remove Lord Sand- 
wich® from office, negatived by 78 to 39, of whom 25 signed a 
protest. In the House of Commons, Lord Howo and Sir William 
Howe, who thought that tlum- characters liad been unfairly im- 
pugned by Ministers, obtained a Committee of the whole House to 
investigate the conduct of the war in Ajuciica. I’hcy considcjred 
Lord Cornwallis a material witness on thrir behalf, but a motion for 
his attendance, April 29, was opposijd by Lord North, and ingatived 
by 180 to 158. On M ay 5 it was renewed and carried almost without 
opposition, and ho was cxamuied the following day. After all, his 
evidence was of little importtince. Ho professed liimsolf ready to 
reply to questions on facts, but declined giving any answers on 
matters of opinion. Ho therefore refused to say whether he thought 
the movements of tlio troops under Sir William Howe judicious or 
not, and would only state generally tliat he had a high respect for 
Sir William’s military talents. The disaster at Trenton he attri- 
buted to the negligence and misconduct of the commanding officer. 
The Government summoned but few witnesses, and they spoke 
principally as to the force of the respective armies. From the 
official returns, it appeared that on Aug. 1, 1777, there were in- 
cluding sick, 37,512 rank and file at New York, and 3862 in <4her 
posts. The American army was never estimated by the witnesses 
at more than 16,000. Mter much time had been, consumed, it was 
evident that the proceedings would answer the purpose of neither 


^ Augustus John, 3rd Bari of Bristol^ 
Vioe-Admira] of the Blue, b. Mar 19, 17M, 
d. Dec, 22 , 1799 5 m, Aug. 6 , 1744* Blissa* 
both, dau. of Colonel ThoTuas Chudl®igtj,-a#iarv 
wards well known as Duch^SS' Of Kings, ton*' 
M.P . for Burj St. Bdmunds ' and ' Baittth 
from May, 17OT, till he wceeded' to' t& 
I)eerege Mmk 1$^ 1775'! Croom of 
chamber % l7p, ^ a 
rnitm, dan, ,l77l. ; He ' 

•A|rii,A7*75.('- - " ‘ ' 


^ dohu, dih'iBatl of Sandwich, h. Nor, 4 , 
AfrIlSB, 1799 5 m. March 7 , 1741 , 
,<iau* hf Charles, Viscount Fane. 
/ABord! of the Admiralty from Dec, 1744 , to 
'Fdb;, 174 $, daring which time he was em- 
m Minister at the Hague and at the 
, of Ai 3 £-Ia«Chapt‘lle 5 three ttmm 

■'.'Hbwt" wrd of the Admiralty--»- 4 n 174 S, 17 'd'S, 
twioeSecreteiyof Sfrite— in 17 §I 
'a|5id"1770. ' ' '' 
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pa'rty ; for while Sir William Howe failed to show that he had not 
been duly supported by Ministers^ they could substantiate no serious 
chai'ge against him. On the 29tit of J line the Committee^ without 
opposition, was adjourned sine die, and never met again. Of com^se, 
no report was made. Lord Cornwallis sooii after sailed from England, 
and arrived at New York early in August. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Lord Oeoroe Geiimajn. 

My Lord, New York, Aug. 20, 1779. 

I must beg leave to express how happy I am made by the 
retuim of Lord Cornwallis to this coimtry. His Lordship’s inde- 
fatigable zeal, his knowledge of the country, his professional ability, 
and the high estimation in which he is held by this army, must 
naturally give me the warmest confidence of efficacious support 
from liim in every undertaking which opportunity may prompt and 
our circumstances allow. 

But his presence, my Lord, affords to me another source of 
satisfaction. When there is upon the spot an officer every way so 
well qualified to have the interests of his country entrusted to him, 
I should hope I might without difficulty be relieved from a station 
which, nobody acquainted with its conditions will suppose to have 
sat light upon me. 

To say truth, my Lord, my spirits are worn out by struggling 
against the consequences of many adverse incidents, wliich, without 
appearing publicly to account for my situation, have effectually 
oppressed me ; to enumerate them would be a painful and mmoces- 
sary, perhaps an improper task. At the same time let me add, my 
Lord, that my zeal is unimpaired ; and were I conscious that my 
particular efforts were necessary for his Majesty’s service, no cir- 
cumstance of private feeling would raise within me a single wish of 
retiring from the command. Tliat, however, is not the case ; for I 
do seriously give it as my opinion tliat, if tlie end<3avours of any 
man arc likely, under our present prospects, to be attended with 
success, Lord Cornwallis, for many reasons, stands among the first. 
I have only to lament that I came to the head of this army at 
a -period of difficulty, when the urgency of affairs in different 
quarters, and motives of more immediate concern necessarily with- 
draw _frpm this command the extensive support which its nature 
required, ''aph. which I am convinced it would not otherwise have 
wanted.. I acquiesce in the importance mf those objects, which 
have either actually 'diminished or have prevented the augmentation 
of my force. Yet I mnst say? that had even 'the feeble roinforco- 
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iiionts wMcli 1 a/in still expecting araved as early as I tliouglit 
myself secure would liare been the case, I sliould have found 
myself enabled to attempt measures perhaps of serious coiiscrpieiice* 
Under my present circumstances, if I shall not have fulfilled the 
expectation wliich may have been indulged from this army, 1 trust 
I shall always find the failure attributed to its just cause, the in- 
adequacy of my strength to its object. 

Thus circumstanced, and convinced that the force under my 
command at present, or that wiU be during this campaign, is not 
equal to the services expected from it, I must earnestly request 
your Lordship to lay before his Majesty my Immble supplications, 
that he will permit me to resign the command of tliis army to Lor<l 
Cornwallis. His Majesty's assent to this petition will crown the 
many favours of which my heart will ever retain the most grateful 
remembrance. j fPe honour, &e., 

If. (bUNTON, 

The attempts at r-econciliation nirnle during the year 1778 had 
so totally failed that tliey were not. again nuunvecl. blie only hopcj 
now evidently rested on hucccbb in the field, yet even this conviction 
does not appear to have infused much energy into tlio military 
operations. During the* absenco of I'jord Cornwallis little was doiu) 
in the North by cither side beyond the capture and ro-capturo of 
various insignificant posts. Nor was much more (‘fftjcted after Ins 
return, nor were his services required for atiy important operation. In 
the South considijrable advantages were gained, (h^ugia Imd b<}on 
overrun, Augusta and Savannah w<n‘o takem, and in 0<*iober Ccneral 
LiueohU and the Comte D’Estaing, who emhnivourcHl to recover 
the latter town, met with a most ignominious repulse. Tlie de- 
claration of war by Spain was followed by the invasion of British 
Elorida, but the partial successes of the Spanifirds in some parts did 
not compensate for the losses they sustained elsowliere. * 

Considerable reinforcements were sent to Canada; 'the 
alarm expressed by, Governor Balling* for the safety of Jamaica 
induced Sir Henry Clinton to order to the West Indies 'the re- 
mainder of the force destined ^ for ' the North." Lord Cornwallis 
ofiered to take the oonamand of tjiis expedition, and actually sailed, 
Sept, 24, with general instructions to-' provide for tho safoty of 

1 Major-Genoral Benjamin Lincoln, b. Jan. BIkabetb, dau* of Pbillp Pini}otl», ; 
1733, A. Mays, 1810; m» 1755. Seoro- 2nd, ' Lotiim, to. ol Rxcellea Lawlbwl, Lsf* 
tary at War from Oot. 1781 to O'ct.' 1783. Govemdr of Jamaica from 1777 to 

CcIomL afterwai’di Goworal Sir John 1782, and C 0 mmatttlor*in-Cliicf ni Mmlw 
Dallibg, Bart, w created March 11, 1788, from 1)«* 1784 to April, 1780, and oii hk 
ColoM 87th' 4 J«j, 1708; m. reaigination obteincct a iJCMioii of lOOOL 
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Jamaica, tlien, if possible, to take New Orleans, and finally to join 
Sir Henry Clinton at Savannah. Wky this arrangement was 
altered does not appear, bnt Lord Cornwallis returned in a few 
days to New York, leaving General Grant in command. Thus 
closed the year 1779, considerably to the advantage of the English, 
though no decisive blow had been struck. Sir H. Clinton, like 
Sir W. Howe, was not satisfied with his position nor with the sup- 
port he received from Government. The letter tendering his 
resignation has already been given ; the answer is now subjoined. 

. Lord George Germaiit to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Whitehall, Nov. 4, 1779. 

I did not omit the earliest opportunity of laying before his 
Majesty your letter of 20th August, in which you express your 
deshre of being permitted to return to England and resign the com- 
mand of the troops to Lord Cornwallis. Though the King has 
great confidence in his Lordship’s abilities, yet his Majesty is too 
well satisfied with your conduct to wish to see the command of his 
forces in any other hands. 

You have had too recent proofs of his Majesty’s favour to doubt 
of his royal approbation. The reinforcements sent to you have 
been as ample as could be afforded in the present situation of this 
country, when so many different sprvices must be attended to, and 
when the powerful enemies we are engaged with require the utmost 
exertions for the protection of this kingdom, and for the defence of 
its extensive dominions. 

If, however, you shall still, under the present circumstances, 
wish to retire, upon receiving your final resolution upon that subject, 
I shall lay it immediately before the King, and I should hope that 
his M^esty, though reluctantly, would comply with your request. 

I am, &c., 

Geo. Germain. 
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CHAPTBE IIL 


Siege of Cliarlestowii — The British advance into the interior of the country — 
Abuse of ‘‘protections” — Coniniand devolves on Lord Cornwallis — ills 
arrangements for government of the province — Advance of General Gates — 
His total defeat by Lord Cornwallis — General Sumpter surprised by Tarloton 

— Punishment of deserters — Defeat of Major Ferguson by theJtehcl militia 

— Winter-quarters at Wynnesl^orough — Colonel Tarleton attacks Sumpter 
and is repulsed — Correspondence with General Greene — Employment of 
Indians — Effects of the campaign of 1780. 

The departure of the French from the coast, after their repulse 
at Savannah, left Sii- Henry Clinton at liberty to attempt the long- 
projected reduction of the Southern provinces. This step was the 
more important, as the financial resources of the Americans 
greatly depended on the sale of the Virginian tobacco, which was 
mostly exported from the Chesapeake. The expedition sailed 
from New York December 2C, 1779; bnt, mainly owing to bad 
weather, did not roach the rendezvous at Tybee till the end of 
January ; and the army did not break gronnd before Charlestown 
till April 1. Sir Henry Clinton liimself commanded the besieging 
army, and detached Lord Cornwallis, with about 1900 men, across 
Cooper Kiver, to intercept all communication between the gamson 
and the country, a service which he very effectively performed. 
Though removed from the scene of more active operations, he was 
anxious to share the perils of the expected assault. 

Eabl Cobnwallis to Sir Hbxby Cluj^ton. 

Sib, Camp at Manigolls, May 7, 17S'0, 0 B.M. ' 

. . . I am glad to hear that everything looks so well on 

your side. If you find that the enemy are obstinately bent on 
trying the fate of a storm, I shall take it as a favour if you will let 
mo be of the party. I can he with you in eight hours from your 
sending to mo. I should bo happy to attend my old friends, the 
grenadiers and light infantry; and perhaps you may think that on 
an occasion of that sort you cannot' have too many officers. I can 
only say that, unless you see any inconvenience to the service, it is 
my hearty wish to attend you on that occasion, As it may not be 
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proper to commit to writing, if yon should approve ol it, your 
saying your Lordship will tahe a ride at such an hour, will be 
sufficient. I am, &c., 

OOENW ALLIS. 

The assault, however, never took place, as, on May 12th, General 
Lincoln surrendered with about 6000 men, 400 pieces of artillery, 
and large magazines. Ten vessels, mounting from 16 to 60 guns, 
were also taken. The loss of the British from, the commence- 
ment of the siege amounted to little more than 250 killed and 
wounded. ‘ 

Three separate corps were immediately sent into the interior of 
the country : one to take possession of Ninety-Sis ; another to move 
upon Augusta; while the third, under Lord Cornwallis, was to 
attack the only body of rebels remaining in arms in South Carolina. 
These three objects were all successfully accomplished. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sib, Camden, June 2, 1780. 

In my letter of the 30th of last month, I enclosed a note from 
Lieut.-Oolonel Tarleton,^ wrote in great haste from the field of action ; 
and I explained my reasons for sending the detachment under his 
command in pursuit of the enemy. 

I have now the honour of transmitting to you his account of the 
march and engagement, with the loss on both sides. 

I can only add the highest encomiums on the conduct of Ifieut.- 
Colonel Tarleton. It will give me the most sensible satisfaction to 
hear that your Excellency has been able to obtain for him some 
distinguished mark of his Majesty’s favour. 

I have the honoui’, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ ColoiK‘1, afterwards (junoral Sir Ban?istre 
Tarleton, Bart,, O.C.B., Colonel 21st Dra- 
gben% Tb. Aug. 21, 1754-, d. Jan. 23, 1833 ; 
lA. Dec. 17, 1798, Susan Briseilla, a natural 
of Robert, 4th Duke of Ancaster. 
CfeloheV'TarMon Iwed for some years with 
Peralta Rohinwn), after her connexion, 
with the Piffhce of Wales ,was broken off, and 
18^ said to haVO r0teeiT©|\<3bttmlerable sums of 


money from her. M.P. for Liver}>ool from 
179(J to 1800, and again from 1807 to 
1812. In the House of Commons he was 
notorious for liis criticisms xtpon military 
matters, the value of which may be esti- 
mated from the fact that he almost uniformly 
oondenmed the conduct of the Duke of 
Wellington. 
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Likut.-Colon^rl TAr.LKTON TO Earl Cornwaltjb, 


My Lord, \Yaxlws, May 30, 1780. 

I liave the lionoiir to inform yon that, yesterday at three 
o’clock, P.M., after a march of 105 miles in 54 hours, with tlm corps 
of cavalry, the infantry of the legion mounted on horses, and a 
three-pounder, at Waxhaws, near the line which divides North from 
South Carolina, the rebel force, commanded by Colonel Burford, 
consisting of the 11th Virginia and detachments of other regiments 
from the same province, with artillery and some cavalry, were 
brought to action. 

After the summons, in which terms similar to those accepted 
by Charlestown were offered, and positively rejected, tlie action 
commenced in a wood: the attacks were pointed at both flanks, 
the front and reserve by 270 cavalry and infantry lilendod, and 
at the same instant all were equally victorious, few of the enemy 
escaping, except the commanding oliicei*, by a precipitate flight on 
horseback. 

It is above my ability to say anything in commendation of tJio 
bravery and execution of officers and men. I leave their mcnit to 
yoxir Lordship’s consideration. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Ban. Tarleton, Liout.-Col, 

Commanding British Ijogion. 


EaEL COIIX WALLIS TO BjR IlENltY CLINTON. 

Sir, Oamdoii, June 2, 1780. 

. , . I have sent emissaries to our friends in North . 

Carolina, to state my situation to them, and to submit to them 
whether it would not be prudent for them to remain q[uiet, until I 
cau give them elfectual support, which could only be done by a 
force remaining in. the country. ^ At the same time I assured them 
that, if‘ they thought themselves a match for their enemies without 
any regular force, and were determined to ■'rise," at aU events, I 
would give them every assistance' in toy '.power, by incursions of 
light troops, furnishing ammunition 

Although in this sanguine moment, I may appear slow and 
cautious to some who overflow witli aieal, 1 must tiust you will find 
my conduct in this business both active and vigorous. 

I have, &c,, 

COBNWAUMS. . 
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EaEL CoBITWALLIS to BKiaAHlEB-GENERAL PaTTISON,^ COMMANDANT 
AT Charlestown. 

Dear Sir, Oamden, June 10, 1780. 

It is witli great concern that I find tlie Commander-in-Chief 
adopted the idea of granting indiscriminate protections, by whicli 
means some of the most violent rebels and persecutors of the whole 
province are declared faithful subjects, and are promised to be 
protected in their persons and properties. You will see by the 
inclosed regulations, that all persons in whom we can place any 
confidence will be militia-men ; the remainder therefore must be 
considered as disaffected. All persons who have got these pro- 
tections, and who cannot be safely received into the militia, must 
be obliged to give up their protections, and their paroles must be 
taken as prisoners of war. I should wish it to be publicly known, 
that no moro protections will be granted, and that those already 
given will be recalled, unless the conduct and characters of the 
possessors entitle them to be trusted to bear arms in the militia or 
provincial corps. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I should wish you to disarm the districts near you, as we cannot 
show too soon that we are in earnest. 

♦ Earl CoitNWALLis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour.® 

Dear Balfour, Camden, June 11, 1780. 

... I yesterday met, by accident, with a Proclamation 
issued June 1st, by Sir H. Clinton and the other Commissioners. 
1 was at first startled at it, and at the effect it had on the people 
of the country. However, on considering it attentively, it appears 
vague and nugatory, and does not materially affect any part of 
my plan. I likewise find that the Aides-de-camp at hoad-cjuarters 
have been distributing j^rotections, declaring some of the most 
violent and persecuting rebels good and loyal subjects. 1 must, 
however, notwithstanding these little obstacles, persevere steadily 
my plan. All those possessing these protections ' who oonie 
uh^Jerihe description of being sent to the Islands/^ must have their 

iitReirwards Geueral, James Wigton Boroughs; Aom l7'$0 to 1790, aad 
Pattleoo, Cdl.*A}otow^daiit R.A. ; 4 Feb. lor Aruudel £rom^ 179,7, to 1802^ 

1805. ^ Tbe pweoue» of. war aud those persona 

® Colonel Nesbit ^ . B4fonr, afterwards a 'in whom no oonhdence could 'he placed, were 
General, and Colonel h. 174'3, remored to some of the numerous islands on 

d* Oct. to, 1823 5 unmarried*' ' for the the coast of South Carolina. 
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protections taken away, and proper paroles substituted. All otliers 
wlio are not sufficiently loyal to be admitted into the militia, must 
Rave tlieir protections exchanged for common paroles. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Innes.”* 

Dear Sir, Camden, June 16, 1780. 

Mills® has been premature in his rising; but as he liyes in 
a remote corner of the country, quite out of our way, and insists 
upon defending the settlements of liimself and his followers, we 
must let Min act. I have used eveiy exjiedient in my power to 
induce our friends in North Carolina to roniain at home and get in 
their harvest, and by no means to think of rising till I send to 
tli^m. ; and I have reason to think now that they have all ac- 
quiesced, though very unwillingly. I must beg you will lot Mills 
have a little ammunition, and you must absolutely send some 
tolerably intelligent officer with liim, to insist positively on his 
acting only on the defensive, and to put him in the way of doing so. 
Should he act offensively, he might endanger the bringing on a 
premature rising in the province, and ruin all our plans for the 
reduction of North Carolina. j 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Cornwallis had strongly deprecated any premature rising 
in North Carolina, which might expose the loyalists to bo cut off in 
detail, as ho purposed to march in the beginning of September 
into the back parts of that province, which ho entertained sanguine 
hopes of reducing. In a letter to Sir H. Clinton, June 30,' 
nouBcing this intention, Lord Ooniwallis expresses , He opinion; 
that if his efforts should prove successful, North Oarolhm would 
effectually cover Georgia and South Carolina, antd that whole 
might be retained with a force no larger than was' ; required for the 
latter province alone. 

i Alexander Inncs, Oolooel of the H®' w-as hanged hi cold Wood by 

Carolina Regiment of Loyalists, and after the defeat of Major Fer-^ 

Oeneral of file ProrinoiarCorpg. ' i! A'. ' 

* Colonel Mills eoMmttd'w A 
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Eael Coe WALLIS to Vice-Admiral Aebuthnot.^ 

Dear Sir, Charlestown, June 29, 1780. 

I hope you will not be offended when I assure yon that the 
Proclamation of the Commissioners, of the Ist, and that of the 
G-eneral, of the 3rd, did not at all contribute to the success of my 
operations. hTotliing can in my opinion be so prejudicial to the 
affairs of Great Britain as a want of discrimination. You will cer- 
tainly lose your friends by it, and as certainly not gain over your 
enemies. There is but one way of inducing the violent rebels to 
become our friends, and that is by convincing them it is theii' 

interest to be so. t 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Almost immediately after the fall of Charlestown proclama- 
tions had been issued by Sfr Henry Clinton, calling upon all well- 
disposed persons to enrol themselves in the militia for a limited 
term of service, and denouncing severe punishment against those 
who should take up arms on the other side. Paroles were required 
from such as could not be trusted, but various privileges and im- 
munities were to be granted to tile well-affected. The good effects 
of these proclamations were totally undone by those of a later date, 
of wliich Lord Cornwallis so strongly complained, since they con- 
verted into active spies numbers who, if not friendly, were inclined 
to be tranquil, and threw the whole province into a dangerous 
ferment. 

On the departure, June 5, of Sir Henry Clinton to the north- 
ward, the command, civil as well as military, devolved on Lord 
Cornwallis, who with only 4000 regular troops and a few pro- 
vincials had not only to occupy several important posts® widely 
distant from each other, but also to maintain in the field an 
efficient force to repel any attempt made by the American Generals 
to invade South Carolina. To keep down the rising spirit of dis- 
affection was another part of his arduous task. Before commencing 
operations it was also incumbent upon him to establish a regular 
system of civil government for the province, and to organise an 

1 Admiral Arbatlinot, Tb, 1711, town, Camden, and Sammaln be- 

d. Jan. 31, 179-1; he is said by Cbamook to sides Cheraw Hill, George Town, Kooky 
have' been ne|)hft'W' 0 f Dr. Arbnthnof^ the Mount, Ninety-Six, and Beaufort, and other 
friend of Pope. , ‘ smaller places. 

2 The principal of these po# mt& Charles- 
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efficiont police. For tliis purpose Lord Cornwallis returned to 
Cliarlestown, where he was for a considerable time occupied 
with these difficult but necessary arrangements. They were 
completed in a manner which reflected the liighest credit on 
his adiiiinistratiye talents, but it would be tedious to enter 
upon the details. 


Earl Coeistwallis to Lord Rawdok'I^ 

My beau LoBD, ClmrlGstomi, June 20, 3 780. 

The affair of Tiyon County ^ has given me great concern. 
Although I had my apprehensions that the flame would break out 
somewhere, the folly and imprudence of our friends are unpardon- 
able. I desire you will inform Lieut-Colonol Hamilton ® that I 
wisli him to come to town immediately, and would have him 
accpiaint his officers before ho leaves the regiment, that if I liear 
of any more instances of irregularity about recniifcing, or dis- 
obedience of orders, I will put the regiment into garrison on 
Sullivan's Island. 

You will please to order Major Doyle to examine all recruits 
that arc brought to any of the provincial corps, and if it appears 
that any of them are rebel prisoners, they must be sent to towii 
escorted by an officer and party of the corps which has enlisted 
thorn, and you will report to mo the name of the officer by whom 
they woi'e enlisted. 

I think I mentioned to you that it will bo proper to give 
higher a’ank to the majors of militia, as soon as proper persons 
can bo found to succeed them as majors. Perhaps you need 
not wait oven for that, as the being called Colonel \ull help to 
give them authority. You will please to give orders to send on 
parole to tlio Islands all who come under the description of my 
order. 


^ B>ancis Lord iEawdou, afterwards' Earl 
of Moira, K.O. arid G.G.B., made Marquis 
of Hastiugis, Dee. 7, l81d, a Oen-eml and 
(iolonel 27th Regiment j b. Dec. 0, 17^4, d. 
Nov. 28, 1830; to. July 12, 1804, Flom, 
Comitess of Loudon in her own right, m 
mw miioli service, and distinguished himseJf 
highly ; (Jovernor-Oeneral of India from Oct. 
1813 to Jan. 1823 ; Governor of Midta from 
May, 3824, to Deo. 1826; succeeded Lord 
Cornwallis In 1806 as Constable of the Tower, 
and held that office till his death, M,P. for 
Randabtiiwn from 1780 to 1783. 

® The LoyftliHts had risen in the end of 
Jiitte under Colonel More, but were defeated 

VOL. I. 


by Colonel Rutlierford. 

® LieuL-Oolonel John HaTOilton, Noith 
Carolina Volunteers, one of the best of the 
Lqy$lM officers; hte whole 'property was 
conftiOated, , but as he was in business his 
case did not come under the rules laid down 
fbr compensation ; in 1 794, however, he re- 
ceived n comidomble sum. 

^ ,M^or, afterwards General 8ir John, 
Doyle, Bart., so crcJited Oct. 19, 1805, 
C.C.B., Colonel 87th Regirumt; b* 1750, 
d. Aug, 8, 1834, unmarried. M.P. for Mul- 
lingar 1784 to 1798, and for Newport, Isle 
of Wight, from Doc. 1800 to April, 3807. - 

K 
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I have received from my brother ' a very satisfactory account 
of his engagement with La Motte Picquet.® 

Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Charlestown, June 30, 1780 . — Bee Appendix, No. 1. 


Eaul Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 


Sir, Charlestown, July 14, 1780. 

About the time that the Beaumont ’ sailed with my last 
letters, I receiyed despatches from Pensacola, which I transmit to 
youx Excellency. I was extremely sorry to learn that the state 
of the place, and that of their enemies in the neighbourhood of it, 
was Tery different from what I had heard a few days before through 
the channel of a private letter from St. Augustine ; and I am the 
more concerned, as the relative situation of this place, the state of 
the naval affairs here, and the present condition of the province, 
render it utterly impossible for me to give assistance ; for to at- 
tempt it with any degree of prudence, and to do it effectually, a 
convoy would be wanted of more considerable force than could be 
given from hence, and a greater detachment of troops than could 
be spared consistent with the security of this important province. 

In case of a misfortune at Pensacola, St. Augustine becomes a 
frontier in this quarter, and I think I shall direct Lieut.-Co]onel 
Clarke® to take the command there with the regiment of Weissen- 
bach and some provincials, and remove the detachments of the 
60 th (upon which from their composition there can be no great 


^ Hon. William Cornwallis, Captain R.N., 
afterwards Admiral of tlie Red, G.C.B. ; b. 
Feb. 20, 1744, d. July 5, 1819, unmarried. 
M.P. for Eye from Hay, 1768, to Jaa. 1774, 
from March, 1782, to March, 1784 ; then for 
Portsmouth to June, 1790, and again for Eye 
to Jan. 1807. He was a very distinguished 
oiBoer, and known in the Nary a.s Billy Blug ; 
he had many peculiarities ; among others, he 
'Should nerer allow himself to be called Sir 
Willto, after he had received the Bath. 
The action alluded to in the text was fought 
off St. Bucie, March 25 ; the English squa- 
dron consisted of the ‘ tion/ 64, and two 
other small sail-of-the-line. The French of 
4 seventy-fours and 3 frigates^ They sepa- 
rated after fighting for 24 hours ; and when 
next day Captain Cornwallis had been rein- 
forced by 1 sixty-four and 2 frigates, the 


French declined to renew the engagement. 
His celebrated retreat witli 5 saihof-the-jiup 
and 1 frigate before 13 sail-of-the-line, 14 
frigates, and 3 other small ships, took place 
June 17, 1795. 

2 Comte Guillaume Picquet de la Motte, 
usually known as La Motte Picquet, b. 1720, 
d. July 10, 1791. 

3 Lieut.-ColoneI, afterwards Field-Marshal, 
Sir A lured Clarke, K.B., and Colonel of the 
7th Regiment, b, about 1740, d. Sept. 10, 
1832; maiTied Catherine, dau. of Orhy Hunter, 
Esq. She had previously run away with Lord 
Pembroke. (See Horace Walpoles Letters.) 
Commander-in-Chief at Madras and Bengal, 
from Jan. 1796 to July, 1801; for a few 
months in 1798 he was Acting Goveimor- 
General. He commanded at the captui'e of 
the Cape of Good Hope, Sept, 1795. 
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dependence to Savannah, to assist in the interior business of the 
province. For with East Florida in om* possession on one side 
and South Carolina on the other, it is not probable that Georgia 
can be an object to any foreign enemy. 

Since my arrival at tliis place I have been employed in the 
internal regulations of the province, and settling the militia of the 
lower districts, both of which are in forwardness ; and I have kept 
up a constant corresj^ondenee with the frontiers and the interior 
parts of North Carolina, where the aspect of affairs is not so peace- 
able as when I wrote last Sumj)ter,^ with about 1500 militia,, is 
advanced as far as the Oatawha settlement Lord Eawdon reports 
to me that many of the disaffected South Carolinians from the 
Waxhaw and other settlements on the frontier, whom ho had put 
on parole, have availed themselves of the general release of the 
20th of June, and have joined General Sumpter. 

Accomits from Virginia thiTaxgh different eliaiinels say that 
2500 of their militia liad followed De Ivalbe;** tliat the Asstnnbly 
had voted 5000 men, to be immediately drafitvi to servo as a corps 
of observation, and had vosb^l their Governor with absolute power 
durhig their recess. The Govermmait of North Carolina is like- 
wise making great exertions to raise troops, and pers(i<inting our 
friends in the most cruel manner, in conscc|uenco of whidi Colonel 
Bryan,"^ although h(‘. had promised to w^ait for my orders, lost all 
patience and rose with about 800 men on the Yadkin, and by a 
difficult and dangerous march joined Major M Arthur^ on the 
borders ol Anson county ; about two-thirds oTily of his people were 
armed, and those I believe but indifferently. 

The effects of the exertions which the enemy are making in 
those two piwinces, will, 1 make no doubt, bo (exaggerated to us. 
But upon the whole there is every reason to believe tliat their plan 
is not only to defend North Carolina, but to commencje offensive 
operations immediately ; which reduces mo to the necessity, if I 
wanted the inclination, of following the plan which I had the honour 
of transmitting to your Excellency in my letter of the 30th of June/ 
as the mo^ effectual means of keeping up the spirits' of our friends 
and seeming this province. To enable me to begin first, I am using 
every possible despatch in transporting, to Camden mn, salt, regi- 

1 The OOtb was then mainly composed of OermaEi regiment m the French service, ’with 
foreigners— dewrters— and men sentenced to the rank of brigadier. 

nnliiniied service by conrts-martfal -4 Colonel Snmtiel Bryan, a loyalist ; Ids 

2 Major-General Tlios. Sumpter, b. 1714, whole property was c<«discate<l 

d. Jnnep, 1832. 6 Major Archibald M Arthur, 7ht Eegl* 

Mfjw-oencral the Baron de Kalbe, b. meat, afterwards L!eut.-Colo!iel COlh 
1752, killed lug. 19, 1780 ; to. 1787, Ma- ment. heft the wrvla* Nov. 18,' 1790. 
demoiselle Anne Bmilie Van hobais j he was « S'rff Appendix, 
a native of Anspach, mid had commanded a 
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mental stores^, arms, and ammunition, wliicli, on account of the dis- 
tance and excessive heat of the season, is a work of infinite labour, 
and requires a considerable time. The want of subordination and 
confidence of om militia in themselves, will make a considerable 
regular force always necessary for the defence of the province, until 
North Carolina is perfectly reduced. It will be needless to attempt 
to take any considerable number of the South Carolina militia with 
us when we advance; they can only be looked upon as light troops, and 
we shall find friends enough in the next province of the same quality, 
and we must not undertake to supply too many useless mouths. 

When the troops march into North Carolina it will be abso- 
lately necessary to get supplies up some of the principal livers of 
that province ; I therefore thought it proper to apply to Captain 
Henry to detain the " Sandwich," which will be more useful to us 
than any frigate in the service, and could not in my opinion be 
much wanted at New York, where the AdmiraP will have it in his 
power to fit up so many vessels of the same kind. Captain Henry 
has consented, and I hope to procure, with her assistance and the 
galleys, a tolerable water-communication pretty high up the coun- 
try. The bringing the troops down towards the coast before the 
month of November would be leading them to certam destruction. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

Mt Lord, Quarters, Pliillipsburgh, July 14, 1780. 

. . . Agreeable to the intimation I had the honour of 

giving June 1, 1 request you will send me as soon as possible what 
troops you can spare. I think you may give 2500 men ; so I have 
not sent the baggage on. The enemy intend to attack Canada ; 
but Washington has not been able to recruit his army. . . . 

I have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

In another despatch, dated the following day, Sir Henry Clinton 
announces, that instead of attempting a diversion on the scale ori- 
ginally proposed, he should only send 1000 men to Blimbeth Eiver. 

EarXj Cornwallis to kSjr Henry Clinton. 

Sir, , " Cbaiiestowa, Aug. 0, 1780. 

I have Teoeived your letter^ of the 14th and 15th of July, 
and am very glad to find by tlie latter# that you do hot place much 

^ AAtoiral Arbntlwiot. 
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clepenclence on receiving trooj)s from lienee. My letter of tlie J itli 
by the ^ Halifax/ will have convinced you of the impossibility of 
weakening the force in this province, and evcrytliing wliieh lias 
happened since that time tends more strongly to conlirm it. Tlie 
general state of things in the two prorinees of North and South 
Carolina, is not very materially altered since my letters of the Mth 
and 15th of last month were written. Frequent skinnislms with 
various success have happened in the country between the Catawba 
Eiver and Broad Eiver. The militia of the district about Tiger and 
Ennorce rivers was formed by us under a Colonel Floyd / Colonel 
Neal, the Eehel colonel, had fled ; but Lieut.-Colonel Lisle, who 
had been paroled to the Islands, exchanged, on his arrival in 
Charlestown, his parole for a certifleafe of his being a good subject, 
returned to the coiintry, and eanied off the whole battalion to join 
General Sumpter at CataAvba. Wo have not, however, on the whole 
lost ground in that part of tho country. Cn tlu‘ c(tsterii ]>art of the 
province we have been more unfortunate. Major 'SI‘Arthnr S(‘(*iug 
tho great importance of tlio post at Clun’aw Hill, and flailing 
liimself perfectly secure from any attack of tho caunuy, dcsiri*d to 
continue tliorc longer than it was intended he should wlaui 1, had 
the honour of writing to you on tho 15th. At last, howcw'iT, tho 
71st regiment grew so exceedingly sickly, that lie Ibund if abso- 
lutely necessary to move, and marched on the 24th to thc 4 oast 
branch of Linches Creek. Gatos/ who has taken tho command of 
He Ealbe's corps, was still on Deep Eiver; and llutherford no 
further advanced than Eocky Eiver. Knowing of no (.nunny 
witliin many miles, he vonturc<I to send about quo hundred siede in 
boats down the Pcdoc to George ’'fown. By this tiiiuv tJui rtiports 
industriously propagat(‘d in tliis province of a larger a,rmy ixmiing 
from the northward had very iimch intimidated our friends, encou- 
raged om enemies, and clctermijied tho wavering against UB~to 
which our not advancing and acting offensively likewise. cdntxdbutecL 
Colonel Mills, who commanded tlio militia of the Gheraw district, 
though a very good man, had not complied witli my instructions in 
forming his corps ; but he placed more faith in oatte and profes- 
sions, and attended less to the former, conduot of those lie admittctl 
The instant tliis militia found that McArthur had left his post, and 
were assured that Gates wotxld come there tho next <lay, tlu^y 
seized their own officers and^ the hundred sick, and cjirried them all 

^ Colonel Floydy loyalist, 4. 1$^^; to* Ule w'a® originally in the Knglialr aimy, and 
Arabella, dau. of David 'Jonea, ^ brought homo the des|mtobe4 of tbu mptuif 

in Mew Tork. ’ ' ^ . of mkrtlbfqae j aerved under Crlnue Ferdl- 

® Miyor^Oeueml ' Horatio ton irtnd and Ooneral Braddookj hM wii^ 'VIA 

clergyman at Maldon in itod' god»ob of ginian, but before bis death bi libomted aW 
Horace Walpole j K t728,, dv ipHl 10, 1806. Eis slaves. 
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prisoners into Nortli Carolina. Colonel Mills mtli difficulty made 
Ms escape to Greorge Towr^where I was mxicli alarmed for Wemyss/ 
whose party was mncli weakened by sickness. The whole country 
between Pedee and Santee has ever since been in an absolute state 
of rebellion, every friend of Govermnont has been carried off, and 
his plantation destroyed. This unfortunate business, if it should 
have no worse consequences, will shake the confidence of our friends 
in this province, and make our situation very uneasy until we can 
advance. The wheat-harvest in North Cai-olina is now over ; but 
the weather is still excessively hot, and notwithstanding our utmost 
exertions, a great part of the rum, salt, clothing and necessaries 
for the soldiers, and the arms for the provincials and ammunition 
for the troops, are not very far advanced on their way to Camden. 
However, if no material interruption happens, this business will be 
nearly accomplished in a fortnight or three weeks. It may be 
doubted by some whether the invasion of North Carolina may be a 
prudent measure ; but I am convinced it is a necessary one, and that 
if we do not attack that province, we must give up both South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, and retire witHn the walls of CharlestoTO. Our 
assurances of attachment from our poor distressed friends in North 
Carolina are as strong as ever; and the patience and fortitude 
with which those unhappy people bear the most oppressive and 
cruel tyranny that ever w^as exercised over any country, deserve 
our greatest admiration. The Highlanders have offered to form a 
regiment as soon as we enter the country, and have desired that 
Governor MartiM may be theii* chief ; I have consented, with the 
rank of Lieut.-Co]onel Commandant. The men they assure us are 
already engaged. An early diversion in my favour in Chesapeak 
Bay will be of the greatest and most important advantage to my 
operations. I most earnestly hope that the Admiral will be able 
to spare a convoy for that purpose. j have, &c., 

COKmVALLIS. 

Earo Cornwallis to Sir Henr^ Clinton. 

SlE, Charlestown, Atig. 10, 1,780. 

I yesterday received an express from Camden, informing me 
that Gates, with OaswalP and Kutherford, was advancing and 

^ Major Jfflocies Weniyss, afterwards Lieut.- to Samuel Martin, Secretary of the Treasury, 
Colonel 63rd Regiment, Out of tho service who wounded Wilkes in a duel. 

July 31, 1789; , , * Richard Caswall, afterwards a Msyor- 

® Josiah 'Mkrtin, (Soremar of Horth Caro- General, Governor of Korth Carolina from 
lina in 1770, k -April ^3, 1737, d. 1786; 1777 to 1780, and from 1780 to 1787, 

m., 1761, Elfrabeth, - dau* ol^ Josiali Maidiin, d. Nov. 20', 1780, ' 

Esq., of Long Island; he- was half-hrother 
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making every appearance of attacking Lord Eawdon; ke liad 
assembled on tlie west branch of Linches Creek at Eobertson’s^ the 
23itb 33rd, 71st, and Tolunteers of Ireland. Our troops are in 
general sickly, the 71st so much so, that the two battalions have 
not more than 274 men under arms. Sumpter attacked his post at 
Hanging Eock, where the infantry of the Legion and Governor 
Browne’s ^ corps were posted. He was repulsed, but not without 
difficulty. Our loss was considerable, five officers killed and four 
wounded. These accounts, added to the infidelity of our militia, 
are not pleasing. I am just going to join the army, and hope to 
get there before anything of consec£uence happens. 

If we succeed at present, and are able to penetrate into Hortli 
Carolina, without whicli it is impossible to hold this province, your 
Excellency will see the absolute necessity of a diversion in the 
Chesapeak, and that it must be done early. 

I have, &c., 

COENWALLTB. 

The same evening Lord Coimwallis left Charlestown, and arrivc}d 
at Camden on the 13th. Two alternatives were prcsouled for his 
choice : either to abandon 800 sick, with all his stores, and retreat to 
Charlestown, which lie could have reached without any material diflL 
culty ; or with a very inferior force to fight the Americans, who were 
about 7000 strong. The first involved tho total loss of the whole 
province ; the second, the very serious risk of a defeat, considering 
tho inequality of numbers. Lord Cornwallis, as might have been 
expected from his character, adopted tlie bolder line, and in the 
evening of the 15th moved towards Eugoley Mills, It happened, 
singularly enough, that General Gatos had also determined to 
engage, and before daybreak the following morning the two armies 
met, each moving towards tho other. After a long and obstinate 
contest. General Gatos was totally defeated. 

Two days later, Colonel Tarleton by a rapid march, surprised 
near ^Catawba Ford, General Sumpter, who with a corps of about 
800 men was escorting 250 prisoners, and a large quantity of 
stores, artillery, and ammunitiom Sumpter himself escaped, 
though with difficulty, but his whole corps was killed, taken, or 
dispersed.® 

^ Dawiel BrowM, h, 17^6, la aoUoni ©xoitdel ^^800, incltidhig $ geaemn 

Tcmth from SooU«d, and &£■ dad X0OO priwn^w. For tie detalli m 

the war retired to B'ruwwidfe, th# dwjpateh of lord Comwallw, AplWftlii: 

d. HAroh, A -< > ‘ i 

® The total Amerioaii' lo&e , Ih "’tihe Tiwo '■ '''''' ^ ^ , 
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Morning- State, Ahghst 16. 


Officers, ISToii-Oominissioned Officers, &c 

Bank and Bile 

.. 289 

.. 1944 


Casualties that Day. 

2233 

Killed . . . 

Wounded 

Missing 

Non-Com. Officers, 
Officers. and Rank and File. 

2 .. .. 66 .. , 

18 .. .. 227 .. . 

— .. .. 11 .. . 

Total. 

68 

245 

11 


At Catawba Ford. 

324 

Killed 

Wounded 

1 .. .. 8 .. , 
— .... 6 .. . 

9 

6 


15 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Cruger.* 
yiB, Oamden, Aug. 18, 1780. 

I have the pleasure to inform you, that on the morning 
of the 16th, I attacked and totally defeated General Gates’s 
army ; above 1000 were killed and wounded, and about 800 
taken prisoners. We are in possession of eight pieces of brass 
cannon — all they had in the field — all their ammunition waggons, 
a great number of arms, and 130 baggage- waggons ; in short, 
thei'e never was a more complete victory. I have written to 
Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull,^ who is with Major Ferguson^ on Little 
Eiver, to push on to Waxhaw after General Sumpter, whose 
detachment is at present the only collected force of the rebels 
in all this country, Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton is in pursuit of 
Sumpter on this side. I have given orders that all the inhabitants 
of this province, who had mhmitted, and who have taken part in 
this revolt, should be punished with the greatest rigour, that they 
should bo imprisoned, and their whole property taken from them 
or destroyed ; I have likewise directed that compensation should 
be made out of their effects to the persons who have been plun- 
dered and oppressed by them, I have ordered in the most positive 
manner, that every militia ’man who had borne arms with us and 

* Lieut.-GoloDeI J, Harris Cruger com- ^ Major Patrick Ferguson of Pitfour, 70fcL 
bati. of General De Lauoey's Pro- Regiment, h. 1744. Killed Oci 9, 1780. 
vincM He nrarried a daughter of He had been promoted in Bngland to the 

Gena-al' pe Kanoey, and, after the war was rank of Lieut.-Colonch hut the intelligence 
obliged- to, come to England, as his whole had not readied America. He invented, a 
property waa -confiscated'. * > breoch-loading rijfle, for which he took out a 

2 Lieut.-Colond ;Gemge Turnbull com- patent, 
manded the 'Hew York Volunteers. * 
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had afterwards joined the enemy should be immediately hanged. 
I have now, Sir, only to desire that yon will take the most vigorous 
measures to ex^tinguisli tJm rebellion in the district in which you 
command, and that you will obey in the strictest manner the direc- 
tions I have given in this letter, relative to the treatment of the 
country. I intend sending a fiigate directly to England ; any 
letters which you may send immediately to Charlestown will be in 
time for it. X am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Our loss is about 300 killed and wnunded, chiefly of the 33rd 
regiment and Volunteers of Ireland 

Earl Coiinwalxjs to Loki) GEOK(iK Germai^t. 

OaTiiden, Aug. 17H0. — St'C Appoiulix, No. 2. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord *Gkorge (iKmiAiN. 
Caindew, Aug, 21 , 17 B 0 . — h>cc Appendix, No, fL 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sib, <!amden, Aug. 2Ji, 1780. 

. . . X have not yot heard any accounts from North Ca- 

rolina ; but I hope that our friemds will immediately take arms, as 
I have directed them to do. diversion of the Ohesapeak will 

be of the utmost importance. The troops here have gained repu- 
tation, hut they have lost numbers, and there can be no dou!)t that 
the enemy will use every effort to repel an attack ; which if suc- 
cessful, must end in their losing all tluj Bouthem colonies. 

I have likewise to observe, that it‘ a general exchange should 
take place, the enemy^s prisoners should, in my opinion, be delk 
vered at the same place as ours are sent im The ^ rebels" 
confined at Charlestown are almost all continentals and of' the oM 
country, and would if released from hence, soon form a corps on 
the frontiers of Virginia, far superior in number to the troops under 
my command ; and I do not think if tim prisoners were all re- 
moved, that I could draw any considerable reinforcement from the 
garrison of Charlestown, conridering the great distance we shall be 
removed from, thence. ' , '' , 

It is difficult to form ,a' plan ''bf', operations, which must depend 
so much on circam^fonees f .butii at. present appears to me, that I 
should endeawc?'^ to get '-as sobn''te possible to Hillsborough^ ^^ad 
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tliere assemble and try to arrange tlie friends wbo are inclined to 
arm in onr fayonr, and endeavour to form a very large magazine 
for tbe winter, of flour and meal from the country, and of rum, 
salt, &c., from Cross Creek, which I understand to be about eighty 
miles’ carriage. But all this will depend on the operations which 
your Excellency may think proper to pursue in the Cliesapeak, 
which appears to me, next to the security of New York, to be one 
of the most important objects of the war. I can only rejoeat what 
I have often had the honour of saying to you : that wherever you 
may think my presence can be most conducive to his Majesty’s 
service, thither I am at all times ready and willing to go. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Camden, Aug*. 29, 1780. 

I send duplicates^ of my letters of the 23rd, and of those 
of the 6th and 10th of this month. Nothing very material has 
occurred since the 23rd. We receive the strongest professions of 
friendship from North Carolina. Our friends however, do not seem 
inclined to rise xmtil they see our army in motion. The severity 
of the Eebel government has so terrified and totally subdued the 
minds of the people, that it is very difficult to rouse them to any 
exertions. The taking that violent and cruel incendiary General 
EutherforcN has been a lucky circumstance, but the indefatigable 
Sumpter is again in the field, and is beating ujj) for recruits with the 
greatest assiduity. 

Major Wemyss is going with a detachment of the 63rd regiment, 
moimted, some refugees, provincials, and militia, to disarm in the 
most rigid manner, the country betw’-een Santee and Peclee, and 
to punish severely all those who submitted or pretended to live 
peaceably under his Majesty’s G-overnment since the reduction of 
Charlestown, and have joined in this second revolt ; and I ordered 
him to hang up all those militia-men who were concerned in seizing 
their officers and capturing the sick of the 71st regiment. I have 
myself ordered several militia-men to be executed who had volun- 
tarily enrolled and borne arms with us, and afterwards revolted to 
the enemy. 

I hope to be able to move my first division in eight or nine 
days into North Carolina by Charlottetown and Salisbury ; the 
second w;iH follow in about ten days after with convalescents and 

^ battlo of O^dto. 
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stores. I shall leave the New York Volunteers and Innes’ corps to 
take care of this place imtil the sick and stores can he removed. 
Our sickness at present is rather at a stand, the recoveries nearly 
keeping pace with the falling down. I dread the convalescents not 
being able to march, but it is very t(3mptiiig to try it, as a move of 
forty or fifty miles wonld put us into a much better climate. 

Ferguson is to move into Tryon County with some militia, whom 
he says he is sure he can depend upon for doing their duty and 
fighting well ; but I am sorry to say that his own experience, as 
well as that of every other officer, is totally against him. 

I am very anxious to hear again from the northward, as our 
accounts of the French fleet were very imperfect. 

I most sincerely hope that nothing can hapxjen to prevent your 
Excell(»ncy^s intended diversion in the Chesapeak. If unfor- 
tunately any unforeseen cause should make it impossible, I should 
hope that you will see the absolute necessity of adding some force 
to the Oarolinas. j Rave tlie lionour, &c., 

CORHWALLIS. 

Lord Cornwallis resolved to advance into .North Carolina as 
soon as possible after the battle of Camden. But the weakness 
of his araiy, and, above all, the want of transport, greatly delayed 
him. From the latter cause he had previously suffered much, 
and it arose in a great degree from Sir Henry Clinton having taken 
.with him, wlion he loft Charlestown, most of the waggons and 
draught-horses, without even informing Lord Cornwallis of what 
he had done. At length, on Sept. 8, he moved towards Charlotte- 
town, wlierehe arrived about the end of tbo month, and determined 
to establish a strong post. Here he received the unwelcome in- 
telligence that on the 9th Oct. a largo body of the Eebel militia 
had surprised Major Ferguson at King’s Mountain. The Major 
himself fell, and nearly his whole corps, amounting to about 1000 
men, mostly Imyal militia, were killed or taken. This dtfeat was 
not only fatal to the attempt on North Carolina, htit it dispirited • 
the Loyalists and proportionally elated the AineticaB& It was the 
more vexatious, as Lord Oomwallto had^ reluctantly given way to 
the assurance of Major Ferguson that his militia could be trusted, 
and to the earnest advice of Colonel Tarieton that the expedition 
should be undertaken. The failuro Lord Cornwallis attributed as 
much to Colonel Tarleton^s ramissnessb^g to Major Ferguson, who 

^ CokMl Twrkton in, Ms * 0«pal|iia* outtii, X>m. t2, 1787, wys with 
lays th# blame m fihrd la a that “ Tarletonk is a most malicioius 

letter |o the Bishop 'pf ntehfieM, dated Cal- and false attack ; ho knew and the 



60 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. III. 


was considered a good officei% having neglected to take due pre- 
cautions to j)i’Ovent a surprise. The blow was severely felt, and 
compelled Lord Cornwallis to fall back into South Carolina. This 
retrograde inarch was attended with some loss, and his difficulties 
were increased by the bad state of liis health at that time. He 
reached Wynnesborough on the 29th Oct, and immediately opened 
a communication with General Leslie, who had been sent to Vir- 
ginia with a strong reinforcement, as soon as Sir Henry Clinton 
heard of the battle of Camden. But the instructions given to 
General Leslie were not communicated to Lord Cornwallis, although 
he was placed under his command. 


Sir Henry Clinton to General Washington. 

# 

Sir, * New York, Oct. 23, 1780. 

I have received your letter of the 16th instant, inclosing 
copies of an extract of a letter from the Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.- 
Colonel Nesbitt Balfour, and of a letter from Lord Eawdon to Major 
Rugeley.^ 

I must always consider an extract from a letter as a partial, and 
not always a candid description of a correspondence ; but admitting 
the authenticity of these papers, I am to suppose that Lieut- 
General the Earl Cornwallis had determined to punish with a just 
severity certain persons, who after subscribing to and taking a test- 
oath of allegiance and service to his Majesty, had committed crimes 
in violation of such test-oath so taken and subscribed to by them ; 
and it seems to me both natural and proper that loyal subjects, who 
have been injured and oppressed on account of their zeal for the 
King’s service, should receive compensation in such cases, by a dis- 
crimination between them and the avowed enemies to the British 
Government. 

I perceive no reason why a militia-man who has joined the 
King’s army, and is afterwards taken in that of the enemy, should 
be discriminated from other deserters. I need not point out to you, 
Sir, the right the laws of arms give over such offenders. And this 
will serve as the only necessary remark I have occasion to make 
on what is called a letter from Lord Rawdon, which concerns only 
desepders. 

':s^vewl o£ tlie measures which he although I used the most earnest entreaties ; 
nowh5lam«. MyuotseudingreHe! to Colonel I mention this as a proof, amongst many 
Forgttfon,;.althoh|h hte was positively ordered others, of his candour 
to retire, Was wUrely bWing to TaUetop him- i Major Henry Rugeley, aftei wards Lieut,- 
self : he plM-ed weafenew, from the remains Colonel commanding a provincial corps, 
of a fever, aha rehised'’ to' make the attempt^ 
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For tlie style or terms in wliich it may he written, lie is in tlie 
first instance answerable only to tlie King’s Lieiit.-General com- 
inancliiig in the sontliern district, and finally to me. 

It lias been my invariable line of conduct always to soften, as 
far as possible, never to aggravate, the rigours of war ; such has 
been also, the desire of every general oilicer in his Majesty’s service 
acting ill this unhappy war. But proper punishments upon guilty 
persons may become sometimes necessary. By guilty persons I 
profess to mean those who shall have been convicted upon the 
clearest grounds and justest principles of real^ not mpposed crimes. 
A conduct so founded, leaves me in no apprehension of becoming 
involved in any disagreeable consequences. 

I desire to conclude this subject by informing you, Sir, that 
I esteem myself accountable for my public conduct to his Majesty 
the King, to my country, and my own conscience : the latter being 
a principal mover of all my actions will, T flatter myself, *‘ipprove 
me to his Majesty and th{3 Goveniniont I servo, consequently to 
the world. Tlie King’s general offieors serving on expeditions or 
in different districts under mo, act from my orders, and I will 
observe respecting them generally, as 1 did in a late letter pai*- 
ticularly concerning Lord Cornwallis’s conduct, such as his Lordship 
would assuredly govern himself by towards the conspirators at 
Charlestown, that I am well acquainted with the humanity of the 
General and other officers of the King’s army, and cannot entertain 
the least apprehension tliat they will stain the lustre of the King’s 
arms by acts of cruelty; they are incapable of strainmg the laws to 
take away the livens or liberties of the innocent; if my foreed com 
straction be put upon the laws, it will be in favour of accused 
persons, and every plea their friends can offer for them will be 
humanely heard and respected. 

I will imagine this letter may be considered as a full answer to 
the subjects your letter of the l()th treats of, both as it relates to 
them in the present instance or in any future one. 

I am, <&e., 

H. OniNTON. 

The conduct of the militia and other inhabitants of the country, 
who after taking the oath of allegiance and enrolling themselves 
in the British amy deserted to the. enemy, gave serious annoyance 
to Lord Cornwallis. On dna occasion a whole regiment marched 
off in a body. A detaehpien* ^nirosted with the escort of a number 
of sick, delivered them^- with their own officers whom they seis^ied,; 
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to the Eebelfi, who in many instances were guilty of the most 
atrocioTis cruelties towards the Loyalists. Lord Oomwaliis found it 
necessary to resort to acts of great, but just severity to repress such 
conduct. This occasioned bitter complaints from General Wash* 
ington, who never censui’ed the treachery and barbarity of his own 
friends. Sir Henry Clinton forwarded to Lord Cornwallis and to 
Lord Rawdon copies of Ms correspondence with General Washing- 
ton. It appeared, on comparing the extracts given in General 
Washington’s letter with the original drafts, that they had been 
discreditably garbled. It is unnecessary to say that both Lord 
Cornwallis and Lord Rawdon indignantly disclaimed having written 
a word which could bear General Washington’s interpretation, and 
their exculpation was perfectly satisfactory.^ 

Lord Rawdox to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Camp near tlie Indian Lauds west of .the Catawba River, South Carolina, Get. 24, 1780. 

See Appendix, No. 4. , 


Lord Rawdon to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Camp between Bi'oad River and the Catjwba, 
Sir, South Carolina, Oct. 29, 1780. 

Lord Cornwallis having been so reduced by a severe fever 
as to be still unablo to write, he has desired that I should have the 
honour of addressing your Excellency in regard to our present 
situation. 

For some time after the arrival of his Majesty’s troops at 
Camden, repeated messages were sent to head-quarters by the 
friends of Government in North Carolina, expressing their impa- 
tience to rise and join the King’s standard. The impossibility of 
subsisting that additional force at Camden, and the accounts which 
they themselves gave of the distressing scarcity of provisions in 
North Carolina, obliged Lord Cornwallis to entreat them to remain 
quiet till the new crop might enable us to join them. In the mean 
time General Gates’s army advanced. We were gi^eatly surprised, 
and no less grieved, that no information whatsoever of its move- 
ments was conveyed to us by persons so deeply interested in the 
even tas the North Carolina Loyalists. Upon the 16tliTof August 
army was so entirely dispersed that it was clear no number of 
ihem;ecat]4 for a considerable time be collected. Orders were there- 
fore 4e%atohe4 fo our friends, stating that the hour they had so lopg 
pressed for was^urrived,. and -exhorting^ them to stand forth imme- 

^ Bm Dec. 4 for tm ausw^ar, aud the Appendix for Lord Rawdoif g. 
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diately, and prevent the reunion of the scattered enemy. Instant 
aid was in that case promised to them. In the fullest confidence 
that this event was to take place, Lord Cornwallis ventured to press 
your Excellency for co-operation in the Chesapeak, hoping that the 
assistance of the ISrorth Carolinians might eventually furnish a force 
for yet further efforts. Not a single man, however, attempted to 
improve the favourable moment, or obeyed that summons for whicli 
they had before been so impatient. It was hoped that our approach 
might get the better of their timidity, yet during a long period, 
whilst we were waiting at Oharlotteburgh* for oni* stores and con^ 
valescents, they did not even furnish us with the least information 
respecting the force collecting against us. In short, Sir, we may 
liave a powerful body of friends in North Carolina, and indeed wo 
have cause to bo convinced that many of the inhabitants wish well 
to his Majesty’s arms, but they have not given evidence enough — 
cither of their numbers or of their activity — to justify the stake of 
this province for the uiKicrtain advantages that might ati.end imme- 
diate junction with them. Tliere is too much reason to conciuvc^ 
that such must have been the risk. Whilst this army lay at Chai*- 
lotteburgh, Cteorgeiown was taken from our militia by the Kebels, 
and the whoh^ country to the east of Santee gave such proofs of 
general defectum that even tln^ militia of the High Hills could not 
be prevailed upon to join a party of troops who wcirc semt to protect 
our boats upon tlu^ river. The defeat of Major Ferguson had so 
dispirited this part of the country, and indeed the loyal subjects 
were so wearicKl by the long continuance of the campaign, that 
Lieut.-Coloncd Oruger (commanding at Ninety-six) sent information 
to Lord Cornwallis that the whole district had determined to submit 
as soon as the Ilebels shouhl enter it. From these ciinumstanccs, 
from the consideration that delay does not extinguisli our hopes in 
North Carolina, and Irom the long fatigue of the troop which 
made it seriously requisite to give some refreshment to the army, 
Lord Cornwallis has resolved to remain for the present in a position 
which may secxire tlie frontier without separating his fofee, ' Inth& 
situation we shall be always ready for movement whensoeyer, oppor- 
tunity shall recommend it^ or circuid&staanoe# require ii But the 
first care must be to put CJaxnden and Niliety-six into a better state 
of defence, and to furnish them with''ainple stores of salt provisions. 
Lord OorhwaUis foresees all the .difficulties of a defensive war, yet 
Ms Lordship thinks they cannot be weighed against the dangers 
wMch must have attended' an obstinate adherence to his former 
plan. _ t :am instructed by Lord Cornwallis to expi*ess in the 
'iltrongest LorfMiip'^s feeEngs ydth regard to the ve^ 
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effectual measures wWcli your Excelleucy had takeu to forward Ms 
operations. His Lordship hopes that his fears of abusing your 
Excellency’s goodness in that particular may not have led him to 
neglect making use of a force intended by yout Excellency to bo 
employed by Mm ; but as his Lordship knew not how far your 
Excellency might aim at other objects in the Chesapeak (to which 
point his Lordship’s entreaty for co-operation was originally con- 
fined), he could not think of assuming the power to order Major- 
General Leslie to the Cape Fear Eiver, though he pointed out the 
jitility of the measure in* case it should be conceived in the extent 
of your Excellency’s purpose. X Lave, &c., 

Eawdoh. 

The post selected was Wynnesborough, which was occupied a 
day or two after the date of this lettei', and there Lord Cornwallis 
remained during the whole winter. From thence he kept up a 
constant communication mth the various commanding officers of 
regulars and militia under Ms command. Some few only of these 
letters have been selected for publication. 

Lord Eawdon to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Camp between Broad River and the Catawba, 
Sir, South Carolina, Oct. 31, 1780. 

I had the honour to write to you upon the 24th instant, by 
direction of Lord Cornwallis, transmitting to you his Lordshij)’s 
sentiments relative to your expedition, as far as it might be designed 
to affect Ms operations. 

In that letter I stated the events which had frustrated our hopes 
of penetrating into the heart of North Carolina, and arming the 
Loyalists in our cause ; and I marked the little prospect of our 
deriving any assistance from or of our rendering you any service, 
whilst your efforts were exerted in so distant a quarter as the 
Chesapeak. I added Lord Cornwallis’s opinion, that you could in 
no manner co-operate effectually with this army, unless by landing 
in the Cape Fear Eiver and penetrating to the Highland settlement 
near Cross Creek ; but I subjoined that his Lordship would not 
venture to order the descent at Cape Fear, lest he should counteract 
someptrrpose to which the Oommander-in-cMef might have destined 
the ttpops under your command. 

Upon further consideration, Lord Cornwallis feats that he may 
not have exjpressed , Mmself strongly enough. with regard to the 
expediency of the aboye movement The difficulty which must 
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attend a defensive war on this frontier, and the fear that he may 
neglect means which the Commander-in-chief perhap.s expects him 
to employ, induce Lord Cornwallis to request that you will under- 
take the descent and operations recommended upon the Cape Fear 
River. But the request is made upon this sole and express con- 
dition, that you think yourself fully authorised by your knowledge 
of the Commander-in-chiof s intentions to take this step, and that 
you do not apprehend any view of his Excellency’s will bo thwarted 
by this mode of employing your force. 

Lord Cornwallis hopes for the most speedy communication of 
your resolutions on this point. A movement upon our part, without 
the assurance of your co-oj)eration (which, I am to repeat, can only 
be effectual in Cape Fear River) promises but little, and hazards 
much ; but this army will bo held in constant readiness to act with 
the utmost vigour in your support,. j ^ 

Rawdon. 


EAKI. CoRXWAU.IS to LlKtrT.-Coi.OTTO. Taui.eto.v. 

I)EAB TaBLETON, Wyniiesborough, Nov. 8, 1780. 

I am not sanguine as to your operations in tlmt country,' 
The enemy is, I believe, in no gn^at force, and Marion® is (‘.autious 
and vigilant. If a blow ttoulcl bo stractk at any body of the rebels 
it might be attended wifh good consequences ; but I do not see 
any advantage wo can derive from a partial destraction of the 
country. As to your movements, I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with tlie country, or the state of provisions or foragt!, to direct you. 
If you cannot move up betwo(m Lyndxos Cnask and I’odee to make 
the enemy jealous, yon must uh( 5 your own discretion, keeping 
within reach of Camden, and within a few days’ call of us, in case 
we should want you, always endeavouring to strike some blow if 
an opening should offer, and taking up all that have been Tioleat 
against us, to cliange for our friends who have been everywhere 
seized and most cruelly treated. 

Lord Rawdon is going to command at Camden, and takes his 
corps with Mm. ■ 

, , ' ' OOENWAIiHB* 

^ In the back settlements- - , Mary, 4fiu, of Videan, 

® Francis Marion, b. 17S3, Fab. of 


rot. L 


W ^ 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieitt.-Colonel Taeleton. 

Dear Taeleton, Wynnesborougii, nov. 9, i 78 o. 

Major Wemyss attacked Sumpter at Fish Dam atone o’clock 
this morning, contrary to his plan, which was to wait till daylight. 
The consequence is that Wemyss is wounded and left, and about 
20 men, Lieut. Hovenden is wounded, but I believe the legion 
have not lost much. I must beg of you to retmii immediately, 
leaving some horses for mounting men at Camden. I am under 
the utmost anxiety for Ninety-six, and trust you will lose no time 
in returning to me. Yours sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

In a letter dated November 18, Lord Cornwallis says that 
Major Wemyss forgot that he was an infantry officer, for instead of 
dismounting his men, who were only infantry mounted, he entered 
the village on horseback. The enemy were all asleep, and he was 
in the midst of them before they suspected his approach. 

Out of the first five shots &ed, two struck and dangerously 
wounded Major Wemyss, an accident but for which (as Lord Corn- 
wallis informed Colonel Balfour, November 10th) General Sumpter 
would in all probability have been totally defeated. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Lord George Germain. 

My Lord, New York, Nov. 10, 1780. 

By all the letters I have received from Lord Cornwallis, 
copies of which I have had the honour to transmit to your Lordship, 
you win observe that he recommends a diversion in the Ohesapeak 
as essential to favonr his operations. By my first instructions ^ to 
Major-General Leslie, your Lordship will perceive that I pointed 
this out as the principal object of the expedition. Wishing, how- 
ever, to guard against every possible embarrassment to Earl Corn- 
wallis, I have thought it proper to make an addition to my former 
instructions for General Leslie’s guidance, till such time as Lord 
Cornwallis should be able to communicate with him ; and I have 
this day forwarded the same by Brigadier-General O’Hara/ who is 

. were not communi- Gibraltar, wbicb post be tilled from 1787 to 

1790, and again from 1792 to 1795, when 
' ^ General 'O^Hara, he was made Governor, '^rbibb' office be held 

Oblong, _ 74#,- Feb. 21, 1802, till bis de^tlr. Horace writing to 

nnmarrieffi; mdob -service, and -was General -Conway on the battle of Guilford, 

wonnled:andi.t*#|^S0b^.atTbn)b^ says, Colonel OUIara bas two dangervns 
1795.; Governor' of lieveral , wounds,, tb" my great sorrow, and your 

colonies, - be v^as; m’ade of 'great«/sorrow.-‘** ' 
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gone to take the command of the Guards under Major-General 
Leslie. Until I am certain that Earl Cornwallis sees the pro}a*iety 
of establishing a post on Elizabeth JRivex', whieL I heartily wisli liis 
Lordship may find expedient to do, I do not of course think of 
adding to the corps alreadjninder his orders. However, should that 
post be occupied, I sJiall probably send all the troo])s that can pos- 
sibly be sparcal from this army ; but while Washington nniiaiiis in 
siicii force, and the Frtnch contirnie at liliodo Island, I do not 
think it advisable to weaken lliis post. ho woven*, he should send 
any detachments to th(3 southward, 1 shall most likely do the same, 

1 have, &c., 

H. Clixton'. 


KAim CoRXWALUIS TO MAJOU-dMN'KRAL KiMALIAVOOn.* 

Rll{, Camp, 10, I7B0. 

. . . I must now observe that the cruelty f^x<wised otji the 

prisoners takmi nmlca* Major F (U*gns(m is shocking* to humanity ; and 
the hanging poor old Oolomd Mills, who was always a fair and open 
enemy to your (jaiiso, was an a(‘.t cd' most savag(3 barbarity. It has 
also been reported to me that Oaphiin Oates of the militia, who was 
taken ncair the PcdcK^, was lately put to death without any erima 
heing laid to his charge. From the charactm* I have heard ot you, 
Sir, I cannot suppose that you can approve of thense most (U'U(d 
murders; but I hope you will scjo the nef*essity oi‘ iidc^rposing your 
authority to stop this bloody B(te-no, wdiich innsi (Lligt) me, in juHti<^o 
to the suffering Ijoyalists, to rohdiato on the unlbii/unate persons 
now in my power. I am not conscious that any pc^rsons have been 
executed by us, unless for bearing arttis after having given n mili- 
tary parole to remain qui(^tly at home, or for enrolling 
ill our receiving arms and ammunition from the JKfng^d 

stores, and taking the first opportunity of joining, our enemm , ’Bm 
only persons hanged at Camden, after the actions of ik& 10th and 
liith, except some deseilors^ from our 'Uimry, #ero two or three of 
the latter description, who were picked out frxmi above tliirty con- 
victed of the like offence, mb aceouiit' cf som$ particular aggra- 
vating circumstances wMch attwdad'-liieir wo. 

Iliave, 

CoiwwAiibXs. 

^ a. 1792, OoTaraor of Mmf'h&ii" 

' ' " f 2 ' , 
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Eael Cornwallis to Liexjt.-Colonel Crugee. 

SlEj WynneslDorougli, Nov. 11, 1780. 

. . . The serjeant-major of the 63rd, wlio was left with a 
flag of truce, is returned, and assures me that when day broke there 
was not a rebel to be seen, and that it was full two hours before two 
men came to the house where Major Wemyss was left ; so that if 
our people had stayed tiU daylight, they would have found them- 
selves in full possession of the enemy’s camp, and would have 
brought oif the major and the rest of the wounded, and the victory 
must have been indisputable, which in this war is of the utmost 
importance. . . . 

The accounts I receive from Colonel Kirkland ^ of the supineness 
and pusillanimity of our militia, take off all my compassion for their 
sufferings. If they wiU allow themselves to be plundered and their 
families ruined, by a banditti not one-tliird of their numbers, there 
is no possibility of our protecting them. I hope and trust, how- 
ever, that Colonel Kirldand exaggerates their demerits to raise his 
own merits. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

' Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour. 

Dear BaLEOXJR, Wymifsborougli, Nov. 12, 1780. 

. . . I inclose you Tarleton’s report of Hs expedition. 
The, state of affairs at Ninety-six absolutely requires immediate 
offensive measures in that quarter, or everything will be lost and 
not easily recovered. Our victory the other night was complete, 
but by Wemyss^s unlucky wound, and the youth and inexperience 
of the casual commander, we have allowed the enemy to call it a 
triumph. 

[Lord Cornwallis here enters into minute details about the 
troops to be stationed in various posts, and on other points.] 

I have given you the general outlines of our plan, which has 
cost us much pains; and perhaps is not very sufficient. 1 beg you 
will make any addition or improvements to it that you may tMnk 
will make it more efficacious or secure. I will answer for Lord 
Eawdon as well as myself^ that there will be no jealousy, as we all 
most heartily mean the same thing — the good of our distressed 
country. 

1 Moses Kirkkad 5 be ohatiged sides and became a Loyalist colonel, when Colonel Cuiming- 
bam was roaicaed, Jnly, 117$,* 
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You have clone what few officers in om* service are capable of 
doing — voluntarily taken responsibility upon yourself to serve your 
country and your friend. Most sincerely yours, 

CoimWALLIS. 


Eaul Counwallxs to the Eof. Majob-Gen'eral Leslie. 

Dear SiK^ Wynncslorough, Nov. 12, 1780. 

. . . Had I attempted to penetrate into the fuidher parts 

of hTorth Carolina, my small army would have been exposed to the 
utmost liazard, and it w^onld have been as impossible to have co- 
operated witli you in tlie Chesapoak, as with Sir Henry Clinton at 
Now York. 

If you come to Capo Fear jam will (easily secure a wai<ir-{*on- 
vcyauce for your stonis up iA> Cross Cro<‘k. i will, on luBiring of your 
arrival in Capo Fear Hiver, instantly march with everything tb, at 
can bo safely spared from tliis proviiu‘e, widdi I am sorry to say is 
most ex(iccdinglyMisahect<‘d, to join you at Cross Creek. We will 
tlien give our fri(3nds in North ('arolina a fair trial If they belmvo 
like men, it may bo of the grenittsst a{lvant{ige to the affairs of 
Ih’itaim If they arc m dastardly and pusillanimous as our friends 
to th(3 southward, wo must leave them to their fate and secure what 
wc have got. . . . 

Wlion I came t<^ Charlestown after the surrender, Bir Henry 
mcintioucd my going with him to the nortliward. I said that I wjii 
ready to servo wluirevc^r ho thouglit fit to employ me, and had no 
objection to remain in South Carolina, if he thought my services 
could bo useful in that province. He said something civil about 
the climate : on my assuring him that it was no oljjection, he then 
wished me to take this command. However painful and distreMing 
my situation has been, and however dark the prospect then was, it 
cannot be supposed that, as a military man, I should not rather choose 
to command to the southward than be third at New York . . . 

Most truly and faithfully yours, 

Coen WALLIS, 

Evc3ntually Lord Cornwallis parcoiving the inutility of a corps 
not exceeding 2000 men, acting indopendently at such a distanca 
from the main army, directed (General Leslies t;o proceed to Charles* 
town, where lie'arrived on the IHth of December. 
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Earl Coenwallis to Liexjt .-Colonel Kirkland. 

Wyiineslboroiigb, Nov. 13, 1780. 

I haye taken every possible measure for the security of 
Ninety-six ; and if our friends will have confidence in me, I have 
no doubt but they will soon see their enemies driven with loss and 
disgrace out of their province ; but if those who say they are our 
friends will not stir, I cannot defend every man’s house from being 
plundered ; and I must say that when I see a whole settlement 
running away from twenty or thirty robbers, I think they deserve 
to be robbed. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Colonel Tarleton had successfully repressed the incursions of 
Colonel Marion, a most active partisan, *in the vicinity of the Black 
Eiver ; but his next enterprise was not so fortunate. On his return 
from the Black Eiver he went in pursuit of Sumpter, whom he 
overtook, November 20, at Blackstock’s Hill, in a strong position. 
Instead of waiting for his infantry, which would have joined him 
in a few hours, Colonel Tarleton with his cavalry alone, rashly 
attacked the enemy, nearly double his numbers. He was repulsed 
with considerable loss, and the Americans claimed another victory 
— deax’ly purchased however, for Sumpter received a dangerous 
wound which disabled bim for a long time, and his remaining 
followers disbanded themselves. Various other encounters, with 
doubtful success on either side, took place between British and 
Ameiican detachments before the two armies went into winter- 
quarters. None of these engagements wore of importance, or had 
much influence over the subsequent operations, beyond incunasing 
*the terror of the Loyalists, who were persecuted by tlie Eebels in 
tbe most cruel manner, and not unfrequently murdered, under 
circumstances of savage barbarity. 

Earl Coiinwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour. 

Dear BaLROXJB, Wynnesborougli, Nov. 25, 1780. 

The last night’s gales kept me awake. I thought of our 
friend^., Cates is eertaiidy come up towards Charlottetown with 
all' the' Contiuenhds he could muster — ^they say from 700 to 1000 
infantry: ,m these are included Burford’s eighteen-months men, 
and, as they repotti 800 cavalry. ■ I cannot, however, conceive that 
there are above, half th# number. I saw two North Carolina men 
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wlio met some of Sumpter's fugitives, and wlio learned from them 
that he was speechless, and certainly past all hopes. 

We have lost two great plagues in Sumpter and Clarke.^ I 
wish your friend Marion was as quiet. Yours ever, 

COBWAULIS. 

Lord Cornwallis had the greatest confidence in Colonel Balfour, 
to whom the task of forwarding stores and provisions to the army 
was principally intrusted. The numerous rivers which inteisecit 
both North and South Carolina, made wator-carriago the easiest 
mode of conveyance; but those streams generally flow between 
steep banks, which, when they wm-e occupied by an enemy, rendered 
the protection of a convoy very difficult. The want of draught- 
cattle compelled Loj-d Cornwallis to bo satisfied with a train of. 
artillery, scanty in iiunil>or and small in calibre. Beveral of his guns 
wore only ono-pounrlers, and very few more than three-poundors. 
Money was urgently wanted, and but s])aringly supplied 


Eaul Co n WALLIS TO MAJOK-GKNmuL (Jatkh. 

Slit, IletuI Quarto, Dijo. 1, 1780. 

I think it proper to represent to you that the officers and 
men taken at King's Mountain wore treated with an inhumanity 
sc.arcoly credible. 1 Ibel myself under the disagreeable necessity 
of making severe rcitaliation for those unhappy men who were so 
cruelly and unjustly put to death at Grilbortstown. 

I am, &e., 

COEH WALLIS. 

Earl Coiwwallis to Sir Hmry CLmTON, 

0«nj> at Wynaosborongh, Deo. 3, 1780 . — See AppcDdix, No. 6, 


EABt COBNWAI/US TO SlB HeMEY CunTOS-. 

m 

BiR, Camp at Wynueslorough, Deo. 3, 1780. 

. . . The miEtia of Niaety-six, on whicli alone wo 
conld place tlio smaUest dependenoo, axe so totally dislioartenod 
by tho defeat of I<’erguson that of the whole district we conld 
with difficulty assomblo 100, and even those, I am convinced, 

^ dmrgi Eogers Clarke, a Rebel colonel, atsUou wilib Gtmei’itl Cuauingliam, but tJie 
b. 174*^ d, Feb. 13, 1808. He waa sup- report was uufouudad. 
posed to have been moriallj wounded in an 
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would not haTe made tlxe smallest resistance if we liad been 
attacked,’ ... 

Colonel Marion liad so wrought on tlie minds of tlie people, 
partly by tke terror of his threats and cruelty of Ms punishments, 
and partly by the promise of plunder, that there was scarcely an 
inhabitant between the Santee and Pedee that was not in arms 
against us. I therefore sent Tarleton, who pursued Marion for 
several days, and by convincing the inhabitants that there vns a 
power superior to Marion, who could likewise reward and punish, 
so far checked the insurrection, that the greatest part of them have 
not dared openly to appear in arms agaiiist us since his espedh 

• j liave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl CoRxNWallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My bear Lord, Wynnesborough, Doc. 3, 1780. 

Tour account of Eugeley ^ vexed me, although it did not 
surprise me. I think he must be a traitor, or he would have come 
away when you desired him. I will have an inquiry made into his 
conduct, and would have his negroes secured, as that will be tlie 
only forfeiture we shall probably get from him. . . . 

Tours most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, South Carolina, Dec, 4-, 1780. 

I received from your Excellency the copies of two letters 
which were sent to yon from General Washington, of the Gth and 
16th October, complaining of the cruelty and injustice of the 
measures pursued by the officers serving under your command in 
the Southern colonies. In regard to the complaint contained in 
the letter of the 6th, of the removal of some of the citizens from 
Charlestown to St. Augustine, I have only to say that the inso- 
lence of their behaviour, the threats with which they in the most 
daring manner endeavoured to intimidate our friends, the infamous 
f^ehoods wMch they propagated through the town and country, 
and the corr^pondence which they constantly kept up witli the 
enemy, rendered it indispensably necessary that they should either 

^ 1 His §ubse^ueiii conduct; tliat toxd wMch ccoiipfed 11? to a detach-* 
Comwallis^s ahMcijp&tlow Correct., Ywy meiit ciitalry ijsrho Lad m artllkry with 
sooa after, he surreudeiedi a ' 'fdrtified post, , ■ 



1T80. 


AMERICA. 


73 


be closely confined or be sent out of tbe province. . The milder 
measure was ado]}ted, and they were sent, with every convenience 
which their situation would admit of, to a better climate than 
South Carolina. In answer to that of the 16th, I have the honour 
to enclose to your Excellency iny genuine letter to Lieut.-Colonel 
Cruger^ at Ninety-six (for it was to him, and not to Lieut.- 
Colonel Balfour that it was addressed), dated on the 18th of 
August. 

Your Excellency will see that either General Washington, or 
his correspondent in the Southern District, has been pleased to 
make several very material alterations in my lettei*, which, in its 
original state, only directed the commanding officer to punish in 
the most rigorous manner, and to take or destroy the property of 
those, who, having submitted to the British Government and taken 
the oaths and protection in the months of June and July, went 
into rebellion in the month of Axigust ; to hang those who had 
voluntarily enrolled themselves in the royal militia and received 
arms and ammunition from the King’s stores, and had taken the 
first opportunity of deserting with them to ilie eiuuny ; and lastly, 
to us(3 tlie xnost vigorous moasm*GS to extinguish the rcbcilliou in 
his district. In what nlatiner this letter prolessos a flagrant breach 
of the capitulation of Chaidestown and a violation of the laws of 
nations, 1 am at a loss to find out. 

However provoked by the horrid outrages and cruelties of the 
enemy in this district, I have always endeavoured to soften the 
horrors of war, and received the acknowledgment of General 
Gates axid the principal officers of the enemy^s army, for the 
tenderness and attention shown to their wounded and prisoners 
taken on the 16th and 18th of August. Far different was the 
treatment of the unhappy men who were taken with Major Fer- 
guson. 

I wiE not hurt youi* BxooUency^s feelings by attempting to 
describe the shocking tortures and inhuman murders which are 
every day committed by the enemy, not only on those who have 
taken part with us, but on many who refuse to join them. I 
cannot flatter myself that your representations will have any effect, 
but I am very Sure that unless some steps are taken to check it, 
the war in this q[uarter will become truly savage. 

I have, &c., 

CoENWAnnis. 

* ktte to Cokmel Crager, Aug. 18, 1780 j «n4 al«o a kite fwm lord Ikwdott 

to Coravrallls, m tie Appeadix. 
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Lobb Rawdoh to Earl Cornwallis. 
Camden, Dec. 5, 1780.— Appendix, No. 6. 


Earl Cornwallis to H. S. H. the Duke Ferdinand op Brunswick. 

Au Camp sur les frontieres du S. Carolina, 
MoNSEIGNEUE, D4cembre, 1780. 

La lettre dont votre Altesse m’a lionor6 du 4“® du mois de 
Mai m’est parvenu Mer, et je suis trfes flatte de trouver que je tiens 
encore une place dans votre souvenir. J e mo sentirai trop lieureux 
d’avoir occasion de prouver a votre Altesse mon empressement 
d’ob& ses ordres, n'oubliant jamais que c’etoient ses ordres qui 
nous ont si souvent conduits, moi et mes compatriotcs, a la gloire et 
a la victoire, 

Je ne tarderai pas de communiquer au Clievalier Clinton, qui 
commando en chef I’armde du Eoi en Amdrique, le desir de votre 
Altesse au sujet du Sieur Schuler, et je suis bien assure qu’il le fera 
echanger sur I’instant. Je supplie votre Altesse d’ accepter mes tr6s 
bumbles remerciments pour toutes les bontds dont vous m’avciz 
combld pendant la guerre en Allemagne, et de croire que je retien- 
di’ai toujours les plus sensibles reconnaissances. 

J’ai rbonneur d’etre, Monseigneur, de votre Altesse, le trbs 
bumble, tres obeissant, et trbs, oblige serviteur, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton. 

Dear Tarleton, WjnnesborougR, Dec. is, 1780. 

Our friends hereabouts are so timid and so stupid that I 
can get no intelligence. I have heard nothing from Ninety-six, 
but a man who came here from ^near Broad Eivcr says that 
General Cunningham ^ has beat Clarke, and wounded him mortally. 
I shall be glad to hear a confirmation of this. I hear a good 
account of our recruits in general, and hope to march from 
hence 3500 fighting men, leaving those I mentioned to you on the 
JErontiers. 

I trust you have made every possible shift rather than go much 
farther back, as I should in that case be uneasy about McArthur. 

■ / • ^ * ' Very siiiceroly yomrs, 

‘ Cornwallis. 

i Bobeyt; pf Caxoljitta, hf the fcLcsk in 17715, but wm xewued by 

a Loyalist, b. 17S7,'4 IBIS was tato his brothm 
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Earl Cornwai^us to Sir Henby Clinton. 

glEj Wynnesborougli, Dec. 22, 1780. 

I have the pleasure to inform your Excellency that Major- 
General Leslie arrived at Clwlestown on the 14th. Tlie species of 
troops wliich compose the reinforcement are, exclusive of the Guards 
and the regiment of Bose, exceedingly bad. I do not mean, by re- 
presenting this to your Excellency, to insinuate that you have not 
sent every assistance to me, which you could with prudence and 
safet/ spare from New York ; hut I think it is but justice to the 
troops serving in this district to state the fact, lest the services per- 
formed by the southern army should appear inadequate to what might 
be expected from the numbers of which it may appear to consist. 

The want of specie in this province puts us under the greatest 
difficulties. Every method has been pursued to keep the nmney in 
the hands of the contractors for Government, and to prevent the 
imposition of the merchants; but the sum actually in the province 
is so ina<le<piato for the necessary demands, tliat we have scarcely 
been able to pay the subsistence of the troops. 

I liavo, &c., 

COENWAULIS. 

Eabl Cornwallis to Mator-Oenebal GiEENEd 
, Wfimesborough, Dee. 27, 1780. 

... I can with truth assure you, Sir, that no man abhors'' 
acts of cruelty more than myself, or would more reluctantly adopt 
measures of severity. The proving to the suffering Loyalists that 
I am in earnest to protect them, and to retaliate on their inhuman 
oppressors, is a duty which I owe to my country. 

You have been greatly misinformed if you have ever been told 
that any inliabitent of this countiy has been punished by us for 
observing a neutrality ; but you will find instances enough of the 
most inhuman persecution, and even tortures, inflicted on liiose who 
refuse to take arms on your side. 

I have only to add that I shall observe the same rule of conduct 
which you do, in the treatment of the officers, and soldiers of the 
army, the militia, and the, inhabitants of the country. 

^ I am, &o., 

COBNWAULIS. 

1 Major-Gtneml H&tbiMiel b. {of c6$m k bis waimots aud Imwh io bis coa- 

Qt»|c@r May $'7» 1742,, d. Jnaa 19, duct; bo ww hwidfsiit of ibe Court 

1780 j JA. duly 20, 1774, Mi«» TitUefield, ‘W‘Mob-0ent«ced Aadrd. 
he was bwugbt a blaoksmitli, mi wm 
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Several communications passed between Lord Cornwallis and 
General Greene — tbe latter scarcely blaming the cruel conduct of 
Ms troops. On December 17^ be writes, “ If any cruelties have 
been committed (by my troops), not justified by your previous pro- 
ceedings, I shall testify my disapprobation.” 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour. 

Dear Balfour, wynnesborougii, dgc. 29, i 78 o. 

The slow progress of Leslie is vexatious, but it cannot be 
helped. Greene marched on the 20th from Charlottetown to Kalya’s 
Ferry on the Pedee. This movement, added to the account sent by 
Admiral Arbuthnot of five sail, supposed to be one frigate, the rest 
transports, getting out of Ehode Island, about the 9th or 10th of 
November, makes me apprehend that there may be some truth in 
the account of the thousand French at Cape Fear. If that should 
be the case, it will be difficult to say what we must do, as the com- 
munication by Cape Fear, and consequently all certainty of supply, 
wiU be at an end. . . . 

I think it right to inform Sir Henry of my having employed the 
Indians, as there will be a considerable expense attending it. You 
will therefore send by the first opportunity the enclosed to him. 
This easterly wind makes me very sanguine in my hopes of seeing 
Eoss^ before I part with the communication.' I think I shall also 
-hear from New York, if it is true that an embarkation is going on 
under Phillips® for the Ohesapeak. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 


Sib, Wynnesborotigli, Dec. 29, 1780, 

When the numerous and formidable body of the Back-Moun- 
tain men came down to attack Major Ferguson, and showed them- 
selves to be our most inveterate enemies, I directed Lieut.-Colonel 
Brown to encourage the Indians to attack the settlements of Watoga, 
Holstein, Oaentucb, and Notachuckie, all which are new encroach- 
ments on the Indian territories. The good effects of tMs measure 

Cwtaiia, aftewards General Alexander, of Camden. His name will frequently appear 
Boss,*Celon^l 59tli Begiraent, and Governor in this correspondence, as he was Lord Cowi- 
of Fqrt George, h. 174;2, d. Nov, 29, 1827 ; wallis’s most intimate friend, 
m. Oct, 15, 1795, Isabella Barbara Eveleyn, ^ Malor-General Phillips, d. May 13, 1781. 
dan. of $ir Robert Gunning, Bart,, K.B. He He had been caj)tnred with General Bur« 
was A.n.O. to Lord Cornwallis,, and had been goyne at Saratoga, but was subsequently ex- 
sent to England with the aocoimt of the battle changed for General Lincoln. 
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have already appeared. A large body of the monntaineers marched 
lately to join the Eebels near King’s Mountain, but were soon 
obliged to return to oppose the incursions of the Indians. 

If the account given of the behaviour of the Indians by Lieut.- 
Colonel Brown is true, their humanity is a striking contrast to the 
sliocldng barbarities committed by the mountaineers. 

I have, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


Eabl Corjtwallis to Lord Rawdojt. 

My BEAE Lord, Wyimestorougb, Dec. 30, 1780. 

I cannot express my feelings on the gcnorosity and friend- 
ship of your letter. If it had been possible to have raised my esteem 
for you, it would have done it. 

From everything I hear of Greene’s force, I do not think it pos- 
sible for him to strike any blow that would materially affect my 
movements ; and by advancing on the west of Catawba, I should, 
I thinJe, oblige Morgan^ and Washington^ absolutely to quit the 
country before me. I am frightened at the report of the French at 
Cape Fear. That would greatly embarrass our operations, and engage 
us in a naval expedition, which I fear we are but iU prepared for. 

I enclose a paragraph of a letter which I received from the 
Admiral by the ^Camilla.’ That, added to Greene’s movements, 
makes me suspect it to be too true.® 

A few days must ascertain this fact I likewise think I must 
hear from New York relative to the embarkation said to he taking 
place there. From a private, letter I received from Phillips, I think 
it is highly probable tliat he is going to the Chosapeak, If there 
are no French landing, and Phillips is in the Chesapeak, we may 
make a groa,t change in the Soutiaorn colonies in tiiese next four 

I am, &c., 

OOBlirWAtLIS. 

Tlif'- campaign of 1780 may on tiho whole be considered as having 
been favoiimblo to the royal forces. In the Forthem provinces 
iiid(‘,cd, no important results had been obtained. An attempt to 
raise again the royal standard in Few Jersey proved abortive ; and 
though Bir Ileniy Clinton, soon after his return from Charlestown, 

Miijor4knmtl Daniel Morgan, originally \lm. lie waaacousm of Genoral Wasliington. 
a (lay-labmirer, b. 1736, d. July 6, 1802. ^ Ifc was rumoured that a FrentJi army wa» 

® Colonel William Waihington, b. 1757, to land in ilie soutb and join Wasliington^ 
d, March 6, 1810; m.,178B,fiia<ly of S.Caro* troop. 
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niidertook a snccessM expedition against Springfield, Ms other 
movements were weak and inefficient. An intended invasion of 
Ehode Island failed, partly from the want of cordial support from 
the naval commander. Sir Henry thought he had so much reason 
to complain of the latter, that he sent one of his staff to England 
to tender his own resignation, unless another admiral were sent out ; 
and he availed himself of tMs opportunity to remonstrate strongly 
on the inefficiency of the land troops. Lord George Germain in- 
formed Sir Henry on the 13th of October, that his requests would 
be partially complied with by the appointment of Admhal Graves^ 
to replace Admiral Arhuthnot, to whom the Jamaica command 
should be given ; but as to the rest, the Government could only 
undertake to send Mm such additional regiments as might he con- 
sistent with their other plans, and that the delay in sending these 
reinforcements arose from Sir Henry’s detaining so large a immher 
of transports in America. Lord George added, that if Sir Henry 
were still desirous of returning home, he might resign the command 
to Lord Cornwallis. While nothing had been lost in the North, 
considerable progi’ess had been made in the South. Charlestown 
had been taken, the whole of South Carolina was occupied by the 
King’s troops, and the province of Georgia was in a state of tran- 
quillity. The frontier, however, towards the territories possessed by 
the Americans was very long, and required a considerable force to 
cover it. Had the line been advanced so as to include Yirginia and 
North Carolina, or even the latter only, the same strength would 
equally have sufficed for its protection. To move northward was 
therefore the constant aim of Lord Cornwallis. How Ms purpose 
was frustrated in 1780 has already been shown ; but when the junc- 
tion of Major-General Leslie’s corps gave him troops enough to form 
a small army for active service, leaving behind a detachment suffi- 
cient, with the help of the militia, to protect the loyal inhabitants 
and secure the tranquillity of the country, Lord Cornwallis recumd, 
as will hereafter he seen, to Ms original plan. 

The sad episode of Major Andre ^ took place in this year. The 
details need not be giyen ; but it may be observed that, among the 
membei’S of the court by which he was tried, were two foreigners, 
ignorant of the English language, and several of the coarsest and 
most illiterate of the American generals. Doubts have been enter- 

1 EearAamiral Thomas Ora\rGs, after- M.P. for Bast Looe from Dec. 1774 to May, 
wards Admiral of the White, created, July 4, 1775. 

1794, for his services on the 1st of Jtme, ® ji^jor John Andr4, D.A.O. to Sir Henry 
Lord Grayes in Ireland 5 b. 1725, d. Feb. 9, Clinton, b* 1750, executed by order of 
1S02 ; m., 1771, Elizabeth, datn and coheir Washington, Oct. 2, 1780. 
of William Peer® Williams, Esq,, of Cadhay. 
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tained whether Washington had timely information of tho requests 
and remonstrances made by Sir Henry Clinton, wlio, had he been 
disposed to retaliate, could easily have selected amongst his prisoners 
Americans deserving the name of spy much more justly than Major 
Andre. In any case the execution of that officer leaves an indelible 
blot on the character of Washington. 

When the intelligence of Andre’s death reac*hed Jhigland, a 
considerable pension ivas settled on his motlier. As a proof tluit 
the King considered his « character to be untarnished, the honour 
of knighthood was offered to his brothei*, William Lewis, who was 
afterwards created a baronet March 4, 1781. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 


Difficulties in moving the army — Defeat at Cowpens — Battle of Guilford — 
Lord Cornwallis’s position and prospects — ^"March into Virginia — Lord 
Rawdoii defeats General Greene — Differences of opinion between Lord Corn- 
wallis and Sir H. Clinton — Takes possession of Yox-ktown and Gloucester — 
Arrival of French troops and of General Washington — Critical situation of 
the British — Pronxises of relief from Sir H. Clinton — Failure of attempt to 
cross to Gloucester — Capitulation — Controversy between Sir H. Clinton and 
Lord Cornwallis — Anival of the latter in England. 

Lord Cornwallis, before commencing another campaign, had the 
satisfaction of receiving the following unqualified approbation of 
his conduct of the previous year. 


Lord Georoe Germain to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received eaily in January, 1781.] 

My LoED, • Whitehall, Not. 9, 1T80. 

I had the very great pleasure to receive from Captain Eosa, 
who arrived in London the 9th of last month, your Lordship’s 
despatches, which I immediately laid before the King, who read 
with the highest satisfaction the account of the very glorious and 
complete victory obtained by your Lordship over tlie Eebels near 
Camden, on the 16th August. . . . 

It is particularly pleasing to me to obey his Majesty’s com- 
mands, by signifying to your Lordship his royal pleasure that you 
do acquaint the officers and soldiers of the brave army under your 
command, that their behaviour upon that glorious day is highly 
approved by their Sovereign. . . . 

The steps your Lordship immediately took for improving your 
victory were highly judicious, and must he attended with the most 
important consequences, nor was your determination to inflict 
exemplary punishment on those traitors who had repeated the 
violation of their oatlis of allegiance, or broken their parole, and 
taken arms against the King, less wise or promotive of the groat 
object of the Var— the restoration of the constitution : for the most 
disaffected will now he convinced that we ai-e not afraid to punish, 
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and will no longer yentnre to repeat their crimes in the hope of 
impunity should they be detected ; and those who are more mode- 
rate will he led to withdraw from a cause wliich is evidently 
declining^ before it becomes desperate and they expose themselves 
to the consequences they may reasonably apprehend will fall upon 
such as persist in rebellion to the last. . . . 

I understand the Congress evade an exchange of the Convention 
troops with the garrison of Charlestown, under the pretence that 
the time of service of the greatest part of it will expire in a little 
time, and the men will then be no longer soldiers, and not entitled 
to be considered as prisoners of war ; and as the expense of main- 
taining these people is enormous, some means must be found of 
relieving the public from it, and counteracting the chicane of that 
faithless body. What appear to me the most practicable measures' 
for these purposes, arc the inducing the piisoners to enter onljoard 
the ships of war or private<u*H, or to go as recruits to the rc^gi- 
ments in the West Indies, or as volunteers to serve upon tlie 
expedition against the Bpani^h settlements from Jamaica. . . . 

I am, &c,, 

Geo. Gebmaih. 

Though Major-General Leslie’s corps was now under the com- 
mand of Lord Cornwallis, and his force in the field was larger 
than any one of the American armies, his difficulties in moving 
were very great. In winter the rivers and creeks were so filled by 
the rains as to render most of the fords impassable, and there were 
no bridges. Nor were his means of transport sufficient to enable 
him to carry boats — for no pontoons then existed — ^from one place 
to another. In summer there was another and more insurmount- 
able obstacle to rapid movements — the extreme heat of the wea- 
ther, wMch even the natives of the country could hardly encounter 
with impunity. „ 

Eaeu Coexwaulxs ro Sm Heney Cuixton. 

Sir, _ Wymeslboivtagli, Jiw. C, 1781. 

The difficulties' I Lave had to ' struggle with have not been 
occasioned by the opposite army: they always keep at a con* 
siderablo distance, and retire on our approach. But the (jonehuit 
incursions of refugees, North Oarolimans, Back Mountain men, and 
the perpetual risings in different parts of this province, the inva- 
riable successes of all those parties against our militia, keep tibe 
whole country in continual alarm, and render the assistance of 
VOL. L a 
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regular troops e\eTy where necessary. Your Excellency will judge 
of this by the disposition of the troops wMch I have the honour to 
enclose ^ to you. 

I shall begin my march to-morrow, having been delayed a 
few days by a diversion made by the enemy towards Ninety- 
six, and propose keeping on the west of Catawba for a consider- 
able distance. I shall then proceed to pass that river and the 
Yadkin. Events alone can decide the future steps. I shall 
take every opportunity of communicating with Brigadier-General 
Arnold. 

I have the pleasure to assime your Excellency that the army 
here is perfectly healtlay and in good order. 

I have, &c., 

CORWALLIS. 

Earl Couxwallis to Sir Hhnrv Clin^ox. 

SlE, Camp on Turkey Creek, Broad River, Jan, 18, 1781. 

In my letter of the 6th of this month I had the honour to 
inform your Excellency that I was ready to begin my march for 
North Carolina, having been delayed some days by a diversion 
made by tho enemy towards Ninety-six. General Morgan still 
remained on the Pacolet ; his corps, by the best accounts I could 
get, consisted of about 500 men, Continental and Virginia State 
troops, and 100 cavalry under Colonel Washington, and 600 or 
700 militia ; but that body is so fluctuating that it is impossible to 
ascertain its number, witbin some hundreds, for three days fol- 
lowing. Lieut.-ColonGl Tarleton, with the Legion and corps an- 
nexed to it, consisting of about 300 cavalry and as many infantry, 
and the first battalion of the 71st regiment and one three-pounder, 
had already passed the Broad Eiver for the relief of Ninety-six. I 
therefore directed Lieut.-Oolonel Tarleton to march on the west 
of Broad Eiver, to endeavour to strike a blow at General Morgan, 
and at all events, to oblige him to repass the Broad Eiver. I 
likewise ordered that* he should take with him the 7th regiment 
an'4, OU6 three-pounder — which was marching to reinforce the 
,of Ninety-six-— as long as he should think theit .services 

I on the Oeraoan regimeiife. , Boyd CpmmHi^ .could 

Adnite of; Raving six o'l^y mueter 'lor Me oWn co,rV^ '2 Battaliotti of 
statiopa. Q wards, tl^e 23rd, 33rd,7lsl, 2‘:0toan regi* 

of tke meats, T«kton*a_ 'Legion, end - X ' provineW 

aides At- i wtd 'S of pre- oojjps (Ooli^el 

viudaia. ’ Ai, Charkstd^k ^ -SlipaR.'ttid 3 , ■' 
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could be useful to Mm. The remainder of the army inarched 
between the Broad Eiyer and Catawba. 

As General Greene had quitted Mecklenburgh County and 
crossed the Pedee, I made not the least doubt that General Morgan 
would retire on our adyaneing. The progress of the army was 
greatly impeded by heavy rains, which swelled the rivers and 
creeks ; yet Lieui-Colonel Tarleton conducted Ins march so well, 
and got so near to General Morgan, who was retreating before 
him, as to make it dangerous for him to pass Broad Riyer, and 
came up with him at eight o’clock of the morning of the 17th 
instant. Eyerything now bore the most promising aspect ; tlie 
enemy were drawn up in an open wood, and, having been lately 
joined hy some militia, wore more numerous. But the different 
quality of the corps under Liout.-Colonel Tarkiton’s command, and 
his groat superiority in cavalry, left liim no room to donbt of the 
most brilliant success. The attack was begun by the first liiio of 
infantry, consisting of the 7th regiment, the infaiii/iy of the Legion 
and corps of light infantry annexed to it; a troop of cavalry wms 
placed on each hank; the first battalion of the 71 st and the 
remainder of the cavalry fonrxed the reserve. The enemy’s lino 
soon gave way, and tluur militia quitted the hold. But our troops 
having been thrown into some disorder by the pursuit, General 
Morgan’s corps fac(3d about and gave them a heavy fire. This 
unexpected evemt occasioned the utmost confusion in the first lino. 
The first battalion of the 71 8t and the cavalry were successively 
ordered, up ; but neither the exertions, entreaties, or example of 
Lieut.-Oolonol Tarleton could prevent the panic from becoming 
general. The two three-poundors were taken, and I fear the 
colours of the 7th regiment shared the same fate. In justice to 
the detachment of the royal artillery, I must here observe that no 
terror could induce them to abandon their guns, and they were all 
either MUed or wounded in the defence of them. Lieut-Oolonel 
Tarleton with diffloulty assembled fifty of Ms cavalry, who, having 
had time to recollect themselves, and being animated by the 
bravery of the officer who had so often led them to victory, charged 
and repulsed Colonel Washington's horse, retook the baggage of 
the corps, and cut to pieces' the, detachment of the enemy who had 
taken possession of it; and, after destroying what they could not 
conveniently bring off, retired with the remainder unmolostcd to 
Hamilton’s ford, near the mouth of Bullock’s Creek, film loss of 
our cavalry is inconsiderable, but I fear about 400 of tlio infantry 
are either kiled, wounded, or taken. I will transmit the particular 
account of the loss as soon as it can be ascertainod. 
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I shall direct Lieiit.“ColorLel Balfour to transmit a copy of this 
letter by the first opportunity to the Secretary of State. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

The defeat at Cowpens was the most serious calamity which 
had occurred since Saratoga, and crippled Lord Cornwallis’s move- 
ments during the remainder of the war. NTo blame could attach 
to him, as he had fuimishcd Taiieton with 700 infantry and 350 
cavalry — ^the best troops of the army. Morgan had hardly an 
equal force, of which only 540 were Continentals. The loss of the 
English wns about COO — that of the Americans, according to their 
own account, less than 100. 

Notwithstanding this misfortune, Lord Cornwallis determined 
to persevere in his plan, and, having accomplished a junction with 
General Leslie on the 18th of January, he commenced his march 
on the 19 th, previously destroying all the baggage which could 
possibly be spared, and even many of the waggons which conveyed 
provisions for the army. 

So active was the pursuit that the British reached the Catawba 
January 29, only two hours after the Americans under Morgan, who 
had had several days’ start, had crossed it ; and they then owed 
their safety to the heavy rains, which rendered the river impassable 
until February 1, when Lord Cornwallis forded it under a severe 
fire, by which his horse was killed under him. This unfortunate 
delay interfered greatly with his plan of preventing the junction 
of the Yirginian army with General Greene, but the rapidity of 
the march compelled the latter to evacuate almost the whole of 
North Carolina. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

Mt dear Lord, Feb; 4, 1781. ' 

We passed the Catawba on the 1st at a private ford, about 
four miles below Beatty’s. The Guards behaved gallantly, and, 
although they were fired upon during the whole time of their 
jpassing hy some militia under General Davidson,^ never returned a 
shot pntil they got out of the river and formed. On the saine day 
Tari^ipn^attaekM a considerable body of militia, IdUed several, took 
sbtOOf'frisohers^'ahd dispersed the rest. ■ ■ ^ ’ 

"1 distressed by the rivers and creeks beiag swelled, but 

ahaH try to Y^Kn at' the ahaUow ford soon as possible. 
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I have the utmost confidence in your abilities and discretion. 
Our friends must be so disheartened by the misfortune of the 17thj 
that you will get but little good from them. You know the im- 
portance of Ninety-six : let that place be your constant care. I 
long to hear from you. Yours most sincerely, 

COKHWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Eawdon. 

My dear Lord, Hillsborough, Feb. 21, 1781. 

I tried by a most rapid march to strike a blow either at 
Greene or Morgan before they got over the Dan, but could not 
effect it. The enemy, however, was too much hurried to be able 
to raise any militia in this province. The fatigue of our troops and 
the hardships which they suffered wore excessive. I receive strong 
assurances from our friends. To-morrow the King’s standard will 
be erected, and I shall try evciy means to eiuhody tlnan, and to 
avail myself of their services. I cannot ho sure wlu^u 1 shall bo 
able to open the communication with Cross Crcelc ; it must be done 
soon, as the troops are in the greatest want of shoes and otlier 
necessaries. 

As I am informed that Greene expects reinforcomonts from 
Pennsylvania, and that Virginia militia are turning out with great 
alacrity and in great numbers, I should wish the throe regiments 
expected from Ireland to be sent to mo as soon as possible by way 
of Cape Pear, with orders to proceed without loss of time to Cross 
Creek. 

I have written to Greene threatening to send the prisoners of 
war to the West Indies in case ho does not consent to an exchange. 
I would have you therefore make public demonstration of doing it, 
and inform the principal officers that yoti cannot answer delaying 
it longer than the first week in April. A convoy sliould be required 
without letting the officer of the navy doubt my being in earnest. 

Yours most affectionately, 

CorawADDis. 

A considerable number of Loyalists prepared to obey liord Coni- 
wallis’s summons, but General Greene suddenly ro-entorod North 
Carolina, and on Feb. 25 completely dispersed a largi^ l)o<ly of 
them on the banks of the Haw. Nearly 300 were kill(*d, most of 
them after they had surrendered. Why Colonel Taiieton, who had 
been sent to cover their advance, and was within a mile of them 
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wten tMs occurred, did not move to tlieir support, has never been 
clearly, explained. This misfortune, added to the failure of pro- 
visions near Hillsborough, compelled Lord Cornwallis to fall back 
and take up a new position near the forks of Deep Eiver, from 
whence, on the 15th of March, he advanced towards Guilford to 
meet General Greene, who was approaching that town with about 
7000 men. 


Eael Coenwallis to Lord Georoe Germaix. 

Guilford, Mai'cli 17, 1781. — See Appendix, Ko. 7. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

Guilford, MarcR 17, 1781. — See Appendix, No. 8. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 

My DEAR Lord, camp at Guilford, March 17, 1781. 

General Greene having been very considerably reinforced 
from Virginia by eighteen-months’ men and militia, and having 
collected all the militia of this province, advanced with an army 
of about 5000 or 6000 men and four 6-pounders to this place. I 
attacked him on the 15th, and after a very sharp action routed 
his army and took Ms cannon. The great fatigue of the troops, 
the number of wounded, and the want of provisions, prevented 
our pursuing the enemy beyond the Eeedy Fork. I shall send 
my aide-de-camp, Captain Brodrick,^ as soon as possible to 
England with the particulars ; in the mean time I heg you will 
transmit the contents of this note thither and to the Commander- 
in-Ohief. 

If the reinforeement from Europe is arrived, send the whole or 
greatest part to Wilmington, with orders to proceed without loss of 

time to Cross Creek. Believe me, &c., 

CORNWALLia 

Morning State, March 16. 

Officers, Non-Comniissionod OlBcors, <fec. .. .. .. 286 

' I and File.. .. .. 1688 

j >. ^ . 

^ Henry Oolpoys' sliip, on Ills pussage home from 

Captain OoM- Lisbon. M.r. for Midleton (W wMob be 

stream pf d^fnrg© $1*4 wm elected, alffiongb not of age) from 1770 

Viscount Midten;|'\.Deoi! 1768, ,'1 to 17$S. ' , ’ 

June 16, 1786, unmwwd,",o»lo^Ato^ ' ’ ' 
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Casualties at Catawba Fobb ahd other actions breyious to March 15. 

OfSccrs. R. arid F., &c. Total, 


Killed 1 .. 11 .. 12 

Wounded 2 86 .. 88 

Missing - .. - .. 


3 07 100 

Casualties at the Battle of Guilford. 

Officers. E. and F., &c. Total 


Killed 5 88 .. 93 

Wounded 24 .. 380 .. 413 

Missing - .. 26 .. 26 


20 503 532 

Several of the wounded officers died aft (upwards. Lord Coru- 
wallis was liiuiself slightly wounded, but woubl not allow lus iiairuj 
to bo includod in tlui list of (‘asualties. Tlie Anuiricau loss was 
very Hovero, but ■was uovor aseortaiiuHl witli a(‘(airaey ; tbeir own 
statcumuits, on tbo very lace of Iboin, were (widontly false. The 
vi(».tory would have Ix^en nuudi more dotdsivo bad tln^, men lost at 
Cowpons, or oven on the Jlaw, boon present .Lord Comwallig's 
own despatch is given in the Appendix. 

This battle, however glorious to the British arms, was produc- 
tive of little rcid advantage, as Lord Cornwallis anticipated when 
ho sent Captain Bindriclc homo with despatches. The severe loss 
ho had sustained, and the want of provisions, arising partly from 
the disaffocition of tho country, rendered it iinposBible for Lord 
Cornwallis to follow up tho blow by pursuing General Greene, who 
had tied to a position about twenty miles from Guilford, and there- 
fore four days after the battle ho fell back to Cn^ss (Jreok. Nor 
did his difficulties end here, for ho was followed by General Greene, 
whose forces effectually prevented supplies being drawn from the 
open country, and, by keeping i>ossoBsion of tlie steep banks on each 
side of Cape Lear Eiver, rendered it impossible to navigate boats 
jtroiii Wilmington. No altcirnative remained but to move to Wil- 
mington, which by order of Lord CornwalliB had lately been 
garrisoiKid by a detachment from Charlestown, lie reached that 
place on tho 7th of ApriL ' ■ 

Earl Cormw alias to Sm Olioton, 

Hill, Camp naar April 10, 178!. 

. . * I am very anxious to reejoive your hkc 50 llency'« 
eommamls, being as yet totally in the dark as to tiio intended 
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operations of tlie STnnmer. I cannot help expressing my wishes 
that the Chesapeak may become the seat of war, even (if neces- 
sary) at the expense of abandoning New York. Until Virginia is 
in a manner subdued, our hold of the Carolinas must be difficult, if 
not precarious. The rivers in Virginia are advantageous to an 
invading army ; but North Carolina is of all the provinces in 
America the most difficult to attack (unless material assistance 
could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of which I have 
sufficiently experienced), on account of its great extent, of the 
numberless rivers and creeks, and the total want of interior navi- 
gation. I have, &c., 

OOBNWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to Major-General Phillips. 

Dear Phillips, Camp near Wilmmgton, April 10, 1781. 

I have had a most difficult and dangerous campaign, and 
was obliged to fight a battle 200 miles from any communication, 
against an enemy seven times my number. The fate of it was long 
doubtful. We had not a regiment or corps ihat did not at some 
time give way; it ended however happily, in our completely 
routing the enemy and taking their cannon. The idea of our 
friends rising in any number and to any pm'pose totally failed, as I 
expected, and here I am, getting rid of my wounded and refitting 
my troops at Wilmington. I last night heard of the naval action, ^ 
and your arrival in the Chesapeak. Now, my dear friend, what is 
OUT plan ? Without one we cannot succeed, and I assure you that 
1 am quite tired of marching about the country in quest of adven- 
tures. If we mean an offensive war in America, we must abandon 
New York, and bring our whole force into Virginia; we then 
have a stake to fight for, and a successful battle may give us 
America. If our plan is defensive, mixed with desultory expedi- 
tions, let ns quit the Carolinas (which cannot be held defensively 
while Virginia can be so easily armed against ns) and stick to onr 
salt pork at New York, sending now and then a detachment to 
steal tobacco, &c. 

I daily expect tlnree regiments from Ireland : leaving one of 
at Charlestown, with the addition of the other two and the 
lank (itopanies I can come by land to you ; but whether after we 

i be® detaoLed with 

the wlip, 

oideted,', ; jkHj he ad- 

mitted to terms*. wdrf emhwW m 
hoard a S(|Eady(m®m!kaphWhj:iht;^^ 


Destouches, which was met, March 16, hj 
Admiral Arhathoot. No ship was 'takea in 
the action, hut the Rmch were compelled to 
rotnm to port^ and the object of the «pe- 
diiaPh wrt OTsfc3»t«d(r 
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iiave joined wo sliall liave a sufficient force for a war of conquest, 
I slioiilcl tliink very doubtful. By a war of conquest, I mean, to 
possess tlie country sufficiently to overturn the Rebel government, 
and to establish a militia and some kind of mixed authority of our 
own. If no reinforcement comes, and that I am obliged to march 
with my present force to the upper frontiers of South Carolina, my 
situation will be truly distressing. If I was to embark from hence, 
the loss of the upper posts in South Carohna wotdd be inevitable. 
I have as yet received no orders. If the reinforcements arrive, I 
must move from hence, where the menwili be sickly and the horses 
starved. If I am sm‘e that you are to remain in the Chesapeak, 
perhaps I may come directly to you. 

It is very difficult to get any letters conveyed by land on 
account of the vigilance and severity of the Rebel govornmeni I 
believe all mine to General Arnold miscarried, and I did not re- 
ceive one from him. Most sincerely yours, 

Cobh WALLIS. 

Mountno State, Apeil 35, Wilmikotou, 

Officers, including Chaplains and Surgeous .. *. 127 

Sergeants, DxTimmers, and Privates .. .. .. 2059 

2186 

Of these, Rank and File, 1829, 

On command, in and out of the district .. .. .. 544 


Prisoners of war * .. 694 

Sick .. .. .. .. ,, 430 

Wounded,. .. .. .. S97 

Detached .. 214 


Including OlFicers .. .. 2276 

RiaHT Ho2t. C. W. Cornwall, ‘ Speaker op the House of Commons, to 
Lieut.-General Eabl Cornwallis. 

Mv Lord, ' * privy Gardens, Nov. f 30tfe; 17^0. 

In obedience to the .commands of the House, of Commons, I 
liave the honour to transmit to your Lordship the enclosed Re- 
solutions. , ' , 

I have the highest satisfaction in this opportunity of expressing 

i KigM lion. Charles Wolfran Coravrall, death. Elected Speaker Oct* St, 1780, hy a 
h* ahoat 1702, d, Jan. 2, 1789; m. Aug* majority of 20S to 134 agaimt Sir Fletcher 
1764, Elizabeth, dan. of Colonel Jeuklnaont, Norton. M.F. for Grainpowwi from 17BS 
mid ftfefcer of Charles, 1st Eajd of Liverpool, to 1774, for WMchekea to 1780, and for 
Lord of the Trewtiry March, 1774, to Sept. Rye till hit death. He ha<l a petwloa of 
1780, whou he was made Chief Justice in 1500L for having H<iuidaied cei'Mu Goratwa 
Eyre, which he held from Sept. 1780 till hk claims. 
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that I have the strongest sense of the merit and importance of the 
services which your Lordship has rendered to your country, and of 
assuring you that I am, with the greatest respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obe^ent and most humble servant, 

C. W. Cornwall. 

This vote of thanks was moved by the Opposition, and not by 
Ministers, by whom it was coldly received ; it was carried without 
a division. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. C. W. Cornwall, Speaioie of 
THE House op Commons. 

Sir, Wilmington, April 18, 1781. 

I have received with the greatest satisfaction the favour of 
your letter of November 30, 1780, inclosing the Eesolution of the 
House of Commons of the 27th of that month, so very favourable 
and flattering to me. 

I must desire, Sir, that you will be pleased to inform the House 
that I am truly sensible of the high honour conferred upon me, 
and that it shall be my constant study, by the most earnest 
attention to the duties of my profession, to merit a continuance of 
their approbation. 

I beg you mil accept my aclmowledgments for the obliging 
manner in which you communicated to me the thanks of the 
Hoaso, and j honour, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

Mv Lord, WHmmgton, April 18, 1781. 

I think it incumbent on mo to be explicit to your Lordship, 
as his Majesty’s minister, on one or two capital points. The prin- 
cipal reasons for undertaking a winter’s campaign were— the diffi- 
culty of a defensive war in South Carolina, and the hopes that our 
, Mends in North Carolina, who were said to be very numerous, 
make good their promises of assembling and talcing an 
us in endeavouring to re-establish his Majesty’s 
experience has shown that their numbers are 
been^ represented, and that their friendship was 
hate .received IMe assistance from them 
since''<^: and although I gave 'the strongest 

^ and, miost ,ate: ratting, and depositing' our 
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sick and wounded, I should return to the Upper Country, not aboye 
two hundred have been prevailed upon to follow us, either as pro- 
vincials or militia. This being the ease, the immense extent of 
this country, cut with numberless rivers and creeks, and the total 
want of internal navigation, winch renders it impossible for our 
army to remain long in the heart of the country, will make it very 
difficult to reduce this province to obedience by a direct attack 
upon it. If therefore it should appear to be the interest of Great 
Britain to maintain what she already possesses, and to piish the war 
in the. Southern provinces, I take the liberty of giving it as my 
opinion, that a serious attempt upon Virginia would be the most 
solid plan, because successful operations might not only be attended 
with important consequences there, but would tend to the security 
of South Carolina, and ultimately to the submission of North Caro- 
lina. The great reinforcements sent by Vhginia to Gcinual 
Greene, whilst General Arnold was in the Chesapeak, are con- 
vincing proofs that small expeditions do not frighten that powerful 
province. j ]iavo the honour, &o., 

COBHWALIiIS. 

Eaiu CoRxwALirXs TO LoKi> Ghoege Geemaik. 

My Lord, Wilraington, April IS, X7SI. 

I feel myself much indebted to your Lordship for yotir kind 
assistance in procuring the rank of major for iny aide-de-camp, 
Major Boss. ... I was much disappointed to find that his 
Majesty did not think Lieui-Colonal Tarleton^s services deserved 
to be rewarded with the rank of Lieut-Colonel in the army, and it 
would give me most sensible mortification if it should bo now with- 
held from him. He was once, it is true, unfortunate ; but tlie 
affair of the 17th of January must be classed among the extraordi- 
nary events of war, as his disposition and conduct of the action 
were as unexceptionable as his previous manoeuvres were able to 
force General Morgan to fight. . . . Your Lordship must know so 
well how agreeable any fayour conferred upon my near relation and 
aide-de-camp, Captain Brodrick, must be to me, that I think it un- 
necessary to trouble you on that subject. j have, &c., 

* Cork WALLIS. 

In this same letter Lord Oomwallis also applied for brevet 
rank for Lieutenant Macleod,^ who commanded lus artillery, and 

^ lifeiiteMttfc, afterwwlH General Sir John William Homy, 4th Marcpiis of Lothldh, 
Mtfileod, G.C.H., h. Jan. 29, 1752, d. Jan. Colonel-Commaadma and ' 

183S5 to, Jan. 2, 1783^ Emily, daw. of of Artllkiy. ' 
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for permission for Lieutenant Haldane,’ an ofBcer of engineers and 
Ms aide-de-camp, to exchange into the Guards, in wMch corps 
there were many Tacancies, or to be made a captain. These 
requests were all refused. 

EABU COESrWALIilS TO Loed Georse Geemaie. 

Mt Loed, Wilmington, April 18, 1781. 

I marched from Guilford in the morning of the 18th of 
March, and next day arrived at Bell’s Mill, where I gave the troops 
two days’ rest, and procured a small supply of provisions. Brom 
thence I proceeded slowly towards Cross Creek, attending to the 
convenience of subsistence, and the movement of our wounded. 
On my way I issued the enclosed Proclamation, and took every 
TOAiiTia m my power to reconcile enemies, and to encourage our 
friends to join us. 

From all mj information, I intended to have halted at Cross 
Creek as a proper place to refresh and refit the troops, and I was 
much disappointed on my arrival there to find it totally impossible. 
Provisions were scarce— not four days’ forage within twenty miles — 
and to us the navigation of the Capo Fear Kiver to Wilmington 
impracticable, for the distance by water is upwards of an hundred 
miles, the breadth seldom above one hundred yards, the banks 
high, and the i n habitants on each side generally hostile. 

Under these circumstances I was obliged to continue my march 
to tliis place, in the neighbourhood of which I arrived on the 7th 
instant. I have been busy since my arrival in disposing of our 
sick and wounded, and in procuring the necessary supplies to put 
the troops in a proper state to take the field. I am in daily 
expectation of seeing the reinforcements from Europe, and of 
receiving the Commandor-in-OMofs directions for the further 
operations of the campaign. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


PEOOIiAMAITON BY EaEI. COIOTWALIJS. 

Hiilaboroxigli, Felb. 20, 178 J. 

WffliBiiAS it lia8 ploasocl tlie Biviao Providence to prosper tlio operations of His 
In driving the Kcbel army oiit of this provinee, Md whereas it is 
HM' most ^gracious wish to rescue his faithful and ftyal subjects 

under which they have groaned for several years ; I have thought 
ihtti Proclamation to invite all such faithful and loyal sti'bj'ectg to 
refill ‘tnth their arms and ten days’ provisions, to the Boyal 

„ 1 Iiisutftulcc' vaftwWs' ww wpy y«w ou Cornwallis" staff in 

Mmxf Bfaltee,/ 1# , le 'tud in India* 
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Standard now erected at Hillsborongh, wlierc thej will meet witli tlie most friendly 
reception ; and T do hereby assure them that I am ready to concur 'with them in 
effectual measures for suppressing the remains of rebellion in this proYince, and 
for the re-estahlishinent of good order and constitutional government. 

Eaul Coenwalms to the Eight Hojt. Thomas To-wnsheno. 

DeAE Thomas, Wilmington, April 21, 1781. 

I have received your very kind letter, and am sensible of 
tlie obliging part you took in the debate ^ in which I was concerned, 
I send you H. Brodrick with another victory. Whether it may 
be of advantage to the public or not, I trust it will prove useful 
to him. Yours ever, <Src., 

COIINWALLIS. 


Eael Coenwaujs to Dr. Webster.® 

Dear SiE, Wilmington, Ajnli 2B, 1781. 

It gives mo groat concern to undortabo a task which is not 
only a bitter renewal of my oAvn grief, but must bo a violent shock 
to an affectionate parent. 

You have for your support the assistance of religion, good sense, 
and an experience of the uncertainty of all human enjoyment. 
You have for your satisfaction, that your son fall nobly in the cause 
of his country, honoured and lamented by his fellow-soldiers ; that 
he led a life of honour and virtue, which must secure to Mm ever- 
lasting happiness. When the keen sensibility of the passions 
begins a little to subside, these considerations will afford you real 
comfort. 

That the Almighty may give you foi-titude. to bear this severest 
of trials, 4s the earnest wish of your companion in affliction, and 
most faithful servant, ^ OoBKWAhnis. 

Eabxj Corhwaixis to Sir Henry Cliuton. 

Sir, Wilmington, April 23, 1781. 

I have the honour to enclose to you a duplicate of my letter 
of the 10th, sent by the ^ AmpMtrite/ and copies of all my letters to 
the Secretary of State. As they contain the most exact account 

* Nov. 27, 1780, wlien Mr. Coke moved kine, Esqt-, of Valley field. His bob, l>. about 
the voti of tbanka, wbicb was gupported by 1748, Lieut*-Coloni»l of the BBrd Lorf 
Mr. Towrwbewl Cornwallia^s own rogiment—was wounded at 

® Akxaudor Webster, an eminent the battle of Guilford, and died a few dayp 

divine In Edinburgh, b. 1708, d. Jan. 25, after, 

1784? m, 1737, Mary, #u. of — Era- 
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of erery transaction of tie campaign, of tie present state of tiings 
in tie district, of my great appreiensions from tie moTemeiit of 
General Greene towards Camden, and my resolutions in conse* 
qnence of it, I iave notiing to add to tiem for your Excellency’s 
satisfaction. I^eitier my cavaiy nor infantry are in readiness to 
move. Tie former are in want of everytiing ; tie latter of every 
necessary bat sioes, of wiici we iave received an ample supply. 
I must iowever begin my march to-morrow. It is very disagree- 
able to me to decide upon measures so very important, and of such 
consequence to the general conduct of tie war, without an oppor- 
tunity of procuring your Excellency’s direction or approbation. 
But the delay and difficulty of conveying letters, and tie impossi- 
bility of waiting for answers, render it indispensably necessary. 
My present undertaking sits heavy on my mind. I iave expe- 
rienced the dangers and distresses of marching some hundreds of 
miles in a country chiefly hostile, without one active or useful 
friend, without intelligence, and without communication with any 
part of the country. The situation in which I leave South Carolina 
adds much to my anxiety, yet I am under the necessity of adopting 
this hazardous enterprise hastily, and with the appearance of pre- 
cipitation, as I find there is no prosj;)ect of speedy reinforcements 
from Europe, and that the return of General Greene to North 
Carolina, either with or without success, would put a junction with 
General Pliillips out of my power. 

I have the honour, dm., 

Cornwallis. 

Eael Cornwallis to Lord George Germain. 

My LoRI), Wilmington, April 23, 1781. 

I yesterday received an express by a small vessel from 
Charlestown, informing me"^ that a frigate was there, but not then 
able to got over the bai^, with despatches from Sir Homy Clinton, 
notifying to me that Major-General Phillips had been detached 
into the Chesapoak with a considerable force, with instructions to 
co-operate with this army, and to put liimself under my orders. 
This express likewise brought me the disagreeable accounts that 
ppiiei: posts of South Carolina were in the most imminent 
from an alarming spirit of revolt among many, * of the 
by a, .movement of General Greene’s nrihy. 

‘ ; that I sent from Orois Creek "to inform 

Eord I was- ^der of coming- to thid place, 

and' tO' tocfr^, attempt of the 
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enemy, had all miscarried, yet his Lordship was liicliy enough to 
be apprised of General Greene's approach at least six days before 
he possibly could reach Camden, and I am therefore still induced 
to hope, from 3ny opinion of his Lordship's abilities, and the pre- 
cautions taken by him and Lieut-Colonel Balfour, that we shall 
not be so unfortunate as to lose any considerable corps. 

The distance from hence to Camden, the want of forage and 
subsistence on the greatest part of the road, and the difficulty of 
passing the Pedeo when opposed by an enemy, render it utterly 
impossible for me to giwe immediate assistance, and 1 apprehend 
a possibility of the utmost hazard to this little corps, without the 
chance of a benefit, in the attempt. For if we are so unlucky as 
to suffer a severe blow in South Cai’olina, the spirit of revolt in 
that province would become very general, and the numerous rebels 
in this province be encouraged to be more than ever active and 
violent. This might enable General Greene to hem me in amongst 
the great rivers, and by cutting ofi* our subsistence I'cndcr our arms 
useless. And to remain here for iranspoi'ts to carry us off would 
bo a work of time, would lose our cavalry, and be otherwise as 
ruinous and disgraceful to Britaiji as most events could be. I have 
therefore, under so many embarrassing circumstances (but looking 
upon Charlestown as safe from any immediate attaede from the 
Eebols), resolved to take advantage ot General Greene's having 
loft the back of Virginia open, and march immediately into that 
province to attempt a junction with General Phillips. 

I have more readily decided upon tliis measure, because if 
General Greene fails in the object of his march his retreat will 
relieve Bouth Carolina ; and my force, being very insufilcient for 
offensive oporations in this province, may bo employed usefully 
in Virginia in conjunction with the corps under the command of 
General Phillips. j honour to be, &a, 

OOBKWAtHilS., ' 

Eael Corns walws to,Sm Hmby, CtiHfOK. ^ ' * 

Sib, 1701. 

, . . I have 

-attempt to march into. hatO ' m written 

a letter .to the honour to 

inoloto a copy k> % har^i likewise directed Lieut.- 

Oolmiel'Btfottr 'iid: ^mrimom to .this^ port, . in 

ciw .J ^ jW ' . w ' jtoljlibn. ’:^thy';Maja^Gan^ ' PHEips ihtt- , 

have the morrifiearion 
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of seeing that there is no other method of conTeying his Majesty^s 
troops to South Carolina without exposing them to the most 
evident danger of being lost, j have, 

OOENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieitt,-Colonel Taeleton. 

Dear TARLETON, Xelranty Creek, May 5, 1781. 

Yon must be sensible that in the present instance I put the 
greatest confidence in you. I trust to your discretion iny honour 
and future happiness. I am convinced you will be upon your 
guard against the sanguine opinions of friends and your own 
prejudices. Above all things attend to dates^ and distinguish 
between is and has been. You will read my letter. Send as many 
messages or notes as you can, but all conveyed in the same 
cautious language. I confide in the correctness of your report as 
to the practicability of passing, and the certainty of speedy com- 
munication with Phillips, If it will not do, take care not to stay 
too long, Yonrs very sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Colonel Tarleton and Lieni-Oolonel Hamilton of the North 
Carolina regiment had pushed forward with a small body of 
cavalry and a few infantry to feel the way towards Petersburg]!, 
The vigilance of the Americans had intercepted almost all com- 
munication between Lord Cornwallis and General PMllips, and the 
former was aware that if ho failed to effect the junction, total ruin 
probably awaited Ms own army. 


Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My LoRBj New York, April 30, 1781. 

, , . I make no doubt that you will think it right to 
communicate to Major-General Phillips without delay the plan of 
your future operations in that quarter, together with your opinion 
> 'hbw', the, Ohesapeak army can best exert theirs to assist them, 

; General Officer has already under Ms orders 8500 men, and I 
' more, which are now emharkod, and w^ sail 

' is ready. With these, my Lord, 'wMch are' 

fdr ,duty, and great part of them taken from the 
PMJipe is direoted by. ,his instmctions to 
adi best'of'his' judgment, until he 
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receives your orders, and afterwards in such manner as you may 
please to command him, &c. But I should be sorry to find your 
Lordship continue in the opinion, that our hold of the Carolinas 
must be difficult, if not precarious, until Virginia is in a manner 
subdued, as that is an event wliich I fear would require a con- 
siderable space of time to accomplish ; and as far as I can judge, 
it might be not quite so expedient at this advanced season of 
the year to enter into a long operation in that climate. This, 
however, will greatly depend upon circumstances, of wliich yom’ 
Lordship and General Phillips may probably be better -judges 
hereafter. 

With regard to the operations of the summer, which your 
Lordship is anxious to receive my directions about, you cannot but 
be^ sensible that they must in great measure dejiond on your Lord- 
ship’s successes in Cai'olina, the certainty and numbers of the 
expected reinforcement from Europe, and likewise on your Lord- 
ship sending back to me the corj)s I had spared to you under 
Major-General Leslie (which Lord Eawdon in his lett(ir of tlie 
31st October told me you could return in the spring) ; for until I 
am informed of the particulars of your Lords! tip’s march through 
North Carolina, the effective strength of your moving army, your 
plan of operations for carrying those objects you had or may liave 
in view into execution, as well by the corps acting under your own 
immediate orders, as those acting in co-operation under Majoi’- 
General Phillips, it must bo obviously impossible for me to deter- 
mine finally upon a plan of operations for the campaign. . . . 

T have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 


The corps under Major-General Phillips, the effective strength 
of which Sir Henry Clinton very much overrated, had beeh dirteted', 
to penetrate into Virginia, as far as they could be supported by the 
fleet. These orders were executed wi& great raocess, and stores, 
provisions, and property of large value weife destroyed In the 
mean time Lord Cornwallis had quitted April 25, to 


the proposed rendezvous, Arhere' lie died ebeht a week before the 
arrival of Lord Cornwallis, M the great sotiow of the latter. In a 
subsequent d6spa1«h,;;l®»y(#i;;Sw(p^^ ^CTbitott strongly objects 
tofthis junction, of a combined naval 

and nsdJitaiy. 


VOL. L i 
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Lord Ra.wdon to Earl Cornwallis. 


My bear LoBBj Camden, April 25, 1781. 

General Greene arrived before ns on tbe 19tb. As Watson^ 
had not joined me, I remained on the defensive ; but hearing that 
Lee, Sumpter, and Marion were coming to Greene, and the South 
Carolina regiment having got safe to me from Ninety-six, I thouglit 
it best to risk an action. We therefore attacked Greene at 10 
o’clock tliis morning. He was strongly posted on Hobkirk’s Hill, 
just beyond Logtown. After a severe action we routed him totally ; 
his cannon escaped by going off very early, and the enemy’s supe- 
riority in cavalry prevented our making many prisoners. I cannot 
yet tell the loss on either part ; but I think the enemy’s- treble 
ours. Excuse this scrawl, my dear Lord, for I am overcome with 
fatigue. I will send your Lordship a more particular account as 
soon as possible. j honour to be, &c., 

Eawboist. 


[In Cipher,] 

May 3. 

Greene is stiU at Rugeley’s — I suppose waiting for succour. 
Lee and Marion, I believe, have joined him. Sumpter is collecting 
provisions for Mm in the Fork. McArthur, I find, is not to cross 
Santee ; but I have now some hope of Watson. Be assured every 
exertion shall be made, but nothing done rashly. I have pro- 
visions for a fortnight, and horses plenty. Onr action cost us 
220 men. Greene lost at the very least 500. Continentals come 
in fast. 


Lord Eawdon obtained no beneficial result from this victory ; 
for, although joined a few days later by a considerable reinforce- 
ment, he fonnd Hmself too weak to take active measures against 
Greene, and considered it advisable to retire to the vicinity of 
Charlestown. THs move, and the retreat of Lord Cornwallis to 
Wilmington, enabled the Rebels to capture several forts which had 
kept the north and north-east parts of South Carolina in subjection, 
ai^idalsoto enter Georgia, from which they had long been excluded., 
Augusta after a very gallant resistance. 

’ 'W. Tadwell Watson, . Tetora» Battalion, d. 1836; m. ft' dan. of 

Ard Ouards, after- (Hmcfcolifife) Bisljop of Fetotboroiti^. 

;Eoy4 ^ 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lop.d Rawdon. 

My dearest Lord, PetersLurgli, May 20, 1781. 

I cannot describe my feelings on your most glorious victory, 
by far tlio most splendid of tliis war. My terrors for yon Imd 
almost distracted me, but served afterwards to beigliten, if possible, 
my heartfelt satisfaction. 1 inclose an extract of my letter to the 
Commander-in-Ohief, to prevent too sanguine expectations, which 
dearly-bought experience has shown me are not to be raised in 
consequence of victories in this country. 

As to the extensive frontier which we have hitherto endea- 
voured to occupy, I am not certain 'whether we had not better 
relinquisli it, even if Greene should move this way. But this I 
leave to your discretion, or eventually to that of Balfour, promising 
my most hearty support against any ei’iticisrn or interested repre- 
sentation. The perpidual instances of the weakness and tread nuy 
of our friends in Soutli Carolina, and the impossibility of getting 
any military assistance from them, make tlie posscission of any 
part of tlu3 country of very little use, except in supplying provisions 
for Charlestown. The situation of the province renders it impos- 
sible for us to avail ourselves of its rich produce, aud a strong 
garrison in Charlestown, with a small corps in the country, will 
provemt tlio enemy from reaping any advantage from it, unless 
they ke(q) a considerable body of Continentals in the country for 
that purpose. 

I this day formed a junction with the corps under Arnold at 
this place. You will conceive ray distress at the loss of my poor 
friend Phillips. I cannot iminodiatcdy say what measurers 1 slmll 
pursue. I am stiperior to La Fayette,^ even after Wayne^ joins 
Ihm ; but the Oommander-iii-Ohief has notified the sailing of the 
French fleet and 2500 troops from Khode Island. I xiiidfetand 
that our post at Portsmouth is a bad ono, and must, oousequeutily 
take care of my communication with it, until .sometMug-. of 
tlie fleets. Balfour sends me the most horrid: of the 

cruelty of the enemy, and the numberless murders ooiumitted by 
them. If it should be in your power, I. ^ould hope 'you would 
endeavour to put a stop to them, by retflktibn, :or such means as 
may appear most eiScaoious* ' ^ BeMeTem©, &c., 

' >, . ‘ CobKWADMkS. 

^ Oilbert Mo'ttiex, MiiiittisA# M t Major-Geaeral before be was 

b.., u , w|7, .4 'Ay m, Um m '' ' ' ^ ■ 

Aprfl 11, 1774, ^ Aatony Wayne, b, J'kc, 

Utto ’ 'IT-IS, ■ av liS, 17i$ ? m. 1707, a diw. of 

_ ' S'# fe#-: SaiuWw Fmro^e, an eminenl .ftordiwf ' 

mo: jewel' by ’'wbcAi’' M All A ' ' ‘ " 

' ' ' ' M 2 
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Eakl Cori!Twallis to Sir Hejtry Clitstton. 

Slltj Peteisbiirgh, May 20, 1781. 

You will easily conceive how sensible an affliction it was to 
me on entering this province, to receive an account of the death of 
my friend General PMllips, whose loss 1 cannot sufficiently lament 
from personal or public considerations. 

The corps which I brought from North Carolina arrived here 
tills nioming. The information conveyed by your Excellency to 
Ch*m3ral Arnold, relative to the probable movements- of the French 
armanu»nt, restrains me at present from any material offensive 
tiporat ious; but as soon as I can hear any satisfactory accounts of 
the tw(^ llects, 1 will endeavour to make the best use in my power 
of tlm troops under my command. General Arnold being of 
opiiiiim that Portsmouth, with its present garrison, is secure against 
li coup-de-maiu, 1 would wish to avoid making a precipitate move- 
ment towards that place without absolute necessity, because it 
would h‘SHon our reputation in tliis province ; but I have sent to 
aMwuro the commanding officer that I wiU do everything I can to 
liim, in case the French should attack the post. ^ 

La Fayette is at Wiltown, on the other side of James River, not far 
from, Ilichnnmcl I have not heard that Wayne has yet joined him* 
H is with infiuito satisfaction that I inclose to your Excellency, 
fopii^H of two letters from Lord Rawdon, which hav^ relieved me 
from the most cruel anxieties. His Lordship’s great abilities, 
camriige, and iirmness of mind, cannot be sufficiently admired and 

applaude<l , 

There is now great reason to hope that we shall meet witn no 
«)rioils misfortune in that proyince. K, however, General Greene 
Hliouhl pfirsevoro in carrying on offensive operations against it, we 
must, 1 tlduh, abandon Camden, and probably Nmety-six, and 
limit our defence to the Oongaree and the Santee. This will only 
l»o giving nn two bad posts, which it is difficult to supply with pro- 
viKiouH, and qiuitting a part of the country, which for some months 
past we have not really possessed. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

CoilNWALMS. 

Gkoroe GiijRMAts TO Eari CouKWAnnis. 
rRsceivod in May.] 

you' assign for calling, General^Lesue 
Ibbtt WiteBJAd 'to wWoini, and' could not foil being ap- 
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proved by the King ; and as I have had the pleasure to learn from 
Colonel Balfour that General Leslie had joined you, and you were 
in motion on the 11th of January, I make no doubt but your Lord- 
ship will by this time have had the honour to recover the province 
of North Carolina to his Majesty ; and I am even sanguine enough 
to hope from your Lordship’s distinguished abilities and zeal for the 
King’s service, that the recovery of a part of Virginia will croWn 
your successes before the season becomes too intemperate for land 
operations. . I am, &c., 

George Germaik. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Byrd's Plantation, North of James River, May 26, 17S1. 

. . . The reinforcement is safely arrived in James Kivei^ 

and I opened all your desjpatches to poor Phillips marked 07i Ms 
Majest/s /Service, 

The arrival of the reinforcement has made me easy about Ports- 
moutli for the present I have sent General Leslie thither with the 
17th regiment and the two battalions of Anspach, keejung the 43rd 
regiment with the aimy. 

I shall now proceed to dislodge La Fayette from Richmond, 
and with my light troops to destroy any magazines or stores in the 
neighbourhood, which may have been collected either for his use, 
or G-cneral Greene’s army. From thence I pmpose to move to the 
Neck at Williamsburgh, which is represented as healthy, and where 
some subsistence may bo procui^ed, and keep myself unengaged 
from operations which might interfere with your plan for the cam- 
paign, until I have the satisfaction of hearing from you. I hope I 
shall then have an opportunity to receive better information thau 
has hitherto been in my power to procure, relative to a proper 
harbour and place of arms. At present I am inclined to think 
well of York. The objections to Portsmouth are, that it cannot he 
made strong without an army to defend it, that it is remarkably 
unhealthy, and can give no protection to a ship of thb line. Wayne 
has not yet joined La Fayette,' nor oah I positively learn where he 
is, or what is his force. Greene’s cavalry are said to be coming this 
way, but I have no certain accounts of it. 

From the experience I have had, and the dangers I have 
undergone, one maxim, appears to me to be absolutely necessary 
for the safe and honourable conduct of this war, which we 

should have as few posts as possible^ and that wherever the King’s 
troops we, they should be in respectable force. 'By the Vigproui 
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exertions of the present goTernors of America, large bodies of men 
are soon collected; and I have too often observed that when a 
storm threatens, our friends disappear. In regard to taking pos- 
session of Philadelphia by an incursion (even if practicable) without 
an intention of keeping or burning it (neither of which appears to 
be advisable), I should apprehend it would do more harm than good 
to the cause of Britain. 

I shall take the liberty of repeating, that if offensive war is in- 
tended, Virginia appears to me the only province in which it can 
be carried on, and in which there is a stake. But to reduce the 
province and keep possession of the country, a considerable army 
would be necessary, for with a small force the business would pro- 
bably terminate unfavourably, though the beginning might be 
successful. 

* By my letter of the 20th, your Excellency will observe that, 
instead of thinking it possible to do anything in ISTorth Carolina, I 
am of opinion that it is doubtful whether we can keep the posts in 
the back parts of South Carolina ; and I believe I have stated in 
former letters, the infinite difficulty of protecting a frontier of 300 
miles against a persevering enemy, in a country where we have no 
water communication, and where few of the inhabitants arc active 
or useful friends. ... I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 


Dear Leslie, 


WilliamsburgR, June 27, 1781. 


. . . My orders from New York make it necessary for 
me to give up all tkouglit of a post on tliis side of James Eivcr. 
You will stop all the detacliments tliat I ordered up, except the part 


of tlie 80th. 


I am, &e., 


COBNWALLIS, 


Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-Geneeal Leslie, 

HeAB. LJESMB, , Williamsbinth, Jane 28, 1781. 

,, 1 a)la very unwilling to give up the idea of fixing the place 
W it is possible to effect it consistent with -the 

fore* in this country. I shall therefore go 
to Vark to ex^anine that place before I take my final 

be only defensive, exeept 
Bome ''deiTO(iry,;«Xpei^^ of diversion in favour of the 
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Caroliiias must cease, and consequently tlie war in South Carolina 
will be kept up by the enemy as long m we attempt to bold any 
part of the province. In that case I think that either you or I 
should go thither ; perhaps you may go for a time* and I may 
relieve you. If Lord Eawdon goes home, everything must fall into 
the greatest confusion. Nor can Balfour, however able, do any good 
witliout support. I am, &c., 

OORHWALHS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Wiliiamslurgli, June 30, 1781. 

, . . The morning after my arrival here I was honoured 

with your Excellency’s despatches of the 11th and 15th instant. By 
them I find that you think if an ohensive army could bo spared, it 
would not bo advisable to employ it in this province. It is natural 
for every officer to turn lus thoughts particularly to tlio part of the 
war in wliicli ho has been most employed; and as the security at 
least of South Carolina, if not the reduction of North Carolina, 
seemed to be generally expeetod from mo, both in tliis eountiy and 
in England, I thought myself called upon, after the experiment I 
had made had failed, to point out the only mode in my opinion 
of effecting it, and to declare that until Virginia was to a degree 
subjected wo could not reduce North Carolina, or have any certain 
hold of the back country of South Carolina, the want of navigation 
rendering it impossible to maintain a sufficient army in either of 
these provinces at a considerable distance from the coast, and tbe 
men and riches of Virginia furnishing ample supplies to the rebel 
southern army. 

I mil not say much in praise of the militia of the S-outhefn 
colonies, but the list of British officers and soldiers ' killed , and 
wounded by them since last June, proves but too fatally that they 
are not wholy' contemptibla ' 

Your Excellency being ''charged with the weight of the whole 
American war, your opinions of cwrse are lees 'partial, and are 
directed to all its parts; to those 'opinions it is- my duty implicitly 
to submit. 

Being in the place of General Phillips, I thought myself (jailed 
upon by you to give my opinion with all deference on the attempt 
upon Philadelphia. Having experienced much disappointment on 
that head, I own I would cautiously engage in measures depending 
materially for tlmir success upon active 'assistance from the couhtiy ; 
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aud I lliougM the attempt upon Philadelphia would do more harm 
than good to the cause of Britain, because, supposing it practicable 
to get possession of the town (which, besides other obstacles, if the 
redoubts are" kept up, would not be easy), we could not hope to 
arrive, without their having had sufficient warning of our approach 
to enable them to secure the specie and tlie greatest part of their 
valuable public stores by means of their boats and shipping, which 
give them certain possession of the river from Mud Island upwards. 
The discriminating of the owners, and destroying any considerable 
cjuautity of West India goods and other merchandize dispersed 
through a great town, without burning the whole together, would 
be a work of much time and labour. Our appearance there, with- 
out an intention to stay, might give false hopes to many Mends, 
and occasion their ruin ; and any unlucky accident on our retreat 
might furnish matter for great triumph to our enemies. However, 
iny opinion on that subject is at present of no great importance, 
as it appears from your Excellency’s despatches that, in the execu- 
tion of those ideas, a co-operation was intended from your side, 
which now could not be depended upon, from the uncertainty of 
the permanency of our naval superiority, and your apprehensions 
of an intended serious attempt upon New York : I have therefore 
lost no time in taking measures for complying with the requisition 
contained in your despatch of the 15th instant. 

Upon viewing York, I was clearly of opinion that it far exceeds 
our power, consistent with your plans, to make safe defensive posts 
there and at Gloucester, both of which would be necessary for the 
protection of shipping. The state of the transports has not yet 
been reported to me, but I have ordered the few that are at Ports- 
mouth to be got ready, and as soon as I pass James Eiver (for 
which purpose the boats are collecting), and can get a convoy, they 
shall be despatched with as many troops as they will contain, and 
shall be followed by others as fast as you send transports to receive 
them. When I see Portsmouth, I shall give my opinion of the 
number of men necessary for its defence, or of any other post that 
may be thought more proper. But as magazines, &c., may be 
destroyed by occasional expeditions from New York, and there is 
liMe chance of being able to establish a post capable of giving 
effociiial protection to ships of war, I submit it to your Excellency’s 
bdiiad»tion, 'whether it is worth while to hold a sickly defensive 
poAl^i'tMs'bay wh^ will always be exposed to a sudden French 

has shown makes no diversion in 

fatohr of 

intercept an express with letters 
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from Greene to La Fayette, of wMcli tlie inclosed are 
/them yon will see General Greene’s intention of coming 
northward, and that part of the reinforcements destined for liis 
army, was stopped in consequence of my arrival here. There can 
be little doubt of his returning to the southward, and of the rein- 
forcements proceeding to join his army. 

1 still continue in the most painful anxiety for the situation of 
South Carolina. Your Excellency will have received accounts of 
Lord Kawdon’s proceedings previous to his arrival at Monk’s 
Corner, and of his intended operations. My last account from him 
is in a note to Lieut.-Colonel Balfour, dated the 9th instant at 
Fourhole Bridge, and he was then in great hopes of being in time 
to save Cruger. I have ordered Colonel Gould ^ to proceed, as 
scon as convoy could bo procured, with the lOtli and 30th regiments 
to J>few York, leaving the 3rd regiment and flank companies in 
South Carolina till your pleasure be known. I named the flank 
companies, because they might be distant at the time of the arrival 
of tlie order, and as a corps capable of exertion is ruiuJi wanted on 
that service. 

Your Excellency well knows my opinion of a defensive war on 
the frontiers of Woutli Carolina. From the state of Lord llawdon’s 
health it is impossible that he can remain, for which reason, 
although the command in that quarter can only bo attended with 
mortitication and disappointment, yet as I came to America with 
no other view than to endeavour to be useful to my ooimtiy, and 
as I do not think it possible to render any service in a defensive 
situation here, I am willing to repair to Charlestown, if you approve 
of it ; and in the mean time 1 shall do everything in my power to 
arrange matters here till I have your answer. 

La Fayette’s Continentals, I believe, consist of about 1700 or 
1800 men, exclusive of some twelvemonths’ men, collected by 
Btouben.® He has received considerable reinforcements of militia, 
and about 800 mountain riflemen nndBt Oampbett* He keeps 
with Ixis main body about eighteen or twenty miles from us, Ms 
advanced coi*ps about ten or twelve, probably with an intention of 
insulting our rear-guard when we 'pass JameSi Eiver; I hope, 
however, to put that out of his power by crossing at James City 

* Colcuu*! Faaton Gould, brother of Sir tS13, uximarried. He had bargaiuod with 
(jharl<if« Gould, afterwards Morgan, Bart., the Araerieaus that he should receive 10,01)0L 
IJeut.-Cidouel both Kegiuient, b, Jan. 18, as a compensatiou for his expenses, and for 
17b I, d, 1782, lu, Aime, dau. of Benjamin , Hic military eiuployments he held hi Kurope. 
Hallowell, Ksq., of Boston, in America, and When the war was over they repudiated the 
sister of the lata Admiral Sir Benjamin Hal- arrangement, and ottered him 7000 dollaw* 
ItnvoH. Ciirew. Ultimately he accepted a pwaion of WO 

® Brron Steuben, b. 1730, d. Kov. 28, dollars. - 
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Island, and if I can get a fayonrable opportunity of strildng a blow 
at liim without loss of time, I will certainly try it. I will likewise 
attempt water-expeditions, if proper objects present themselves 
after my arrival at Portsmouth. I Ixave, &c., 

CORFWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Oobham, July 8, 1781. 

I was this morning honoured with your despatch of the 
28th ult. The troops are perfectly ready, and will proceed to 
Portsmouth to wait the arrival of the transports: I will give imme- 
diate orders about the artillery, stores, &c. 

I must again take the L’berty of calling your Excellency’s 
serious attention to the question of tlie utility of a defensive post 
in this country, which cannot have the smallest influence on the 
war in Carolina, and wdiich only gives us some acres of an unhealthy 
swamp, and is for ever liable to become a prey to a foreign enemy 
with a temporary superiority at sea. , . . 

I have the honour, &c., 

CORNW^ALLIB* 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Leslie, Oobham, July 8, i78i. 

I enclose a copy of the General’s despatch, which was written 
in cipher. You will please to make the necessary arrangements 
for the embarkation of the stores and artillery, &c., and prepare as 
many horse-vessels as possible, observing the strictest secrecy as to 
the object of the expedition. I shall march to-morrow for Suffolk, 
where I shall arrive in four or five days, and from thence send the 
troops destined for embarkation to Portsmouth. 

The Marquis’ intended to attack our rear-guard, and luckily 
Stumbled on our army. -It was near dark, but the 7()th, and SOtlx 
gaye the Pennsylvania Line a trimming, and took two G-ponnders— 
;i|l][:'ijhey had with them: one is marked Tahm at Bermingtmi!'^ 
daylight wonld have given ns the whole corps. 

Y' ■ Believe me, &c., 

y/ yv.:' v-;;;' ,! Vl ' OOREWALLIS. 

, WM defeated i» 

' Y Juae, 1777* Tb«y Wt WIM' »d 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Leslie^ Suffolk, July 20, i78i. * * 

By a letter I Lave received this instant from the Com- 
mander-iii-Chief, it is necessary to stop tlie sailing of the expedi- 
tion, which yon will 1)6 pleased to do^ and remain mth the trans- 
ports ill Hampton Road until yon hear further from me. You will 
be pleased to commnnicate this to the Commodore, and make an 
apology to him for niy not writing. 

Believe me, &e.. 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawlon. 

My dear Lord, Portsmoutli, Virginia, July 23, 1781. 

I dare not be so sanguine as to hope that yon can or ought 
to stay in Carolina. I have not time to explain to yon my situation. 
Suffice it to say that the C.^ is determined to throw all blame {)n we, 
and to disapprove of all I have done, and tha,t nothing but the 
consciousness that my going homo in aj)parent disgust, would essen- 
tially hurt our affairs in this country could possibly induce me to 
remain. I offered to return to Carolina, but it was not approved 
of, and it became absolutidy necessary to send Leslie, lest the com- 
mand should have devolved on — . 

Your most faithful and affectionate friend, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Henry Clinton. 
gXR, Poiiismoutk, July 24, 1781. 

I find by your Excellency’s letter of the 29th May, that 
neither my march from Cross Creek to Wilmington, or from thende 
to Botorsburgh, meets with your approbation, iPhe move 'fltbm 
Cross Creek to Wilmington was absolutely necessaty such was the 
situation and distress of the troops and so great were' 'tiie suffer-’ 
ings of the sick and wounded, , the»t 1 Lad, ho option left. 1 tried 
many means of informing 'liord of it 5; they all laded. I 

had left such a force in South' OarOiha, ihat ft Lofd Bawdon could 
have had timely notice, of ,the probaMtity of Greneral Greene’s 
moving towards- that ,proyinbej;,^d'obul^ hate called in Lieut.- 
; Colonel Watson, ^ General' hare ventured to place 
Mmseft befere 



'108 


LORO CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. IV. 


The fate of the garrison at Camden must have been decided 
before I could have reached tlie Pedee or Wagganaw. Had a 
ihisfortune happened to Lord Eawdon’s corps, I knew that the 
>yhole country east of Santee and Pedee would be in arms against 
us. I therefore did not think that I could, with 1300 infantry and 
200 cavalry, undertake such a march and the passage of two such 
rivers, without exposing the corps under my command to the utmost 
hazard of disgrace and ruin. 

In the measures which I pursued I neither risked my own corps 
or Major-General Phillips’s, beings determined to return to Wil- 
mington from Halifax, unless I heard from that officer that I could 
join him in safety. 

With the warmest zeal for the service of my King and country, 
I am conscious that my judgment is liable to error. Perhaps in 
the difficult situation I was in at Wilmington the measure wliich I 
adopted was not the best ; but I have at least the satisfaction to 
find, by the intercepted letters of May 14, from General Greene to 
JBaron Steuben, that it was not agreeable to his wishes that I came 
into Virginia. I have, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlE, Poitsmouth, Virginia, July 27, 1781. 

I received your ciphered letter of the 11th instant on the 
20th, in consequence of which the expedition was detained, and on 
the 21st I was honoured with your despatches of the 8th and 11th 
instant, the contents of which I will confess, were to me as unex- 
pected as, I trust, they are undeserved. 

As a subordinate officer I think it my duty to obey positive 
orders, or in exercising discretionary powers to act as much as 
possible conformable to the apparent wishes of my superior officer, 
combined with the evident good of the service ; and in my late con- 
duct I hope I have not deviated from those principles : for permit 
me ip remark that I cannot discover in the instructions to 
Getoral Philh'ps, and the substance of private conversations with 
hiiii (^racta of which I take tlie liberty to enclose) to which I 
li®. r^<tefed, nor in our former correspondence, any trace pf the 
that now appears to secure a harbdur fot ships 
assent to my engaging in operations ' in' the 
Vpp^ if it could have brought myself to think them 

expe&nt, vpouldjiii' t had doubted'-ljefore, have convinced me that 
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securing a harbour for liiie-of-battle ships was not with yon a 
primary and immediate object In my letter of the 26th of May 
I informed your Excellency that^^ after destroying the stores at 
Eichrnorid and the adjoining country, I should moTe back to 
Williamsburgh, keeping the array in readiness to comply with 
your further instructions. I arrived at that place on tlie 25th, and 
on the 26th of June I received your despatches of the 11th and 15th 
of the same month, being the first letters that I received from you 
since my arrival in Virginia. In the first you tell me New York 
is threatened to be attacked by a very numerous enemy, and, 
therefore, wishing to concentrate your forcj3, you recommend to 
me, to send a body of troops to you, as I can spare them, in tlie 
order mentioned in a list, unless i have engaged in operations in 
tlie Upper Clicsapeak ; and in the d{?spateh of the 15th, taking for 
granted that I have not cngagexl in those operations, you require 
that the embarkation of those troops may begin with the greatest 
despatch. After a full compliance with this requisition the for(?e 
left under my command would have been about 24U0 rank and 
file fit for duty, as will appcair by the returns, which in a post 
adapted to that number I hoped would he sufificient for a defensive, 
and desultory water expeditions. You mention Williamsburgh and 
York in your letter of the 11th as defensive stations, hut only as 
being supposed healthy, without deciding on their safety. Wil- 
liamsburgh having no harbour, and requiring an army to occupy 
the position, would not havo suited us. I saw that it would 
require a groat deal of time and labour to fortify York and 
Gloucester, both of which are necessary to secure a harbour for 
vessels' of any burden, and to effect it, assistance would have been 
wanted from some of the troops then under embarkation orders, 
which, when New York was in danger, I did not think myself at 
liberty to detain for any other puri) 08 e than operations in tifie 
Upper Chesapeak; and supposing both places fortified, I fitiougfit 
they would have been dangerous defensive posts, either of them 
being easily accessible to the whole force of tins province, and 
from their situation they would not havi^ ah acre of 

country. I therefore, under^ ih.ese, /axchihetance^ witlr the most 
earnest desire to comply with what I 'bought were your present 
wishes, and to facilitate, your intended' ftiture operations in Pennsyl- 
vania, did not hmUU m.debging; to Biver and to retire 

to Portsmouth, that I migto^he#le'^;:»d'you the troops required ; 
'and'X waB eonfiimed in.&e\pdpri^f'Of the measure when, upon 
pasmg^ JameS' Biyor,, I; r^^tBd''jc)#;#%atch informing mo'that- 
for' essential rehtons'-ydu 'resolved Yo' make an attempt on. 
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Philadelphia, and directing me to embark with the greatest expe- 
gtion the same body of troops, with stores, &c., for that purpose, 
llaving likewise executed this order with the utmost exertion and 
alacrity, I must acknowledge I was not prepared to receiTe in the 
next despatch from your Excellency, a severe censure for my 
conduct. 

Immediately on receipt of your ciphered letter, I gave orders 
to the engineer to examine and survey Point Comfort and the 
channels adjoining^ to it. I have likewise visited it with the 
captams of the King’s ships now lying in Hampton Eoad. I 
have the honour to enclose to you copies of the report of the 
en^neer, and of the opinions of the captains of the navy on that 
subject, with which my own entirely concurs; and I likewise 
transinit a survey of the peninsula made by the engineers, from 
aU which your Excellency wiU see that a work on Point Comfort 
would neither command the entrance, nor secure his Majesty’s* 
ships at anchor in Hampton Eoad. This being the case, I shall, 
in obedience to the spirit of your Excellency’s orders, take mea- 
sures TOth as much_ despatch as possible to seize and fortify York 
and Gloucester, being the only harbour in which we can hope to 
be able to give effectual protection to Ene-of-battle ships. I shall 
likewise i^e all the expedition in my power to evacuate Ports- 
mouth and the posts belonging to it, but until that is accomplished 
It will be impossible for me to spare Hoops; for York and Glou- 
cester from their situation command no country, and a superiority 
in the field wfil not only be necessary to enable us to draw forage 
and other supplies from the country, but lilrewise to carry on our 
works without interruption. 

_ Your Excellency having been pleased to disapprove of my 
going to South Carolina, I have sent General Leslie, who sailed on 
the 25th instant in the ‘ Carysfort,’ to take the command there. 

I have the honour, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


LoED GeOKGE GiSBMAItr TO Eael Coknwaixis. 

' WhitaM, June 4 , 1781 . 

^jesty’s ship ‘ Galatea,' which arrived on the 19th Of 
nje a letter from Lord Eawdon, enelosing a 
Yow lordship to him, written on the 17th March at 
the tbwit,, Gni^ yv^h yow Lordship made famous by the 
glcwiow, over the Eebel forces 
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commanded by General Greene. The King has commanded me 
to signify to your Lordship, his Majesty’s royal approbation of 
yonr able conduct, unromitted exertions, and ardent zeal for 
his seryice, and to convey to you his royal congratulations upon 
your happy and provident escape from a danger, that twice 
approached you so nearly as to destroy two horses under 
you.^ . . . 

I was much alarmed upon reading the copy of Sir Henry 
Clinton’s instructions to General Phillips, to return with the 
greatest part of his force to Hew York if he did not receive orders 
from your Lordship, lest you might not speedily have liad an 
opportunity of communicating with him ; but your late victory at 
Guilford will, I trust, have opened the country more to you and 
afforded you an occasion of taking him and his whole force under 
your command and employing it as a co-operating army, until the 
Southern provinces arc reduced or the season becomes too intem- 
perate for active service ; for it is th^ King’s firm purpose to 
recover those provinces in preference to all others, and to pusli the 
war from south to north, securing what is comjucred as we go on ; 
and not by desultory cntorpriBcs, taking possession of places at ono 
time, and abandoning them at another : and I have signified his 
Majesty’s pleasure to Sir Henry Clinton to that afleci . • . 

I am, &e., 

dm. GimMAm. 

The foregoing despatches sufficiently show the difierenco of 
opinion, and the want of cordiality which existed between the two 
Generals. Sir Henry Clinton, anxious to concentrate his force at 
New York, and merely wishing to maintain the posts then held in 
the Southern provinces, was always desiring Lord Cornwallis to 
send large detachments to the North. On the 8th of June ha 
expressed a strong opinion that General Leslie, and 2'0()0' men 
could be spared. On the Hth ha asked for seven regiments of 
infantry, and one and a half of cavalry. Again on the 10th and 
on July 1st he called for sk ^ reghnants, wlfiioh he, specified by 
name, but on the 11th he countermanded the sailing of the troops. 
Both Generals complained that^ they^ware kept in ignorance of 
each other’s itttentions~wMch,;meony^ieBt''^ any circum- 
stances, was especially so^.toV'the.Jnrdor officer. Not only did Sir 
H,. Clinton lay down no;,,pl8n of operations for Lord CornwalHs, 

* Oi» Um wm liot «ia&‘ wb# ike Fek. I, and stootBw* 

at little, ef 
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but, tlie exception of the proposed attack on Philadelphia, 
he never said what he meant to do himself, professing his inability 
to make any arrangements till the expected reinforcements had 
arrived from Europe. Even more — when General Phillips was 
sent to the Ohesapeak, his instructions were not communicated to 
Lord Cornwallis. Thus left in ignorance of the operations contem- 
plated at Head Quarters, and not knowing what detachments might 
be required, Lord Cornwallis was often compelled to act on the 
defensive, when an offensive movement might have been most 
advantageous. These feelings of jealousy and irritation on the 
part of Sir Henry may be attributed, partly to the fact that Lord 
Cornwallis was instructed to correspond directly with the Secretaiy 
of State, and partly to his knowledge of the existence of the dor- 
mant Commission, which, had Sir Henry gone home, would have 
placed the command in the hands of Lord Cornwallis. Another 
source' of ^annoyance was the tone of many of Sir Henryks letters. 
His despatches are often full of splenetic remarks. In one, dated 
August 2, he tells Lord Cornwallis that he entirely disapproves of 
his operations, and conceives that he has a right to express that 
opinion. But Lord Cornwallis had the satisfaction of knowing that 
(whatever might be the views of Sir Henry) his conduct in every 
respect was highly apj)roved of by the Government at home, who 
appear almost uniformly to have preferred his plans to those of his 
commanding OfScer. 


Sib, 


Lorn George Germain- to Sir Henry Clinton. 

. Wbitehall, June G, 1781. 


. . . I shall, therefore, only observe in addition to all 
I have already written upon the subject, that I am well pleased 
to find Lord Cornwallis’s opinion entirely coincides with mine of 
the great importance of pushing the war on the side of Yirginia 
with all the force that can be spared, until that province is 
reduced . . . I am, &c., 

GtBO. Geekaikt. 


Ease Cornwaliis to BBisAuiER-GENEBAii O’Hara. 





. i ; : ; Ate a passage of fom days ve landed here and 
at Gldneesttet ' ^ The positioh is had, and of 

oomse we wiif inci te that every senior 
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general takes witliout remorse from a junior, and tells him that he 
lias nothing to fear. . . . Yours most sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Brigadier-General O’Hara. 

Dear Charles, Yorktown, Aug. 4, 1781. 

. . . I am not easy about my post at Gloucester, and 

am in great want of negroes to work, as the heat is too great to 
admit of the soldiers doing it. . . . 

Yours most sincerely, 

CORN‘WALLI>S. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. . 

Sib, . York, iu Virginia, Aug. l‘A 1781 . 

I cmbai’kcd the 80th regiment in boats and went myself on 
board the ^ Kiclmiond ’ very early in the morning of the 20th ; but 
we were so unfortunate in winds as to be four days on our passage. 
The 80th landed on the night of the 1st at Gloucester, and the 
troops which were in transports, on the morning of the 2nd, at this 
place. I have since brought the 71st and the Legion hither, and 
sent the regiment du Prince Hereditairo to Gloucester. The 
works on the Gloucester side are in some forwardness, and I hope 
in a situation to resist a sudden attack. Brigadier-General O’Hara 
is hastening as much as possible the evacuation of Portemouth. 
As soon as he arrives here, I will send to New York every man 
that I can spare consistent with the safety and subsistence of the 
force in this country. j jiaye, &c., 

COENWAXiLia. 

Eael CoiwwAiLia TO Sib Hiinkt Clinton. 

SlE, Torttown, Aug.. 16, 178t. 

I did not imagine that my letter of the 10th July would 
haye given your Excellency reason to he so sanguine as to hope, 
that by this time any detachment could have been made from 
hence. The evacuation of !Portsmou& has emjiloyed one engineer 
and a number of labourers and artificers ; ' and with every exertion 
by l^nd and water, I do not expect tibat business to be completed 
before the 2l8t or 22'ad;inat.;;"- 'Vn ' ■ ' 

' After bur experiaio© cd' the labow and dificulty of oonstmoting ' 
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works at this season of the year, and the plan for fortifying this side 
not being entirely settled, I cannot at present say whether I can 
spare any troops, or, if any, how soon. j have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir UmnY Clinton. 

Yorktown, Aug. 20, 1781. 

Before I resolved to pass James Kiver, to enable me to 
comply with your requisition of troops, I had veiy maturely con- 
sidered the general tenour of your despatches to General Phillips, 
as well as those of the 11th and 15th June ; and when I decided 
on that measure, I sufficiently felt how mortifying it was to me 
personally, and how much the reputation of his Majesty’s arms 
would suffer by it in this province. 

But your Excellency was pleased to give me to understand in 
your despatch of the 11th, that you wished to concentrate your 
force, being threatened with an attack at New York by General 
Washington, with 20,000 men at least, besides an expected French 
reinforcement, and the numerous militia of the five neighbouring 
provinces; and in your despatch- of the 15th, supposing that I had 
not thought it expedient to engage in operations in the Upper 
Chesapeak, and that those I had undertaken in this province would 
be finished, you require that part of the troops mentioned in a list 
contained in the former despatch, should be embarked and sent to 
New York with all possible despatch, notifying to me at the same 
time that you would in proper time, solicit the admiral to send 
more transports to the Chesapeak, in which you desired that I 
would send the remaining troops that I judged could bo spared, as 
you did not think it advisable to leave more troops in this un- 
healthy climate at this season of the year than what were abso- 
lutely wanted for a defensive, and desultory water excursions. 

My own operations being finished, and being of opinion that it 
would have been dangerous for the King’s service to engage in 
operations in the Upper Chesapeak, I thought it incumbent upon 
me to obey so explicit an order without loss of time* As I could 
not discover in any of yoitr instructions or despatches, any 'earnest- 
lor Mihediately securing a harbour for Hne-of-batfle ships,' I 
tbbligtei/inyself under the necessity of being ‘Contented with the 
,For^ineuth such as it 'was», for I did not .consider mysplf at 
liberif' to', eterdee i py discretionary power 'by changing that post 
for'ahO'ther? whfeh'-WOrld.hi^Ye required ao great a part of the troops 
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under my command for the purposes of fortifying it, &c., that any 
plans of yours which depended upon material reinforcement from 
hence might thereby have been totally frustrated. 

My resolution to pass James River was just executed, when I 
received your despatch of the 28th June, ordering the expedition 
for the attempt on Philadelphia. That order being likewise posi- 
tive, unless I was engaged in any important move of my own, or 
in operations in the Upiier Ohcsapeak, I felt a particular satisfac- 
tion that my decision on your first order had enabled me to act 
so expeditiously with this ; and I own that instead of blame, I 
hoped to have merited approbation. 

I was clearly convinced when I received those orders, and I 
cannot yet see any cause to alter my opinion, tliat, having a suffi- 
cient force remaining for a defensive in the post that I had resolved 
to occupy, if I had detained the troops required and specified in 
yom- list for any other reason than that of being engaged in an 
important move of my own, or in operations in the Upper Ohesa- 
peak, and if in the mean time a misfortune had happeiUid at Now 
York, or you had been disappointed of any material object at Phi- 
ladelpliia, my conduct ivould have been highly and deservedly cen- 
sured ; but I acknowledge I never apprehended, even though it 
might afterwards appear that the danger at New York was not 
imminent, nor the attempt on Philadelphia expedient, that I 
should be subject to blame for passing James River, a stop rendered 
indispensably necessary by an obedience of your orders, and for 
the safety of the troops remaining under my command. 

Your Excellency, after mentioning your intention of recom- 
mencing operations in the Ohesapoak about the beginning of 
October, is pleased to say that you will then determine whether 
you will act in Virginia according to my plan, or in the Upper 
Ohesapeak according to your own. 

It is true that it is my opinion, that while we keep a Uaval supe- 
riority, Virginia is, by its navigable rivers, extremely accessible, 
and that if we have force to accomplish it, the reduction of the pro- 
vince would be of great advantage to England, on account of the 
value of its trade — ^the blow it would bo ,to tiid j^bels — and as it 
would contribute to the reduction and quiet of the Oaxolinas ; but 
in my subordinate situation, being unacquainted with the instruc- 
tions of Adnunistration, ignoiunt of the force at your command from 
other services, and without the |K>yr^ erf making the necessary 
arrangements for execution, I can only offer my opinions for con- 
sideration, certainly not as plans j but wh#evhr plan you may think 
proper to adopt Jot operatiems in’ the Uhesapeak, I shall be most 
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sincerely concerned if your Excellency should be so circumstanced 
as not to be able to undertake the execution of it in person. If your 
Excellency should find it necessary to direct me to undertake the 
execution of any plan that may be fixed upon by you, I shall make 
the best use in my power of the force put under my command ; but 
as my acting differently from your ideas or wishes might in many 
instances be attended with great detriment to tlie King’s service, I 
shall, if employed, hope to be lionoured with explicit instructions 
from your Excellency on aU points that will admit of them. 

* I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The affairs of the Itebel Government were at this time in a very 
precarious state. Of the thirteen provinces, Georgia and New York 
were almost entirely, and the two Carolinas partially, in the power 
of the British; and Vermont, as early as the month of May in this 
year, had shown a strong desire to xmite with Canada. In eveiy 
other province a body of Loyalists, more or less numerous, existe(l, 
though kept down by the oppressive conduct of the ruling autho- 
rities. It was ascertained from intercepted letters, that the feeding 
of the American army had become a matter of extreme difficulty. 
Their navy had ceased to exist, while, even as eighteen-months’ 
men, recruits could hardly be obtained at all for the army, and 
no reliance could be placed on the militia. The almost xmlimited 
issue of paper-money had so depreciated its value, that the ptiblic 
departments could scarcely effect purchases upon any terms. 

Though General Greene had met with some success in the 
south, Washington felt that under these circumstances the cause 
must be lost unless some important blow were struck, and this 
could not be done without assistance from France. Such aid, often 
promised during the three preceding years, had never been 
effectually furnished; but at last, on a positive assurance that 
M, de Grasse ^ was actually on his passage, a plan was arranged 
for an attack upon New York. This was afterwards abandoned, 
as M. de Grasse determined to enter the Ohesapeak lliver, wliich 
he did on the 30th of August, announcing that he could not 
.remain long on the American coast. Six days later an indecisive 
aciidn between him and Admiral Graves took place; and at the 
ctese;; df 'it 'the British fleet, considerably crippled, -sailed for 
ijew York ‘ ^ * 

' ' ■ 1 f OomU de Grasse, k d. Jaa. U, 1788, unro. 
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Eael Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Tirgiiiia, Aug. 22, 1781. 

Portsmoiitli liaving been completely evacuated without any 
interruption from, the enemy, General O’Hara arrived' here this 
day with the stores and troops ; and a great number of refugees 
have accompanied him from the counties of ISTorfolk, Suffollc, and 
Princess Anne. 

The engineer has finished his survey and examination of this 
place, and has proposed his plan for fortifying it, which appearing 
judicious, I have approved of, and directed to be executed. 

The woiks at Gloucester are now in such forwardness, that a 
smaller detachment than the present garrison would be in safety 
against a sudden attack; but I make no alteration tbcro, as I 
cannot hope that the labour of the wliole will complete that post 
in less than five or six weeks. 

My experience there of tlio fatigue and difTicnlty of constructing 
works in this warm season, convinces mo that all the labour that 
the troops here will bo capable of without ruining their Imalth, will 
be required at least for six weeks to put the intended works at tliis 
place in a tolerable state of defence ; and as your Excellency has 
been pleased to communicate to mo your intentions of recom- 
mencing operations in the Chesapoak about the beginning of 
October, I will not venture to take any step that might retard tho 
establishing of this post, but I request that your Excellency will bo 
pleased to decide whether it is more important for your plans that 
a detachment of 1000 or 1200 men, which I think I can spare 
from every other purpose but that of labour, should be sent to you 
from hence, or that the whole of tho troops here should be 
employed in expediting tho works. 

There being only four IS’s and one 24-pouTider here, more . 
heavy guns will be wanted for the sea-batteries at this place ; and 
we are likewise in want of many other artillery and engineers^' 
stores, the returns of which I take the liberty to enclose. 

It is proper to mention to your Excellency, that you may make 
your arrangements accordingly, that there are only about "600 stand 
of spare arms in the Chesapeak ; and that •qtir feonsumption of pro- 
visions is considerably increased 'by a number of' refugees lately 
come to us, and by negroes that arf> employed in dififerent branches 
of the public semoe. I have, &c., 

(lOKNWALLia. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Dear Leslie, York ia Virginia, Ang. 27, 1781. 

. . . Sir Henry has written to me lately to say that if 

any part of the troops lately arrived from Europe could be spared 
from South Carolinaj he wished you to send them to New York, 

I informed him that I should submit it to your opinion, and at the 
same time said, that as my intercourse with South Carolina was 
very precarious, and as there could be no co-operation between the 
troops employed there and at this post, I wished him to transmit 
any commands he might have for Carolina directly to you. . . . 

We are busily employed in fortifying this post, which will be a 
work of great time and labour, and after all, I fear, not be very 
strong. Our troops are remarkably healthy for this season. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

Earl Cornwallis to the Comte lb Grasse. 

Monsieur, Torktown, sept. 5, i78i. 

Ayant appris quo mon ami, My Lord Eawdon,"^ est prisonnier 
sur la flotte commandce par votre Excellence, et dtant extreme- 
ment interesse de recevoir des nouvclles certaines de I’etat de sa 
sant6, j’ai pris la liberte do m’adresser h votre Excellence, pour la 
permission d’avoir une reponse h ma lettre. 

Un enseigne de vaisseau, un volontaire, et un caporal de vos 
troupes ayant tombes entre les mains de nos patrouilles, je les ai 
renvoyds, vous priant d’avoir la bont^ de me rondre trois prisonniers 
Anglais de rangs dgam. j’ai rkonneur, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

8m, Yorktown, Sept. 8, 1781. 

I have made several attempts to inform your Excellency 
that the Erench West India Fleet, nnder M. de Grasse, entered 
■the Gapes the 29th ult. I could not exactly learn their number — 
thej^ report twenty-five or twenty-six sail of the lino. One of 74, 
two ’oi 04, atid one frigate lie at the mouth of this river. 

’’ ’ The French troops landed at James Town are said to be 3800 ” 

1 Loi'ci Rawdott 'M , taiko» to England on board a packet, wMob was captui'od 

by a Preach cruiser* - ' . 
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men. Washington is said to be shortly expected, and his troops 
are intended to be brought by water from the Head of Elk, under 
protection of the French ships. The Marquis de la Fayette is at 
or near Williamsburg. The French troops are expected there, 
but were not arrived last night. As my works were not in a state 
of defence, I have taken a strong position out of the town. I am 
now working hard at the redoubts of the place. Provisions for six 
weeks. I will be very careful of it. j 

COENWALLIS. 

Le Comte de Grasse to Earl Cornwallis. 

MoNSIEUE, a lord da Vaissoau la Ville de Paris, le 15 Sept. 1781. 

J’ai rc 9 u la lettre que votre Excollonce a eu la bonte do 
m’ecrire, ou etoit jointo cello du Lord llawdon; je la lui ferai 
remettre au niomeut'^u’il sera on mon pouvoii', et j’enverrai tout 
do suite tranquilliser votre Excellence siir la saute do cot ami. Le 
batiinent sur loquel est Ic liOrd n’est pas actuellcment sous mon 
jiavillon, mais sous peu do jours il sera rojoiut. Si votre Excellenco 
veut ajouter quolque foy a eo quo j’ai riioimeur de lui mander, jo 
I’assurorai que lo-Lord est on boimo saute, ainsi que tout ce q'ul 
raccompagno, ot qu’il no se trouvo pas mal d’etre avec nous, malgre 
le ddsir qu’il a do rotournor dans sa jiatrio, pour retablir sa santd, 
qu’il dit avoir besoin do repos, quoiquo sa physionomie trompeuse 
le ddmont. j’gj phonueur, &c., 

Le Comte de Geassb.’ 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, New York, Sept. 6, 1781. 

As I find by your letters that He Grasse has got into tlie 
Chesapoak, and I can have no doubt that Washington is moving 
vsdth at least 6000 French and Eebel troops against you, I think 
the best way to relieve you is to join yon as soon a4 possible, with 
all the force that can be qiared firom hence, whiph is about 4000 
men. They are already embarked, And will proceed the instant I 
receive information from the Adniital that we inay venture, and 
that from other intelligence the Commodore and I shall judge 
sufficient to move upon. > , „ 

1 The Comte de C»sw ahd'ito .Swuci Hood iu the * Barfleiir/ his ship wan 

the ‘ ViUe de, were ih- disaWed and practically captured by the 
ney’s of the 12th . Thohih , ^ Cahada/ Comwallfer 

'he wotild hot strike till Jfel' tipdw 'by mxt ' 
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I Ibeg your LordsMp will let me know as soon as possible yonr 
ideas bow the troops embarked for the Chesapeak may be best em- 
ployed for yonr relief, according to the state of circumstances when 
yon receive this letter. I shall not however wait to receive your 
answer, should I hear, in the mean time, that the passage is open. 

I have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Virginia, Sept. 16, 1781. 

I have 'received your letters of the 2nd and 6th. The enemy’s 
fleet has returned. Two line-of-battle ships and one frigate lie at the 
mouth of this river, and three or four line-of-battle ships, several 
frigates and transports, went up the Bay on the 12th and 14.th. 
I hear Washington arrived at Williamsburg *on the 14th. Some 
of his troops embarked at Head of Elk, and the others arrived at 
Baltimore on the 12th. 

If I had no hopes of relief I would rather risk an action than 
defend my half-finished works. But as you say Admiral Digby ^ is 
hourly expected, and promise every exertion to assist me, I do not 
think myself justifiable in putting the fate of the war on so despe- 
rate an attempt. 

By examining the transports and turning out useless mouths, 
my provisions will last at least six weeks from this day, if we can 
preserve them from accidents. The cavalry must, I fear, be all 
lost. I am of opinion that you can do me no eflectual service but 
by coming directly to this place. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


17tli September. 


I am just informed that since the Rhode Island squadron has 
joined, they have thiiiy-six sail of the Uno. This place is in no 
state of deience. If you cannot relieve me very soon, you must be 
prepared to hear the worst. 


, ^ Eobert Digby, afiNrwards 

Adia'ir^ tbe.'Red, graAdson of William, 
6tb 12^4 Digbf, add brotbeir pf Bdwd, 6th 
Lord'! 7# Lord tod 1st Bari 

Digby,", h D<so.', i), 17S2,.dw'y«b*' 25, 1815 


m. Aug. 19, 1784, Eleanor, dau. of Andrew 
Elliot, Esq., Lieut, -Governor of New York, 

and widow of Jauncy, Esq. Groom of 

the Bedclnttnber from 1784 to 1806; I 4 .P. 
for Wells from Deo, 1757 to March, 176h 
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Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

My LORBj New York, Sept. 24, 1781. 

At a meeting of tlie General and Hlag Officers, lield this 
day, it is determined tliat about 5000 men, rank and file, shall be 
embarked aboard the King’s ships, and the joint exertions of the 
navy and army made in a few days to relieve you and afterwards 
co-operate with you. 

The fleet consists of twenty-three sail of the line, three of which 
are 3-deckers. There is every reason to hope we start from hence 
the 5th October. j have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

P.S. — Admiral Digby is this moment arrived at the Hook with 
three sail of the line. 

# 

The council of war was attended by five General and four Flag 
Officers. Sir Henry Clinton said that it was the unanimous opinion 
of the General Officers, that Lord Cornwallis’s situation required the 
most speedy assistance, and that the only probable means to relieve 
him appeared to be a direct movement of the fleet and army to 
the Chesapeak; and if a junction with him could be effected, 
that the fleet should remain in that river. That as the loss of 
Lord Cornwallis’s corps would be attended with the most fatal con- 
sequences, no time should be lost in attempting to relieve him, 
even at some risk. 

It was proposed, and the question put and agreed to — That the 
troops, &c., designed and held in readiness for this service should 
(when the fleet was refitted) be put on board the King’s sliips, and 
the whole afterwards proceed to the Chesapeak, and endeavour 
by every means in their power to form a junction with Lord 
Cornwallis’s army. 

The omission of the word unanimous ” in the decision of iho 
council of war, leads to the inference that there was not the same 
unanimity of opinion, as is stated to have existed in the previous 
meeting of General Officers. , ^ > ; 

Earl CoRHWALLi^To Clinton. 

_ , ' ' ' • " , YorktowB, Sept, 29, 1781. 

^ I have ye»tiure^,|li€«e (Jays to look General Wash, 

ington’s whote force in on the outside of 

my works ; and I hkye the pleWure to assure your Excellency th# 
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there was but one wish tEronghout the whole army, w^hich was that 
the enemy would adyance, 

I haye this evening received your letter of the 24tli, which has 
given me the greatest satisfaction. I shall retire this night within 
the works, and have no doubt, if relief arrives in any reasonable 
time, York and G-loucester will be both in iDossession of his Majesty’s 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Hok. H. Beodeick: to the Right Hon. Thomas Townshend, 

My bear Sir, New York, Sept. 30, 1781. 

We arrived at this place a few days ago, after a very long 
passage, but with remarkably fine weather the whole time, and 
found things here in a most critical situation. You will have 
heard of G-raves’s action with the French fleet, since which the 
French have been joined by their Ehode Island squadron, consisting 
of eight ships of the line, and our intelligence was such that at the 
time of the action it was not known whether those ships composed 
part of the fleet or not. They now amount to thirty-six sail of the 
line, including two 50’s in the Ohesapeak, where they remain to 
prevent any communication or supplies going to Lord Cornwallis. 
Our fleet consists of twenty-three sail of the line and two 50’s; 
one more 50-gun ship is expected here from Halifax, and two sail 
of the line from the West Indies ; but the arrival of the latter must 
be very precarious, as their rendezvous is in Lynliaven Bay in the 
Chesapeak, and unless they fell in with some of our cruisers, they 
will probably he taken by the French, being very heavy sailers ; 
so that the utmost we can depend upon is twenty-six sail of the 
line, including three 50’s, and some of these so damaged in the 
last action, that they will not be ready for sea for some time, and 
even then in very had condition. Such is the state of things at sea, 
and I do not think the appearance of affairs on shore much bettor. 
Indeed they are so much connected with one another, that it is 
not easy to separate them. Lord Cornwallis is at Yorktowii, upon 
York Eiver in Virginia, and is in possession of Gloucester, on the 
opposite side of the river. I understand they are both very strong 
poste.,, ; He has with him about 5000 as fine troops as any in the 
the seamen and guns of the ^ Charon’ of 44, and ^Guada- 
lbup©.^;'p^ and the crews of some transports, in all about 

;,1200 seaflieh* ' "WasMngton is at Williamsburg, twelve miles from 
Yotfc,’ 8000 French troops, 0000 Con- 
tinentals, and ^ihe'reSt 'Virginia militia. We receive' letters every 
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now and then from Lord Cornwallis by small vessels, which pass 
the French fleet in the night. By the last he says he can hold out 
to the middle of November ; he is not afraid of their attacking 
him, but unless he is relieved by that time, he will be reduced to 
lay down his arms for want of provisions, so that it is reduced to 
this alternative — either to risk an action at sea against a force 
infinitely superior, or to suffer a very fine army to lay down then- 
arms without firing a shot. 

There have been frequent councils of war held here lately, and 
it was at one time determined to put a number of troops on board 
the men of war, and try to open the communication, which must, 
of course, bring on an action between the two fleets. Sir S. 
Hood 1 and General Eobertson,* I hear, are the only officers who 
press that strongly ; the others are very cool about it, particularly 
Graves. If this takes place. Sir Henry Clinton means to go with 
the troops. 

Why Washington was suffered to carry to the southward any 
part of the force he had in this country, is, I own, beyond my 
comprehension. Before he crossed the North Eiver, he came with 
about 8000 or 9000 men, French and Americans, and took post 
within ten miles of our linos at Kingsbridge ; he was suffered to 
sfeiy there above three weeks, and even sent an advanced guard of 
2000 men within sight of our works, where they stayed two days, 
and no land of attempt was made to attack them, though we could 
at any time have spared 10,000 men from this place; but Sir 
Henry Clinton was so afraid of being attacked here, that he sent 
repeated letters to Lord Cornwallis to send him troops from Vir- 
ginia. After all, if Lord Cornwallis should fail, it will be owing 
entirely to his having trusted too much to promises of timely sup- 
port from hence, since, if he had been loft at liberty, he could have 
retired into North Carolina, and probably given La Fayette a blow 
in his way. In short, everybody here is very desponding and very 
much out of humour. The only subject of conversation is the un- 
pleasant situation of our friends to the southward, having nothing 
to trust to but the spirited exertibns of Lord (Cornwallis, who is 
fortunate in having some of the best ofliows in the army to assist 
him. Poor Captain Cornwallis, as you may easily, suppose, is very 

^ Sir Samud Hood, AlmW .of a78ii’'to Italy,' 1788'; then for Reigate till 

the Red, K.B, ; created Loi'd'Bopdi'iA’WwMi 'the di«»lntion; and then for Westminster 
Sept. 12, 1782, and Vlgodiltnt Sod ih'Sttgtod ; ,to,' 17'08. His first election was the 

Jtme 1, lT9d; 8# Hoc., 13, 37? ' contest of Hood, Fox, and Wray, 

1$10'; tn* Aug, 25^ Mi^or-^Qeneial, afterwards Ideut.'-Qenonal 

Bdwai^d LindKee,, of • A Robertson, Colonel 10th Regiment: 

Cord of the Admfwlty from’ ’duty, liSBj'to 'MnrA, '1788* 

March, 1795. M.F* for ' Westminster, May, ' ' 
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anxious, and abuses tbe navy very much for their unnecessary 
delays. I am afraid you must he tired with this long, desponding, 
unconnected scrawl, and shall therefore conclude, hoping to send 
you better news by the next letter. Pray give my best love to 
Mrs. Townshend^ and all your family, and believe me, 

Ever yours most affectionately, 

H. Brodrtck. 

Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Oct. 2,] 

My Lord, Xew York, Sept. 25, 1781. 

It is supposed the necessary repairs of the fleet will detain 
us here to the 5th Oct, and your Lordship must be sensible that 
unforeseen accidents may lengthen it out a day or two longer. 1 
therefore entreat you to lose no time in letting me know by the 
bearer your real situation, and your opinion how upon our arrival 
we can best act to form a junction with you. 

I have, &c., 

H. Clinton. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Torktown, Oct. 3, 1781. 

I received your letter of the 25th of Sept, last night. The 
enemy ate encamped about two miles from us. On the night of the 
30th September they broke ground, and made two redoubts about 
1100 yards from our works, which, with some works that had been 
constructed to secure our exterior position, occupy a gorge between 
two creeks, which nearly embrace this post. They have finished 
these redoubts, and I expect they will go on with their works this 
night From the time the enemy have given us, and the uncom- 
mon exertions of the troops, our works are in a better state of 
defence than we had reason to hope. 

I can see no means of forming a junction with me hut by York 
Biver, and I do not think that any diversion would be of use to us. 
Our accounts of the French fleet have in general been that they 
w^re thirty-five or thirty-six sail of the line. 

; I have, &c., 

‘ CoBNWALLm 

^ Elizabeth,, ted coMr of RJohar'd Visooimt Sydney, She W b. 1730, d. May 
Powy$, of wife Right 1,1820. ' 

Hoa. Thoaoas a'fter.wai’ds kt ' ' 



1781. 


AMEBIOA. 


125 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

SlEj, Torktown, Oct. 11, 1781. 

Cochrane ^ arriyed yesterday. I haye only to repeat what I 
said in my letter of the 3rd, that nothing but a direct move to York 
Riyer, which includes a successful naval action, can save me. On 
the evening of the 9th the enemy opened their batteries, and have 
since continued firing without interniission with about forty pieces 
of cannon, mostly heavy, and sixteen mortars from eight to sixteen 
inches. We have lost about seventy men, and many of our works 
are seriously damaged. With such works, on disadvantageous 
ground, against so powerful an attack, we cannot hope to make a 
very long resistance. I jiave, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. Since my letter was written we have lost ninety men. 

Oct. 12, 7 P.M. — Last niglit the enemy made their second 
parallel within 300 yards. We continue to lose men very fast. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorktown, Oct. 15, 1781. 

Last evening the enemy carried my two advanced redoubts 
on the left by storm, and during the night have included them in 
the second parallel, wliicli they are at present busy in perfecting. 
My situation here becomes very critical ; we dare not show a gun to 
their old batteries, and I expect their new ones will open to-morrow 
morning. Experience has shown that our fresh earthen worlcs do 
not resist their powerful artillery,’ so that we shall soon be exposed 
to an assault in ruined works, in a bad position, and with weakened 
numbers. The safety of the place is therefore so precarious, that 
I cannot recommend that the fleet and army should run great risk 
in endeavouring to save us* j have, &c*, ' 

Cornwallis* 

On the 17th Lord Cornwallis,' having failed in his attempt to 
escape by crossing to Gloucester, was ehmpeEed to propose a 

^ tlie Hoo. Ooclanw*^, sow of CUnton;, dated Sept. 80, s^iying he could not 

Thomas, 8th Earl of ntmdottald,;L 0<Jt. VA ; that he would persist in 

1749, killed foy a oa^'non b®ll\0«et*-l7,:17$l, ' ' att^Wpi to relieve him till the middle of 
two days befo» the 'sarrendor' of YoAtowh, Noretahter, and that if ha cow id not do it fey 
while ' landing ne^' to' Lord\ iwoto, he would make an attempt' oto 

m. Oatherihe, dan. bf '-Fltoaiih 'df the Philadelphia. ^ ", 

Marines. He fewught a letter iVom Sir' H. > : ■ ' ' 
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surrender. Tlie sick and wounded were very numerous, as ap- 
pears by 

The Morning State, Oct. 18, 1781, or the Troops at York and 


Gloucester. 

Officers : — Fit for duty and sick 3(!3 

Non-commissioned Officers and Bank and File : — Fit for duty .. .. 4541 
Sick and wounded 2089 


The ammunition for the artillery was exhausted, and the works 
were crumbling to pieces. He vainly endeavoured to protect the 
Loyalists by a special article ; but Washington consented to allow 
the ^Bonetta ’ sloop of war to pass unexamined to New York, and 
those who were most obnoxious thus escaped. What would have 
been their fate may be inferred from the subjoined letter from 
Governor Nelson.^ The capitulation was signed on the 19th, and will, 
together with the despatch covering it, be found in the Appendix. 

The conduct of the two victorious armies was very different. 
By the French the English were received with every mark of 
civility, and it was observed that salutes were universally exchanged 
between them, while such marks of courtesy were almost totally 
omitted by the Americans. 

Eael Cornwallis to General Washington. 

York, in Virginia, Oct. 17, 1781 . — See Appendix, No. 9. 

General Washington to Earl Cornwaltjs. 

Camp before York, Oct, 17, 1781 . — See Appendix, No. 10. 

Earl Cornwallis to General Washington, 

York, in Virgmia, Oct. 17, 1781 . — See Appendix, No. 11. 


General Washington to Earl Cornwallis. 

Camp befoio York, Oct. 18, 1781 . — See Aj>pendix, No. 12. 


Earl Cornwallis to General Washington. 

Oct. IB, 1781 . — See Appendix, No. 13. 


Cory of Articles of Capitulation. 

Oct. 19, 1781.— Appendix, No. 14. 

I Tljbai# I Vir^nia, a considerable estate^ wHob Goremor Nekon 

b. Bee. W89;,, m. A«g» mortgaged to rais© money for Ibe service of 

1762, Rncy,, 'dam I'Oryme®, Esq. tbe Rebels, but lie was never repaid, 

Hi'S giindfatbet fottnd^l T mrktowA, ‘ and left 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton. 

Sir, Yorkto-wn, Virginia, Oct. 20, 1781. 

I have the mortification to inform yonr Excellency that I 
have been forced to give up the posts of York and Gloucester, and 
to surrender the troops under my command, by capitulation, on the 
19th instant, as prisoners of war to the combined forces of America 
and France. 

I never saw tliis post in a very favourable light, but when I 
found I was to be attacked in it in so unprepared a state, by so 
powerful an army and artillery, nothing but the hopes of relief 
would have induced me to attempt its defence, for I would either 
have endeavoured to escape to New York by rapid marches from 
the Gloucester side, immediately on the arriTal of General Wash- 
ington’s troops at Williamsburg, or I wordd, notwithstanding the 
disparity of numbers, have attacked them in the oiien field, whore 
it might have been just possible that fortune would have favoured 
the gallantry of the handful of troops under my command, but 
being assured by your Excellency’s letters that every possible 
means would be tried by the navy and army to relievo us, I could 
not think myself at liberty to venture upon either of those despe- 
rate attempts ; therefore, after remaining for two days in a strong 
position in front of this place in hopes of being attacked, upon 
observing that tlie enemy were taking measures which could not 
fail of turning my loft flank in a short time, and receiving on the 
second evening your letter of the 24th of September, informing 
me that the relief would sail about the 5th of October, I withdrew 
within the works on the night of the 29th of September, hoping by 
the labour and firmness of the soldiers to protract the defence 
until you could arrive. Everything was to be expected from the 
spirit of the troops, but every disadvantage attended their labour, 
as the works were to be contingod under the onem/s fire, and our 
stock of intrenching tools, which did not much exceed 400 when 
we began to work in the latter end of August, was now much 
diminished. 

The enemy broke ground on thp night of the 80th, and con- 
structed on that night, and the two foUovwng days and nights, two 
redoubts, which, with some workfthat had belonged to our outward 
position, ocoupM a gorge hetweeui two creeks or ravines, which 
come from the Hver pn each df the town. On the night of 
the 6th of October they , ma4h th^ 'first parallel, extending from 
its right on the river, to a dMp ravine on the left, nearly opposite 
to the centre ef fto place, and embracing our whole left at a di^ 
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tance of 600 yards. Haying perfected tliis parallel, tlieir batteries 
ojpened on the eyening of the 9th against our left, and other batte- 
ries fired at the same time against a redoubt advanced over the 
creek upon our right, and defended by about 120 men of the 23rd 
Eegiment and marines, who maintained that post with uncommon 
gallantry. The fire continued incessant from heavy cannon, and 
from mortars and howitzers throwing shells from 8 to 16 inches, 
until all oim guns on the left were silenced, our Avork much 
damaged, and our loss of men considerable. On the night of the 
11th they began their second parallel, about 300 yards nearer to 
us. The troops being much weakened by sickness, as well as by 
the fire of the besiegers, and observing that the enemy had not 
only secured their flanks, but proceeded in every respect with the 
utmost regularity and caution, I could not venture so large sorties 
as to hope from them any considerable effect, but otherwise, I did 
everything in my power to interrupt this work by opening new 
embrasures for guns and keeping up a constant fire from all the 
howitzers and small mortars that we could man. On the evening 
of the 14th they assaulted and carried two redoubts that had been 
advanced about 300 yards for the purpose of delaying their ap- 
proaches, and covering our left flank, and during the night included 
them in their second parallel, on which they continued to work 
with the utmost exertion. Being perfectly sensible that our works 
coxxld not stand many hours after the opening of the batteries of 
that parallel, we not only continued a constant fire with all our 
mortars and every gun that could be brought to bear upon it, but 
a little before daybreak on the morning of the IGth, I ordered a 
sortie of about 350 men, under the direction of Lieut.-Colonel 
Abercrombie, to attack two batteries which appeared to he in the 
greatest forwardness, and to spike the guns. A detachment of 
Griiards with the 80th company of Grenadiers, under the command 
of Lieut.-Oo]onel Bake, attacked the one, and one of light infantry, 
under the command of Maj'or Armstrong, attacked the other, and 
both succeeded in forcing the redoubts that covered thorn, spiking 
11 guns, and killing or wounding about 100 of the French troops, 
who had the guard of that part of the trendies, and with little loss 
on our side. This action, though extremely honourable to the 
: ,hffi<&©rs and soldiers who executed it, proved of little public advan- 
, the cannon having been spiked in a^iarry, were soon 

; rendered /Hi ffir 'service again, and before dark tne whole parallel 
do be nearly complete. At ,this time we 
' knew theit wai.nopart of the whole front attached on Which 
' ,we oould'shewd ■dngle''gmi'^ add' our sheik were nearly expended. 
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I, therefore, had only to choose between preparing to surrender 
next day, or endeaTOuring to get off with the greatest part of the 
troops, and I determined to attempt tlie latter, reflecting that, 
though it should prove unsuccessful in its immediate object, it 
might at least delay the enemy in the prosecution of fiurther enter- 
prises. Sixteen large boats wore jirepared, and upon other pretexts 
were ordered to be in readiness to receive troops precisely at 10 
o’clock. With these I hoped to 2>ass the infantry during the night, 
abandoning our baggage, and leaving a detachment to capitulate 
for the townspeople, and the sick and wounded, on which subject a 
letter was ready to be delivered to General Washington. After 
making my arrangements with the utmost secrecy, the light 
infantry, greatest jiart of the Guards, and paid of the 23rd Ecgi- 
ment, landed at Gloucester; but at this critical moment the 
weather, from being moderate and calm, changed to a most violent 
stoi-m of wind and rain, and drove all tlie boats, some of which had 
troops on board, down the river. It was soon evident that the 
intended ])asBago was impracticable, and the absemee of the boats 
rendered it equally impossible to bring back Ibo troops that hhd 
passed, wliich I had ordered about two in tins irnmiug. In this 
situation, with ray little force divided, the enemy’s bathwujs opened 
at daybreak. The passage between this place and Gloncester was 
much exposed, but the boats having now returned, they were 
ordered to bring hack the troops that had passed during the night, 
and they joined ns in the forenoon without much loss. Our works, 
in the mean time, were going to ruin, and not having he-en able to 
strengthen them by an abattis, nor in any other manner but by a 
slight fraizing, which the enemy’s artillery wore demolishing 
wjierever tliey fired, my opinion entirely coincided with that of the 
engineer and principal dficsers of the army, that they were in 
many places assailable in the forenoon, and that by the continuance 
of the same fire for a few hours longer, they would b© in such a 
state as to render it desperate, with our numbers, to attempt to 
maintain them. We at that time could not fire a single gun ; only 
one 8-inch and little more than 100 Cohom shells remained. A 
diversion by the French ships of lyar that lay at the mouth of 
York Eiver was to be expected. Oux numbers had been diminished 
by the enemy’s fire, but partioularly by sickness, and the strength 
and spirits of those in the works were much exhausted, by the 
fatigue of constant watching and unremitting duty. Under all 
those oireumstancos, I thought it would have boon wanton and 
inhuman to the last degree to sacrifice the lives of this small body 
VOL. I. K 
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of gallant soldiers, who had ever hehayed with so lunch fidelity 
and courage, by exposing them to an assault ayMcIi, from the num- 
bers and precautions of the enemy, could not fail to succeed. I 
therefore proposed to capitulate ; and I have the honour to enclose 
to your Excellency the copy of the correspondence between General 
Washington and me on that subject, and the terms of capitulation 
agreed upon. I sincerely lament that better could not be obtained, 
but I have neglected nothing in my power to alleviate the misfor- 
tune and distress of both officers and soldiers. The men are well 
clothed and provided witli necessaries, and I trust will be regularly 
supplied by the means of the officers that are permitted to remain 
with them. The treatment, in general, that we have received 
from the enemy since our surrender has been perfectly good and 
proper, but the kindness and attention that has been shown to us 
by the French officers in particular^ — ^their delicate sensibility of 
our situation — their generous and pressing offer of money, both 
public and private, to any amount — ^has really gone beyond what T 
can possibly describe, and will, I hope, make an impression on the 
breast of every British officer, whenever the fortune of war should 
put any of them into our power. 

Although the event has been so unfortunate, the patience of 
the soldiers in bearing the greatest fatigues, and their firmness and 
intrei^idity under a persevering fire of shot and shells that, I believe, 
has not often been exceeded, deserved the highest admiration and 
praise. A successful defence, however, in our situation was, per- 
haps, impossible, for the place could only bo reckoned an intrenched 
camp, subject in most places to enfilade, and the ground in general 
so disadvantageous that nothing but the necessity of fortifying it as 
a post to protect the navy, could have induced any person to erect 
works upon it Our force diminished daily by sickness and other 
losses, and was reduced, when we offered to capitulate, on this side 
to little more than 3200 rank and file fit for duty, including officers, 
servants, and artificers ; and at Gloucester about 600, including 
cavahy. The enemy’s army consisted of upwards of 8000 French, 
nearly as many continentals, and 5000 militia. They brought an 
immense train of heavy artillery, most amply furnished with ammu- 
nition, and perfectly well manned. 

i The constant and universal cheerfulness and spirit of the officers 
&'<^)l|:';liardships and danger deserve my warmest acknowledgments ; 
alii ,liaveil>een particularly indebted to Brigadier-General OTlara 
'artdv’te ^L^ui-Oolonel Abercrombie, the former commanding on the 
light'' latter on ;the left, for their attention and exertion on 
oterf -oe^sibhi':' detachmtot of the 23rd Eogiment and of 
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marines in tire redoubt on the right, commanded by Captain 
Aptliorpe, and the subsequent detachments, commanded by Licut.- 
Colonel Johnson, deserve particular commendation. Captain Eoeh- 
fort, who commanded the artillery, and, indeed, every officer and 
soldier of that distinguished corps, ami Lieutenant Sutherland, the 
commanding engineer, have merited in every respect my highest, 
approbation ; and I cannot sufficiently acknowledge my obligations 
to Captain Symonds, who commanded His Majesty’s ships, and to 
the other officers and seamen of the navy for their active and 
zealous co-operation. 

I transmit returns of our kUkjd and wounded. The loss of sea- 
men and townspeople was likewise considerable. 

I trust that your- Excellency will please to liasten the return of 
the ‘Bonetta’ after landing her passengers, in compliance with the 
article of capitulation. 

Lieut.-Colonel Abercrombie will have the honour to deliver this 
despatch, and is well qualified to explain to your Excellency every 
particular relating to our post and piv'sent situation. 

I have the honour to ho, &e., 

CORNWALTJS. 


Governor NeIjSon to Karr GoRNWAUias. 

My LoEI), Oot. 21, J781. 

I have received your verbal message respecting two citizens 
of this state, the Eov. Mr. William Andrews and the Eev. Mr. 
Harrison, who joined the British army after its arrival hero, and 
who are now delivered up into the hands of the civil power. The 
laws of this country have fixed the mode of proceeding against 
persons guilty of such conduci^ and wo are ignorant of any power 
which has a right to supersede tlieir force. By tliose laws, ensftted 
by their own representatives, they 'shall be fairly and impartially 
tried, and they must abide their sentence. 

I am informed that Lieut-Cblonel Simcoe has reftised to deliver 
up a certain Christopher Eobinson, who now bears a commission in 
bis corps, but who deserted from the actual service of the state. 
The articles of capitulation cannot justify this detention, and I 
shall by no means acquiesce in it. It is in^ wish to treat those 
men whom^ the fortune of wm: has put into bur power with that 
civility which their situation, daims, 1^4 , it would give me pain to 
he constrained in any iastahoe to a^ in a dbferent manner. Xour 
Lordship, in, the, case und^if'bonfiid^^riqb, 'has, ,I imagine, the poWer 
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of preventing it, and I flatter myself you will at once see tlxo pro- 
priety of exercising this power. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Thos. Nelson, Junior. 

The Vicomte db Noailles to Earl Cornwallis. 

Au Camp A York, le 27 Oct. 

Le Vicomte de Noailles^ a Thonneur d’envoyer a Milord 
Cornwallis le second volume du dernier ouvrage de M. Guibert.^ 
Ce livre traite des grandes parties de la guerre, et Milord a, 
plus que personne, le droit d’appr4cier son auteur. Le Vicomte de 
Noailles prie My Lord Cornwallis de vouloir bien ne pas le preter : 
I'etat dans lequel est ce livre lui prouvera qu’il ne devoit jamais 
etre confl6 a qui que ce soit. Le Vicomte de Noailles espere que 
My Lord voudra bien recevoir avec bonte Tassurance de son 
respectueux attachement. 


TO Eael Cornwallis. 

Milord, a Ibord de rExp^nment, le 21 Oct. 1781, en rade de York. 

Vous desirez une garde au bord de votre parleraentaire, 
pour empecher les Amdricains d’aller y troubler vos operations. Je 

viens, d’apres votre demande, transmise par M. de / d'ordonner 

une garde de 4 hommes et un caporal pour s’y transmettre, et 
prendre la consigne de Tofficicr qu’il y trouvera de votre part, et 
qui fera connaitre ceux qui doivent aborder ou non. Veuillez bien 
leur faire donner un emplacement pour se coucher ; fay fait pour- 
voir a leur nourriture. 

J^ai nionneux de vous le r^piter, Milord, je seray toujours 
empresse de saisir les occasions oh je pourray vous prouver quV)n 
ne pent ajouter au respect avec lequel j’ay Flionneur d’etre. 

Milord, 

Votre tr^s humble et tr6s obeissant serviteur, 

3 


^ Louis Vaiie, Vicomte de Noailles, son of 
tRe Hardckal de Moucky, b. April 17, 1758, 
d. Jan* 9, ISO^, of wounds received a few 
da^ before in m action with an English ship ; 

_ ,1773, Anne Louise de Noailles, 

' wb. pf LOui^ Rtol, Duo d^Ayen, afterwards 
PicAe'lfealiles, and sister of Madame de la 
• Eayette.; ’i^wugb, Hv de* Noailles was an 
ardent follow^’ of, Mirabean, his wife was 
guillotined, md 'he'Wa| obliged to eniigrate. 


After his return to France he went, in 1803, 
to St. Domingo. 

® Jacques Antoine Hippolite, (Jomte de 
Guibert, a Marechal-do-Camp ; h. Nov. 12 
1743, d. May 6, 1790 ; m. de Cour- 

cellos. Besides his military works, on which 
his reputation is founded, he was the author 
of scveinl plays, 

® The name in each place is illegible* 
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Earl Cornwallis to General Washington. 

Slli, York, Ocfc. 27, 1781. 

Many of our officers having repeated theii- representations 
to me that they apprehend that they lose the benefit of the 
capitulation on that head by signing their paroles in the form pro- 
posed by your commissary of prisonei's, I am under the necessity 
of requesting that you will be pleased to reconsider that subject. 
I think it will appear to your Excellency that if they are to be 
subject to be recalled without substantial and previously specified 
reasons, their situation will be no better than that of officers on 
parole by indulgence from captors to whom they had surrendered 
without making any terms. I take the liberty of enclosing a form 
of parole which we intended to offer, and which I thought would 
have satisfied you as being conformable to the capitulation. But 
I am by no means tenacious of this form, and shall be contented 
if you will be pleased to order to be specified in the paroles the 
reasons consistent with tlie capitulation that will subject officers 
to recall, that their situation may be more precisely defined. 

I have the honour, &c., 

COBHWALUIB. 

General Washington to Earl Cornwallis. 

My BoRI), Camp neiir York, Oct. 27, 1781. 

In answer to your Lordship’s letter of tliis date, I can only 
express my sur|)rise that any of your officers object to a clause 
which is essential to every parole, and repeat that, however im 
clined I am to comply with your Lordship’s wishes, I find myself 
in the impossibility of doing so on the present occasion* 

I request therefore that your Lordship wiU be pleased to com- 
municate my final determination to the gentlemen who have made 
difficulties on the subject, and exhort them to sign the form of 
parole which has already been adopted, if “'they are desirous of 
going to New York and Europe. 

I have the honour to be, &e., 

Geo* Washinotok* 
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Lteut.-Colonkl Laurens* to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Camp before York, Nov. 6, 1781. 

I accompanied General WasMngton on Ms visit of leave, in 
order to have a more particular conversation on the subject which 
your LordsHp did me tlie honour to propose by Major Eosa That 
gentleman will have explained the public reasons tha^t oppose my 
wishes. I am nevertheless inclined to believe that Congress will 
consent to the exchange which we have in view. If your Lordship 
therefore agrees to tahe measures on your part, I will endeavour 
to have an official letter sent into New York previous to your 
departure for Europe. 

I entreat your Lordship to accept my best wishes, and the 
sentiments of respect with which I have the honour to he 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most humble servant, 

John Laurens. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Laurens. 

Sir, New York, Nov. 25, 1781 . 

I am very sorry that I had left York before General Wash- 
ington and yourself did me the honour to call at my quarters. 
I this day received by Lieut.-Colonel Dundas^ your letter. If 
you will procure an official letter to be sent to me saying that I 
am at liberty as soon as Mr. Laurens*'^ is released in exchange for 
me, I will, on my arrival in England, take every measure in my 
power to forward that business. 

I beg you will accept my acknowledgments for your civility 
and attention to me and the other British officers, and believe mo 
to be with great esteem, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Cornwallis. 


* Lieut.-Colonel Jokn Laurens, son of 
Henry Laurens, tbe President of Congress; 
b. 1753, killed in action near Combahee River, 
South Carolina, Atig. 27, 1782 ; m. in London 
about 1775, 

® Li6tit.-Colonol, afterwards Major-'Ceneral 
Thomas Dundas, of Fingask, b. 1750, d. 
June 3, 1794; m. Jan. 9, 1784, Eleanori 
clau. of Alexander, 9tli Earl of Home. M.P* 
for Orkney from Dec. 1770 to July, 1780, 
and from May, 1784, to June, 1790. 

® Henry Eaurais, President of Congresa, 
descended from h family of French refu» 


gees; b. 1723, d. Feb. 17, 1793: m. a 

of Sbippen, Esq., of PhiMelphla, 

a collateral relation of William Shlp|M}n, the 
well-known Jm;obite Mr. Laurens was 

Crtptmxd on board the * Mercury * packet, Sept, 
10, 1780, while on Ms passage to Europe to 
negotiate a treaty with Holland, and was 
committed to the Tower on a charge of high 
treason, Oct. 0, It wns a singular cdiucidcmse 
that ho was tochuically iu tlie oiwtwly of 
Loixi (kunwallis, who w« then C^nsfeible of 
the Tower. 
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Eaul Cornwallis to the Comte ue Hochambeau.^ 
MoKSIEUR, New York, h 25 Nov. 1781 . 

Apr^s uii trajet tres (MsagT^ablo, jo suis arrive ici Ic 19 cle 
ce mois. 

L’Amiral Digby a on la bont3 de promottre cle faire partir le 
^Bonetta/ sans perte de temps, ot d’eiivoyera son bord tons les 
Fran^ais qni sont h present prisonuiers ioi. Tin nombre siiffisant 
de prisonuiers Ainericains soront envoy cs pour le iiavigner, et seront 
cliargds cle vous livrer les autres parlenientaii’es la plntot qn’il 
sera possible : et si ce nombre n’egale pas le nombre des notres qni 
arrivent dans ces parlementaires, TAmiral se tiendra responsable 
de yens rendre compto da roste, A votre satisfaction. Le parlc- 
mentaire nomm6 ‘ le (loclLran ’ fera voile sons pen de jonrs ; cclni 
nomine C’Ancbew ’ n’arriva quo bier, mais, ay ant fait can dangerense- 
mont dans deux places, no pent pas sortir avant d'etre reparc, ct 
nons n’avons pas encore rec;u des nouvelles do colui nomine ^Ic Lord 
Miilgrave.' 

Le Oapitaine Dnndas se (diargo de qnelcjniks PbYmiages et de 
Porter Anglais, cpio jo voiis jirit^ do m(3 faire rbonueiir d'agrder. 

C’ost avec les soiitiinons de la plus vive roi^oiinaissanco, qni no 
seront jamais effaces, quo jo presiiiito a votre Excellonc.e mes trijs 
bumbles remercimons pour toutes vos bontes ot politossee ; il me 
fera le plaisir lo iilus Bonsible da saisir toutes les occasiems qni 
pourront se presenter de inontrcr la considdration et Festimo la 
plus parfaito avec leqnol, &c., Coknwallis, 


Note.— Sir Nathaniel Wraxall, in liis ^ M(imuirsF gives a very grapliic acccmiit 
of his dining with Lord Goorgo Germain, on Sunday, Novomhor 25, where ho says 
lie heard the account of the surrender of Yorktown. Go slaicjs tliat despatches 
from Sir Henry Clinton reached Lmuhm at noon that day, and were ini mediately 
forwarded hy Lord George Germain to the King * that during dinner the King^s 
reply axiivcd, and Lord George then gave the d^patek to Wraxall hi read cut, 
saying, 'I’he army has surrendored, and you may pemse the particulars of the 
capitulation in that paper.”" The dcspatoiii (No. 145, dated London, off Chesa- 
peak, Oct. 29, 1781”) did not reach Loudon till midnight (it Is so marked on the 
hack of the letter), and is to the following effect i—TTiat he, Sir Henry Clinton, 
sailed from Sandy Hook Oct. 19, arrived ‘of Cape Clear October 24, where bo 
heard from some persons who had escaped from Yorktown that on the 17tli Ixxrd 
Cornwallis had proposed to capitulate; and that a# m firing had been siihse* 


^ Jean Bapwste Donahs de Yimeur, nearly the ngf of 100. Kady in tlif fevti- 
Comti^ 4e fiochamh«ii, Commanjetrln^hief luiion.'h® jairediiw Liberal purty, but during 
of .the Fwneh. aiiny, b. Jhly L' 4* ' titi' itelgu of fewer 'he was cbridomaiidi 'lo 
May 10, 1,807';, ra..' 1749,^ arwi mm only »vt4 by the id'l of 

d'Acosta,’ who. 'survived. 'attA^ ' Leh^plem. 
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queixtly heard, lie feared tlie nimotir must be true. To this letter Lord George 
Germain replied as follows : — 

Downing Street, Dec. 3, 1781. 

The mortifying intelligence contained in your ITo. 145 effectually damped 
every hope I had entertained of Lord Cornwallis’s preservation, and of a successful 
and brilliant conclusion of the campaign. I wait with impatience for your next 
despatches, as we have at present no particulars of the unfortunate event but those 
the French have published. As soon as tliey arrive I shall receive his Majesty’s 
commands upon the future measures to he pursued. j 

Geo. Gebmaxn. 

It is therefore quite clear that Wraxall’s statement is incorrect. Probably 
some conversation took place at dinner with reference to a “ Hupplement to the 
French Gazette,” published in France and dated Nov. 20. This did reach Lord 
George in the course of Sunday the 25th, and contained Substance of a Journal 
of the operations of the French corps under the command of the Comte de 
Bochambeau.” 

Lord Cornwallis arrived at New York November 19, and a 
controversy immediately arose between him and Sir Henry Clinton. 
Tliree questions came under discussion: 1st. The policy ‘of the 
march into Virginia ; 2nd. Whether Bir Henry had not ordered 
Lord Cornwallis to fortify some post on the Chesapeak, leaving him 
little or no discretion except as to the selection of the place ; 3rd. 
Wliether the promises of relief held out justified Lord Cornwallis 
in standing a siege. The printed despatches explain Lord Corn- 
wallis’s reasons for considering the invasion of Virginia, the only 
coinse which could be productive of advantage. He was obliged 
to act constantly on his own judgment, as communications with the 
North were extremely precarious ; and when he did receive instruc- 
tions from Sir Henry, they were often not very clear, and sometimes 
very contradictory. 

It is not easy to understand what objections Bir Henry Clinton 
entertained to the march, except his desire to recall a large portion 
of the southern army to the North. Yet at the very time he was 
making requisitions upon Lord Cornwallis for this purpose, and 
condemning the plans he was pursuing, lie detached General 
Arnold, and afterwards General Phillips, to Virginia, to endeavour 
to cripple tlie enemy by lendering their possession of the province 
useless^ and to harass them with demltory incumom ^^ — always a 
feyourite idea of Sir Henry’s. 

, ' :With reference to the occupation of some post on the Chosa- 
'peak^., iiothtng can be more decisive than the despatches of the 
Cbbiin'^iler-in- W ^ who wrote on the 8th of July, and again on 
tlie Althj/fe'/orda:' '#iat sojne position should be selected which 
would ' aferd pfbte#fea';tp; sinpg of the line. In the latter despatch 
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Lord Cornwallis is directed " without loss of time to examine Old 
Point Comfort, and fortify it. But if it should be your Lordship’s 
opinion that Old Point Comfort cannot be held without haying pos- 
session of York, for in this case Gloucester may perhaps be not so 
material, and that the whole cannot be done with less than 7000 
men, you are at full liberty to detain all the troops in the Chesa- 
peak, which I believe will amount to sonaewhat more than that 
number, which very liberal concession will, I am persuaded, con- 
vhice your Ijordship of the high estimation in which I hold a naval 
station in the Chesapeak. . . . Until the season for recom- 

mencing operations in the Clicsapeak shall return, your Lordship, 
or whoever remains in the command there, must, I fear, be content 
with a strict defensive, and I must desire that you Will he pleased 
to consider this as a positive requisition to you, not to detain a 
greater proportion of the troops now with you tlian what may be 
absolutely necessary for dc^feusivo operations, &c., as before men- 
tioned. When, therefore, your Ijordship has finally determined 
xipon the force you think sufiicient for such works as you shall 
erect at Old Point Comfoi’t, and the iiumbiir you judge requisite 
to cover them at Yorktown, you will h(i pleased to send me the 
remainder.” 

This letter was considered by Lord Cornwallis as rendering the 
selection of some post on the Chesapeak imperative ; and it must 
he remarked that when he wrote it, Bir Henry knew that the troops 
destined to take part in the expedition against Philadelphia had 
actually embarked. He auust also have been aware that after the 
detachments he required had sailed for tlie Noith, there would, 
even on his own calculations (and he always persisted in overrating 
the strength of the southern army), remain but a small force avail- 
able for operations in the held, allowing none for garrisons* The 
number would in fact have fallen short of 4000 men. 

Nothing therefore, but some well fortified post> could shelfer 
this weak corps and protect the navy* Lord Cornwallis contwving 
that no choice was left to Mm on this' point, took possession of Yorkr 
town and Gloucester, as they were unanimously pronounced by the 
Engineers and the oiDficera of the, Navy' who were consulted, to be 
the least objectionable places that :oould he sel-ccte4 though even 
they were far from being really eligible* , ' 

■ With reference to^Lhc;relJef,;of -Yorkto’^n, there can be no 
doubt toat Sir Hemy'ftdl^’Mtehde^^^ what he had pr«> 

mised,, and to whomihe'hlatote, of thf - delay should be attributed, it 
is not easy to^say. ' "C)h'the,^th of 8'eptember Lord OornwaUis wai 
assured theileet^ wdbM'saU bn 'the 5th of October, or possibly a, 
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(lay or two later ; and tlio iiitclligonce lie received by Major Oocli- 
rane on the 10th of October, gave him every reason to expect relief 
from day to day ; but the fleet did not in fact quit New York till 
the 19tli (the very day of the capitulation), nor arrive off the mouth 
of the Chesapeak till the 24th. 

Sir Henry Clinton, thinking that some passages in the letter 
giving an account of the capitulation, conveyed the idea that Lord 
Cornwallis had, contrary to his own opinion, fortified the posts of 
York and Gloucester, solely in pursuance of orders from New York— 
and also that ho had, before September 24, received promises of 
j.^lief_OTote on the 30th of November to Lord Cornwallis, 
requesting a more formal avowal of his sentiments upon points 
reflecting so Severely upon Sir Henry’s own conduct.^ ^ In his 
answer to this letter, Lord Cornwallis repeats, that in taking pos- 
session of York and Gloucester, he “thought lie acted in strict 
obedience to orders and that although “no particular engage^ 
ment for the navy had been made before September 24, all Sir 
Henry’s letters held out uniformly such hopes of relief, that he did 
not think it would have been justifiable in him to abandon tJiose 
posts with his numerous sick, artillery, stores, and shipping, or to 
risk an action which in all probability, would, in its consequences, 
have precipitated the loss of them.” 

Various communications passed on this subject at New York, 
followed in England by a war of pamphlets, to which succeeded 
Parliamentary discussions; but nothing was elicited that could 
throw any fresh light upon the controversy. 

Lord Cornwallis sailed from New York in December, in the 
Robuste f but after a few days, the vessel proving not seaworthy, 
was obliged to return to port, and ho then embarked on board a 
merchantoan, and reached England early in Jaxiuary, 1782. 

The smTender of Lord Cornwallis practically ptxt an ond to the 
American war: for though both parties contiixued in arms for 
nearly ,a year and a half longer, no serious encounter took ])lace 
between them* Indeed, after the resignation of Lord North, Mardi 
20, 1782,® the speedy tennination of hostilities was ( 3 onsidered so 

^ Lord Cornwallis and Sir II. Clinton had wallia. 
not acted affdially together for some time. ^ Oonoral Conway’s motion for the rcstora- 
Wfe-lrolO'in his * Journals’ states that Colonel tion of pmee was negatived, Feb. 22, by 194- 
‘ Clinton, t<) 193, hut a similar propositkm was oarrktd, 

Wli'kfciydi' in fegl^nd Hoy. 8, not only Feb. 27, by 234 to 215. A vote of censure 
of thingo in geneml, moved bf lord John (javendish, March 8, 

, Sir H. Clinton was was rejected by 226 to 210, and another, 

gotek''k^'tellfve;|icird' Comwnll^ they were March 15, by Sir John Kous, mot the aamo 
on' 'I# 0* <Jlteten had fate by 280 to 227. But when Lord Surrey 

owned', to, Mm 'icon as iho' campaign renewe<| it on tho 20te, Lord Horth stopped 

was ' over, fee " 'ShouM'' ' toM "'Chnn the debate by amwunuing his resignation. 
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certain^ that a kind of tacit armistice took place, rarely inter- 
rupted, and then only by unimportant sldrmishes. Eodney’s^ 
victory of the 12th of April only accelerated peace, as by saving 
the West Indian Islands from capture, it put an end to the hopes 
the French had fondly entertained, of permanent advantage in 
that quarter. Congress also became alarmed as to their future 
prospects, if the war were to continue, now that England had 
recovered the command at sea. Had the battle occurred earlier, 
many of the misfortunes which befel the British arms might have 
been avoided. The capitulation of Yorktown, for instance, would 
never have taken place, had tlie English fleet not been so inferior 
to the French. 

Sir Homy Clinton did not continue in command long, after the 
siirrender of Yorktown. On ihe 8tli of BTay, h<^ was succeeded by 
Sir G. Caiieton, who remained in tranquil posw^ssion of Now York, 
Charlestown, and some other posts, till the final evacuation oftlui 
country in 1783. 

It does not fall within the scope of this work to take any gene- 
ral retrospect of the war, or to discuss the nuTtn^rons (U'rors curm- 
mitted both in America and at home, especially as liord Cornwallis 
held an independent command only during th(3 years 1780 and 

1781. Enough has already been stated, to show the want of 
energy and entei*prise of most of the English generals. Many 
opportunities undoubtedly occurred, particularly in the earlier years 
of the war, when most effective blows might have been struck ; and 
though the Government at home ought to have sent larg(ir rein- 
forcements, sufficient use was not made of the for£*os actually in 
America. 

Although the Loyalists formed in many provinces a respectable 
minority, and in some were actually the majority, they never reii- 

* Sir George Rodney, Bart., aftt'rwards Lord Northampton’s ftliareescoodin^ 140,000^.! 
K.B., Admiral of the White and Vice-Admiral and Mr. Howe WM seated on petieon. > 
of Kngland, created Lord Rodney Juno 19, Few actions Iwve eter gfYon Nse id more 

1782, h. Feb. 18, 1718, d. May 21, 1792, oontxovewy than Rodwy^^^. The yfetd-ry 'WM 

m. Ist, B'ch. 2, 1753, Jane, dan. of Charles won by Ms bwnking w line, tnt'to whom 
Compton, l&q., and sister of Charles 7th, the Idea of that maaoenyrt li dno has been 
and Spencer Bth, Earls of Northampton j muoh disputed* to toe * Quarterly KeTlew,* 
2nd, 1734, Henrietta, dau. of dohn dies, ' voL 42, this, question is disewed at length. 
Esq. of Lisbon. M.P. for ‘Sklfeato, , iitay, ' toitd Hodney’a 'condnot after the battle has 
1751, to Nor. 1754.*, between Not. 1769'' 'also been sererelj Mamed. . Admiral Corn- 
and June, 1783, for Okehwa|>ton, Fonrynp' Wallis^ Who- there oommanded the*Ci«wla’ 
Horthaxnpton, and Westminster. The 'Oon- great distinction, always sMd that I.ord 

tost for Northampton, 17f8, notice. Eodneri' instead of being rewarded, ought to 

Lord Northampton and Lord Halilhx coalesced have been tried by a eouri-martiai, for if HIr 
to bring in Sir George Rodney and 8ir George' Samnel; Eood had boon allowed to pu»ue 
Osborn, while Lord Spencer supported Mr. , with his squadron, which had been but littlo 
Howe. The 'cwivaes continued , more tbah' nng^d, he, Admiral Cornwallis, ms- con* , ; 
throe years, atid’tht' eketioxr cost 'the throe Tinoed that the weator part of toe , 

parties eonskkra'My more than 820,00011 tot would hate been <»ptamd. 



140 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. IV. 


dered such services to the Crown as, from their numbers, might 
reasonably have been expected. They were in fact cowed by the 
violence and cruelty of the opposite party, and, as it was impossible 
from want of troops to send detachments of sufficient strength 
to protect each body which chose to rise in arms, it repeatedly 
occurred, either that they allowed themselves to be plundered and 
maltreated without a struggle, or that, if they did attempt to resist, 
they were defeated and often murdered in cold blood. Such were 
among the many disadvantages which attended the progress of the 
Koyal arms. The war lasted, reckoning from the first skirmish at 
Concord, nearly nine years. That there were occasions when it 
might have been brought to a successful termination, may be con- 
sidered more than probable ; but it is equally probable that in such 
a case the struggle would before long have been renewed ; for no 
one can imagine that the mighty nation which now possesses so 
large a portion of North America, would have permanently sub- 
mitted to be subject to Great Britain. 
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OHAPTEB V, 


Ilofusal of the Americans to exchange Lord Cornwallis — His offer to resign the 
Oonsiahieship of the Tower — Case of Captain Asgill^ — Pamphlet contro- 
versy with Sir H. Clinton — Modification of Lord Cornwallis’s political 
views — His opinions on the India question — Prospects of an Indian 
appointment — Defeat of the Whig ministry — Lord Cornwallis resigns the 
Tower, 

The qxiestion of his exchange occuf>ied the attention of Lord Corn- 
wallis during the whole of the year 1782, The communications 
already mentioned as having passed between him and Colonel 
Laurens, led him to anticipate an early release from his parolo- 
But for some unassigncd reason, the American CommisBiouers 
refused to allow any exchange fur Lord Cornwallis ; and Sir L. 
Clinton, February 11, informed General Washington that he had 
inconsequence given orders reserve his lordsliip's value from 
the highest in rank of the American officers uiiexchanged, and 
that tliereupon the American Commissioners had refused to pro- 
ceed further in the exchange,” Washington replied that Ins 
Commissioners would attend on the Ifitli of March at Elimheth- 
towu, "fully authorised to treat of the exchange of Lord Cornwallis 
and the Honourable Mr. Laurens;” but he adds, "lappi^ehend 
Lord Cornwallis misunderstood Colonel Laurens in the conversa- 
tion they had upon that matter in Virginia. I could never have 
given an assurance that his Lordship should be exchanged for Mr. 
Laurens, the father of the Colonel, as I had no authority to make 
any such stipulation ” The proposed meeting was, however, 
poned, and nothing was definitely settled in regard to Lord 
Cornwallis, Early in May Mr. Laurens w^s releiBed without any 
formal conditions, but with' a distinct’ understanding' that the 
desired exchange would be at once, effected;* His own feelings on 
this subject are expressed in a letter written' from Ostend, May 
17, to Dr. Franklin at Farik "I wish it (Franklin’s answer) 
may prove satisfactory, to Ms Lordship, by enabling me, with your 
consent and coneurreace^'te 'cpicel a - debt which does not sit easy 
upon ^ me, and wMch* dirnnot with honour to our country remain 
unpaid. I' think' we' sliall .not — ^it'is impossible wo should-r-ineur 
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displeasure by doing an act of common justice, and our authority 
may be fairly implied.” Franklin evaded any distinct reply, and 
in conseq[uence Major Eoss was sent to Paris on a Hnd of semi- 
official mission, to settle the exchange. The discussions which 
took place there, must have been either private or verbal, as, 
notwithstanding a most careful search, no traces of them can be 
found in the archives of any of the public offices in France. 
Through Mr. Oswald^ Major Eoss communicated, about June 5, 
with Dr. Franklin, who acted in the same dilatory and unsatis- 
factory manner as he had done before. In spite of the r^pi^esenta- 
tions of Mr. Laurens, and the strong opinion of M. de la Fayette, 
who urged the propriety of an immediate release, he would sign no 
paper which did not leave Lord Cornwallis’s fate to the ultimate 
decision of Congress. Major Eoss refused at first to accept such an 
ungracious offer, but the next day was persuaded by Mr. Oswald to 
alter his determiTiation. 

A letter dated August 4, from Lord Cornwallis to Sir Guy 
Carleton in America, explains how the matter then stood. Fresh 
difficulties and delays arose, and Franklin, although assured by 
M. de la Fayette that the request was perfectly fair, and always 
granted, refused to release the three aides-de-camp of Lord Corn- 
wallis — ^Lord Chewton,^ Major Eoss, and Lieutenant Haldane. 
Congress, availing themselves, as Franklin probably expected, of 
Ms reservation, and ignoring the release of Lanrens, of which 
they mmt have previously heard, actually (by a letter dated 
July 30, from General Washington) ordered Lord Cornwallis to 
return to America according to his parole. Such a proceeding 
was too unjustifiable to be persevered in, and the demand was 
not enforced. The negotiations, however, dragged on in the most 
unsatisfactory manner to the end of the year, and probably were 
only brought to a close by the signing 'of preliminaries of Peace 
January 20, 1783, when all prisoners were released on both sides. 
It is certain at least, that early in that month Lord Cornwallis 
stiU considered himself a prisoner on parole, as it will be seen that 
he wished Major Eoss to proceed to Paris a second time with 
reference to this question. It is difficult to understand the reason 

* aicliard Oswald of Auchencruive, b. 2 <]} gorge, Lord Cbewton, afW-wards (Kov. 
1705, d. Not. 6 , 1784; m. Mary, dan, of 6, 1784) 4th Earl of Waldegrave, a Lieut- 
-T-^tom$ay, Esq. ; she Ib celebrated by Burns General, and Colonel 63rd Uegt, ; b. Nov, 
ItkiWoi' bis 'songs. He was a merchant ia 22, 1751, d. Oct. 17, 1788 ; m. May 6, 1782, 
'arid bad been bail for Laurens to the Elizabeth Laura, dau. of James 2nd Karl of 
,of' ;30,OOOL The two secretaries of Waldegrave. Vice-Cbamberlmn to the King 
Mr. Eo«, employed from May, 1782, till, on the death of his 
sejwath „ plenipqt^%H®s— Lord Shelburne, father, he succeeded him as Master of the 
Mr.' Oswald;* aad' Mr; 'Fox, Mr. Thomas Horse to the Queen. M.P. for Ncweastle- 
Gi'enTiile. , ^ .4'' ■ under-Line ft’om Nov. 1774 to July, 1780. 
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of all tlicso Riiljlcrliiges and delays, Tire war was praotieally at an 
end, and it was well known tiiat even if lie had been at liberty, Lord 
Clornwallis had no intention of returning to Araoriea. Wliotlier 
the Americans were actuated by petty spite, or a desire to revenge 
themselves upon the most active general who had been opposeil to 
them, or whether they were swayed by some unknown political 
reasons, it is of course impossible to say. 

Pending these negotiations. Lord Cornwallis felt very great 
difficulty in accepting the office of Goveiiior-Gencral of India, 
tendered to him by Lord Shelburne. lie vns even reluctant, 
while on parole, to appear in the House of Lords, and it was not 
till Juno 21, some time after the release of Laurens, tliat he took 
his seat. 


Eaul Counwallis to the Kino. 

[From a Draft in Lord Cornwallis’s writiiic:.] 

HfU, London, March 19, 1782. 

As I have the presumption to believe that your Majesty has 
confidence in my professions of aversion to faction, and of unalter- 
able attachment to your person, and zeal for your service, 1 
venture, without apprehending any unfavourable construction, to 
rc^rpiGst that your Majesty will dispose of the officti of Constable of 
the Tower, ^ either now or on any future occasion, if it can contri- 
bute to the convenience of your aiTangemonta 

My unwearied endeavours to serve your Majesty and my 
country, may perhaps induce your Majesty, with your usual kind- 
ness to me, to consider favourably my pretensions in the liiui of my 
profession, when a proper oppoxdunity offers, which 1 should prefer, 
as depending more immediately on your Majesty, to liolding an 
office wMch is generally looked upon as a civil employment 

I am, with the utmost respect, &o., 

.. ' OOIWWATAIS. 


Tifs Kmo ro EAEn Coehwalws- 

[Holograph.] 

Qaeea*$ Ho«se, March 28, 1782. 

My Lobb, The whole tenor of your ' conduct has so manifestly 
shown, that Attachment to My Person, to Your Country, and to 
the Military Profession are the motives of Your Actions, that I am 
ceitain no fresli proof is necessary to the World for justice to bo 

^ Lord Cornwallis had been Constahle pf tha To war sine© Deo. 8, 1770. 
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doiie You oil that head. I therefore must desire You not, from a 
false delicacy, to think of resigning the Office of Constable of the 
Tower of London. 

Had not a multiplicity of business prevented Me, Your hand- 
some offer should not have remained so many days unnoticed. 

G-eorge E. 

Earl Corn-wallis to the Earl of Shelburne. 

My dear Lord, Fuday Mormng, May 31, 1782. 

Eoss is just going, I am not sure whether any passport is 
necessary. If you know the direction to Laurens or Oswald, it 
may save him from making inquiries which may excite curiosity. 
Excuse my giving you this trouble. 

Yours most faithfully, 

Cornwallis. 

The following letter refers to the case of Captain Asgilld wlu(*li 
made a deep impression at the time. A man of the name of 
Hucldy, commanding an irregular corps of Eelxds, (*alled Eogu- 
lators, had been guilty of many atrocious murders. In one instance 
he had put to death, under circumstances of peculiar barbarity, a 
man of the name of WJiite, belonging to a Loyalist corps. Huddy 
was subsequently made prisoner and brought to New York, whore 
a Board sat (of which William Franklin ^ was the Presideut),imder 
whom the Loyalist corps acted. By order of this Board, Huddy 
was taken to the beach, and, without any formal trial, hanged 
within sight of the American camp, April 15, 1782. A Captain 
Lippencot happened to have the immediate direction of the exe- 
cution, and Washington therefore insisted that ho should bo given 
up. The demand was, of course, refused, but he was assurc^d that 
Lippencot should be tried by a court-martial. This was done, but 
he was acquitted on the ground that lie aettod under the orders of 
a duly authorized body. Washington determined to av(mge Huddy, 
by making all the captains who had been captured at Yorktown 
draw lots to decide which should suffer death. The lot fell on 

^ afterwards (tenoral Sir Charles twice married— -1st to a West Mian, and 

AMI, earl, Colonel nth Kegi, I b. April 7, 2nd to an Irish, My. His son publLhrf 
lS28'j m. Aug. 28, 1790, Dr. Franklin’s Life and CorrM|)Ondtfttce. He 
of Admiral Sir CMoner was the last Loyalist Governor of How 
to 'the Duke of York Jersey. Ho settled in Knghmd, whew he 
tlrfto I7'62/I0'&» 'death. ' , obtained a pension of 8'OOL besides IBOOl 

^ mMlh, m toa'pf pr. mtk- p«ld as ooiHppttsatton for his losw. 

lin,' b.' 1731, H« ww ^ 
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Captain Asgill, who was put under close arrest May 18. Tlie 
English Goy eminent, having vainly protested against an act of such 
gross injustice and inhumanity, signified their intention of making 
reprisals, by executing a large number of American prisoners. 
Fortunately the Comte de Vergennes^ was able to interpose, Lady 
Asgiir^ having written to him for his good offices, and he prevailed 
upon Washington to abandon liis intention. This was the most 
unjustifiable act committed by Washington, with the exception of 
Major Andre’s execution. 

Earl Cornwallis to MAJOit Ross. 

Dear Boss, Culfonl, WednesJa 7 , July, 1782. 

1 have had a most affecting letter from Lady Asgill. I 
wish you would be kind enough to go to her. 1 liave endeavom-ed 
to explain to her how impossible it is for me to be of any use, yet 
perhaps she is not satisfied. I am in great haste. 

Yours, &c., 

CORRWALLIS, 

I think Robertson’s letter mentions that the court-martial is 
again going on, which cirewmstance must afford her some con- 
solation. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Thomas Townshknb, 

Dear Thomas, Lambeth, Aug, i, i782. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will be kind enough 
to forward the enclosed letter to the Baron de Viomenil ® at Paris. 

Ton mentioned to me on Tuesday Harry’s ^ coming home. I 
have since heard that he had his old complaint on his breast last 
spring. I should, therefore, in the present posture of affairs, be 
clearly of opinion for his coming home immediately. 

Yours ever, &e., 

CbKNWALLm 

1 Charles Gravier, Comte de Vergetmes, b. de Vergemaes will be found hi the AnraaJ 
Dec. 28, 1717, d. Feb. 12, 1787 ; m. 1768, Eedster for 1781 

the widow of a surgeon at Fera, named » Charles Joseph Hyaointhe de Houx, 
Testa. He wjis employed for 24 years in di- Marquis de Viomenil, made Mare^^hal do 
plomatic missions. In July, 1774, he was France Jul}^ 2, 1816 ; b. Aug. 22, 17S4, d. 
made Minister of Foreign Affairs, and in 1783 March 5, 1827 j m, April 28,1772, Anne 
President du Oonseil des Finances, which Marguerite, dau* of Jacques David Seigneur do 
office he retained till his death. Vat^en et Courcelies. He had been second 

2 Theresa, dau. of Daniel Prat veil. Esq., m. in command in America to the Count de 
Dec* 12, 1755, Sir Charles Asgill, Bart., a Bochambeau. 

banker and alderman of London j d. June 6, ' ^ Hon, Henry Brodrick. 

1816. Her very pathetic letter to the Comte 

vom I. 
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Eael Coenwallis to Sm Guy Carleton. 

Dear Sir, Cuiford, ing. 4 , 1782. 

Lady Asgill, whose situation has been very distressing, is 
very anxious to have the enclosed letter transmitted to General 
Washington. I think I convinced her that it was impossible that 
the letter could arrive in America time enough to be of any use ; 
but yet she was unwilling to give up sending it. I have therefore 
taken the liberty of enclosing it to your Excellency, that you may 
determine whether it ought to he sent to General Washington, if, 
contrary to all probability, you should receive it before that unfor- 
tunate transaction is finally settled. 

I mentioned in a former letter how my exchange was circum- 
stanced ; but lest that packet should have miscarried, I will agaiix 
trouble you with a repetition of it. 

Mr. Laurens, on obtaining his liberty, engaged to procnro mo a 
release from my parole ; and as Dr. Franklin had been employed 
by Congress to offer Lieui-General Buigoyne in exchange for him, 
and as that General had already been exchanged in America, he 
requested the Doctor to give me an immediate rcdeaso, that I might 
not be under the necessity of waiting for an answer from America. 
The Doctor said that he had no authority from Congress to propose 
any person in exchange for Mr. Laurens but General Burgoyne ; 
but that, as he was of opinion that in justice and equity I ought to 
be released, and that it was for the honour of his country that it 
should be so, he would take it upon himself to do it ; but he still 
seemed to entertain some doubts whether the Congress would confirm 
it. He likewise concuiTed with the Marquis de Lafayette in giving 
their liberty to my aides-de-camp, Lord Chewton, Major Boss, and 
Lieutenant Haldane, who are still, however, to be exchanged 
whenever a cartel shall take place, as a civility of nearly a similar 
nature was done to General Lincoln. 

I shall take it as the greatest favour if you will give every 
assistance in your power for the final settleiiiont of this businesB. 
I most heartily beg pardon for giving you so much trouble) about 
my afiairs, and can oiJy assure you, that if it ever should be in my 
power to obey any commands of yours, it will give mo the gireatest 
to do it. I honour, &c., 

CoitNWALIilS. 
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GEiiTEEAL Washington to Sie Guy Caeleton. 

SiR; Ilead-quariers, July TJO, 1782. 

In pursuance of Act of Oongress, directing me to remand 
immediately Lieut.-General Earl Cornwallis to tlie United Htates, 
unless the Honourable Henry Laurens, Esq., be forthwith released 
from his captivity, and furnished with passports to any part of 
Europe or America, at his option, or be admitted to a general 
parole,’’ I have to request your Excellency that orders for this pur- 
pose may be communicated to Lieut.-General Earl Cornwallis by 
the first conveyance, informing him that as this order is strictly 
conformable to the tenor of his parole, I have the fullest expecta- 
tion of his immediate return to the United States, unless the con- 
ditions mentioned in the Act of Congress are comj>lied with. 

I have the honour, c^c., 

Geo. Washikoton. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Boss. 

My dear EoSB, Bromo, Sept. 25, 1782. 

The paragraph in the OommiHsioDors’ ^ letter alarmed me 
very much ; hut I am. nnK*,h relieved by a note which I received 
this afternoon from Sir G, Oarleton, enclosing a copy of a letter 
from Washington, which I transmit to you, and to which that 
paragraph is a bad and injudicious answer. The Commissioners 
were only authorised to say, that Mr. Laurens thought that in 
justice I ouglit to be freed from my parole, and that ho would 
accept his liberty on no other condition. I do not, however, think 
that Washington or Congress will give any determined negative, 
until they hear from Laurens or Dr. Franklin, and their demand of 
me for Laurens appears to me rather a fortunate oiroumstanee# 

1 am, 

Extract of a Letter from Bm Gxrt CARLEtoN'iJm'' Bear-Admual 
Bigbt to General Washing toisr, dated^ Aug. 2, '1782. 

With respect to Mr. Laurens we, are' to' aoquain't yon, that 
he has' been enlarged, from all engagern'entsy without: any condition 
whatever. After which, he declared 'of his ■ own accord, that he 
considered Lord CemwaUis m freed, from , his parole. Upon this 
point we 'Are to, desire sentiments, or those of 
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Sir Guy Caeletoi^ to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, New York, Oct. 27, 1782. 

I have received yonr Lordship’s letters, dated 4th and 6th 
of Angnst. Captain Asgill, I am to acquaint yonr Lordship, I have 
considered for a long time past as out of any danger. 

What more immediately concerns yonr Lordship has already 
engaged my very earnest attention. I wrote to yonr Lordship by 
the -Roebuck’ packet, a duplicate of which has been transmitted by 
the 'Southampton’ frigate, in which I enclosed the extract of a letter 
from Admiral Digby and myself to General Washington on the 
subject of your exchange, but to this point of our letter I have not 
received any answer. I have since written to Lord Shelburne, 
acquainting him of the further measures I have taken to obtain a 
declaration of your exchange, either from General Washington or 
Congress, with which you have doubtless been made acquainted. A 
duplicate of that letter will be sent to his Lordship by the present 
conveyance. But I am to inform your Lordship that I yet remain 
without receiving any express declaration of your exchange. Instead 
of that humane attention to the rights of individuals which pre- 
vails in Europe, they seem to practise in tliis country a studied 

I am, &c., 

Guy Oaeleton. 

Substance of a Conversation that passed between General Knox^ and 
Mr. Elliot,® at Tappan, the 26th of September last, 1 782. 

Mr. Elliot observed to General Knox, that Lord Cornwallis was 
so generally esteemed within the British lines, that his Lordship’s 
exchange was an event in which all ranks were interested ; Mr. 
Elliot also mentioned that he made no doubt but that General 
Knox Imew that Sir Guy Oarleton had wrote to General Wasliington 
on this subject. 

General Knox, with his usual and natural frankness, immedi- 
ately told Mr. Elliot that he perfectly understood him, but at tho 
same time assured him, that it was not in his power to give him 
any information on tho subject of Lord Cornwallis’s exchange, but 
that 'he would. give Mr. Elliot Ms opinion, which was, that there 
tbhid be no doubt from Ms Lordship’s letter, of his exchange; 

. L. July 25, 1750, d. Oct, York, whm he Lad Leetii for maoy yean coh 

made LIm Secretary- lector of customs. TliougL wuTenally re- 
at-W,ar L^Ore Om war ended,; and Le spected by both parties, alf Lis property wm 
held tbe' office for IX yeare. ’ , ' - , ^ coofisoat^ and lie was obliged to come to 

» imdrew ElMob'Weut.-OoTeniiinrof New ' Eiigtod* 
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blit that be did not believe that even at this present time, either 
General Washington or the Congress had received any other in- 
formation of snch exchange having taken place, but wliat Sir 
Guy Caiieton had transmitted to General Washington, which was 
most likely to be the reason of Sir Guy Carleton’s letter not being 
answered. 


Earl Cornwallis to Major Ross. 

Dear Boss, cuifoni, Dec. 23, 1782. 

I enclose to you under a flying seal letters to Lafayette an<l 
Laurens, which I wish .you to show to Mr. Townshend if you ap- 
prove of them. The letter to Lafayette has cost me a great deal 
of trouble, and I am not sure, after all, that it is worth sending ; 
if there are any mistakes in the French, })ray alter tliem. If 
Franklin and Laurens have received any answer or instructions 
from Congress, they will of course give a positive answer ; but as 1 
suspect that no answer has been received by them, I lear my 
wretched state of uncertaiuty must continue. Laurtuis so posi- 
tively declared to me that he would not eousider himself as a free 
man unless I was set at liberty, that I think might b(i worked 
upon to insist on some strong declaration ; but it is bo difficult to 
state this in a letter without danger of giving offence, that I was 
afraid to express myself more fully. I wish you would consult Mr. 
T. or Lord Shelburne, or both of them, on the propriety of your 
making another trip to Paris ; * they are both much interested 
in this business, the latter very much on his own account. I am 
sure if yon thought it could be useful you would not grudge the 
trouble. I own I can see no good purpose it can answer except by 
pressing Laurens, who is now acting in a public character and 
declaring himself, as Mr. T. told mo, exchanged for me. I am 
perfectly clear that he told mo that he would not accept of his 
liberty without exchange, and that either I should be firee, or 
should not be so. It is needless to say more to you on the sufeject. 
You will have no difficulty in seeing Lord 8. and Mr. T. You 
can state the declarations of 'Laurens, bn vj^hich, alone I think 
any chance of success from, your going would If you 

wish to hear again from me, 'or to, ,me' before you proposed 
going, there would still he time enou^ before the meeting of Par- 
liament But I think: you ^ 'dm judge as well as myself, unless you 
have objections which . 1 hav^b n<>t ' thought of. 1 understand that 
the 45th' regiment is' going to be stationed at Jamaica, so that if all 

, ' ‘1 not go a moM time to 
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toy plans were demolished, you might follow by the first packet ; 
but I think it perfectly clear that if my exchange is set aside, 
yours will be so too. I know your attachment to me too well, my 
dear Eoss, to make any apology for what I have said, and beg if 
anything should strike you as proper to#be done, you will not hesi- 
tate to act from your own judgment Yours, &c., 

COKFW ALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Major Ross. 

Dear Eoss, Culfonl, Monday morning [probably Dec, 1782], 

I am quite overcome by this business, and really am not 
sanguine enough to see any hope. Your letters came so late that 
I had not time to write to the Marquis de Lafayette and Mr. 
Laurens, but I will do it this day. I should not, however, conceive 
that the Marquis could be of any service. At all events, the 
business must be decided before Parliament meets. I never could 
suffer myself to he publicly named for the command in India ^ 
without a security from Franklin that I shall not be counter- 
manded. I suspect that Franklin has not sent a copy of the paper 
to America, and that awkward letter of Caiioton’s and Digby’s 
was not calculated to forward the business. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

I should not think Chewton, Haldane, and yourself, more at 
liberty than I am. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Ross, 

Dear Eoss, Cuifbrd, Deo, 25, i782. 

Your letters of the 22nd and 23rd, which, by a provoking 
mistake of the post-oiBce, I did not receive till after the post wont 
out tliis morning, gave me great satisfactiom At the same time I 
received the enclosed letter from Laurens,® which is rather obsimrc^, 
but still, I think, implies my being exchanged ; at least it is evident 
that neither himself or Franklin have received any disavowal from 
Congress. I should wish the opinion of Mr. Townshond, and, if he 
.thinks necessary, of Lord Shelburne, upon ii I do not recollect 
^ e*aet words of the Commissioner’s letter winch makes Mm so 
fhere is undoubtedly a copy of it in Mr. Townsltend’s 
pffiOey'L'IMrJfc; it /represented Laurens having declared me free of 
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his own anthority. Lest you should have taken a hasty trip to 
Paris, I enclose this to iny brother J ames,^ that in your absence he 
may communicate Laurens’ letter to Mr. Townsliend. 

Youi’S, &c., 

COEHWALLIS, 


Eakl Cornwallis to Major Ross. 

Dear Boss, Cuiford, Jan. 15, i783. 

I received Sir H.’s ^ narrative last night, and have read it in 
a cursory manner. It is a bad performance, and I think not likely 
to do the cause much good with people of judgment, yet I think it 
may be necessary to take some notice of it, as he so often arraigns 
my march into Virginia, as a measure undertaken without waiting 
for Ms consent. The manner in wliich the Paiiiamentaxy registers 
are published, does not bring the correspondence sufficiently before 
the public eye, I therefore at present think that your idea is a good 
one. I will, however, consider the matter, and talk it over when 
we meet. I shall dine at Philhpson’s on Pxiday ; he desires you 
will meet me. If you can dine there I will call on you, as the 
General is to send his coach for me and the children to Mansfield 
Street. I am very glad that my brother^ has got the "'Ganges/ 

Yours, &c., 

COBNWALLIlS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Libut.-Golonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Friday, Ang. 1783. 

I most heartily wish you joy. You know too well how much 
I was interested in the event ^ to doubt the pleasure it gives me. 
I had a letter from Fawcett to notify your appointment with the 
rank. Brome is vastly well ; we shall be in town on Sunday. 

Yours, &c,, 

OoR¥WAnnis. 

I will go to court with you on Wednesday, 


^ IIoB. and Key. James Cornwallis, Bishop 
of Lichfield and CoTentry, to which see he 
was nominated July 14, 1731 ; Tb. Feh. 25, 
1743, cL Jan. 2U, 1824 ; m. April 30, 1771, 
Catherine, dau. and ultimately co-heir of 
CalfriiluB Mann, Esq. At the dcaUr of the 
2nci and last Marquis Cornwallis, Aug, 16, 
1823, he became 4th Earl. 

Sir Henry Clinton published a pamphlet 
on the campaigns of 1780 and 1781 in 
America; l^ord Cornwallis wrote a reply, 
whidh drew forth a rejoinder. 

® Captain the Hon. William Cornwallis. 


* The appointment of Deputy Adjutant- 
Oemrtal in Scotland, with the ranh of Lieut.- 
Colonel. 

^ Lieut.^General, afterwards General the 

S hi Hon. S;ir William Fawcett, K.B., d. 

, 22, 1804; m. twice, 1st, in very early 
life; 211^, Oct. 22, 1786, Charlotte, widow 
of the kev. George Stinton, Chancellor of 
Lincoln. Governor of Chelsea Hospital |, 
Colonel 3rd Dragoon Guards, and for mmiy 
years Adjutant-ueneral. lie had been Ai4^ 
de-camp to Lord Granby in Germany. 
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Majoe-Gtenekal Grenville^ to Earl Cornwallis. 

My bear Lord, Hanover, Aug. 22 , 1783 , 

I return yonr Lordship many thanks for the favour of your 
last letter of July 25, which came enclosed in one from General 
Fawcett, and am extremely rejoiced to find that your Lordship has 
heard so good an account of us here. In regard to what your 
Lordship touches upon in the latter part of your letter, concerning 
the choice of proper persons in the military line to be placed about 
his Eoyal Highness’s person, your Lordship does me great justice 
in believing that I am incapahle of lending myself to anything like 
a jobbing application. Should I ever be consulted upon this busi- 
ness, there is no one’s advice that I would sooner follow than your 
Lordship’s ; and to convince you that I act with I 

have already taken an opportunity to prepossess H. K. H. in favour 
of Colonel Brodrick by adding my mite to your Lordship’s recom- 
mendation, in giving him that character which I really believe 
he deserves, and it is with infinite pleasure that I find myself 
authorized by H. K. H. to assure your Jjordship that in this, as in 
all other instances, any recommendation coming from your Lord- 
ship will ever have the greatest weight with Mm, and that he shall 
be extremely happy at all times to take your Lordship’s advice, 
having the highest opinion of your Lordship’s worth and integrity, 
both as a man and as an officer. 

We have had the satisfaction of attending the Prussian reviews 
this spring at Potsdam, Berlin, and Magdehurgh, which were very 
instructive and highly interesting to a military man. We had like- 
wise proposed being present at the Imperial reviews this autumn, 
but the affairs of Osnahruck (it being the year of H. R. 11. taking 
possession of the government of tMs bishoprick into his own hands) 
requiring Ins presence there about the middle of next nujnth, wo 
have been obliged to postpone this expedition to another year. I 
fiatter myself, however, that we shall have that satisfaction before 
we quit the Continent 

1 shall not trouble your Lordship with any politics, as I believe 
neither year Lordship nor myself meddle much in that business. 


; ^ afterwardw lii- 

BiwEkj, Colonel 2Srd Regiment j b. 

1, l!?#, d. April 22, I82d, ■unmar- 
rM. vSk'liilber, ditmw Grenville, next 
'Hon. George Grenville, 
mi General #lder brotbm', James, 

was ordated Oot ^20, 17 $ 1 » 

Genet al GropVllle*!' Lord 
Cornwallis wbon tbef 'were boib iMw- 


de-camp to Lord Granby, and continued un- 
broken during tbeir joint llvw* He was 
placed about the Duke of York to accompmiy 
him to Germany, and continued at the head 
of his household for many years, and was also 
for a length oi' time Kqnewry and Groom to 
George HI. ' M.F. for Buckingham town 
from Hov. 1774 to July, 170J. 

® Sin in orig* 
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I Lope, however, things will soon mend for the better, as it appears 
to me that there is great room for amendment. 

I am not in the least astonished at yonr Lordship’s partiality 
for our new married cousin, Lady Chatham,^ as by all accounts she 
is a most amiable woman in every respect. I wish them most 
sincerely all possible happiness, and feel, with the rest of my 
family, the greatest satisfaction at this new contracted alliance. 

I am, &c., 

K . Gkenville. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Boss. 

Dear Loss, Brome, Sept. 5 , 1783. 

Notwithstanding the shooting, I have read the Traite do la 
Colonne ^ with great attention, and have been much amused by it. 
The column is certainly a much better order than tlio plialanx, and 
the advantages derived from it in the actions of Leuctra and Man- 
tinea are stated with clearness and ingenuity. I likewise grant it 
to have been far superior to the great squares formed by the 
Imperialists at Lutzen, but yet I cannot be quite so great an 
enthusiast for it as the Chevalier. 

I have received a letter from Grenville ; he has been very kind 
indeed about Brodrick, and sends me a civil message from the 
Prince, in regard to myself and Brodrick, so that I believe that 
plan will succeed. I have recommended a little reading to 
Brodrick. GrenviUe does not say a word about coming home, 
but talks of going next year to the Austrian reviews. We do not 
expect to hear from you till that momentous business of the 
monthly returns is got over. Brome gets flesh and strength, but 
he has still that little short cough ; I cannot, however, think it of 
any consequence. He will return to Eton the week after next, and at 
that time I shall deliver Mary over to Mrs. Cornwallis ® at Honing-* 
ham,^ with whom she will go to town. I often turn over politics 
in my mind. Whether I should or should not resign the office of 
Constable of the Tower at the meeting of Parliament is the question ; 

I at present incline to do it. Being turned out is unpleasant, and 

^ Mary Elizabeth, tlau. of Thomas Isfc Vis- ^ Carobne, widow of tho Hon. Tredorick 
count Sydney, b. Sept, 2, 1762, d. May 20, Ooridwallis, Archbishop of Canterbury (uncle 
1821 ; m. July 10, 1783, John 2Kid Earl of of ford Cornwallis), and dau. of the Hun, 
Chatham, Lord Coniwallxs was first cousin William Townsbend, 3r<I son of Charles 2nd 
toLoid Sydney, and CoMral Grenyjlle tot Viscount Townshend ; b. July 14, 1727, d, 

8, 1759. Bbc was 

^ The “ Traite do Ja Colonne is a disser- sister of Charles Ist Lord Bayning. 
tation by the Cbevalier Folard, in his French ^ Honingham, near Korwich, the seat of 
triwiblation of Polybius, Lord Bayning. i 
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I am not quite clear that it is fair to force Ministers to that measure ; 
but I have time to deliberate. I am quite sure that handsome 
dealing is not only more satisfactory to oneself, but that it is, even 
in the worldly consideration, the best policy. I enclose a letter to 
Grisdale.^ If he has already passed by Edinburgh, you will pro- 
bahly know enough of his plans to be able to convey it to him. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Lord Cornwallis’s political opinions had undergone considerable 
modification since ho first took Ms seat in the House of Lords. 
Lord Shelburne had before this time ceased to be in power ; and 
Lord Cornwallis being still much attached to him, was not inclined 
to support the new Administration. Most of his near connexions 
also were in opposition, and he foresaw that the time must come 
(as it actually did a few weeks later) when he would be compelled 
to take a decisive part. These circumstances made Mm unwilling 
to continue Constable of the Tower, which was then considered a 
Civil office, though it was afterwards declared to be a Military 
appointment. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, cuiford, oct. 26, 1733. 

. . . I am determined to take no steps in regard to 
politics till the meeting of Parliament, when I may form some 
judgment of what the Ministry and Opposition mean. My par- 
tiality is certainly to the latter, but I must see what lino they take 
before I can form any connexion with them. If they should, like 
former Oppositions, foment a civil war, and endeavour to overturn 
the constitution of this country by adopting the plan of Messrs. 
Richmond,^ Effingham, Wyvill,^ &c. &c., I can have nothing to 
do witli them. My studies have of late been much interrupted by 
my visit to Eton, and my passing a week with Lord Townshend.^ 
I will not, however, be idle tliis winter. 


^ Rev. Benjamin Orisdale, a constant cor- 
respondent of Lord Corawnllis, h . Feb. 15, 
t745, d. June 18, 1828; m. April 11, 1791, 
dau. of William Unwin, Esq. of 
: lord Coniwallis made Elm cbap- 
felA witb whlcb regiment be 

#rvW ' 'He, was raotor of With- 

Tw ,of for man? Tears 

wm a reformer. 

® R«?. 'CllriBloj^tr Tb, Bept. 10, 


1740, d. March 8, 1822 ; m. 1st, Nov. 20, 
1773, Klmheth, dau. of Sir Mannaduke Wj- 

vill, Bart. ; 2nd, Sarnli, dau. of Codling, 

Esq, He was another violent reformer. 
Widpole said of him : He is so stupid, he 
cannot even write English; and the iir«t 
Ifork Association paper, which was written 
b? him, is neither sense nor goimmarj^ 

^ Oeorge, 4th Viscount Townshend, made. 
Marquis Townshend Oct. 0, 1787; a FMd- 
Mardial, and Colonel 2iid Uragoon Onwds ; 
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Brodrick is gone abroad, far from well Dr. Warren ^ was not 
easy about him. He is to go directly to Nice. I wish he had 
gone two months sooner, and that he had followed my advice of 
not bathing in the sea, which I could not conceive to be safe with 
his complaint; bnt he would consult a Brighthelmstone doctor, 
who would have recommended sea-bathing for every illness in 
the world. 

Yon write to me very seldom, and yet I dare say you have 
more leisure than myself — ^not that I have any real business, bnt 
a thousand little plagues: attention to company in tho house, 
letters to Loyalists, and trifles that would look ridiciilons on paper. 
Nothing can give me greater pleasure than hearing from you, and 
seeing your free and familiar sentiments. I trust that we shall not 
be more strangers for being at two hundred miles distance. 

Lord Hinchingbrook,® whom I saw when I was at Eton, told mo 
that the K — said to him that Lord North had asked him whether 
I would go to India. He answered that he supposed I would, if it 
was proposed to me to go, in a proper situation. As, lioweviu, I 
have heard nothing from Lord N., with whom I have such easy 
communication, I conclude that nothing is seriously meant. As 
the time of year for walking on the terrace was over, I could not 
conveniently see H. M. . . . I am, &c., 

COBHWALMS. 


Eakl OoRNWAiiLis TO Lieut.-Colonkl Ross. 

Dear Boss, Mansfield street, Nor, 13, 1788. 

. . . 1 have not yet been in the House, nor have I seen 
one politician. Shelburne does not come up till after Christmaa 


h, Eeb. 28, 1724, d. Sept. 14, 1807; m. Jst, 
Dec. 19, i751, Clmdotte, liSth, Baroness dc 
Ferrars in her own right * 2nd, May 19, 1 770, 
Anne, dan, of Su' William Montgomery, Bat“t. 
Lieui-General of the Ordnance from 17G3 to 
1767; Master-General from Oct. 1772 to 
March, 1782, and again for a short ‘time in 
1783 ; Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland from Oct. 
1767 to Nov. 1772, M.P. for Norfolk from 
Nov. 1754, till he succeeded to the peerage 
March 12, 1764, He was at the battles of 
Dcttingen, Pontenoy, LaiFeldt, and Cnllpden ; 
and, ai’ter the death of Wolfe, and the dan- 
gerous wound of General Monckton, com- 
manded the army before Quebec, 

* Dr. Richard Warren, h, Dec* IS, 17S1, 
d. June 23, 1797 ; m. 1759, Elizabeth, dan. 
of Peter Shaw, Es(|., M,|). He was a warm 
political supporter of the Prince of Wales ; 


an! his professional opinion on the health of 
the King was one of the main cause® whldi 
led tho Whigs in 1788, to the Re- 

gency <ioestion so strenuously, 

^ John, Viscount Hinchingbro’ke, after- 
wards, April 39, 1792, 5th Rarl of Sandwich ; 
b. Jm* 26, 1744, d, June 6, 1814; m. 1st, 
Mai'ch 1, 1766, Elizabeih, only surviving 
child of George 2nd aud last B«d of Halifax ; 
2nd», April 25^ 1772, Mary, dan. of Hariy, 
6th and last Duke of l^olton. Vice-Cham- 
berkih tn the King; Comptroller of the 
Hdusthold and Master of the Buckhemnds in 
succ^ion from Peb. 1771 to Feb. 1806 ; 
Postmaster-General from May, 1807, till hit 
death. M.P. for Brackley from Feb. 176S 
to the dissolution of Hint Pariiainent#' 
tlicn for the county of Huntingdon ill 'St' 
became a peer. 
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Pitt^ made a most sensible speecli, and I tliink proves that he is 
not in such haste to come in as to wish to overset all government^ 
and to finish the ruin of the country, in oi^der to obtain that solo 
object of most patriots. As there is no appearance of any business 
in the House of Lords, I shall return to Culford till after the holi- 
days, when perhaps I shall be able to decide better on my future 
conduct. The communication with a certain personage ^ is a matter 
of some delicacy, and is not easily to be brought about unless some 
favourable opportunity should offer. Fox ^ has given notice that he 
intends to bring in the India business on Tuesday next. Charles 
Townshend ^ asked me to-day if I had heard anything of it. He 
said Montagu^ told him that I was the person intended by the 
Portland party; and added that there could be no doubt of its 
being the wish of 1m friends. I only answered that I knew nothing 
of it, and had long since concluded that all idea of it was at an end. 
I cannot possibly conceive but that if Administration had any 
serious intention of employing me, they would have sounded me 
before the matter was brought into Parliament. If, however, it 
should be any how mentioned, it may give me an opportunity of 
an audience. You may depend on my acting with great caution, 
should the offer be made. I am every day more and more con- 
vinced of the necessity of military reading, and I assure you that 
it is very agreeable to me. j 

Cornwallis. 

Fawcett tells me that Mackay ® is coming up. I will be atten- 
tive to him. 


^ On the address on the meeting of Parlia- 
ment, Nov, 1 1. 

f The King. 

^ Right Hon. C. J. Pox, 2iid son of Henry, 
1st Lord Holland, b. Jan. 13, 1749, d. Sept. 
13, 1806 5 m. Sept, 28, 1795, Mrs. Ai’mstead. 
Although three times Seeretary of State, he 
heH that ofHce for only twenty months alto- 
gether. M.P., before he came of age, for 
Midhnrst from 1768 to 1774; then for 
Malmesbury to 1780; and then for West- 
minster till his death. 

^ Right Hon. Charles Townshend (son of 
William, Srd son of Charles, 2ud Viscount 
Townshend), created Lord Bayning Oct. 26, 
Itw, h. Aug. 20, 1728, d. May 16, 1810; 

1777, Annabdla, dan. of the 
Simyth, M,P* Ibr Ysutnontih, 
M.'.l7^, to May, 1706, 
m 'the.p«rli4mmt'of 1784, When he 
•mk bhe ' 03? -'.Witttyrs/' ' ' /from Sent, 

1751 to l7$6hb pf in 

Spain, whence he 'got .'ite" nami 'of %«m^h 


Charles. Between Aug. 1765 and Jan. 1784 
he held the various offices of Lord of the AcL 
miralty, Lord of the Treasury, Vice-Treasurer 
of Ireland, and Treasurer of the Navy. 

® Right lion, Frederick Montagu, of Pup- 
plewick, in Nottinghamshire, great nephew 
of Edward, 1st Earl of Halifax, b, 1734, 
d. July 30, 1800, unm. A Lord of the 
Treasury from March to July, 1782, and 
from April to Dec. 1783. M.P. for North- 
ampton from May, 1759, to March, 1768; 
and then for Higham Ferrers to 1790. He 
was one of the seven Commissioners named 
in box^s India Bill. 

® Lieut.-Ceneral Hon. Alexander Mackay, 
Colonel 21st Regt. ; Commander-in-Chlef In 
Scotland. 8ou of George, Srd Lord Roay, 
d. May 81, 1789 ; m. Dec. 24, 1770, Mar- 
garet, dan. of 8ir William Carr, Bart., of 
Etftl. M.P. for the eotinty of Sutherland 
from Nov. 1762 to March, 176S, «id then 
R>r the wtliiW boroughs to March, 1773, 



1783. 


EXGLAND. 


157 


EaeL COENWALLIS TO LiETTT.-CoLONEL RoSS. 

DEAK Ross, Culforl, Nov. 21 , 1783. 

I last iiigM received your letter of the 15tli, and most 
heartily congratulate you on the termination of the very disagree- 
able duty at Portpatrick. I have no doubt, however, that your 
chief must have found a great dilfercnce between the method of 
conducting that embarlcation and the former ones. The fame of 
Bruen’s ^ patriotism had reached London before I left it. Grisdale 
and myself arrived here this day, and mean to lead a quiet but not 
an idle life in any sense of the word. 

You will have seen Pox's plan, and probably his very civil ex- 
pression^ in regard to mo; but it is plain that nothing could ever 
have been seriously meant by the questions which I before men- 
tioned. Fox's bill will bo strongly opposed, perhaps more so than 
it deserves; for although I think there are seweral objectionable 
parts, 1 cannot say that the daring attack of the chartered rights has 
much weight with me. 1 think Jenkinson^ hit one principal blot 
which can hardly be got over. iJo supposed tlio Commissioners to 
be appointed for three or hve years, as proposed by Fox, and that 
a change of Administration ensued, what would then be the conse- 
quence ? The directors of Bast India affairs would probably be 
acting in direct opposition to the Government at home. After all, 
it appears to me to be a<lopting a system almost as exceptionable 
as the present, and as likely to be perverted to the most corrupt 
purposes. Wo shall hear much more on this subject before it 
comes into our House, which cannot be till after the holidays. I 
had a great d(3al of conversation with my friend Lord S.^ about my 
situation. * It was partly of that nature as hardly to trust on paper. 
He is clear, however, that I can take no step as to the employment, 
without a certain person’s^ approbation. 

I met yesterday at Court, Pigot® the lawyer, one of the Qommis- 

^ Henry Bruen, b. 1740, d, Pec, 14, in, 1st, Feb. 9, 1709, Amelia, 

1795; ra. 1788, HaiTiet, dau. of Francis Watts, Bsq., 0oteiiior cf,BenMl| 2iad, 
Knox, Esa- of M.P. for Jainestown dmae %% 1782, CatbeHtte, dan. of Sir 

from 1783 to 1790, and then for the county Bisbopm Bart., and widow of Sir' Cliarles 
of Carlow till bis death. He had hem on tbe Cope, Basrt. ; Ho was IJhder Secretary to 
Qnartermashtr-Gmerar® etaff in America, PordHnte in'1,781'’; and from that time to 
where he made a large fortune' by oontracta. Hovl bold 'V$rfow ofBces, almost witli- 
The patmti$m alluded to in ibiC text wai '■ edt IntermMon. Patterly he occupied the 
his having voted, Nov. 13,, to reduce the , lm]^rtant'',poat' of Fresident of the Board of 
number of men for the defonct ' trade. successively for Cockeramitib, 

from 12,000 to 9000,, whiA W» A#ieby, Harwich, ,and Saltish, from 1762 

by 100 to 34. I / , ' ‘ " was rbised to the peerage. The speech 

^ Set note in page' li. > \ v ibove '.alluded to was made Nov, 20, 1703, 

Chari Oa Jenbinsonf Bli-* "on fixihg the day for the second reading, 

ronet, . created ' Ford 2'1» , *' Bom Shelburne. 

1786, wid made fear! of Biveipooi ' Mat ^ King. 

1796, b. May 10, 1727» d. Pec. 17. 1808: Arthur Leai’v Pivot, afterwarde Sir 
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sioners of Accounts. He told me that Lord Sheffield' had fre- 
quently been with them from Sir H. Clinton, to say how iU he had 
been used by them. Their answer was, that if he would do them 
the honour to come to their Board, they flattered themselves they 
should be able to explain their conduct to his satisfaction. This he 
would not agree to, but wished them to enter into a correspondcjice. 
They however positively rejected this proposal, probably not being 
encouraged by my example. . . . Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Ea.el Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, cui&ra, not. 23, iiss. 

I enclose a letter from Digby.* Since I wrote to you on 
Friday I hear that bad news is come from the East Indies. General 
Matthews® and his army taken by Tippoo Saib. This event will, I 
t-biuk, operate powerfully in favour of Administration in the present 
contest. It would have been a pretty beginniug for me if I had 
gone last spring. Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear Ross, MansHeld street, Dec. 16, 1783. 

Notwithstanding my delicacies and resolution I could not 
resist the solicitations to come up. You will have seen that wo 


Arthur Pigot, h. 1750, <3. Sept. 6, 1810 ; m. 

1773 a dau. of Poiinington, Esq. of 

Manchester. Solicitor-General to the Prince 
of Wales, 1787, and Attorney-General to the 
King from Feb. 1806 to March, 1807, M.P. 
for Steyning Feb, to Dec. 1806 ; then for 
Arundel till his death. He was born in 
Grenada, where his family was settled. 

^ John, 1st Lord Sheffield in Ireland; so 
created Jan. 0, 1781 ; made Lord Sheffield in 
England, July 29, 1802, and Earl of Sheffield 
in Ireland, Jan. 22, 1816; b. 1735, d. May 
30, 1821; m. 1st, 1707, Abigail, dau. of 
Lewis Way, Esq, of Kichrnond ; kud, Ilec. 
26, 1791, Lucy, dau, of Thomas, 1st Eaid 
of Chichester ; and 3rd, Anne, dau. of Frede- 
lari of Guilford. M.P. for Coven- 
try* Oct. 178'0 to March, 1784, and for 
-from H'Oy. 1790 to June, 1802. 

' ' |tandsoii of Simon, 5th 

Lbid‘‘ Iighxi . W‘;‘hrother^ of Edward, 0th 
Lord, aal ol '7fh £ord and Ist Earl 

%hy/h.'MaytVl»2;4'Wfdlv ' 

m. 1st, Oct,,l, 'k Stiph^, 

Ist Earl of Bohe$t^ ■ 


Charlotte Margaret, dau. of Sir Kobert Gun- 
ning, Bart., K.B. (whose younger daughter 
m. General Koss). In early life Colonel Digby 
served in the Guards — Groom of the Bed- 
chamber to the Prince of Wales from 1780 
to 1782, and then Vice-Ohamberhun to the 
Queen to 1792 ; Master of St. Catherine’s 
from Aug. 1788 till his death, lie wtusmuoh 
in the coiilidence of the lioyiil Family. 

Having been ordered, in the beginning 
of 1783, t(> invade the Mysore territory, he 
capturwl Bednore, Jan. 28 ; but was shortly 
after boHiegecl there, and surrendered May 3, 
upon very favourable terms. Those terns 
were immediately violated, on the plea (which 
seems to have been well founded), that the 
public treasure, instead of being given up to 
the captors, according to agreement, had Seta 
divided among the officers of the g«Ti»n, 
the whole of whom were thrown into iroa% 
When or how General Matthews w» pat to 
death, has ^ never been' aseertidned. Few > of 
th# captivtt survived to tell ' their tale nf 
horrops* 



1783. 


ENGLAm 


159 


beat tlie Administration yesterday^^ and I have no donbt but tlie 
bill will be rejected to-morrow by a greater majority. From 
tbe means^ that were taken to effect tliis eyerybody seems to 
conclude that there must be a change of Administration and 
dissolution of Parliament. Lord Shelburne did not attend the 
House, so that he probably will not be included in any new 
arrangement. 

Should any proposals be hereafter made to me relative to 
India, I do not feel at all inclined to listen to them. I am hand- 
somely off, and in the present fluctuating state of affairs at home 
with violent animosities about India, I can see no prospect of any 
good. I am aware that present ease may have some weight, but 
it requires great resolution to engage a second time in a plan 
of certain misery for the rest of my life without more substantial 
encouragements. Write to me freely your thoughts on this head. 
It is, however, very possible tliat no such proposal may be made 
to me, but I think that Lord Temple, who will certainly have a 
very considerable share in a now system, seems inclined to bo 
civil to me. You may easily imagine the confusion that now 
reigns in this town, and the different countenances of hope and 
despondency that occur every instant. My boy is in perfect health 
at Oulford, and I hope to return thither on Friday next. 

Believe me, &c., 

OORHWAUIiia. 


Eabl CoiiNWALLis TO Lieot.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear Boss, Mansfield street, Dec. 18, 1783. 

Mr. Pitt and, I believe, Lord Temple were with the King 
to-day,' — yet they say the Ministers have been in since, — and give 
out that they were well received, and that there is to be no 
change. I suspect it will be a repetition of March ^ l^t. As soon 
as I find that no material negotiation is on foot I will resign the 
Tower. In these perilous times I wiU nt least save my honour. 


1 On tlie 15tli the Duke of Chaudos juored 
to adjourn the proceedings, wkicli was cai'riod 
by S7 to 79; and on tbe 17tli the second 
readiog was negatived by 95 to 76. At that 
time the whole Peerage, iocluding the^ 16 
Scotch and the 26 Spirjtttal Peers, consisted 
only of 235, of whom 6 were minors ■ wd 6 
Catholics, so only 22$ could vote, 

The King's commtmiiAilon to, Lord 
TenOple was in writing, add to 'the following 
effect The King Would deem those' who 


should vote for the bill not only not Ms 
friends, but, his mmm ; and if Lord Temple 
couM, ptit this in stronger terns, he had full 
autiow# to do so.’' 

t Lord Shelburne tendered his resignation 
in ]^ch, but the new government was not 
forthed for six Weeks. No member of the 
Poriiand Administration had any audienco of 
tho'.King alter Dec. 17, except to resign Ms 
o®<se, ' ^ ' ■ 
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I will write again to-morrow niglit, as I know your anxiety in 
matters wliere my conduct is critical. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, May Night, Dec. 19, 1783. 

Tke Ministry is out, and Pitt is to have tlie I'reasnry, and 
Lord Temple and, I believe, Lord Sydney, Secretaries of State. I 
believe the Parliament is to be dissolved, but am not sure. My 
situation of having been sent for np to vote, and keeping my place, 
sat heavy on my mind, and before I knew of the change 1 had 
determined to resign. After a little reflection, I was of opinion 
that this circumstance should not alter my resolution ; that the 
imputation of having kept my place, and voted in so essential a 
point against the Ministry still remained. If my friends continue 
in power I shall probably have some consideration in my own 
line ; if they go out, I must either resign with them or be turned 
out The King appeared satisfied with what I said, as 1 hope you 
are with what I have done. Let me hear from yon. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis, 
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CHAPTEE VL 

Besignation of Constablesliip of the Tower — Prospects of employment*— Bnien 
and the Voluntoers — Sir George Yonge — Elections favonrahle to Ministers 
Probability of receiving the Governor-Generalship of India — Lord G. 
Lennox gazetted for Plymouth — Design of going k) the Emperor — Expos- 
tnlatory Letter to Mr. Pitt — Accepts the Tower. 

Earl Cornwalpis to Lieitt.-Colonel Boss. 

Dear KoSS, Oulford, Jan. 2 , 1784. 

If you liud bcoii on tho spot, I tliink you would liuvc 
approved of roy conduct ; I cannot, on tlie most mature reflection, 
repent of wliat I liavo done. 

You will at first consider tlie nature of the office,^ which to be 
sme by all dispassionate pcoj)le must be considered as a civil 
employment: you will then, I believe, agree with me, that, in 
the present state of parties in this country, it was impossible for 
me to hold it long, without becoming contemptible to aU sides, 
and that perhaps I had already held it too long; indeed I am 
wnvinced that I ought to have resigned at the coming in of the 
Coalition, and that as long as I did hold it, all my military compe- 
Mors in the government line had a great advantage over me. 
You will next take a view of my conduct in this last business, 
^en the India Bill was first brought in I loft London : both the 
Bishop of Lichfield and myself resisted the most pressing solicita- 
tions to attend it, and gave for reasons for our not doing so, the 
peculiar situation in which I stood as to India matters. When diO 
Bill was read a first time, and a debate and division expected, 
neither of us were present, but after the lyhich you 

faow had happened, both of us appeared to throw out the Bill 
I now ask to what would even the ' can, did part of mankind attri- 
bute sxicli ^conduct Surely ‘they woatld s^y 'that' my place was 
the first object to me, and tlmt I would not venture to vote against 
the Ministry until 1 wa:sw'da'';a«ur ''that I should run no risk of 
losmg it ^ , 

I have no reason i to' _ that ; any offers whatever will be 

^ CoTOtaible 0i il'w ® Tbe pttnsoMl interference of the Einiy. 
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made to me in regard to India, nor do I now belieTe it pos>sible 
that I could ever bring myself to listen to any. 

If the Ministry should survive the 12th, I think there is a pos- 
sibility of its being proposed to me to "go to Ireland : I say this 
without any authority whatever, only that I know that Lord 
Temple does not go, and that nobody is as yet fixed on for it. I 
have not heard a syllable of this from any part of the Administra- 
tion, it is merely wild conjecture, and such as I would not mention 
to any person living hut yourself. I shall, however, turn it well 
over in my thoughts. 

Lord Rawdon is here, and as well disposed and friendly to me 
as ever. His speech has put him in a situation of being highly 
considered, and indeed, very deservedly^ 

Believe me, &c., 

CoimWATJUS. 

P.S. Poor OTIara is once more driven abroad by his merciless 
creditors. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydotst. 

My bear Lord, Culford, Jan. 8, X784. 

In answer to the first point, I can assure yon that my 
friends^ want no spur to their attendance^ — to the second, that you 
shall certainly have hares, partridges, and pheasants if the frost 
goes, without which I fear we cannot get any — and to the third, 
that I will certainly have the honour of dining with you. 

As youx postscript is not quite so clear, I cannot bo so explicit 
in my answer : I therefore shall only say that I should refuse with 
reluctance any situation® in which the present Ministry think 1 
can bo serviceable to them, and that my secrecy on su(»h an 
occasion might be most perfectly depended on. I know it is not 
pleasant to have employments refused. j 

CoEmvAimia 


Earl CoBisfWALLis to Lmtrr.-OoLONBL Ross. 

DBAU Robb, MansSold Street, Jan. 22, 1784. 

‘ _ I have put off writing to you from day to day, expecting to 
to say, but matters still continue just as they wete* 

' Mtp 0, 17,88. ^ against tta mi Miyor-Ganaml Bwlllpon; 

w th® India 'Bill. ® Thtre ig no otRer 'teao# of anr oCor of 

» oflica at tlifo time. 
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I do not believe there vdll be a dfesolution of Parliament, Powys ‘ 
and some others are trying to foim an fJmbw/ not a OoaUtim, oi 
all parties, but I do not see any prospect of their succeeding How 
it is to end God_ knows. I feel so far easy that my part is’ taken 
and I have nothing to do but to go straight forward. ’ 

Believe me, ever, &c., 

COESrWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonbl Boss. 


Mv DEAE Boss, 


Mansfield Street, Jan. 24 - 1784 . 


As I know your anxiety about the present state of affairs 
especially as you think me materially concerned, I write to you 
oftener than I have anything to say; for example, things aroiust 
now as they were, one story one hour, another the next, just like 
the instability and indecision of last March. My private opinion 
is ^ that there will be no dissolution, and consequently that the 
Ministers will not stand, but it is an opinion founded merely on 

perhaps Tuesday may produce a dissolution : till 
then Mr. Pitt has promised that it shall not happen. 

I am still plagued to death and impoverished by starving 
Loyalists ; but 1 am now detorminod to shut the purse, except in 
the most moving instances of misery. I feel your being so fax 
removed from me, but hope we shall meet before the end of the 
year ’8i. ^ 

ioum ever, &c., 


COENWALIAS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

DeAB Boss, Monday Night, Jan. 28 , 1784 , 

Pitt has this day declared that the ParHaim« is hot to be 
dissolved, so the bubble is burst and there is an end of thh 4dini- 
mstratiou. About fifty members, who call themselves ifrdspehdent 
country gentlemen, have framed a letter to the Duke of Portland, 


no Povys,omt«d Lord LUford.Oot. 

26, 1797, b. May 4, 1743 , d. Jan. 28, 1800; 
m. March, 3|, 1772, Mary, dau, and .hitii 
inatoly co^heir (with her aiatac OathettoB, wife 
of tho hiAop of Lichfield and Cov«li*y) .of 

from. Nor. 1774, till ,iM w a 

'jprertaihfy.Jitofed 
' tkam,v» 'tjw 

tow Bill. rit«, to, 


,«ga»ised at tIie,Si 

B pwbsrs ,<jf Par- 

-we 'Mr. ^wsTenor, M.P. 

to After touch acffo- 

' Pito,:ca om mdc and fee 

' the- othm, it failed, 

of those two leaders 
. w%tis ,to. ttoito. The 'lists, lof 

' present ^ the soTeral tosetilBffl.are' 

about 79 seem , to 

' tafibied at maerent timw, " ' 

M 2 ' 
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Lord J. CaTendisV Lox, and Pitt, insisting on an Union ; but I do 
not find that there are above ten or twelve of them that have ever 
voted with Pox, and those whimsical and uncertain, the rest are 
composed of Pitt’s friends. Now I do not see how a number of 
Pitt’s friends can make a fair and equal treaty between him and 
Fox, any more than the House of Commons t\\n years ago could 
vote a peace with America. In short, we shall possibly linger on a 
fortnight or three weeks longer in unavailing negotiation, and then 
the virtuous Coalition will return in triumph to their places. I feel 
at least the satisfaction that ^ have no humiliating senvsations to 
undergo, and that although I shall have lost a much greater part 
of my income than I could aiford, I have lost no character, which 
is more than most of the dramatis ^ersonce can say. 

I am, &c., 

COENWAIiLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to LiEUT.-CoLOJsnL Boss. 

Dear Boss, Mansfield street, Fob. 6, 1784 

I last night received yours of the 31st. ’ No political altera- 
tion has happened since I wrote last ; you will see what was done 
in the House of Lords? The Commons denounce vengeance ; the 
Ministry declare in the firmest manner that they will not xcsigm 
How is it to end? I believe the Duke of Eutland^ is shortly to 
be named Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, and Mr. Orde,"^ the late 
Secretary of the Treasury, his secretary. Lord G. Lennox® kissed 


^ Lord John Cavendish, son of William, 
Srd Duke of DevonsMxe, b. Oct. 22, 1732, 
d. mmarried, Dec. 19, 1796. Lord of the 
Treasury, July, 1765, to Aug. 1766 ; Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer from March to July, 
1782, and from April to Dec. 1783. M.P. 
for Weymouth, 1754; Knaresborough, 1762; 
Torh, 1768 to March, 1784: Derbyshire, 
Mw, 1794, till his death, 

^ Lord Effingham, Feb. 4, moved two ro- 
solutions in favour of Government. After an 
animated debate they were carried by 100 to 
53. ^ The vmjeance of opposition was vented 
in six violent resolutions moved, Feb. 16, by 
LoH Beauchamp, afteiivards 2nd Marquis of 
HMferd, and carried by 187 to 157. 

^ 4th Duke of Rutland, K.O., b. 

March 16, 1754, d. (in Ireland) Oot. 24, 
lf87,y':«s. 1775, Many Isabella, dmi. 

Or ,Oterli# 4ii,.Dtike of Beaufort. Lord 
StewapI/?#. 1783; Friyy Seal, 

Deo. 178$i'tbMatefe,A784'; Lord Lieutenant 
of iretend-fteittr FA. 1% 178^, tillhla death. 
M.F. for the 0niyeteltfyf,Ciihbr%e frptn 


Nov. 1774 till he succeeded to the Dukedom, 
May 29, 1779. 

^ Right Hon. Thomas Orde, created Lord 
Bolton, Oct. 20, 1797; b. Aug. viO, 1748, d. 
July 30, 1807 ; m. April 7, 1778, Jane 
Mary, natural dau. of Charles 6th Duke of 
Bolton. At the death of Hany 6th and hist 
Duke of Bolton (the original of Captain 
Wluffie in Roderick Random), the greater 
portion of hk estates devolved iqjon Mr®. 
Orde, the daughter of his elder brotliar. 
After h<dding s<*veral minor appointroeatej 
Mi% Orde was made Secretory to the Trea- 
sury, July, 1782, mid resigned April, X783. 
Chief Secretajy in Irelaml, Fob. 1784 to Nov. 
1787. M.P. for Aylesbury from Oct, 1780 
to March, 1784, and for Hawkh to June, 
1790 ; and hi Ireland, for Rathoormack, from 
Marth, 1784, to April, 1790. 

^ Lord Georg® Lomioxi, ton of Charlts 2ttd 
Dnfco of filchmond ; a QeneraL Colonel 25th 
Iteglmant, and a'ftarwards fiovarnor of Ply* 
KWuA, 1). Nov. 97. 1 737, 4. Mtroh 29, 180® ; 
tjj.' at Gretna Gre« Dec. 1750, Lohfsa. 
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hands this day for the Tower : he is not to vacate his- seat, and he 
has received a letter from the Secretary at War' .signifying that 
the King has for some time wished to give h i m, some military 
government to reward his long and faithful services, and that he 
now takes the oppoittmity of appointing him Constable of the 
Tower. This is undoubtedly a pleasing circumstance to me, as it 
marks more strongly my disinterested conduct, and removes Lord 
G. from future competition.^ I still cannot repent of what I have 
done. I certainly did not receive it as a military employment, but 
in the ministerial line from Lord North, and it would not have 
suited my character to have flown to the Crown for indemnity for 
the part I had taken, and endeavoured to have screened myself 
under a fresh tenure. Lord C. stands on other ground, and is 
undoubtedly as secure and free from aU shaeldos as the Governor 
of Poitsmouth. Adieu, it is just eleven. Yours &c 

COENIVALLIS, 


EAIIU CoKNWALLis TO LIEUT.-CoLONEL ROSS. 

Dear EOSS, MansfieU Street, Feb, 7, 1784. 

I wrote in such’ a hurry last night, that I omitted mention- 
ing two or three things. In the first place I am to tell you that 
■ ’s relations have redeemed the bond ; I shall not easily en- 

gage again in a scrape of that sort. In answer to your question 
about Kigby,® I hear that the late immaculate Treasury advanced 
220,000?. in the course of last summer, to prevent his being called 
upon for his balance,® and the short day with which Lord John 

dau. of William 4th Marquis of Lothian. He of Trade, 1755 j Chief Secretaiy in Ireland 
was grandfather of tlio present Cuke, M,l\ horn 1757, to Oct, 17(51, during which 
tor Chichester from JNfov, 17G2, to Jan. 1707, time he obiainod the valuable sinecure of 
and then for the county of Sussex to June, Master of the Kolls for life; Vice-Treasurer 
1790. He was aide-de-camp to the Duke of of Ireland from Hec. 1762, to Dec. 1765, and 
Cumberland at Closterseven. ‘ from Jan. to June, 1708, and thensok Pay- 

^ Eight Hon. Hir Oeorgo Touge, Bart, K.B., master to • March, 1782. M.P* fot €aatle 
b* 1782, d. Wept, 29, 18 12 ; m* J uly 10, 1 765, Rising, 1746 ; Hudbury, 1747 ; 'and Tavistock 
Elizabeth, dan, and co*hek of Bouchier Clieve, 1754, to his death. In Ireland, M.F. for 
Esq. of Poots-Cray. After filling some minor Old Lelghlln during his se<!i»tary$hipr 
offices, he was, July, 1782, made Secretary ^ The question .of thde bal-ances, »id, to 
at War, a post occupied by Me father for have been l,,100,00OL, was ’brought before 
many years under Walpole. This office, eix- Farliameat,' in ,178!2, by^Ktoyon, the Attor- 
cept from April to December, 178B, he held ney-^wral*! 'Without tho knowledge and 
till July, 1794; then Master of the Mint to ^aipatth0r«d wish of the Government The 
Eeb. 1799, and, lastly, Governor of, the Gape ' was rteewedin;1784, after large sums 
of Good Hope to July, IS-Od, M.T. m /'HM bem paid, on account, by Mr. Rigby*s 
,Honiton from Nov. 1768, to^ Mw,ulT96#"and , ,,ea^ntora. ' ' The accounts wore finally audited, 
for Old Sarum from March,^, I7|9, Ip 1794, wifcli a balance indebted of 

1891', when he wM'SuceAedediby John ; 15i,78@'L subject to a deduction of 

Tooke. ' 'as claimed by the executors,, This 

® Rigjit' Hon, h#' ,1722^ ! not settled till Aug. 1802, when there 

d, AprlLS, 1788, unMwded.’ Cqmmissionef ' ■ appeared to be still a large amount dno#- * Tb® 
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tlireatened him, as I believe you recollect, is not yet named ; in 
sliort, he thought they were the strongest side, and could either 
prosecute or protect; Kenyon,^ however, is now at him in the 
Exchequer. My mother^ is vastly well, and happy in agreeing 
with all her sons in politics ; she laments, however, the state of the 
Townshend family. Mary® and Charles^ Townshend, and all the 
Brodricks talk violent opposition language ; and Lord Middleton® 
has voted in all the violent questions against Lord Sydney; so 
much for obligation and friendship. " Believe me, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


P.S. Innes tells me that Bruen^ exculpates himself from tlie 
charge, by saying that he was obliged to go some lengths with the 
Volunteers in order to gain their confidence, that he might the 
more completely defeat their measures in the end, and that he 
joined heartily in the last vote against them. I do not quite under- 
stand this. 

The Yolimtoers have voted an augmentation to their forces with 
a' proportion of artillery; they say General Pitt,’ but some say 
Sloper,® is to command in Ireland — utrum horum ? 


Treasury agreed to accept 25,000^,, and to 
wipe off 4r0,Q00L Still 60001. seems to have 
remained -unsettled. Mr. Rigby’s unpaid pri- 
vate debts at that time amounted to 147,000/. 

^ Sir Lloyd Kenyon, created Lord Kenyon 
June 9, 1788; b. Oct. 5, 1782, d. April 4, 
1802; m. Oct. 16, 1773, Mary, dau. of 
George Konyon, Bsq. of Peel Hall. Chief 
Justice of Chester from 1780, to March, 
1784; Attorney-General from April, 1782, 
to March, 1784 (except from May to Dec. 
1783) ; then Master of the Rolls; and, June, 
1788, Chief Justice of the King’s Bench. 
M.P, for Hindon and then for Tregony from 
Oct. 1780, to June, 1788. 

^ Elizabeth, Countess Dowager Cornwallis, 
dan. of Charles, 2nd Viscount Townshend, b. 
1702, d. Dec, 9, 1785; m. Kov. 1722, Charles, 
5th Lord and Ist Earl CornwaIli.s, 

® Mary Townshend, sister of Thomas, 1st 
Viscount Sydney, b. April 1, 1735, d. April 
12, 1821, She was very beautiful ; and her 
picture, in the character of Comedy, was 
painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds, and is now 
at FrognaL 

, 4^ Charles Townshend, brother of Mary 
Tow#i®hA h March 28, 1784, d, Aug. 10, 
1758 till his death he wm 
P ipsti?* Teller of the Exchequer, and from 
holding that got theniMni Of Brehoquer 
Charles, I 'Tn polity he was attached to Lord 
Rocwi^!itwtt.; , ,, "i " ' 

^ Gcolrge, :4th MiMetwi* i. 'hfo?. 


1, 1754, d. Aug. 12, 1836; m. Ist, Dec. 4, 
1778, Frances, dau. of Thomas, 1st Earl of 
Chichester; 2nd, June 13, 1797, Maria, 
dau. of Richard Benyon, Esq., of Golden Hall, 
His mother was Aibinia, sister of Thomas, 
1st Viscount Bydncy. Created Lord Brodriok 
in England May 28, 1700. M.P. for Whit- 
church from Nov» 1774 till he was made an 
English peer. He could not have sat for tinit 
borough without the support of Lord Sydney, 
who had obtained many places ibr his hnnily. 

® Mr, Bruen had voted in the majority of 
158 to 49, Nov. 29, 1783, when Mr. Flood 
had come down in uniform from the Volun- 
teer Convention, and, acting under their In- 
structions, iiad moved to bring in a bill for 
Parliamentary Reform. 

7 Right Hon. Mir William Augustus Pitt, 
K.B., b. 1728, d, Jan. 29, 18o0 ; m. June 
21, 1703, Mary, dau. of StTOpo, 2nd Vis- 
count Howe. A General ; Colonel 1st Dragoon 
Guards ; and Governor of Portsmouth. Com- 
mander-In-Chief in Ireland from Feb. 1784 to 
Dec, 1791, M.P. for Wareham from Nov* 
1754 to March, 176L 

® General, afterwards Sir Robert, Slofor, 
K.B.; Colonfl 4th DmgooM; d. Aug. 13, 
1802; m. Aug. 8, 1752, Jane, dim* of Chief 
Justice Willei. Commandcr-in-CWef at 
Madras, and tlwnt In Bongaf, from June, 
1785,' to Sept 1786, when he was super- 
seded hy Lend OornwMlii. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieot.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, B'’eb. 17, 1784. 

Things remain as they were. The ministry determined not 
to resign, but willing to treat ; the opposition determined to enter 
into no treaty till they liave resigned. I am told that a certain 
personage ^ wrote to the Duke of Portland,^ to express his desire of 
a firm and permanent administration, and to desire him to meet 
Mr. Pitt, and that the answer was, that either the ministers must 
resign, or he must treat personally with that personage. Yon will 
not mention this till you hear more. 

It seems very doubtful whether the House will not oblige Lord 
G. Lennox to vacate his seat;^ if so, there is an end of its being 
a military appointment. The mass of the people ai’e certainly 
with the present ministry, yet 1 do not see a possibility of going on 
with the present Parliament, and an union seems now totally out 
of the question. j &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear RQSS, Mansfield Street, Feb. 23, 1784. 

I have just received yours of the 18th ; the Duke and Ordo 
are gone, bub Pitt is still here ; I will see him, and unless I get 
the most explicit assurances from him that what you apprehend 
shall not happen, I will lose no time in applying to the Duke and 
to Orde.^ I did not see the Duke after his appointment, he was so 
beset by all sorts of people. I have my serious apprehensions for 
Mm ; he has a good heart, but is hardly enough experienced in 
business for so ticklish a situation. The Duke has very unwisely 
taken over three or four boys of the Guards for aides-deHc^uxp, 
which will be of great disservice to him, and can be of no use to 
them. , , 

On the whole, political matters bear a better appearance, the 

^ Tbo Kmg. , ' \ 186s. , of Oxford in 1 782 

® Willjam Henry, Srd Duke of PorUanfi, ' l>rd' Onilford^s' de&tli. M.F. for Weobky 
K.G., b, April 14, 1738, 4. OeiSO, 1S08? f^m April, ' 1781/ rill be sncceeded to the 
m. Not. 8, 1776, Dorotby daii/'of ^peerage, 1, 470. 
liam, 4tb Dnkeof DoTonsbire* --Uord-Clm-" ' 5^ order - tO' deride tbe (jtiestion, Mr. 

berkin, JnJy, 1765, to Deo* '1 70 Lord-- '' moted,. 'Merck 3, that the ofiice of 
Weuteneot of Irekod, April V. hf the tower was not a militaiy 

Fiwi, Lord of a© ,Tre^W,,.;A|'ril‘ ,oi&/wkkb WM negatiTod, as he Intended, 

1783, «d jfeom 1807, bk;' : to witbont a diTislon, 

Secretary of State, J.iriy^ l7M, to 'ddlf , 1801 y , - ^ Soo letter of March 8. 
and then President ,of 'the-Coniiali to leh* 
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spirit of the nation is ranged in favour of the present minister, and 
it is much doubted whether the House of Commons will venture 
in the present temper of the peojde to refuse the supplies. Pitt 
rises every day in character and estimation as to abilities, and lie 
positively declared on Friday^ night, in one of the best speeches 
that ever was made, that he would not resign. I have not dined 
with or seen in private the great personage^ you inquire about, 
nor I believe, does any one wbo votes as I do ; in short, there is 
not a more violent Poxite than him in the kingdom. Lord South- 
ampton has been very ill, hut is now recovered ; his son Charles^ 
is in town, very idle I believe ; our friend George® is soon expected 
from Jamaica. j am, &c., 

COEXWALLIS. 


Our friend G. Darner® is grown a most violent party man ; in 
short, political animosities are at such a height, as to make it 
almost impossible to associate with those of the opposite party. 


* In the debate on an address, moved Feb. 

20, by Mr. Powys, calling on the King to 
dismiss bis ministers. There were two divi- 
sions; 197 to 177, and 177 to 156. In both 
Mr. Pitt was in a minority. 

* The Prince of Wales. 

® Charles, 1st Lord Southampton — so 
created Oct. 17, 1780 — grandson of Charles, 
2nd Duke of Grafton, b. June 25, 1737, 
d. March 21, 1797; m. July 27, 1758, 
i.nne, dau. and coheir of Admiral Sir lacier 
Warren, Groom of the Bedchamber to 
George 11. and George III.; Vice-Ghamber- 
Idn to the C]ueen. When the Prince of Wales 
formed his establishment in 1780, he was 
made his Groom of Die Stole, and held that 
office till his death. A General, and Colonel 
of the Srd Dragoons, M.P. for Oxford, Bury 
Sc. Edmunds, and Thetford, from Dec, 1759 
to July, 1780. 

^ Hon. Charles Fitzroy, 2nd son of the 
above ; a General, and Colonel 25th Kegimont; 
h. KSept, 5, 1702, d, Oct. 18, 1831 ; m. Hept. 

21, 1816, Eliai, dau. of - — — Barlow, Esq., 
and widow of Clavering Savage, Esq. It is 
well known that he had previously contracted 
a clandestine marriage with the Princess 
Anielia, youngest dau* of George III,, who 
d. 'hfot. 2y 1810. He was tor a lung time 
Eqpttry o|» Groom to George HI. 

George B'itoroy, afterwards 2nd 
Lord''' Soutl^^pton ; a fjeut,*-General, and 
Oploatel" S4ih Ee^imeat; ' b. Aug. 7, 1761, d, 
Jtute;" »» m; '1st, June 28, 1704, 


Laura, dau. of the Hon. Frederick Koppel, 
Bishop of Exeter; and 2nd, Dec. 2, 1802, 
Frances Isabella, dau. of Lord Robert Sey- 
mour. He was for some time Groom of the 
Bedchamber to the Pidnce of Wales, M.P, 
for Bury St. Edmunds from March, 1784, to 
Jan. 1787. 

® Hon. George Damer, afterwards, Feb. 
12, 1798, 2nd and lust Earl of Dorchester, 
eldest son of Joseph, 1st Lord Milton, who 
was made Karl of Dorchester May 15, 1702. 
Mr. Damer was b. March 28, 1746, d, 
March 6,. 1808, unmarried. Chief Eecre- 
tary in Ireland from Dec. 1794 to March, 
1795. M.P, for Cricklade, the Anstruther 
Boioughs, D(jrchester, and Malton, from 
May, 1768, till he succeeded to the Earl- 
dom, Feb. 12, 1798. In Ireland, for Naas, 
from Deo. 1794 to 1797. To his sister. 
Lady Caroline Damer, he left his estates and 
large mansion in Park Lane, which, on ac- 
count of its having for many ymrs never been 
opened to society, was called “ Milton^s Para- 
dise Lost.'' On its site now Hhmds the resi- 
dence of R. 8. llolford, Esq., M.P. The first 
Lord I)orcho8t.er was a near relation of Damer, 
the EJwes of Ireland, who d. July 6, 1720, 
and on whom Swift wrote a satirictl poem, 
beginning— 

« Xnow all men by these presents, Death the 
Tamer 

liy m(;rfcgage hath ieouwd the soul of Damer; 

Nor can four hundred thousand sterling pound 

Eedoem him from his prison under ^oundf * 
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EauL COKNWALLIS TO LiEUT.-CoLONEL RoSS. 

DeAE Boss, MansJSeld Htreot, March 3, 1784. 

I have just received your letter of the 2Sth. I shall be 
glad to do everything in my power to assist Baillie ; ‘ but I have 
great doubts whether I can be of much use; Sir G-. Y — is 
ignorant and important. You will easily guess what a personal 
application to him must cost : to give you a specimen ; , a dis- 

agreeable Irish blackguard, had been eight years in the 33rd, he 

wished to exchange with Lieutenant , a veiy deserving young 

man, who was one of the reduced lieutenants, for the regulated 
difierence ; the whole regiment wished it, the Colonel recommended 
it, and Sir G. Y — refused it, because had not bought. Not- 

withstanding this, as I know the real concern you take in what 
affects Lord Ankervillcv' I will bow lower to tlie olScial importance 
which I despise. 

The Tower is this day decided to bo a military employment, 
and Lord George Lennox does not vacate his seat. 

I must now teU you a dreadful story, which I would not men- 
tion to you, if I did not wish you to observe on the occasion poor 
Lord , and if possible so to gain his confidence, os to be per- 

haps useful to him. Lord * * • is totally ruined— past all redemp- 
tion. is now beset witli bailifis ; his debts amoimt to more 

than 2O,000Z., and I. am told liis estate in is seijuestered. 

What is to become of the poor girls; God only knows. I fear even 
their clothes will be taken from them. You will easily imagine 
what I feel on this occasion, yet any thing that I could offer would 
be useless to them, and must be taken from what I owe to my 
own children. Little would it avail them, that I should sacrifice 
every personal consideration for their sake, if I was to pay for the 
follies of others out of their small fortunes. I strongly advise 
sending the young ladies down to tlie Dowager Lady ***, and I 
will freely pay the expense of tlreir journey. 

You will of course be discreet and secret on this subject ; but I 

would have you, if possible, .find out what Lord ? knows, and 

let me hoar your opinion about the girls going to the Dowager, 
and what the country says about the estate. 

They say the King and his ministers are stouL yet how the 
present Parliament can go oh without' a change of ministers, I can- 

^ 1 .Captain, afterwards,' ^ '^ir, George Tooge. 

Ham ^ ® I>avid lioss, made a Lord of Session, 

speeded 'in , Fel. 1770, b. 1727, d. Aug. 16, 1805. He 

appoiptmOiit 'Of 'Fort^MaJor of 'f'Orf 'Ceorge, toOk the title of Lord Ankerville. 
wMdh he hold fill' ‘hi® 'dlhtlv' Aug. 16» 1806* 



170 


LORD CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. VI. 


not discover. I know yon will scold me for not being at least more 
familiar with ministers ; but I cannot bring myself to it, and 1 see 
important fools every day taking the lead, and becoming men of 
consequence. I do not believe Lord T.' and Mr.'P. ever bad any 
quarrel, and tbink that the former resigned because they would not 
dissolve the Parliament. 1 may however be mistaken in this, at 
present they are apparently friends. I am, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 

EAEL COENWALLIS TO LlEDT.-COLOISrEL RoSS. 

DeAB Ross, Mansfield Street, March 8, 1784. 

General Pitt lias not only given me tlie most positive pro- 
mise tliat no one sRonld go over you in the 45tli,^ but the strongest 
assurances that if the Majority should become vacant, you should 
succeed to it. I will give him a Memorandum before ho goes, 
wMch would stop any application from the Lord-Lieutenant ; but I 
think, after Pitt’s handsome behaviour, it may perhaps be iiidelicato 
to write to the Lord-Lieutenant ; at least I think I should feel it 

so if I was in Pitt’s situation. I have not heard from these 

three months; I believe he is angry with me for throwing cold 
water on his grievance that the brevet promotion came within 
three of him without including him. The House of Commons are 
this night attacking the advisers of the King’s last answer. I 
suppose they will on this occasion have a majority, but people very 
much doubt their carrying ^ short Mutiny Bill. It is imagined that 
some of the military men will not vote for that measure. Lord 
Eglingtoune® looks very well, but is not grown much soberer. 

I am, my dear Ross, your most affectionate friend, 

COBNWALUS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lxrut.-Colonel Ross. 

DeAE RoS)S, Tuesday niglit, March 0, 1784. 

The majority of <me^ last night on Pox’s representation to 
the King, has totally disconcerted the measures of opposition, and 

^ Earl Temple. probably some parliamentary job. 

® Lieut.-Cotonel Ross, then senior Captain ^ Archibald, 11th Earl of Eglinton, a 
of ’the 45tb, was desirous of obtaining tho General, Colonel 2iid Dragoons, and Governor 
- Migorify, which was likely to become vacant, of Edinburgh Castle ; b. May 18, 1720, d. 
A'» &e'..r^m'Mlt was on the Irish establish*- Oct. 30, 1796; m. tst, March 30, 1772, 
commissions woro» atrictly speak- Jean, dau. of George, l*Sth Earl of Crnwford ; 
^ of the iprd-Lientonant, 2n4 1783, frmc#, dan, of Sir 

' who in to hare av^Riod him- William 'Twisden, Bari., of Boydon Hitil > 

self nf, Ilia p0^«r,'w on. Dorn 31, Cap- '‘The numbers wore 191 to ISO. The 
tain Deter Daly wgaaselted to Ahi Majority — late' Lord Kosslyn, then Sir James Erskhm, 
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the Mutiny Bill this day met with no obstruction, so that Mackay’s 
heart may be at rest ; from the strength of the regiments in Scot- 
land, I think he could not have had much to fear. I do not appre- 
hend there will be any dissolution till the summer, as it would be 
too late for ministers after the election of a new Parliament to 
introduce any measures of consequence, and it is the intention of 
opposition not to interrupt the ordinary business. The ministry 
are triumphant, and if they manage their affairs with as much 
prudence and wisdom as they have hitherto done, they may keep 
their ground many years. Yours, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Dear Ross, Mansfield street, March 17, 1784, 

I have just time to answer two or three of your queries. 
Lord Shelburne has had a most severe fit of the gout for these last 
two months, I believe longer ; he is just beginning to crawl about. 
His conversation is friendly to the present administration, but I 
should apprehend that the support of a disappointed minister is 
even more precarious than the voice of the people. Fox ^ is just 
gone to Ms regiment. I have seen Mm very often ; he acquitted 
himself vastly well in his command at Halifax, and is as much 
attached as ever to Ms profession, and is no politician. I know not 
what to say about the dissolution of Parliament, it must either 
happen before Easter or not till Midsummer. I am inclined still 
to think the lattei*, but it is very uncertain. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwax.lis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, April 5, 1784. 

I returned last night from Brome, having chose Generals 
PMllipson and Bathurst.^ My brother was pressed by Lord Howe 

and whipper-in for the Opposition, told the Clayton, Esq., of Harleyford. He was Go- 
editor that early in the evening it w*^ asoor- vemor of Minorca from 1795 to 1802; 
tained tliat the majority, either way, tmmed ■ Oommander-in-Ohief in Uie Mediterranean 
upon the vote of Elwes the miser, then M.R fiwn Jan. iSOl to B^eh. 1808, and in Ireland 
for Berks 5 and it was not till just before the fropa May to Nov. 1808. 
division that Sir James oowld elicit frota him ’ * Major-General, afterwards General, Peter 
his intentions. ' , Bathurst, h. Jan, 8 , 1723, d. Dec. 20, 

^ Hon. Colonel Fox, afterwards Choral the 1801 ; m. BUzaheth, dan. of George Blvelyn, 
Bight Hon, Henry Fox, Colonel lOlh Regi- of Nutfield. M.P. for Kyo, April, 

meet, younger son of Henry, let Lord Holland, 1784, to June, 1790, and Sept. 1792, to 
K March 4, 1755, d. July 18, 1811 ; in. Oct. 1795. 

Nov. 14, 1786, Marianne, dau, of William 
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to stand for Portsmouth,^ where Government was in great danger 
of being beat, and it was thought his name and character would be 
of great use. I was very unwilling to part with my brother from 
Eye, and greatly at a loss whom to recommend. I had only an hour 
allowed me to decide, and I think I have chosen well, as Bathurst 
is a man of great honour, perfectly independent both in mind and 
fortune, and an eager and zealous friend to Mr. Pitt, 

Poor Brome has had a violent cough, with some fever, and irri- 
tation on Ms breast ; they were obliged to bleed him two or three 
times, and lay on two or three blisters within the week. He is 
now recovering very fast ; but I am so disturbed at those frequent 
attacks, that I have determined to send liim for one year to Dr. 
Wakeham,® and then, if he appears quite strong, to let him return 
to Eton. 

The elections have gone very favourably to ministers. Poor 
Mr. C. Townshend ® has lost his for Yarmouth. Fox is in great 
jeopardy. This day’s poll is — 

Hood .... 3262 
■Wray^ . . . 2985 
Fox . . . , 2868 

This day was the great push. It is just eleven. 

Yours ever, 

Cornwallis*. 


Eabl Cornwallis to Lxeut.-Colonel Ross, 


Dear Boss, ManBfleld street, April 9, 1784, 

The Ministry prevail in elections, the triumph in Yorkshire ^ 
is a great one ; my neighbour Sir C. Bunbury ® is turned out of tho 


* Admiral Ceniwallis and Sir H, Fetlier- 
stonhaugh were retunied, Mr. Erskine de- 
feated. 

® Rev. Dr. Wakeliam, Rector of Ingliam, 
a paxish ixd Joining Oulford, b. Feb, 27, 1703, 
d. Dec. 5, i838. 

' Tlift members returned wore Henry 
Beanfoy, Esq., and Sir John Jervis, aftcr- 
wafd»',iord St. Vincent. 

* SirbWlWray, Bart., b, 1735, d. Jan. 
rOV/tWtf ' m * EsUier, dau. of — Sum- 

fnr Retford from May, 
t7f8',,tb, and for Westminster 

.tq-'-MaiTcb, 1784, E© was 
one and 

bationary , • 

^ 'Mr. Wilberfofee 'afed/'M*** Eenry 'i)nn- 


combe wore vetixrued ; Mr. FoljambG, tlie late 
member, nepbew of Sir Oeorge Saville, and 
Mr, Weddell, retiring without a contest. In 
Mr, Wilberforco^s Life it is said the pro- 
mises were 11,173 to 2510 ; the subscription 
18,070A, and not 5000A spent. 

® 8ir Charles Bunbury, 6th Baronet, b. 
May, 1740, d, Max’ch 31, 1821 ; m. June 2, 
1702, kSarah, dau* of Charles, 2ttd Duke of 
Richmond, to whom (kor|ro IE. was supposed 
to have been attached, mr Cbarlts was cele- 
brated for his victories on the turf. The 
numbers at this election were — 

Mir Jok Rous .. .. 1652 
Mr. artgby .. ** im 
Sir C. Bunbury 739 
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county of Suffolk, and I tkink it probable that Mr. Coke,^ a violent 
Foxite, will share the same fate in Norfolk. 

I enclose to yon a paper at the request of Captain Byrd/ who 
thinks that you can state a clear account of Mrs, Byrd’s demand 
to be laid before the Treasury. I do not myself believe that she 
has now any chance of obtaining what is so justly due to her, and 
what Sir Henry has in reality defrauded her of, at the expense of a 
breach of his positive promise. That worthy knight has quarrelled 
with his friend the Duke of Newcastle,^ and is left out of the new 
Parhament, and I hear he is going to travel for two or three years. 
Grant is disappointed of a seat in Parliament, which he was fool 
enough to wish to obtain at the expense of 25001 Tarleton"^ is 
now standing a poll for Liverpool. I saw George Hanger ^ to-day ; 
he has settled his affairs, and tells me he has between 400?. and 
500?. to live on. The Duchess of Devonshire is indefatigable in 
her canvass for Fox; she was in the most blackguard houses in 
Long Acre by eight o’clock this morning: Fox is, however, 288 
behind Sir Cecil Wray, notwithstanding the assistance of the 
Duchess, and Mrs. Bouverie/ and Mrs. Eobinson,^ and many other 
fair canvassers.® I had a letter from Yorke to-day in good spirits, 


^ Thomas William Coke, created Earl of 
Leicester, Aug. 12, 1837, b. May 4, 1752, 
d. June 30,^ 1842; m. 1st, Oct. 5, 1775, 
Jane, dau. of James Dutton, Esq., and sister 
of James, 1st Lord Sherborne; 2nd, Feb. 26, 
1822, Anne, dau. of William, 4th Earl of 
Albemarle. Sir Edward A.stley, the old mem- 
ber, and Sii* John Wodehouse, afterwards the 
1st Lord Wodehouse, came in without a con- 
test. Mr. Coke was M.P. for Norfolk from 
May, 1777, to Dec. 1832, except in the Par- 
liament of 1784, and in that of 1806, when 
he sat for the towri of Derby, haring been 
tunied out of the county on petition. 

2 Captain Byrd was son of a Mrs. Byi'd, 
who had rendei'ed essential services to Loi’d 
(.ornwallis in his American campaigns. Lord 
Cornwallis, when in India, renewed his ap- 
plication on his behalf. 

® Henry, 2iul Duke of Newcasfcle-under- 
Liae, b. April 20, 1720, d. Feb. 22, 1794; 
m. Oct, 16, 1744, Catherine, dau. nnd eoheir 
of the Bight Hon. Henry Pelham, the minister. 
Lord of the Bedchamber to George IL, and 
afterwards to George HL, till 1762. He held 
two great patent sinecures, Comptroller of 
Customs, and Auditor of the Exchequer. Sir 
Henry Clinton had sat for Nmraxk in the 
preceding Parliament. 

4 Be was defeated. The numbers were— 

' Mr^Bamber Gwooyne .. .. 959 
LordFenryhn .. .. .. S55 
Colonel Tarleton S44 


* Hon. George Hanger, afterwards, Dec. 
11, 1814, 4th and last Lord Coleraine, a 
Major-General, b. 1751, d. March 81, 1824, 
unmarried. A personal friend of the Prince 
of Wales, and attached to his household. He 
was a very eccentric character, and would 
never assume his title. 

® Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire, wife of 
William 4th Duke, dau. of John 1st blarl 
Spencer ; b. June 7, 1757, d. Maixh 30, 1806, 
m. June 5, 1774, 

7 Henrietta, dau, of Sir Everard Faulkener, 
K.B.; b. Feb. 12, 1750, d. Nov. 17, 1825 ; 
m. 1st, June 30, 1762, Hon, Edward Bou- 
vcrie, and 2nd, Oct. 2, 1811, Lord Kobert 
Si)encer. 

8 Mary Darby, b. Nov. 27, 1758, d. Dec. 
29, 1800; m. April 12, 1775,“— Eobinson, 
an attorney's clm’k. When acting Perdita (by 
vrhioh name she was , afterr^aids generally 
known), Dec. 3, 1779, she attracted the ate 
tention of the Prince of Wales, with whom 

lived for ' some time. In 1,799 she under- 
took the poetical part of the Morning Post. 

^ Ate 40 days*' polling tire election ter- 
minated May 16 ; it began April 1. The 


numbers were — 

' ' Lord Hood . . . , . • . , 6694 

Mr. Fox .. .. .. .. 6234 

Sir Cecil Wray . . , . . . 5998 


Till the close of the 23rd day Sir Cecil had a 
majority* 

Lieut.-Colonel, afterwards Colonel Torke, 
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and giying a most excellent aceoimt of tlie appearance and disci- 

pline of the 33rd. I am, &c., 

COBN WALLIS. 


Earl CoitNWALHs to Libut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Culford, May 9, 1784. 

I received about three weeks ago a letter by express from 
Lord Sydney, saying that Government had determined to send a 
Lient.-General immediately to Madras, but that whoever went was 
to be tanglit to expect a Commander-in-Chief soon after him. He 
asked my opinion of Sloper as the Lient-Genoral, and wished to 
know my sentiments as to the command-in-chief, whenever that 
appointment should be agitated in CounciL I sent him a kind 
answer, thanking him for his attention to me, I told him I did not 
know enongh of Sloper to be able to give an opinion about him, 
but as the resolution was taken to send a Lieut.-General, I must 
freely own that I could not point out a proper one. In regard to 
myself, I said that since I had turned my thoughts to Indian mat- 
ters, I had never seen the military command there in a favourable 
light, and that if an answer was to he given by the return of the 
messenger, I should certainly beg to bo permitted to decline it ; 
but if it was a matter of future discussion, and that no appointment 
was immediately to take place, I should when I came to town talk 
the matter fully over with him before I gave a final answer. I now 
find it reported all over the kingdom that I am to go, and am daily 
pestered with letters about it. This is aE I know about t].ie matter, 
and Lord Sydney said so much about secrecy, that I was afraid to 
write to you by the post ; but as you have heard so much, I could 
be no longer silent to yon. 

The more I turn it in my mind, the less inclination I feel to 
undertake it, I see no field for extraordinary military reputation, 
and it appears to me in every light dangerous to the greatest 
degree. To abandon my children and every comfort on this side 
the grave; to quarrel with the Supreme Government in India, 
whatever it may be; to find that I have neither power to model 
the' amy or connect abuses; and finally to run the risk of being 
’hmt' by 'soxu'e nabob, and being disgraced to aE eternity, which 
Irqua- what I have read of their battles appears a very probable 

Jqlitna, tot, of death. lie extottfed the lieoi-OoletJelor of 
ThO!tew'''Ii>0d4' M.F, tlie SSrd fith tbe-Hoo. Cokael Wofley — ' 
for Btokfc' 'Bfo 'IMuty rfeoteiiwt the of Wellington, 
of the 17$4 ' till Wa 
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tiling to happen — I cannot see, in' opposition to this, gi-eat renown 
and brilliant fortune. . . . 

I had a letter from. Haldane the other day in tolerable spirits, 
and perfectly satisfied with a conyersation that I had with the 
Duke of Eichmond about him. He has marljed a map Avith om- 
march for Faden,’ and sent an explanation with it. I do not quite 
like the explanation, but it is a delicate thing for me to have any 
hand in it, as I have no inclination again to commence author. 
Adieu, my dear Boss. Ooknwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

DEAE KOSS, Mmisfield Street, Ma^ 25, 1784. 

I attended Lord Sydney to-day at liis desire ; lie put the 
question to me again about India^ and I answered nearly as before ; 
but on my laying particular stress on the circumscribed power of the 
Military command without the Civil, he said he was sure Mr. Pitt 
would wish to give me both. I told him that I could not tMnk 
of it with pleasure, that it did not agree with my favourite passion, 
but that as soon as their plan was digested and put into an intelli- 
gible form (which by his conversation I should think was not in 
much forwardness), I would consider whether I could undertake it 
with any degree of safety for myself, or appearance of utility to 
the public ; and if that should be the case, I might perhaps be 
‘induced to sacrifice every prospect of comfort and happiness in this 
world, to the service of my country and the advantage of my 
family. I said that I feared our opposition to Fox's Bill, and 
clamour about chartered rights, would tie the hands of Government 
very much in regard to the Company. Lord S. says, and indeed 
I have heard from other hands, that the Company are desirous of 
my going, but I feel how precarious their favour must be. In 
short my mind is much agitated. I can come to no reBolution till 
I know the plan ; yet inclination cries out every moment, Do not 
think of it ; reject all offers ; why should you volunteer pl%ue 
and misery? duty then whispers, You are mot sent here merely to 
please yourself ; the wisdom of 'ftovidence ^ has thought fit to put 
an insuperable bar to any great degree of happiness ; can you tell, 
if you stay at home, th$t the loss of your son, or some heavy 
calamity, may not plunge you in the deepest despair? try to be 
of some use ; serve your ' country and your friends ; your confined 
Otrenmetanoes do not allow you to contribute to the happiness of 

Mm 'ms the priad^ei aaapsdler at that tiim ; premises are aow occupied by WyU;. ‘ 
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others by generosity and extensive charity ; take the means which 
Grod is willing to put into your hands. 

I have had a long and friendly conversation with Mackay he 
seems to think himself sure of getting some appointment, either 
Major of Brigade or. Assistant-Adjiitant-GeneraL I offered to speak 
to Fawcett, but he seemed rather to wish me not to do it. He 
insists that I shall go to India, and says his friends at the India 
House assure him of it ; he desired me to give him early notice 
if it took place, as ho made no doubt of your going with me. 
I told him that was most certain, and promised, if 1 should be 
appointed, not only to give him the earliest notice, but tise every 
means in my power to procure him the recommendation of the 
Deputy-Adjutant-Ganeral. I think by the means of Fawcett I 
could easily carry that point for him with the King, and it would 
rid me of my engagements to the Major. After all 1 have said, 
I can hardly think the India business will come in such a sliape 
as to oblige mo to accept. I will, however, give my reasoxi as free 
scope as possible to act, by boldly combating my passions, ami hope 
I shall decide for the best. ... I refer you to the newspapers 
for the triumphant divisions in the House of Commons.^ 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Likut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Mansfield street, Jmu4 XS, 1784, 

I have had no communication with Ministers relative to 
India since I wrote last, but Grant told mo, in confidence, that 
they intended to offer me to be Governor-General and Commander- 
in-Oliiof. I am sensible tlmt, finding I can live comfortably in 
England, and having every reason to expect comfort from my 
children, who arc now nearly arriving at an age when an anxious 
and affectionate father would wish to be constantly watching them, 
I should, by going to India, sacrifi(*.e all earthly happiness, without 
even gratifying my favourite passion, which has hitherto excited me 
to quit ease and enjoyment for aiaicty and mortification : yot I 
, flatter myself I shall still have fortitude enough to do my duty, if 
Isjhould^seeaprospeet of being really serviceable to my country^, 
iTw , may /depend on having the earliest int 0 l%e ' LordWald^ 

' is; not likely fo di'V'e many weeks. I can hardly doubt my 

Alex- ' ® ndflrMii wai wrM' ^ 

-li "b. 24, Siwfc da,? of tlm pttfoa. 

1,741, 'Aptll ^ M Itrl Walde^w, b. l|tll 28, 
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succeeding to his government — ^t-his would be to me ease and 
affluence. There has been a little jealousy and misundei-standing 
between Lord Eawdon^ and Pitt. I liaye been the negotiator, 
they are now fist friends, and both think themselves obliged to me. 

Sir Henry has printed another pamphlet, and circulated it 
amongst Ms friends, but he has not yet published it. A copy was 
sent to me. It is a letter to the Commissio?icrs of Accounts, 
accusing them of want of candour and justi(*e in not examining him, 
as they did me and Sh* W. Howe, and observing that I assumed a 
merit to myself which ■was not due to me, by my Orders of the 2diTl 
of December,^ 1780, as far as tliey regarded the Ooinmissary- 
GeneraFs department, as the appointm(mt of Commissaries of Cap- 
tures was first made by liim ; and that if I liiid seen his Orders 
obeyed, my Orde^* would Imve ]>een unnecessary. 1 believe you 
recollect at whose instigation Jiis Ordtu- was given. It is not woi-tli 
any serious notice, perha]>s 1 may send it to you. He bilked for 
near three Iiours to the Commissioners of Acc^junts on the ()j)era- 
tions of the Wa-r, arraigned my military contiiud, r(‘peated every- 
thing that he said in his former pam])]ilet n dative itj the march 
into Virginia and tlie post of Yorktowu, and (‘onduded by saying 
that if his plans had been adojAed in tinuj (for he said they wore 
at last), America would have boon now at our fo<d. J trust that 
you will easily believe tliat 1 shall enter into no India engag'o- 

I am, &c., 

CoUNWALinS. 


P.8. — I am ns usual p(‘stered to death ev(UT morning by 
m'etched sbirving loyalists. 


1718, d. Oct. 2‘2, 1784? m. May 7, 1751, 
Elimbeth, dau. of John, Ijjt KaH (Jower, 
A General ; Colonel 14th Kognw‘ni; Master 
of the Horhe to the Queen fiom 1770 to hfa 
deatli. M.P. for Orford, Kov. 1747; then 
for Nowcastlfi-iinder-XJne to Nov. 1702. Bin 
mother, the Dowager Countess, m. vSej)t. 0, 
1766, H.K.H. William Henry, Duke of (ilou- 
cester. His government of Plymouth, alluded 
to above, wa^ given to lord Georg© leiinox. 

^ There are no papers in the |K)sse.ssion of 
the Editor which throw any light on this 
allusion. 

® “ llead-quartora, WynnesboTOugh, 

Doc, 23, Pf80. 

As I consider myself a sfewai^ for the 
public money expended hy Hie troops’ imder 


iny command, I think ruysedf bound, by the 
duty 1 owe my country, to regulate the 
dimgcH to ho made by the different depaii- 
uieutH. 

The Commwsary-General k not to charge 
Govesimmit for the csoinplete ration delivered 
to the aoidier, un]t« such ration is supplied 
from the stores sent from England, min- 
ever he delivers to them fresh provisions, he 
must only charge' to them the real amount 
of what he pays fpr the cattle, for which the 
reocipte of the inhabitants will be his vouchei-K. 
The same rule must be strictly observed In 
the deliveiy of hour and Indian meal/’ 

In this pamphlet Sir Henry prints foomc of 
hia own orders, which by no means justified 
his, aNertiohs;*', 


viu, T 
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Eael Cornwallls to Lieut.-Golonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, June 21, 1784. 

Public business always goes on very slowly* Tbe Smuggling 
Bill ^ is to be brought in to-day. No time is fixed for the Budget 
and Taxes ; so that if any India Bill is to be brought in, it must 
come very late, and I think that a sufficient attendance cannot be 
procured to carry it tlirough with decency. I have heard nothing 
more since I wrote last. I told Lord Sydney that I should go out 
of town the latter end of the week, leaving my proxy ; and that if 
he had anything material to say to me I would come up on his 
sending for me. Sloper tells me that the Company have refused 
to comply with the terms which Lord S. proposed to him, and to 
which he acceded, particularly the promise of a letter of service as 
Lieut.-Geiieral. This does not look like a sufficient agreement 
between the Company and Administration to produce any proper 
establishment for the East. I still hold the same sentiments, and 
am prepared for the sacrifice if safe and honourable ; at the same 
time I cannot help -wishing that it may not happen. Meclows^ 
breakfasted with me this morning ; he told me he would go with 
me to the East Indies. Eox says the same. There cannot be two 
general officers in the service, whom on every account I could more 
earnestly wish to have with me than Medows and Fox. God 
knows how it will turn out. You know my sentiments on Lord S. 
as a man of business. 

I do not believe there is any foundation for your reports of 
divisions in the Cabinet. 

Our last accounts of poor Brodrick are very alarming ; indeed 
I have scarce any hopes of ever seeing him. I have had another 
friendly conversation with Mackay : he is possessed with the idea 
of my going to India, and has recommended to my ];>rotection, but 
not to my family, a nephew of his, the chief of his family,^ whom 
he intends to send out to that country. I believe his idea of my 

m 

^ This Bill, better known as the Oommu- Earl Manvers, b. Dec, Jl, 1739, d. Nov. 14, 
tation Bill, was intended to check siiiuggilng, 1813 ; m. May 30, ”1770, Frances Augusta, 
then carried on to an immense extent, pvin- dan. of Robert Ilamerton, Esq. of Hamorton; 
dmlly in tea. It was estimated that ont Colonel of 7th Dragoon Guards ; Commander- 
of 12,000,000 Ihs. imported ''.the quantity in-Ghief in Ireland from June, 180l, to May, 
in ms was 86,000,000 lbs., of which 1803. 

63,iO0C(,OOO were taken out for eonsumption) ® The Chief of the Mackays at this time 

;^»^00,000 lbs. passed through the Cus- was Hugh, 6th Lord Reay, who was of weak 
^ 'The duty was lowered Aom 50 mind, and died Jan, 26, 1797, but the person 
behf,' an estimated loss to the meant is evidently his heir presumptive, 
rersiMi^ '600,0001 ' To meet this deficiency George, who died in the East Indies, Dec. 12, 
'it h^s'pspoS# JfyA t« on Windows. ' ' 1790, and whose younger brother, Eric, be- 

afisowArds General Sir came 7th Lord Reay. 

Williaih' Medal's, 'S3., 'ibrbiWr of the Xst 
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going to India preTents his pressing the business of an Assistant to 
your Staff ; but I do not know how to help it, as he showed a great 
disinclination to my speaking to Favvcett on the subject. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

P.S. — Mackay has promised that on my notifying to him a 
probability of my going to India, he wiU give leave to you to go 
north or south, as you please. 


Eael Cornwallis to Lieut. -Colonel Ross. 

Dear KoSS, Culford, Aug. 4, 1784. 

I this day received a letter from Lord Sydney, a copy of 
which I enclose with my answer. 

. I have too good an opinion of your good sense and judgment 
not to be very anxious to hear your sentiments on what I have 
done ; 1 know you will give them freely. If you iiave not seen the 
Bill, it may be necessary to inform you that the Commander-in- 
Chief has no more military patronage than any other member of 
the Council, and even the Council are tied down to give every 
promotion according to seniority, unless on some very extraordinary 
occasions, when they are to enter their reasons for deviating from 
that rule ; and if those reasons are not approved of, the appoint- 
ment is to be void. I cannot think by Lord Sydney’s letter 
that Ministry have an idea of my jiroposing myself for anything, 
and even if there were more desirable situations it would be an 
awkward thing enough to do. Wishing as I do not to go, I am 
afraid of my inclination so far getting the better of my duty, as to 
make me hang back too muclt I trust however that I have not 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Lobu SynNEV tq Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] 

My BBAB Lord, London, Aug. 9, 1784. 

I enclose to you the East India Bill, which will go to the 
Committee to-morrow. If there should appear in it any situation 
that would be agreeable to you, I am persuaded that you might 
command it. The East India Company are really desirous to trust 
their affairs to you ; and I need not say that the Ministry go at 
least as far, if not still farther beyond them. The Bill will be in 

N 2 
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do not suppose that it will be 


the Oommittee to-mon-ow, but I 
materially altered, if at all. 

There is an account just arrived of a peace with Tippoo Saib ' 
This IS an entirely private letter, and you mil have the^^oodness 

It as such, and answer me accordingly. Whatever von 
vdaSe™^ communicated to others shaU remain a soLt 

1 am, &c., 

Sydnmy. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lord SvnNEv. 

My dear Lord, 

. CuJlortl, Aug. 4, 1784 

™f«"iyiMlin«ti<jnmigl,U<ad me to ™Ii for rotiM- 

ESr“'“r‘r‘“ 

power infeurlnrl i i i , • ^ sensible that with tlie 

Governor-General and Stmidmll™ to 

SSsIfSSHSS 

^ ? <hsposxtion of the Ministry towards me J 

wnose habits of business would render In’m nin»i, Rcison, 

the oiiice than myself. I will SeVrnT 
favourite passion, and that 1 cinnot'Jve iH > J>ut !?f """“T ^ 

lodging my predUection for the miliW liuTl 1 

the command m India, being convinced^tbat in undertake 

^ribod.mtuaSoo of ihe AriXtaSLrf XT* “'°™' 

patronage, an officer could neitlier get credit to 1*^01? 1 ”“’’ 
tiaUy serve the public. ^ ^ 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

A very JisoraiifciMe peace was signed March II. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

DeAE EoSS, Culford, Sept. 3 , 1784 . 

Since I received Lord Sydney’s letter I have not heard one 
word about India, so that now I consider that business as abso- 
lutely and finally concluded ; indeed 1 can hardly tliink that Lord 
S. would sup|X)se from my letter that I would be Governor-General 
without being Ooinihander-in- Chief. I am satisfied with myself as 
to the manner the thing has gone off, and I believe all my friends 
and tlie world in general would have blamed me if I had shown 
more forwardness. 

The last accounts of H. Brodrick, of the 16th August, are so 
iniicli and so materially better, tliat I have great hopes ; there 
likewise are now great hopes of Lady CSiatliam s recovery, of whom 
we have long despaired. 

I know of nothing in this pari of tlie world worth your hearing. 
My children arc vastly well. 

1 am, dear Eoss, yours, &c., 

CoimvvALLis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieu r. -C olonel Ross. 

Dear Eoss, Brome, Sept. 19, 1734. 

Campbell ^ is certainly to bo Commander-in-Chief iii Bengal. 
My friend Lord S. is iji a scrape about SI open After waiting about 
six mouths, every day expeeding his appointment, he has found out 
that the Ministry have never rec^ommended bun to the Directoivs. 
I find, however, that ho will submit to go to command on the Coro- 
mandel coast, although Caniplxill should have a commission of 
General to command in chief in India, but I do not believe they 
intend that he should go at all. Jervis^ is to have the naval com- 
mand, hut I know nothing of the civil arrangements* I am now in 
the middle of the hurry and hustle of my month ® at Brome, which 
is not the pleasantest in the yean 

Phillipson is vastly well, hut T think he grows much deafer, and 
he has most provokingly left all Ins trumpets in London, whicli is 
hard upon me in our tetcB-a-tete. 

1 SirAicliibaW CampbulL He was made eeston, Jan. 17SS, to 1784; then Yantioutli, 

(R)\rernor of Madras, and Sir R, Hloper ulti- h^orfaJ-k, to 1790 ; then Wycombe, to Jan* 
mately Connnander-ui-Cbief in Bengal 1794 . Sir Andrew Mitchell was ultimately 

2 8ir John Jmis, K.B., cheated Kmd of appointed to this command. 

St, Vincent, May 27, 1797, b* Jan.. 4 9, 1734, ^ Lord -Cornwallis kept almost open honw 
d. -March 13 , 4824 ; m, June 5, 1783, Martlm# for about 'a month ovary year at Bromo, to 
thm. of Chief Justice Parltor. , M.r. for Laun-' nwntain' his Parliamentary infiuomjc at Kyo, 
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I look OH Ireland as gone ; and I do not tMnk that in the pre- 
sent temper and circumstances of this country^ we shall take any 
vigorous step to bring them to their senses.’ . . . 

I understand that Lord Euston^ is certainly to marry Lady Maria 
Waldegrave)^ which will be a blessed event for our friend Cliewton, 
and take almost all care from his shoulders. I cannot believe the 
story about the Lord-Lieutenant^ throwing the glass of wine. If 
tliere is any foundation for it, it must have been by some joke or 
accident. I fear my good accounts of Lady Chatham were prema- 
ture. I do not find that she mends at all, and I fear there are no 
hopes of her. Poor girl, how short was her hour of happiness ! 

My children are to be here on Saturday next. My brother 
William has had a smart fit of the gout, it is a little hard with 
his diet. If you have the same weather that we have had for these 
last three weeks, you will see the northern counties to great ad- 
vantage. j Boss, yours, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Mansfield Street, Not. 3, 1784. 

I never before, my dear Boss, sat down with regret to write 
to you. It grieves me to thinly of the concern this letter will give 
you, but you must hear the story. 

1 told you I , thought myself sure of Lord Waldegrave’s Govern- 
ment. I had, when 1 resigned the Tower, told the K — that, with- 
ont interfering with his arrangements, I should thankfully receive 
any mark of his favour in the line of my profession to which he 
might think my services might give me pretension, or words to that 
effect. His answer was, that nobody was nearer to his heart. A few 
days after my return to Culford, after my resignation, I received a 
letter from Lord Sydney, making the strongest professions of friend- 
ship in the name of the Administration, and saying that they wished 
they could offer me anything that I would take. I again answered 
that my wishes were confined to my profession, &c. &c. In a con- 


* TLerc was much impleasaiit feeling in 
Ireland — violent riots in Dublin— the agi- 
tation about the VoiunteeK still subsisting. 
In August, delegates elected in various places 
to "p.ronwte parliamentary reform, but the 
Aitorney-General prosecuted and convicted 
the aherifs who bad presided over the meet- 
ings held for that object. 

^ George Henry, of Huston, afterwards, 
March 14, l$U,4tbI>ukeof Gi'afton, b. Jan. 
14, 1760, d. Sept. 20, 1844; m. Nov, Id, 


1784, Maria, dan, oi James, 2nd Earl Walde- 
grave. M.P. for Thetford, March, 1782, to 
March, 1784 ; and then for the University of 
Cambridge till he succeeded to the Dukedom, 

. ^ Lady Mary Waldegrave, b. Oct, 11,1761, 
d. Feb. i, 1808. Her father, of whom Lord 
Cornwallis spojilcs as “Chewton,'^ had alieady 
succeeded to the Earldom. 

^ The Duke of RutlaiJid was much given 
to conviviality, and some such advcntitrc may 
poftsiWy have occurred, 
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versation I bad witli bim in May or June, about tbe East Indies, I 
said tliat I by no means wished to go ; that I did not think myself 
at liberty to refuse any situation in which I thought I could be 
useful with safety and honour to myself, but that I had much rather 
stay at home ; that although I was poor, I could live on a little ; 
and that I thought I had pretensions in the line of my profession : 
to which he answered, Nobody more, and the K — thinks it a shame 
that you and Sir G. Carleton have not better military appointments.’^ 
I know you will say, •why did you not ask for Plymouth then ? I 
answer, because I acted from the heart and not from the head. I 
knew what I had done for both 'K — and Ministry ; I thought they 
felt it as I did ; and I thought it rather indelicate, after what had 
passed, to ask for anything specific. 

When I heard at Culford of Lord W/s deatli, I again thought 
it indelicate to post up to town, trusting to the fi-icndship of the 
highest powers, and being convinced that I should hear from one 
or other before anything but the Guards was disposed of; besides 
Lord Chatham \yas at that time with me, which would have made 
it particularly awkward. I, like l^'alstalf, expected every minute 
to bo sent for till I saw Lord G. L.’s name in the Ga^ietio for Ply- 
mouth. I then thought it time to conic to town, especially as 
I was summoned on a court martial ^ to meet in a few days. I 
arrived in town last night, and saw Lord Percy’s^ name in the 
Gazette for the Grenadiers. Tins morning 1 went to Lord Sydney, 
and asked him whether my name had ever been brought in ques- 
tion as to the succession of any part of tlio militaiy promotions. 
He said that to be sure my name had been mentioned, and stam- 
mered. He then said that Lord G. L. had a sort of a promise of 
Idymouth, and that it was nut thought that I should like tlie 
Grenadiers: should I have liked them? I bid him say what he 
had to say, and I would answer him. He seemed to have nothing 
more to say ; I then said that if Lord G. L.% military pretensions 
were so much stronger than mine, or that the Duke of Bichnaond 

1 On Colonel DtWep: of tlie Engineers, who 1770, Fnmees, to. of Eeter Bnmll, Esq. of 
was tried fen' having written several iwpropw BeckenJxaia, and sister of F^ter 1st Lord 
letters to the Ouke of Jiichmoiid, the Mitsfcer- Gwydyr. The military aFpoiutraent men- 
Ooneral of the Ordnance, and for charging tinned in the text was his nomination ' to he 
him with partiality* He was found guilty of Captain and Colonel of the 2nd Troop of 
all the charges, sentenced to be reprimanded, ]Hoi*s6 Orenadier Guai’ds, afterwards, June 
and ordered to apologize to tbe Duke. Lord 1788, made the 2nd Uegi. of Life Guards. 
Howard de Walden was the president of the The Bake was ma<Ie Colonel of the Blues, 
Court. Bee. 30, 1806, hut resigned in a piqmj Dec. 

® Hugh, Earl Percy, afterwards, June $, 1812, and that was given to tlio Duke 

1786, 2ud Duke of Morthumheitod, K.(L, of Wellington. Lord Percy was M.P, for 
and a Genoial ; h. Aug. 2B, 1,742, d. July 10, ^ Westmjb»ter from May, 1768, till ho beoHme 
1817 5 m.Tst, July 2, 1764, ,Anno, dto. of ' !8tmi ‘Ferny on the death of his mother, Dec. 
John 8rd W of Bute* «id, Snd, Mdy''25, ■ 1770. 
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was so poYv'orfiil tliat tlieir caprices were at all events to be grati- 
fied^ that I must submit, although I could not conceive what pur- 
pose it could answer to Lord G. L. to exchange- from the Towner ; 
that as to the Grenadiers, though I should have been much disap- 
pointed at nothing else being offered to me, there appeared so little 
chance of anything falling in the military line that I should pro- 
bably have accepted them ; but that what hurt me most was the 
contempt and neglect with wLich I had been treated. He then 
told me that Lord G. L. had not even asked for Plymouth, but 
that the Ministry had offered it because they wanted tlie Tower for 
another arrangement, but that the K. wanted to give Plymoutli 
to Lord Townsliend. That answer^ you may suppose, satisfied me. 
Wanted it for Lord T., who had joined the party, to tie Iiis hands 
behind him ! I have now done for ever witli Kings and Ministers. 
You will not mention the part that relates to Lord T. I have just 
seen Gored who showed me a letter from Lord G. Lennox, saying 
that he left the Tower with regret, and did not wish the exchange. 
Adieu, You shall hear again soon. Yours, &c., 

COUNWALLTS. 

Eaul Cornwallis to Liecjt. -Colonel Ross. 

DeAE RoSkS, Mmisfipld Street, No^^ 0, 1784. 

I haye just received your letter of the 20th from Maize, and 
am glad to hear so good an account of Eallindallock As for the 
snow, we have had our Ml share in this country. 

I had this morning another conference with Lord S., at his 
request, and on his assurance that ho now was more master of the 
history of the disposal of Plymouth, and that he hoped to convince 
me that no slight was intended. He began by saying that wlien 
Lord G. L. took the Tower, the Ministry promised to remove him 
to Plymouth, and that they tlien considered me out of the question, 
as being intended for the siqu’emc command in India; that the 
present state oi‘ Ireland made it necessary to give up English Vice- 
l^j'casurcrs, and that they wanted the Tower to aceommodato Lord 
Eclge<mmbe,^ and ended with some boml>ast flummery, 

^ Major, itfimv.mls i'olonrl John (Sore, Blur. He Iiad hrld Home (Alices m the liouse- 
JDeputy Lieuteasmt oi' the I'owej’, b, 1724, IioM, auU 8ui*ceed,«Hi Lotd Connvallis an Vice- 
d, Maralif), 1794. He Imd been Lieu t-t.'olonel Treasuier of Irelaiul, May, 1771; resigned, 

Jan. 1773; then Captain of the Oentlemen 
^ George, 3j’d lord Edgoeumbe, made, Earl Peijwonor» to Maroh, 1782 ; and again Vice- 
of Mynni}‘|idgeouml«,-^ug. 18, 1789, b. March Tre«tHiticr of Jrtdand Ibom March, 1784, to 
3, 1721, d. Feb. 4, 1793; m, Aug, 0, I7t>l, Dec. 1793. M.C. for Kowoy, July, 1743, to 
Kmma, ontyllyu and heir of John (HIbtnt, Nor. 1731, when, on the death of liw bruthor, 
ArchbUiop of Ybifc. An Admiral of tin* May 13, 1731, he iK-camc a peer. 
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I told Mm tliat tlie promise to Lord G. L. could not be binding 
unless lie required it ; and that I had seen a letter from Mm to 
Major Gore, in which he said that he had rather have kept the 
Tower. But,” says I, why tell me this idle story ? The con- 
test lay between Lord Townshend and Lord Bdgecurnbe ; and you 
well know, and have already confessed to me, that neither King 
or Minister ever thought of me for it.” I then said that if the 
King or Mr. Pitt liad sent for me, and told me tliat my waiving my 
pretensions, and giving them a thousand pounds a-year out of my 
estate, was necessary for the support of Government in this country 
and for the affairs of Ireland, I would cheerfully have complied; 
hut that I could not bear without resentment the usage I had mot 
with ; that every fool I met in the street condoled with and pitied 
me. I then went on to I^ord Percy’s getting thc‘. Grenadiers, and 
stated liis behaviour to the King contrasted with mine. I then got 
u]), said I could talk no longer on the sul)ject, and wdsliod him 
good morning. He said, Wo must not part on these terms.” T 
answered, can part on no oilier,” and went out of the roonn 

There is an end of Iho second and last chaplcr ; and I am sacrificed 
to gratify that contempt i1)le iellow J^ord Edgeeumbo, to whom the 
Tower (*annot bo worth above dOCiZ. a-yeiir, as ho loses his half-pay 
as Admiral. God bless you, my dear Boss, I will keep up my 
spirits, bo frugal oi‘ my money, and I shall ever value your friend- 
ship as one of my greatest comforts. General Stopford ^ has got the 
btli Begimoiit, whidi four years ago the King was anxious to give 
to Medows. Believe me, &c., 

CoimWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to Likut.-Colomicl Ross. 

IJEAR Boss, WauHri^W street, Nov. 8, 3784. 

I did not feel (piite easy at having had no communication 
with any person but Lord Hydnoy. 1 therefore determined to send 
the enclosed letter to Mr. Pitt. 

1 think now 1 have done with this vexatious business. Our 
court-martial meets to-morrow, 1 trust it cannot last many ’days, 
and as soon as it is over I shall quit this town till the end of Feb- 
ruary. I have sometimes thought, if tlie war on the Continent 
should go on, of trying to get , to the Emperor. 1 am afraid it 

1 Ron. Edward Sto|)f«rd, sort of Japes, p. June 27, 1783, Lctitia, dnu. of William 
nt, Earl of Cotirtowu ; a Oeaeral, 'and C^olouel , Blacker, Esq. 

5th 'Rogt. 5 Ih Jiiuo, 1782, 'Oci 22, ITOi? 
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would be difficult to manage, and perhaps still more difficult to 
make myself useM to him. God bless you ! My hand is tired with 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. William Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Mansfield street, Nov. 8, 1784. 

As eyery transaction relative to myself with the present 
Administration has passed through Lord Sydney, and as I have no 
reason to be satisfied with liis Lordship’s conduct towards me, I feel 
an inclination to state to you the occurrences that have happened 
to me, wdth my feelings on them. You may cast your eye forward 
on the paper, and if you think it^ too long and uninteresting you 
need not read it. Lord Shelburne proposed to me, in May, 1782, 
to go to India as Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief How- 
ever disagreeable it might be^to me to abandon my family and con- 
nexions in England, I thought it my duty to accept the offer, pro- 
vided the affairs of India were so arranged that I could go with a 
prospect of being useful to my country. I afterwards confirmed 
my acceptance to the King, and held myself bound to him and to 
the public, to xmdertake that arduous command. When Mr. Fox 
and Lord North forced themselves into power, I thought that not- 
withstanding my sentiments on their coalition, it was not ja’opcrfor 
me to take any political part nntil the business of India was settled, 
I conceived that I remained still engaged to undertake the cibm- 
mand in that country, if the same conditions were pi*oposed ; and 
that if I declared war against the Ministers by the resignation of 
my place of Constable of the Tower, it would be a breach of the 
engagement on my part, especially as I received some civil mes- 
sages on that subject on their first coming into office. I therefore 
determined to keep aloof until the Indian affairs were brought to 
an issue, and to take no part in whatever plan might he agitated 
in Parliament, wdth full intention to resign my place as soon as it 
was over. Circumstances obliged me to change my conduct with- 
out time for any explanation. I felt that I had acted unhandsomely 
by the late Administration, by having kept a place under them, if 
not in a friendly, at least not in a hostile, manner, and watching 
tkO' %8t opportunity to join in ruining them. It then appeared to 
me tiiat' I ,liad no means of securing my character from so base an 
impuiktiem, but by resigning my office, and determining never more 
to accept of a., civil employmout. When I resigned, I told the King 
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of my determination, adding that if he at any time thought my 
military services deserved a mark of his favour in the line of my 
profession, I should gratefully accept it, but that I did not mean to 
distress his Government on my accoimt. A few days after this I 
received a very friendly letter from Lord Sydney, saying, in the 
name of the Administration, that they wished they could offer any- 
thing that I would accept. I answered, with the most sincere pro- 
fessions of friendship, that I could only accept something in my 
own line. Again, in a conversation with Lord Sydney about the 
latter end of last May, on Indian affairs, when it seemed impossible 
that the civil and military command could be joined, I told him that 
I was very glad to bo fairly off; that I had never wished to go ; 
that although I was poor I could Jive without it, and that I flattered 
myself I had pretensions in my own line ; to wliich he answered, 
“ Nobody has stronger,” and intimated that the King was of the 
same opinion. I was weak enough to imagine that the sacrifice of 
everything that was dear to me in this world to the King’s service 
in America, and my constant and, I believe he will allow, disinte- 
rested attachment to him for these last twenty years, had procured 
me a place in his Majesty’s affections ; I was vain enotigh to hope 
that my character and conduct abroad and at home had given me 
some small sliare in. tho esteem of Mr. Pitt. Judge what must be 
my feelings when I see these two groat personages, although dif- 
fering on some part of tho late an-angement, yet both agreeing to 
expose me to the world as an object of contempt and ridicule. Tho 
apologies made to me by Lord Sydney have only added insult to 
tho injury, and, I am sorry to say it of one whom I have sincerely 
loved, were of so disingenuous a nature tl)at I do not care to think 
of them. I told him, and told him truly, that had tho King, or had 
Mr. Pitt, sent for me, and told me that it was necessary for tlie sup- 
port of their government that I should not. only waive my preten- 
sions, but give up half of tho income of my estate, I would cheer- 
fully have complied, and gloried in the sacrifice. I have now. Sir, 
only to say that I still admire your character — that I have still 
hopes that your abilities and integrity wiU preserve this distressed 
country ; I will not be base enough, from a -sense of personal injiiry, 
to join faction, and endeavour, right or wrong, to obstruct tho mea- 
sures of Government ; but I must add, and with heartfelt grief 1 
do it, that private confidence pannot easily be restored. 

I have, &o., 

Goknwallih. 
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EaHL CORI^WALLIW TO LiEUT.-CoLONEL RoSS. 

My dear Ross, Mansfield street, Nov. 10, 1784. 

I tliis Bioriiing saw Mr. Pitt at his request, when after a 
long coiiYersation with great temper, he proposed to me to take 
the Tower ; I declined it saying, that though I should have had no 
objection to the Tower at first, on the supposition of Loixl G. L.'s 
preferring Plymouth, that now it was known that there had been 
a negotiation ; that it was not originally intended ; and that it did 
not come as a spontaneoas mark of the King’s or Mr. Pitt’s per- 
sonal regard or attention to my services, it would rather be con- 
strued into a political bargain. He said that he trusted both our 
characters would put us above such an imputation. He declared 
upon his honour, that, instead of intending me any slight, he wished 
to give me eveiy mark of his esteem and friendship ; that if he had 
inadvertently offended, he conlcl only ask pardon and offer any 
reparation in his power ; that he could give me no stronger proof of 
this than by offering me the Tower, which he again pressed me to 
take. I professed myself perfectly satisfied with this, and with 
much civil language, whicli I used throughout the whole conversa- 
tion without departing from a proper dignity, I desired some hours 
to consider of uiy acceptance : I have just notified it to him wdth 
assurance of total oblivion of all that has passed. I liave wrote a 
letter of the same sort to Lord Sydney, and so this disagreeable 
affair has ended better than we could have expected. I have not 
time to say more at present. Yours, &c. 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Corwalljs to the Riout Hon. William Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Mansfield Stiect, Nov, 10, 1784. 

The fairness and candour of yonr behaviour to me, and your 
obliging expressions of friendship, have determined me never to turn 
my eyes back to whatever fatality occasioned the disagreeable sub- 
ject of our conversation. I shall most thankfully, accept the Towesr 
from you, and I shall erase from my mind every idea that I could 
ever have been sliglitod by Mr. Pitt. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, Nov. 13, 1784-. 

I have notliing material to say, but that I have got tlie 
Tower, wRich in point of income and security I suppose to be as 
good as Plymouth ; the manner we will not talk of. Every thing 
lias been most perfectly cordial between Pitt and me, and with the 
others all is forgot and forgiven. I have been sitting on a coui't- 
martial on Colonel DebbiegD as the court is not yet dissolved, I 
can only say that we wore a miserable set of judges. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonkl Ross. 

Dear Ross, stuMi, nov. io, itsl 

Ah I have roetuved no answer to all my letters, I conclude 
that you have been still waiahwing about tlus country. I am ratlim* 
pleased to tliinh that you will rec(‘ive them all together, so that 
you will avoid in part th(‘. uneasiness which the first would have 
occasioned. Yon will not, howeve)-, think the whole injury done 
away, or be surjirised when 1 say, that I still feed most sensibly and 
seriously mortified. The behaviour of a ecirtain jau’sonage when I 
was prosonted was much as usual ; I tliouglit, considering all things, 
rather dry. 

Lord (leorge Gordon'^ is enlisting men publicly for the Dutch 
service, besetting tlu^ Treasury with mobs, and will probably soon 
set fire again to tlie town. j 

CoRNWALLIK. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Svijnev* 

My bear Lord, Oulford, Dec. 7, 1784. 

I am Sony I had left town before you sent to me. I have 
no desire to exchange the Tower for any other Governmeilt; but if 
Mr. Pitt should at any time wish me to do it, I- shall be much 
inclined to acquic^sco in any arrangement that may be agreeable or 
convenient to him. I inclose to you a letter which I have received 

^ Colonel, afterwards General Bebbieg, on Mario Antoinette. M.P. for LudKci-sball, 
B.B., b. 1731, d. June 27, 1810. aRrom Nov. 1774, to July, 1780. His nhare 

® Lord George Gordon (gfjdson of George in tiie, riots of 1780 is ^woll known. Ho wrote 
IL), son of Cosmo, 3rd Duke of Gwddn, E ' some violent and absurd leters to Blr. Pitt, 
pec. 25, 1751, d. titiinatriecl, Nov. 1, 1783, , ' with reforeuee to the subject above mentioned, 
in Newgate, Be was confined for a Hb^' for which see An. Reg. of this year. 
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from my old friend Chiarles O’Hara, not with an idea that yoit can 
render him any seiwice (knowing as I do how few things there are to 
giye, and how many persons there are ready to receive) ; but as he 
mentions some reliance on your good will towards him, that you may, 
if you please, have an opportunity of saying something civil either 
directly from yourself, or through me. His zealous services under 
my command, and the pains he took, and the success he met with, 
in reconciling the Guards to every kind of hardship, give him a just 
claim, independent of our old friendship, to my strongest represen- 
tations in his favour. j ^< 3 ^^ 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear EoSS, Culford, Dec. 21, 1784. 

I have received your letters of the 28th and 14th, and am 
glad your northern tour did not disagree with you. It is impossible 
that Ballindallock'^ or Lapland could produce worse weather than 
we have had tliis last fortnight. Lord Eawdon was here some days, 
but could get no partridge shooting, which we commonly have in 
perfection at this time of the year. 

East India matters must I think go ill. Our friend Dundas,*^ 
although a very clever fellow, is, I fear, but a short-sighted poli- 
tician. You know I was partial to a great part of Fox’s Bill. 
Eawdon talks of affairs in Ireland as still in a most dangerous 
way ; but I find he is hostile to the Castle, and I fear will soon be 
so to the ministry here, in spite of my endeavours to prevent it. 

Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ The seat of General Grant in Inverness- 
shire, now the property of Sir George Mac- 
pherson Grant, his heir. 

® Right Hon. Henry Dundas, created Vis- 
count Melville, Dec. 24, 1802, b. April 28, 
1742, d. May 29, 1811; m. Ist, July 18, 
17B5, Elizahoth, dau. of David Kannie, Esq., 
of Melville Castle; 2nd, April 3, 1793, Jane, 
dau. of John, 2nd Earl of Hopetown. M.P. 
for the county of Edinburgh from Nov. 1774 
to March 1784 (except for a few montlis in 


1782, when he sat for Newtown in the Isle of 
Wight), and then for the city of Edinburgh, 
till he was made a peer. Solicitor-General, 
and then Lord-Advocate, from 1775 to 1783; 
Treasurer of the Navy; President of the 
Board of Control ; and Secretary of State,' — 
generally holding two olBces at the same time, 
from Jan. 1784 to March, 1801. First Lord 
of the Admiralty from May, 1804, to May, 
1805. Keeper of the Signet from 1783 till 
his death. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Mr. Pitt’s offer of tlie Governor-Gcnoralship declined by Lord Cornwallis — 
Compensation to American Loyalists — Fortification of the Seaports — Mission 
of Lord Cornwallis to Frederick tlie Great — Their interview at Sans Soiici — 
Military Manoeuvres in Silesia — Lord Cornwallis accepts the Governor- 
Generalship — Sails from England. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Ross, Mansfield street, Feb. 23, 1785. 

I had hoped to see you so soon that I omitted writing. I 
am sorry your journey is postponed. 

I was again most violently attacked a fortnight ago to take the 
Grovemor-Generalship. Mr. Pitt's letter was kind and flattering to 
a degree, and he earnestly requested an interview. I agreed to go 
to him; our conversation was, however, rather superficial on the 
business, and he desired me to talk to Dundas. I easily found out 
from him that (after having lost sight of my going for six months) 
it was now taken up to prevent some disagreement in the Cabinet. 
He told me 'that it I would say I wDuld go, many things which I 
objected to in the Bill should be altered. I was well aware of the 
danger of a declaration of that sort, and indeed, from their manner 
of conducting India business ever since the Bill passed, their dis- 
agreements at home, and the circumstances attending the appoint- 
ment of their Generals,^ and the present sudden application to me, 
merely to get rid of a momentary rub amongst themselves, I was 
convinced it would bo madness in me to engage ; so that, after 
taking twenty-four hours to consider, I gave a very civil negative. 
I will tell you all this transaction more at large when we meet. I 
endeavoured to give this very important matter the fairest and 
most impartial decision in my own mind : I think I was not Massed 
by any improper love of ease, and I hope that I have acted for 
the best. The Ministers® ware so hard run last night on the 

<21 * Generals were bienk-^General * Attbeclose of tbe poll forWestaninster, a 

oloper, Bengal, Lient.-General Sir Jfohn 0iil- scrutiny was. granted by the returning officer. 

Madras, and Bi^dier-Genersf Lawrence ' the first session of the new Parliament the 
Neilson, Bcmhay* ^Lord OoriiWailla did Housse hf Coininons decided by large majoT'ities 

rate any orthem highly, and their stihse<l.uent 'that ft shoidd be continued, but a reaction 
eonduct rally justified Ms opinion, * , took place when it appeared that, after many 
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Westminster scrutiny, that it is supposed they must give it up. 
The most dangerous rock still is Ireland : how can they satisfy both 
countries ? ^ Besides, there are certainly dissensions in the Cabinet.^ 
Brodrick^'is past all hope, and* we may daily expect to hear 
the worst. My family are all well, and, with the rest of your 
friends, are impatient to see you. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Ea.rl Corjtw ALLIS TO Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, London, March 7, 1785. 

I was glad to find by your letter of the 1st that yon approve 
of niy conduct in n^gard to India ; I believe you linow how much 
I value your a})probation. As I am in the habit of running down 
frequently for a week to Culford, I wish you would let me know 

four or live days before you come up, 1 have assured that 

he need not be afraid of seeing you, for that you so totally despair 
of working any reformation, tliat you will not throw away a loctuix^ 
upon him. Indeed, he seems determined on the destruction of 
himself and his unfortunate children. As for his wife, it does not 
much signify. 

I had a letter this day from Grisdale, who tells me he shall bo 
in Paris by the first week in Apiil. Brodrick'^ continues much tiui 
I am your most affectionate friend, 

< lORNWAUUS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, « Mansfield street, April 2fi, 1785. 

Having understood from Colonel Hamilton"^ tliat you wislied 
me to explain my sentiments fully concerning him, 1 can with truth 


months' invcfstigation, the majority had not 
been reduced. Oju the night nlhuled to in tlie 
text, Feb. 21, two divisions took place. In 
the first Ministers had a majority of 20 S to 
145, but in the s('cori(l only 145 to IHfi. And 
on March 3 they wore beaten by 102 to 124. 
The return made next day, the numbers 
being 

On the Poll. On the Scrutiny. 
Hood.. G694 .. 6558 

Fot .. .. 6228 G120 

W»y 5998 .. 5895 

* This refers to Mr, Ktt’s proposal to place 
on a permanent footing the commercial regu- 
lations befeveen Fngland and Ireland, ' In the 


former country he carried his resolutions hy 
large majorities, but, in the latter, Mr, Orde, 
on Aug. 12, 1785, could only muhter 127 to 
108, and the plan was dropped. 

2 If these suj}posed dihsensfonfi in the Cabi- 
net ever exisM, they must have soon Ijeen 
made up, and certainly nothing resulted from 
them. No contempoiwy history or memoirs, 
nor any papers to which the iSditor has luui 
access, throw any light upon this allusion. 
'Idiere may have been some discussions on the 
subject of Parliamentary reform, a scheme 
obnoxious to most of Mr, Pitt's colleagues, but 
which nevertheless he brought on, April 18. 

^ Hon. Henry Brodrick, d. .Tune IG, 1785, 
4 Coloinel Hamilton, North <JaroIina regi. 
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assure you that I heard from all quarters that lie bore a most excel- 
lent character before the war ; and I can myself bear witness that 
he took the most fair and steady part, unbiassed by interested or 
vindictiTC motives, and that I sincerely believe him to be a bene- 
volent and worthy man. The peculiar hardship under which he 
labours, that his principal property being in trade, cannot come 
under the cognizance of the Commissioners,^ renders him an object 
of the greatest compassion. After having enjoyed for many years 
a most affluent fortune, with an unblemished character, he is now 
reduced to extreme poverty. His claims in America for the vast 
sums which are due to him are treated with contempt. You will 
easily believe that I would not have said all this for a man whom I 
did not think truly meritorious. j 

OOENWALLIS. 

The question of compensation to the American Loyalists had 
been repeatedly discussed in Parliament. All parties^ considered 
that tliey had an irresistible claim upon England, and united in 
condemning the coiidu(*t of the American Government, by whom 
the property of the Loyalists had been almost tmiversally confis- 
cated. It was pleaded in extenuation, that such confiscations were 
the acts of individual States, and not of the Federal Government. 
Such a defence was scarcely to be admitted, as Great Britain could 
not recognise any authority but the one with whom aU business was 
transacted. 

During the negotiations for peace in 1782-3 the English 
plenipotentiaries had made the utmost exertions to enforce these 
claims, the justice of which Franklin was unable to deny ; but as 
he was determined never to admit them, he endeavoured to parry 
the demand, by calling on the British Govcimment to pay for all 
the slaves who bad escaped, and for all the property which had 
been seized or destroyed in, the course of the war. The discussion 
terminated by the introduction of the 4th, 5th, and Gth ^Articles of 
the Treaty of Peace. By these it was stipulated, that Congress 
should recommend to the several local legislatures, that they should 
restore all estates belonging to real British subjects who had not 
borne arms during the war ; that all persons, including those who 
had been active partisans, should have twelve months to settle their 

i The claims of the Loyalists for compen- Colonel Thomas Dundaa, Commissioners to 
gfttion were submitted to Parliament July 8^ investigate and report itpon them. I’hey had 
17SS ; an Act of Parliament was passed nomi- each a salary of 1500A a-year, 
natittg Colonel Robert Kingston, John Wiimot, ® See the speeches of Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Daniel Parker Coke, John Marsh, and Burke, June 6, 1788. 

VOL. I* 
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affairs ; and it was also recommended, with, reference to this class^ 
that their property should be given back upon payment of the sums 
which had been advanced on the security of such property: 
that all bond fide debts should be paid ; that there should be no 
further ^prosecutions or confiscations. It was confidently asserted 
that these recommendations would be cordially adopted; but, 
almost without exception, the Courts of the several States evaded 
giving judgment in favour of British or Loyalist creditors, and in 
hardly a single instance were these stipulations carried into effect. 

The English Parliament therefore resolved to discharge what 
they considered a debt of honour. Commissioners, as has been 
already stated, were appointed to investigate the claims, and in 
1788 an Act was passed to indemnify the sufferers according to the 
following scale : — 

£10,000 .. Paid in MI. 

15.000 90 per cent. 

50.000 85 „ 

200,000 80 „ 

200,000 70 „ 

In each case 10,0007 was to be paid without deduction. A some- 
what similar scale was adopted with reference to incomes arising 
from professions and offices. 

Large sums were voted at different times to meet these 
demands, some of which, being of a special nature, were dealt with 
separately. In March, 1790, the following was the number and 
amount of the claims examined and allowed: — 

Pboctrty, Income. 

- ^ — 

Claims put in. Amount claimed. Allowed. Claimed. Allowed. 

2,291 .. £ 8 , 216,126 .. £ 8 , 033,090 .. £ 113,438 .. £ 84,218 

Of which 2,096,326?. for property, and 54,458?. for income, had 
been paid. There still remained 316,764?. for property, unpaid, 
besides three large claims’ specially reported to Parliament, and 
which they were to adjust. Included in the aboTe was about 
114,000?. for losses in East Florida. 

The conduct of the State Courts was often brought under the 
notice of the American Government. At length, in 1794, a con- 
vention was entered into, under which English and American Com- 
misnoners were appointed to sit at certain towns in America, and 
there instigate the amount fairly due by American debtors. The 
AmeiicsiU Commissioners tried ovory subterfuge to avoid giving 

' Pentt, WO,C,OCI. j tW'Eiirrl of OranviHe, 60,000/. ; Lord Fairfax, (f 0,000/. 


Claims under 

,5 

Claims above 
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any decisions. At times they refused to sit at all. At length 
1,420,000?. was adjudged to be due. Still the Government declined 
to pay it, and it was not till 1803, that a sum of 600,000?. was 
offered, and, in despair of obtaining strict justice, acceirted by 
England. Thus, after a lapse of more than twenty years, only 42 
per cent, of the capital was paid, and nothing allowed for interest. 


In 1784 it was proposed to take a vote of 50,000?. on account 
of fortifications at the seaports; but the objection having been 
raised that no information on the subject had been laid before Par- 
liament, the vote was withdrawn. In 1785 the King nominated a 
Board of Land and Sea Officers to investigate the whole question, 
of which the Dulre of Eichmond, -their Master-Genonil of the Ord- 
nance, was President. The Board consisted of eleven military and 
three naval officers. To these were added three military and four 
naval officers when they met at Portsmouth, and three naval ofiicers 
only, at Plymouth.^ The views of the Duke of Eicdmrond as to the 
imperative necessity of extensive works were, on the whole, sup- 
ported by the land officers, who almost unanimously approved of a 
system of detached forts, and recommended that the Crown should 
purchase all the lands' in their vicinity, that no private buildings 
might be erected thereon. The sea officers coincided generally 
with these opinions, but a few of each service accompanied their 
assent with such provisoes and hmitations as to render it almost 
nugatory. 

Mr. Pitt, on February 27, 1786, brought forward the plan of 
which a large majority of the Board had approved. He was 
opposed by most of the Whig party, reinforced by the pretended 
lovers of economy, by the hunters after popularity, and by ‘some 
few local members, whose constituents imagined their properties 
would be injured. On a division, the numbers were equal— -169 on 


I 


For both places, 

Lieut.-General Sir Guy Carletou* 
„ Sir Wiilmm Howe. 

„ Earl Cornwallis. 

„ Sir Darid Lindsay. 

,, Sir C. Orey. 

Major-General Fattison. 

„ Cleveland. 

„ BranaLam. 

Green. 

n Roy. 

„ Garth. 

Vice-Admiral BaiTington. 

Captain Hotliam, R.N. 

Sir A* Hawnttond^ R.N. 


For Portsmouth only, . 

Lieat.-General Lord G. Lennox. 
,, Bnrgoyne. 

,, Earl Feroy. 

Eear- Admiral Lord Hood. 
Captain Bowyer, B.N, 

,, .T. Luttrell, R.N. 


For Plymouth only, 

Vice-Admiral Milbanke. 
Rear-Admiral Graves. 
Captain Macbrid©» R.N. 


c 2 
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each side — and the Speaker, Cornwall, gave Ms casting vote against 
Government. Time has since proved this decision to have been as 
unwise as it has ultimately been expensive. 

Eael Coenwallis to Lieut.-Coloxel Boss. 

Dear Boss, Portsmouth, May 2, 10 P.M., 1785, 

We have had a most tiresome day ; there is, however, some 
arrangement, and, though the prospect at present is tremendous, I 
have hopes that it will go off quicker than people at present expect. 
In the King’s instructions a wish is expressed that we may be able 
to make our report the first week in June. We have this' moment 
left off business, and we meet to-morrow morning at six o’clock. 
As I am to be up so early to-morrow, you will excuse my saying 
more to-night. Our respective opinions are not to be divulged. 
You shall hear from me again in a day or two. Grey is here. 

Tours, &c., 

COEKWALLIS. 

Eael Coenwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross, 

Dear Boss, Portsmouth, May 3, lOf 1785. 

The Board sat from six this morning till four in the after- 
noon, and from seven this evening till ten. The intermediate time 
was filled by a most disagreeable dinner of three hours. Suppose 
to yourself the utmost of all human misery, and your supposition 
must fall ^eatly short of our condition. Being at sea in a gale of 
wind on a lee-shore would be luxury. God only knows when our 
misfortunes can end ; I think they may last two or three months. 
Tell all my friends that they must not expect to hear from me, and 
to be satisfied if they do not see in the papers that I have hanged 
“yseK. ever, 

OoRNWALlilS. 

Eael Coenwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Portsmouth, May 4, 10 f.m., 1785. 

I think the prospect to-day rather brightened ; wo undcr- 
sfend that the question on the Irish propositions is to come on next 
Wednesday, and I think everybody seems to hope that the business 
here may be finished, so that the Members may be finally dismissed 
from hehb© by that time, to meet us at Plymouth on Monday 
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sennight. If this should take place, we may flatter ourselves that 
three weeks at Plymouth may finish all. I am too tired and sleepy 
to attempt to give any account of our proceedings. 

Yours ever, 

COENW’'ALLIS. 

We live at tlio King’s expense, so that at least, I shall grow 
rich. 


Eael Cobnwallis to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear KoSS, I’ortsmoutli, May 8, 1785, Siintlay night. 

I passed ten hours and a half at the Board both on Friday 
and yesterday. This day was a holiday, and 1 have })qvii all day 
on the Gosport side, and had a very plcusaut ride and qiiicd dinner 
with Moncrieffo^ and Ilaldaiio. Our proceedings are the most 
extraordinary and the most tiresome thai. you am eonecive. Tlio 
King’s instructions, drawn up of (*ourso l>y tln^ Diiho, contain alaait 
a thousand questions, nineteen in twenty of wliich arc manly sell- 
evident propositions, but few of them so cl<‘ar]y drawn as not to 
admit of some cavilling, to which many of us are much inclined: 
the Dube himself puzzles the cause very much. Cariekm and 
Grey never will admit that the intended works are strong enough, 
and would readily agree to erect twenty fortresses here, and as 
many at Plymouth, as strong as Bergen op Zoom ; Bir D. Ijindsay ^ 
is likewise of that opinion ; the only two who oppose all fortiliea- 
tions are Percy and Burgoyne. This is for your private ctar. Of 
all the blockheads and sycophants in the world, 1 believe General 
is the greatest. I will, if possible, write you one lino to- 
morrow after the Board breaks up, to tell you ray tliouglils about 
coming to tovm. Moat sincerely yours, 

COOTWALLIS. 

Earo Cornwaijuis to Liect.-Colonel Boss. 

DbaE Boss, Plymotitb, May 24, 1788. 

I this morning received yours of the 21st. The arrival of 
Macbride® wiU probably cause a delay of a day or two, but I think 

' CdoiielMonoriefifojE.E.j Cl. July, 1794. * OuptalaJoJmlilMbride, afterwards Admi- 

2 tictti-Ociaeral Sir Dowd EJndsay, Bart., ral of the d. feh. 17, 1800 ; m. July 14, 
atewards General aiad OoIoubI 59fih Regh, b, 1776; Urwla, da^i. of William Ffolkes, Esa., 

17S0, A Mayoh 27, 1797 ; m. aad oi Sir J’folkea, Bart. M.F. 

lotte, of Sattmel long, IS%, Flywoutt from 1784, to Juae, 

aaa widow of Elite, " ' , 1790. Ho iupported Lord Percy* « views# 
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we shall certainly get away by Sunday the 29th, and that, con- 
sidering all impediments, I can safely lay my account to my being 
in town on the 1st. 


The D. of R. has expressed the most earnest and flattering 
desire that Charles Lennox' should be one of our party, and I 
thought it best, on every account, to acquiesce readily in it. I 
shall not write to Haldane till I see you; but, as he left the possi- 
bility of Hs going very much in doubt, and did not express the 
smallest incHnation towards the expedition,® I trust he cannot be 
angry. Charles Lennox is a fine, good-humoured, unaffected lad, 


no pride or buckram, and will one 
is stiU here. 


day be a popular D. of E. 
Believe me, &c.. 


Fox 


COENWALIilS. 


P.S. If you should have anything to say to me about the 
Clothing Board, or about General Bathurst going to Clarendon,® 
you will send a letter for mejto the White Hart at Salisbury, to bo 
left tiR caUed for. The new mail-coach goes to Salisbury. 


The state of Europe, and especially of Germany, was at this 
time very critical. The Empress of Russia' had been rapidly 
increasing her possessions at the expense of the Porte, and had 
seized the Crimea and other territories in that quarter, encouraged 
by the Emperor Josepli,® who was desirous of the support of 
Russia, to enable him to carry out various schemes of aggran- 
dizement. Among other plans, he wished to persuade th(^ Elector 
of Bavaria® to cede to him his hereditary dominions, receiving 
in exchange the Austro-Belgic provinces, with the title of King. 
France seemed disposed to consent to this arrangement; but 


* Charles Lennox, eldest son of Lord George 
Lennox, and afterwards, Dec. 29, 1806, dfh 
Luke of h'ichmond, b. Lee. 1, 1703; 

d. Aug. 28, 1819, at Montreal, of the bite of 
a mad fox ; m. 8ept. 9, 1783, Charlotte, <hiiL 
of Alexander, 4th Duke of Oordem. A (ieneral 
and Colonel 35ih Hegt. H o waa prewnt, as an 
amateur, at the battle of Waterloo. Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland from April, 1807, to 
Au^* 181S, and Govemor-Oeneral of Canada 
1818, till bis death, M.P, for the 
oounfcT -of Sussex from Nov. 1790 till he sue- 
lo' tLe Lukeiom. 

' ifcop ' flbfnWUs’s intended visit to the 
rrdssi^'jfwftews.,' ' \ ‘ 

:Claron^on,/ Salisbury, the seat of 

General, 

Gatbem'e, EnWa, dati. of 


Christian Augustus, Prince of Anhalt Korbst, 
k May % 1729; d. Nov. 7, 179G; m. Hept. 
1, 1745, Petor III. She was proclaimed 
Empress July 0, 1762, and Peter died four 
days attcr, 

Josepli 11., Emperor of German y,b. March 
13, 1741 ; (I Feh. 20, 1790 ; m. latq Oct 0, 
1700, Maria Isabella, dan. of Philip, Infant of 
Spain and Duke of Parma; 2iuL Jan. 23, 
1 7 05, Maria J osophine, dam of Charles A Ibort, 
Elector of Bavaria, ami Jan. 17, 1742, Em- 
peror of Goimany. 

® Charles 1’hoodow, Hector of Bavaria, 
k Deo. 11, 1724; d, Fok 10, 1709; m. lit, 
Jan. 17,4742, MaMe Eiiatbeth Alolso, dau. 
of Joseph Chatlw, 'Comte Palatine rle 
baoh ; 2nd, Feb. Ik 3795, Marie Leopoldine, 
dati. of Ferdinand, Archduke of Autetrk. 
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Pmssia, in concert with several of the smaller states, among 
which was Hanover, strongly objected to any augmentation of the 
power of Austria in Germany. 

Joseph was also at this moment embroiled witli Holland about 
the navigation of the Scheld, which he was determined to open by 
force, if necessary ; but this dispute was settled by the interven- 
tion of France, between which country and Holland an alliance 
was soon after formed. That alliance, however, was intended to 
supjmrt the democratic party, not that of the Stadtholder ; ' and, 
but for the enei-getic interference of the successor^ of Frederick the 
Great, France would, two years later, have succeeded in her plans, 
and, as Frederick remarked to Lord Coimwallis, have governed 
Holland through her ambassador. 

In the Memoirs of hlr. Fox, Luj-d John llussell has printed a 
despatch, written just before Mr. Fox re,signi.*d the H(ails. I’hore, 
appears to be some doubt whether tin’s despatch was actually sent; 
but if it were transmitted to Berlin, it is clear that it must have 
given the imjuession tljat Eiigland was all but ruim.sl, and was 
totally unable to resist her eneini<js. In any cuko, the tone of tins 
Foreign Office must have inspsired all contineutal states with a 
thorough contcmpjt for this (sountry ; and it is not therefore sur- 
prising that Frederick Avas disjmsed to place so little reliance on 
om- exertions or promises. What effect the conversation with Lord 
Cornwallis produced on his mind it is impossible to say. lie was 
taken ill on the 18th of September; and though his healtli im- 
proved ranch, he never recovered his strength, and died in the 
August of the ensuing year. 

In consequence of the unsatisfactory aspwet of affairs, Comte 
Lusi,® the Prussian Minister at the Court of St. James’s, hinted 
that if a j)erson of rank and high character could go to Berlin 
as a confidential agent, though without any ostensible mission, 
Frederick would be more likely to open his mind to him tlmn to 
Lord Ualrympde,* the English Minister at that Court. As Lord 
Cornwallis pTOposod visiting tho Continent in the course of the 
summer, in order to attend the Prussian reviews (a favour hut 

1 Wiiliam V., Friwee of Orange, b* March ® ComU Bpiridion .ttisf, a native of Ccplia- 
8, 1748 ; d. April 9, 1808 j m. Qct 4, 1767, Ionia, 'h d* Bept, 1, 1815; a Lieut- 
Frederica Sophia WUhelmina, 4au. of Angus- Octtewl, Mi'nter in London from 1780 to 
tus William, Prince of Prus^la^ ' 1788* 

» BVederick William IL, King of F'rassi% John, Tkcount Balrymido, altiirwiirds 
b. Bept. 25, 1744 : d, ,Nov: 16, 17W } m. Ut, ,Oet, li\ 1789, 6th Karl of h. Bpot. 24, 
July 14, 1765, fclteab^lh, dam ofQharks, 1749; d. May 81, 1821, uum. He had served 
Duke of Brunswick 1 2nd,; July 15, 1789, In America, waa Minister in Folmid from Jam 
Fredortoa Loui»% dau*of Locife,Landgravnof 1789 to 1784, and then at Berlin to Aufc 
LDsse Darmstadt/ , ' ‘ ' 1787, 
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sparingly granted by Frederick), it seemed impossible to select a 
fitter person for tliis mission. Before lie left England, lie received 
verbal instructions, but tliey were not oflS.cially communicated in 
writing till September 2. 

Feederick IL‘ to Earl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Je me fais un plaisir d’avance de vous voir an camp 
de mes trouppes en Silesie, comnie vous me raunonec?^ par votro 
lettre dii 3 de ce mois. Vous pouvez compter d’y eire acciieilli avec 
tons les cgards dfis k votre m6rite, et sur ce, jo prie Dieu qu’il vous 
ait, My Lord, en sa sainte et digne garde. Fin > eric. 

A rotsjJam, le 9 Aoilt, 1785. 

Au Lord Cornwallis, Lieatenant-Gene'ral au service 
de la Grande Bretagne. 


Sm James Harris® to the Marquis of Carmarthen.® 

[private.] 

My DEAR- Lord, Hague, Friday, Sept. 9, 1785. 

I could devise no other safe and expeditious mamier of con- 
veying your letter to Lord Cornwallis than by despatching Brooks 
with it, with orders to find him out wherever he is. lie therefore 
set out in the Trackschuyt ou Monday evening, with instructions to 
assume the name and manners of a common traveller as long as lie 


^ It is well known that he had a particular 
dislike to a letter which occupied more than 
one page, and that he always began his own, 
and expected that all addressed to him should 
begin, at the top of the page. This, and a 
subsequent one, dated Sept. 24-, fom no excep- 
tion to the rule. This, consisting of four lines 
and a half only, is written at the very top of a 
sheet of letter-paper, the address being quite 
at the bottom ; the signature is in a very small 
cramped writing. The other letter is pre- 
cisely similar, it consists of four lines only. 

2 Sir James Harris, K.B., created Lord 
Malmesbury Sept. 19, 1788, and made Earl of 
Malmesbury Dec. 29, 1800, b, April 9, 1749, 
d. Nov. 21, 1820 ; m. July 28, 1777, Harriet 
Maiy, d^u. of Sir George Amyand, Bart. At 
the date of this despatch ho was Mimster at 
the 'Hague. He was employed in the Diplo- 
tnatfc' S^rviee at Madrid, Berlin, St, Peters- 
bur|h, thte Paris, ,and , Lisle, rUmost 

without liitei*npUon> Aom 1767 till 1797. 
His paMisLed by the present 

Lord pwesthat,,itt bis anxiety 

to obiaibi 'fnfof:^TOoh>' was "not always 
veiT serupuloqs as' id tte . ; Op anee* 


dote, not given there, is, it is believed, quite 
authentic. When Mini.ster at ■ — it was 
of great importance to obtain possession of 
the secret instructions given to one of his col- 
leagues. All other means having failed, lie 
carried to a successful issue un intrigue with 
Madame de , a near icdation of the mi- 

nister in question, and througli her obfainwl 
the papers. M.P, for Christchurch in the 
intervals of his diplomatic employimnts hi 
the parliaments of 17G8, 1780, and 3784. 

® EraniLs, Marquis *of ( Virmarthen, after- 
wards, March 28, 1789, 5ih Duke of Leeds, 
b. Jen. 29, 1751, d. Jan. 81, 3790; im 1st, 
Nov. 29, 1778, Amelia, dan. and sole heir of 
Robert, 4th and last Earl of Holdemess; 2«c4 
Oct. 13, 1788, Catherine, dan. of Thomiw 
Anguish, Esq., a Master in Chancery. A 
Lord of the Beilchamber, and then Lord i1inm- 
berlain to the Queen from 1776 to 1780; 
Secretary of State from Dec. 1783 to Jtme, 
1791 ; Si P. for Eye for a few months hi 
3774, and for Helaion for about m long in 
1775, Called, tip 'to the. Eouw bf Lords' as 
Baron Oabome May 14, 1776. 
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remains in tlie territory of tlie States, wliicli lie probably -will get 
out of on Tuesday. He then is to pass for a valet-de-cliambre of 
Stepney,^ settle his mastex^’s affairs, and to pass through 

Hanover and Brunswick, where he is to inquire for Lord Cornwallis ; 
and then to proceed for Berlin, where, if he does not find him, 
Mr. Ewart ^ will at least put him on the rig] it scent. As I foresaw 
the Princess of Orange^ would and must know indeed ultimately 
of liis arrival at Berlin, I felt the chance of losing her confidence, 
if I kept the despatching Brooks a secret from her. I did not tlicro- 
fore only make a virtue, but a civility (full as essential in politics) 
of necessity, and immediately after llie receipt of the mail which 
brought me your last letters I went to the House in the Wood/ 
under the pretence of introducing Lady Mary Duncan,^ who is now 
here, and told her I had despatched a special messenger to 
Mr. Ewart. .... 

I am sure yon will laugh at the idea of my having made Lady 
Mary Duncan subsorvieni to political puiposijs; but 1 v'oiiJd have 
employed her even in a more proposlm’ous way, if it had been 
essential towards (‘arrying a material point. 

I arn, &c., ‘ 

J. JIabeis* 


^ Eaul Cornwallis to Lxeut.-Colonel Ross. 

Dear Boss, Berlin, sopt. % im. 

1 wrote to you from Broslaw a long and confidential letter, 
but when 1 road it over, I was afraid to send it, and put it in the 
fire. You shall have a lull detail when I (tome to England, which 
will be about the end of next month. Hufliee it to sixy that on the 
whole, from the first person 1 mot, 1 have been throughout rather 
disappointed. I intend after the Potedam maiKcuvres, which end 
the 23rd, to go to Oassel, and return to the Magdebm^g inspection, 
which is under the Duke of Brunswick,® on the 10th, 11th, and 12th 
October, and then return directly to England. Our old Oeneral, 


1 Sir Jolm Stepney, 7th Bart, k 1744? 
d. Oct 1811, iinm. M.lt for Monmouth 
Boroughs from Nov. 1707, to March, 1788. 
The third Bart, m, Justina, dau. of Vandyke, 
Sir John was succeeded by his brother, the 
■well-known Sir Thomas Stepney. 

® JoH(‘ph Bwart, h 1759 ; d, Jan. 27, 1792 ; 
xn. 1785, I<'Iizal)(‘th Frederhpie, Comtosso von 
Warterskiben, lie was Secretary to Sir John 
Stej>nc}r in 1783, Bccroiary of Legation at 
Bcrlhifrom 1785 to 1787, and then Minister 
there to Dec. 1791. 


Wife of William T., Prince of Orange, b- 
Atig. 7, 1751, d. June 9, 1820. 

^ The residence of the Stadtliolder, situated 
at the exti’cmity of the lai’ge wood, liearly two 
miles in length, which joins the Hague. 

^ Lady Mary Duncan, d. of Backyille, 7th 
Karl of Thanct, b. 1723, d* (act 'ordiug to 
Collins) July 5, IBOO; m. Sept 10, 1703, 
Sir William Duncan, Bart., Phywidan to the 
King, 4ttid uncle to the l$t Lord Dtmcan, 

® The Duke of Brunswick in 1758, 
the Hereditary Prince. 
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Duke Ferdinand^ looked mucli better than I expected, and received 
me very graciously. Abercrombyd Musgrave/ Symes;^ and tlie pre- 
cise and buckram Dim das ^ are here. La Fayette‘S and I were tbe 
best friends possible in Silesia. He is gone to Vienna, but returns 
for tlie Potzdam manoeuvres. I have hitherto proceeded on the 
business® wliich you know of, as well as I could expect. You must 
suspend your curiosity on all the subjects which I have not touched 
upon, till my return to England. 

Your ever faithful and affectionate friend, 

CoEisrwAiJus. 

Joseph Ewart, Esq., to tiijs Marquis of Carmarthen. 

My Lord, Berlin, Aug. 30, 1785. 

. . . Every possible mark of attention was shown by the 

King to His Eoyal Highness the Duke of York ; and Lord Corn- 
wallis and Groneral Grenville had the honour to dine every day with 
His Majesty I &c., 

Jos. EWAllT. 


The Marquis of Carmarthen to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Private and Confidential.] 

My LoEB, St. James’s, Sept. 2, 1785. 

Count Lusi, the IVussian Minister, having repeatedly men- 
tioned to me the King, His Master’s, desire, of having it in his power 
to communicate to His Majesty, hy the means of some confidential 
person, his sentiments respecting the present general state of Illuropo, 
I am commanded by the King to inform your Lordship, that it is 
His Majesty’s pleasure that you sliould acquaint the King of IMisaia 
of your being duly authorised to confer with His Majesty on any 
points, wliich it may appear to him expedient to communicate to the 


* Colonel Abercrombj, afterwards Lieut.- 
General the Right IIoii. Sir Ralph Abercrombj, 
K.B., Colonel 2nd Dragoons, b. Oot, 7, 1734, 
d. March 28, 180t, of wounds received at the 
battle of Alexandria, March 21 ; ra. Not. 17, 
1767, .Mary Anne, dau, of John Menzies, Esq^,, 
of Femtou. She was created Baroness Aber- 
oromby, May 28, XSOL 
' * Colonel, afterwards Oeneml Sir Thomas 
Bari, Colonel 76th Kegt., b. 

1S'12, unmarried. 

‘ "®, hlehard Syme®, afterwards 

^ad a Brip.di'er-Oen@ral, 
woaweW!'''4fe % ditffeihre «f Guadalospe, July 
2, 179^, 'ai4,L;«lioi€y 
^ ' Colonel,: Stda*, Sr Barid 


Oundas, K.B., b. 1735, d. Feb. 15, 1820, m. 
Cimrlotte, duu. of General Oliver Be Liinc'ey, 
a G(‘neral and Colonel Ist Dragoon GinudH, 
Commander-ia-cbief from March, 1809, to 
May, 1811. He was the first officer who 
introdncod into the British army a itiiiforai 
system of manoeuvres, which he based n|K)ti 
the Prussian model, but he wm so itric*t a 
martinet that bis regulations were too pro- 
ci.se to be always carried out, and they have 
since been ranch modified. 

® Lord Cornwallis never again mot La 
Fayette, of whose talents and judgment he 
bad not a high opinion, though ho though t 
him well meanlngl 

« The wiseion to the Court of Berlin. 
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King in tlie most secret and confidential manner ; at tlie same time 
your Lordship will not fail to assure His Prussian Majesty of the 
King’s friendship and good will towards him. 

The earnest desire of the King of Prussia to open a more direct 
and confidential intercourse with England, I am apt to believe 
originates rather in a desire of sounding the intentions of this Couth 
than from any real intention of a fair and candid communication 
either of future views or even of present opinions : it behoves us, 
however, at all events to cultivate tliis apparemt friendly conduct on 
the part of that Prince, and, by not committing ourselves, meed him 
precisely upon Ixis ground. 

I had the honour of stating to your Lordship, previous to yonr 
departure for Berlin, that before any serious connexion could ho 
entered into with Prussia, it would be absolutely lujcesKary io know 
how far that power might he depended upon in to Jh'uncHe 

and whether the former intercourHO heiwt^cn tlu.m was either diniL 
nished or maintained; and the only cirinmistuuc^e which could pro- 
bably totally break that intoreonrse would b<.? the Kiiig of JVimsia 
discovering some new plan of uggrandk<anent, projc‘c*ted Ijy tlui 
Emperor in concert with, and to ho supported by, tlie Court of V<^r- 
saillcs. Should such an event take place, tliis eoniitry must then 
give up all hopes of an alliance with the Emperor ; at tlu^ same 
time Prussia could no longer reckon upon the assistance of Franco ; 
and in that case it might be pradent for England and Pmasia to 
form a more close and intimate connexion* 

In the mean time, however, it will be highly expedient to Hshm 
with attention to any proposal the King of Prussiti may make, citlicr 
in respect to the future conduct of the two Courts in Kussia or in 
Holland, or to the general system he may think they should pursue 
in case the Emperor and France should evidently be acting in 
concert, so as to endanger the public tranquillity by the attempting 
any new project of aggrandissomeiit or ambition. 

Every degi*ee of information in regard to that Prince's senti- 
ments upon these points will be of importance for His Majesty to 
be apprized of ; and the high opinion wldch the King of PmsBia, 
in common with the rest of the world, entertains of your Lordship’s 
character, will probably induce him to be more communicatives to 
you tipon these subjects, than to any other person Uk Majesty could 
have honoured with so confidential a commission. 

Your Lordship will not fail to observe, that in tho present 
situation of affairs, it is our wish rather to listen to what iniiy be 
proposed by His Prussian Majesty than to make any dlmvi proposal 
on our pari Former transactions have convinced this Court of the? 
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great caution necessary to be observed in every transaction with so 
artful as well as so experienced a character in every branch of 
political intrigue ; and therefore it behoves us more than ever, at a 
moment like the present, to proceed with that degree of caution 
and circumspection as will neither engage us too deeply on the one 
hand, nor on the other, prevent that Prince from listening to any 
proposals of a more direct tendency towards friendship and alliance, 
should future circumstances oblige us to wish for such a connexion. 

Your Lordship will have the goodness (whenever you think 
proper to write upon the subject of any conversation you may have 
with the T^iug of Prussia) to send your letters by some safe con- 
veyance to Sir James Harris at the Hague, who will take cam to 
forward them, as the common post is by no means to be trusted. 

I am, &e., 

Cabmaethen. 


Joseph Ewaut, Esq., to the Makquis op Caumarthen. 

[Private,] 

My Lobd, Sep^- ^0, i78r». 

. . . Lord Cornwallis not liaying an o]jportTinily of con- 
versing in privato with the King of IVussia in Silesia, I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship, by his particular direction, an 
account of the steps he has taken since his arrival here. 

As it was necessaiy His Prussian Maje^sty should be 
for giving an audience at Potedam, I aecoiupanicd Lord CornwalJiH 
to Mons. Hertzberg’s^ on the 8th ; and the following is the substanco 
of the communication made to that Minister in his Lordship’s own 
words : — That the King had commanded me to assure His PrusHian 
Majesty that the connexion formed between them by the Germanic 
Association gave him great satisfaction, esiiocially as ho hoped it 
might lead to a more intimate and closer connexitm between 
England and Prussia, which was a thing His Majesty most carnoBtJy 
desired. That although the finances of England had suflered by the 
late expensive war, yet that had not been in a greater proportion 
than those of her rivals ; and by the plan of strict economy which 
was adopted, and the fiourisHng state of her commorco, there could 
,dotibt that England would be able to support her weight and 
'dlpihiyi with tile other powers of Europe. That Lord Oarmarthen 

‘A’ Oowte H^rtzberg, ia. tbo publio sorvic<&, and darfa^ aiostof tl«t 
b, 173^,, d. -Mar 2?, tlwas wistiag the Camtc’ de Ifiiwkeastaitt la 

h&rottwi laa'aad the Fewign 
ICayphawea*' ' Ee/W- 'hitoriy W yearg 
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had assured me that the members of the Cabinet entertained tfee^ 
same wishes which His Majesty had expressed, and would be glad, 
by endeavouring to render mutual good services, to lay the founda- 
tion of a firm and lasting alliance. That I (Lord Cornwallis) was 
charged with no negotiation, having been commanded, as a Military 
man, to see the Prussian troops ; and that His Majesty and His 
Ministers seizing such an opportunity of making these strong pro- 
fessions of His Majesty’s friendsliip, was a convincing proof how 
sincerely they preferred a Prussian alliance to that of any other 
power. 

It is unnecessary to say anything of Mons. Ilertzberg’s senti- 
ments expressed on the occasion, as they have already been so often 
mentioned to your Lordship, and he immediately wrote an account 
of this conversation to the King. But as Lord Cornwallis made 
nearly the same communication to Count Finckenstein^ yesterday, 
it may not he amiss to give some account of his very favourable 
answer. His Excellency said that he should have the immediate 
opportunity of acquainting the King his master verbally with Ms 
Lordsliip’s report, and that he was persuaded he would bo highly 
sensible of so respectable a testimony of the King’s, and of the 
flattering mark of attention shown by His Majesty and His Ministers 
in the employing his Lordship to give such assurances. That no 
doubt could bo entertained of the sincerity of the King of Prussia’s 
professions to England, after the eventual engagements which had 
been already 'formed on the principle of the mutual interests of the 
two Courts, which coincided so perfectly in every point. And that 
m the groat object of both was the preservation of peace, His 
Prussian Majesty concciYos that every purpose could bo answered 
at present by a general concert of measures, without exciting the 
Jealousy of our rospoctivo rivals, by contracting a formal alliance. 
But that, at the same time, tlio King of Prussia was ready to render 
eroTj service in Ms power to England, which might not be incom- 
patible with our mutual pacific system. And could we ever succeedi 
to detach Russia from the alliance with Austria, His Prussian Maj^y 
would no longer preserve Ms present precautions, but be ready to 
enter into the closest connexion with Great Britain. 

Last night Mons. Hertzberg showed me the King^s answer to 
Mm, in wMch, after approving of what had passed in the conversa- 
tion with Lord Cornwallis, he orders him to acquaint his Lordship 


J C!iarle« Ouilliwme, Comte de Fiacken- 50th anoiversanr of his entering the pnhlio 
stein, b. Feb. ll, 1714, U Jan. 3, 1800; m. service Jan. 5, 1799. Ik was Minister for 
May, 1743, Sophia Eenriette Swan, Countess Foreign Aifairs, and practically Prime Minis- 
FinckeiMtein Sllgenbtrg. He celebrated the ter, for many years. 
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with Ms intention of speaking to Hm fully at Potzdani;, and of then 
delivering Hs sentiments on the different subjects. 

I next waited on Count Finckenstein, who likewise told me in 
the strongest terms his wish to open himself to Lord Cornwallis 
without reserve ; and that His Majesty desired his Lordship would 
accompany His Eoyal Highness the Duke of York to Potzdam on 
the 17th for that purpose. 

The Prussian Minister farther told me the King had repeated 
his earnest desire to cultivate the closest intimacy with His Majesty, 
both as King of Great Britain and Elector of Hanover ; and that 
he was ready to do all that could be required of him on the above- 
mentioned pacific principles. 

That His Majesty had again particularly mentioned the Kussian 
Minister’s observing that he thought some source of contention 
might soon spring up between the Imperial Courts, which the 
English Minister at Petersburgh might have it in his power to 
increase, so as to bring about the wished-for change ; repeating that 
he would then contract whatever engagements Great Britain might 
think proper. 

Count Finckenstein also informed me that he had spoken to 
him fully with relation to Holland, pai'ticularly insisting on tho 
caution it was necessary to observe, on account of the numerous 
embarrassments of the Stadtholder ; but that His Majesty did not 
entertain the least doubt of the re-establishment of the ancient 
system in the Eepublic, whatever might happen at the j)resent 
moment. 

Lord Cornwallis desires me to add, that the King of Prussia’s 
offers to Great Britain of his good offices, as far as possible, without 
risking a arupture, could only relate to the measures which may be 
thought advisable in Holland. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Jos. Ewaet. 

Maequis op Carmaethen to Sir James Harris. 

[Secret and Confidential .] 

My DEAB Sib, St. Jmes’s, Sept. 19, 1785. 

Uie K. of P. is outrageous with poor Lusi for having inti- 
Hiated' the expediency of writing to Lord Cornwallis upon the 
suhjeet of a, nearer connexion between the two Courts. He teUs 
Hm W lma hepn guilty of an effrowterie which deserves the most 
exemplary pimishnieat ; in another letter supposes he must have 
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U diahle au corps to liave been guilty of sucli an indiscretion^ and 
threatens him with his heaTiest displeasure if not more discreet in 
future- His poor penitent Minister sends a copy of a despatch for 
his justification ; and after wishing rather to sacrifice his life than 
incur his master’s displeasure, throws himself on the clemency of 
that mild and merciful monarch. Had Ms P. M. seen my letter 
to Lord Cornwallis, he need not have been alarmed at the idea 
of our pressing him to form an alliance, as the chief purport of my 
despatch was directing Hs Lordship to get all possible information 
from H. M., and in return to give Mm as many civil words as 
possible, but not to commit tliis Court in the smallest degree by 
the remotest idea of anything like an alliance. The dread of such 
a proposal expressed in the letters to L. is a sufficient proof, I 
think, of the French influence still remaining in full force at 
Berlin, notwithstanding any professions to the contrary ; and, to 
say truth, I am not sorry for its still continuing, as I cannot but 
think that circumstance alone will contribute more than anything 
to the revival of the old system. In the mean time, however, our 
language must be as friendly, and our conduct as respectful and 
attexitivo as ever, to the Court of Berlin. In short, wo should 
make it as useful to us as possible, without ever trusting it for a 
moment. I ^m, &c., 

Caemabthen, 


Eari, Cornwallis to the Marqttjs op Caemaethen. 

[Private.] 

My LoBJ), rotzdiun, Sept. 20, 1785. 

I have endeavoured with as much accuracy as possible to 
transmit to your Lordship the heads of wliat His Prussian Majesty 
said to me in the Duke of Brunswick’s apartment at Sans Souci 
On my reading over the paper to the Duke, he was of opinion that 
I had stated every tHng very exactly, and had left out nothing 
that was in any degree material. The Duke further said that he 
was convinced the Bong had spoke Ms real sentiments without any 
reserve, and that he was perfectly sincere. 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to me that the Duke of 
Brunswick was present during my interview with His Majesty, and 
it certainly affixes a much greater weight, to every thing that 
passed. 

On the evening of the 18th the Bang was taken ill, and yesterday 
morning we were much alarmed about him. It appears to liave 
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been tbe gout that attached his stomach ; and as it. has now fallen 
into his foot, I should apprehend there is no danger. Mr. Ewail; 
remains here all day, and will inform your Lordship if any material 
alteration should take place in regard to His Majesty’s health. I 
cannot conclude without mentioning in the strongest terms the 
merit, assiduity, and intelHgence of Mr. Evyart, and assuring your 
Lordship that I think it very fortunate that our business at this 
Court is in such able hands. I propose being in England in about 
a month, when I shall be glad to giye His Majesty every information 
in my power relative to this country. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Heads of what the King op Prussia said to Lord Coenwaiais at 
Sans Souci, the 17th op September, 1785. 

His Majesty assured me that he was equally desirous of 
friendship and connexion with the King of Great Britain, but said 
that we must first take a view of the political state of Europe. 
That the balance of power, which England had so long and so 
strenuously supported, was lost : That France, Spain, Austria, and 
Eussia were in alliance ; and that Holland was in the power of 
France, to whom the ruling powers were totally devoted. 

That England and Prussia were isoUs^ without any ally what- 
ever. That those two powers alone were not a match for that mass 
which he had described. That England would have to contend 
with the fleets of France, Spain, Holland, and perhaps Eussia : Ho 
should have upon his hands the armies of France, Austria, and 
Eussia ; that although from some fortunate circumstances such a 
contest had been maintained, it was not a game to play often. 

He said France and Austria were closely comxected, because 
France wished to be able to turn her whole force to her Marino, and 
against England ; and that the Emjieror’s alliance secured her from 
a continental war. That this was so favourite a point with France, 
that she even consented to the alienation of Bavaria, although it 
was guaranteed by her to the Dube of DeTixponts."^ He had heard, 
but spoke of it only as a report, that the Elector of Bavaria was to 

* Ohades Aiigustus Chretien, Due do Doxix- then reigning in Bavaria, Maximilian Joseph, 
h. 24, 1746, d. Oct. 13, 1796; Luc do Oeuxponfe (brother of (iharles Au- 
m. '? et. 18^ 1774, Amelie, dau. of Frederick gustus), became Flocfcor, and, Deo. 1 805, 
iChrew, ' Elector ^oC Saxony. In 1704 the King, of Bavaria, The Dnchy of Deux- 
Fituoh, took.'pwsfssion of the country, but the ponts now forms part of ilic territories of Uiat 
final anheiarion did hot occur till 1804. On kingdom, 
the extifiction^'Veh^l^, 1700, of Uie ■ family 
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liave tlie title of King, and to receive a fixed revenue from tlie 
Low Countries, guaranteed to Mm by France ; that the garrisons 
were still to be Austrian, and that France was to have Namur and 
Luxemburg. 

lie stated that Austria had hold of Kussia, both by the Empress 
and her favourite Potemkin ; ^ that the Emperor flattered the 
foz’mer with conquests on the Turks, and even with the possession 
of Constantinople, and the latter with promises of being Hospodar 
of Wallachia and Moldavia. That, in this situation of afiziirs, he 
did not think it would be wise to give alarm to all the Great 
Powers of Europe by a treaty between England and Prussia. He 
considered England as his ally, and hoped the King of England 
would look on him in the same light. He would do him every 
good office in his power, and give him intelligence of every thing 
tliat came to liis knowledge that could affect or be prejudicial to 
him, and trusted that His Britannic Slajesty would do the same in 
return to him. That a treaty still subsisted between them, wbieli 
he was willing to consider as binding, and which would at present 
answer every purpose. 

'lliat ho felt the utmost anxiety for the affairs of Holland, from 
his Gonnexioii with the house of Orange, and from his desire of pre- 
venting Holland from becoming in fact a province to France, which 
would bo highly prejudicial to the interests of Prussia as well as 
those of England. 

That it was the plan of Prance, after destroying the Staat- 
houderat, to govern the States by an ambassador. That he would 
do every thing in bis power to counteract this both in France and 
Holland, and had already taken some measures for that purpose. 

I le was convinced violent means would not do, unless we had a 
force to support them, #hich was not at present the case. Even if 
a popular commotion could be raised, as in the time of the De Wits, 
a iVench and Austrian army were on the borders of Holland, ready 
to support their party. He was apprehensive that the interference 
and activity of our Minister at the Hague would do mischief ^ if it 
was discovered. He admitted that an alliance with France would 
immediately follow the peace with the Emperor, and said, How 
can 1 prevent it ?~and intimated that there was no other way but 
by declaring war against all Europe. After talking much on this 
subject, and stating that the treacherous conduct of Prance towards 
the Kepublic, mid the disgraceful peace which she obliged her to 

^ Oregoiro Alexaadrowicb Fotemlsin, b. sido^vbew Ravelling to Nlcolaieff, tbeamii 

17S6, d. Ooi 15, 1791, on tbe road- of bis nkce, Comtesso Branitoka, 

VO’O. I. F 
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make/ would certainly render tke ruHng party yery unpopular, lie 
repeated that lie would give every assistance in Hs power and com- 
municate freely with England. He thought the Stadtholder, to 
save himself from destruction, must for the present give up some 
of his privileges. 

He then expatiated much on the necessity of endeavouring to 
detach some of the powers from the great league, and pointed out 
Eussia as the principal object. He said that if Eussia could be got 
over, he was ready to sign a triple alliance as soon as we pleased. 
He thought it of the utmost importance to England to gain Eussia, 
as well for her political as commercial interests ; and that it would 
not be difficult to inspire the Empress of Eussia with a jealousy, 
that the Emperor was not in earnest in his assurances of assisting 
her designs against the Turks ; that he would not be desirous of 
exchanging so feeble a neighbour as the Turk for one so powerful 
as Eussia. His Prussian Majesty likewise was of opinion that means 
might be used to gain Potemkin, and suggested that, if the Emperor 
held him by the flattering hopes of being Hospodar, we might tlrrow 
out other objects to catch his vanity, and mentioned amongst others 
the crown of Poland. He was convinced that Denmark would follow 
Eussia. 

He asked how we were with other powers, and particularly 
Portugal; and said that he heard the Prince of Asturias^ was 
inclined to us. He said he knew France was trying to hurt us 
everywhere ; that she had sent people to India to disturb the tran- 
quillity of that country, but that they had returned without effect- 
ing anything ; that she was busily employed in Ireland. Ho hoped 
we would lose no time in putting our affairs there on so safe a 
footing as to be in no danger of a civil war, which on an appear- 
ance of a foreign one, France would not fail to use her utmost 
efforts to foment. 

He was very glad to find that our finances were in so much 
better a comparative state than those of France, who, whilst we had 
been taking the most efficacious means to support our credit, had 
been losing hers, and had even been running out since the peace. 

He admired the plan of strict economy laid down by Mr. Pitt, 
of whom he spoke in the highest terms, and made no doubt but his 
great abilities and integrity would i-estore his country to the im- 

' ' rimee as mediator ‘between the Em- ® Charles Prince of the Asturias, afterwards, 

W SoBatid; 'loidyhy her adtrioe, the lat- Pec. 14, 1788, Charles IV,, King of Spain, b. 

Vimaa, who* July 2f4, Boy. 11, 1748, d. Jan. 20, 1810 s m. Sepi 
ha4madoT«y a.B|etot«tpologlos conoessiona. 4 , 1768 , Maria Louisa, dau. of Philip, Infant 

Prdlixhtaary of p^ifC^'ooftialidnf moat of Bpaia. and ffuko of 

humilkting 'imhi. mm, fipM Sept* 20 ♦ ^ ■ ■ 
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portance which she had formerly held in the s(*ale of Europe, and 
render her as great and respectable as his lather liad done. 

During the whole conversation, which was very long on Ids part, 
he never intimated an idea of a possibility of a breach between 
France and Austria, Ijiit spoke of their union as fixed on the most 
permanent basis. He never mentioned any mSiagement to be 
necessary to be observed by him towards France, except such as 
would preclude her from any plausible pretence of proceeding to 
extremities against him, before he w^as strengthened by proper 
alliances. 


Frederick II. to Earu Cornwallis. 

Monsieur le LieutenautArenera] do Cornwallis, — C’cst bien k 
regret cpie je ne puis avant votre depart d’iei vous ronoiiveller do 
boiiche les sentimens d'estime quo votro nnhite Mhi inspiree. Je 
lo fais par hi 'prcsciite, on reponse k votro lottre d’hior, et vous 
pernn^ts on memo terns, d'allor voir les maiionivreH do tncs trouppes 
A Magdobonrg; priant Hur ce Dion, ironsieur hi Lieutenatit- 
General do f/ornwalHs, quhl vous ait on sa sainte et digne garde. 

Potzda,m, ce 24 de Sept. 1785. FedEBIC. 

All Lieut.~Oeueral de Cornwallisi, au service de S.M3. 

Frederick had been taken ill Sopt.^ 18 , and the signature t<l 
this letter is hardly legible. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-Colonbl Ross. 

Dear Boss, Ilanover, Oct. 5, 1785. 

I take the opportunity of Grenville’s going home to send 
you a few lines, as I think it tolerably safe ; but as I am but just 
arrived from Cassel, and Grenville sets out to-morrow morning, 
I have not time to say muck 

In the first place, the Eoyal Person^ whom I saw first does laot 
give much hopes, further than a’ great deal of good nature and a 
very good heart.. His military ideas are those of a wild boy of the 
Guards, the uniforms and promotions of tliat corps, about which He 
IB vehement to excess. One cannot, however, help loving him. 
There is no maintien— no distance— any impudent blackguard may 
be as fami liar as ho pleases. There is no chance of any good coming 



212 


LOUD COENWALLTS. 


Chap. VIT. 


but by bis being kept abroad, and of tbe English being kept from 
him. 

My reception in Silesia was not flattering ; there was a most 
marked preference for La Eayette ; whether it proceeded from the 
King’s knowing more of France, and liking better to talk abont it, 
I know not. The cavalry is very fine ; the infantry exactly like the 
Hessian, only taller and better set up, but much slower in their 
movements. Their mancenvres were such as the worst General in 
England would be hooted at for practising ; two lines coming up 
within six yards of one another, and firing in one another’s faces 
till tliey had no ammunition left : notliing could be more ridiculous. 
Out of compliment to the Duke of Brunswick, I go to the inspection 
at Magdeburg, but I assure you I grudge travelling IbO miles on 
the worst roads in Europe for it, very much. 

I had no opportunity of saying a word to the King in Silesia 
abont the business yon know of; but when I anived at Berlin, 1 
received a letter from Lord 0., authorizing me, through the Prussian 
Ministers, to ask for a confidential audience. I was there honoured 
with a long and very interesting conference at the Duke of Bruns- 
wick’s apartments at Potzdam, in presence of the Duke, when Fre- 
derick showed that, however the strength of his body may bo im- 
paired, the faculties of his mind are still perfect. I sent the sxibstance 
of what ho said to Lord CarmaiThen, and stated it, I believe, very 
liccur^tely ; at least the Duke of B. assured me that I was perfectly 
correct. The old man was taken ill tlio next day. He is still 
indisposed, and I think it very doubtful whether ho will live out the 
winter. The Prince of, Prussia^ is loved to adoration in that (ioun- 
try, and appears really to deserve it. He is warmly disposed to a 
connexion with England; but whether he has abilities to maintain 
the importance of that sandy desert, time only can discover. 

I am concerned and shocked beyond measure af the loss of my 
poor Mend Ducie f it really for the moment makes me unfit to 
attend to anything, and I fear you will find this letter very confused. 
I propose being in London by tho end of tliis month, and shall not 
quit Germany with much regret. j 

COEHWALIilS. 


^Afterwards King of Prussia. 20, 1774, Margaret, dm, of Sir Jolm Earns- 

* Utawsis, 2 b(} Lord Dude of Tortworth, den, Bart, 
b. Ofit. W33, d, Sept. 11, 1785 ; m, Feb. 
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The MAEQUJt? of CAitMAR'rHEN TO Joseph Ewart^ Esq. 
glHj St. James’s, Oct. 7, 1785. 

. . . Your very interesting despatches. Nos. 99, 100, 

and 101, with their several inclosures, were received on Sunday and 
Monday last, and have been laid before the King. 

In case Lord Cornwallis should be still at Berlin, you will inform 
his Lordship of my having received his letter, and of the King's 
satisfaction at the friendly sentiments, as well as confidential com- 
munication upon the general state of Europe, which fell from His 
Prussian Majesty in the conversation which that Prince held with 
his Lordship. ... I iiave, &c., 

Caiimakthen. 

Sir James Harris to t'hh Marquis of Carmartiien. 

[Private.] 

My JDEAE Loud, I^gue, Nov. l, 17S5. 

. . . I had a groat deal of very interesting conversation 

with Lord Cornwallis, wliich ho, no doubt, will have repeated to 
your Lordship. The most impoHant part of it was the account of 
that which passed between him and the I)uke of Brunswick, and his 
description of the Prince of Prussia’s character and sentiments. 
The idea that Erance has shut the door to Prussia, and not Prussia 
to France, reconciles a great deal of seemingly contradictory con- 
duct winch has passed under my eyes for these last four months. 
Till, however, Prussia here^ where she can act without danger 
and efficaciously, I shall not consider the door to be locked, and 
rather suppose it to be ajar. ... j 

X Haebis. 

H. R. H. THE Duke of Yobk to Iael Cobbwaulis. 

M Y DBAE LoED, ■ Hanover, Nov, 29, 1785. 

Permit me to return your Lordship my most sincere thanks 
for your Tory obliging letter of the 8th, which came safely to my 
hands. It gave me the greatest pleasure to hear that you have so 
pcirfectly succeeded in removing those suspicions ^ which we had 
remairkc3(l, and wMch might have been of the very greatest detrL 
meiit hereafter. By a letter which I received by the last courier, 


* Tills alliKte to Lord Cornwalli^’H mtorviow with Fr^dorick. 
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I was very liappy to find that the account of the conversation which 
yon have had, has given such entire satisfaction, and that people 
are sensible that it is everything which we had a right to expect. 
I do not choose hy this mode of conveyance to say more, but I 
shall take the liberty to write to you more fully upon this subject ^ 
by the first sure opportunity. 

We had last week a great boar hunt, in which wo killed sixty. 
Abercromby fired twice at them, but missed both times. How- 
ever, Thursday next we shall have another, when I hope he will 
have better success, for he declares he shall not be at ease till he 
has killed one. I will not trouble your Lordship this time witli a 
longer letter. I cannot however conclude, without repeating to 
your Lordship, how exceedingly happy I am in having ha,d this 
opportunity of making your acquaintance, and how anxious I shall 
ever be to keep it up. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient servant, 

FunUKRIOK. 


Earl Coenwalhs to Lieut.-Colonel Ross. 


Hear EoSS, Mansfield street, Feb. 13, 1780. 

I had just sent my letter to the post hefon^ I received yours 
of the Otlx, I am glad you approve of my despatch.^ I cannot 
say I have heard much about it since I came home. The I), of 
Gloucester ® has not been ill ; the wliolo was a lie, probably with 
some view as to public mourning. I certainly should bo glad of a 
regiment of Guards, but cannot at present judge what stops I could 
take in'* ease of a vacancy.^ 

With Lord Lothian’s^ permission, I spoke to Lord Oarmarthcai, 
who has promised to write to Keith/ to desire him to employ Lord 


X This letter, if ever wniten, has not been 
found. 

^ The account of liis conversatiou with the 
King of Prussia. 

^ Brother to the King, b. Kov. 23, 1743, 
d. Aug. 25, 1805; m. Sept. G, 1706, Maiia, 
daiL of the Hon. Sir Edwaid Walpole, K.B., 
and widow of Jawes 2nd Karl Waldogmve. 

brother, the Duke Cumbcsrland, married? 
i. 'about 5 years ilwii®*, Anno, dau. of Simon, 
of eaAatnptbn, and widow of Chris- 
Th»o two marriages, 
wlddt were'toonh^ about the same time, 
,were vwy:oifh«lre' fo the Kin|, and caused 
tl« introduction # , Koyal ifkyia|o Aet. 
Tho Dxike of MarsW 


and Ooloucd of the 1st Ri‘gt. of Ouar<lH, 

^ Tluj three tlolonels were the Duke of 
(xloncester, the Duke of Vork, and the Duke 
of Argyle. The two latter survival Lord 
Cornwallis, the first died only two montlis 
before him. 

^ William John, 5th Marquis of Lothian, 
K.T.,b. March 12,1737, tL Jan. 4, 1815; 
m. July 15, 1760, Kliznboth, only dau. of 
Chichester Fortescue, Esq. of Dromiskon. A 
Ceneml, and Colonel 4 1th Bwgootti. 

® Eight Hon. Sir Moberi Keith Mwmy, 
K.B., a Lieut.-Cenoml, and Colonel 10th 
Eegt,, b. Sept. 20, 17S0, d. July 7, 17^5, 
Ministor at Bresdih, Ooponhagia, 
and, Vienna tom 176$ to 1 7il0. 
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Ancram,^ and said lie would let me know as soon as lie got an answer. 
I shall not fail to remind him of it. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


Earl Coriiwallis to Lieut.-Colonkl Boss. 

Dear Ross, MansfieM street, Feb. 23, 3780. 

The proposal of going to India has been pressed upon me 
so strongly, with the circumstance of the Goyernor-Generars being 
independent of his Council, as intended in Dundas’s former bill, 
and having the supreme command of the military, that, much 
against my will, and with grief of heart, I have been obliged to say 
yes, and to exchange a life of ease and content, to encounter all the 
plagues and miseries of command and public station. I bavo this 
day notified my consent, and shall go down to-morrow for a few 
days to Culford. Yon will lose no time in coming up, as I shall 
want your assistance immediately. They talk of sending us off 
early in April, but that I suppose will bo impossible. 

Yours ever, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 


My dear Lord, Mansfield street, April 10, 1786. 

Understanding that it is thought proper that I should he 
honoured with aCominissionof Commander-in-Chief of HisMajesty’s 
forces in India, I should wish you would be kind enough to lose no 
time in taking His Majesty's pleasure on this subject. It is probable 
that Sir Eyre Coote’s^ Commission may be proposed as a model; 
but as it contains a power of granting all commissions below those 
of Colonels of Regiments, and as I understand that His Majesty has 
expressed a strong disinclination to delegate such power in time of 
peace, I would by no moans desire to press the insertion of it in 

William, Earl of Ancram, afterwm-ds 6tli ® General Sir Eyr® 

Marquis of Lothian, K.T., b. Ods. 4, 1764, d. April SO, 1788; m. Inly 8, 1763, Susan, 
d. April 27, 1824; m. lat, April 14, 179S, A of Charles Hutchinson, Esq,, OoYenior of 
Henrietta, dan, of John, 2nd tel of Buck- St. Helena. He was among the most distin- 
inghamshire (whow previous innrHage with gumhed of the British Oonimandeis in India, ^ 
Somerset, kt Earl of Belmore, 'had been dis- and had acquired the dcToted attachment of 
Mred by Act of Farltotot)| 2nd, Dec. X, the- sepoys.— Qmrteriy i«w>, voL xviii. 
1806, Ekttiet, dan. of Henry, 8rd Dnkt of p.^00. 

Bttoeleuoh. 
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my Commission. I likewise beg that it may be understood that I 
do not expect any pay ^ from this appointment. 

Believe me, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, Mansaeld street, April 14, 1786. 

As I find you did not see the King yesterday, I take the 
liberty, as time presses, to remind you of the dormant commission 
of Adjutant-General for Ross. The King spoke of it to Fawcett in 
terms of tlie most perfect approbation. Ton might probably by 
letter receive the King’s orders to notify his pleasure on this Jieacl 
to the War Office. I have not inquired about my own commission, 
but conclude that everything is done about it. I trust to your 
kindness in expediting this business with earnestness. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My DEAR Lord, Portsmouth, April 30, 11 A.M., 1786. 

I am pei’fectly satisfied with the opinion of the gentlemen 
of the law relative to the sign manual. The packet is just arrived, 
and I found the despatches from the India House here, so that we 
shall certainly sail to-morrow morning if the wind continues fair. 
Be assured of my sincere good wishes to yourself and Lady Sydney, 
and all your family. 

And believe me, most affectionately, 

Cornwallis. 

Eoss desires me to present his best respeets. 


Earl Cornwallis to tke Bishop of Lichfield and Coveniry. 


Dear James, st Hdem, May r>, i 786 . 

I have just received your letter, and one from William, for 
which 1 beg you will thank him. Our wind continues as contrary 
jaia’fosiible* I hope you win continue to writ© to me. Tour account 


1 "ri#; tttey ' of Oo,remor-Oeneral wm 
L ord fchf Steiter 


whoa on seiwico. Kfte® inontlis in the RoJd 
cost him newly 30,OOOL 
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of Brome gives me great pleasure. I hope you will not have much 
trouble about the house, and rather wish that General Fawcett had 
taken it at once, off your hands. 

Your truly affectionate brother, 

COENWALLIS. 

I have received a letter from Lord Fairford.^ If Mrs. Cornwallis 
or yourself should see him, you may say I will attend to it 


Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Bear James, Back of tie Isle of Wight, May 6, 11 A.M., 1780. 

. . . We have just got under sail, and shall, if the 

wind stands, get down Channel. . , . Yours, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


^ Axlhur, Lord Fairford, afterwards 2iid to March, 1784 ; and ia Irdand, as Lord Kil- 
Marqtiis of DownsMre, h. March 3, 1753, d. warlin, for the county of Down, from June, 
Sept, 7, 1801 ; m, June 20, 1780, Mary, 1773, till he becjime a peer, Oct. 18, 1793. 
Bai'oness Sandys in her own right. Sat in His name will occni' frequently in the years 
England, as Lord Faiiford, for Lostwithicl, 1798 et seq, 

Nov. 1774 to 1780, and then for Malmesbury, 
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GHAPTEE VIIL 

INDIA. 

Additional powers conferred on the Govenior-Greneral — Mr. Pitt’s East India 
Bill — Illegal treaties with Native Princes — State of the Company’s troops 

— Lord Cornwallis’s habits and mode of life — Conduct of the late Govern- 
ment — Abuses in recruiting Company’s army — Corruption of Civil Servants 

— Trade with China — Creditors of Native Princes. 

In preparing tHs portion of these volumes, it has been found 
extremely difficult to compress the largo mass of materials into a 
reasonable compass, and at the same 'time to give a continuous 
account of the political career of Lord Cornwallis, and to explain 
his motives for the vast changes he introduced. 

In making the selection, many interesting letters have been 
inevitably omitted, but this has arisen from a reluctance to increase 
the bulk of the *work, and, for the same reason, papers already 
published have very seldom been reprinted, except when they were 
necessary, as in the ease of the Zemindai’i settlement, to complete 
the narrative of the administration of Lord Cornwallis. Some 
others, mostly of great length, have been thrown into the Ap- 
pendix, but they will be found well deserving an attentive 
perusal, by those who desire accurate infomation of tlio principles 
which guided Lord Cornwallis, or wish to road the details of his 
campaigns. 

Nearly four years had elapsed since Mr, Bundas first sug- 
gested the ai>pointment of Lord Cornwallis as Govern or-Ceneral 
of India. In the interval great changes had taken place* Addi- 
tional power had been conferred on the Govornor-Gencral, and 
various checks were introduced, rendering less probable the 
continuance of the abuses of which complaints had previously 
been so justly made. The great administrative talents, the firm 
decision, and the commaudiifg intellect of Lord Clive ^ and Mr. 
'BEwtings/^ had under all dtsadvantages, succeeded generally in 

C/llve, ia Irelwid, so created s U 011 , Warren Hastinp, t. Deo. C, 

- p,. 1721), 4. Nov. 17C3>I Aug. 22, ISlSj m. Oot* 1777, Ma- 

22/, te. of tim Baroiws Imhol!’, wbo bad piwiously 

lMmu)4 »8lsely»e, of ditoroed her first husbaud. 
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securing for tlie Chief of the Goyernment, such influence as 
enabled liim to carry his own plans into execution. But in one 
well known instaiice, the designs of Mr. Hastings were overruled 
hy colleagues, whose temper and vanity, added to a total igno- 
rance both of the wants of India and of the policy which ought to 
have been pursued, led them effectively to thwart the more judi» 
cions course wliich Mr. Hastings was anxious to follow. When, 
however, as too frecpiently happened, power fell into inferior hands, 
all the vices of the system became prominent ; peculation reigned 
without control, and the rule of the British in India became a 
curse to the country. 

Antecedent to 1773, the Councils at the several Presidencies 
were composed of numerous members, over whom the Governor 
had no positive control. Hor could he or his Council feel any con- 
fidence that the policy adopttvl one year would not be reversed in 
the next. In tbose days all tlie twenty-four Directors wore elected 
annually, and the Court of Proprietors more than once availed 
themselves of tlnur power to change nearly the whole body, 
and thus to overturn former determinationB. To receive largo 
dividends was the groat object of the Proprietors, and provided 
such were supplied, they cared little by what means the necessary 
resources were obtained. A Clive might refuse to obey their 
directions, but even a Hastings was often compelled to have 
recourse to measures of which he did not approve, in order to 
secure the support of his masters. 

Under the Act of 1773, the Directors were elected for foxir 
years, six going out annually in rotation. A Governor-General 
and four Councillors were appointed for Fort William, with a 
limited authority over the subordinate Presidencies, but the 
Governor-General had no greater power than his colleagues, except 
that when the votes, including his own, were equal, he had the 
power of giving a second. Mr. Hastings was the first Governor- 
General under this Aci^ , ' ' 

It would be foreign to the object of these pages, to discuss his 
administration. He left Calcutta February 8th, 1785, an^ was 
succeeded hy Mr, afterwards Sir d'ohn Maepherson.® Meantime 

‘ Tlie members of the first Supreme Oouifeil Tolved, mueb to Hs owu ddvmitege. The 
Were »mod io the BUI Thojr of the Omtmtic made him his agent in 

Hastings, Oeiieml Claverlttg, SJugW, always supposed to hriug 

Mr. Franks, a»d Mr. BatWfU* hlrh,':'iihd fiw others into Barliament. He 

Barwell only, iimported Ipdt a ihombwof the Supreme CouneU 

® Sir doki ]!4cph«», '' Oricklade from April, 

June 10, 178# j' fe, IW,' 'd, 'Jwa. l\ -ISSfl. , to May, 1782, md for Horsham Sept. 
He went to India in 1.767,!' ainii wa« Wh June, 1802. He was a man of krp 
ployedhr$om«ofthf»aHv®pB!hete,inwh<!»#*'' stoturey and went hy the name of *^The 
pecuniary 'ti^iwiutlow ht waa speedily in- Gentle Ciant.” 
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the affairs of India had excited a strong interest and much party- 
feeling at home. Two Committees of the House of Commons had 
been appointed — the one a Select, the other a Secret Committee. 
Twelve reports emanated from the first, and six from the latter, 
drawn up with great ability, and these led t6 the introduction of 
Mr. Fox’s celebrated Bill in 1783. In the following year Mr. Pitt 
proposed and carried a BiU, differing in many important points 
from Mr. Fox’s. 

Mr. Pitt established a Board of Control, consisting of six Privy 
Councillors, of whom one was to be a Secretary of State acting as 
President. This Board was invested with the superintendence, and 
in fact with the complete control, of all the civil, military, and 
revenue affairs of the Company, and their authority extended to 
rejecting any despatch prepared by the Court of Directors, and 
substituting one drawn up by themselves. 

The mode of electing the Directors, as fixed in 1773, was main- 
tained. But instead of all questions being submitted to the whole 
Court, a Secret Committee, not exceeding three in number, named 
by the Court, was alone to be intrusted with the knowledge of any 
matters requiring secrecy, especially such as related to peace or 
war. 

Each Presidency was under a Governor and three Members 
of Council, the Governor, as before, having only a casting vote ; 
but the Governor in Council at Fort William had supreme authority 
over Madras and Bombay, and might, if necessary, even suspend 
any or all of the governing body in those Presidencies. 

The great new feature in this Bill, was a clause restricting the 
Governor-General in Council, without the express permisHion of the 
Court of Directors, from declaring or commencing hostilities against 
any native prince, or entering into any defensive or offensive treaty, 
wMch might involve the Company in war ; or guaranteeing the 
dominions of any prince, unless hostilities should have been com- 
menced, or preparation made for the attack of the British domi- 
nions, or of those of any prince whose teixitories had already been 
guaranteed. 

Lord Cornwallis had always felt that the powers conferred on 
the Governor-General Tby the Act of 1773 were far too limited, 
and this, among other reasons, made him reluctant to accept that 
ofioe when tendered to liim in 1^82. Nor did he thiifk that the 
of 1784 entirely removed the diffichlty, and it was not 'tiU h© 
awnted by the Government that his objections should be obvi- 
ated^'that'he finally, consented to go to India., 

' ' A bill’ wag Mcordittgly brought in. {26 Geo. IIL c* 16), but it 
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did not receive tlie royal assent till after lie liad left England. By 
it, tlio Governor-General and the other Governors were enabled, in 
cases which they considered of emergency, to act without the assent 
of their Councils, and even contrary to their opinion. But dissents 
might be recorded in writing. The nomination also of the Coin- 
mander-in-Chief to a seat in Council was no longer to be obligatory 
on the Company, but was loft permissive, as it had previously lieen. 

If a retrospective view be taken of the conduct of the Com- 
pany’s servants in India — of their rapacity, their corruption, the 
o])pression they exercised, their utter ignorance in many instances 
of the country— no i>owerB conferr(‘d upon the Governor-General 
could be considered too great. Kor lunl the Court of Directors 
been exempt from blame. Few had any jxu’sonal knowledge of 
India. Most wene only anxious to ]>romot(^ their i)ersoiia] obj(!cts. 
All, it may be said, revelli‘d in jobs. The cheek therc^fore of the 
Board of Control was most important, and cvtT since that time, this 
system which in tluiory apjxws so impracticabh^ lias work(‘d with 
singular advantage to the {^(aintry. 

Com])ar(Hl with the ])rcsent tenriiorieH of the Company, their 
dominions then were of V(‘ry limit(Ml extent. I'ln^y had but hih^ly 
emerg(Hl from the positiem of a {company of merchants, trading 
with the nativ(‘H undin permisHion of the Hovoroign princes. The 
duti(^s w(we coIl(ic>t(xl, coins struck, justi<x.* administered, under the 
name of the ]att<ir, who had but a very short time antecedent to 
that of which W'c are now treating, relinquished thc^ir claims. 
Doubts wer-^^ then— and even to a much later period— ontertained, 
whether tlio jurisdiction of the (^ompany in some districts was 
cample! (^, without their authority having boon recognised by the 
phantom Hliali Alomd 

I'lio Presidency of Bombay was confined almost to the island 
on which the town is situated, the adjacent island of Salsatte, a 
small extent on the main land, TeUicherry, and a fe# other 
tricts of little importance* The Presidency of Madras waa- more 
extensive ; but Bengal was the only one of the three which' cdilld 
pay its own expenses, and it had in fact to 'supply the large defi- 
ciencies of the other two. In it were 'eomprisad thany rich provinces,, 
the most fertile of which wereBengaly Orissa. ' 

, I Slmh Alem, «oAof Alwgk lb (to iB. ^ 'b. 17S3, d. Kor. 19, 

Goter of Clive), »d # to, alio wod,' when the Company 

Hottwof Tamo,rk«ie, wfeixotelwtr ’■ 'Delhi in 1803, to govern 

of l‘findoMto, «d wid4' b#|l 4 ': :W. ^ 'Wd '.i., , mull district round it, with 
ao r«d iHJWtr, , tou^h to month, hut ho was not per- 

always out H Mf mmh to Ml himself Emperor of 'Hindostaa ; 

with hk titles. 'Atoiit' to ■' was afterwards raised to rathot 

l78'S hy Ohoto. E^ir iwhdto ,to©to than tS 'hios *v*year. 
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Between these and Bombay, extended a vast region governed 
by independent piinces. The Mohammedan rulers, of whom the 
Yizier^ at Lucknow, and the Nizam at Hyderabad/ were the most 
powerful, still owned the nominal rule of Shah Alem, the unfor- 
tunate descendant of the mighty Timour. They termed them- 
selves his vicegerents, and exercised the right of sovereignty in 
the name of princes, who, fortunate if they were allowed to retain 
their eyesight, wore confined powerless to the irniTow precincts of a 
palace, from whence their ancestors had issued orders which no one 
dared to disobey. 

The principal eliiefs of the Marathas, were the Pesliwa^ at 
Poona — Holbar at Indore — Moodajee Bhonsla/ the Eaja of Berar, 
at Nagpore — and Sindia,® whose camp was for many years his only 
home, though he ultimately made Gwalior his residence. 

Besides these powerful sovereigns, the nabobs of the Carnatic 
and of Furruckabad;^ and the Eajas of Travancore® atid Tanjore,^® 
possessed considerable territories on the coasts of the Carnatic and 
of Malabar, and in the southern extremity of the peninsula. But 


1 Tlie Vizier or Nabob of Oade, Asaf iid 
Dowlab, son of Slmjali nd Dowlah (who was 
Nabob of Oude in the time of Lord Clive, and 
d. Jan. 1775). was descended from a roKpoct- 
able family of Nisliapiir in Klioi asan. The first 
of his ancestors who distinguished himself as 
a soldier, obtained large territorial possessions, 
and was made Subardar of Oude hi 1720 by 
the Emperor Mohammed Shah. Asafud Duw- 
lah d. June, 1797. 

2 Asaf Jah, or Nizam All, was a younger 
son of the prince of the same name, who was 
Viceroy of the Deccan, and made himself inde- 
pendent. Several sons mounted the throne in 
succession, but July 18, 1761 , Nizam Ali, hav- 
ing defeated his brothers, became sovereign; 
d. Aug. 6, 1805, at Hyderabad. 

Malidoo Rao Naraiu, b, April 18, 1774, 
destroyed himself Oct. 27, 1795. 

^ Tooknjee Holkar had been an ofBccr in 
the Peshwa’s service, and was chosen by 
Aliaiya Bai, as well known for her private 
virtues as for the lulmirable maimer in which 
she governed her territories, to command her 
forces, for which lie paid animer of 15,(52,000 
rupees to the Peshwa^s ministers. He ulti- 
mately obtained an independent position. lie 
died Aug, 15, 1797. His illegitimate firm, 
'd^wuut Kau Holkar, after much vicissitude, 
to Ms povrer, and was engaged in 
with tk Company. 

' ■/ ww brother of 

who had a^loptS 
hif Wr, hut or, teogfa 4«th 
lilbod^k ,m>i;rpel,lk On . d«tb, 

1788 , 'RaghojI, Me Ki||a. 


took an active part against the English, and 
was in the battle of Assaye, where he ran 
away; d. March 22, 1816. 

® Madajee >Sindia, an illegitimate son of 
Ranoji Siiidia, who had originally beiui a 
private trooper in the service, of the Peshwa, 
hut rose to high command, and acquired <*x- 
tensive property. He and his five sous were 
very conspicuous in the trmihh's which agitated 
the Mogul empire, but Madajee, sevonil of his 
brothers being dead, <tbf,ained pOBS(»ssion of his 
father's territories Jan. 1761. HediedFeh. 12, 
1794, and was succeeded by his great-nephew, 
Dowlah Itao Hindin, 

7 More commonly, but impriqierly, called 
the Nabob of Arcoi.. Mohammed AH was 
placed on theinnsimd by the English in 1755 ; 
b. 1717, d. Oct, 13, 1795. 

^ Moziilfer Jung was nabob in 1786. He 
was murdered Boon after by his eldest son, 
who was, on that aeemmi, imprisoned for life 
at Lucknow, The 2nd son, Imdad Hogsein 
Khan, was placed on I ho musnud, but in 
1802 he ceded his territories to the Company : 
M 1781, d. Fob. 4, 1813. 

^ Ram Raji Itohaudcr, d. July, 1813. Most 
of the inhabitants of the district of Tmvancorc 
are Kairs, whose customs $,m very peculiar. 
Each woman baa several huslmnds, and as 'piv- 
ternity is thortfore doubtful, pro|mrty is 
always tmusmitted through the fomaks, and 
the regents who act m sovertip®, are 
ally pilncessM »lkd Tamburetties. Bui that 
was not the caw In this iwtwioe. 

Amew d. ApiHv 1 892 ; dewiMd in 
1798. 
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tlie most important and dangerous of all tlie princes was Tippoo,^ 
wlio iiilierited his father’s bitter enmity towards tlie English, without 
either his civil or military talents. 

At the time Lord Cornwallis assumed the direction of affairs, 
Tippoo was contemplating the attack upon Travaneore, wliich led 
to his disasters in 1792, and became the primary cause of his total 
overthrow in 1799. 

The various states into which India was divided, w^cre frequently 
at war with each other, and often mutually called upon the English 
for aid against their adversaries. In very few cases had this assist- 
ance been given, and it was equally the wish of the Ministers in 
England and of the Court of Directors, that all such interference 
should cease. Practically there was in most of the important 
Courts an English resident, whose advice in critical (‘ases was fre- 
quently solicited and generally followed, but the position of some 
of these residents was to a certain degree embarrassi ng. 

Up to the time of Lord Cornwallis’s arrival in Imlia, the Com- 
pany did not assume (tomplete indopend(ince. Idioy mhnitted ihat, 
with certain incouHiderablo excaqdions, iliey held their territorieB 
as a kind of feudatories of the Mogul, or of some other nominal 
great power, to wlioni tribute was paid, and offerings tendered on 
the accession of a new prince or other important occasions, in the 
same manner as was done by the real native subject. 

Lord Cornwallis before long put a stop to this practice, ordered 
that nothing should be done wliicli savoured of dependence, and 
that if at any time a present woixj offered, it should never bo as an 
admission of inferiority. Ho insisted that the Governor-General 
should bo treated in (wery respect as the equal, at least, of every 
ruler, and that no cliout or other payment should be made by tbe 
Company to any native prince, (except such peslikush as had been 
fixed by treaty, and made one of the stipulations on the unreserved 
suiTender of territories. 

Lord Cornwallis did not arrive at Oulcutta till the beginning of 
September, 1786. ’ He had of course no previous personal fcnow^ 
ledge of the miglity empire Over which he- was : about 'to rule,, and 
he was necessarily ignorant’ the ^ipann^Orsi/ usages,* and ^n^age 
of the country. For information therefore, 'he wafe ' obliged to rely 
on Ms Council and Ms subordinate, offieersw; "Of ^ these, bo many 
were either pledged to the erroneous ’poHey of hto' predecessors, or 
were implicated in- the malversations which had so 'Ottensively pre- 
vailed, that lie hadhp MttJe .dift'culty honest 

,, »' rii'e d ’ whi'-tos it 175$. KjlW in tls-® 
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advisers. Fortunately among the residents at tlie native courts, 
were some men of superior talent, especially Mr. Malet ^ and Mr. 
Anderson.® From these he received valuable assistance, while for 
matters connected with revenue, his principal reliance was on Mr. 
Shore.^ 

The first question to which Lord Cornwallis directed his atten- 
tion was one which admitted of no delay. Mr. Macpherson, who 
as has already been stated succeeded Mr. Hastings, had availed 
himself of his short-lived power to enter into treaties (as illegal as 
they were prejudicial to the interests of the Company) with several 
of the native princes then at wm' with Tippoo, and especially with 
the Marathas. The Court of Directors strongly reprobated this 
conduct,^ and Lord Cornwallis immediately proceeded to relieve 
the Company from these engagements. So quickly did he decide 
upon the course advisable to be pursued, that his determinatioji 
was communicated to the several princes early in October. 

The investigation of the gross jobs and corrupt practices which 
had disgraced former governments, occupied much time, and the 
inquiries were not completed till the following year. 

The endeavours made by some of the creditors of the Vizicu*, to 
obtain official interference to enforce their claims, brought the 
whole subject of these debts uiider the notice of Lord Coniwallis, 
who not only refused any aid, but called on Ifr. Dundas to pursue 
a similar course. He was equally desirous to leave the creditors 
of the Nabob of the Carnatic to recover tlujir debts as they could ; 
but, although he was not aware of the fact, this qxiestion had abxsady 
been settled by the Court of Directors and the Board of Control, 
who had decided that the Nabob should pay a fixed sum — a very 
large one — ^through Commissioners appointed to investigate the 
various claims.^ 


^ Mr., afterwards Sir diaries Warre Male!, 
Bart.; so created Feb, 12, 1791 ; b. 175b, d. 
Jan. 24*, 1815; m. Sept. 17, 1799, Bu.muMa, 
dau. of James Wales, Estp He was at this 
time Resident at Poona. 

s James Anderson, b. Oci. 2b, 1757, d. 
Oct. 1883; m. Noy. 1800, Oaiheriiic, dau. of 
Andrew Grant, Estp, a son of Lord Elelues, a 
lord of session. 

^ Mr., afteiwards Sir John Shore, Bart. ; so 
ofeatfcd Oet. 2, 1792, and raised to the peerage 
k tord'fdgnioaonth in Ireland, Oct. 24, 1797 ; 
-h, 041*4, 1751, d. BW 14, 1884; to. Feb. 
14, ■ 179'^-, piwHotte, dan, of James Cornish, 
'of torfome ymM member 
thf' In Bengal, and Go- 

- Ok. ' 1798' # M«e:h, 

179S. "" 


^ In a despatch from the Secret Committee, 
Sept. 20, 1788. 

^ What wm temwd the registered debt, was 
paid oH' bj regular iusteImentS”-12,OO,OO0 
of pagodas, or 480,000/, ammally' — ^md those 
cliiimH were dischargod by May, 1 804. The 
remainder wois subjc*cted to a strict examina- 
tion, first by a committee at Madras, which 
Silt from 1785 to 1791 without oompkting 
their task ; and afterwawis by a commission m 
London nominated in 1805, and assisted by 
anotlrer eommission at Madras ; an annual sum 
of 8,40,000 pagodas, or lb(l,OO0/., being 
allotted to discharge the Maims. They com* 

K ' 'sd their labours In Maroh, 1880, Home 
maf be formed of the ftouda attempted, 
when ^it is stated tkt out of 80,400,000/. 
claimed, only 2,687,000/. Was tllc^wed* It wm 
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No measure of any public importance%as brought forward this 
year, and as the peace of India was not disturbed, so far at least as 
the British dominions were concerned. Lord Cornwallis was able to 
devote his attention to the important subject of the revenue, and 
to pave the way for the immense changes which ho ultimately 
effected in that branch of administration. 


Eabl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My dear Lord, Madras Aug. 24-, 1780, 

You will be glad to hear that I have hitherto had a most 
prosperous and expeditious voyage. Sir John Balling’s health has 
not been good, and he had determined to come homo before ho 
heard of his recall : I likewise hear that Slopor has been ill. The 
most perfect harmony subsists liore ; no CTOVornor ever Was more 
popular than Sir A. Campbell. I have rcceiv(id a letter from Mac- 
pherson, promising tlio most zealous assistance and support, 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

Earl Cobnwatxis to Viscount Bbome. 

My dearest ChAX^LES, Calcutta, Sept. 17, 1786. 

When you receive this letter you will have been almost a 
year without hearing from me, but I trust you will not have forgot 
me, I am always thinking of you with tlic greatest anxiety. I 
have no- fear but for your hcaltli. If that is good I am sure every- 
thing else will be right. You must write to mo by every oppor- 
tunity, and longer letters than I write to you ; for I have a great 
deal more business eycry day than you have on a whole school-day, 
and I never get a holiday, 

I have rode once upon an elephant, bnt it is so like & a 
cart that yon would not think It very agreeable, ' 0ive my Cbtapl’L 
ments to Mr. Hayosd I shall be very ’glad td hear his account' of 
you, God bless and preserve you, andoend/iis a M|)py' meeting. ' 

Your mo^ ^truJ-y alfec’tioiiate' fatliei:,, ' 

in a debate with rrfereudC' ’ with Mr. Crenrille, Mr. Piti! 

debt, tbi.t Mr* 'Burfce ttwl# tumecessary. 

tfeecb, Feb. 28, 178S, 'tmi wMdi t, 4. May, 1828 ; m. Miss? 

rmluced m liUle ^ ' ■ 

von, I, 


Q 
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Earl Cornwallis "to the Right Hon. Henry Bundas. 

[Private and Confidential.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Sept. 17, 1786. 

You will see tliat we are got into a very awkward, foolish 
scrape, by offering assistance to the Marattas ; how we shall get 
out of it with honour God knows ; but out of it we must get some 
how, and give no troops. I am not prepared to give an opinion 
about the Convention ^ with the French ; it is very unpopular hero. 
Maciihcrson says it is as much so in the French settlements. 

' Sloper has been and is still very ill ; but he is not pleased with 
his recall. He is however, nearly single in that opinion ; he has 
rode Macpherson without mercy. Many jobs must bo undone with 
as much delicacy as possible. Macpherson is perfectly cordiab 
and all promise a most hearty support. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My bear Lord, Caicutk, sept. 17, 178 G. 

I shall only mention one thing to you now, relative to Cap- 
tain Monson.^ I liad heard that he was appointed aide-de-camp to 
Sloper by your recommendation, and for that reason intended, if I 
liked his character, to continue him in my family. From what 1 
heard of him at Madras, I was convinced that I could not make 
him my aide-de-camp, but when I arrived here I was astonished to 
hear that Sloper, partly to get rid of him, and partly to put money 
in his pocket, had prevailed upon Macpherson to let him go to the 
Nizam, to offer his service to him. Both Sloper and Macpherson 
are so ashamed of the transaction, that they will not own that they 
have given Mm any recommendation, but I am peifectly sure that 
they have done it. The sending of a captain in the King’s service, 
and aide-de-camp to the Oommander-in-Chief, to serve in the 
Nizam’s army against his enemies, is as much, though not as effec- 
tually, taking part in the war as if wo had sent Mm 10,000 men. 

1 THs Cwenfcioft was concluded at the 
llauiriteis, aad'Ctetained various stipulations 
_ FwnA, whieh were not ap- 

' “(Of ilv i the MinistiY. .After 

" . iic, wus, ware ,i!nodifiad,’and 

ai M will he seen 

* CapWn. wlcnd' the Hun* 

WilRtoi Mwn,, ydhhger' Wto of dohn, 2nd 


Lord Monsoa; b. Dec. 1760, cL Dec. 26, 
1807 j m. Jan. 1786, Aiw, dau. of John 
Dehoimaire, Esq. M.P. 'for tinooln from Ilec, 
>806 till his death. He, served^ tb»a in 
India, andcomtMnded1nthi''IWtWus retr'eat 
of My and Aug. 18^4, wlpa to con- 
ftve battaions of .sepoys, 8w'nimtiv# 
cavalr^, tod some tMt|sh wrUttcry, was atonsl 
enthtoy destroyed by Holte. 
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1 have therefore been under the necessity of sending him orders to 
join his regiment immediately. I wish this to be explained to Ms 
family, le^t they should think I had used him ill. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis, 

Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, sept. is, ivse. 

I did not intend writing to you by tliis packet, but as its 
sailing is deferred for some hours, I think it will bo some jileasure to 
you to see under my hand that I am well, and that I flatter myself 
that I shall be able to render some essential service in this country. 

I can give no guess how I can manage my own affairs, as I have 
not yet begun housekeeping. Eemittauees will be uncertain as to 
time ; in my situation I must be nice in the mode ; I am sure that 
I must live vastly witliin my income; but we are paid half in 
money and half in certificates, which, although they bear 8 per 
cent, interest, are at 18 per cent, discount ; in two or tlireo months 
I shall be able to write more fully on this subject. I long much 
to hear from England, yet I dare hardly hope to do it in less than 
tliree or four months. They flatter us with cooler weather. in 
another month ; at present nothing can be hotter. I have written 
to Brome — there all my hopes are fixed ; if he continues well, I 
shall broil in comfoit. Your truly affectionate brother, 

Cornwallis. 

The singular confederacy of the Marathas is described at great 
length by Duff, to whose work the reader is referred for the details 
of their origin and history, which are there most accurately giyem 
Their nominal head was the Raja of Sattara.^ He was a mere 
pageant, spending an indolent life at Sattara, in utter inactivity 
and destitute of power, in fact in such strict seclusion, that it 
almost amounted to restraint Like Shah Alem, ho was the counter- 
part of the Rois Faineants of France, when Charles Martel and his 
father governed under the humble title of Maires du Palais, 

The real authority was exercised by the Pashwa, a title whicli, 
literally translated, means he who stands before/’ He was nomi- 
nally only the Prime Minister of the Raja, but practically fdl the 

i Tiie Raja of Satfaua in I7$e was Sliaho wMdi they wore kept, reiulew it difficult Li 
Biya, the adopted sou of his pre^iecossor Ram give very accurate <lotaik about thorn, 

Baja, who died iu X777, Tiie sodusiou in 
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Maratlia chiefs paid Mm obedience more or less strict. Sivagi, 
the founder of the Maratha state, did possess, and his immediate 
successors partially retained, considerable influence, till the Peshwa, 
Balaji Baji Eao, usurped all the power of the government. He con- 
verted a large portion of the Maratha territories into a state really 
independent, and fixed his residence at Poona. On his death in 
June, 1761, he was succeeded successively by his two sons, Madlio 
Eao, and Harain Eao.* The posthumous son of the latter, Mahdoo 
Kao Narain, became the legitimate Peshwa. 

Other Maratha chiefs followed tlie example of Balap Baji Eao, 
and made themselves practically indopendent, though still nomi- 
nally subservient to the Eaja of Sattara, or rather to the Peshwa. 
All of them were perpetually making war upon each other ; but if 
assailed by any foreign power, they generally united and made 
common cause against the enemy. Their territories were gra- 
dually absorbed, one by one, by the Company, and there now 
remains hardly a single independent Maratha chief, tlm descendants 
of Holkar, Sindia, and the Gaekwars, resident at Indore, Gwalior, 
and Baroda® perhaps excepted. But even they retain only portions 
of the possessions of their ancestors, and are in the class of Pro- 
tected Princes. 


Mixute of the Govern-or-Oeneral. 


[Extract.] 


Sept. 27, 178G. 


Having now Tiad the papers relating to the late nogoeia- 
tions between this Government and the Marattas, T feel myscH' 
most forcibly called npon to request that this Hoard will roconsidor 
them in the most serious manner. That the offer, through our 
Resident at Poona, to grant an assistance of troops from Bombay 
to the Peshwa, proceeded from the warmest anxiety for the public 
good, I am firmly persuaded ; hut I am clearly of opinion, that if 


^ Ma41io Rao was b. Aug. 1744, d. Kov. 
IS, 1772; Namm Rao b. 1755, miirderod 
Ang. 30, 1773. At bis rlcatb, his nnclo 
liagonath tried to be fesbwa, but the birth 
ef Mjilidoo Rao Narain prevented him from 
obtaining that dignity. He was however in 
BOs^asion of tbe real authority, but after the 
ireaiy of Salbyo he was obliged to retire into 
liff, and died early in 1784, The 
ofAlhiri^ then devolved on Nana 
'' . ^!|fahdoo liao Narain was succseeded 

by Bi^oe Rao, 'a^ho ww bom 

ia A77A, 1, not;: get the; musn’ad HU 

Ueov 4 ^ Olid! with' hipo' ‘tonhinated the 
dondinion of \^0 R«hwae,,whtti Re was de- 


j)Osed, June 3, 1818, byLordlhwtings. Nana 
Sahib, whose atrocities at Cawnpoie have 
(Sept, 1857) given him such unenviable no- 
toriety, is his adopted son. 

^ Gaekwars — ^literally hexdsmen. Uumnaji 
d. in 1 768. His eldest son Syagi was supposed , 
to be nearly an idiot, and Govlnd Eiio assumed * 
the reins of pwer. But B'utteh Sing, tW 4th 
and youngest son, took up the cause of hfs.Afer 
brother, and governed, from 1771, ah Recent. 
He diei Doe, JH, 1789; ’ and 'th«r Mhiiogi, 
another brother, 'took his pkce. He died 
Aug. 1,1790,, and Oovind Rao at last got un- 
dk^ted’ possession, »d Wd it till hi® death, 
Sept* ISOO. 
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performed^ it would amount to a direct breacli of tlio. late treaty 
of peace with Tippoo Sultan, in the first article of which, the 
contracting parties engage that they will not directly or indi- 
rectly assist the enemies of each other f and it w^ould be no less 
acting in defiance of the Act of 24th Geo. III. I cannot consider 
tlic French, or any other intriguers that we know of, as in any 
degree ajjproaching to the spirit 'of the above exception. It is 
unnecessary to examine the policy of a measure we are not at 
liberty to adopt: we cannot give the three battalions without 
going to war; we cannot go to war without, offending the laws of 
our country. It is therefore high time to extricate ourselves from 
our present critical and dangerous situation, the continuance of 
which will not only give the most just grounds of offence to Tippoo, 
but will probably produce a quarrel' with tlie Poona ministors, wiio, 
by Mr. Malet’s letter to the Governor-General of the 2nd of June, 
already express a diffidence of oiu- sincerity. I bog leave, there- 
fore, to propose to the Board, that wo should avail ourselves of the 
opportunity of the change in the Government to draw a distinct 
line for our own future conduct, and tliat I sbould be directed to 
write to the Peshwa accordingly. 


Eakl Coenwallis to CHAimns Wabbe Mabet, Esq,, Resudint at Poohah. 

Sin, . Calcutta, Sept. 27, 1786. 

I am free to confess to you, that upon my taking charge of 
this Government, it gave me great concern to be informed of the 
nature of the late negociations with the Court at which you reside ; 
for, whilst Tij)poo Sultan observes on his part the treaty with the 
Company, we are forbid by that treaty, as well as by Act of Parlia- 
ment, to give assistance directly or indirectly to his enemies. We 
are in an unpleasant dilemma. By our offer of aid we have given 
cause of complaint to Tippoo ; and by our not making good that 
offer, I much apprehend that we shall offend the Poonah adminis- 
tration. Under all these circumstances however, the Boapl has 
resolved to adopt the measure of a strict adherence to subsisting 
treaties; and we hope that while Nana Furnavezfe^ and the other 
Ministers are inclined to be angry at the disappointment, they 
will not refuse their approbation of this proof of our spirit of 

^ Nana Fiimaveze. His real tmm was sabseqaently recontsiled to EaglioWs son, 
Balaji Janardan. Furmveze, or correctly Baji Itiio, and became bis minister. He died 
Pimr-Navds, is a title equiTalent to snpenn- MSA'cb 13, 1800, bavitig had for forty years 
tciident of financial accounts. He was the the pnncipal induenoe in 'the conduct of the 
eonddential minister of the Peshwa, Madho Maratha government. He was a man of re- 
Uao, and his descendaiite, and supported them mai'kablc talent and skill, 
against tlwir miclc Eagboha. But he was 
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justice. Inclosed is a letter to the Peshwa,^ conformable to the 
above resolution ; and you will please to deliver it in the proper 
maimer by the earliest opportunity. You will at the same time 
accompany it with a declaration in the most civil terms, that, 
having the most friendly disposition towards the Peshwa and the 
Mahratta State, and the highest esteem for the character of Nana 
Furnaveze, it has given me the utmost pain to find myself under 
the necessity of commencing my administration with a measure, 
upon which it is possible to put any other construction ; but I 
can allow no consideration to operate with me in competition with 
the preservation of the faith of treaties, and obedience to the la^vs 
of our country. You will, I am sensible, have a delicate part to 
act upon this critical occasion. But from your abilities and 
address, I entertain groat hopes of your being able to make this 
commnm*cation without occasioning a breach of the friendly inter- 
course between the two Governments. You will add to any other 
expedient that may occur to yourself, towards smoothing a matter 
probably in itself ^sagreoable, that from the high opinion I have 
of the power of the Mahratta empire, I cannot bring myself to 
believe that they have any serious danger to apprehend from such 
an enemy as Tippoo. But should such danger arise from the inter- 
ference of any European Power against them, this Government 
will be ready to consider how far they can then venture to take 
vigorous and effectual steps for their protection and support. I 
also wish you to give the strongest assurances to the young Peshwa 
of my warm attachment to his person, and to infonn him that I 
have already given orders to search for the largest and the smallest 
elephant in this country, and when found, I shall beg leave to 
present them to him. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieutenant James Anderson, Resident with 

MADAiEE BcXNDTA, 

Sib, Oct 2, 178S. 

As wo could not in the opinion of the Board give a military 
aid to the Mahrattas without a breach of the late treaty with 
Tippoo, and 'of the Act of Parliament 24th Qeo. Ill*, it has been 
/tbpHght expedient to extricate ourselves from that embamsaipg 
by the edrcumstahco of my arrival, and 'that lAliould 
'Write- to' tette to, tee Peshwa, of which a copy m ,, Soon 

pwiiicd* ' ' ' ' ■ ' ' ' 
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after our resolutions on tMs subject were passed, we received a 
letter from Mr. Malet, dated the 21st of August, wHch has induced 
us to give him some discretionary power respecting the delivery of 
the letter to the Peshwa. Should he have received certain informa- 
tion that Tippoo has committed any open act of hostility against 
any British possessions, the letter to the Peshwa is to he withheld 
entirely; should ho be persuaded that the negociations are likely to 
terminate in a speedy peace, he is at liberty to delay the delivery 
of the letter as long^as it can be done without his being driven 
to give an evasive answer, or convey to the Mahrattas tlie smallest 
hopes of assistance. Mr. Malet has been directed to give you 
notice two or three days previous to the delivery of the letter to 
the Peshwa, that you may bo properly apprized of his intention, 
and take an opportunity of communicating it to Madajee Scindia. 
Being unable to form an opinion to iny satisfaction on tlie probable 
effect of the measure we liave adoi)ted on the mind and schemes 
of Scinclia, it has been thought prudent, instead of writing to him- 
self, to leave it to your discretion to communicate the substance of 
our resolution, at the time and in the manner you may think most 
proper, after having received notice from Mr. Malet that my letter 
is to be delivered to the Peshwa ; and you may accompany the 
communication with assurances of our most sincere regret at finding 
ourselves restrained by om duty to our country, frouj^ giving those 
proofs that may have been expected from us, of our earnest concern 
for the prosperity and welfare of fice MaJiratta Btata. 

I am, (&c., 

COENWALLIB. 


Minutk ok the Goveknok-Gekmuk. 

Oofc. % 1786. 

The petition received from Mn Fraser at our last meeting 
in this department, has led me to apprehend tliat it has been 
sometimes the practice of this Board, to interfere l^tween his 
ExcoUeney the Nabob-Vizier and his private creditors in a manner 
which, in my opinion, is highly inexpedient and improper, and 
unwarranted by the nature of our connexion witfi him ; I therefore 
beg leave to move, that it may be 'resolved that the Secretary 
should be ordered to convey our positive instructions to the agent 
at Lucknow, that he shall not in ftitnre solicit the Vizier or his 
ministers for the payment of private debts ; and to the accountant, 
that he must on no pretence receive any money^ except on account 
of tins Governmeid. OoBrnwAunm 
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Tlie two following letters are inserted as specimens of tlie 
Oriental style of writing. Lord Cornwallis, considering it undigni- 
fied for the British Government to exchange coraplinients with tlio 
Native Princes, determined to put an end to such a style in the 
communications between them and the Governor-General, but it 
was long before he accomplished his object. 

From H. R. H. the Shah Zada to the Governor-General. 

[Erom tlie Prince, in liis own liaudwriting.] 

Oct. 0, 178(1. 

The particulars of my coining to Lucknow, it is certain that 
b(jforG this you have fully learned from the information of Governor- 
Genera] Hastings and other faithful gentlemen. At present, for 
your information, I write at large the account of my journey to this 
quarter, that Ins deceased Majesty Ameer Tymur, ray ancestor, by 
command of the Almighty, after possessing himself of the seven 
kingdoms of India, which extend to the four cardinal points, and 
are the most excellent of kingdoms, having chosen this country for 
the residence of his posterity, like their native country, bestowed 
upon it the honour of being his place of abode. Accordingly, from 
a period of 500 years, his successors, high in dignity and authority, 
have continued to give laws and issue commands in this country ; 
and the fame of their conquests and the report of their government 
are as plain as the sun and brighter than the moon. There is no 
necessity for narration; the accounts and particulars of the con- 
quests and government of each monarch are recorded in the his- 
tories and annals, and arc as well known as the sun. Prom the 
day when his exalted Majesty Shah Allum gave beauty to the 
throne of Indostan, every one of his slaves and servants, whom 
considering to be trustworthy, ho had appointed to tlie government 
of kingdoms, came ungrateful to his sovereign, forgetting the honour 
to which he had been raised, and performing no duty of obedience 
and allegiance, was totally deficient in the offices of service. In 
tlie end they were all defeated and punished. When his Majesty, 
from his favour and beneficence, bestowed dignity on me superior 
to my brothers, and honoured me with the title of heir-apparent, I 
qo^d not support -the sight of the shame and disgrace, of the 
'la^atithde, of these villains ; and bold thought came into my com- 
i'mind, that <mmmg forth from the corner of retirement, 
should direct my steps' towards some quarter. As the particulars 
and' 'sincerity and 'fidelity of the noble English 
my"' hearing, I turned the reins of my 
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desire towards Lncknow, in reliance upon the attachment and 
service of the English gentlemen ; and my heart’s object was this, 
that with the conjunction and advice of the noble English gentle- 
men, having provided for the settlement of the kingdom, and having 
planned the establishment of the throne of His Majesty, I should 
obtain happiness from the title of Heir- Apparent which His Majesty 
liad bestowed upon me, and should in return for this favour perform 
some service which might be acceptable to His Majesty, and might 
remain recorded in the annals of the world. Accordingly, after my 
arrival at Lucknow, discourses of designs and actions took place 
with Governor Hastings ; bnt as his departure towar<ls Europe was 
near, the event of this business did not come to light. As all 
matters depend on their season, the event of these hapj)y objects 
was kept nntil your arrival. God be praised that the objects of all 
my prayers to God is come to pass! Truly, from hearing the 
happy news of the arrival of yon worthy of favour, fresh delights 
and iiinunierablo joys come to me ; and it became fixed in my 
penetrating mind, that by the assistance of God the settlement of 
the affairs of liis Majesty’s throne will take place in the manner 
which I wish, through the wise plans of yon, a peer gifted with 
sincerity- From the certainty of this event, a thought came into 
my mind, that having speedily honoured you, and made myself 
happy by an interview, I should in person, without the intervention 
of letters and correspondence, bring forward with you the views of 
settlement to the kingdom, and the thoughts of embellishment to 
the affairs of the throne of His Majesty ; and the plans should be 
finally settled for the expulsion and removal of the wicked enemies 
of the throne, who, having raised their heads to rebellion and wai', 
have caused injury to the counriy ; and having executed, might bo 
deteimined by your advice, face to face, I should obtain happiness 
and honour from His Majesty’s presence in conseqtience of my 
journey, through the blessing of God and your firm alliance, and 
should exert niyself for the ease and security of mankind ; and as 
my heart has been long desirous to visit the country of Bengal, and 
to see the town and buildings of Calcutta and to journey on the 
river, and a speedy interview with you is my wish, I shall very soon 
depart towards Calcutta by the river, and by God’s gi^ace I shall 
very speedily arrive in that country* . This is the duty of your alle- 
giance, that upon the receipt of this letter you send in answer, a 
petition of summons for me, that it may meet me on the road, m\d 
that from the perusal of it the particulars of your attachment and 
fidelity may bo' made known to me ; and whatever other wishes 
and views of my heart may exist, God willing, 1 will soon declare 
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thoia after aii interview. By God’s permission, if any regulation 
for Iho tlirouo of His Majesty, and any settlements for the country 
should take place through your alliance, you will acquire, in a 
proper manner, rejmtation and fame in the eyes of my uncle His 
Sacred Majesty of England, and in the presence of His Majesty, 
my lord and director ; and it will remain during your life jneorded 
on the page of the world. Further considei-ing mo to be favourable 
and longing, continue hoping for real Muduoss, and Imow me to ho 
soon arriving. 

Tub GovisRNon-GESTEiiAn to H. R. H. the Siiaii Zada. 

1 have hocn honoured with the receipt of your Ilighm^ss’s 
shooka, acqiuiintiug mo with the particulars of your Highness’s 
coming to Jjuckuow, <jf your intention of (lonforrhig upon mo the 
hapj)iucss of an interview, with the other matters of great import- 
ance. 

I have already taken the liberty, in an address wliich 1 had the 
honour to present to your IlighnoHS, under date the 28th Soi»tera- 
bor, to represent the many weighty reasons which imposed upon mo 
the necessity of declining an honour which I should bo proud to 
receive ; and I trust that your Highness’s wisdom and penotmtion 
have fully comproheudod them, aud admitted their propriety. It 
is a matter of the sincerest eonconi and affliction to me to bo 
obliged to refer your Highness to those reasons in consequence of 
the shooka which you have now honoured me with, particularly as 
I am sensible of the very uncommon honour conferred upon me by 
ilB being written by your Highness’s own han<L 

Your Hfglmoss, whose mind is iEuminated with the rays of 
science, and who are so well versed in tho liistorios of nations and 
the annals of mankind, will know that those to whom Providence 
has assigired the direction of human affairs are bound by circum- 
stances of time and situation that will not permit them to act 
agreeably to their wMies and desires. I most sincerely lament 
that such should bo my fate, and that impediments not to be 
removed should intervene to frustrate not only the anxious desire 
of my heart to pay my respects to you in person, but also to deprive 
fne and the hSnglish nation of the honour of your sublime presence 
In Caleuttet* In feet, what greater dignity could I receiyo* hhd 
ill# Words express , the sorrow which afflicts me».fEom'’&e 
"*|^l^;ih#etenty'Of .being deprived ef such , distinguiAing 'marks 
regard fer ihe and the B'%li&''nation? 

, .®yniur are mot 
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iiElmown to me, and I liave long lamented, and still lament with 
heartfelt affliction, that the wishes of the enemies of your royal 
father, whose presence dignifies the throne of empire, should so 
long have prevailed. My prayers ai’e daily offered up to the Dis- 
poser of human events for the restitution of His Majesty to the 
dignity and fortune of his illustrious ancestors. 

Having fully explained my sentiments on the subject of the 
honour your Highness proposed to confer upon me by aiihnterview, 
wliat more can I add ? Permit me, however, to repeat the recpicst 
I had the honour to prefer to your Highness in my former address, 
to remain at Benares, where, in consequence of my orders to the 
officers of the Sircar, the attention and respect duo to your High- 
ness's exalted dignity will be paid with all assiduity. Though our 
meeting is impossible for the present, I consider it as postponed 
only till a more propitious opportunity. In tho mean time I 
humbly request your Highness to (jontinue to honour me with tho 
happy news of your royal woUaro, for which I continually offer up 
my prayers to tlnei Almighty. 


Eaiu. Coenwaixis to H. R. H. the Dujce op Yokk. 

Sib, CiJcutte, Not. 10, 1786. 

In the pursuit of military knowledge in which I left your 
Iloyal Highness, under the great authorities of Potsdam and 
Brunswick, I can hardly hope that a letter dated Calcutta will 
meet with a favourable reception. But as I formerly took tho 
liberty of telling your Eoyal Highness that every part of the 
British army had an equal claim to your care and patronage, and 
that we could not allow you to belong to any particular corps, so 
I must now consider you as the person who is one day to have the 
direction of the whole force of Britain, and looking to that period, 

I will not be afraid to say, that even our Indian army must not be 
below your notice and inquiry. The intense heat and th^ un- 
healthiness of the climate are much against, all military discipline ; 
yet I was astonished at the good 'appearance of ^ the partmf the 
King’s troops which I saw on the coa^ of 'Coromandel:' tlie 71st 
rC'giment would be esteemed' a g«>bd opn' ‘Wy 'part'' of Europe. I 
was assured that som'O/of :the'Othei*‘'’l^wo 'b/ no # inferior. 
The East India but their ^ 

European ‘infentary^ /'On,; these talnable pos- 
sessions 'may ai'ihds* wretched state. 

■ ' TheBepp'J’Sj*'‘'Or':n^Te''^ fine 'men, and would not 

/insfe'diggiScp 0C;'Srttf^'rante'j I haye heard undeniable proofs 
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of tlieir courage and patience in bearing linngcr and fatigue^ bnt 
from the little I have hitherto seen of thciiL I have no favourable 
idea of their discipline. 

Ygiir Royal Highness well knows that all troops are good or 
bad, according to tlie merit and exertion of their officers. In the 
Company’s service many of these are deserving and well-informed, 
and perhaps they have been more in the practice of judging and 
acting for thomselvc^s, than officers who have served in a lc‘-ss <‘xten- 
sive field. But the mainspring has been always wanting — they 
have had no head to look up to ; tlie promotion of rank has alw4ys 
gone by seniority ; and the lintrativc commands have been given to 
tliose who have had interest. Consecpicmtly there has been ii(^ spur 
to merit. 

Ilie Company’s officers have no regiments or governrmmts to 
look forward to: few constitutions can stmid this climate many 
y(^ars. If they cannot save some money, thc^y must, go home with- 
otit rank or pay, condenmod to disease and In^ggary. Under theses 
circumstances tlio most rigid General must rdax a little, and sufier 
practices that art3 in some degree rc^pugnnnt to th<3 nic(‘, hiclings of 
a soldier. In regard to the gom^ral Htat(3 of our aflairs in India., 
the power given to the Oovernor-fhimTal, how(wer itnnay now 1 x 3 
misplaced, is the only <‘hancc of saving this country, Mr, Fox’s 
plan would have ruined all. Tine stat(3 of onr finaiuxjs is alarming, 
the difficailtics are infinite ; 1 feel that the whole tuny go to ruin in 
my hands, bnt I do not despair, 1 will not tail in my duty ; I 
shall probably commit many errors, Imt I tnist to the (undid judg- 
m(3iit of my King and country, wbmli I have already so boncmrably 
exporioncod- 

I am. Your Royal irighness’s 

Most faitlxful and most dcvotc^d servant, 

OoilH WALLIS. 

Earl Counwalms to this Marquis ow Lansoownk. 

My DBAB IjOBD, Calculta, Hot. 1.3, 1783, 

Having boon two montlis seated in this governmont, 1 
thought it time to give my account of tihiiigs, oa|>ecially as the Me 
might be suapeetod of a little deluBiom They certainly 
, deserve the credit which they have asBumod, which, ypu will 
yo know tihe iwo who composed Ac majority of' 
' however, acknowledge 'that, idthough 

'a .state, as .they have been tepre- 
ineiai- . -desperate if you have any 
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regard for the intcre*sts of the Company, you must mot oppose ain 
good plan for relieving us from a debt^ which bears so luiavy anc 
ruinous an interest. My situation would have been easy if tin 
plan of last year had succeeded. You will bo glad to hear tliai 
I have found no bad effects from the climate, and that on tin 
wliolo I bear the very disagreeable life that I lead, with as nuiel 
patience as I could reasonably expect ; if I have any inei-it, I shall 
leave you to find it out from some other quarter. 1 liave apjiointecl 
Fonihelle my assistant in the Secretary’s Ofilce; I Inive tluj plea.- 
sure of assuring you that ho hears a very good (*haracter ; 1 shall 
not neglect proper opportunities horeafter of serving him. 

1 am, line, 

OoRNWALms, 


Earl Cornwallis to Loun Syunky. 

My DEAB Loud, (tnlcutta, Nov. m, 1786. 

My letters to the f^ourt of Directors and t^o the 8e(*r<!t Cimn 
mittec, eonlain so amjJe a detail of ovcnytliing that I have as yet 
come to the knowledge of in this country, that J cannot give you 
fuller information. The climate has hitherto agreed with me, and 
has now become much pleasanter, although what I have as yet seen 
of the cold season would appear a very hot season in your part of 
the world. My life is not a very agreeable one, but I have ven- 
tured to leave off a good d(^al of the buckram, winch rather im- 
proves it. Sloper is much recovered, and will sail next month. 
My kindest compliments and best wishes to liudy Hydney and all 
yonr family. I a, a, &«., 

CoilNW ALLIS. 

Lord Cornwallis had a groat dislilvO to foi'm and ceremony, and 
not only in India, but wherever else he was employed, dispensed 
with it as much as possible, only appearing in state, wlien publics 
reasons rendered it necessary for him to do so. Ilis habit and 
mode of life in India, probably contributed much to presservo his 
health. He rose very early, and took a long ride before breakftwt 
on a hard trotting borse, attended by one companion (almost always 
his military secretary, Colonel Boss) and a single groom. Ho never 
cared for good Hving, and with the exception porliaps of oiuj glnss 
of wine, dinnk nothing but water at dinner. In early life tins 
universal practice of the day had acicustomed him to hard drinking, 
but he had given it up many years before he went to Jinlia, where 
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(and clnring the remainder of his life) his daily allowance was a 
moderate quantity of claret after dinner ; and this, according to tlie 
enstoni of the time, was drank very slowly. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Secret and Confidential.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, mv. 15, i 78 d. 

You recollect that I am writing confidentially to you and 
Mr. Pitt, and to nohody cdse. 1 depend on your secrecy, and will 
not conceal from yon tliat the late Governnieiit had no authority, 
and the grossest frauds were daily coimnitted before their faces ; 
their whole conduct, and all their pretensions to economy, except 
in the reduction of salaries, was a scene of delusion. I suspect 
even that the opium and other contracts, the terms of which appear 
so advantageous, arc not calculated to promote the real interests of 
the Company ; and I am sure that the contractor for Oude cloths 
and Ondo indigo, was saddled with friends not very distant from 
the Government House. You will sec in the letters from the 
Board previous to my arrival, a plan for obtaining lllabad^ from 
the Vizier^ to which he had spirit enough to make a successful re- 
sistance. Unless I see some new lights, I shall not revive it ; I at 
present think the advantages of our possessing that post very (loubt- 
fid, and I am sure it wns intended as a scene of gross peculation at 
the expense of the Vizier and liis governniont. It would bo a 
needless and indeed an endless task, for me to pursue iliis topic 
from Lucknow to the coast. It is sufficient that you should know 
that I have the will as well as the power to correct it. 

The abilities of Mr. Shore, and his knowledge in ovfiry branch 
of the business of this country, and the very high (diaractcr which 
ho holds in the settlement, rendi^r his assistance to me invalualdc ; 
you will easily conceive that he has helped me much in the papere 
relative to the French claims and the finances. Kinart''^ is an 
honourable, good-tempered man, perfectly well disposed to mo, 
aad zoalons for the piibJio good. BesHove me, &c., 

COEHW^ALLIS. 

wwpwly wtual autharltj iu tlie pi we. Ifc w* fimUly 

In 177S te the mlmi to Un* Biwt IimIw Ib 1801. 

2 Hou, Ckrlw Siuait* , jwwcet ef 
to Imve Uebert, 7th Loitl Bkutyre j L I7«, d. 'iWi»y 
1, UTOmtIftd. 
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Earl Cornwallis to tiie Hon. Colonel Fox. 

Dear Fox, aiicatta, Nov. le, i 786 . 

You will be glad to bear that on the whole I find my situation 
here, both public and private, as well as I could reasonably expect. 
The army in Bengal is in a most wretched state, particularly the 
Europeans; you can conceive nothing so bad. I saw the 71st at 
Madras, looking exceedingly well, perfectly fit for service, and, indeed, 
in every respect above par; I am told some others of the King’s regi- 
ments were as good ; that shows it is possible. The weatlier was so 
hot when I was at Madras, and my stay was so short, that I could not 
visit any of the country cantonments. Sloper has been very iU ; 
he is displeased at his recall, but I think he could not have lived 
another year. His intentions when he came out, were I believe 
perfectly upright, but the number of hungiy dependents that he 
brought with him, have forced him into jobs that are totally un- 
warrantable, that have made him excessively unpopular, and that 
I am under the disagreeable necessity of undoing before his face. 
He never took any steps towards disciplining the army. Excuse this 
hasty scrawl ; you shall now and then have a line either from Boss 
or me, but I expect to hear from you often, as I think you have the 
most leisure of the two. Remember me to our friend Charles 
Lennox, and present my best compliments to the Luke. 

Yours, my dear Fox, 

Very sincerely, 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honoubable Sirs, nov. ig, i78g. 

, . . The finances will require your primary and moat 
serious attention. You will long since have been informed, tliat 
the plan formed last year for inducing the Company’s creditor 
in India to transfer their demands to Europe, has not aueceeded to 
any considerable extent, and the statements which I now ttanamit, 
will sufScienHy explain to you the necessity of immediately 
adoptiog another (if you have not already done it) equally cal- 
culated to promote the proposed object, and inore likely to be 
acceptable in this countxy* \ '-J' 

, It is needless for me to 'enlarge ^ tipon, ^opicB-'-liiat ajre obvious to 
your ‘ own discernment,' and of ybu/'da%,',, -experience the 

effects; while our unavoidable' the interest 
due upon our debts,- and dhe 'deinamfe:':%<^/tE^^ Presidencies, 
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absorb tlie produce of the revenues, a considerable investment can 
only be made by fresh issues of paper. By this mode the evil, 
though protracted, is increased. It exhibits a delusive appear- 
ance of wealth, which cannot be supported, and by a temporary 
accommodation entails permanent distresses. Yon may depend 
upon the strictest attention and most rigid economy in all public 
disbursements, and in obtaining the different articles of supplies 
wanted for the public service, but I cannot flatter yon with any 
expectations of drawing new resources by the further retrenchment 
of salaries or establishments. It does not appear to me that your 
pecuniary embarrassments can be substantially relieved by any 
means practicable in tliis country ; and convinced as I am of this 
truth, to conceal it would be" criminaL I am far however from 
deeming the evil insurmountable: on the contrary, I think the 
means of removing it are in your power. 

. . . Many of the principal persons connected with this 

Government, have anxiously desired leave to visit Calcutta since 
my arrival. The Tizior proposed to come in person, but pressed 
in the strongest manner for leave to send his Minister, Ilyder Beg 
Khan ; ^ with the latter request I thought proper to comply. This 
Minister is described to me as a man of uncommon abilities, 
and he no doubt exercises at present the whole power of the 
Vizier’s Government. The pai^ticular object on their part, of his 
mission has not yet been signified to mo, and I will not venture 
positively to predict what advantages we may derive from it ; but 
I shall be at pains to impress Hyder Beg Khan witli a conviction, 
that we have no design but that of promoting the real interests of 
the Vizier, which look upon as inseparable from our own, and 
that while he conducts his administration upon that principle, he 
may depend upon the protection and support of this Government. 
I have had the most unfavourable representations of the manage- 
mont of the finances, and of the state of tho Courts of Justice in tlio 
country of Oude, It will be a principal object with mo to <mdeavour 
to obtain a promise from Hyder Beg Khan, to use his utmost exer- 
tions to correct the abuses of both. 

Mahomet Beza Khan/ and Sadut AH Khan/ are here upon 

• ^ ^ Khaga had heea Minister of tho was twice removed and restored to office ; ami 

Nihoh Oude from the time of Hiistmgs. 'before Lord Cornwallis arrived in fadia Ids 
Ue tied July, 1792, He was a most able aud power had ceased, as Bhglkhmett 

Amu. ' ployed to tisclmi’ge hi$ duties. . ,IIf trai how- 

Hhau, a hoMemmi of much respected > apt oflih ;cdi»u!'bd. 

WMiinadft'fey Um BugilAtu fmidly 'sottW mmt, whae 'his 

ithd as su^ dis», deweadauts still live, Mid mo' calM hCabobi 

' tM Mut Ali'Khtd wik ^brother €>f A^f ud' 
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Tisits merely complimentary, and the Nabob Mobarick nd Dowlah^ 
has been so earnest in his solicitations for leaye to come to Calcutta 
for a short time, that I have been forced to consent to receive him, 
and I expect him here in a few days. Eut I have been principally 
embarrassed by the pressing instances of tlie Shah Zada*^ for a 
personal interview, which, though in vain, as you will see by our 
correspondence, I was at pains to decline, and I take for granted 
that he will be here in the course of next month. I shall certainly 
receive and treat him with much respect and the greatest kindness ; 
but I have already prepared his mind not to expect many of the 
outward ceremonials usually paid in this country to the princes of 
the house of Timur, as they would not only be extremely irksome 
to me personally, but also, in my opinion, improper to be submitted 
to by the Governor-General at- the seat of your Government. The 
whole political use that may he derived from this event is at present 
uncertain, but there may arise some future advantage if we can 
gain his affection and attachment ; in the mean time yon need not 
be afraid of my contracting any inconvenient engagements with 
him. 

I think it also incumbent on me to slate to you that the abuses 
or neglects in recruiting your Europeans, appear to bo scandalous, 
and if not corrected, may endanger the safety of your possessions 
in this quarter of the globe : the best men being picked from the 
whole of the recruits for the artillery, that corps both hero and at 
Madras is in a good and serviceable state, but the other European 
regiments are in very bad condition, incomplete in numbers, and 
many of those numbers consisting of foreigners, sailors, invalids, or 
men under the proper size for military services. Even the recruits 
of last season, though said to be better than usual, have proved to 
he very insufficient in number for comjjleting the estabhshinent, 
and the proportion of sailors and vagrants among them w^as so 
great, that no less than 62 have deserted from Fort William alone 
in the course of the last two months. Besides these, another class 
of recruits has been sent that have boon particularly embarrassing 
to us, and which could only have happened by the most shameful 
connivance offisome of the people ; employed in your recruiting 

DowUh, HaTbol^ <>f Ou.4% at O'Wraor eotriisted Iiim to tlio 

zm All was made Kabofo, bat ktt^r j of the second wife of Ids 

ww dispossessed (Jan. " ' Wkr* Wtmot £{s mother. ' 

being promt to bo spuriom; 4"' ®'Sbab ^ada,litoi ally son of the king. His 
p3-ade Nabob ; d. Wy If, '> '* ' V' iV. ; was Jivan Ikkbt Jabamkr Shah, son tji" 

ytobaHok ddiOowm, 1740. Having vainly endon- 

d# Scpt.lrt^'f "to- ro^storo the feikn fortunes of his 

"''ffetxiiJy, .he retired to Benares, where he died 
fetishtid,'';' 1788. 
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service; I mean gentlemen (among whom there are even some 
half-pay King’s officers) who never meant to servo, and indeed, are 
xmfit for the duties of private soldiers, but who procxired themselves 
to be enrolled as recruits, merely to get a passage on board the 
chartered ships to India. Upon their arrival here, humanity and 
necessity force us to accept their offer of a man in their place, but 
which is no addition to our strength, as in most instances he is 
either a sailor who deserts, or the same man that would have been 
otherwise obtained, and the gentlemen when discharged are in 
general without employment, and soon after in great want and 
distress. Having been informed that this practice has been too 
frequent for several years past, I have been umvilling to be harsh 
with the gentlemen of that description who -have come out in the 
ships of last season, but I have to request that in futoe, no such 
fallacious enlistments be suffered at home, and also that it may be 
notified as publicly as possible, that if any such young men do come 
out, either by passing themselves for persons of the proper class for 
recruits or by the collusion of others, I am determined that they 
shall serve the time for which they are engaged, or, if I should bo 
induced to consent to discharge them, it shall be on the express 
condition of not only finding a man to replace them, but also of 
giving security that they shall return to Europe at their own 
expense by the first ships that sail. I am the more earnest in 
stating the real condition of your European force, as it is the foun- 
dation npon which all your power and dominion in this country 
must in many possible cases stand or fall. 

The native troops have on many occasions evinced great fidelity 
and attachment to your service ; on several others, from want of 
pay or other causes, they have manifested tokens of dissatisfaction 
and revolt. When wavering in their allegiance, a respectable 
body of Europeans would awe them to obedience. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Eaul Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

[Secret.] 

GfpSfTIiBMKN, Fort Williata, Not. 1ft, 1786. 

, , . . . ■ Madajee Soindia has Mtherto resisted tke soHeitatidns 

Sf It^ Vdoa^ administration, to take an. actiTe; part in the war 
; aiid iind®t 'shadow of tho King's authority, 
'tes amhitious'Sdhem€« on',' the Vpp^ Provinces. 
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His failure in several attempts before the rains, and the general 
disaffection and even aversion of many of the Mogul Chiefs, who 
have hitherto acted with Mm, may probably, without any foreign 
interference, render those schemes abortive. His real plan of 
operations for the dry season cannot yet be precisely ascertained. 
Among other designs, there appeared to Mr. Anderson some 
reason to suspect that he intended to attack Golam Kadir Khan,^ 
whose dominions are contiguous to those of the Vizier in the 
Doab. His late acquisitions on the borders of the Vizier’s 
country, have I am afraid, sown the seeds of many future dis- 
putes ; and, exclusive of any consideration on that head, Ms suc- 
cess against Golam Eadir Khan would give a most dangerous 
addition to his strengtii. I therefore, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Aiulerson, authorised him at his discretion to deliver a messag(i 
from mo to Scindia, couched in civil terms, but tending to discon- 
rage him from any nearer approach in that quarter to the terri- 
tories of the Vizier. 

Hostilities still continue between the Nizam and Mahrattas on 
one side, and Tippoo Siiltaun on the other. Since tlie rains, 
Tippoo has crossed the Tungbuddra, and by' our last accounts 
both armies were in its neighbourhood, and at no great distance 
from each other. Some skirmishes, but no decisive action has 
been fought, that we have yet heard of. Amid all their own 
internal dissensions, we have no reason at present to apprehend 
that any of our neighbours entertain hostile designs against any 
of your possessions in Ilindostan. And upon this political subject 
I shall only add, that I shall be at great pains, and hope in time 
to succeed in convincing them all, that it is tlie earnest desire of 
this Government to cultivate their friendship, and to refrain from 
giving them just cause of offence, either by positive injuries or by 
intrigues ; but that on the otlior hau{l, it is equally our deter- 
mined resolution, to suffer no insults or injuries to ourselves or to 
our allies, to pass umresented. 

The multiplicity of other business in which I have been 
engaged since my arrival here, has hitherto prevented mo from 
making much progress in my inquiries into tlie conduct of those 
commercial servants pointed at in f<m ' secret letter, dated 12th 
April last. Although I am already persuaded that there is much 
ground for believing that your suspicions are too well founded, of 

1 Oliolam K'afJir Klmu, of forces drove Mm out of Delhi 

Nabob of Ife was 'fe TOrroIlowlBg October, and lie wiw taken 

Midler, of fort imc, -tools to dcin-tbUf order of Siudia before the 

Jupc, and' 'rtiadc 'clone of the year, 

cye^ Iie'bt®s4f tsdtib BS'&ggeff 
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many of tliem haying been guilty of corroption or sliameftil 
negligence, I will not yet Yentnre to say that we shall be able to 
obtain legal proofs of either. 

The customs and prejudices of the natives render it difficult in 
such cases to obtain information from them ; and the combination 
of those servants that have been concerned in such iniquitous 
transactions may thi’ow insuperable obstacles in the way of 
investigation into past abuses. I have not yet been able to obtain 
from the Board of Trade certain lists and papers that I called for, 
to enable me, by ascertaining the names of contractors and 
members of the Board of Trade at certain periods, to ffle bills in 
equity according to your directions. I trust however that I shall be 
able to proceed to the execution of your commands on that head, 
immediately after the despatch of the ^ Swallow’ packet. . . . 

I have, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 


[PriTate.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. 30, 1786. 

. . . Many things remain still to be done : an investi- 

gation of the Moorshedabad Durbar, where I believe a Resident 
will not be found necessary, and of the Augean stables of Benares 
and Lucknow. The army is in a most shocking state, and will 
require my utmost exertions. One example properly chosen may 
do much good, and save the ruin of many. I wish your country- 
man — had not left this countxy before my arrival, that I 
miglit have set a public mark on his infamy. The worst news 1 
have to tell you is that Mr. Shore’s health declines very much, and 
I am really apprehensive that he cannot remain in this country. 
If this should happen it will be a most serious public loss, and to 
me a greater disappointment than I can describe. You will hear 
from me soon again by the ‘ William Pitt,’ by which conveyance 
you will receive General Sloper, his - — his secretary, and all his 
grievances. 

Macpherson is much better, hut I believe he will go home. 

I am, &c., 


i$ not too I wish yon would stir in 

thobh^Vy andmseless -expense of the 
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German troops. But don’t mistake me, and take away a Britisk 
regiment instead of them. The King’s Bidtish regiments must not 
be parted with ; we haye in reality nothing else, except the corps 
of artillery, that deserves the name of an European force. 


Minute of the Governor-Geneeau. 

Dec. 22, 1786. 

I should in any case be sorry to have my intentions miscon- 
strued by the Court of Directors, but it would give me particular 
concern if any part of the conduct of my predecessor in office 
should be affected by such misconstruction. I cannot therefore 
have the smallest objection to comply with Mr. Macpherson’s 
wishes, that the explanation which he gives of the line that ho 
pursued in regard to the claims of individuals upon the Vizier, 
shall 1)0 stated in our next general letter in the secret depart- 
ment. A strict adherence to our general resolution against all 
futoe interference of that kind, will I am persuaded, be found 
useful and creditable to this Government ; and as the principles 
upon whicli that resolution was founded will soon be generally 
Icnown, I cannot say that I apprehend much inconvenience from 
private solicitation. I tMnk it very possible that individuals who 
know that they cannot succeed here, will try the fate of similar 
applications to the Court of Directors ; hut as I will freely conr 
fess that the reasons which actuated us should in my opinion 
lose none of their force with the Honourable' Court, it would not 
be justifiable in me to rec^ommend the measure of calling for and 
stating a list of the private debts of the Nabob Vizier to British 
subjects. It would most reasonably be construed into an imifiied 
intention of giving assistance to recover them, and would directly 
contradict the declaration that 1 have given, on the proper line 
for the future conduct of the Governmonk 


Eabe Cornwallis to Charles Warre Malbt, 

ym, . Calcutta, Dec. 24-, 1786: 

. . . Our information respecting the internal state of the 

Maratta nation appears to me to be particularly defective. You 
well know that it has ever been publicly asserted that there is no 
such person as the Ram Rajah' at Sattarah, in existei\co. But this 
fact, if not done already, you will! be able to ascertain. beyond a 

' Item Baja died 5u mi. Seo »iot« W p. 2^7, 
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possibility of doubt ; and if a Ram Rajah be alive, 1 trust that 
you will have it in your power to add some account of the manner 
in wMcii he is treated, and of the ceremonies observed in any 
intercourse between him and the Peshwa. 

I have not yet been able to procure such elephants as i 
wished to send to the Peshwa, but I must beg of you to assure 
him that I have by no means forgot them. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, Dec. 27, i78«. 

. . . Some vessels have already arrived from China, and 

1 am sorry to say, have brought heavy complaints against the con* 
duct of your supracargoes there, representing them as being engaged 
under the cover of other names, in private commerce, and oppress- 
ing the traders from this country and the two coasts, by a spirit 
of monopoly and combination amongst themselves. Upon the 
arrival of the other ships of the season, I shall make further 
inquiries concerning this important subject, and if those repre- 
sentations appear to be well founded, I shall think it my duty to 
make very serious remonstrances to the Council of supracargoes, 
and I have no doubt of my being supported by your Honourable 
Court. The trade from this country to the eastward is attended 
with great hazards and most precarious profits. It is at present 
by no means flourishing ; and, if it meets with check instead of 
encouragement froiA our own servants at Canton, it will soon be 
totally lost. 

Since my arrival in this country, a great variety of representa- 
tions and complaints have been made to me against the conduct of 
some individuals, and the general system of the present mode of 
managing the Durbar of the Nabob Mobarick ud Dowlah. At 
this distance, many circumstances concur to render it almost 
impossible to discover the truth ; and, being extremely anxious to 
treat that family with the utmost delicacy and kindness, I have 
prevailed upon Mr. Bhore, who is so peculiarly qualified for that 
office, to undertake an excursion to Moorshedabad to make the 
ie0;^swy investigations on the spot. From all that I hate’ •already' 
it highly probable that it will 'appear ' io 'fe* 
de'i?eht'v;ih':'tMs,, Clovemment tq,' abstain from much' bf the inter- 
' ferehcc-fe^i ''h^, in the detail'of the business of 
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tliat lioiisoliolcl^ and wliicli has been attended with great expense to 
the Nabob. But at the saine iime, humanity and justice will 
require that we shall take effectual means to secure the regular 
payment from the Nabob’s allowance, of all salaries and pensions 
that by the customs of people of that rank, are justly due to the 
relations and descendants of the family. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Viscount Beome. 

My DEAREkST Charles, Calcutta, Dec. 28, 1780. 

You will have lioard that soon after I loft England I was 
elected Knight of the Garter, and very likely laughed at mo for 
wishing to wear a blue riband over my fat belly. I could have 
excused myself in the following lines : — 

“ Boliold the child, by nature’s kindly law, 

Pleased with a rattU‘, tickled with a straw ; 

Some livelier playthinj^ jjjivcs Ids youth delight, 

A little louder, hut as empty quite. 

Scarfs, garters, geld, amuse his ri})or stage, 

And heads aTid prayer-books are the toys of ag(^.” ^ 


But I cau assure you, upon my honour, that I neither asked for it 
nor wished for it. The reasonablo object of ambition to a man is 
to have his name transmitted to posterity for eminent services ren- 
dered to his country and to mankind. Nobody asks or cares 
whether Hampden, Marlborough, Pelham, or Wolfe wore Knights 
of the G-arter. Of all things, at present, I am most anxions to hear 
about you. The packet that was coming to us overland, and that 
left England in July, was cut off by the wild Arabs between Aleppo 
and Bussora. Mr. Hayes will exjffaiu to you what sort of people 
the Arabs or Arabians arc, as well as what country they i»haMt; 
and you will look in the map for Aleppo and Bussora. We are in 
daily hope of the arrival of the ‘Intell^noe’ packet Let me 
know that you are well and do well,' aad l shall be happy even at 
Calcutta. , . ^ •: 

that God may bless you and preserve you to be my comfort is 
almost the only pray®? of your trulil* affectionate father, 

COBWALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Privaf-e.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 28, 1786. 

. . . We have been so unfortunate as to lose our over- 

land packet, wliicli was cut off by the wild Arabs ; some straggling 
letters however, wiatten about the middle of July, have found 
their way to us. In these we read of dissensions between the 
Board of Control and Court of Directors ; the subject of the quarrel 
is said to be the exclusion of the interference of the latter, in 
matters relative to the debts of the ISTabob of Arcot. I trust you 
will have approved of my discouraging Campbelfs plan of taldng 
that load on the shoulders of the Company, which I think are not 
able to bear such a weight of iniquity. 

I have in the most decided terms declared that this Govern- 
ment wiU take no concern about the private creditors of the Vizier, 
and I hope you will be as firm on this subject. I expect Hyder 
Beg in the course of next month, when I shall have a difficult 
game to play ; but I think fairness, honesty, and firmness, will be a 
match for cunning, corruption, and timidity. 

The war between Tippoo and the Marattas seems to go on 
without any material advantage on either side. 

You will see by my letters to the Court of Directors, that I 
have undone one of the acts of my military predecessor, by restoring 
the tent allowance ^ to the army, though on so reduced a plan as 
to make a very considerable saving. In this instance I have been 
so pecnliarly fortunate as to unite popularity and economy, for the 
officers are exceedingly well satisfied, and the Company will gain 
above six thonsand pounds a year. Some Lucknow jobs shall soon 
suffer the same fate ; and after my saying this, if you and Mr. Pitt 
were not frequently in the habit of bestowing panegyrick where it is 
very ill-deserved, you would be surprised at seeing my name to a 
flaming paragraph in praise of the General The worst is, that this 
will not bo the last of that species of composition wHch I shall be 
forced to sign this winter, as I understand that the late Governor- 
General certainly goes home in the ^ Berrington/ although he 
has not yet communicated it to me. After the departure's of this 

Lord Cornwallis, Dec. 20, gave an allow- officers of regiments were made responsible for 
officers of the six Sepoy brigades, this eq^nipage, being always ready for the 
aowydffig to lank, from 50 to 160 field. On the other hand a krge number of 
Sonnaat;rh;^ees>-armonth, for which they were camp attendants were dismissed, and on the 
to pronto ;^'wntonment0, as well ,aa in the whole' there was a balance in fayonr of Go- 
field, as well aS vernmtot. 
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year, I will move a resolution that we shall leave off this ridiculous 
practice, and let the public judge of m by our actions. 

Mr. Shore is better, and has made up his mind to stay in the 
country ; I have the satisfaction of hearing from Madras that Sir 
A. CampbeU’s health is perfectly re-established. I find that it 
would by no means suit my friend Davies ^ to go upon the bench. 
I trust you will not send out Sir Elijah Impey.^ All parties and 
descriptions of men agree about him. 

Believe me, &c., 

COBNWALLIS. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from 
Malet, which I transmit to the Secret Committee. Nana seems to 
have received our declaration as patiently as could bo expected. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secrei’ Committee, 

[Secret.] 

Gentlemen, Fort wnimn, Doc. ss, 1786. 

. . . I have the honour to enclose the copy of a letter 

from Mr. Malet, giving an account of the conference between him 
and Nana Eurnaveze, upon the communication of the resolution of 
this Government, to observe a strict neutrality in the present war 
between Tippoo Sultan and the Maratta State. 

It is in substance nearly as I expected, for it would not be sup- 
posed that the Minister would acquiesce in a disappointment with- 
out some remark and remonstrance, dlie laws of our country and 
regard to the faith of treaties demanded this declaration ; and 
every day that it wasiij)rotracted, could only furnish fresh grounds 
to* support the Minister’s charge of duplicity against us. 

I have, &c., 

CoOTWAiinira’ 

^ He was AdvocatO"General for several JusUceiaCalciitta, 

and was succeeded by Mr. (afterwaj^ds a vot© of Uio House 'oT ;May, 17&B, 

Sir Wm.) Burrougbes, eomiteiou wiUi ’ hidian 

® Sir EHjab. Impey, k June 13, 1732, d. osMr, kiawa. . New Nora* 

Oct. 1, 1809 ; m. Jan. 18, 1738, Mary, <ka. my tobu to May, 1796* 

of Sir Jobu Reade, Bart* Appointed OMef - ' ' ' ■ , , 
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CHAPTEE IX. 


Corruption among Company’s servants — Arrangement with the Nabob of Oudo 
— Communications with Maratha Pn'nees — Jealousies between Company’s, 
and King’s ti’oops — The Tanjoro succession — Euro]ic'an Politics — Afl'airs in 
England — False economy of Court of Directors — Contrast between Com- 
pany’s Native and European troops. 

In the early part of 1787, the attention of Lord Cornwallis was 
principally directed to the peculation of wluch the Company’s 
servants had been guilty, and to the gross conniption whicli pre- 
vailed everywhere, especially at Lucknow and Benares. The 
frauds were chiefly in the purchase of silk, and it was alleged that 
the contractors for supplying the Company’s investments witli that 
article, were in collusion witli some of the members of the Board of 
Eevenuo, to which office contractors had in several instances been 
promoted. On competition being invited, the prices fell nearly 
30 per cent. ; and the IJireetors, convinced that extensive guilt 
existed, ordered prosecutions to be instituted against the seven 
of their servants who appeared to he the most culpable. It 
was not tni Lord Cornwallis had himself visited the Upper Pro- 
vinces, that he became thoroughly cognizant of the extent of 
these delinquencies, and of tlie excessive corruption prevalent 
among the Europeans, when removed from^the immediate super- 
vision of Government. Some details will be found in the following 
pages. 

The arrangement with the Nabob of Oude was brought to a 
close in the spring of tliis year. Lord Cornwallis (April 15, 1787) 
addressed a letter to him, stating that he was prepared to reduce 
tlio tribute from 74 to .50 lacs, provided it was punctually paid ; 
but he would not withdraw tlie British troops from Futtyghur. 
He urged, in very peremptory terms, a large reduction of the 
native troops, and insisted upon the payment of considerable pen- 
sions to various persons, relations of the Vizier and others, to 
ivjibih : the Company had extended their protection. If flhese con- 
ditions vmre- faithfully fulfilled, Lord ComwaUis promised that the 
Eeriden,|: should not inteifere in the internal affairs of the State, 
Hibu|h w reduction was largo, the Company in fact lost 
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iiotliing, as the larger mm had neyer hcen paid. A similar settlo 
ment was made with Mobarick iid Dowlah. 

The succession to Tanjore was decided in favour of Ameer 
Sing then in possession ; but upon information subsequently ob- 
tained, and strengthened by the strong representations of the 
celebrated missionary, the Rev. C. R. Schwartz,^ the decision ivas 
reconsidered,^ 

The more the investigation into the conflicting rights of the 
Government, the Zemindars, and the Ryots was prosecuted, and the 
advantage of making a permanent land settlement was considered, 
the greater were the difficulties which presented themselves, and 
the whole question was therefore postponed for another year. The 
demand on the Nizam for the cession of the Gnntoor Circars, shared 
the same fate, as it was felt, that if the demand were enforced 
while the Nizam was engaged in hostilities with Tippoo, it might 
materially influence the fate of the war. 

The amalgamation of the Company’s with the King’s army, was 
again discussed. Lord Cornwallis entertained doubts how far this 
sclieme could bo advantageously carried out, and ultimately it was 
abandoned. Several despatches to. and from London and Calcutta 
passed on this subject, as well as with reference to offamrs, who had 
had long furloughs in England, returning to India with their old 
position in the service, to which Lord Cornwallis strongly objected. 

Towards the close of the year, groat apprehension was enter- 
tained that Tippoo intended to make war upon the English, and 
Lord Cornwallis, in order to be prepared for such an emergency, 
ordered some troops to be levied, and sliips to be fitted up as 
transports. But Tippoo only attacked a fortress belonging to the 
Marathas. 

These alarms led to communications between the British and 
the Maratha Princes, especially the Peshwa, with a view of ascer- 
taining how far they were inclined to renew the war with Tippoo, 
and various inducements were hold out, to encourage them to 
enter into a confederacy for this object, should it become, necessary. 
This proceeding was considered tlie more advisable, as the, Marathas 
had felt much aggrieved, when Lord G0riiwallis> departing' from.' the 
policy of his predecessor, had declined, while ^ at peace with Tippoo, 
to afford any aid to Ms enemies. ■ 

1 dwiatian Frederick 'Soluvarta, b. Od. \ fa 'bis promote CbristiMiity, but 

'1726/ ia Soanerburgb, ia tbo' Kw bdt produce much fruit, 

d. Feb. IS, 1768 5 unmarri^i 3!SlaiiatiiWlb»iy'' ''' despaich to Mr. Duudas, March 5, 

cter actpiml the iuduonoe W'hh^/'hft to the Govemor of Fort 

aiiJuly bytha judgmmt, P- lad to the Court of Directors i» 
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Tlio ignorance of the GoYeriiment at Calcutta of the power of 
the various Maratha States, their connection with each other, and 
even of the manners and customs of the people, is a striking proof 
how little general knowledge of Hindustan was then possessed by 
Europeans. Lord Cornwallis, when directing Mr. Forster^ to pro- 
ceed to the Court of Moodajee Blionsla, especially requests him to 
obtain information on all such points, as, in regard at least to some*" 
of the States, he was in total ignorance about them. 


Earl Cornwallis to George Forster, Esq,, Lucknow. 

Calcutta, Jan. 5, 1787. 

I have received your letters of the 22nd and 27th ultimo, 
the answers to which are nearly anticipated in my letter of the 
29th. I can only add that I am determined to maintain the most 
pacific system, and that although I shall be extremely desirous to 
be well informed about everything that passes amongst our neigh- 
bours, you must carefully avoid any steps that could occasion a 
doubt of my sincerity. This will be a rule for your conduct in 
keeping up a communication with the Seiks; I wish to live on 
friendly terms with them, but whilst Seiudia commits no breach of 
his treaty with us, they must have no encouragement to hope that 
we will form any political connexion with them. I am perfectly 
sensible of the defenceless state of Eohilchund, and I shall soon think 
of means for its better security. But if in the mean time tlic Seiks 
should invade it, I shall be at some pains to make them cautious 
in future, of giving us that kind of provocative. 

You will see from what I have said, how delicate it would bo 
to interfere concerning the Seik vakeel at Lucknow. I have how- 
ever, desired Colonel Harpur ® by tliis post, to recommend him to 
Eajah Ticket Eoy,® for the attentions usually paid to persons in his 
situation. 

Whilst I wish on all occasions to avoid needless expense, I 
have no objection to pay well for information which is really 
useful ; for common purposes therefore I recommend economy, but 
I have that confidence in your good intentions and honour, to 


1 George Forster, d. Feb. 1791, at Hagpore. naent, resigned the Compan/& seryice Feb. 2, 
He was an admirable Oriental scholar, and 1788, 

travdlled, in the disguise of a native, from ^ Raja Ticket Roy, Finance Minister to 
Bombay to Europe overland, and was never^ ^the Nabob of Dude, under Hydet Beg Khan, 
detected but once, and then only when he took at whoso death In 1792 he was placed at tire 
of his turban and exposed bis shaven headi head of that department. Removed when 
the formation of the skull excited suspicion. Vizier Ally was deposed, and sent to Fatna, 
® Colonel Gabriel Hai-pur, Bengd establish- where he died. 
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leave it to your discretion to draw for such sums as you may deem 
necessary to promote the credit and interest of this Government. 
You will please to transmit to me monthly an account of the 
manner in wMch any money drawn for, lias been applied ; and it 
may be most satisfactory to us both, if the exigency of the service 
will admit of your obtaining my previous consent to the advance of 
any considerable sum. j 

COENWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to Messrs. , , and . 

Gentlemen, Calcutta, jan. 15, 1787. 

I can assure you with groat truth, that under aU circum- 
stances, it is painful to me to execute such orders as those from 
the Secret Committee. But I undertook this Government with a 
full determination to suffer no private considerations, to interfere 
with the discharge of what I conceived to bo ray public duty. The 
instructions from the Bccret Committee arc explicit, to order Bills 
in Equity to be filed against those who were members of the Board 
of Trade, or contractors to furnish raw silk during a certain period ; 
and pending the several suits against those gentlemen, I hold 
myself equally bound to comply with the recommendation con- 
tained in that letter, to suspend them. I will not conceal from 
you, that without such rccommondatiou, I should not have thought 
it justifiable in the Government to have left Company’s servants 
in the exercise of offices of great trust and responsibility, whilst 
charges of so serious a nature, and so formally brought against 
them, are under discussion before a court of justice. ’ I shall only 
add, that it will give me the most sincere satisfaction to see tins 
business end in a complete justification of your conduct. 

I am, &c., 

CoBNWALtaS. ' , 

The Court or Directors to Earl Cornwallis. 

^ [Received Feb. 10, 1787.] , ' , . 

MyLoBD, ' , V ' Jttly 21, 1786. 

. . . We camotc»n4ad® this wbjwi witBoiit expressing 
omr dissatisfaction at the mode adopted Ijy Seteml of the Princes of 
India, in correspohdhag' tilth iia tray than through the 

mfediani'of the employing our ser- 
vants to' be their The' Nabob of Oude, 
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I-Uo Nabob ol Bengal, and the Rajah of Tanjore have at tln*s time 
pernonH, ■who call themselves Agents, residents in London, in the 
]Hn\soiis^of ilin‘o of onr own servants ; Mi\ Hallied ^ for the iirst, Sir 
John J)'Oyhiy^ for the second, and Mr. Ross for the third. 

Ion will take eveiy opportunity of conveying to all the Princes 
Iinlia the earnest wish we have so often repeated, that their 
eoiiiiniinieations to us should be made only through the channel of 
onr regiilar ( hn’onnncnts in India, and that we can pay no regard 
to eoimuiinit‘uiioiiH made in any other way; and wo strictly pro- 
hibit <Hir senwants from accepting any such agency for the Princes 
i)f flic fMamtry ; dca'lariiig at the same time, that we shall consider 
it as a forfeitm*(j of all future claims to oui* favour. 

We are, &c.^ 


Titk Kaurr Hon*. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwalws, 

[Crivntc an4 Conlulcutiul.] U<iceived Fet. 11, 1787. 

My Loud, Wmiricdon, July 20 , 3780. 

. . . There is a subject of groat moment which I can 

only write! to yon upon in a private capacity, it being considered as 
inc,xptali(‘nt to make it the subjiict ofa public despatch — mean the 
buHiiicsH of tla^ FsucccHsion of the Nabob of Arcot. It is more than 
twelve months sincfo we junpared a despatch to be sent to India, 
stating the grouiKls why, upon the death of the old Nabob, we 
should bo obliged to take the part of the oldest^ son against the 
protensioriB of the second/ if ho should be called to the succession 
by any d<^c(l ofhm fatho/s. By many private communications we 
kiuuY well that tlm second son is the favourite of the father, but 
wc^ likowiHt^ know, that as well by the faith^of treaty as by our own 
Wi) must ultimately thwart the views of the Nabob and 
luH son in this respect. But notwithstanding, wo feel it 

oxjMMlient not to send out any other instructions upon this subject, 
ilian the Madras (Jovi^rnment are at present possessed of, ITiose 

1751, d. Nov. 1700 to May, 179 (>, 

Foil. tB, M.e. lor Lymingiou from ^ Jt lias not been thought nocossary to ^ive 

Miy, I iff to May, 17915. Uo boojmio a tbio namea of the Directors, Bomefcimes 12 or 
of Urothow the projthot, whosio wild 14 in number, who signed the letters ftw 
f feWi hroiiglit bofom tfm Hoiiae of Com- the Court, nor of those who formed the Secret 
'■'UliiP' Mmxk 31 liiiii A|irll 21, 1705, hut on Committoo. 

fIM llml t wcondtr. ^ The eldest son of Moh&med AU; h#l the 

1 Wlyky, tei, b. Jam 1754, title of Oomdafc ul 0m»* ' He 10, 

17S0, Dliym, 1801. , ' 

''' 'broker of , Ameotul Omra, dv Does, t.788. His soa, 
If ww Assmm ad Dowkb, AucoferW Oomdat ul 

Ibm,'' 0mm -wN^b, and died Aag* 2, 18UU 
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iiistmctioBS eoiild certainly be conveyed throiigli tlio Becret Com- 
mittee, but ovoiytliing relative to tbe Nabob of Arcot has been so 
mnch tlio subject of j3arty at the India House, we doubt if the 
secret would be kept. It is however material that it should be 
Jcept, because the second son being the real minister of his father 
with whom wo have many material transactions in dejaendence, it 
would be impolitic to exasperate him, which a final decision upon 
his succession would undoubtedly do ; our opinion therefore is, to 
act decisively in favour of the eldest son when the event happens, 
but to conceal as much as possible that decision at tlie present 
moment. Upon that ground we have always Icc^pt back the des- 
patch, and shall continue to do so, unless by letters either from 
your Lordship or Sir Archibald Campbell, you shall assign any 
reasons why you wish us to act otherwise. 

You will not fail to observe that in one of the despatebes which 
have just now gone out, wo have laid the foundation of your 
nporting your sentiments as to the arrangomont of the military in 
India, and in that report you can give us the ground for adopting 
any system you shall advise, I shall wait with ianpationce for it ; 
indeed I l!att(3r myself if your Lordship has stopped any time at 
Madras, wo sliall at an earlier period reccave something from you 
on this subject, in consequence of you and Sir Archibald haviiig had 
an opportunity of confemng together, , 

In all respects of consoquonco we remain at home pretty mucli 

as you left us, only that there will be immediately instituted a 

Board of Trade, with Mr. Jenkinson, now Ijord Hawkesbury, at the 
head of it. .Mr, Grenville^ loaves the India Board, and goes to it, 
and Lord Walsingham^ likewise leaves mo and goes ambassador to 
Spain. Nothing is yet fixed, and will not immediately, Imt it is 
p3:obable tliat my now colleagues will bo Mr. Eden® and ML Orde, 

^ Higlit Hon. William WyiKlluim (Irenville, ^ Thomas, 2nd Lord Wakingham, k Jnly 

3rd son of the Right lion. <jeorgo Oienvilic, 14, 174B, d. Jan* 16, ISlBj m, $0, 

ci'eated L(tvd Orcnville Nov, 25, 1790; k 1772, Aiignsfei Georgiaim EMaahteUifdan, of 
Oct. 25, 1750, d. Jan, 12,1834; m. July 18, William, 1st Lord Bouton* MJA for 
1792, Anne, dam, mid afterwards solo heir, of worth from Nor* 1774 to July,' 1780, 
Thomas, 1st Lord Camelford* M.B, for tjrm foil* L«twltldol till ht a poer, 

Buckingliam town from Fek 1782 to 1784, Mny 9,,. 17$lji wai Groom of ihe.jBeii- 
and then for Buckingham counly till he was 'L«’d'''of XWe, ,aad Under'iSecrehny 

made a peer. Ho held the vaiioas! odio«,af .,td Lol?d to 1780; 

Chief Secretary in Irelaitd, Board of Control fiom 

Speaker of the House of Commotie, ' ,1784 and\Chairw» of Committees 

taty of State, Lorde from 1794 to 1814; 

&om 1782 to 4801 ; to' ' * t787 to 1794 He did 

1,801 ho was aid un|hii''Ooifil#^«tt»,pfthc Mr. Eden did. 

Board of CoutrL ' created X^ord 
yoaiTi ho'kok »C ''mt ' Abated' .Ihfrolaind, Nov* 18, 17B9, and in 

of ho 'lS3^|tod:May 23, » 1793; k 1745, 4, May 

March,; ^8, 1814; m. Sept* '20, 1770, Ekmot, 
'0x|^4'rioc* i4 j , . ’’ dam of Sir Gilbert Elliott, 3rd Bart M*f, 
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if liis liealth does not permit him to return to Ireland. From cer- 
tain circumstances I think it likewise yery probable that the con- 
stitution of the Board will be so far altered, as to supersede the 
necessity of either the Secretary of State or Chancellor of the 
Exchequer being of it, in which case I suppose your humble 
servant, not only in reality but declaredly, will be understood as 
the Cabinet Minister for India ; but all this cannot take place 
without an Act of Parliament, and therefore probably not till next 
winter. Lord Walsingham and Mr. Grenville have already left 
me, but there is no occasion for any new arrangements to succeed 
them at present, for the Board will this day adjourn, and I in a 
few hours set out for Scotland for three months. 

Believe me, &c., 

Heney Dundas. 


Eabl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 


[Piivate.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Feb. 16, 1787. 

On the 11th instant the ^Intelligence ’ packet arrived after 
a most tedious passage. It gave me the greatest pleasure to find 
that we have exactly taken up the line you recornmend in the 
French business.^ It is not extraordinary that we have anticipated 
your wishes, or coincided with your opinion on most other subjects, 
as I had the advantage of talking them over so frequently with 
you in London. 

I have had several interviews with Hyder Beg Khan, the 
Vizier’s minister. The total mismanagement of Oude, the confused 
manner of stating accounts between the Vizier and the Company, 
and the constant practice on one part of trumping-up charges to 
extort every rupee that it was possible to get, and on the other of 
making use of every art and evasion to defer payment, have ren- 
dered it very difficult to establish a fair open line between us. 
The orders from home about the Futty Ghur detachment, and the 
letters from Mr. Halhed, add not a little to our obstacles. 


for Woodstock from Not. 1774 to March, 
1784, and then for Heytesbury till he was 
a _p«er ; a Lord of Tiade, Chief Secretary 
in; and Vice-^Txeasnrer there between . 

March, 1784; Postmaster- 
;l^rald©nt of the Board of^ Trade 
to Wy, 1804, He negotiated 
Tr^ty with EVanoe in 1785, 
,ini '8naih, .,and';Holltod 
Irciel' ^ :i:7'SD. ' His ' i seoe$- ' 

t'fSl’' 'United g;r^ , 


anger in that party, and the ‘ Rolliad ^ teems 
with attacks upon liim. One begins : — 

** There lived a man at Beckenbam in Kent, Sir^ 
Who wanted a place to make him content, Sir; 
Long had he sifted for Billy Htt’s protection, 
When thus he gently courted Ms aShetioh; ■ 
Will yon give me a place, my dewest Billy Btk 
Ohl ' ’ ' 

If I cannot have a WholS .one, ;glve me' a little 

, * 'The bdnymlaon.alroAdy' mentioned. 
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However interference Jtnight have been disclaimed in tlie last 
Administration, it still existed to a gTeat extent ; we cannot tliere- 
fore expect to be believed wben wo declare that we mean to put an 
end to it. Hj^der Beg constantly repeats a proverb of tlieirs — • 
Wlioever lias been stung by a snake, is frightened when he sees a 
rope.” I have been greatly embarrassed to determine in my oto 
mind what would be a fair bargain between the two Governments, 
but it has been a much more arduous task to endeavour to make 
the minister believe what I said, or indeed understand the lan- 
guage I talked: I niight almost as well have expected him to 
uuderstand English. 

The basis for an agreement appeared to me to be, that we 
should disclaim all manner of interference in the revenues, collec- 
tions, commerce,' and internal management of the country, and that 
on the other hand we should liave the entire direction of political 
matters ; and as no dependence can be placed on their own con- 
temptible rabble, that it should be clearly admitted that they looked 
to us solely for defence, and wore to enjoy the blessings of peace 
under the protection of the most formidable power in Ifindostan. 

The words ‘'^Cawnpore Brigade” and ^‘^Futty Glmr detach- 
ment,” have been long in use. By Mr. Hastings’ treaty and by 
the orders from the Court of Directors, the Futty Ghur detach- 
ment was positively to be recalled, and the Vkier was to pay only 
the Oawnpore Brigade. Brigade is an indefinite term. At the 
time the treaty was made, the army was divided into three bri- 
gades; it now, by the Orders of September, 1785, is formed into 
six. On my arrival I found a complete brigade at Oawnpore, and 
another at Futty Ghur ; and on account of the strength of Scindia 
and the growing power of the Seiks in that quarter, it is really 
my opinion that we cannot with safety keep a less force in Oude. 
The two brigades, by the fairest calculation, cost the Company, 
including all extraordinaries, about forty-six lacs. Saadut Ally’a 
and the EoMlla pensions amount to near three lacs. The Besident, 
if he is not to trade and distress the country, must have a hand- 
some salary; the Accountant must be weE paid, and they must 
have assistants and clerks. The collections of Oude are settled at 
about two crore and forty lacs, and I am informed they melme 
above two crore. After most mateely, and I trust most impar- 
tially, weighing the intere^, and of both parties, 1 thought 

it reasonable U propof^'^^t' the Vizier should pay 

;anmmlly to fhe nf all demands, pro- 

'|dri?m^nhla:;dedhc# '|o')^;made/ifnny of the troops should be 
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Hyder Beg, who ^vill not speak out or make any proposition 
himself, and only \?aits for our proposals in order to object to them, 
appeared much alarmed at the mention of this sum, and said that 
he had no powers to make such an agreement, but must refer it to 
the Vizier. This is only acting a part, for I know that he thinks 
the demand not only reasonable, but advantageous to the Vizier, 
and I am equally certain that it can be paid with the utmost 
facility. 

From the best information I have been able to get concerning 
Oude, I hear that the Vizier extorts every rupee he can from his 
ministers, to squander in debaucheries, cockfighting, elephants, 
and horses ; he is said to have a thousand of the latter in his 
stables, although he never uses them. The ministers on their part 
are full as rapacious as their master ; their object is to cheat liim 
and plunder the country. They charge him seventy lacs for the 
maintenance of troops to enforce the collections, the greater part 
of which do not exist, and the money supposed to pay them goes 
into the pocket of Almas Ally^ Khan and Hyder Beg. 

The principal object of the plan which I gave to you in Lon- 
don was, that the Company’s troops should be better recruited : 
this is so essential a point, that without it we can have only the 
name of an European army. I can assm^e you that the Bengal 
part of it does ;oot deserve that name. It is likewise very desirable 
that the officers serving in India, should all rank alike according to 
the dates of theii* commissions. But I am at the same time per- 
fectly convinced that it would be very dangerous to take from this 
Groyefninent the power of dismissing the officers of the army. 
Bojv to that power may he endangered by their having King’s 
commissions, is for you to consider. Several objections have 
occurred to me upon more mature deliberation, against declaring 
all the forces in tins country King's troops. If an Act of Parlia- 
ment could be obtained permitting tbe - Company to beat up for 
recruits, and to keep them under martial law till their embarka* 
tion, and if some means could be adopted to establish equality of 
rank among King’s and Company’s officers, I believe I shonld be 
satisfied. 

, it was not without some force on my conscience, that I signed 
the letter containing that fulsome and nnmerited panegyric on 
was too much moved by the iU state of Ms health the, 
^ , spirits^ mi te' sever# .paortffioation^; , bi|i ,i|,i ‘|iad 

1 ike^t 
'm; ^ .jaewrly 

reign su?a 4M f ©OS.’’ i / ' 
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then completely known the transaction about ’s regiment at 

5 for which receiyed about £8000, and without appoint- 
ing a single officer, or raising or attempting to raise a man, 
nothing should have induced me to do it. If the Dukes of Eich- 
mond or Eutland, or Lord Sydney, should attack you and Mr. Pitt 
with that paragraph in their hands, you may make that apology 
for my signing it. Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


EaBL CoBNWAnLIS TO ViSGOXJNT BrOME. 

My DEAEEST OhAKLES, Calcutta, FeK 17, 1787. 

The ‘Intelligence’ packet arrived here on the 11th of this 
month, and to my great joy brought me yom' letter of the 14th of 
June. I was most exceedingly shocked at seeing an account of my 
poor friend Dr. Toung’s^ death in the newspapers. It was put in so 
circumstantially in several papers, that I cannot doubt the truth of 
it I suppose you have mentioned it in some letter which I have 
not yet received ; I am sure you must have been very sorry for Mm, 
I am a Knight and no Knight, for my stars^ garters, and ribbons 
are all lost in Arabia, and some wild Arab is now maldng a figure 
with Mom mt qui mal y jpeme round his knee. I hope you hare 
got French enough to construe that, but I own it is not a very easy 
sentence. If I continue to hear good accounts pf you, I shall not 
cry after my stars and garters. Ton will probably get this letter 
just before you set out to spend the election holidays at Eccleshalh® 
I am sure I need not tell you that you should pay every attention 
to the Bishop of Lichfield, and consider everything he says as coming 
from me* I think upon the whole, as you intend your bay how^ 
for a hunter, you was in the right to cut off his tail. I am very 
glad to hear that going into the water agrees with you, and thht 
you can swim. Grod, bless you, my dearesi Charles, may heal-th and 
every happiness attend you* 

Your most affectionate father, 

CouNWAnnis* 

^ Her* Jolm Totiiif, BD., H« Imd, Tbeen tutor to tlio 

a brother of the weU’rlpotsrp ^ wm oftm offoiwl, but 

writer, Arthur Toun^, fo. If dori'iue^i, ^eut chtirdi preferuaeut. 

17S0, by « fell £rm hi0 'Iplf'. »,ifbe reridiaioo d the Bishop of LiohhcM. 
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Eikh Coenwax^lts to the Cotjet of Directors. 
Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, Feb. 17 , i787. 

. . . A firm persuasion of its being necessary for tbe true 

interests of the Company, could only have induced me to postpone 
to next year the execution of the orders to make a revenue settle- 
ment for ten years. Mr. Stables,^ who presided at the Committee 
of Eevenue, being on the eve of departure, could not with pro- 
priety embark in so important an undertaking ; and .the time 
between the succession of Mr. Shore to that office, and the com- 
mencement of the Bengal year, is, notwithstanding the uncommon 
abilities and experience of that gentleman, too short for making 
the •inquiries, and taking those measures that will enable Govern- 
ment to make an arrangement of that magnitude, with a due 
regard to the cases of individuals, and to the just rights of the 
Company as holding the Dewannee of these provinces. 

The reference made by your Honourable Court for my opinion 
on the best mode of obviating the jealousies and disagreements 
that have sometimes happened between His Majesty’s and the 
Company’s troops in this coimtry, shall engage my early and 
serious attention. It will be impossible to obtain the communica- 
tion of Sir Archibald Campbell’s opinion, recommended in the 
general letter, previous to the departure of the last ship of this 
season ; but I shall transmit my sentiments fully on that subject 
by the ^Eaveiisworth,’ which we hope to despatch in August next. 

I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Corkwalus to the Hon. Colonel Fox. 

Dear Fox, Calcutta, March 3, 1787. 

You will receive this letter by the hands of poor , who 

is perfectly convinced of the impossibility of my serving him here ; 
his distress would only have increased by his staying longer, and it 
would have been every day more difficult for liim to get away* 1 
beg you will believe, and trust you will assure the rest of his 
friends, that we have been on the best terms, and that I would 
have served him, if I could have done it without a job that would 
have ruined all the future hopes of my government. He is teaJly 
and he has home his msforttm^a 

4*' Hot. 8,'I$8'5'5 ' Buxw.; He had Item 
Parley, ,cf R^d Lfta W Was 
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pointments witli a fortitude whicli is astonisliiiig. I hope you will 
receive him Hndly, although I know you all think that every man 
who comes rich from India is a rogue, and every man that comes 
poor is a fool. I forget whether I told you that I had taken the 
liberty of altering all Fawcett’s book, the meaning of which was so 
obscured by the unintelligible pen of Dundas, that I could make 
nobody understand it. Eoss will, I believe, write to you by this 

. Yours ever, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


EaEL CoRtf WALLIS TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE. 

[Secret.] 

CJbNTLUMEN, Fort William, March 4-, 1787, 

. . . It gave me great pleasure to find by your despatc^hes 

dated the 22nd of September last, that in the mcaBuros proposed by 
mo about die same time to this Board, there had been an entire co- 
incidence with your sentiments concerning the nc^gotiations of the 
late Government with, the Martittus, and that your wishes and 
orders upon that important subject had been completely antici- 
pated. However disappointed the Peshwa’s ministers may have 
been at our declaration of neutrality, there is no appearance from 
Mr. Mulct’s correspondence, or any other circumstances, of an 
intention on the part of those ministers to interrupt the former 
friendly intercourse between* the two Governments. 

From my letter to Captain Kirkpatrick,^ dated the 1st instant, 
you will observe that of late he has met with some slights and 
inattentions from Soindia, to which, as appearing to him to be 
an intended disrespect to the Government, he thought it improper 
to submit without some remonstrance; but I am in hopes that 
those grounds of complaint will soon be removed ; and as I am 
determined on our side to act witli fairness and moderation by 
Scinclia, as well as all the rest of the neighbouring States, I see no 
reason to apprehend tliat such altercation will essentially disturb 
our present trampiillity in that quarter. 

1 have not yet been able to bring the negotiation with the 
Vkier to a final conclusion, but I have every reason to believe 
that Ilyder Beg is perfectly ^tisfie^ general acquiesce, 

on the part of Ms master, the ^ plan that I have proposed to him. 

. . . And to put a-hVehd to all furfher disputes about balances 

* CftfMu, ^ ri'si Htiropoans wlio enierftd 

liwtt Klst|wtridk,k of Koimwl, of which numUylm' 

It v#!' wfUhfhtAl' Wwtd iiu wownt. 
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of settlements and accoimts, I haye agreed to relinqiiisli all other 
claims upon these heads, when the arrears of pensions and of 
the pay of the troops are completely paid up to a certain day, 
which also shall be the date of the commencement of the animal 

. . . Ihaye^&c, 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 

Fort William, Marcli 4, 1787. — See Appendix, Xo. 15.’ 

Earl Cornwallis to the Rioht Hon. Henry Dundas. 


Dear Sir, 


[Prirate.] 


Calcutta, March 5, 1787. 


. . . I am busily employed in trying to correct the 

numerous abuses in my own profession, and am preparing a plan 
to regulate the military bazaars. The outlines of it are, to prevent 
too heavy impositions on provisions and merchandise ; to take the 
management of the bazaar out of the hands of the Commanding 
Officer, and to place it under the Deputy Paymaster or some civil 
servant ; and to make a yearly dividend of the gross amount 
amongst the Commanders of Brigades and Stations. 

I am perfectly sensible of the importance of Tellicherry in case 
of a war with Tippoo, but the stationing a large force there, and 
the erecting considerable new works, would be necessary to give it 
security and importance. In the present state of our finances, 
nothing but the appearance of an emergency could induce me to 
think of either; for the constant drain of pay for the troops, and 
particularly the engineers’ bills for the works, would totally de- 
molish the effects of all my labours and economy in this country. 

You will, I trust, approve of our decision about the Tanjore' 
succession, which was referred to us by the Government of Maffiras. 
Campbell has sent me a draft of his treaty with the Nabob ; if he 
can carry it completely into execution, he will soon put the affairs 
on the coast upon a very different footing, and will greatly relieve 
the Government from the hea-sy and constant calls for supplies. I 


* 'Succession to the dignity of Ri^a of 
Taiyore WM a very complicated (Question, de- 
/purely on .Hindoo laws and usages. 

' _thiO late Haia, had, fwreviotis to Ms 

Ameer Sing, 
claimed suocesslou, 
Were 'entertained as to hia 

^ 1 ' , 


many of the statements made on Ms hehalf 
were fMse, and his conduct, both public and 
rndvate, was shown to be most disgraoefitL 
The (Question wan reconsid^ed by;!|fOrd .'Corn- 
wallis, mainly owing to the' Mterfewac*'' 'Of 
Mr.^t$cihw«te, the piwioui^ 'dWtWn 
and '' Serfojee , declared , lawful' , heif . 'But 

ww^\hoi''.comiie^'' tiE 
' hWj,: , Lord, ' W'illeste , 'in - a minute 

dhtM issn^''thAii'nai o'rders. ' ' ' 
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must once more remind yon to bring home the Hanoyeriaii regi- 
ments if yon can. 

The business of the Gnntoor Circars is a very delicate one, and 
requires the most mature reflection. There are several reasons 
which make it very doubtful whether this would be a proper time 
for us to call on the Nizam to settle accounts and deliver it up. I 
am by no means clear that uj)on a fair investigation, setting the 
revenues of the Guiitoor Circars received by the Nizam, against the 
peshcush due to him from us, there would not still be a consider- 
able balance against us, which we could not easily make good. 
Our demand of the Circars from the Nizam in the hour of his 
distress, w’'Ould not only appear ungenerous, but would undoubtedly 
hurt him in the negociations for a peace with Tippoo. We have 
refused him assistance, althougli we can hardly say witli fairness, 
that the situation of our affiiirs will not allow of the march of 
two battalions of sepoys and two i)ieces of artillery manned by 
Europeans, into tlm Deccan, which is the only salvo against a 
positive engagement in the sixth article of the treaty of 17^)8. It 
certainly would bo inconvenient to us now, and indeed it would 
very seldom be convenient The provocation given to the Mamttas 
and Scindia by the weak measure of the late Government, is eer-» 
tainly an additional reason. When X talked with Sir A. Campbell 
on this subject at Madras, he was of opinion that it should be 
delayed. We wiOd talre it into our serious consideration as soon m 
this ship is ' despatched, and enter into correspondence with 'Sir 
Arch. Campbell upon it. I must observe that I think the order of 
the Secret Committee in the despatch received by the intelligence/ 
to repel any force that may invade the Guntoor Circar, cannot be 
obeyed with any regard to policy or justice. So long as the Nizam 
receives the revenues of the Circar, and it is garrisoned by his 
troops, Tippoo, who is at war with him, has a just right to invade 
it, and the Nizam would not give us credit for our inability to 'gehd 
a detachment into the Deccan to assist him according^ to' .treaty, 
when he saw us so ready to move upon a prospect of getting some- 
thing for ourselves. ’ On. the event <rf Tippoo's' 'invatog dte Gun^- 
toor Circar, which in my opinion is not probable,' 1. think it would 
be advisable that we should send a declaration; to, 1dm, admitting 
his right to attack any troops belonging to:;the''Nfeamt which may 
be stationed in that country, but winning 'Mhi not'"tb:'think' of esta- 
blishing himself in'it, 'andd^orming' 'Pm ,toi:the property of the 
'Oiroar was'in fact wasted/ p' us;;, bound by 
, treaty to deliver it up, 'tp" ;Ui on, and that w$ 

'Should have been ’alteadjr' we had not thought’ 
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it impropex to urge tlie Nizam's attention to tlie final settlement of 
tHs business, at a time when he was so much engaged in the occu- 
pations of war. I giye you roughly my present ideas; I may 
perhaps see. cause to alter them. . . . 

Benares on its present system must be a scene of the grossest 
corruption and mismanagement. There could be no reason for 
not placing it under the Board of Kevenue like other zemin- 
daries, except the consideration of the Go\ ernor-General losing so 
much patronage. It would be better for the zemindar, the in- 
habitants, and the country, and will probably soon take place. I 
am not enough versed in all the secrets of Benares, to enter into a 
minute detail of them at present. I propose, if no untoward cir- 
cumstances happen to prevent it, to visit tlie upper stations this 
year, and to set out at the end of July for that purpose. It will be 
material that I should get all possible information the first year. 

. . , I have been alarmed at a report that is to return ; 

by all accounts he is a worthless and an incapable man. For God's 
sake let us keep Davies ; he is the best advocate that has ever been 
in this country. I beg to be understood to make a most serious 
point of this. As to the rest in the law line, judges, advocates, 
attorneys, &c., you may order as many of them home as you 
please, provided you will send none in their room. . . . 

I write to you freely everything that occurs to me, and which 
is not set forth in our letters to the Directors, in order to make 
you master as far as I am able, of the most minute detail, that 
you may know how to prevent and correct mischief in case I 
should not live to set matters to rights, I 

OOBNWATiLIR. 


Right Hob. Hekry Duhuas to Eael Corxwalws. 


[Private.] Received March 11, 1787. 

My DBAE LoEB, London, Sept. 21, 1786. 

. . . I shall be impatient to receive your Lordship’s first 
despatches after your anival. Everything at home is as prosperous 
as we could wish — the Stocks rising, money plenty, advantageous 
commercial treaties, and every appearance of a disposition on the 
pa-rt of France, at least of M. de Vergennes, to continue in peace. 

The extract of the private letter 1 convey to- you, p 
frrradsh you witli some ak^moufe.'te'' 

", ' ’ HhiTielv Hdcrxiig, and ' 

ao mec^' of Awhtisliiop of 

d, I li'p' I"’'/, A, I ' , Mtlt ^ ' ihv ’ Oi^pound . 
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convince tlie creditors in India, of tlie wisdom of accepting tlie pro- 
positions wMcli have been made to them. ... I shall return 
to Scotland to-morrow, and with best wishes for everything good 
to you, j remain, &c., ’ 

Heney Dundas. 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel . 

Calcutta, May 2, 1787. 

I have this day received your letter of the 27th ultimo, with 
the inclosures, as well as an address from the members of the Can- 
tonment Ooiut-Martial ; apd before I declare my public opinion, I 
have thought it right to give you my private sentiments on the 

subject. 

I am perfectly convinced of your good wiU to me, and of your 
zeal and earnest desue to contribute to the discipline of the Beno'al 
army ; but the warn^th of your temper must inevitably defeat your 
purpose, and, if not restrained, put it absolutely out of my power to 
suppoi’t you. 

It cost me some pains in the public order to avoid putting you 

in the wrong in the late dispute with Colonel to whom I 

must own your conduct was extremely blameable. 

Xhe present case is of a much more serious nature, involving in 
it not only the characters of the officers concerned, but the pW 
ciples on wliich courts-martial ought to ho conducted. If menibers 
of a court-martial persevere in giving a sentence contrary to evi- 
dence and to the Articles of War, they ought to be called to a 
public account for their conduct ; hut no prudent officer will bring 
a matter of this sort to issue, unless the point he clear. Without 
^ing so far, occasions may also occur in which a commanding- 
officer may differ in opinion with the members of a court-ipartiS. 
But it is contrary to law to order more than one revisal of the 
tenco ; and harsh and insulting terms in declaring a publio disap- 
probation of such sentence, Goffid cwdy W jtistified by tegravafj^ 
circumstances, tliat would haVfe 'Mahers sSjeot to 'be 

tried by a court-martial ' 

I am forced to say' 'that, Sue case, as I have 

supposed; and,, I ''thWfc\tbat 

Stances, ougirf to ;have''',OTbjta'itted''ta' ‘Stwb''t!re8tm,ent with more 
,' patience than thfe' met; deii&; ' !, ' \ \ V,, ‘ , '' 

17S4, ,'t'7'9t, o,Ely one in tlie City, not a 

to , 'H® ' ’fekfetefe® wMdi lias lasted through tliypec! 

'th« ' f , ttiettmTO hf 
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Your earnestness to put a stop to the prevailing vice of drunken- 
ness amongst the troops, is highly commendable ; and I cannot see 
any appearance of a disposition in the court-martial to screen it, 
For I wilL fairly own that in the instances where the men were 
charged with no aggravations, the sentences, in my opinion, would 
in any country have been adequate to the crimes, and in such a 
climate as this, they are to the full extent of what ought to be 
inflicted. 

I had entertained hopes from what I had heard of your pru- 
dence and good sense, that you would have given me essential 
assistance in our military department. A conciliatory disposition, 
with a style of moderation and steadiness in exercising your autho- 
rity over the officers under your command, joined to an example of 

good discipline in the regiment, would have had the happiest 

effects. 

As I am persuaded of your good intentions and xeal to promote 
the public prosperity, I cannot express how much I lament the 
probability of very different consequences, if your temper and pas- 
sions cannot be brought under the direction of your judgment. 

I am, &c., 

COBKWALI^TS. 

I observe it mentioned in the letter from the members of the 

court-martial, that you were at . I trust that a place so distant 

ffom the cantonments, is not your usual phree of residence. 


H. R. H. THE Duke of York to Eael Cornwallis. 

[Received June, 1787.] 

MT DEAE LOED, Hanover, Oct. 7, 178G. 

Since you left Europe you 'will probably bave beard that 
the great event which has been so long expected has at last taken 
place : I mean the death of the King of Prussia. It is not neces- 
sary to say anything on this subject, as I have no doubt that your 
Lordship will agree with me, that He was the greatest man of His 
age, and one may add of many ages antecedent to this. The manner 
in which His successor has begun His reign certainly does Him the 
greatest honour, and gives one every reason to expect, what I 
Ijiafe' always thought, that He will not allow the credit or the weight 
scale , of Europe, which Has predecessor had givfin tO' the Mhg- 
to he in the least diminished ; at'^ie saihe tiine He 
.etepty.'.occaaion,^ .the.'yCry' stronger, and marked 

'tp Lope that 
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our Ministry will not let this opportunity slip of forming so lisefiil 
and so respectahle a connexion upon the Continent, for I am sure 
the last unfortunate war was a severe lesson to ns, wdiat bad policy 
it is in ns to have no allies. 

Butch affairs go on every day worse and worse, and appear now 
to be drawing to a crisis. How it will turn out it is at present diffi- 
cult to judge. The King of Prussia, who, as your LordsMp must 
remember, was last year already exceedingly irritated on account of 
His sister, is doing everything in His power to support the Prince 
of Orange, while France is playing her old game, making line pro- 
testations, and doing everything underhand to encourage the Patriots, 
and to destroy the Stadtholder, There is every reason to fear that 
France and the Emperor are agreed together, and that they will 
soon pull off the mask and strike the blow which has been so long 
dreaded : the one taking possession of Bavaria, while the other seizes 
upon the Barrier towns, and what is called the Generalito ! It is 
impossible to suppose that the otlier great Powers of Europe can 
allow these two Sovereigns quietly to augment their dominioBB so 
very considerably ; and thoj'ofore should this event take place there 
can be hut little doubt that a general W’’ar must ensue. As an indi- 
vidual it is natural for me most ardently to wish for it, as it would 
,give me an opportunity of learning my profession. At the same 
time it would he a fresh roaaon for me to regret your LordsMp^s 
absence, as certainly your abilities and your knowledge of your 
profession would be of the very greatest assistance and advantage 
to me upon such an occasion. 

1 shall now close my letter by wishing your Lordship all health 
and success, and subscribe myself with gr<)at truth, 

Ever yours most sincerely, 

Fkedbbick. 

Lord Stoxiy to Eabu Cowwauis. ^ ^ 

[Frirftte.] 1707. , , , \ ' 

Mt bbae Lord, ' ' , ' b , wiiiitA#, J*w5iR,r7g7; 

♦ ... I hope this' gbvem- 

ment All those who 'prt th:#"world , agree that 

your appointment it :wM' natural to 

expect. ' -G ' ” '' ' ' ' 

; T have has. outlived 

t' d.faroh 20, 1793;, 

- of Wiii<iRels». Solidtoi'-Geiiiws^ 
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his abilities, and has expressed a desire of resigning, but liis rela- 
tions (or relation) haye made liim retract. He is totally incapable 
of doing Ms duty, and is in great bodily pain. His present anxiety 
is for fear he should die for want. That trait gives a pretty full 
idea of the state of his mind. 

Our parliamentary campaign will open the 23rd. I hope our 
session will be shorter tlian the two last, but never venture to pro- 
mise myself a short one.^ The Commercial Treaty® is to be the 
cheval de bataille, but as yet all endeavours to render it un- 

popular Iiare failed. . . . Bebeve me, &c., 

Sydney. 


Liisut.-GeniiEai, Gbant to Eael Cobnwalljs. 

[Received June, 1787.] 

My BEAR Lord, SackvUle street, Jan. 10, 1787. 

We have heard nothing of you or your packet since you 
left us. The sea people say so much the better ; but your friends 
are now wishing for a ship or a land express. I find by a letter 
which has been received from Macpherson, that you was expected 
in India ; how the intelligence of your appointment reached him I 
know not : you know the man, and from what I heard of him from 
his Macpherson connections in the country, I think you will find 
that the character Hastings gave of him to you was well founded ; I 
flatter myself that I heed not add that the circumstance has never 
been mentioned by me to any mortal. A trait which I heard of a 
Highlander, struck me exceedingly. Macpherson oifered to take 
Mm by the hand, which the other declined, telling him in the 
height of his power as Governor-Goneral, that it was not to be 
depended upon. He flatters the Duchess of Gordon^ by obeying all 

Nov. 27, 1742; Attorney-General from Apiil fresh patent with the remaander to his nephew, 
9, 1754, till tn^e, Nov. 8, 1750, Lord Chief Ho died very wealthy. 

Justice of the King’’H Bench, which ofCee he ^ The session closed May 80. In 1785 
retained till June 9, 1788, liaving thus held Parliament sat from Jan. 25 to Aug. 2, and 
these high appointments in succession for 40 in 1780 from Jm. 24 to July 11. 
yea.ra; M.P. for Boronghbridge from Nov. ^ C<jmmercial Treaty with Fifnce, 

1 742 till he was created a peer. When which had been negotiated the previous year 
raised to the Earldom, it was given in re- by Mr, Eden, aSerwards Lord Auci^and, 
mainder, not to his nephew Bavid, 7th Vis- The resolutions necessary to carry it into 
bount btoMoxit, but to his wife, Louisa Vis- effect naet with strong but unavailing nppo- 
^<»unteS8 fetomiont ; for, as in the case of sition. A motion of Lord George Cavendish 
4th Duke of Hamilton, 1711, the to postpone the consideration of from 

a HW, of Lords had deaded, that no Scotch Feb. 5 to Feb. 20, was negafrved; bf m 
:0O|Id bo created, an English peer,4t was tp 80. ' , . 

equally illegal' to dve ' « Jane Duchess of llMt 

H ^ William Maxwell, BrnL,’ of MonWith ; h. 

^24, 1740,' d. ApHi 11, iSfg'pim. pci 2^^, 
ipukcof/fiaH" Ato»dftr,'’4th iKitobfiGordon.! 
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lier coinmaiicls^ and telling her that she may consider herself as 
Governor-General while he remains in office, and begging to have 
the honour of attending the Marquis of Huntley ^ upon his travels, 
when he returns to Eiu’ope, which is no bad line of paying court to 
our friend Uundas. 

Parliament does not meet till the 2Srd, and the great subjects 
of conversation at present are about the Commercial Treaty with 
France, and Law arrangements. Lord Mansfield, poor man I has 
lived too long, and just exists — ^impatient, desponding, and in pains ; 
he in a manner resigned some time ago, hut not in so explicit a 
manner as to he considered final, and now tallcs of liis resignation 
every day, but does not come to the point, as he expresses great 
apprehension about the conduct which he looks for in Ids successor^ — 
to be Sir Lloyd Kenyon, who Aviihout dotibt will g*o to the King’s 
Beucli, though the world believe that Sir. Pitt has a partiality for 
Bullcr,^ and I have heard it whispered that it is possible that the 
Attorney-Gen era, P may be appointed Master of the Bolls in room 
of Kimyon, though the Chancellor^ is adverse to 1dm. The Chan- 
cellor was very ill last summer, and his illness wns imiJutod very 
improperly to a Langley^ where I happened to be; and in 

the account which was spread all round that neighbourhood my 
name was not forgot ; but I dined in company with him lately, and 
he is in good health and spirits. He was asked some time ago for 


^ George Marquis of Huutly, afterwajrds March 19, 1804; m. Sept, 9, 1784, Anne 
5th and last Duke of Gordon, a Dorothea, daw, of Hichard Wilbraham, Esq., 

General and Colonel Scotch Fiisilior GuaiUs ; and sister of Edward, 1st Lord Skelmers- 
b. Feh. 2, 1770, d. May 28, 18SG; m. Doc. dale. Solidtor-Genend Nov, 7, 1782, to 
11, IBIS, Eliza, dau, of Alexander Brodie, April 15, 1783; again Dec. 26, 1783, to 
Esq., of Arnhall. lie saw much service in April 8, 1784; Attorney-General to June 4, 
Egypt, Holland, and Walcheren, and was 1788 ; Master of the Bolls to May 27, 1801, 
wounded sevci'al times. and Chief Justice of the Common Idtes till 

® Sic in ong. his dejxth. He had also been Chief Jnstic© 

^ Lord Mansiield wished Hir Francis BuHor of Chester from March, 1784, to Juno, 178^, i 
to succeed him, but Mr. Pitt preferred Sir M.P, for Kewtown (We of Wight),, 'A^’ 
Lloyd Kenyon. Sir Fwncis was b. March 17, bomigh (Xorfe), Bastings,, BStL-'in'tlib' 
1746, d. Jtme 3, 1800, having fixed upon tlie succassive Parliaments 6m ^ '0eh#, ' 

Friday subsequent to hk death, as the day on he was' nfwd^ a jWw , ■ V "h ■' 

which he should resign his fcajat on the ^ Edward' plfeloWf . 'eo ‘ 

m. Dec. 5, 1703, at the early agt of 17* Buh', , "abated' f' b* 17^1$, 

sannah, dau. and sole heir of l&wols Tard^, ■ Bed, ’ ' 

Ksq„ of Ottery 8t. Mary. AppMnt^ aWwi' ' ' '"‘rt#;, . 1771 f At-- 

Judge, Nov. 27, 1777, md a to :1778'; /GhahoMlor' 

Ihe'tingk Bench, May fh'rttSy Ifm L"tthp%iatel'0«.'2$v 1788, 

hewdiangedforthcO«»l«!^H^i. Pitt, June '.th, 1792.’ 

a’Bwwt Jan. 18,'17W, ?MW#th from May, 1708, #11 he 

kIckiMime of Judge’ ft ifomi/htrite Chmcfellor. The anecdote men- 

canl|ottily ' llvea , 'iwkd,#' th# tekt'k rwf chai'aoterlstic of his 

#SfeM lawroEy fill of kindness. 

f^A'hsad Wite Windsor, then, tlm real-, - 

% 'Khftid, ' Aw*’' 41#^ B^'' Drumm-omd, Esq., 'wMch 'he 

kyj'id ‘fey '2triwTt ■ a6!d'>iyh^; he piTOhaaecUhe Grange. "* '' 
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a living for a poor curate of the name of Tliiirlow, and was told at 
the same time that the curate did not claim being his relation. He 
said it would be no great honour to him if he was, for that he was 
the son of a poor attorney, and that it was quite an equal chance 
whether the curate or he was to be Chancellor ; and then made 
the man with a wife and four children happy, by taking him from 
a curacy of thirty pounds a year to a living of three hundred. If 
Macdonald^ is not provided for, he will probably be Attorney- 
General — ^being a Judge would not do, as he is Solicitor-General 
and a Welsh judge ; but neither he nor the present Attorney have 
any private business, and if they are disposed of, Bearcroft^ will be 
the Attorney, and Scott^ the Solicitor ; but all these law promotions 
are at a stand, as Lord Mansfield holds fast. Lord Stormont^ pre- 
vents the resignation, as he is in hopes that to get rid of the 
uncle, they will agree to his succeeding to the Earldom, which I 
am told is not likely to happen ; and the law people are of opinion 
that Lord Mansfield cannot with any degree of decency avoid 
giving in his resignation before the first day of term. Buller, 
though he has been disappointed in his application to be Chief 
Justice, will accept of nothing else, and he is to remain in that 
Court ; he has done almost all the business for many months. 
Chief Baron Skynner® has resigned on account of an increasing 
deafness and a failure of sight ; he made no agreement or specula- 


^ Riglit Hon, Sir Archibald Macdonald, 
Bart., so created Not. 6, 1813, brother of 
ilexander, ©th Baronet, and 1st Lord Mao- 
d<mald ; b. 1746, d. May 18, 1820 ; m. 
Dec. ,'25, 1777, Louisa, dan, of GranTille, 
1st Marquis of Stafford. 4 Ruisne Welsh 
Judge, 1780 j SolidtoisOeneral, April 
1784 ; Attorney-Oeneral,'' June 28,^ 1788,, 
and Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Eeb. 12, 
1793, which office he resigned Nov. 1813,; 
M.P. for Hindon from Feb. '1777 to 1780, 
and then forNewcastle-under-Line till he was 
raised to the Bench. 

^ Edward Bearcroft, d. Nor, 20, 1796 ; 
nj. Dec. 1778, Miss Wilson of Mortlake. 
Chief Justice of Chester, July, 1788, to 
1797 ; M.F. for Hindon from May, 1784, 
to June, 1790, and then for Saltash till his 
death. 

Jo|^ Scott, created Lord Eldon July 18, 
17#, .raised to an Earldom July 6, 1821 j. 

'Jkine,'4^ 1751, d. Jan. 13, 1838; m. Not. 

dan* of Anhone Surtees, 
Newc^fte-on-tvn^. He filled in 
‘Of SoMcitorrCeneral, 
of the Oom- 
f^OMq, 'June 2$, , 
1788# i w „ 'IWsrr' f fe >/ ! .4™® . CfuMeeddox. 


from April 1, 1807, to May 2, 1827. M.P. 
for Weohley from Jan. 178^5 to May, 1796, 
and then for Boroughbridge (with Sir Fraiicis 
Bnrdett as his colleague) till he was raised 
to the Bench. 

^ Darid, 7th Viscount Stormont, K.T., 
aft^wards 2nd Earl of Mansfield ; b. Oct. 9, 
1727, d. Sept. 1, 1796 ; m, 1st, Ang. 10, 
1759, Henrietta Frederica, dau, of Henry 
Comte Bnnan, the Saxon Minister in England ; 
and, 2nd, May. 5,, 1776, Louisa, dau. of 
Charles, 9th Lord Cathcart.^ From 1755 to 
1762 Lord Stormont was' Minister Ita. P^dand' 
and Saxony, bpth countries 'hetng rthen imier 
one sovereign ; Aml>assi^.ch to- tee Ew|toor 
of Germany firom May, 1768*' ^ 

Aug. 1772, to Paris, where '.hfe r^inhteed till'' 
the wai‘ broke ont ; Secretary. , of ' Stete ' Aom' 
Oct. 1779 to March, 1762; ih‘esident,of the 
Council from April to Dec. 1783, and again 
from Dec. 1794 till his death* 

Right Hon. Sir John Skynner„hrOct. 31*. 
1723, d. Nov. 26, 1805 ; ra. WmcA 6,. 1778* 
Frederica Martha, dan. of Bum,, Esq. 
Made Chief Baron Dec. 17, 1777,' he resighM 
Jan. 26, 1787, and on the ^Ist of March 
Obtained a pension oi 2000,4 * ' 
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tioii upon rotiring; but there will be a handsome settlement 
made upon him and Lady Skynnor — the point at present is, whe- 
ther tlie qiiaiikim is to be fixed by Mr. Pitt or the Chancellor. 
The Minister wishes the Chancellor to do it. Bai'on Eyre ^ having 
refused the Itolls is to succeed Skynner. So much for law: a good 
story but rather long. However wdien I write to you at so great a 
distance, I shall always give you the talk of the day. 

Opinions vary much about the Commercial Treaty^ exclusive 
of politics-; which is not extraordinary, for the best-informed men 
in Britain or France cannot form an idea with any certainty, of 
what effect it may have in either country ; but if seven millions of 
people in Britain agree with twenty millions of people in France, 
to take reciprocally w^hat they want from one another, the smaller 
storehouse should ultimately reap an advantage from the agree- 
ment. But the French Minister, Vcrgcnnes, is bent upon carrying 
it through ; he is fond of peace, and particularly of peace with Eng- 
land, which in him is not a new idea, for when he was Ambassador 
at Constantinople he used to say that the jealousy which subsisted 
between France and Ejmland was absurd ; that from the proximity 
of their situation the^should live in the greatest harmony, and 
have the most open and liberal communication of trade with one 
another ; and in place of quarrelling together, give law to the rest 
of the world. He is at present confirmed in that opinion, being 
hampered by his commercial agreements and treaties witli the other 
powers of Europe, which upon trial are found to clash with one 
another |a particular points. Vergennes, to extricate himself out 
of these difficulties, and to avoid a war with any other power, 
thinks it advisable to be at peace and upon good terms with 
Britain. Oaiieton is gone to Quebec, and Haldiraand^ has pay as 
Lieutenant-General till he is otherwise provided for ; Carletou> 
before he took his departure, got a pension for three lives to Ids 
wife and two sons of a thousand pounds a-year, and Wras 
a Peer of Great Britain as Lord Dorchester. That 
your Garter made the Knight of the Bath® quite firantic?? haw 
been told, for I never see him, and he^is very se}dom ihenrione4* 
by any mortal. ^ ' ' " : 

1 Eiflit Hc». Sir jMaes Ewe, 1724, 4., a 04^'. hi, yvetdlkigt, 

kulr 6, 1799; m. April 16, 1791/ liise ,, oftli40bifeto 

SoitliwelL Eoeorder of toiuloii, pl76S.; > 'Ba- , , niwian 
,ron of the E^tchcqaer,, Kov. 6,1779 feworfemd 

‘ Bhrow, Jaja, -26, 1787,' for eome 
'qomtnoB Pkw, Eeh. II, m 

lit -teil *, U Write or speak Eogifeo 

' '' V- 
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Tarleton ^ has advertised a History of the two last campaigns to 
the southward, to he immediately published ; as far as I can learn 
he does not mean — or rather tlie author to whom he lends his name 
does not mean — to compliment ; notliing is to he imputed to you 
directly, but reflections by implication ; ^v'hatever they may be, I 
am sure they cannot afifect you, but they must fall heavy upon 
himself, and I shall have a very bad opinion of our profession, if 
any man of character and rank ever takes any notice of him after- 
wards : but I only mention the tale of the day, and do not give it 
you from any authority, but your friends wait for the publication 
with impatience. 

Sir William Howe is astonished at the intention, and thinks just 
as I do about it. Sir William Howe, Balfour, and some other of 
yonr friends, were a week at my house in the country last summer, 
and killed plenty of moor-game, but were not successful in fishing ; 
they saw the fish in the rivers, saw other people kill them, and 
had plenty of fish at dinner, but somehow or other they did not 
contrive to catch themselves, which I was most heartily sorry for. 
Do you think we shall ever meet in those n(^Iiern regions ? though 
tlie object is distant, I indulge myseK a*imes with building a 
castle about it, 

I have not seen Lord Brome since I came to town ; he is at 
Culford, hut Pliillipson tells me he is in perfect good health. I 
carried him from Eton to Langley soon after you left us ; he liked 
the place very much, and the Drummonds were happy to see him ; 
he shall pay them another visit this spring, with his tutor's permis- 
sion, who seems to he a decent discreet sort of man. 

You did not seem to pay so much attention to my Florida® mis- 
fortunes as I did; hut Balfour, and Spranger^ a lawyer, have been 
appointed by Parliament commissioners to examine into our losses, 
and they are in the actual execution of that office ; and as I cer- 
tainly had the best income from the Province^ I expect to be allowed 
handsomely, which will enable me to extend my improvements 
about BalhndaUoch, which Boss, though he was there, can give 
you no account of, as his time was taken up with chess and piqtiet 
even in the forenoon. 

As it was not found expedient to pay the Prince’s d^bts, he has 
Ms horses, put a stop to building, and has reduced his house- 

‘ in the course of share of the compensation 

throw ‘on Lord Florida loyalist's. ' i , ’’i/', 

^ of bk defeat at ® John Spranger, entered ^of ^the 'Middle 
Temple Jaly25, 'aftmrar& a ^taster' 
'h^'i of ■ in Chancery j d, July 1^, IS04; ^ 'Samttel 

Eomilly was one of his popils. 
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liold^ to Lake/ Hulse/ and Lyte/ Hotham’''' was contiimed till 
very lately, till as we are told, some dlffej’once arose, upon the 
Prince taking Ms money from Coiitts^ the banker’s and lodging it 
at Hammersley’s/^ in Pall Mall; the story is told differently, but 
Hotham no longer belongs to the Prince’s family, wlietlier by 
resignation or otherwise I know not. 

His Grace of BedfoixF has been at homo for some months; ho 
lias not been at Court, but declares he is of no party, though ho 
has a regard for Charles Fox. 

The Duke of York has purchased Lord Galway’s-^ estate in 
Yorkshire ; and I have heard that he may reside thoi'o sometimes 
after he comes to England, to counteract the independence of soiiio 
of the great Lords of the North, and to show that there is a dc^gree 


^ Tho income of tlic Prince of W'alcs, ox- 
dusive of tho rovonne of tlie Diicliy of (jorii- 
wtill, was hut his e-\ii;waii,niH‘c had 

pluiij^ed him into jwcuniary diilionliios. in 
April, 1780, on the vote lor advanciiri;; 
21(>,00()L to duhny the debts of tlu* Civil 
List, the subject of tho Pi'hico’s ilehls was 
mooted by Alderman Kewnliam, M.P. Ibr 
the City. Mr. Pox and the leaders of thc! 
Opposition supported the claim, but no vote 
was taken. The Kin| 2 ; refused any assistance, 
and the Prince therefore took, in the following 
year, the step above mentioned. 

2 Gem'd Lake, b, July 27, 1744, d. Feb. 
20, 1808, m. July 8, 1770, Klixabeih, dan. 
of Edwai-d Barker, Esq,., of St. Jtdians. 
In consequence of his distinguished services 
in India, especially at the battles of Delhi 
and Laswaree, he was created Baron Lolco 
Sept, 1, 1804, and raised to tho Viscounty 
Oct. 81, 1807. A General and Colonel of 
the 80th IvOgt. He wtis for many yeais 
equeiiy to the Prince of Wales, of whoso 
household he continued a member nnid his 
death. He served in the Seven Teai's* War, 
in America, where he was captured at York 
Town, in tire Low Countries in 1798, and in 
India. M.P. for Aylesbury from Kov. 1790 
to June, 1802, and iu Ireland for tire City of 
Annagh from 1799 to the Union, 

® Colonel Hulse, afterwards Field-Marshal 
the Right Hon. Sir Samuel Hulse, Govenior 
of Chelsea Hospital, and Colonel 02nd Regi- 
ment; h. 1747, d. unmarried, Jan. 1, 1887. 
When the establishment of the, Prints of 
Wales was formed in 1780, ho was placed in 
it as Equerry, and afterwai'ds held the olfiBeeS" 
of Groom and Treasurer for ,upw»9i of 25 
years. On the accession of 
waa made Treasurer of rite, HowS^ldJ' aiid' 
yioKJhamberlam May, 18,, IW. " 
W w LoW'' Comtrief ' ih' lYOjW*"® ' 
T;7% md |n Hota.hr'WW.V,,: . i'i /'• 

I*'* >; 'V ’ 


^ Homy Lyto, d, Xov. 21, 1791. Ho was 
nppoiutod Master of the ilobes and Privy 
Purse to the Prince of Walo', in 17.d0, niul 
ho held those oIPccs till his dt*afh, 

Li<‘ut.-Cohaieh afiei wards ( M-neial < leoige 
Hotham, Cohiiud 14th Regiment, son of t ir 
Beaumont Ilotham, 7th Baronet, and hrtdlier 
of William and Beaumoni, Ist mnl 2nd I ords 
Hotham; b. Jan. 18, 1741, <1. Keb. 7, IHOO ; 
m. Doc. 10, 1709, Diana, dan. of iSh* WartoH 
jViiriyt*ian Warton, Bart., of Beverley. June 
8, 1770, ap]^oiuted 8ub«Oovor«or to the 
Prince of Wales and Prince Fre< lei ink (Duke 
of York); made Treasurer and Secretary to 
the Prince of Wales, 1780, and Aide-de- 
Camp to tho King, 1797. 

® Messrs. Ooutts were during many years 
bankers to <Rorge HI., George IV., mid 
almost all the Royal Family. The Dukt* of 
York, dining in company with Mr. Coutla, 
gave the health of the latt(*r, as ** my banker 
for upwanlH of thirty years.*' “ 1 bog your 
Royal Highn<‘H.VK pardon,*’ said Mr. Coutts, 
<‘it is your Royal lliglmcw who hn» done 
me the honour to keep my money for tliirty 
years." * 

7 This Hrai no longer existe. 

^ Frauds, 5th Duke of Betlford, F, July 
22, 1705, (I. unmarried, March 2, 1802 ; sue* 
ceedod his gitmd father, Jan. 14, 1771. 

^ Robert, 4th Viscount Galway, b. July 4- 
1752, d, July 23,1810; m. M, March 1, 
1779, Ellgabetb, 4au. of Daniel Mathew, 
Etsq., of,Fdi«h#l 24, 3808, 

dau. ' 0 »f ftmberton Milnes, Esq., 
'<and' wIdoW" qf F.\ 'A, Drummond, Esq., of 
, ;M.L fortork dty, 1783; again, 

in ^ i7l4,',when be stood against Lord J. Ca- 
:$bd,, W- Mitoer, the poll wn«, 
.Galistoyi/iOSBri Mitees, 1024; CaTendMi, 
<918 1 , Mtlttir, ‘ 812. M.P, for Pontefract in 
'4h« Parliament, and again from 

1790: to 1802. , 

T 
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of magnificence superior to theirs; in short to eclipse them in 
every thing ; but . this is speculative. Lord Carmarthen has been 
ilb bnt is recovered ; he succeeds to a large fortune by the death 
of Lord Godolphin,^ and wished to retire, but a successor it seems 
cannot be found. Mr. Jenldnson, now Lord Hawkesbury, was men- 
tioned ; but Lord Camden, report says, has declared that he will 
resign if Lord Hawkesbury is brought into the Cabinet, where he 
must have a seat if he is made Secretary of State, and there the 
business stands. 

It was reported that your cousin® was to be removed to the Post 
Office, a good thi*ee thousand a-year ; but I did not hear that he 
wished for the change. Lord Stormont was talked of to be tbe 
successor, but that was certainly without foundation, for he has 
been so violent, and gone such lengths in Opposition, that the 
world believe the door is bolted against him. 

Lord Clarendon^ gave up the Duchy of Lancaster to accom- 
modate Lord Hawkesbury, and accepted of the Post Office ; he is 
since dead, and from a deficiency of people to accept office, Lord 
Carteret^ now enjoys the whole emolument, not less than six thou- 
sand a-year, which he could find use for, but it is too good a thing 
to last. 

General Mackay ® has sent his nephew, a Lord, to be an ensign, 
to India ; lie complained to me at Edinburgh that he had not re- 
ceived answers to letters winch he wrote to Ross and you before 
you loft London, 

The 55th® is stationed at Deal and Dover, having been com- 
pleted nearly within the year, upon which I have had many civil 


1 Frauds, 2iid atid last Eaii Godolpfein, 
son of Lord Treasurer Oodolphiii ; l>. 1078, 
d, Jaa. 17, 1766 ; m. April 27, 1686, Hen- 
lietta, dau. of Jdan, Ist Duke of Marlborough, 
who, on her father’s death, became Duchess, 
of Marlborough in her own right. Lord Oo*^ 
dolphin’s sister and sole heir Mary m. June 
26, 1740, Thomas, 4th Duke of Leeds, 

® I^ord Sydney. He did not give up his 
then office of Secretary. of State. 

® Thomas, son of William, 2nd Earl of 
Jersey, created Lord Hyde, June 1, 1756, 
^ made Earl of Clarendon, June 14, 1776 ; 
h. mo, a. Dec. 10, 1786 ; m. March 30, 
1762, Charlotte, dau, of William, 8rd Earl 
of I^ord of the Admiralty from Dec* 

June, 1756; Postmaster-General, 
',1766, to July 19, 1766; Chan- 
;.i,<«!^yb|.tte,'Diwhy of Lancaster from Jime 
' b"^,i 'March 27, 1782; again from 

foApi. % ITSe ; Postmaster- 
■" 10 tO hfe 4wth. 

M.P* ,3tov, 1747, till he 


was made a peer. 

^ Henry Frederick, 1st Lord Carteret, so 
created Jan. 29, 1784, son of Thomas, 2nd 
Viscount Weymouth ; h. Nov. 17, 1763, d. 
June 17, 1826, unmarried. Clerk Comp- 
troller of the Board of Green Cloth, Dec. 
1762; Master of the Household, 1768, and 
Postmaster-General, Dec. 6, 1770. Dismissed 
from the latter office on the King’s recovery 
in 1789, he haying been one of the very few 
persons who quitted Mr, Pitt during tlie dcr 
hates on the lUgency Bill, M.P, for Stafford- 
shire from Dec. 1756 to March, 1761, and 
tlien for Weohley till he was made Post- 
master-General, whidi office he hold as ^ a 
commoner-"** most, umisual event^or 1$ 
years, and during about 8 months , sol© 'Post- 
master. ' ' ; 

® Sec antb, Nov. 18,.l78ff,',«id lithe,' 21, 
1784. 

® General Grant, then Colonel of the 56th, 
was desirous of obtaining a better regiment. 
He got the 1 1th, Nov, 9, 1791. 
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tilings said to me^ and liaTO no ground of complaint at present, as 
no vacancy lias happened since we parted. And so, my good Lord, 
having said everything I can think of at present, I wish yon healtli 
and happiness, and am, &o., James Grant. 


Earl Cornwallis to H. R. H. the Dcjke of York. 


Sir, Calcutta, July 20, 1787, 

Few things could have given me greater satisfaction than 
my being honoured with your Eoyal Highness’s kind letter of tlie 
7th of October, and being assured that in this distant quarter of 
the globe, I still hold a favourable place in your esteem and 
remembrance. 

I think your Eoyal Highness’s sentiments are perferitly just on 
the necessity of our having connexions on the (Joiitinent. I Hhva}'s 
maintained that opinion when it was most uiipoi>n1ar, and repro- 
bated that narrow system of polities which divested us oj‘ all alli- 
ances. The late unhappy war has, I believe, opoiKid tln^ eyes of 
many people ; but it is not easy to retrieve the couseqncnn^.es of 
our former mismanagement, and it will require groat courage in 
any minister to take a decided partmgainst the powerful combina- 
tion of France, Austria, and Kussia. I trust however, that we 
shall take such steps as will ensure the continuance of the King of 
Prussia’s jpredilection for England, and act with as inuch spirit as 
our situation will admit of. 

For your Eoyal Highness, war cannot come too soon ; and if 
the affairs of Holland or Bavaria should produce hostilities on the 
Continent, I most earnestly hope that you will have Bfi opportunity 
of serving, although I should sincerely lament that there is no pos*- 
sibility of my attending you. 

The finances of Britan however, require a few years of peace, 
if it can be maintained without absolute dishonour ; I must there- 
fore wish for the safety of our affairs at home and in India— and, 
perhaps this wish is strengthened by many selfish motives— that no 
war may break out till the year 1791. I am not .desirous of mili- 
tary laurels in Hindostan, and the climate has hitherto agreed so 
well with me, that I have a prospect of carrying back some romains 
of constitution. 

The appearance of things hero is much improved since I had 
the honour of writing' to yotwr Eoyal 'Highness in November. Al- 
-though Bengal has.'faid between the SOth of April, 1780, and the 
1st' of ,3M]ay, 1787, for the other ^ British settlements in India above 

T 2 
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two millions sterlings onr public credit is greatly risen, and the 
discount on onr certificates is now only 7 per cent, instead of 14 
or 15. I have been a rigid, but I flatter myself not an unpopular 
economist ; I liaye not cut off two or three hundred pounds from 
the salaries of persons who were already underpaid, but 1 have 
been watchful to prevent and correct abuses, and I have in spite 
of all recommendations, made it a constant rule to employ the ablest 
and honestest men. 

I have as yet made little progress in the improvement of the 
discipline of the army ; but in a few days I shall set out to visit all 
the principal stations, the farthest of *which is a thousand miles 
distant ; the miserable subjects that I have to work upon in the 
Em’opean part, discourage me from any sanguine expectations. 
Some of these regiments of sepoys which I have had fre(xuent 
oj)portnnities of seeing are mnch changed for the better. . . . 

I will not tire your Eoyal Highness with any more details of 
this kind. I am now going to see an army not only without dis- 
cipline, but without subordination — ^very different from the tour of 
1785 ; when I return to this place, I will take the liberty of trans- 
mitting some account of my expedition. 

I have, &c., 

COKFWALLIS. 

Right Hox. Heney Dukdas to Eael Cokxwallis. 

[Frivate.] Keceired July 21, 1787. 

My BEAE LoED, London, Jan. 29, 1787. 

. • . I shall now have time to turn my thoughts a little 
to the great lines of the Indian system, and I will in private letters 
to yourself, have probably occasion often to write to you my senti- 
ments upon every subject as it may occur to me. I take it for 
granted I shall often hear from you on many subjects which you 
may wish me to attend to, although they are not made pai't of your 
public letters. . . . 

Our domestic politics are just as you left them — Govern- 
ment as strong, and Opposition no stronger. The Commercial 
Treaty which has lately been concluded, and which is a great 
’measure, will bo the leading business of the session, and, so far as 1 
cm judge at present, it will ho ratified by Parliament with great 

'' ' , 1 to hear that your health remain^ perfectly entire, 
and % I'make no doubt that a very short time indeed will make 
a' WondtoM _ change in our Indian affairs. From the inclosed 
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state of tlie Indian Stock and Bonds at tlie present period, and at 
tlie time of Fox’s BDl, you will believe I am under no appreben- 
sions for any discussions on that subject in Parliament. I shall not 
court any debate, but still less will I avoid it. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henev Dundas. 


Memokanditm Enclosed. 

India Stock, at the time Mr. Fox brought in his Bill in No- 
vember and December, 1783, and at the beginning of 1787 

December, 1783 .. India Stock 120 
January, 1787 .. „ 103 

though capital increased 800,000?. ; 

December, 1783 .. India Bonds, bearing 5 per cent, interest 80s. <llsco^^nt. 
Jan^lary, 1787 „ „ G3s. prcniiiuu, 

though interest to be reduced to 4 per cent in March next 


Earl Cornwallis to Sib Arcuxbald Oampbeii.. 

DeAB Sir, Calcutta, July 26, 1737, 

I return yon the courts-mai’tial, the sentences of which I 
have approved, except those parts w]iich direct the loss of teeth 
and ears. 

I must beg that you will make the best apology you can for ino 
to the Ameer.^ You will explain to him that the native c-oiirts- 
martial have always been required to act accor<ling to tlie English 
martial law, and not according to the Mahommedan law, and tlmt 
I am confident he would not ask mo to do anything which I thought 
ingonsistent with the duty of my station. As tlie Judge Advocate 
has been the cause of this absurdity, I must desire that you will 
signify to him how much 1 disapprove of his conduct. 

I am, &c., 

CoEirwAnms, 

The Go\rERNOR-GENi2EAL IN Council to the Court of Bxreotobs, 

Honourable Sirs, ■ " July si, mr. 

* ... In the 7piii, paragraph of your General Instructions 
..of the 12th Apraj^;,iTO6#\ypu, 'Wre pleased , to approve the idea 

' I Tlie eeeoaxd uoa of tlie Nabut of Arcot. 
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generally suggested, of paying tlie servants employed in the collec- 
tion of the revenues, partly by a salary and partly by commission, 
but that the latter should form the greater part of their allowances ; 
yon also left it to us to determine whether these allowances should 
be proportioned according to the rank of the servants. 

In carrying these instructions into execution, we have not 
strictly conformed to the letter of them for reasons which we 
doubt not you will approve, and which we have now the honour to 
explain. 

The responsibility appeared to us as the fairest and most eligible 
principle for fixing the commission. We considered the salaries of 
the collectors as the means of their subsistence, and the commission 
in the natoe of a reward. If the principle of seniority of service 
only had been adopted for regulating the latter, a servant who 
had charge of the collection of ten lacs of rupees, would often be 
entitled to receive more than another collector, superintending 
revenues to three times this amount. To remedy this inequality, 
and adhere to the principle suggested by you, as far as regards the 
commission, it would have been necessary to appoint invariably 
the oldest servant to the greatest charge, a rule, which from the 
disparity of abilities, knowledge, and application, in the servants 
employed in the collections, must have been attended with great 
detriment to your interests, and would have occasioned the removal 
of all the officers employed in the collections. 

With respect to the allowances of the collectors, it is to be 
observed that the expenses of a collector, as far as may be deemed 
necessary, rather depend upon their situation as more or less 
exposed to the .intercourse of a large society, than on any other 
cause ; and, notwithstanding the liberality of the allowances granted, 
there are situations which will require both care and economy to 
render them sufficient for the expenses of the collectors, altbough 
in others they ought to supply an excess beyond what they maybe 
entitled to, from their comparative claims in the service. Upon 
the whole we deemed it best to fix them at one general rate ; the 
duties of a collector in the most confined situation will require his 
whole time and attention ; in some perhaps, will be more than he 
can accurately perform. 

The rates of the commission are particularly detailed in the 
proceedings referred to. ¥ou will observe tlxaf the whole will fall 
khdrt of 1 per cent, on the actual collections, and we'esti- 
'fhal^'t^e/anxount of it at about 2,44,000 rupees per annum, to be 
proportions' amongst the several 'officers em*- 
ployeift ;<^llfecti;ons., The largest possible amount receivable 
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by any collector will not exceed the sum of 27^500 rupees per 
annum. We advert particularly to Burdwan, the collections of 
wliich, e>stiinated at 45 lacs, will yield the commission above 
specified. 

When you consider the situations of your servants in this 
country, the very high responsibility now more ])articularly an- 
nexed to the office of a collector, the temptations of the situation, 
the incessant labours of his office, and the zeal wJiich must bo 
exerted to promote the prosperity of the revenues and country at 
large, — when on the other hand, you advert to the solemn restric- 
tions imposed upon him by the Legislature, as well as those in the 
Public Eegulations, and the separate orders already noticed abso- 
lutely precluding him from any emolument whatever, excoi)ting 
such as are publicly allowed, — and when you are further plcas<j(l to 
consider, that excepting instances of ext inordinary merit, your 
servants cannot in future expect to obtain the office of a colh‘ct<w 
under a period of twelve years spent in your service, — wo trust that 
we shall be found to have consulted your true intor(‘sts wifli (‘very 
compatible attention to economy, and that you Avill approve the 
allowances and commission fixed by us for your servants in the 
revenue department. have, &o., 

Cf)«KWAl.LIS.* 

0 


Eakl Cornwallis to Sir W. Fawokitt. 

Deab Fawcett, BmgHi, a,,;;. 12, nm . 

Since I wrote last I have ha<l the pleasans of hearing of 
your marriage, and of your having rocoived tho lied Kil>l)and, on 
both which events I most heartily wish you joy. 

I hear in general a good account of the recruits that arc como 
out for the King’s regiments on the coast, in tho ships of tMs 
season. 

The recruits that came from Bengal for the 73rd regiment, 
were I am sorry to say, very indifferent ; those that wore brought 
by Major Skelly* were much better, except the fifteen felons and 
deserters who were put on board in their fettore at (iravesond. 

Motbing can be more prejudicial to our iutorosts and safety, 

1 Ail letters from tlie GoYemor-GeMral Ijx ® Major, afterwaias 
Council are signed bj the aoveraor-General, Skdiy, 74th Itogimrmt, D.(|.M,Ch in India: 
and by one, generally by two, xnombers of 4. 1704 at Bombay. Uu had muTwi tuidnr 
Council it has not been thought necessmy lord Oornwallis in Ammhja, aud wa« mw of 
to give the latter names, hi® aid(JS-4e*winp In his Indian cutii|)idgnf. 
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than to degrade the character of Europeans, in a countiy whore a 
handful of them are to hold millions in subjection. The con- 
temptible trash of which the Company’s European force is com- 
posed, makes me shudder : I must therefore beseech you not to 
follow their example. 

I understood before I left England, that the King had refused 
to Lord Dorchester the power of granting commissions, and that it 
would probably be embarrassing if I was then to ask it. 

I can most truly declare that I have no wish for patronage, but 
the circumstances of Lord Dorchester’s command and mine are 
very different, and I submit to the candour of any military man, 
whether it is not a groat inconvenience and discouragement to the 
service, that every commission should be vacant from fifteen to 
twenty montlis ; you are best judge of the propriety of submitting 
this to His Majesty’s consideration. I know he does not like to 
hoar the discussion of military patronage through a ministerial 
channel. Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Eael Cornwallis to the Marquis of Lansdowne. 

My bear Lord, On the Ganges, Aug. 13, 1787. 

You have so much opportunity of hearing what is going on 
in this country, that I will not attempt to enter into the voluminous 
account of our proceedings. But, as I must lay my coming to India 
to yoilr door, and as you are consequently in a great degree 
responsible for my conduct, I think it fair to tell you that I flatter 
myself I have not yet disgraced you. I can safely say that I have 
not been idle, I have selected the ablest and honestest men in the 
different departments for my advisers, and 1 am not conscious that 
I have, in any one instance, sacrificed the public good to any 
private consideration. Sir Archibald Campbell has done his part 
very handsomely, and, although our debt is still great, I trust that 
every year will make a very sensible alteration for the better in 
mt finances. 

Of the persons whom you mentioned to me, I have already told 
'jfoti that I had patronised Fombolle ; I have likewise brought for- 
'the two Hennaways, ,who are both very deserving men;' tlie 
my Aide-dc-Camp, the other 1 have put into' the 
'‘BdUflj/pf-, Trade, 'where he ia rendering most essential 'services. 

. 1 ' aih /nb# ^ 'loing' to;- visit. the Upper Brovihees and the stations of 
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the army, which is, I am sorry to say, still in a most wretched 
condition, almost iiideod without subordination. 

I am, &c., 

COEmVALIilS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Colonel Fox. 

Dear Fox, On tlic Ganges, Aug. 13, 1787. 

I heard of your marriage with great satisfaction, and sincerely 
wish you and Mrs. Fox all possible happiness. If her temper at all 
resembles yours, I am sure there can be no doubt of your being 
happy. I am now going up the riyer to yisit the military stations. 
The Company’s Europeans arc not exactly like what we saw two 
years ago.^ On the whole everything goes on in tliis country as 
well as I could reasonably expect. I have made great and cHSontial 
reforms, and I tliinlc, witliout unpoj)iihirity. Bad as the Civil 
I tliinlc the abuses in the army were the greatest, not one of wlikli 
Sloper had attempted to correct. 

You will be glad to hear the climate has agreed perfocdly well 
with me and all my family, although 1 cannot say that it is a 
pleasant country to live in. Pray lot me hear from, you often, and 

Believe me, &c., 

• COEHWALTAS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dhnlas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sib, On tlio Ganges, near Palim, Ang, 14, 1787. 

Our correspondence with Sir A. Oanipbell, and our acqui- 
escence in his opinion against talcing any inmiodiato stops in the 
business of the Guntoor Circar, will probably be one of the ir«t 
points that will engage your attention in our letter to the Secret 
Committee. ^ 

I hope you will not attribute our agreeing so readily with him 
on this subject, to idleness and a desire' to put off a troublesome 
task. Sir Archibald’s letters of June and July contain, not only his 
sentiments on the expediency of deferring our claim, but much 
material intelligence relatiye to the French and Tijqxio, and a 
positive declaration that if tye detorittined on making it, the army 
on the coast must be itnmediately augmented. 1 Icsidi >s tli(« pr('.sf>) it 
pecuniary incoavemenoe wMoh would attend, the requisition of the 

* Wlien tkey tko reviews. 
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G-nntoor Circar, provided we dealt fairly by the Nizam, you mxist 
see bow ruiuous a war with the French and Tippoo (which Sir 
Archibald seems to apprehend as the probable consequence of our 
demand) would be, even if successful, to our aifairs and finances in 
tliis country, where we have everything to lose and nothing to gain. 
It will likewise be necessary to recollect, that so far from relying on 
any assistance from the Marattas, we cannot be assmed that they 
would not take part in a general confederacy against us, either 
from a jealousy of our requiring more dominion, from a desire to 
support the Nizam, or from a wish to revenge our not giving them 
the aid which we were so inconsiderate as to offer. A little time 
may perhaps make us more distinctly acquainted with the views 
of the principal powers in Hindostan ; but I must observe tliat, 
although I approve of the principle of the restrictions laid on this 
Government in its political negotiations, yet that it is a system 
more calculated to prevent our making enemies than to promote 
the acquisition of friends. 

Ill as I thought of the late system of Benares, I found it on 
inquiry much worse than I could have conceived. The Eesident, 
although not regularly vested with any power, enjoyed the almost 
absolute government of the country without control. His emolu- 
ments, besides the thousand ruj)ees per month allowed him by the 
Coinj)any, certainly amounted to little less tlian four lacs a year, 
exclusive of the comjfiete monopoly of the whole commerce of the 
country, with the power of granting perwannahs, &c. It has been 
generally supposed that in return for all these good things, the 
Besidents at Benares have not been ungrateful to the friends of the 

Governor-General. I have no reason to suppose that Mr. took 

more than his predecessors — God knows what he gam ; but as he 
was on bad terms with the Kajah and his servants, and as new 
measures are more likely to succeed with new man, I thought it 
better to remove him. Although many persons were desirous, nay, 
even importunate, to show their zeal for the Company’s service by 
undertaking this pffice, it was not very easy for me to find a successor 
to my mind. For I could not venture to lower the authopty of the 
Eesident too abruptly, from apprehension of losing our revenue ; 
and, as the Eajah is a fool, his servants rogues, every native of 
Hindostan (I really believe) corrupt, and Benares 600 miles from 
■psiJkmtta, friere was a danger, unless it was put into good hatods, 
system being in some degree continued* As'l had’ '-flie 
J^e^iaras most exceedingly at heart, and as't felt' that 
a good. management of that province 
in 'the remotest parts of Hin- 
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dostan, I determined on this occasion to make a yery great sacri- 
fice, and, much against his own will, appointed Mr. Jonathan 
Duncan J the Secretary of the Public and Eeveniie Department, to 
that office. Perhaps you are not acquainted with Mr. Duncan’s 
character ; he is held in the highest estimation by every man, both 
European and native, in Bengal, and, next to Mr. Shore, was more 
capable of assisting me, particularly in revenue matters, than any 
man in this country. 

I am sorry to say that I have every reason to believe, that at 
present almost all the collectors are under the name of some rela- 
tion or friend deeply engaged in commerce, and, by their influence 
as collectors and Judges of Adaulet, they become the most dan- 
gerous enemies to the Company’s interest, and the greatest oppres- 
sors of the manufacturers. I hoj)e you will approve of the additional 
allowances, and the commission that we have given to the collectors, 
for without them it was absolutely impossible tliat an honest man 
could acquire the most moderate competency. After this liberality, 
I made no scruple in issuing the lie venue Regulations and orders 
against engaging in trade, which you will road, and I promise you 
that I will make an example of the first offender that I can catch. 

Mr. Shore is rather better than he has been, but his health is 
still very precarious, and he frets lest he should not be able to make 
the ten years’ settlement to his mind by next AprflL TJntes.hia' 
health entirely fails, I have hopes of his accomplishing it But if 
you agree with me in thinking that it had better be postponed than 
indifferently done, I wish you would write to him to that effect ; it 
wiU help his spirits, and perhaps induce him to remain longer in 
this country. It will bo late before he can got your letter, but if 
he has not made the settlement, it will do much good for the 
ensuing year. 

I shall hope to hear by the * Minerva" that you have made some 
imogress in your negotiation with.Erance about this country ; in the 
mean time I thought it most advisable not to meddle irith their 
ships. The violence of M. de Souillac’s® letter to us about the 

^ Jonathan jOancan, h. May 15, 1756, of the which hiid>ee3a to 

d. Aug. 11,1811. Oovernor of Bombay from them- iie 'geaoe, to wMch, ,they CO'UM 
1795 till his death. He had spent uninter- prow !0p sowOJJt 'title, aibbw all, 'th^ 
TOptdly 39 years in India in the Company'^ itttoM' hMO t*htg''4.Ilowod to , hoist the 
■service. ! Fjpcwii ‘ W«'' wJbereVfr any frwch to^ory 

^ This letter cannot he found either , ’f £#. whol* Question Was brought 

the papers of Lord Oornwallfe, or in. the ttnd^'tbe-notl^Je, 'of ;'lAd, Oorow«dlia imme- 
oords of the India House; The oa" y&jarriviai, and ho wrote home, 

for som-e time been making cWmay which illyfg, to aay, that he would not 

he^n considered inadmiswlc by, lo,';th#',''''d«wands, and would allow 

authorities. They had', dennwi&d 'we Uiia''|^dh ’I’hg to bo hoisted only at the hve 

of certain portions 'of territory m the ticiinity , . -M. do Souillac. who hM 
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flags, gives us every leasoa to suppose tliat lie will lay tlie strictest 
injunctions on tlie commanders of tlie sMps not to submit to the 
searcli, and if we should attempt to enforce it without success, 
which cannot be insured but by a determination to proceed to the 
last extremities, we should expose our Government to the most 
mortifying degradation. 

The case of the flags was different ; they tended to disturb our 
internal government, and in taking them down there was not a 
possibility of any serious incident. j 

COEXWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

[Private.] 

My BEAE LoED, On the Ganges, Ang. 15, 1787. 

After regulating all the principal departments at the Pre- 
sidency, I am now going up the river to visit the Upper Provinces, 
to find out if I can, the reasons of the decline of Bahar and Benares, 
and to review the stations of the army, wliich is in so wretched a 
state that it will require infinite pains to make anything of it. 

I flatter myself that when you read the despatches, you will 
think I have done a great deal, and that I have been an economist 
in the true sense of the word. In the salt I think I have made a 
capital stroke; the country will be supplied in a much fairer 
manner, and the Company will have a clear gain of seven lacs of 
rupees, which used to be most unwortliily bestowed. I don’t 
believe that WhitweU ^ and Mr. Knowler would have approved of 
my plan. I have the satisfaction to think, that in spite of our 
reforms, this Government is not unpopular. It has to be sure the 
advantage of succeeding, to one that was universally hated and 
despised. 

I must do Sir A. Campbell the justice to say, that he seconds 
me nobly. By his good management and economy, we shall now 
be relieved from the heavy burden of paying the King’s troops on 
the coast, and I have no doubt that Ms conduct will be as univer- 
sally approved of in England, as it is on this side of the Cape of 
Good Hope. . . . 

pr^iotisly been Governoi* of tlie Isle de France, vernor from Aug. 1777 for a short time, and 
wit GoYeiTior-General of the French posses- again on the recall of Sir Thmnaa Enmbold 
, In, India, and arrived at Pondicherry from* Madras, March 17$0 ; hut' 
if# Si', 17S5i. almost immediately superseded. Soon nfter 

wther Whitewell, had been his return to England, he fled to Paris to 
'iJhlef 0 Sir Thomas Kumbold, and avoid prosecution for malvei’sation. Be died 
levtryi.pbce of, emolument, not a tliore in great poverty. 

'lifc&e tn'te own prbit. / Ke Acting-Go- 
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Lord Ailesburyi has greatiLy distressed me by sending ont a 
Mi. Eitso, recommended by the Queen, but I have too much at 
stake. I cannot desert the only system that can save tliis countiy, 
even for sacred Majesty. 

My kindest and best wishes attend Lady Sydney and all your 
family. • I am, &c., 

COENlVAIiLIS. 


EaKL CoilNWAn].IS TO THE COUUT OF DiEECTOES. 
On the Ganges, Ang. 18, 1787 . — See Appendix, No. IG. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, On the Ganges, Aug. is, i787. 

. . , The mode in which the Company’s salt® has hitherto 

been disposed of, appearing to me for a variety of reasons to 1)0 
extremely exceptionable, I determined to alter it ; and I directed 
that this season the salt should be put np to publh) auction, and 
sold without partiality or favour, to the fairest bidder. By ex- 
posing it in small lots, natives of the most moderate fortunes have 
had it in their power to become purchasers, and I have the satis- 
faction to inform you, that between what has hitherto been called 
the Company’s price, and the price for which it was actually sold, 
the public, upon the quantity already disposed of, has gained 
upwards of five lacs of rupees. This mode of disposing of the salt 
appears to me so evidently proper and advantageous, that I think 
no person will venture to change it ; and I have no doubt of its 
proving annually a source of great additional profit to the Company. 

I am clearly of opinion that in such a country as this, where 

1 TEoinas, 2nd Lord Bruce, made Earl of a fixed, but higher, rate to the ‘Wholesale 
Aileshury Junes, 1770 ; b. 1730, d, Aprill 9, dealers. In this manner laes were 
1814 ; m. 1st, B'^eb. 17, 1761, Stmimn, dan. of renlised in 1776. But the proht ufibn retaU 
Henry Hoare, Esq., of Stourbead, and widow transactions was still so largo^ tl^at it hecaibe 
of Charles Lord Dungarvan, son of John, 5th a favour to be allowed to purwase wholesale. 
Earlof Cork; 2nd, Eeb. 14, 1788, Anne, dau. Of this Lord CortwalHs was toads practi- 
of John, 1st Earl of Moira. Chamberlain to cally aware, by ''a request from 

the Queen, Jan. 1781 to Feb. 1792. Judge Chambers to bh' allowed to purchase 

® Salt bad always produced a large revenue, largely, and in eottpqttehee, he determined 
but the mode of collection varied at different ' that 'Wtead Oif 'setlihg 'Unlimited*' quantities 
epochs. At one time there was the Kholara .at a fexed, priee^ Mmttw' quantities should be 
rent— -an excise license to maunfaotuto-Mb '! sold by 'auction to the highest bidder. This 
whiob was added a transit duty of SO 'rupees order wa« coupled with r^ulations to protect 
per 100 maunds (about 8000 lbs,). . 'Other M' .natives from oppression. ^ In 1794, 
modes were subsequently laded. Jn ''S4i,00^000 maunds were sold, with a profit 

the Compaiw 're-established 'U incmupoly all , of about 1,02,00,000. The former system 
salt manufhcfcured wa$ bought by , their' agents ■' reyerted to in Feb. 1856. 

at a piice settled 'by them, md then reamd at' , ' ■’ 
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the servants who hold the principal offices are snrrotmded with 
temptations, it will ever be found, that the only mode that can be 
sixccessM to prevent peculation and other abuses, will be by annex- 
ing liberal allowances to those offices, and giving gentlemen a pros- 
pect of acquiring by economy, a moderate fortune from the savings 
of their salaries. It is unnecessary for me to remark that the late 
allowances to the collectors of 1200 rupees per month, were by no 
means calculated upon the above principle. By the late revenue 
arrangements therefore, the allowances of those gentlemen have 
been considerably increased by an addition to their salaries, and by 
granting them a certain commission upon their net collections. 
This measure, so highly, in my opinion, conducive to the interest of 
the Company, was adopted with the less apprehension of your dis- 
approval, as after executing the whole of the plan, we were con- 
siderably within the sum allowed by yon for the expenses of the 
revenue department. And after having on the part of Government 
acted in so liberal a manner, I have thought myself entitled to 
give public warning, that I shall consider myself as peculiarly 
called upon to be watchful of their conduct, and to treat most 
rigorously, every deviation that I discover from their duty to the 
Company. . . , 

I shall not enter into the particulars of the late arrangements in 
the Mzamut, as they will be very fully contained in the public 
despatch. Notwithstanding the "great advantages that the Nabob 
Mobarriek-ul-Dowlah has obtained, by our withdrawing the British 
officers from his body-guard, as weU as relieving him from the 
heavy expense of a Eesident, officious or interested people had 
contrived to infuse so extravagant ideas into his mind, that I am 
afraid those favours fell greatly short of his expectations. It 
appeared also that he had been taught to consider several of tbo 
measures that justice as weU as your instructions required, for 
securing reasonable pensions to certain relations and dependents, 
and for discharging by instalments the old debts of the family, as 
in some degree infringing upon his dignity and personal privileges. 
In passing Moorshedabad, I was at some pains, I believe not 
entfrely without *8uccess, to remove those impressions, and I k^ft 
him in a disposition to give a good-humoured aeqxriescencc to the , 
greatest part of the judicious plan which had been fram,6d by Mr. 
I|e$/^for establishing order and regularity in Ms finances. The 
Naileb, continued to express the most extreme unwillingness td p^rt 
iri%iito^imiworthy Dewan, Eajah Soonder Sing ; but, on iny acqui- 

at JIlM^laad ho BHghtoa. 
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escing in liis earnest entreaties ttat lie might be permitted to 
remain in office until the 1st of October, he gave me a positive 
promise to conform to our wishes without further remonstrance. 

I have, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Charles Stuart. 

Dear Stuart, Near Bar, is coss from Patna, Sunday, Aug. 19, 1787. 

. . . Lord Macartney ^ could never have had a right to 

any pay as Governor- General, as he never accepted the office. He 
got however, a pension of 1500Z. a year, on pretence of some claim 
that I could not understand. Larkins® will not I hope, stop Mr. 
M.’s® pay until his resignation arrives. j 

COENW’'ALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors. 

Gentlemen, On tu Oanges, Aug. 19, 1787. 

. . . With your explicit instructions before us, we could 
be at no loss respecting our* conduct in any disputes that could 
arise with the French Government in India. The intemperate stile 
of M. de Souillac’s letter, appeared to me extremely improper for 
our imitation, but I trust that you will approve of our answer to it. 
I wish earnestly however to avoid, if possible, all further altercations 
with the subjects of that nation ; and it will give me particular 
pleasure if the points upon which they have hitherto arisen can be 
finally adjusted in Europe. In that hope, and in the conviction 
that the dignity of this GoTernment will not in the mean time 
suffer, I was induced to propose some delay in the execution of 
your order to resume the exercise of our right to search tiie French 
ships, and it will give me great satisfaction to know that it is not 
considered by you, as an act of too much forbearance* 

The result of my conferences with Hyder Beg Khan is fully stated 

Mieorge, only Earl Macartney, ICB., In 1792 he wont to fSrom 1797 to 

created Baron, Iuec 10, 1770, Earl, June 1798 he was Oorernor of the Cape of Good 
28, 1792 (Irish honours), and an English Hope. for ' Coekemonth from April, 

Baron, Jnne, 8, 1796 ; ' b. May 14, 1787, 1767,, tp- .March, 17^9 j for the Ayr Boroughs 

d. March 31, 1806; m. Feb. 1, 1768, Jane, from 1774' for about a year, and for 
dan. of John, 8rd Earl of Bute/ Minister in Beeral'ston from .8ept* 1780 to Mardh, 17M. 
Prussia, and afterwards in Russia, from Aug. iyink in Ireland Be sat for Armagh. ' 

1764 to 1768; then Chief l8ec3i'etary In Ire* ■ WiW^ Larkins was Accountant-Cene- 
land under Lord Townshend to 1772 f .O.o- , and Lord Cornwallis 

Temor of Cr<mada, 1778 '.to', 1779; Cawnor ■ ,,for many years, ana was much esteemed by 
of Madras fxm Jun%,47'8lv .fb Fsh* 1788, ,,boh|»J , '' 
when he was nominated’ ^ BIr John' Macpherson. 
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in my letter to tlio Vizier, and by liis Excellency’s answer, it is now 
rendered a final agreement between the two Governments. If I 
have deviated in any point from the letter of such of your instruc- 
tions as apply to this negotiation, I trust it will appear that I have 
paid strict attention to their spirit and substance. 

In adjusting the public account we have only given up apart of 
a largo balance of difficult, if not impossible recovery, and princi- 
pally composed of articles to which our claims were neither sanc- 
tioned by your authority, nor ever admitted by him to he just ; and 
by formally relinquishing all interference in the internal affairs and 
management of his Govermuent, oiir connexion is reduced to plain 
and simple principles. Wo undertake the defence of his dominions 
against aU foreign enemies, upon receiving a subsidy equal to all 
the civil and military expenses that will be incurred by an engage- 
ment of so mucb value to liim. Our commerce with Oude, but 
particularly the maintenance of a large body of troops in peace, 
which according to contingent events, maybe usefully employed in 
time of war, are the great advantages that will result to us from 
those stipulations. 

The ordei's to recall the Futtyghur brigade, with which Itydor 
Beg was well acquainted, occasioned some embarrassment. It was 
not easy to make him comprehend, that by the late alterations in 
our Military establishment, so small a force for the defence of 
Oudo, as one of our present brigades, would greatly ffill short of 
the intentions at home when those orders were given. I was how- 
ever obliged by a sense of public duty, to state to him my cleaj* 
opinion that two brigades in Oude, would be indispensably necessary 
for the mutual interest and safety of both Governments. 

The loss of Colonel Baillio’s,^ and of several other dotachments 
during the late war, has removed some paH of that awe in which 
the Natives formerly stood at tlie name of British Troops. It will 
therefore in future, be a prudent maxim, never to hazard, if it can 
be avoided, so small a body as a Brigade of Sepoys with a weak 
European Eogiment, at so groat a distance from our other stations 
as the Dooab ; and from the confused state of the Upper Provinces, 
it would be highly uiiadvisable in us to attempt the dofoiice of the 
Vizier’s extensive frontier without a rospcctablo force. The prin- 
ciple being admitted to retain two brigades, there was no difficulty 
ic. arranging the extent of the subsidy. 


wall Ws whole army attacked 
iVrambaucum- Sept, 
mi', t'Wi,', Oc»lowt Baillie, of DoKaiw, 

wWe corps*'— about 
,da#ti‘oye(l 


Amoiijif the few stindvori* who w«« made 
pnaottOT, was BJr David Bairdi pot above 
throe or four woumW sepoyi ^fieaplng. Co- 
loaol Haiiiio, tlie head of tlie family,' b. 1750, 
aud d. wiim* 
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I Iiad 210 liesitation in adoi^ting tlie plan that has been settled 
concernhig Fnmickahad. Our interference in that district has ever 
been highly offensive to the Vizier, it has in no degree promoted 
the interest or the satisfaction of Mozuffer Jung, and while it had 
produced no sort of advantage to the Company, I am afraid it has 
not much contributed to the credit of this Government in Hindostan. 
Upon resolving to withdraw our Kesident, I considered it as highly 
proper to demand some stipulations in favour of Slozuffer Jung 
himself, and particularly to secure docent pensions for his mother, 
brother,^ and late Dewan,^ who had in several instances shown an 
attachment to our interests ; and I Imve the pleasure to say that 
tliG Vizier lias very readily acquiesced to all my propositions on 
these heads. 

Our own communication with tlic Peshwa’s ministers, tliough 
not appj'oaching the nature of a close emnuaion or friiaulship, (am- 
tinuos to be on the most civil footing; but whilst they were still 
chagiined at the disai)pointincnt of our promiscjd assistance in tluj 
war with Tippoo, .1 thouglit it bi'st to bo (*autious of making new 
offers which might hazard the dignity of this Government* By riiy 
letter to Mr. Malet dated 2()th Juno, you will see that I have 
anthorisod him to give Nana an opening to propose some provisional 
engagements, to counteract such treaties and designs as liav© been 
said to subsist with the French and Tippoo; and our future st 0 j)s 
will bo regulated by the matmor in wMch this advance has been 
received by Nana. j 

CORNWALTilR, 

Karl Oornwarus to Mr. . 

Dinapore, Aup;. 23, 1787. 

I am most exeocdingly surprised at your coming to India, 
but still more so at bearing, that you say it was witli my approba- 
tion that you came hither. After having refused tlie earnest en- 
treaties of many of my nearest relations and best friends, it is not 
probable, even if I had lately had any intercourse with you, that I 
should have given you such a preference. 

If I was inclined to serve you, it is whoEy out of my power to 
do it without a breach of my duty. I most earnestly advise yon 
to ^nk of returning to England as soon as possible. After the 1st 
of^S'iiTiary next, I shaU be imder the necessity of sending you 

. Iam,&c., 

COENWALIUS, 

1 UiHelecr Klwm, afterwards Regent. » Deep CImnd, lus Dewau or Minister, 
YOU* I* Tj 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hof. Henry Dunbas. 

[Private,] 

DeAB SiEj Benares District, Aug, 26, 1787. 

There is nothing in the secret letter material, or that can 
alter the line of conduct which we have adopted ; but I think the 
letter from the Court of Directors contains much false economy, 
and a great want of confidence in the Government here. 

If the essence of the spirit of economy of the whole Court of 
Directors could be collected, I am sure it would fall very short of 
my earnest anxiety on that subject. But I never can or shall 
think that it is good economy to put men into places of the greatest 
confidence, where they have it in their power to make their fortune 
in a few months, without giving them any salaries. 

If it is a maxim that no Government can command honest 
services, and that pay our servants as we please they will equally 
cheat, the sooner we leave this country the better. I am sure 
under that supposition I can be of no use, and my salary is so 
mucli thrown away : nothing will be so easy as to find a Governor- 
General of Bengal who will serve without a salary. 

From the spirit of this letter I conclude that the commission 
given to the Collectors, the allowances to the Residents at Oude 
and Benares, &c., will be all disapjjroved of, I see ilie pay of 
the Sub-Treasurer, which was given by Maepherson, is objected to. 
When I came I found the Sub-Treasurer playing with the deposits 
amounting to three or four lacs. I fancy of the two he had rather 
I had taken his salary from him. - 

I have saved since I came, upon the salt, upon the various 
contracts, upon remittances, balances and jobs of different kinds, 
ten times, I may say fifty times, the amount of the salaries that 
are retrenched. I am doing everything I can to reform the Com- 
pany's servants, to teach them to bo more economical in their mode 
of living, and to look forward to a moderate competency ; and I 
flatter myself I have not hitherto laboured in vain. But if all 
chance of saving any money and returning to England, without 
acting dishonestly, is removed, there will bo an end of my roforma- 

' Believe me, 

‘ ’ CoBHWAunm* 
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Colonel Thomas Dujsdas to Eael Coenwallis. 

[Received Aug. 26, 1787.] 

City of St. John, Province of Few Brunswick, 

My Lord, Reo. 28, nse. 

AlthoHgli at a groat distance from tliis part of the globe, 
with your attention fully occupied with other matters, I hope a few 
lines will not be unacceptable from one, who has so often exjxui- 
cncecl your friendship. 

My colleague and I, after having finished the business of our 
commission ‘ at Halifax, visited all the didbrent .settlements in Nova 
Scotia, which suri>as.y anything I cotdd cxp(!ct to liave seen in a 
climate which ha.s seven months’ winter. The now settlements 
made by the loyalists are in a, tliriving way, although nun and 
idle habits contracted during the war, are much against them. 
They have experienced ovtny possible injiiry from tlio old inhahit- 
ants of N(jvu Beotia, who ai-o oven now more disaffected towards 
the- ilritish Government than any of the new Htates fwer wera 
This mah'os mo much doubt their remaining long depeudent. Jn 
the monfh of October wo came to this provipcc, where wo found 
very different luinciplcs. Mr. Carloton,® by bis own attention and 
firmness, assisted by a well-chosen council, has established good 
govej-nmeut. The province contains all that pm-t of Nova Scotia" 
which lies to the westward of the Bay of Fundy. It contains good 
lands ; the farmers who have fled from tho States, arc well jdesased 
with the soil. The number of loyalists is 12,000. The old inhabit- 
ants are not SOOO, and those arc a despicable race, ready to soil 
their Improvements, as tho loyalists are enabled to jrarchaso from 
them. To all appearance this country will bo able to furnish corn, 
vegetables, and cattle to the West India Islands, Lumber, in the 
quantity required, they must look for elsewhere. 1 cannot say 
much for tho industry of tlie disbanded soldiers ; indeed I cannot 
say that I ever saw the policy of bribing soldiers from the line, to 
leave their regiments— -it has by no moans answered. All the 
tradesmen who would be valuable at home, axe starving hero or 
gone to the States. The half-pay provincial officers are valuable 
settlers, as they are enabled to live well and to improve their lands. 
Every day brings us a new account of the distracted state of 

^ Tliciy wore omployed, as of the Carktou, mil Colonol-commaialniit 6fH.h Rfs 

Board of Commissiorters for deddiiig upon giiuent, a brothw of (Biy, Inf Lord Oor- 
the oiaims of ilic Ammcan loyalists, to in- cheater; h. 1732, d Feb. 2, 1817; May 
vostigato some of the details ou the spot. 2, 1783, ILuTioi, daa. of — Vau Uoro, 
® CokmeJ, afterwmrds Oenml Thomas Ksfj., and widow oi’Capt. Foy, f LA. 

ir 
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Amexica. Some accounts say that the present wish of the majority, 
is to retniii to the situation they were in before the war, Tliis I by 
no means think, but I can say that the friendly disposition of the 
people towards Great Biitain is most wonderfully restored, con- 
sidering that in 1783 w^e were inveterate enemies. The Americans 
are at present an unhappy people, without any government. In 
Massachusetts the mob have required that the courts of justice 
should be shut, and their requisition has been acceded to. Having 
had the misfortune to lose my father last summer, Lady Eleanor^ 
finding her attention to my parents no longer necessary, volunteered 
an expedition across the Atlantic with only her maid and an old 
servant. She is now with me, and desires me to ofler her best 
compliments. She rode your old horse from Halifax to Annapolis, 
and thinks she has seen more of America than some of our generals 
of last war. 

I expect to have finished the business in this province by the 
month of May next, when we shall go to Canada, and we hope 
to return to Great Britain by summer, 1788, when it will give most 
sincere pleasure both to Lady Eleanor and me, to hear of your good 
health, and that your situation is comfoi-tablo. 

Pray remember me to Boss and Haldane. 

Be assured, &c., 

Thomas Duxdah* 


Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private and Confidential.] Received Ang. 20, 3787# 

My bear liORD, India Board, Marcli 21, 1787. 

The ‘Eanger’ sloop bi-ought the agroeahlo iksws to this 
country, of the safe and prosperous voyage you luid made to India ; 
the news was attended with a satisfaction equal to the importance 
of it. In truth, although your exertions were not then hegim, we 
all feel ourselves safe in India, and if your Lordsliip and Bir Archi- 
bald Campbell shall continue a few years in your present situatioiis, 
I rest in the most perfect confidence in the complete restoration of 
our prosperity in India, Wo never before had a Coveruinont of 
India, hotli at home and abroad, acting in perfect unison togotlior, 
upon principles of porfbet purity and inhigrity ; those ingredients 
cannot fail to produce their consequent effects. You may depend 

* Lady Eleanor Ruiidafl, ditu. of Aleioniler, 9th ICwI of Home s li, Deo. 1759, (1, April 
10, 1837; m. Jan. 8, 1784. 
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upon my gmng tlie most exact attention to every suggestion 
yon communicate to me, not only in your pnblick despatches, but 
in your private letters ; and indeed there are many things 
which you cannot vith propriety communicate to me otherwise. 
It 'will readily occur to you how important it is for me to be 
privately informed by you of the cliaracters of the sorvants in 
the different situations at Calcutta, who may have to aspire to the 
situations of seats in the Supreme Council and other important 
situations ; for in so far as any appointments arc to be made at 
home, you may believe I wish to be guided in any intericrence I 
may take in them, by yoim opinions. I am much pleased to observe 
by your letter, that Mr. Shore has so coinplctidy answered your 
expectations of him. His situation is a most important one, from 
his knowledge of the revenues. Our pub!iok sitiuiiion remains as 
you left it, strong and successful, perhaps m<W(3 ho; f(^r all the 
unpopular topics we had to bring forward are now over, and th<3 
groat business of this session Las be(m the Oommcmnal Treaty with 
Franc(3, and the consolidation ol' the ( /iistoms — tlui first a gi’eat b(.>on 
to the manulacturers, and the second a great boon to thci merc^hants, 
of the kingdom ; so that the session has proceeded with uninter- 
rupted triumph. ^ 

The only unpleasant circumstanco, is the impeachment of Miv 
Hastings. Mr. ITtt and I have got great credit from the nndovi- 
ating fairness and candour with which wo have proc;eedod in it, but 
the proceeding is not pleasant to many of oxir friends; and of 
course from that and many other circumstances, not pleasing to 
us ; but the truth is, when we examined the various artich^s of 
charges against him with Ms defences, they were so strong, and the 
defences so perfectly unsupported, it was impoBsiblo not to concur ; 
and some of the charges will unqxicstionahly go to the House of 
Lords. Mr. Eden’s negociations in our treaty, respecting India, 
are begun at Paris, but no material progress made sine© I last 
wrote to you. The death of M. de Vergennes made some retard- 
ment in the progress of the treaty, but I hope it will soon proceed 
to a happy conclusion*; you are perfectly possessed of the grounds 
upon which w© moan to continue it. Bemember me to Boss, and 
believe mo, with the most sincere regard, &e., 


HiSNBY Hukoab. 
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Fbom the Secret Committee to the Governor-General and Council. 

[Secret.] Received Atxg. 26, 1787, 

My Lord, • East Mia House, March 27, 1787. 

. . . In oiir letter of the 28th of July, 1786, before we 
had seen the Convention conclnded between M. de Sonillac and 
Lieut-Colonel Cathcart^ at Manritins, we conveyed to yon onr 
general sentiments on the disputes between the Court of France and 
ns, relative to onr affairs in India, In our letter of the 22nd of 
September, 1786, after we were in possession of the said Convention, 
we stated to yon what further occurred to ns as material for the 
regulation of your conduct during the dependence of our negocia- 
tion with the Court of France. In that letter we informed you, 
that we did not consider the Articles which had been agreed upon 
at Mauritius as in any respect binding, except as far as they may 
be admitted into a new Treaty with the Court of France by nego- 
ciation in Europe. No such intimation however, was made to the 
Court of France, for immediately after the despatch to you had 
sailed, we were induced to alter that intention, from a consideration 
that till the commercial negociation tlien depending in Franco 
was brought to a conclusion, it would be improper to mix it with 
another subject, likely to produce matter of altercation between 
the two Courts. . . - 

As upon an examination of the different particulars of the Con*- 
vention, it does not occur to us that any material inischitff to our 
interests can arise, from making the l^rovisional Convention the 
rule of your intermediate conduct till the final arrangement by tlio 
negociation at home takes place, we authorise you to exercise your 
discretion in that respect, regulated by the existing circumstances at 
the time you receive this ; and we confide in your prudence, that no 
ground will be gained on the pai*t of France during the dopendonee 
of the Treaty, to render the attainment of our wishoB impracticable, 
or more difficult than they already arc, by any arrangements which 
have taken place prior to the receipt of this letter. 

Wo are, &c. 


^ Hoii. CRwdes CatRaai't, younger son of d. Juno 10 , 1788, unm. M.P. for Cliwk* 
QWoa Lord Cotbart, L. l>oo. 28, 1759, mmmm from May, 1784, till Wa deatii. 
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Eael Cohnwallis to EmvABB Hay, Escj./ Secretaby to the Supreme 

COUML. 

SlE, Benares, Sei)t. 3, 1787. 

You will be pleased to comiminieate the contents of this 
letter to the Honourable Board. 

I had yesterday a very long, and to me, a very painful conver- 
sation with the Prince,^ in which I was obliged in the most explicit 
terms to put an end to the sanguine hopes which he liad Ibiined of 
receiving assistance either in troops or money fnjm our Govern- 
ment and from the Vizier, to pursue the vain attempt of establish- 
ing his father’s power and authority. 

After having refused many ])rcssing (hmumds and earnest 
entreaties, I could not withstaml one personal i‘e<pie‘st which 
urged in the most anxious and even pathetic maiuun, which was, 
that I would give a promise under my hand, that if ev(‘r liis fortune 
should again force him to seek an asylum in tlin (^bmpauy’s tcjn'i- 
tories, he should ho protected. I thought tliat justiee as well as 
humanity exacted my acrjuiescence in this instance ; and imhicd, 
I felt myself authorised in going so far, by the scmtiiuenfs which 
the Court of Directors expressed in regard to tliat unfortunate 
Princjo on a former occasion. 

Upon reflection however, I have signified to liim that it woulci 
bo more regular, and that the promise would in all events I)o more 
binding on the Government of this country, if I obtained the sanc- 
tion of the Board for signing the paper wliiclx he desired. 

Sir Archibald CainpbeJFs letters have occupied my most sm*ious 
thoughts, I at first wished that I was again at the Uri^sidency ; 
yet if‘ the event of Tippoo^s invasion should take placfx, I arn not 
sure that I could not for a time be more usoful in the upper 
country, 

Euinous as the moasuro would bo to otir finances, wo must if 
possible provide a corps of cavalry; although 1 would leave no 
means untried to enable us to comply with the wishes of Sir Archi- 
bald Oampbell, of procuring from the Marattas a body of eight 
or ten thousand horse to act with him in the Carnafio, yet I own I 
do not see any prospect of succeeding in this attempt ; it is much 
more probable that I could in tlie Vizier’s territories form a corps 
of 2500 or 3000 men, which would, in proportion to their numbi‘rH, 
bo much more useful and less expensive than atiy auxiliaries that 

^ Edward Hay, mmy year® to Cbo Sarwmo Comiell. Ho died at tlic < kpe 

tXe Council ; made T^rcsidoiit of tlic Board of of Hood Bore, 1700. 

Trad®, Fob. 18, 1706, and tben memte of « Bbab Zada. 
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we could hope for. I will hasten Major Palmer^s^ junction with 
Scindia, and instruct him, as soon as he is informed with certainty 
of Tippoo’s having commenced hostilities, to urge him to give up 
any attempt of re-establishing his affairs in the North, which are 
absolutely desperate, but to endeavour to regain his own military 
character and the reputation of the Maratta arms, by persuading 
the Minister to place him at the head of an army to attack Tippoo’s 
territories ; and to hold out to him the certainty of obtaining from 
us the most advantageous engagements both for himself and his 
country. 

No reinforcement of infantry could possibly arrive at Madx'as 
time enough ip be of any service before the rains, unless in the 
event of such a misfortune as happened at the commencement of 
the late war ; in which case, some Europeans could bo embarked on 
two or three of the Indiamen at the shortest hotice. I see no 
difficulty in having a body of Native infantry in readiness to move, 
as^ soon as the season will permit ; and the cavalry must follow as 
expeditiously as it can. j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Hon. Charles Stuart. 

Dear Stuart, Near Chunar, Sept. 5, 17B7. 

Your friend seems to me to have lost his own senses, 

or to suppose that I have completely lost the use of mine. For 
after I had written to you the day before yesterday, and whilst 
the Bajah was in the act of pressing me with a minute repetition 
of the complaints and charges that have been made by Ms vakeel 
at Calcutta, and even producing another article for monopolising 

tlie chunam of the province, I received a letter from soliciting 

my recommendation of him, to fill the vacant seat at the Board of 
Trade. 

You are perfectly well acquainted with my general sentiments 
on the nature of all those charges. Although it is my opinion 
that in taking money from the Bajah in any form, he acted contrary 
to law, yet I was ready to make great allowances for him as far as 
he could quote the example of his predecessors in office ; and after 
hi$ removal I should have been very unwilling, on that account or 
fcy ■m;OAopoli8ing the opium, to have given him any serious trouble 
'or uneasiness. 

are other points of a very different stamp with 

Waiiam Palmer j b. 1740, d. May *20, 1810. 
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wliicli lie is charged, and which can only be ascribed to Yeiy im- 
proper motives. I mean particularly his having abandoned the 
letting of several districts of the country to the rapacity of Sheer 
Jung/ and his having seized by perwannali upon the monopolies of 
the sugar and the cliunam of the province, to the essential injury of 
those branches of commerce. 

I have not seen what calls his defence. But if he has 

been so rash as to offer it in the form of denial, I take for granted 
that you will order the investigation to proceed. 

lie must be sensible that it is consistent witli my own know- 
ledge, that part of the charges are true : and tlie Eajah has 
requested in a formal manner, that I vdll consider him as pledged 
to prodxtco complete proof of all tlie charges tliat liave been made 
by his vakeel or by himself. Should it appear incumbent upon us 
to state any of the material points to be proved, and especially 
if they have been denied, I should be less siurprisod at the Court 

of Directors dismissing from the service and ordculng him to 

be prosecuted, than at their recommending him as a proper person 
for the llesidcucy of 

I had heard oiKiO or iwicc, that at the time of his appointment, 
ho had agi*(3ed to give Mr. a cerhiin proportion of his exno- 

luiucuts, and I found that it was not treated as a secret at.- 

We could easily give a proper name to such a bargain, and to the 
conduct of those who wore coneenied in making it I should not 
like however, and I do not think myself called upon, to take notice 
of it, and only mention it with other circumstances to you for your 
private use, to put you upon your guard against confident asser- 
tions of innocence, &c. I shall conclude this disagreeable subject, 
with requesting that you will communicate as much of it as yon 
think proper to Shore, as I havo touched upon it but very 

slightly to him. I have desired Mr. to show you my letter to 

him. 

I wish with all my soul that my apprehensions could be quiet 
respecting the Carnatic. Should the worst happen, and Tippoo 
actually break with us, I think it may prove ultimately fortunate 
that 1 am at present in this part of the country* 1 can take immo- 
diatcj measuroB to endeavour to form a close connexion with tho* 
different chiefs of tho Marattas, and to incite them to attack 
Tippoo on their side, to recover the territories that ho and his 
fatlnvr had wrested from them during their internal disBcnsions. 

Eveiy other moans must likewise bo taken to carry on the war 


i rrabaWy u native 
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against him with the utmost vigour, and to provide against any 
foreign inteifexence. j 

COBXWAXLIS. 

On the following day Lord Cornwallis writes again to Mr, 

Stuart to express liis astonishment, at denying the charges 

brought against him and insinuating that the Eaja was not ill- 
disposed towards him. Lord Cornwallis thinks it now necessary 

to say, that I believe to be guilty of the greatest paid, if 

not of all the charges ; and that the subject must be investigated 
in the most serious manner.” He leaves it to Mr. Stuart to decide, 

whether should be allowed the option of sending the papers 

home at once in an incomplete state, or of awaiting another oppor- 
tunity, when more information should have heeti obtained. I am 
not sure,” Lord Cornwallis concludes, “ that ’s eiffrontery de- 

serves tins indulgence.” 


Lieut.-General Graut to Eael Coenwallis. 

[Received Sept. 1787.] 

Mv DEAR LoED, Sackville Street, Apidl 16, 1787. 

The election of the six Directors being over, and Parlia- 
ment being to meet to-day after the Easter recess, your fortiinato 
and expeditions packet will sail, as Mr. Dundas tolls me, in a few 
days ; and so I take up the pen to tell you everything I boar in 
Tcturn. I only desire such a note as I received from you to say 
you are well, and have got my letter. 

Your friends were happy to hear of your good health,^ — that to 
them you may believe is the fo^st object, and wo liberally contribute 
to the continuance of it in a bumper at the Wednesday’s Club;^ 
and I hoar everywhere of the universal satisfaction which all your 
measures have given in India, and of their astonishment at Cal- 
cutta to find you, a stranger just uj)on your arrival, ho perfectly 
well-informed about the situation of the Company’s affairs, their 
interest and connections, botli political and commercial, &(5. The 
Directors were much pleased with your despatches, and Dundas 
told me that it must give you— as it did them — great satisfaction, to 
||!ld'&at you had taken almost every step which was pointed out 
tp y6u,iif .their letters before you received them. Maephersou was 

^ duriiig tlie wsM.’ It existed till 
d'a.y,,' it 'dwt fa abaut IS^O# 

'tod ti.t 'At 
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gone up tlie Ganges for the recovery of his health, and therefore 
does not sign the letters. A voyage home is not impossible 
I should think, as you have made some alterations both in 
Macpherson’s and Hastings’ an-angements ; the last has but few 
friends who now appear for him in the House of Commons. I 
don’t know what number may come dowm to support him when 
the mode of impeachment is brought forward, as there are a great 
many members who have never attended or taken part ; but as the 
Ministers and Opposition appear to us bystanders to be united, there 
can be little doubt of the impeachment being carried to the Lords ; 
hut though many people are sanguine about it, I fancy the tryal 
can hardly come on this Session ; and Erskino,^ who returned his 
retaining fee to Mr. Hastings because it would interfere wMi liis 
other business, says a lawyer must be a feed who cannot contrive to 
protract IJastings’ business befijro the House of Lords for three 
years.® Jack Lee'^ has been upoai the circuit, did business, and is 
recovered. Lord Manslwdd is at Hath, sleeps cveuywhero but in 
bed, receives his cpnirtcr’s salary, and does not resign. Lord Ktor- 
mont during the recess went down to pay him a visit, and to pre- 
vent a revsignation,- — at least so it is said. When they were talking 
of law promotions, Hcarcroft said Lord Mansfiold’s carriage stops 
the way ; the hishoprick of Durham put tlieTyge^^iu good humour, 
and will make Hopper Arden Master of the Eolls ; I said in my last 
tliat I thought it would happen, though the former dislike prevents 
Pepper from getting a guinea 

Sir George Elliot^ comes home for a time at his own desire, 


^ Hon. Henry Erskiue, non of Henry David, 
5th Earl of Buchan j created Lord ErKkine 
April B, 1806, K.T.; b. Jan. 21, J75U, d, 
h^ov. 17, 1826; m. let. May 29, 1770, 
Frances, dan. of Daniel Moore, Esq., M.B. foi’ 
Great Marlow. His second marriage with a* 
Miss Sarah Buck, Dec. 1818, took place when 
he was far advanced in years, under very dis- 
creditable circumstances at Gretna Green, 
where he appeared in disguise, wearing a 
woraairs bonnet. Attorney-Oenml to the 
Prince of Wales from 1782 to 1792, ftnd 
(Jlumcelior of the Duoliy of Cornwall, 1802 ; 
Cliancellor of England from Feb. 5, 1S06, to 
April I, 1807; M.F. for Portsmouth from 
17SS till he was made a peer, except in the 
Parliament of 1784, when he was defeated 
by Admiral Cornwallis. 

^ Tile first formal attack was made before 
Lord Comwailis went to India, by Burke, 
when he opened the first charge, Fob. X7, 

1786. The hnpmiohment waa voted May 10, 

1787. After liis return to England Low! 
CWiiwtilils was, April 9, 1794, called m a 


witness for the defence, and the llouee of 
Lords gave the final decision, April 26, 1795, 
when the actual trial laid lasted 7 yea«, 
2 months, and 11 days! 

3 John Lee, h. 1732, d, Aug. 5, 179S. 
Bolidfcor-Gcnaral from April 18 to Kov. 7, 
1782, and again from April 15 to Kov. 22, 
178H, when h« was made Attomey-GenernJ, 
an olHce h© held only for 34 days. M.P. 
for Clithero from April, 1782, to June, 
1790, and then for Higliam Ferrers till his 
dtaili. Jt is considered contrary to profes- 
sional etiquette for an Attorney or Solicitor 
General to return to his circuit, but in this 
instance the rule seems to have been broken 
thro%h. 

^ The I’yger, a mmie given to Lord 
Thurlow. His brother Thomas, Bihhop of 
Lincoln, was translated to Durham, June 27, 

1787. 

^ Sir George Augustus Elliot, K.B., a 
General and Colonel 15th Light Dragoons, 
««>» of B-ir John Elliot, Bmi., of 
mated Lord HwMeld July 0, 1787 ; b. 
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wHch the world says is to clear tip some coniplaints which have 
been, made and raised against him by mercantile people. I rather 
believe that he thinks he was neglected and overloolved when 
Carleton was made a Lord ; that he is silently dissatisfied upon tliat 
account ; and though he does not, and probably will not state it as 
a grievance, but knowing that he is in favour, he flatters himself 
that it may still be made up to him when he is upon the si)ot. I 
write this partly from information and partly from conjecture, as I 
know the man intimately. 

Lord Eawdon ’tis said had an idea of being Secretary of 
State, ^ and being disappointed, has gone into opposition. Lords 
Say and Sole,^ and Hawke, ^ have joined him, at least the three are 
thought to go together. 

The Northington estate is to be sold in lots. My friend Harry 
Drummond,^ has bought the Grange^ for five and forty thousand : 
a fine place it is they say. I shall be a better judge of that soon, as 
I am‘ to pass the Whitsun holydays there. The daugliters, or ratlier 
the sisters of the late Lord will get twenty-five thousand apiece, — 
that would have been a good windfall for the conspicuous Dick 
Crewe,® if he had not broke faith with Lady Bridget ; ^ but circuin- 


Dec, 25, 1717, d. July 6, 1790, at his 
chUteau near Aix-la-Chapelle ; m. June 8, 
1748, Anne Pollexfen, dau. of Sir Francis 
Drake, .5th Baronet, lord Heathfield was 
wounded at Dettingen, and served with dis- 
tinction at various times, especially during 
tlie' Seven Years^ War, but he is best known 
for his celebrated defence of Gibraltar. If 
he had been annoyed at Sir Guy CaiictoiFs 
peerage, the ground of complaint was soon 
removed, as his own peerage was the first 
granted after Lord DorchesteFs. 

^ Lord Rawdon about this period began to 
attach himself to the Prince of Wales ; he 
had been for some time on bad terms with 
Mr, Pitt, In the following year he took a 
strong pait on the Regency question. 

Thomas, 10 th Lord Saye and Sole, a 
Major-General and Colonel of the 9th Regi- 
ment; b. 1735, d. July 1, 1788; m. Dec. 
12, 1707, liUizabeth, dau. of Sir Kdward 
Turner, Bart, 

3 Martin Bladen, 2nd Lord Hawke (son of 
the Admiral), b. April 29, 1744, d. March 
27, 1805; m. Feb. 6, 1771, Cassandra, dau. 
of 3k IJdward Turner, Bart., a sister of Lady 
'^d'0ele* M,P. fot Saltash, May, 1708, 
1774. 

, Ditrmmond, son of William, 4th 

who was killed at Cul- 
'Swi was attainted, hat the 

by Act 

of Farliametili;; thp' aswned bf 


James Andrew, 8th Viscount. Mr. Drum- 
mond was h. 1731, d. Juno 24, 1795; m, 
March 21, 17G1, KJizaheth, dau. of the Hon. 
Charles Compton, and sister of Chailes and 
Spencer, the 7th and 8th Earls of North- 
ampton. M.P. for Weinlover from l){‘c. 
1774 to July, 1780, and then for Midlmrsfc 
till June, 1790. 

® Near Alresfurd in Hampshire, now the 
property of Lord Ashburton, whose tfithcr 
bought it from Mr. Drummond's son. 'The 
house was built by Inigo Jones, much altered 
.both by Mr. Drummond and the late Lord 
^Ashburton, and, including what the lat Lord 
'Northington spent upon it, is reckoned to 
have cost upwards of lOOjlOOL 

® Richard Crewe, afterwards a Major- 
General, younger brother of the 1st L’ord 
Crewe; b. 8opi 17, 1749, d, June 17, 
1814; m. 1780, Milborough, dim. of Samuel 
Altoress, Esq. 

7 Lady Bridget Henley, b. Oct, 2, 1744, 
d. March IS, 1796; m. 1st, July 29, 1701, 
Hon, Robert Lana, only son of Lord Bihgley, 
and, 2nd, Deo. 4, 1773, Hon. John ToHc- 
mache, Captain R.N., son of Lionel, 3rd Bkrl 
of Dysart, killed in a duel at Now York 
Sept. 25, 1777, by Captain Femilngten of 
the Guards, aftcrwai’ds Lowther, Sud Lord 
Mnnoaster. Her four isters -Jane, 
b. July 12, 1750; m. De&'Hf, 1772, Sir 
Willoughby Aston. Catherine, l;v Nov. 11, 
J757; to. Mardt 17, 1777, George Lord 
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stanced as he is at present, he has found it necessary to iiioYo to 
the Continent for a change of air with his Jamaica lady. 

You will hear a great deal about a motion whicli was made in 
the hlouse of Commons for the payment of the Prince s debts ; ^ it 
was not a faTonrite measure of Opposition, though they all agreed 
to support it, except the Dxike of Portland and the Cavendishes, 
who ahsolntoly refused. The Prince's friends at first were sanguine 
about numbers, and membei's on both sides were summoned from 
the country; those in town were warmly canvassed, and mes- 
sages w^ere sent to solicit individuals to vote, and if not, to stay 
away. The number of members sup}>osed to be in town at onetime 
was 170 for the motion, 300 against; but when the motion was 
withdrawn, the niimbei'S who would have attended and voted, aft(3r 
the strictest scrutiny, stood upon the Treasury list — MO for thf^ 
motion, 270 against ; and after all that has been said and wrote 
upon the subject, wliich has beem variously and ignorantly st-aterl 
by s<jme, and warmly and industriously nuHropresenled by oilurs, 
the proposition of this year does not vary tins Ic^ast in tlui world 
from that of last yemr, except that the business now rests with tlie 
Minister, who will pay the debt, build tlio house, and ovcm incroaso 
the 'income from 5000Z. to 10,000?. a-year, upon certain condi- 
tions required and demanded by his Master ; in short everyBiing 
to make the Prince easy, but nothing to put it in his power to 
give trouble. The Minister sent a message to the Prince by Lord 
Southampton, assuring him that what he said in the House was 
with regard to the King and his Royal Highness only, and did 
not extend to any other subject, which, though not mentioned, 
evidently applied to Mrs, Pitzherbert.® A warm answer was given, 
that lie did not receive verbal messages, and that if the Minister 
had any business with him ho should come himself ; this was after- 
wards softened by a letter by the Prince’s command from tlio 
Duke of Cumberland^ to Dundas, desiring him to wait on the 


Peeiiiurst. Mary, Sept. 20, 175 1 ; ra. 
Dec. 211 f 1772, Edward, iawt Earl Ligonier. 
Elizabeth, b, June 10, 1760 f m. Aug. 7, 
17811, Morton Eden, Esq., lafc Lord Henley. 

* Alderman Newnhani, on April 20, aafced 
Mr. Pitt if lie intended to propose any vote 
for relieving the Prirwo of Wales from his 
debts ; and being answered in the negative, 
gave notice of a motion on tlie subject. On 
the 27th Mr., afterwards Lord Kollo, ad- 
verted to Mrs. Fitzherbert, which gave rise 
to much angry discussion on that day, on 
the 80th, and on May 2, wlien the notice 
was withdrawn. After much negotiation 
Mr, Pitt, on May 24, proposed a vote of 


161,000L to pay the debts, 20,000/. for 
completing Carlton House, and an increase 
of 10,0001. to the Prince's annual iueoine. 

® Maria Anne, dau. of Walter Sniythe, 
Esq,, of Bambridge; b. July 20, 1750, cl 
March 27 r 1837 ; m. 1st, July, 1775, 
Edward Weld, Esq., of Lulworth; 2 ikI, 
1778, Thomas Fitzherbert, &q,, of Kwin- 
tterton, who died May 7, 1781. About 
three years after, she became acquainted 
with tie Prince of Wales. The certificate 
of her marriage with him is dated Doc, 2L 
1785. 

^ Henry Frcdoricfc Duke of Cumberland, 
Tbrotiior to George III.; b. Nov. 7, 1745, 
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Prince at Cumberland House at a certain hour, wliicli lie did after 
consulting the Minister and the Chancellor ; he was very explicit 
in a conversation of two hours, gave his opinion freely, and told 
him that whatever he might have heard to the contrary from 
designing people, he might trust and depend upon the Minister as 
a man of honour. In consequence of that conversation, the Prince 
desired to see Mr. Pitt, who waited upon his Eoyal Highness after 
receiving the King’s commands, and both Dundas and he have 
seen the Prince since that time, and the Prince has a letter written 
by Mr. Pitt by the King’s commands. I know no more of this 
affair, but that the business is not settled at this hour. If I hoar of 
other circumstances before a vessel sails I shall add the account, 
for I go on as things occur. The first part of this letter was wrote 
in April, and this on the 10th of May, which enables me to tell you 
that the impeachment of Mr. Hastings was carried last night by a 
majority of 85.^ I saw Mr. Pitt and Dundas come into White’s 
at eleven at night to dinner, when I was coming away without my 
supper, having had the day before the Marquis of Stafford,'^ Eigby, 
Dundas, the Drummonds, &c., at my house, from dinner till two in 
the morning,— -as liard a day as wo had once when you wore of the 
party, and I would venture upon such another to have you again 
safe and well, with a hundred thousand good things, in Satdvville- 
street. Many of the articles of impeachment will be nyected by 
the House of Lords; the tryal will not come on this Bession. 
Westminster Hall must be fitted up, for tlie Lords will not agi’ce 
to hear it in their House ; they wish, at least many of tlumi, to 
make the tryal as troublesome and expensive as possible ; for they 
say if that is not the case, the Commons will send them up Bills of 
Impeachment with as much ease as they send up a T'urnpike or 
Eoad Bill 

Sir Charles Grey’s son, who comes in for Northumberland, in 

d. Sept. 18, 1790 ; m. Oct. 2 , 1771, Anne, Pviry Seal, Master of the Horse, Keeper of 
dau, of Simon, 1st Lord Jrnham, and widow the Wanlrobe, Lord Chamberlain, imd Pro- 
of Christopher Horton, Ksq, Lord Irnham sideut of the Comnsil. On Mr. Pitt’s ac- 
wag oreated Earl of Oarhampton July 1, cession to power, l>ec. 17B3, he was re- 
1785. a]jpointcd Lord President, which oflice, and 

^ The numbers were, ayes, 175; noes, 89. afterwards that of Privy Beal, he held till 
^ George Granville, ist Marquis of Stalford, July, 1794, M.P. for Bisho|fg Castle, Kov. 
b. Aug. 14, 1721, d, Oct. 26, 1803; 1744 to June, 1747, then for Westmlmter 

m.ilst, ,0ec. 23, 1744, Elizabeth, dan. of to 1754', and, lastly, for Lichfield, till h© 
Eazerkerly, Esq* ; 2nd, March 28, snoceeded to the peerage, JJee. 25, 17S4. 
dan. of Scroope, ist Duke of Having vacated his seat for iu 

MaySB, 1768,, Susanna, 1749, on accepting o^oe> ' his , ' 
'<^^fi#f'AI^«€tr, yth lari, of Galloway.' bmight on the oalobmtOd cbntwt of Tr^nt* 
A 'Lop'-of fc, Admir«dty, Kov* '1749, and' ham and Vandeput, in whiA, afltr 15 days* 
'th'^Hov. 177% ho, with ' polling, he 'Succeeded by a majority of 4811 
short' variod* ofBcca of" to 4664. 
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Ms first speecli made a violent attack upon the MinistGi’j^ who in 
reply said many civil things, complimented him upon Hs abilities, 
and took no notice of the abuse. Mr. Fox said nothing could be 
handsomer or better judged than Mr. Pitt’s conduct upon the occa- 
sion ; but Grey has returned to the charge, and upon making a 
motion to appoint a Committee to inquire into the state of the Post 
Office, he made use of stronger language than ever was hoard in 
the House of Commons, and was not approved of by either party ; 
the Minister was firm, and without losing temper treated his 
violence and threats with contempt ; he was attacked at the same 
time by Fox and Sheridan, and in short with all the abilities of 
Opposition ; and Rigby, who was in the House and attended that 
(lay out of iiriendsHp to Lord Carteret, told me, You know/’ says 
he, that I am not partial to Pitt, and yet I must own that he is 
infinitely superior to anytlnng I ever saw in that House, and I 
declare that Fox and Sheridan, and all of them put together, are 
uothing to liim; ho, without suppoH or assistance, answers them all 
with ease to himself, and they are just chaff before the wind to Mm.” 
The history of the Post Office business is an intention to hiiH Lord 
(3art<3rot, and to bring the Minister into a scrape if possible. Lord 
Claron(l(in, as Chancellor of the Ducky of Lancaster, gave way to 
Jenkinson, and Lord Tankerville® was turned out of the Post 
Ofllco to make room for Clarendon and to accommcKlate Lord 
Carteret, who said he could not remain in oflSce with Tankervillev 
The Committee is sitting, and it will appear that Lord Carteret 
provided for some of his friends by quaRoring them upon officers 
who did the business, but without any pocuniarry consideration to 
himself; in short, different things which have been the constant 
practice, without being inquired into, in all the departments of the 
State, and which do well enough in conversation at the brown 
table, but are very disagreeable when they come to be invest 
tigatod before the House of Commons. There are many thlogs 
of the same kind to be laid to the charge of Tankerville, wMoh 
will be brought forward in the Committee, by Lord Moitl^nd/ 

^ The speocli in question was at the time till he eucoeeded to the pamgQ, Nor. 14, 
considered by all jpariies an Jntemporate 1807, 

edfusion, Mr. Grey (afterwards Charles, 2nd ® Charles,, 4t|i Bari of Tankerville, b. Xoy. 
Bari Grey, K.G.) WM bom March 10, 1764, 1 $, 1743, d. Dec. 10. 1822? w. Oct 7, 

it July 17, 1$45; tn, Nov. 18, 1794, Mary 1771, Emma, dati. and coheir of Sir James 
BIteabeth, daw. of William, let Lord Pon- polobrooke, Bart. Joint Fostma$t^r-Oencral 
ionby. First Lord of the Admiralty from from April 25, 1782, to May 1783, and 
Fob. to Sept. 1806, and then Secretary of frona Jan. 7, 1784, to Sept* l5, 17S6. 

Slate to March 25, 1807 ; Fhrt Lord of the ® James Viscount Maitland, afterwards 
Treasury from Nov. 24, 1830, to July 18, 8th Earl of Lauderdale, K.T. ; b* Jan. 26, 
1834 1 M.P. for Northumberland from June, 1759, d. Sept, 15, 1839 ; m. Aug* 15, 1782,, 
1786, to April, 1807, and tlien for Appleby Eleauor, only dau. and heir of Antony Todd, 
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Toddy’s ^ son-in-law; tnt Tankerville says he is not in office, and 
does not care one farthing what appears against him, provided he 
can hurt the «»Minister and Lord Carteret. One of the members 
said humorously enough to a friend in the House : “ Tankerville 
beats Carteret in coals, the reforming Lord’s expenditure was a 
chaldron a-day; but,” says he, ‘^Carteret has the pull upon him 
in wax candles and oil ; but that is fair, as he sits up later.” I do 
not know how the affair wiU end, probably in nothing of conse- 
q'uence, but in preventing some future abuses, and in reducing 
the income and profit of the Postmasters, The Committee is to 
report facts to the House, but has not the power to form resolu- 
tions ; if they had, it might be a serious business, for they arc 
all violent Opposition, except Lord Maitland, who is violently 
with them in everything but this Post-Office business, and in tliat 
he is as hot and violent against them as he can be ; but I am told 
that neither Pox nor Sheridan approves of the attack, they think it 
is an invidious business. You will see nothing against Carteret in 
any of the newspapers ; but they are all ready to receive informa- 
tion and abuse against Tanlcerville.^ 

Sloper and Dalling are arrived. I am glad to find by your 
letter to Phillipson, and Eoss’s to Fawcett, tliat you are in good 
health ; but Aberdeen,® who I have seen, tells me that you expose 
yourself too much to the sun, which he says at times in your 
eastern world is hurtful. 

The Ton at present is to give balls ; no woman can exist with- 
out having fiddles two or tliree times at her house in the course of 
the winter; Lady Hopetoun^ three in a month. The Duke of 

personal (inan'el between T.ords Tankeiwillo 
and Carteret. The former was a friend and 
distant connexion of Mr. (Jrey’s, who brought 
forward this motion partly to please his re- 
lation, but principally to annoy the Ciovorn- 
raont. The investigation before the Com- 
mittee brought to light some irrogukrities, 
but so trivial, that when on May 23, 1787, 
it was moved to print the report, Opposition 
could only muster IG votes against 120, and 
on May 28 Mr. Oreyk resolutions condemn- 
ing the Post-OUice and the Ministry were so 
feebly supported, even by Mr. Fox, that he 
would not divide the House. 

® George, 8rd Fmi of Aberdeen, b. June 
19, 1722, d. Aug. 13, 1801 ; m. Cathe- 
rine, dau. of OswWd Hanson, Hsq., of Wake- 
field. 

^ EVmheih Countess of Hopetoun, wife of 
James, 8rd Bari, dau. of George, 6tht Bari 
of Northeskj d. Aug, 19, '1798 i m. Aug. 
16 , 1766 . 


Esq.; created lord Lauderdale in England, 
Feb. 15, 1806. M.P. for Newport (Corn- 
wall), and then for Malmesbury, from Oct. 
1780, till he succeeded to the peerage, Aug. 
17, 1789, after which ho was a representative 
peer from 1782 to 1784, and from June, 
1790, to 1796. He was employed in 180G 
by Mr. Fox, to negotiate a peace with Bona- 
parte, in which he totally failed. In early 
life he was a violent democrat, and under an 
old Scotch precedent he endoaroured to divest 
himself of his peerage, Jn 1 787 he became 
a member of the Needlemakers' Company, to 
enable him to stand for sheriff, which lie did, 
with Samuel Foaron Waddington, a notorious 
deraocmt, as his colleague t they were beaten 
by i large majority. In later yeaj^s Lord* 
llauderMe's political opinions were ;com- 

, 'b. 171R, d. June S, 1798. 

He the' in 1732^ and was 

i s* fhe';te^n-nf;the''W'hok was a. 
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Gordon’s ‘ lioiise was not convenient lor a ball till the DiJi(&-weiit 
abroad with his son, tlie Marquis of J luntlcy ; the DuchesS>.)fSlf^ 
finds out that the house will do very well, aud so she exhibits before 
slie retires to Scotland. ’ j 

James Grant. 


Earl Cornwallis to Alexander Macauley,® Esq. 

J3eAU Sib, Allaliabad, Sopt. 14, 1787. 

I did not know of the resolution of the Board relative to the 
witholding Sir John Maepherson’s salary, until it had passed. But 
I will fairly own to you that I was always of opinion, in which 1 
had no doubt that every man in the settlement concurred, that the 
Supreme Council could not. be justified in paying allowances to 
any person who had passed the (tape of Good Hope in his wuy to 
Eur()])e ; nor did 1 conceive that th<^ Members of Council or Judges, 
stood in a difiercut proch'cament from any oihcr.s. 

I can have no ohjection to yonr onhjring a pj'ote.st on this sul)- 
joct, oriakiugany ineasun's you Juay think incumbent upon you m 
Sir John Maepherson’s attorney; but it would bo indclieato in mo, 
oven if my sentiments had been altered on tliis subject, to interfere 
with the act of the Board. 

This case after all must he decided by the Coui-t of Directors ; 
and the only diflbrence that tho measure of the Council can make 
to Sir John Maepherson, will bo 4 per cent, on the half of his 
salaiy; for if tho decision of the Court of Directors should be 
favourable to Sir John, they will order liiiu the pay that has been 
stopped, witli interest of 8 per cent. 

I will put a case that militates against your interpretation of the 
Act of Parliament. You know when the Council is reduced to two 
by death, removal, or resignation, tho Govomor-General is directed 
by tho Act to call in a third ; now if Mr. Stuart or Mr. Shore wore 
to go to Europe in the tome manner as Sir John Maepherson, tho 
Governor-General could not call in another member, because by 
yom- couHtruction, there would be no vacancy. 

I beg leave to assure you that I have every good disposition 
towards Sir John Maepherson, that I am sensible of tbo obliging 
manner in which he received me, and of his endeavours to make 
my situation as agreeable as possible. And if bo should return fo 

^ The Ducliess oF Oerdon thoE resided in $eci*etary to the (towiiwleiit cd‘ Multo^ m 
Upper CIrosYeiior Hteiot-, Ko. Id. which isinad he dkd Jau. IB, 1805 . 

^ Almnder Macauley was afterwards 

VOL* L 
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this comitiy, I am convinced that the most friendly co-operation 
and intercourse would subsist between us. 

I am, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Hon. Lockhart GoELONd Juege-Advocate- 

General. 

[Private.] 

DeAB SiE, On tlie Ganges, Oct. 9, 1787. 

I have read over and confirmed the volnminoiis Comt 
Martial, which has cost you so much pains, and in which you have 
shown so much ability and attention. But I must observe to you, 
that you have not kept clear of the erroneous practice which has 
crept into the proceedings of General Courts Martial in this service. 
I had intended to have taken public notice of it on the first repeti- 
tion ; but as this has been your fihst essay, and as you have been 
only actuated by the best intentions, and by an overflowing zeal 
for justice, I shall content myself with giving you my private sen- 
timents. 

The duty of a Judge Advocate, after the Court has assembled, is 
to administer the oaths to the members, to take clown the procoed- 
iugs distinctly, and to collect the opinions when sentence is to be 
passed. It is also expected that he will be able to point out to the 
Court the forms of procedure, and particularly the regular mode 
of examining witnesses. But after stating Ms opinion onco upon 
these points, it rests entirely with the Court to adopt or reject it 
It is likewise proper in him to put such questions to the wit- 
nesses as he thinks will tend to discover the truth, and wHcli do 
not appear to have occurred to any of the members ; and if con- 
tradictory evidence has been given by diflhrent witnesscH, it is right 
in him to state it in plain terms as a simple fact, if it appears to 
have escaped the attention of the Court when they proceed to give 
sentence. But as the Judge Advocate does not sit in a judicial 
capacity, and has no share of responsibility in the sentence of the 
Court, ho has a very delicate part to act, and ought not upon any 
account to declare Ms opinion on the credibility of the evidence, or 
on the guilt or innocence of the accused ; but should leave it en- 

i Hw* Lockhart OordoB, son of John, 3r<i originally a bmlster, th<m entowd fh# army, 
ol^'Ahoym; h. X73S2, d. March ‘J4, served an the same r^ment Lord 

lT8f I' Wk X&t, Isabella, dau, of Elias Levi, Cornwallis, and rose to Uid rank of Lieut.- 
1770, Catherine, dm, of Colonel. He was a|»polnW<i 'Jwdge Advo- 
dphii’' ;hy^ and sister of oate in 1787. ' ' ' ' / 

Johh, He was 
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tirely with the id embers who are alone accountable for the conse- 
quences, to pass sentence according to the dictates of their own 
conscience and judgment. The members of a Court Martial sit as 
judges, as well as jury. I am sure you will be obliged to me for 

telling you that your attaclc on Captain was highly improper, 

and I am persuaded that nothing of that kind will ever happen 

I am, &c., 

OOENWALLIS. 

Eaul Cornwadlis to John Hhobe, Esq. 

Dead Sin, . . . On the Ganges, Oct, 10, 1787. 

.... I have received several inelanclioly shukhas fi’om 
the Iviiig,^ calling on mo in the most pressing terms for assistance 
and siip])ort. This nioniing 1 wrobi him a letter perfectly civil and 
rcspcctfiiJ, but without all that jargon of allegiance and obodi(3nce, in 
which I stated most explicitly the impossibility of our interforenco. 

I am, &c., 

CORKWALLIS* 

Earl Cornwallis to John Shore, Esq. 

Dear Sir, , Futtj Ghur, Oct. is, mr. 

I received last night your letters of the 3rd and 4th instant, 
with the enclosures from Sir A, Campbell, &c. 

I lose no time in assuring you and Mr. Stuart, that I most 
perfectly approve of your having resolved to support the declaration 
of the Ma(iras Government, and of its being our determination to 
protect the Rajah of Travancoro as one of our allies. If it will 
give you the smallest satisfaction, yoti may put my coneurrenea 
upon record. Wo must no doubt make every preparation in oun 
power to furnish supplies of men, money, (fee., for oarrying on the 
war (if we should be forced into it) with the greatest vigour ; itt 
tho moan time we can only give Sir Archibald the strongest 
assnrancos of the utmost exettion of our power to assist him. It is 
impossible to enter into particulars, until we are - acquainted with 
tho manner in which Tippoo means to cany his designs into exe- 
cution. But in a few days I will send down to be recorded, some 
ideas of tho outlines that would bo proper for our conduct* 

1 Bball only say at present, that as soon as war is commonood, 
so far from confining ourselves to defensive measures, I think every 

^ SEUi Aim. 

X 2 , 
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engine should be moyed to carry it on in such a manner as to 
secure the honour of the nation, and to be the most likely to bring 
it to a speedy conclusion. 

In regard to horses, I fear we have no means which would 
enable us to send any considerable number by water. Those 
belonging to the body-guard may be sent if practicable — I oni 
sure I make very little use of them, but those of the two Itissalas 
are too old for so distant a service. Without ^vaitiiig for fiirtlior 
information, I shall immediately order a small augmentation, prin- 
cipally to enable me to judge with certainty ^vliothcr we shall find 
the cavalry people in this country ready to engage with ns. Perhaps 
it may be proper that you should send me a regular authority for 
tliis measure from the Board. 

It will give mo great pleasure to hear a better account of yours 
ahd Mr. Stuart’s liealth. We must not allow this bnsiness to affect 
our spirits, but whatever turn it takes, wo must trast that it will 
ultimately bo for the best I feel much bolder since I have soon 
tlua brigade of sepoya. j 

OOENWALLIS. 


Eakl (Joknwawas to EinvAKt) Hay, Esq. 

SiBj On the fhiiigcs, Oct. 18, 1787. 

. . . Tito wants of tlio (Jompany at homo rondor it aliso- 

Intely necessary to deapatcli tho invostmont to Enropo.“ Hut itftor 

the allotment of ships is made for that purpose, I would recommend 

it to tho Board to ascertain with as much precision as possible, the 

quantity of tonnage on which we might depend in tho courso of 

next winter, for transporting stores or troops to tho Coromandel or 

Malabar coasts. t „ p 

■ 1 am, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to Giwuoe Forster, Esq. 


Sib, 


Cawnpore, Oot. 28 , 1787 . 


You are already acquainted with my principal reasons for 
toploying you in your present mission to Moodajee Boosla, the 


' to aad other it ii evident 

o>jr sttspeiidittg the investments 
to' csise the^neoesisiiieB of the wat 

to' divert the 'ships or 
the umM^ employed for that purpose 
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acting chief of the Berar Government. Should Tippoo abstain 
from hostilities against onr territories or those of oiir allies, yon will 
content yourself with declaring that you were despatched by me, to 
assure Mooclajee of my esteem and friendship for him, and of the 
concern that I take in the honour and prosperity of his Goyernmeiit, 
You will also inform him, that as his servant Benerain Pundit,^ on 
account of his great age and infirmities could not undertake so long 
a journey, you were selected by me as a person on whom I have 
entire confidence, to receive those unreserved and important com- 
iniinications to which he alluded in liis letter to Beneram Pundit, 
which was shown to me. Yon will also, during your residence with 
Moodajee, in the case that has been supposed, take every means 
that may be in yoiur power, consistent with the utmost attention to 
avoid every stop that might excite jealousy or suspicion of an 
unfriendly or indiscreet curiosity, to obtain a knowledge of flie 
extent, revenues, and forces of the Berar Government, and of the 
real character and disposition of Moodajee, as well as of the other 
members of his family, and of the persons who are principally em- 
ployed in the management of the publics affairs. It will also bo of 
gireat impoifance to ascertain the particular ixdation or connexion 
ol* that Court with the other Maratta Chiefs, and the heads under 
which the principal parties of that State arc at present ranged ; 
and also the nature of the connexion between Moodajee and the 
Nissam, and of any correspondence that may have passed between 
him and Tippoo. For the above purposes, it will bo sulBciont to 
deliver the General Credential letter No. 1. with which yon are 
furnished. 

Should you receive certain information of Tippoo’s having 
actually commenced hostilities against us or any of oiu allies that 
were included in the late peace, yon will deliver to Moodajee the 
letter No. 2, with which you have been charged with a view to the 
possibility of tliat event. 

We are so little acquainted with the real disposition, the political 
views, and several other circumstances of the present situation of 
the principal Maratta Chiefs, that it is not in my power to give 
you detailed instraetions for your conduct If the Marattas have 
engaged or resolved to keep peace with Tippoo, it is not probable 
that our solicitations would induce them to depart immediately 
from that plan; and the more earnestly that wo pressed such 
solicitations, the chance would he the less for their being successful. 

J Btmmim PuiulH liad toi went many and gallantly stood by Win in all hm tlangtn*. 
years before as <»nvoy from tbe Raja to Oal- He was afterwards Uewan, or Minister to iho 
esutta. lie aoconijimnied Hastings to Benares, itaja. 
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Even slioiild tlieir public measureB be in Bome degree iind(3teriiiinecb 
mucb appearance of anxiety on our part would be construed by 
them to proceed from conscious weakness, or they would endeavour 
to take an unfair advantage of it in settling the terms of any 
connexion wkicli miglit be proposed to be formed. You will 
tlierefore, after delivering tbe letter and professing an inclination 
to form a close connexion and alliance against Tippoo as a 
common enemy, go no further than requesting that Moodajeo will 
give immediate orders for a free passage through Cuttack, for such 
troops as this Govornmeiit may think proper to despatch at any 
time by that route for carrying on the war, unless your advances 
are received with an apparent cordiality. In that case a negoti- 
ation may be commenced, and you will consider, as the most 
important object of it, to obtain the influence of Moodajeo to indiu^.e 
the Poonah Government to take that lead in a General Confederacy 
of the Marattas for renewing the war against Tippoo. Should 
that object not appear to be attainable, and Moodajeo should 
profess an inclination to form a separate alliance with our Govern- 
ment, it must be encouraged, though, before a fiual agreement, it 
wiU be proper to submit the proposed tei^ms to the consideration of 
tho Board. For unless ho is able to make a powerful diversion, or 
to furnish a large body of good cavalry to act with our army in the 
Carnatic, it is not clear that we could derive any material ad- 
vantage from it. If you have reason to beliovo that his cavalry is 
of good quality and would prove useful to us, you are, in tho event 
of a connexion of any sort, to look upon it as a desirable object to 
obtain a body of ten or twelve thousand horse, to join Sir Archibald 
Campbell by the most convenient and expciditious route; and 
should all other objects fail, I should think it of consequence if you 
could obtain for a reasonable price, from one to two thousand good 
horses to mount cavalry" of our own. 

In return for the stipulations which we would wish from the 
Marattas, I shall now mention the outline of those to which we 
would agree, in return for those that would bo most favourable for 
us. We would agree, not to make peace with Tippoo without 
mutual concert^, nor before they had recovered the countries that 
have been conquered from them between the lixistna and Tum- 
buddra ; we would engage to furnish some battalions of infantry 
and- a -train of field artilloiy, to act with their army in that quarter ; 
and'VO/would pay any body of their cavalry, that mighf join :and 
co^o|emt0- with our anny in tho Carnatic. 

' l-'Jhayo ho' doubt of ^ your xfeal and activity to do' everything in 
your' power "to 'promote tho natxbnal honour and interest, and when 
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you have eBterod upon tliis business^ and can point out proper 
objects more clearly than they appear from oiir present inform- 
atioHj I shall be ready to give you as explicit mstnictions as may 
be practicable^ for your guidance and conduct. 

I &C.5 

OOEHWALLIS. 


Earl Cobnwaolis to the RiaHT Hox. Hexey Duxbas. 


[Private.] 

Dear Sib, Hear Monglieer, Nov. 10, 1787. 

I have been most agreeably surprised at the good condition 
of the native troops. A spirit of exertion and emulation prevailed 
througliout the whole, and I have no doubt that they will soon anive 
at a very high ])itch of discipline. The TBrd regiment is in excel- 
lent Older, and does groat (‘redit to the pains which Colonel Mac- 
leo(D and Major MacdowaD have taken with it, but what shall I say 
of the Company’s Europeans ? I did not think Britain could have 
furnished such a set of wretched ohjects. I would infinitely rather 
take the 73r(l regiment upon service with me, than the whole six 
Company’s battalions. Indeed, I have great doubts whether by 
ebafting the whole six, I could complete one serviceable battalion 
to the present establishment. 

For God’s sake lose no time in taking up this business in the 
most serious manner. If the British possessions in India are woith 
preserving, do not let ns sacrifice them to the Jobs of crimps, or to 
trifling jealousies and punctilios about King’s and Company’s troops ; 
call them what yon will, they arc troops destined to render essential 
service to their conntry. The Company must have permission to 
raise recruits publiokiy ; these roernits must be properly examined 
and be subjected to martial law, and placed under the command of 
their own officers until the time of their emharkation, 

I know the army at home will oppose this, but I trust, if it is 
properly represented to His Majesty, he will not countenance their 
opposition ; if he shonld, we must revert to the plan of the officers 
having King’s commissions, or send out King’s regiments. But I 

^ (jolonol Nomitm Madeod (20th Chief Hegiment, afwirwards Com- 

of Macleod), 78rd Eegiment, g^fterwards mander4u*Chl©f at Madm from 1807 to 
Liout.-Ooiiml; h, March 4, 1754, d. Aug. Jan. 29, 1809, when he embarked for Ett- 
1801; m. 1st, Mary, dau. of — Maokcasie, rope. The vessel is supposed to have foua- 
Esfp ; 2ud, Sarah, dau. of N. Stackhom, dered at sea, as she was never heard of. 
Esq, M.F. Inverness county from Nov. His conduct when Commander-in-Chkf prer- 
1790 to May, 1796, duoed the Madras mutiny* 

® Major Hay Macdowal of Oartldand, 73rd 
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have no difficulty in declaring, and give yon leave to quote my 
declaration where yon please, that the present plan cannot bo con- 
tinued without exposing onr Asiatic dominions to the most im- 
minent danger. 

There appears such a jealousy and coldness in the disposition of 
the Marattas towards us, that I do not flatter myself in the event 
of a breach with Tippoo, that we could derive any immediate 
assistance from them. The timidity of the Nizam, and the 
wretched state of his army and his country, do not render his 
intrigues with the French and Ti]q)oo very formidable, and I tliink 
they may alarm the jealousy of the Poonah ministry, and incline 
them more readily to take part with us. 

You will have read in a letter from Mr. MaJet to the Bombay 
Government, the proposal winch Nana made about Salsette, and 
the sentiments which the Governor and Council expressed to Mr. 
Malet on the subject. I should like to know your sentiments 
about Salsette, and in what sort of estimation yon hold it, in case 
it should on a future day become a question of serious consideration. 
I have understood that it is of very little use to Bombay, but 
am not sure that this may not be occasioned by their bad manage- 
ment of it. Believe me, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

HoXOtJRABLEI Sirs, On tho Oanges, Nov. 10, 1787. 

... I was received at Allalmbad and attended to Luck- 
now by the Vizier and his ministers, with every mark of friendshij) 
and respect. I cannot however express, how much I was eoncorned 
during my short residence at his capital, and my progTcsB through 
his dominions, to be witness of tlie disordered state of his linaniscs 
and government, and of the desolated ajipearanco of tlie country. 
The evils were too alarming to admit of palliation, and 1 thought it 
my duty to exhort him in the most friendly manner to endeavour 
to apply effectual remedies to them, lie began with urging as 
apologies, that, whilst ho was not certain of the extent of our 
demands upon him, he had no real interest in being ec^nnomical in 
ids' expenses ; and that while we interfered in the internal manage- 
ment', of his affbirs, his own authority and that of Ws ministers were 
despised; by Ms own subjects. It would have been useless to discuss 
with Mm ; but, while I repeated my former clookmtions 
of bM% 'deti^inod tO' give no grounds in future for similar com- 
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plaints, lie gave me the strongest assurances of being resolved to 
apply himself earnestly to the encouragement of agriculture, and 
to endeavour to revive the commerce of liis country. And in order 
to enable him to he punctual in his pecuniary engagements with us, 
and otherwise to give ease to his finances, he likewise promised not 
only to disband a large number of his own useless rabble of troops, 
but also to retrench a great many of his other superfluous articles 
of expenditure. I think it proper to say, that my principal de- 
pendence for the performance of these promises, rests upon similar 
assurances from the efficient minister Hyder Beg Khan, who is. 
undoubtedly the ablest man employed by the Yizier, and who, 
there is reason to expect, will from considerations of personal in- 
terest and safety, be at great pains to avoid giving just cause of 
complaint to this Government. He Imows in particular that it is 
to liim that I loolic for the punctual discharge of our annual subsidy 
of 50 lacs ; and though I am sensible that for some time to come 
there may frequently bo difficnltics, I trust that they will never 
more fall considerably into balance, as I am persuaded of their 
anxiety to avoid it. 

I have had peculiar satisfaction in disengaging this Government 
in ah honourable manner, from all charge and responsibility in the 
management of the country of Furruckabad. 

1 shall avoid making any remarks upon the original grounds or 
supposed right, which induced us to interfere in the detail of the 
affairs of that unfortunate country, and shall only say that 1 am 
afraid it has not only done us no credit in Hindostan, but that the 
imperfect manner in which we did or could interfere, could hardly 
fail of being attended with the consequences that have been expe- 
ii<3nced, — that of giving constant disgust and dissatisfaction to the 
Vi55ier and to MTornffer Jung, without producing a shadow of 
bonelit or relief to the body of the inhabitants. It gave me great 
pleasure' to receive assurances, both verbally and^ in writing from 
Mozuffer Jung, that ho is perfectly satisfied with the settlement of 
the tribute and with the treatment that he has met with from the 
Vizier. Pensions are secured^ and to be paid through us, to tlios^ 
who had any particular claim, to oux' protection; I moan the Be- 
gum^ (who by her own choice remains at Furruckabad), Dildileer 
Khan, and the Dowau Deep Chund ; and as in my opinion there 
is hardly a possibility of any good arising from our future intor- 
ftu'*oiico, and almost a certainty of much discredit, 1 confess I am 
happy that now we are not called upon to take auy further concern ^ 


Tile Begtun, tliu mothar of Mozuffer Jung. 
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about that country;, than about any other ill-governed district of his 
Excellency’s dominions. 

Upon my return, I saw with singular pleasure that many great 
benefits had already arisen from the alteration in the system of the 
management of Benares ; and the disinterested and judicious con- 
duct of Mr. Duncan, the Eesident, claimed my warmest approba- 
tion. From the short trial that has been made of the Eajah, there 
seems to be great reason to believe, that under a proper inspection, 
he will prove sufficiently qualified to conduct his part of the busi- 
ness of the Zemindarry without the assistance of a Naib ; and he 
has already adopted or acquiesced with great cheerfulness in several 
measures, that cannot fail of promoting the happiness of his people 
and the general prosperity of the country. Under a persuasion 
that it will tend ultimately to his advaiitage, he readily agreed to 
the abolition of the Ehadary and other duties, which wore repre- 
sented to him as obstructions to commerce, even without requiring 
any deduction, though the temporary diminution of his revenue 
will be considerable. He has also agi’eed that it shall bo an 
established rule in the management of his country, to let it at a 
moderate rent to men of character and substance, and in portions 
not exceeding, if possible, an annual rent of two or three la-cs of 
rupees, which, with more attention than has been generally paid to 
the regular administration of justice, will relieve the body of the 
inhabitants from many cruel oppressions, to which they have been 
frequently subject under a chfierent system. Mr. Duncan is, from 
his disposition and abilities, eminently qualified both to methodke 
and to superintend the execution of this plan, and I liave not the 
smallest doubt of tbe regular payment of the Company’s revenues, 
or of the ease and prosperity of the country under the operation 

I am, &c*, 

COKHWALLIS, 

Some time previous to the arrival of Lord Cornwallis in India, 

Sir Eobert Sloper had authorized Captain and Captain 

- — to raise two corps, to be employed in the service of tlxo TMer. 
Lord Cornwallis, considering that arimigemcnt to he improper, 
ordered them to bo disbanded. Some correspondence ensued, with 
ref^ence to pay and allowances alleged to be due. When appealed 
,to^ Syder 'Beg denied that any sueh claim existed, as he ded'^ed 
^thh^'!<!^0l^i•lhad never been raised, or that at the utmost, a feyr;men 
tO" fB^derhes had be'en enroEed, and two or thtte eommis- 
siOM\’^fi#y‘;:had This statement was communicated 
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by Lord Cornwallis to Captain May 14, 1787. A renewed 

application received tbe following reply : — 


Earl Cornwallis to Captain 


Sib, Near Plassy, Nov. 22, 1787. 

I am sorry to say that on my arrival at Lncknow, I could 
not meet with any person, either European or native, that knew 
anything of your battalion, or had seen any part of it. Although 
1 could not help placing proper confidence in your assurances of its 
being perfectly complete, both in officers and men, yet as there 
was not a trace of it existing at the head-quarters where it was 
raised and had been so lately disbanded, and you had been so im- 
provident as to keep no voucher for any of your dishiirsements, you 
did not put it in my power to say to the Vizier or his ministers, that 
part of the large sum of money which you received was not issued 
to discharge your personal pay and allowances. Cii'ciimstancod 
therefore as your claim is, I do not think that my interference 
would bo warranted by the ordiir of the Board, relative to the 
reduction of your corps and Captain ’b. 

I am, &c., 

OOBNWALLIB. 

Earl Cornwatxis to mm Bishop of liiciiFiiLn and Coventry* 

Dear James, Calcutta, Dec. 12, 1787. 

. . . Although this country has suffered much this year 
by inundations and a dreadful hurricane on the 2nd of last month, 
yet things still bear a prosperous aspect. Our credit hag not 
suffered in the least ; the discount on our paper has not risen ; and 
I have the vanity to believe that the Government is both esteemed 
and respected. I reminded Mr. Pitt of our conversation about you, 
and have sent duplicates by the ^ Busbridge' and ^ Princess EoyaL’ 
I flatter myself that my measures in this country wiU speak more 
forcibly to him than any other argument. We have received no 
letters since the arrival of the ^Minerva,'' but some English news- 
papers of April have come from Bombay, and we have got Leyden 
Gazettes up to the middle of June, which tell us of the recon- 
ciliation between the K. and the P. of W., the latter^s illness, 
&o. &c. 

Tarletohs is a most malicious and false attack ; he know and 
approved the reasons for several of the measures which ho now 
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blames. My not sending relief to Colonel Fergiisoii, altlioiigb lie 
was positively ordered to retire, was entirely owing to Tarletoii 
liimself; be pleaded weakness from tlie remains of a fever, and 
refused to make tlie attempt, altbougb I used tbe most earnest 
iiitreaties. I mention tliis as a proof, amongst many others, of bis 
candour. I know it is very foolish to bo vexed about these things, 
but yet it touches me in a tender point. It is now near nine 
months since I have had any accounts from England; you will 
easily believe that I am imjiatient for a packet. You have made 
me pretty easy about Brome ; after his getting so well tlnongh the 
first year, I cannot have much apprehension about him. 

Yotu's, &c., 

CORFWALLIS. 


Earu Cornwallis to His Royal Higuiness the Duke of York. 

Calcutta, Dec. 10, 1787. 

I was so fortunate in wind and weather that I completed 
my expedition, during which by land and water I travelled above 
two-and-twcnty hundred miles, in less than four months, without 
omitting any material object of my torn*, either civil or military. 

I shall not attempt to describe x)articularly to your Eoyal 
Highness the troubles which distract the northern parts of Ilin- 
dostan, where Shah Allum, the wretched representative of the 
house of Tamerlane, although nominally possessed of the imp(nial 
dignity, and although his imago ^ is stamped on aU the coin of the 
country, is really reduced to beggary; and where many inferior 
princes and chiefs are contending for power, until tlieir armies, 
which they cannot pay, forsake them and leave them in as forlorn 
and contemptible a situation as the poor emperor, of whose shadow 
of authority they are endeavouring to avail themselves. In this 
quarter, inaccessible from its distance to all Europeans but our- 
selves, our force is so superior that we have nothing to apprehend, 
and I bad only to give civil negatives to the various ap]}lications 
for assistance of men and money. A brigade of onr sepoys would 
easily make anybody Emperor of Hindostan. 

The accounts however which I received from the Carnatic, did 
not suffer me’ to enjoy perfect tranquillity of mind. The great war* 
bike preparations of Tippoo, and the reports transmitted to me by 
Sir ,Ar6£ Campbell that ho meditated an attack upon us, mid that 

' 1'' A ^ ‘'Pie- wmc awl titles, l)’at Mt the image of Mohammetlah jaiiMes, are struck 

<to' Uift teiu; i ' I, , ' ” ' , 
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lie would be assisted by tlio Frencb, made me tremble for Biy 
plans of economy and reform. Tlie storm is liowcver blown over. 
General Conway,^ tlie Governor of Pondicberry, lias given tlie 
most nn equivocal assurances of bis pacific intentions, and tln^ 
furious Tippoo not only denies any hostile designs against ns, but 
appears to have turned bis arms again towai'ds the Maratta 
frontier. 

In my military inspection, the appearance of the native troops 
gave me the greatest satisfaction ; some of the battalions wore 
perfectly well-trained, and there was a spirit of emulation amongst 
the officers and an attention in the men, which leaves me but 
little room’ to doubt that they will soon be brought to a high 
pitcli of discipline. 

I have abolished their dancing abont in various forms to jig- 
tunes, and have substituted marching to time, and snch evolutions 
as would best prepare them for the great maiiceuvres, of which 
they did not entertain the most distant idea. ITu) 73rd regiment, 
commanded by Goloaol Maclootl, is in veiy good ordc^r, but the 
Company's European troops are such miserable wrettlies that T 
am ashamed to acknowledge them for countrymen; out of the six 
battalions, I do not think tliat I could complete one that would be 
fit for service. 

1 l^now it will bo unpopular with my brother officers at hdrne, 
but it is my duty to state, that if these dominions are worth pre- 
serving, it is absolutely necessary that the East India Company 
should be permitted to beat up publicly for recruits, and to keep 
them under martial law until the time of their embarkation, 

I have, &c., 

COENWAULIS. 

EAEL CoilNWAUilS TO JOHN MOTTEUX,® EsQ, 

[IMvate.] 

Bill, Calcutta, Dec. 16, 1787. 

I was favoured with your letter of the 28th of March, whilst 
I was on my expedition to the upper country, the objects of which, 

^ Comte Thomas de Conway (of an Iris]h assisting the Re]>nl)Iiean party in the Diitoh 
family), Governor of Pondicheny and of all settlement in India, but was baflied by the 
the breach settlements cwt of the Capo of precautions teken by Lord Cornwallis. When 
Good Hope, h. Fob. 27, 1763; m, a dan, of the French Involution broke out ho was 
the Baron do Cophy, Mardelml-dc-Camp, He obliged to fly from bis Government, and !iis 
was in ihc French service, and in 1777 nc* life was saved only by the energcdic exertions 
cepted a commission in the American army, of the British authorities, 
aud while in tliat service fought a duel with ® John Molteiix, b. 1736 ; d. April 30, 
Alencral Cadwalhvler, MardchaBdo-Camp in 1703. He was Chairman of the East firdk 
Kiimce in 1784. Tn 1788 he was desirous of Company in this year. 
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both civil and military, I have detailed very fully in my letters to 
the Court of Directors. 

I can most truly say, that ever since I landed in Bengal, I have 
paid the most uni’emitted attention to every part of the Company’s 
interests in this country. I have been a most rigid economist, in 
all cases where I thought rigid economy was true economy. I 
abolished sinecure places, put a stop to jobbing agencies and con- 
tracts, prevented large sums from being voted away in Council 
for trumped-up charges ; and have been unwearied in hmiting out 
fraud and abuse in every department. As a proof that I have 
succeeded, you will see this year what never happened before — 
that our expenses have fallen short of our estimates. But I shall 
never think it a wise measure in this country, to place men in gi'eat 
and responsible situations, where the prosperity of our affairs must 
depend on their exertions as well as integrity, without giving them 
the means, in a certain number of years, of acquiring honestly 
and openly a moderate fortune. The Company has many valuable 
servants ; the temper of the times is changing. Men are beginning 
to contract their present expenses and future views. 

The splendid and corrupting objects of Lucknow and Benares 
are removed ; and here I must look back to the conduct of former 
Directors, who knew that these shocking evils existed, but instead 
of attempting to suppress them, were quarrelling whether their 
friends, or those of Mr. Hastings, should enjoy the plunder. 

I refer you to a letter which I transmit by this ship to the 
Court of Directors relative to the prosecutions. I have there 
stated my sentiments so fully, that I have scarcely anything to 
add. In the list which I have desired you to reconsider, there are 
some as honourable men as ever lived ; they have committed no 
fault but tlmt of submitting; to the extortion of their superiors; 
they had no other means of getting tlieir broad, and they had no 
reason to expect support if they had complained. I sincerely 
believe Aat, excepting Mr. Cluirles Grant,' there is not one person 
in the list who would escape lu-osecution. You will find tliat wo 
have rather extended om- i)]an of agencies ; under a good Govern- 
ment it ;is certainly the safest and the best. We are sure that 
neither the manufacture will bo debased, nor the manufacturer 
oppressed— two very important points to us as sovereigns of the 
^pountry. It is not for the real interest of the Company that tlio 
thaawfaotures should be very cheap, provided it pays no more than 
'pthpr: 'purchasers. ' ' ;■ ' 


of Inv«r»es» .from f802 fo 1818, 
I8«3s ', mo, Jaue, dan, and a IMiactor of 'the East India Comtmny 

rtornas Prwdr, 15*1., of Balmain, , M.P, ,for from May, 179d-, till Ms death. 
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I am sorry to hear that there has heen some little ankindness 
in the Court of Directors towards Sir Archibald Campbell. He is 
a man of great worth and ability^ and has served the Company with 
a zeal and assiduity Avhich they must not often expect to meet 
with. It would give me the greatest concern to be deprived of his 
assistance, and I think in the present situation of our affairs on the 
coast, his retiring from the government might be attended with the 
most fatal consequences. 

Notwithstanding Tippoo’s warlike preparations, and the rumours 
of war in Europe, the discount on our paper does not rise, and you 
will see that we shall sujjply most of the funds for our investment 
in ready money. I cannot sufficiently express my obligations to 
Mr. Larkins for his earnest zeal in the public service. I wish 
those who attacked him in the House of Commons had half his 
patriotism. p 

COEXWALLIS. 


EaKL COUNWALLIS TO TIIK CoiJllT OF DiRKCTOllS. 
Dec. 19, 1787. — Appendix, No. 17. 
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Financial amiigcmciits — Alliance with Maratha princes — Improper decision of 
a court-martial — Mission to China — Europoaii politics — Conduct of Sir 
J. Macphcrson — Convention with France — Creditors of the Nahol) of the 
Carnatic — The Giintoor Circars — NPcgociation with Maralhas — Affairs of 
Holland — Shah Alcm and his family — Company's Recrniting Service — 
Changes in Supremo Ooimcil — Debts of the Vizier — Influence of Europeans 
at Native Courts. 

The political state of Europe occasioned considerable alarm in 
Calcutta at the commencement of tliis yean It was feared tliat if 
Franco and England were at war, Tippoo, cneonraged by tlio 
former power, would immediately invade the Company’s territories. 
Fortunately, the discomfiture of the democratic party in IIollaiKl 
pnt an end to these apprehensions, and enabled Lord Cornwallis to 
reiterate his injunctions to the various Eesidents, not to allow the 
native powers to enteitain any hope of forming offensive or defen- 
sive alliances with the Company. 

There were two points on wdiich Lord Cornwallis had received 
very specific instructions before he loft England. The one — with 
reference to the amalgamation of the Company’s European troops 
with tlie King’s army, about which some details will iKircaitcr 
be given. The other — of much more importance — related to the 
cession of the Guntoor Circars. The claim to this territory had 
arisen about six years before. It had been stipulated with the 
Fizam, tliat these Circars should be given up to the English on th(i 
death of his brother, Bazalot Jung ; ^ but although this event had 
occurred in 1782, the Nizam had evaded cpmplianeo with the 
arrangoinent, which Lord Cornwallis was therefore desired to 
eirforce. For reasons already stated, ho Iiad thought it advisable 
to postpone executing those orders, htit he conceived the time had 
now arrived when further delay was inexpedient, and ho effected 
his object without any seiious opposition. The pecuniary claims 
of the Nizam for the Poshliush duo by the Company, and their 
counter claim for the revenue which had boon (Hxllceted since 
1782,^ were also satisfactorily adjusted. 

't' (1* 1782 ; next lirothcr to venior of Bonir, dcflironed Saialjai in July, 

SuWdar of the Deccaio, and 1761, axid assigned the Oimtoor Cirmw as a 
Iwd tddteteor of Idoniin 176B, Kijaam jaghh* to fo he*’ hold » long as he 

All, who had been Go- wm faithful to Kkian Ali. ' 
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Among matters of less importance, may be mentioned tlio com- 
pletion of the treaty with France, setting aside the Mauritius Con- 
vention, and the passing of the Declaratory Act, which materially 
increased the powers of the Board of Control Tlie inquiry into 
the system of peculation previously existing was caiTicd on, and 
means were adopted, if not to eradicate, at least greatly to diminish 
the evils of which complaint had so justly been made. 

As a question of economy. Lord Cornwallis suggested the almost 
total abolition of the Bombay establishment, and he was not indis- 
posed, if a due equivalent could be found, which he rather doubted, 
to restore the island of Salsette to the Marathas. But the 
authorities at home did not concur in these views. 

The alarm of war having subsided. Lord Cornwallis had leisui’e 
to turn his attention to financial subjects. On these he wrote two 
despatches to the Court of Directors, dated November 1 and No- 
vember 3, the second of whicli will be found in the Appendix. The 
first is devoted to revenue questions, and lays down prin( 3 ip]es of 
politi<3al economy far in advance of the times in wJiicli he lived. 
The second discusses the state of tlie Zemindarry of Beuai’os, th (3 
abolition of internal customs’ duties, the payment of the Company’s 
servants by fixed and liberal salaries, instead of by almost unlimited 
perquisites, and the compilation of the IIind(x:> and Mahometan 
laws, a task which 8ir William Jones ' undertook to cxocuto. Both 
tlieso papers, though very long, deserve attentive perusal. The 
views they propound are thoroughly just, and are explained with 
groat clearness ; nor is the advice tendered to the Directors less 
sound in principle, than it must have been novel to their minds. 

^Earu Cornwallis to Loim Sydnjcy. 

[Private.] 

My DBAB Lord, Calcutta, Jan. 7, 1788. 

Our alarm from Tippoo’s proparations Iras ceased, and there 
is no reason to believe from Oeneral Conway’s conduct, that he has 
any desire to foment disturbances or to promote a war in. this 
country. We are not however without some apprehensions that 
your prospects in Europe 'are npt so pacific, and of course most 
impatiently expect the amval of a packet, which the newspapers 
inform us was to sail from Ealmouth early in August. 

No man can he more seriously interested in the continuance of 
peace than myself ; wo have eye^hiag to lose and nothing to gain 

* Bir William Jones, b. Sept. 28, 1746, St. Isa-pb. A Ju<3g6 in India from 1783 till 
d. April 27, 1794-5 m, April 8, 17S.1, Anna his death. 

Marfa, dan, of Jonathan Bhiplej, Bishop of 

VOL. I. 


Y 
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by war, and a peace for these nest three years will enable me to 
put this coniitry into such a state, that it will be a difficult taslc 
even for a bad successor to hurt it materially. 

I am astonished to hear that the Court of Directors seize 
every opportunity of attacking Sir A. Campbell. Nothing could 
give me personally greater concern, and nothing in my opinion 
could be more fatal to the British interest in India, than his 
removal. He has shown great ability and the most perfect 
uprightness and integrity, and possesses tlie esteem and confidence 
of the civil, as well as military part of the settlement, 

I have represented in the strongest terms the necessity of 
adopting some other mode of recruiting the Company’s European 
troops. I know my brother officers at home will not approve of 
my proposals, but I likewise know that unless the system is altered, 
it would be much wiser not to send out any recruits. Without 
entering into the merits of the case, I am very sorry that things 
have gone so much against poor Hastings, for he certainly has 
many amiable qualities. If you are in the hanging mood, you 
may tuck up Sir Elijah Impey, without giving anybody the 
smallest concern. I think I told yoxi how much Lord Aileshury 
had distressed me by sending out Mr. Eitso. He is now writing in 
the Secretary’s office for 200 or 250 rupees per month, and I do 
not see the probability of my being able to give him anything 
bettor, without deserving to be impeached. 

I am still porsecutocl every day by people coming out with 
letters to me, who either got into jail, or starve in tho foreign 
settlemontB. For God’s sake do all in your power to stop this 
madness. I am, &c., 

CORNWAIiLIS. 

Eael Corwarus to Major Palmmi. 

Sir, Calcutta, Jan. 11, 1788. 

I have reoeiTcd your letters dated 29th and 31st ultimo, 
and I am rery much satisfied both with the general tenor of tho 
information which tlioy contain, and with tho manner in which you 
have conducted your convorsatioire with Madajee Scindia. 

It win he difficult to add any new explanations to Scindia, of 
the insurmountable reasons which prohibit this Grovemment from 
interfering in the affairs of the Upper Provinces, and, in its present 
political situation, from contracting an alliance offensive 
; againnt Tippoo with tho Maratta State ; but a calm 

, repetition, of what you have already said of the prin- 
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ciples upon wliicli we are .dotermined to act, may at last induce 
liim to desist from pressing siicli propositions upon you. Altliougli 
we have many reasons to believe that Tij^poo would gladly sei2:e a 
good oiiportunity to attack us, yet from the stylo of his late cor- 
respondence with Sir Archibald Campbell, as well as from other 
circumstances, it does not appear to be a measure whicdi lie designs 
for immediate execution. If however the politics of Europe should 
embroil us with the French, I lay my account that Tippoo will bo 
ready at the shortest notice to act in concert with them against the 
Carnatic. 

In that event it would no doubt bo of great importance to our 
interests, to obtain a vigorous assistance and co-operation from the 
Marattas ; and we should not hesitate to enter into engagements, 
wliich to them might prove at least equally advantageous. 

Nana has already made propositions to Mr. Malet, similar to 
those which Scindia has thrown out to you, and I have directed 
liim to reply to them in the most friendly style of language, but in 
the manner which is rendered incumhent upon us by our instruc- 
tions, as well as the Act of Parliament. 

It is highly probable that Nana and Scindia may have commu- 
nicated with one another on this plan of an offensive and defenBivo 
alliance, and it is therefore of consequence that your language 
upon it and Mr. Malct’s, should be the same. We are at present 
entirely precluded jErom proposing any agreements but such as are 
merely conditional. 

You judged perfectly right however in holding up to Scindia 
the chance of our hands being set at liberty, by the violence of 
Tippoo or the ambition of the French. 

You will continue to encourage that hope, which has also been 
recommended to in attention of Mr. Malet in his transactions at 
Poonah ; and you may assure Scindia, that it will at all times give 
great pleasure to this Government, to mark our consideration for 
him by making use of his assistance and friendship, in arranging 
any new engagements which it may be found proper ns to con- 
tract with the state to which he belongs. 

It would give me great pleasure to hear that he had brought 
his mind to relinquish all further yiews upon Indc^tan. His 
affairs there seem to be totally irrecoverable ; and by turning his 
thoughts to act in conjunction witih Hs countiTmen against Tippoo, 
ho may greatly add to the strength of their cOnfederacy. 

I am, &c., 

OoHNWALlUS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Jan. 27, 1788. 

... I haye just been informed by Sir Archibald Campbell, 
that he is ordered to send one of the King’s regiments immediately 
to Bombay. This looks I think, a little like a war in Europe ; and if 
there is an appearance of a war with France, the order is certainly 
a wise one. But I give yon still more credit for the appointment 
of Medows ; that measure may defy the voice of faction. 

If proper military men can be found, which God knows is not 
very easy, the Governors of Madras and Bombay should always be 
soldiers, I am sure at present the army at the latter place is in 
great want of a commander. 

If we must have a war, it is some satisfaction at least that I 
have two such supporters as Campbell and Medows, and that we 
are at present so conveniently circumstanced in regard to the 
Marattas, who as you see, eagerly court our alliance. Scindia is 
fall as desirous of connecting himself with us as Nana ; but from 
Major Palmer’s last letter, I can entertain no hopes of prevailing 
upon him to abandon his vain pursuits to the northward, so tliat 
his friendship can be but of little value, j 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Governor in Council, Bombay. 

SlK, Jan. 30, 1788. 

I have been honoured with your letter dated the 27th of 
October last, inclosing copies of the proceedings of a General Court 
Martial held in Surat Castle for the trial of — on the IGth of 
the preceding month of July, and of the MiniTOS of your Board, 
and General Orders that were publidbed in consequence of the 
decision of that General Court Martial. 

Wliilst the temper and good sense of the Board upon this occa- 
sion is deserving of great commendation, I cannot but observe that 
in a case wliore doctrines of so dangerous a tendency were broached 
and avowed by military men, you would have been well warranted 
if you had thought proper to go beyond those bounds^ which you 
to have prescribed to yourselves, of forbearance and moderation. 
; - ' 'I, Have perused the proceedings of that General Court Martial 
/vdlti'iartonisliuhen iadignation ; for in my opinion, they contain 
matiins^'A^/focom with the true principles of military disci- 
pline, with thoee of morality and justice. ’ 
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Althougli it may not be regular that Ensign — -- should 
undergo another trial before a General Court l^Iartiab yet the 
spirit of licentiousness which aj)pears in his daring avowal, of having 
upon so slight provocation struck the native and his son in the 
streets of Surat, and the insulting manner in which he presumed to 
behave to his own commanding ofScer, render him highly deserving 
of exemplary punishment, llie degree of his punishment may he 
clgferminecl by the accounts that you may be able to obtain of his 
general character. Should it appear that he has upon other occa- 
sions manifested a similar propensity to violence, and the same dis- 
regard of subordination wliich he avowed at the General Court 
Martial, I consider him as an improper man to remain in this 
country; and my opinion is that he ought to he dismissed the 
Company’s service, and sent home by the first opportunity. On 
the other hand, if his former general conduct should appear in so 
favourable a light as to induce yon to abstain iVoin proceeding to 
that extremity, I recommend that ho shall neither be promoted, nor 
suffered to remain at any of yotm detached stations, hut that he 
shall be called immediately to the Presidency, and ordered to do 
duty in the Castle of Bombay, until he shall give convincing 
proofs of a disposition to conduct liimself with more pei’sonal 
modesty, and more respect for military subordination and good 
order in society. * # 

It is of peculiar moment for the preservation of military disci- 
pline, and for the support of the just authority of your Government, 
that the criminal conduct of the oflSeers who composed the General 
Court Martial should bo investigated with care, that the innocent 
may be discriminated, and that the guilty may bo piniished with 
severity. Where no Civil Courts exist, as at Surat, to take cogni- 
zance of crimes and disorders, the interests of the ptxblic and those 
of humanity, can oxdy be protected by the operation of martial law^ 
and care should be taken under similar circumstances, to deter 
officers from daring to refuse to administer justice upon each other 
according to the laws of their professiom I recommend therefore 
that the Ja(%e Advocate and the whole of the members of that 
Court Martial shall be immediately ordered to repair to Bombay, 
and that the Board in its judicial capacity, shall, after absolving 
the whole Court from their oaths of secrecy, endeavour to discover 
who (if any) were entirely innocent of the act of the Court, that 
they may be dipmissed to return to their respective statiouB, and in 
the next place to ascertain, if possible, who were the individiials of 
those that voted in the majority, that principally contributed to 
bring the Court to so criminal a decisiom 
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I recommend that your Board shall order as many of those 
oificers as it shall appear necessary to you, as examples for deterring 
others from following so dangerous a precedent, to be tried by a 
General Court Blartial at the Presidency, for refusing to administer 
justice according to the Articles of War ; and as I consider the 
principles on which the opinion of the Court Martial is founded, as 
tending equally to injure the interests of the Company and the 
credit of the nation with the natives of India, I recommend also in 
the strongest manner, that none of tho members who voted for the 
decision of the Court, shall be entrusted with a command or 
suffered to do duty at any of the detached posts belonging to your 
Presidency ; but that they shall be appointed to European corps, 
and retained to do duty under the eye and immediate authority of 
Government at the Castle of Bombay, at least until it shall clearly 
appear that they have relinquished those principles which influ- 
enced their decision at the General Court Martial, and which are 
equally incompatible with the respect that they owe to your 
Government, as with the true principles of military subordination 
and discipline. 

You will he pleased to publish my sentiments upon the conduct 
of the members of the General Court Martial, in any manner that 
you may think most proper. And I particularly request that yo\i 
will take the earliest opportunity of laying the whole proceedings 
before General Medows, with the opinion that I have now delivered 
upon them. X have, &c., 

GOENWALIilS. 

H. K. H. THE Duke of York to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 1788.] 

My DBAS LoED, Hanovor, April 27, 1787. 

I take the very earliest opportunity to acknowledge the 
receipt of Your very obliging Letter of the 10th of last November, 
and to return You many thanks for Your goodness in thinking of 
Your friends on this side of the Water notwithstanding the multi- 
plicity of affairs which You must have upon Your Hands. The 
Situation in which Your Lordship is at present, is certainly of the 
greatest consequence and the most delicate, which I believe ever 
has existed, and I rejoice for my Gountry’s sake, that You have 
of it, though for my own. private sake, I cobfe® I am 
efechdh^ly’^orry for it, os it deprives me of riie pleasuire cf oulri- 
yatdh^ ,Jt^hur friehdship: 8^ much aa I could wish, aiid particularly at 
this thoaowni as His Majesty has hed pleased to consent to my 
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return to my natiye Countiy, and it would l)o of tlie greatest conse- 
quence to me to have so good a friend and adviser as You. . . . 

With regard to the Politicks of Germany Your Lordship will 
already long ago know that the King of Prussia died the 16th of 
August last, having preserved to his very last moments the same 
firmness of mind and the same acuteness of judgement, for which 
He was ever so much famed. His Successor, upon his first ascend- 
ing the throne, took the very wisest steps, and gave the strongest 
proofs of His abilities, but unfortunately having been always so 
little accustomed to do business and to an active Life, He has 
allowed Himself of late to be too much drawn off firom His business 
by the pursuit of His pleasures. However His honourable Character, 
and His affection for us have still remained the same in spite of 
every attempt which has been made by His Uncle Prince Henry,* 
to draw Him into an aUianco with France ; indeed it has gone so 
far as to make an open breach between them, and Prince Henry 
has thought fit to retire from Berlin, and it is supposed that He will 
spend the rest of His days in the South of France, or in Italy, which 
certaiidy is the country the host adapted to a Person of His taste. 

Ever my dear Lord, 

Feederiok. 

Rioht Hon. Hbney Dundas to Eael Cornwalijs. 

[Reoeivod FoK 19, 1788.] 

' Mv DEAR Lord, WimWedon,*JnIy 91, 1787. 

rf' The inclosed papers will explain themselves. The situation 
of our China trade, from the precious way in which our supra- 
caa-goos are settled there, has long been an object of regret. I have 
learnt from various quarters, that a mission directly from the King 
to the Efaperor of China would probably have the desired effect 
of obtainfrig to us a commercial establishment ; and if that be 
obtained it would answer very valuable purposes, both in respect 
*of providing China investments, and in respect of the aid it would 
afford to the vent both of British and Indian manufactures and 
produce, in the empire of China and its dependencies. I know not 
whether it will succeed or not, but I am sine it is worth the 
attempt, and there is every reason to believe the French are at 
this moment very anxious to acquire such a situation in that part 
of the world. Colonel Cathcart, from his birth and manners au<l 

1 Frederick HeurT I^cuis, son of Ffcderick Wilhelffline, (ktu. ol Mcjciiuili.ui, I.aiuigr.ivc 
Wtllinm I., King of Prewia, b. Ian. 18, of Hesse f.iss.-l. 

■17!!6 i 4. Aug. 3, 1802 ; m. Juno 25, 1752, 
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good undeTStaiicling, lias been tbonglit of as a person likely to 
answer the purposes of the mission. I suppose he will sail from 
this, the end of September or beginning of October. 

Belieye me, &c., 

Heney Dijkdas. 


The Marquis of Lansdowne to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 19, 1788.] 

My dear LoEI), Jone 19, 1787. 

. . . You must of course be fully informed of all that 
has passed, and perhaps of all that is to pass, about Mr. Hastings. 
For my own part I will freely own to you I never was so deceived 
in calculation, for I could never persuade myself that the articles 
would pass the House of Commons, and I consider their having 
done so as a measure big with every kind of mischief, laying aside 
all question about personal justice. In this last respect I cannot 
but still think that he will be abandoned by"the only quarter^ which 
can save him from the singular virulence with which he has been 
prosecuted. The situation of the Stadtholder^ has for the present 
taken the place of Mr. Hastings, and it might be supposed from 
the fluctuation in the funds, that there was a possibility of the 
general tranquillity of Europe being intenmpted; but I do not 
understand that Ministry have done more than engage for some 
pecuniary aid, and have ordered a small fleet (the equipment of 
which I am afraid will not do us great credit in the eyes of Europe 
so far as regards despatch), more with a view to countenance than 
act. In the mean time France has furnished a scene of singular 
speculation. You will scarce believe it possible that any country 
could in time of peace run its expense 1G7 millions of French livros 
beyond its actual revenue, and 300 millions anticipation ; but it is 
literally so. Mens, de Calonne^ made, a very bold attempt to ex- 

‘ Probably tbo King. a riob fmancior, Made, tbrougb tbe inati- 

^ Tbe States-Gonei'ai bad been endoavotxr* ence of M. de Verg(‘nneai, Ministre des Fi- 
ing to wrest from the Btadtholder bis autho* nances, Nov, 3, 1783. Tbe income of tbe 
rity and herediiary rights. Matters were State being quite inadequate to meet the 
now drawing to a crisis, and Sir James expenditure, M* de Calonne imagined that it 
Harris (tbe 1st lord Malmesbury) bad been would be easier to impose new taes if tbe 
instructed to use all tbe influence of England bnancial sebemes were previously submitted 
(with tbe assistance of some money) to to some large assembly, and be therefore pre- 
, maintain the power of the Prince of Orange, vailed upon louis XYI. to sttmmon ** t&$ 
it' Malmesbury Papew, vol. li. Notables/^ who should be selected by ‘tb® 

'‘(I Alexandre de Calonno was son of King from the nobility, der0, 'tna<^straoy, 

tbe. President at Bouai; b. Jan. 20, and great municipalities, but tbeir','powers- 

1784, 4 Oet, '2^, '1802 ; m. (being 'a widower)' were to be conftned to delfjbd’aiion only# 
June . At" Bath, Madame 'd’Hamlai, a They met Eeb. 22-, 1787, U'nd mom the- 
Belginn Wy, do Netting, widow of 144 members were 7 l^riuces of tbe Blood, 
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tricate at once liimself and tLo state ; but in executing liis plan, lie 
entirely misjudged tlio capacity of the nobility and tlie liberality 
of the clergy, and the temper of both, as well as his own sitnation 
at court. The clergy concurred when he expected that they would 
have opposed, and the nobility examined what he thought them 
incapable even of comprehending ; and the Queen, who it seems 
never liked him though a creature of her own party, took a 
decided part against him. The consequence of the whole is, that 
the public in France has obtained tliree capital points,’ besides 
several of an inferior nature. 1st, There is an end to the excep- 
tions in favour of the nobility and clergy, which clisgiuced every 
attempt at an equitable system of taxation, and will produce imme- 
diately above fifty millions additional revenue. 2nd, Provincial 
administrations" are immediately to take place upon the most 
equitable plan possible, originally proposed by Mr. Turgot,^ which 
if sulfered to take root, must very shortly alter the whole nature 
of the Fronclx Government. 3rdly, Their accounts are to be made 
up annually and pullisJied. Besides this, the Ai*chbishop of Tou- 
louse^ is declared minister, with greater powers than the King has 
hitherto given. I knew a little of him when I was at Paris, and 
if he does not strangely alter, which mon sometimes do upon 
getting into power, ho will not want either for force of charactor 
or good intention : I mean by the last, principles which tend to 
promote peace abroad, and civil and commercial liberty at home* 
But I am taking up too much of your time, who have another 
world of your own to govern. W© have not heard so much of your 


9 Dues and Pairs, 8 Mar^chanx, 8 Cnnseil- ^ Anne Robert Jacques Turgot, Baron do 
lers (I’Etai, and 11 Prelates, The statement FAulne, dehcendod from an old famille do 

"M. do Oalonne submitted to them was less robe; b. May 10, 1727, d. March 20, 1781 j 

unfavourable than Lord I^ansdowne's calcula- unmarried. After filling various 

tion, as be reckoned the annual deficit only among them that of Ministre de la Marin© 

at 1 15,000,000 livres (4,60O,00OL) and the for a short time, he was made Controlleur- 

siims anticipated at 175,000,000(7,000,0004). Gt^eral des l^’inances, Aug. 1774. He 
lie proposed to abolish the exclusive privi- a mere theorist, and one of his sclianea for 

leges of the nobility and clergy, and to aug* regulating the price of corn, and ' its tethotal 

meat the stamp duties. The opposition to from one province to anotb^r, oecasioued 

his plan was, however, too powerful, and in serious nots in May, 1776, and 'was s prinoi- 

May, 1787, he was replaced by the Arch* pal cause of his dismissal iia following year, 

bishop of Toulouse. He left Prance almost ® Etienne Charles, Lom'Shie- d© Brienne, 
immediately, and did not return till a few sprung from au illustrious tolly, .afrerward® 

weeks befox'e his death. ' Archbishop 'of 'to s Ctoinal ; b. d7l7, 

1 Of these three antitupated bonehte the d. |7^4 Sens, the day* 'after he 

first only was realised, and that in spite of to been’fwesM’for f re 'second toe-' bord 
the Parliament of Paris, who refused to re* however justified 

gister the edict, which was accordingly done b:f bit previous 'cohd to totally disap- 

in a Litde Justice, Aug. 1787. feat m' ' short official career,, 
violent was tlie feeling against it among all "Ito Ilafi''l'f87,' to Aug. 1788, the Arch- 
tlw privileged claww, including > the Mtop,'tolato singular presumption, igno- 

truer, that it wa»' rtoodid 'M fol* !' ^to^Oi'to;VacIllhtioa. 'He got the nicknam© 
lowing- ' ' '' ' , ' ol' Ctoto ,de4Hpomimo (Lomenie). ■ 
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LordsMp as we shall probably in the sncceeding sessions. It gave 
me very particular satisfaction, as a friend and sincere well-wisher 
to your administration, to see your resumption of privileges so 
unaccountably granted to the French subjects^ within Calcutta; 
persuaded as I am that you are too wise to be led into the other 
extreme, so as to ajffect that general liberty of commerce which was 
expressly stipulated and acknowledged at the peace, and, if it was 
not, is so indispensable to allay the jealousies which prevail over 
Europe of our power in India 

I am particularly obliged to your Lordship for the gracious 
assurances you have given Fombelle of yoiir protection. I am 
persuaded that you will find him always honourable, diligent, and 
well disposed ; as to his abilities, you are much better able to judge 
of them than I am. 

Lady Lansdowne,^ who has been playing upon the harpsichord 
wMle I have been writing, stops to desire that you will accept her 
best compliments ; and I hope I need not trouble you with many 
professions, to assure you of the pleasure I have in whatever con- 
tributes to your consideration. j 

Lansdowne. 

Right Hon. Heney Dunuas to Eael Cobnwallis. 

WimWecloii, July 22, 1787. [Received Feb. 19, 1788.]-- Appendix, No. 18. 


Lieut.-Colonel Cathcart to Eaex. Cornwallis. 

[Received Feb. 19, 1788.] 

Mv BEAR LoBB, London, July 27, 1787. 

I did myself the honour of writing to you from St. Helonaf 
on my passage to Europe. 

Many events have taken place since that period, but not the 
one which I had most at heart — ^the settlement of a treaty with 
Frftuce relative to India, taking for its basis the Mauritius Con- 
vention.^ 

There are differences of opinion upon this comjfiicated subject, 
and it remains to b© seen whether our Government can induce the 
French Ministry to accede to an interpretation of tlio treaty of 
Versailles, in terms more favourable to us than those provisionally 
, agreed upon at Mauritius. 

. -Oweatioa with France, signed at ® The Government did nci 

to already been mentor nel Cathcarfs views. See letter rwri, Mr. 

, ® to vileof ierd Lfuisdowne, Bundas, Aug. 3, 1787, and from .Seernt dpm- 

of Ownry; b..Mny 6, mifctee, Nov. 8, L787. 



1788. 


INDIA. 


331 


I liave liad occasion, tlioiigh not officially, to penise yom Lord- 
sliip’s despatches upon this subject, and have previously expressed 
my mind to Mr. Dundas relative to the French affairs, after being 
possessed of his opinions and those transmitted by your Lordship. 

It has in fact been the uniform policy of our Governineuts, at 
home and abroad, to aim at the depression of the French influence 
in India : the differences of opinion have been as to the mode of 
that 'depression ; and it will not be surprising to your Lordship, that 
my impression is, that the views and mode of management of the 
Bengal Government with regard to the French, at the period when 
I undertook to negotiate with the French Governor-General under 
their instructions, were calculated to make the most of the situation 
in which Great Britain is placed by the treaty of Versailles. My 
connexion with these affairs draws now, I am not sorry to perceive, 
to a conclusion. 

Having been honoured with your Lordship’s countenance in the 
military line from my first coming into the army, I looked forward 
with pleasme to the prospect of serving on the Staff in India 
under your command. 

The embassy to Pekin ^ on which it is proposed to depute mo, 
draws me from that line, but it continues mo under your instiruc- 
tions; and it will be my endeavour, by acting zealously up to 
them, to merit a continuance of your support. 

Mr. Dundas informs me that he had by this despatch detailed 
his views relative to the Ohines© embassy, and that he has men- 
tioned my change of appointment to your Lordship. . . . 

I have, &c., 

Ohables Oathoaet. 

Right Hon, Henev Dunuas to Eael Coenwautis. 

[Private.] Received Fob. 19, 1788. 

My dear Lord, WimWsdon, July 29, 1787'. 

. . . In your letter of the 24th August you express a 
wish that an allowance was made to Mr. Shore for his expenses, as 
his salary did not commence till December, I think the suggestion 
most reasonable, but as it has not come to the Court of Directors 
in any shape from yourself, I cannot offieiaHy order it, hut I have 
mentioned it to the chairmen,* and 1 should hope they will prevail 
with their brethren to do it. If they shpuld not, recommend it in 

, Colonel CatlicarPs death put an end Eord Macartney was sent there in 

tO' tlio intended embassy to Pekin, and 

for viwious reasons the plan was dropped ® Tlic Court voted a sum of 1000^. 
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tlie jSrst public clespatclies you send home, and I shall take care it 
is done. 

In your letter of the 17th September, you mention the scrape 
we had got into in the proffered force to the Marattas. I do not 
know whether to express my disapprobation of it most in the 
original idea of it, or in the execution of the idea. But it is need- 
less to enlarge on that subject, as you have since had occasion to 
learn how our ideas coincided on that business, and how much we 
approYO of the manner we are extricated from it. . . . 

I attend to what you say about the German troops, but you 
know that is a delicate subject. My ideas as to the other European 
force are detailed in a letter I wrote to you a few days ago. Since 
I wrote that letter, I have received yours of the 18th February last, 
in which you have conceived doubts as to the army being King’s 
troops^ and that you mean to send me your reasons. You may 
believe I shall examine any ideas you transmit to me with a very 
partial attention ; at the same time I confess the plan I have 
suggested is a favourite child, and do not be surprised if I am loth 
to give it up; but I shall not urge to carry it further than the 
three regiments I have mentioned in my letter, till 1 hear further 
from you. I am the more sanguine in thinking you will he dis- 
posed to adopt my ideas on the subject, by observing that you 
mention two conditions as requisite to attend any other plan : one 
is, that the Company shall bo furnished with better powers of 
recruiting; the other is, that they all, I mean the Company’s 
officers, rank with the King’s troops according to seniority of com*- 
mission. As to the first of these conditions, I do not believe we 
could ever get the better of the grumbling of the army upon that 
idea, if it was proposed ; and as to the second, I do not believe 
His Majesty would ever be brought to yield up the notion of his 
commission having a pre-eminence over one flowing from a com- 
mercial body of his own subjects. I think my plan obviates all 
the difficulties. Besides, my dear Lord, you will be so good as to 
recollect that the Charter of the East India Company is within a 
few years of expiring, and in whosever hands the Government of 
this country may then bo, I do not believe the Executive Govern- 
ment in India will be left on the footing it now is, and in all our 
arrangements we must have a view to that consideration. 

Stables^ is arrived, I introduced Mm at Court, where joiit eha- 
^ him secured him a very 'gracious reception, Mr, Pitt and 

same reason, have shown Min every mark of attention, 

II, '1787, Liord CariwallM sayg, »os}iiome 

pcnfeeilf ' , . ' ' , " 
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I have resolved to present none of those who return troiii India^ at 
Courts unless they are recommended to me by you. 

I am exceedingly pleased with your exertions to destroy the 
frauds of the Board of Trade. Any alteration you suggest in the 
mode of paying them, will instantly be attended to by the Court of 
Directors ; but you will recollect that it is a business in wliich we 
do not control them ; but they are very much disposed to show 
every mark of attention to your suggestions, for you are a great 
favourite with them. 

By your letter of the 18th February, I learn youri deas with 
regard to the country of Oude, and I am mnch pleased with the 
prospect you hold out, with regard to the future arrangement of 
that unfortunate and depressed country. I am much flattered by 
what you say of your opinion, that the country ought to be defended 
by US', for it has always been my opinion it should be so, as much 
as the countries of Arcot or Tanjore ; but after the recent arrange- 
ment made by Mr. Hastings, I did not feel bold enough to bring 
forward a new system upon my own judgment ; but go as far as 
you please on that pAiciple, and you are sure of the support of my 
opinion. . . . 

Out of delicacy to Lord Sydney, the alteration in the con- 
stitution of the India Board was not made as intended, last winter, 
but certainly will in the course of next. Lord Sydney never 
attends, nor reads or signs a paper ; hut still I do not think he 
likes to see the business so exclusively in my hands a|^the head 
of the Board. Mr.JPitt is a real active member of the Board, and 
makes hiinself thoroughly master of the business. Remember me 
kindly to Boss, and Believe me, &c., 

Heney Ddndas. 

Right Hon. William Pitt to Eael Cobnwallis. 

[Secret.] Iteoeired Fel?. 19, 1788, 

My beau Loud, , Bowmng street, Aug. 2, 1787. 

I think it material as speedily as possible, to apprize your 
Lordship confidentially of some circu|p.stances which have lately 
arisen, in consequence of the state of affairs in the United Pro- 
vinces, which may possibly, though I think not probably, lead to 
serious consequences. 

The measures which have been long pursuing at the instigation 
of France, to abridge the most important rights of the Btadtholdtu, 
if not to deprive him altogether of his office, and to <diange in 
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many essential parts tlie constitution of the Eepublic, have gra- 
dually excited a spirit of resistance in the majority of the pro- 
vinces ; and the situation grew so critical towards the beginning of 
this summer, that it seemed probable that the contest would be 
decided by the sword. 

It was impossible for the Ministers of this country to be in- 
different to the event, as tlie success of the French party could 
hardly fail to render the Eejiublic so dej)endent on France, as to 
give that Court the absolute disposal of its forces and resources. 
From the maritime strength which it might at least be made 
capable of exerting (when acting under the direction of France, 
who would naturally turn everything to that object), from its local 
position, and particularly from that of its dependencies in India, 
I need not point out to your Lordsliip how much this country 
would have to apprehend from such an event, in any war in wliich 
we may be hereafter engaged. 

The prospect was the more alarming, as France gave open 
encouragement to her friends in Holland ; and there was even an 
appearance that if they were too weak to carry the point them- 
selves, she would support them by force. At the same time, the 
extreme disorder of the French finances (which the proceedings of 
the Notables had disclosed to the world), and the unsettled state of 
their Government since the death of Monsieur do Vorgennes, made 
it very improbable that they would hazard a step whicli might 
tend to commit them with other Powers. In this situation, tlio 
King’s Minister^ at the Hague (who had been long endeavouring to 
efface the impressions of resentment towards Fingland, and to revive 
the old system and disposition), was instructed to hold such a 
language, as without pledging this country, might at least mark 
the interest we took in what was passing, and show a disposition 
to interpose if our protection should be called for, to counteract 
any open attempt from Franco ; and if the exertions of the well- 
disposed party in the Eepublic, as well as the condu(*,t of other 
Powers in Europe, should afford a prospect of our doing it with offec‘4. 
The French Court grew uneasy at those symptoms, and through 
'the Duke of Dorset® and Mr. Eden, began a communication on the 
state of affairs in Holland, in consequence of which a good deal of 
explanation h^ passed, but which has not yot brought things to 
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any decided point They have expressed a strong wish that the 
disputes in the Eepnblic should be amicably settled; iiave dis- 
claimed any idea of aiming to destroy the power of the Stadt- 
holder, though their general language seems still to point to a 
diminution of his power and influence, and they have declared a 
readiness to act in a mediation jointly with this countiy, if it is 
desired by the States-Grenerah But it has not yet been ascertained 
whether the two Courts can agree upon such principles, as make it 
probable that such a joint mediation should answer any good 
purpose. In the mean time they conceived, or affected to conceive, 
a jealousy of what they called a naval armament here, which how- 
ever was in fact only preparing a small detachment of our guard- 
ships to exercise in the Channel, without any addition to our peace 
establishment ; a measure which has been often taken in time of 
profound peace, though it certainly was foreseen that it might excite 
attention in the present moment. 

They in consequence, gave order's for some preparations in their 
ports, and they have talked of drawing together a corps of troops 
at Givet, near the frontiers of the Eepnblic. Mutual explanations 
have taken place, anti strong professions of pacific and friendly 
sontimenls; but in the midst of these a serious degree of jealousy 
has been excited, and their assurances respecting their preparations 
have upon the whole been so vague> that we have just now found 
it necessary to press for a full eclairoissement ; and if that is hot 
satisfactory, we shall he under the necessity of immediately making 
every exertion to put ourselves in a state of action. The idea of 
inviting a joint mediation, and perhaps including in it the Emperor 
and the King of Prus>sia, has been suggested; and in part proceeded 
upon in Holland ; but both parties seem in a great degree waiting 
the effect of the explanation between this country and France. The 
King of Prussia, who began his reign by showing a strong disposi- 
tion to support the interests of his sister and the House of Orange^ 
but who soon after abandoned th^m, and seemed to have given 
himself up to the direction of France, has apparently resumed Ms 
first sentiments, in consequence of an affront lately put on the 
Princess of Orange, who was detained by a -military force (under 
the orders of the Province of Holland) as she was on her way to 
the Hague, and after some confinement obliged to return to Ni- 
meguem He has demanded r^aration, and to enforce Ms demand 
hag ordered a strong body of troops to march. By the language of 
his ministers, there seems room' to hope that be will not content 
;,l|imgejf with reparation Only; for,- this personal insult, but will 
endeavour to maintain the ju^t rights of the Stadtholdcr, and 
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with them the constitution and independence of the Eepublic. 
From his former conduct however, this cannot yet be wholly de- 
pended upon. The Emperor’s attention seems chiefly taken up by 
the state of the Netherlands, which his attempts to new-model the 
Government have brought to the verge of an insurrection. There is 
reason however to think, that he is rather favourably disposed to 
the Prince of Orange ; possibly too, that he has some suspicion of 
Erance fomenting the disorders in his own dominions, and therefore 
feels the more the interest which he naturally has in the fate of the 
United Provinces. Your Lordship will see by what I have written 
how much everytliing is at this moment in suspense ; but from the 
instructions which have been sent to Paris and to the Hague, as 
well as to Berlin and Vienna, much of our uncertainty must bo 
cleared up in a very short time. Our great object is to prevent 
Franco from taking steps to carry her point in Holland by force. 
In doing this we wish to avoid as much as possible the risk of a 
rupture ; and if there is a fair opening to terminate the disputes in 
the Eepublic safely and honourably by a joint mediation, w(^ shall 
eagerly embrace it. I am much inclined to believe this will bo tho 
issue, as I am persuaded that France is neither inclined to extre- 
mities, nor prepared for them ; and if the Emperor and the King of 
Prussia respectively take the lino which may be expected, there 
can hardly be a doubt of everything ending quietly and success- 
fully. It is, however, always possible that things may take a con- 
trary turn, and I have troiibled you with this long detail, that you 
may see, as accurately as I can state it, the nature of our situation, 
and may be prepared for any contingcaicy. The sentiment of 
security and confidonco which I have long felt from tlui intcreBts 
of tins country in India being under your Lordship’s direction, is a 
source of peculiar satisfaction at this moment. I trust tho eflects 
of your administration have already boon such, that wo have 
nothing to fear for those possessions in tho event of a wa,r. Bombay 
is tho only point for which there has appeared cause to bo anxious, 
and measures have been taken, whhih Mr. Bunclas has I know 
explained to you, and on which you will also lioar from tljc Secre- 
tary at Wai*, which L Ixopo will bo (slTectual and in time. As to 
the rest, it is onougli to put you in .possoHsioxi of tlu^ fm^ts I have 
stated. The further measuroB of procautioix^, or tlxo means of 
acting, if necessary, against the French posHossions in India, will 
Oectir to your Lordship much bettor tlian they (^an to any one else. 

' point to which 1 wisM^ more parti<mlarly to <*all your 

, that if things nnfoiiimately should come to extremities, 

in a contoaf in which France will probably 
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for a time haye the support of the province of Holland, and perhaps 
tliat of Grroningen and Oveiyssel ; while we shall have on our side 
the remaining provinces, making the majority of the States- 
GreneraL In this situation, the first struggle will actually be for 
the foreign dependencies of the Republic ; and if at the outset of a 
war we could get possession of the Cape and Trincomale, it would 
go further than anything else to decide the fate of the contest. 
We should certainly be justified in taking possession of these posts 
on behalf of the majority of the States, and to secure them against 
Prance. It is therefore much to be wished that on the first news 
of hostilities you should find the means of striking a blow at Trin- 
comale. If anything can be tried against the Cape, it must of 
course be from hence. I need hardly add, that all possible care 
shall be taken to give your Lordship the earliest intelligence of the 
turn affairs may take. I shall not take up your time by dwelling 
on other subjects, as Mr. Duudas I know, writes fully on every 
point, and his letters convey my sentiments as well as his own. 

I will only add, that tho measures which we have taken for 
relieving you from the difficulties in points of finance, will certainly 
(in case of such events as this letter points to) bring a great burden 
upon us at home, while tho resources which ought to support it 
must be necessarily in a great degree directed to carry on the 
operations of a war. But even in this ease, I shall only feel more 
convinced of the necessity of the measure, and the public must at 
all events make such exertions as may then be necessary, to enable 
the Company to fulfil its engagements. 

Tho vigour which I persuade myself will bo given to yoxir opora« 
tions in India, will more than repay whatever it may cost us. 

Believe me to be, &c., 

W. Pitt, ' 


Right Hon. Henev Dunuas to Eabl Coenwallis. 

[Private.] Eeceired Fel). 19, 1788. 

Mt DEAB LoED, Aug. 8, 1787. 

Whether Sir John Maepherson means to return to Calcutta 
or to come hoi3e, is as much a mystery here as it is with you. 
His friends give out that he does not come home ; but others say 
that he will be Redded by the circumstance of whether he is 
pressed to return by the Government at home ; and that he will 
remain at the Cape till he receives letters iirom this. I am rather of 
this last opinion, from the warm solicitations I have received from Ms 
connexions in this country, to write to him expressing great hope that 
von. I. , ‘ ' M 
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Government is not to be deprived of his assistance, and expressing 
great approbation of his past condnct. The request is so odd a one, 
it must mean more than it states, and therefore I have refused 
to comply with it. I have always given approbation to his conduct 
when he deserves it, and you recollect that in order to take off any 
appearance of dissatisfaction with his conduct, the baronetage was 
bestowed on him, when you was appointed Governor-General ; but 
the fact is, Sir John and his friends seem so determined to hold up 
his merits and pretensions beyond all bounds, I find it necessary to 
be silent on the subject; I need not have said so much, for I 
send you enclosed the correspondence^ I have lately had on the 
subject. Yours, &c., 

Heney Dundas. 


Ekiiit Hon. Heney Dundas to Eael Coenwallis. 


[Secret.] Received Feb. 10, 1788. 

Mv BEAR LoBB, London, Aug. 3, 1787. 

1 trust our negociation with France on the subject of India 
is near a close. The next despatches wiU explain to you distinctly 
how it is concluded. We thought it best to give a mature and 
final consideration to the subject, and to resolve on our ultimatum ; 
and accordingly the enclosed project of a treaty, in explanation of 
the 13th Article of the Treaty of Peace, is to be offered to the 
French Ministers for their signature ; if they agree, it will bo sent 
out to you in form,® to be the guide of your conduct with them. 

, It is out determination, if the French will not agree to the Treaty 
now offered, to take no further notice of them, but to turn the 
Treaty into the form of Instructions to you, that you may declare 
void the Convention at the Mauritius, and act upon the Instructions 
then to be given you, as the rule of conduct in transacting with 
the agents of France in India. And if they choose to complain, 
we wfil avow the act and whole line of conduct, and stand to the 


1 The correspondence is very voluminous, was illegal^ and they considered Sir John 
e.nd not worth printing. Sir J. MAcpberson*8 had shown the gi'eatest naoderatian in not 

friends endeavoured to show, that the ap- publishing tins fact, and maintaining his 

pointraent of Lord Cornwallis as Governor- rights. But they intimated that a large 

General was illegal, inasmuch as by the 13th pecuniary compensation might indue© him to 

Geo. IIL Sir John, being appointed Go- waive bis claims. Mr. Diindas, in his own 

v«ndW-General, ,bad a right to hold the oRlce name and tlmt of Mr. Pitt, totally repu- 

I, for^ ate years, and was irremoveable except diated these demands, and dedared they 
^ pifdof of misconduct. They said he had no foundation in law or justice. 

: 'legal opinions in Bengal, sup- ® The treaty was, sign, ®d by Mr.,Bden and 
’ ah home, to that the Comte de'Montmoiin, Aug. 3l, nearly In 

' terma, proposed. The paper# on this 

aubj^et are very long, and not Interesting. 
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consequences. This is all that is necessary to trouble you with at 
present ; the next despatch will be conclusiye on this subject. 

Hr. Pitt proposes to yTite to you this day upon the general 
state of this country with regard to its European neighbours. If 
they do not end as they ought^ the effects of them will very soon 
find their way to the territories under your administration. 

I remain, &c., 

Heney Dtjndab. 

Right Hox. William Pitt to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Secret.] Received Feb. 19, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Downing Street, Aug. 28, 1787. 

I send by this conveyance, a duplicate of a letter addressed 
to you by the ^ Eanger ’ packet. Since that time no decisive turn 
has been given to the situation of affairs. The idea of a media- 
tion in the United Provinces, though proposed some time ago by 
Holland, and approved by the four Provinces in the opposite 
interest, has not yet been determined upon. It is delayed by Gro- 
ningen and Ovcryssel, and perhaps now secretly discouraged by 
Prance, who finds the present moment unfavourable to any settle- 
ment consistent with her views, and wishes "probably to gain time. 
The most explicit assurances have been given us by France in 
answer to our inquiries respecting naval preparations ; and we have 
not hitherto found it necessary to go further than the equipment 
mentioned in my former letter. The camp at Givet has not yet 
taken place, but it probably may in a very short time, in con- 
sequence of the assemblage of Prussian troops at Wesel, which 
France has in vain endeavoured to prevail upon the King of 
Prussia to countermand, and which will probably have taken effect 
by the first week in September* Holland still persists in not 
giving the King of Prussia the reparation ^ which he requires, and 
he will most likely employ his army to enforce it. In the mean 
time the internal violence in the Eepulilic increases, and makes it 
difficult to judge what is likely to be the issue. Possibly till the 
personal reparation to the King of Prussia is adjusted, no effectual 
step can be taken towards the general settlement of the disputes. 
But as he is now fully disposed to co-^operate in effecting such a 

1 For tbe arrest of bis sister, tbe Princess they eacoimtered was at Amsterdam, wbioh 
of Orange, at Scbonboven. He sent an was teiy soon obliged to submit. Tijo Prince 
army of 30,000 men, under tbe Dube of of Orange was restored to all bis rights, and 
Brunswick, into the United Provinces, whi<di indeed to more power than he had previously 
ovewpa the whole country in a few days, ei:yoyed. Bm Lord Malmesbury’s Corre- 
with "scarcely any lobs. The only opposition spondence. 

z 2 
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settlement on terms perfectly conformable to onr wishes, and as the 
increasing embarrassment in France (from the state of her finances, 
and the resistance of tlie Parliament to the proposed taxes) renders 
her open interference more and more difficult, there seems reason 
on the whole to hope for a favourable termination of the business. 
Every degi'ee of precaution on our part is however still necessary. 
The orders from the Secretary at War for sending a regiment 
to Bombay, which I alluded to in my former letter, are sent by 
this conveyance. We are extremely anxious for their speedy 
executiom I am, &c., 

W. Pitt. 

Eaul Coenwallis to thje Court of Dieectoes. 
HONOtlEABLE SlES, Calcutta, March 3, 1788. 

. . . You will receive with a letter on the subject from 

tlie Board, tbe draft of an Act of Parliament for giving this 
Government more extensive imwers to enforce good order in the 
police^ of this city. As the credit of your Government and the 
interests of humanity and justice call loudly for the measure, I am 
persuaded that you will be inclined to give it your utmost support 
and assistance, and it will no doubt give you satisfaction to know, 
that the principles of those propositions liave been examined and 
discussed with great deliberation at several meetings of the 
Members of Government and Judges of tlie Supremo Court of 
Judicature, and that in the adjustment of every point, there was 
the most perfect unanimity. j 

Coenwallis. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Court of Dirkctors. 

Calcuttti, March S, 1788. — Appoudk, No. 19, 

Eabl Cornwallis to tiik Eight Hon. William Pitt. 

[Frivfite.] 

DiAU SiE, Calcutta, March 0, 1788, 

The conchiot of administration in regard to tlio affairs of 
Holland, must be applauded by every man who has any regard 
for the honour and prosperity of Britain. 

, : Jt gave me great satisfaction to see, that instead of goiag to 

-^ith represii^tations and ooihplaints, you hogan by speaking 

(awrjffdg out the refund* in fit polios systom, v^ich Lord 
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a manly language to the Dutch, and forced the French Court to 
commence the negotiation upon that subject by making advances 
to you. 

The absolute ascendancy in Holland is so important an object 
to France, and it is so necessary for our interest to prevent her 
obtaiuing it, that I conceive nothing but her poverty and intestine 
divisions can possibly prevent a war. 

I see however with great pleasure, that the political state of 
Europe is much changed in our favour, since I had a commission in 
the diplomatic line in 1785, and I think that upon the whole you 
will be of opinion, that things in tliis country bear as favourable an 
appearance as could reasonably be expected. The nortliern powers 
ot Hindostan, reduced to the most wretched and contemptible state 
by their continual dissensions, fear us and court our protection. 
The Poonah Marattas invite us to an offensive and defensive 
alliance, and I liave reason to believe tliat by paying for them, I 
could obtain a body of cavalry from tbe Hajah of Berar. Tbe 
reports of Tippoo’s intended invaHion, have put Sir A. Campbell in 
a state of greaf preparation in the Carnatic, and by sending a 
'rogimoiit, and above all by appoijiting General Medows to the 
Government, you have not only removed our apprehensions but 
have made us respectable at Bombay. In case of a war I think it 
totally unnecessary to point out to you how we should be assisted, 
because I feel perfectly confident you will endeavour to proportion 
your support, to the European force that is likely to be employed 
against us. I 

COENWALLIS. 

It has been already mentioned, that among other subjects 
which had been discussed between Lord Cornwallis and the Go- 
Yerument before he loft England, was the position of tlie King's 
and Company’s European troops. One long paper was transmitted 
to ]um from Sir George Yonge in April, 1786*, treating the con- 
solidation of the two armies, as a matter almost determined upon, 
xmless unforeseen difficulties should aiise, but leaving the settle- 
ment of details to Lord Cornwallis. The King’s %oops in India 
consisted at that time, of one regiment of cavalryv 407 — and five 
regiments of infantry, 5500 strong (on paper), the whole of whJcb 
could not furnish more than 5000 effectives. The Company’s 
Emropean troops were nominally 6000 — and how inefficient they 
were, may be gathered from several of Lord Cornwallis’s despatches. 
The whole force, European and Native, was estimated at about 
70,000, exclusive of the Native troops of the Bombay Presidency. 
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In July 1787, Sir George Yonge wrote again at mnch greater 
lengtli, enclosing two papers. One was a copy of his own report to 
the King both on the augmentation of the establishment of King’s 
troops to 15,000, and on the consolidation of all the European 
troops into one service. The other contained His Majesty’s final 
decision approving of the plan, and directing it to be considered in 
Cabinet. The measure was however never carried into execution. 
When the four new King’s regiments were sent to India, the 
Company’s officers, both from sepoy and European corps, were 
allowed to enter them as pai*t of the original establishment, but 
very few availed themselves of this permission. 

During his homeward passage in 1793, Lord Cornwallis wrote a 
long paper, embodying the opinions which after eight years’ expe- 
rience, ho had formed on tins subject. The substance of this paper 
will be found in its proper place. 

Memorandum by Me. Dundas. 

The inconveniences of the military force in India being upon 
separate establishments are obvious, and need not be detailed. 

Assuming therefore that the whole of it sliould be consolidated 
into one body, and in the hands of Ilis Majesty, it is to be con- 
sidered in what manner this object can be best accomplished. 

Against any plan to effectuate this, considei’able difficulties 
must be expected to occur. 

First. The general clamour of a danger to arise from a great 
additional patronage being given to the Crown. 

Secondly. The exertions of the Directors of the East India 
Company, to preserve to themselves the exercise of a 
patronage beneficial to themselves and their connexions. 

Lastly. The injustice which from thence will accrue to the 
officers of the troops belonging to the East India Com- 
pany, by having a now establishment instituted in their 
room ; and it will with considerable force be contended, 
that there are many valuable officers among thorn, who, 
with great gallantry and exertions, during two successive 
wars, have maintained the defence of the British posses- 
sions in India, and ought not therefore to be sacrificed 
to any new system of policy, however plausible in 'its 
' statement 

these objections i$ to be obyiated, by admittfc^'the 
conolnsion* It is trtie there ■ wBi 'M'lfidre 
;&'■ the distribution ,of the King^ 'but' 'if those 
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Indian possessions are at all to be retained, it can only be by a 
large European force, to be recruited from the subjects of this 
country, to be regulated in its operations by the Government of the 
country, and to act in concert with the general strength of the 
empire. Under these circumstances, it is a solecism to suppose it 
can be with propriety placed anywhere but in the hands of the first 
executive magistrate of the state. And as to danger attending the 
additional patronage, it wiE not appear very formidable, when it is 
recollected that the scene of its operation is at the distance of India, 
and in a climate, where scarce any rewards can compensate the 
risks to be run, and the services to be performed. 

The second may, and no doubt will, be acted upon as a secret 
motive of conduct in the minds of the Directors of the East India 
Company, but it cannot be avowed as a gi’ound of public opposi- 
tion. And it rests on pretensions so unfounded, so unpopular, and 
so corrupt, there can be no difficulty in counteracting any effects it 
may produce. 

The third objection would be irresistible if the foundation of it 
could not be removed. It occurs cleariy to me that it can, by 
means iindoubtedly within His Majesty's own power, and which if 
applied, will not only very speedily accomplish the ultimate object 
in view, but do it in^a manner highly grateful to the officers of the 
Indian army ; and iJesides the attainment of the ultimate object, 
they will, in their execution, be attended with other collateral 
advantages, both of popularity and public utility; 

Viewing the state of India, as well in relation to its own 
internal defence, as with a view of acting from it by military 
operations against our enemies in cases of disturbances in Europe, 
I am convinced that an addition of at least four . or five thousand 
Europeans to the present establishment in India is highly expe- 
dient, and indeed necessary to create a feeling of perfect security. 
I am ready to detail my reasons : for the present I assume the 
proposition. 

If it be true that the milita3:y force of India should be in the 
hands of the Crown, it would be preposterous to make immediate 
further additions to the European strength of the army, without 
keeping that proposition in view and acting upon it. 

' AS; the commencement of it, I take the liberty of suggesting 
that the officers of the two old regiments now in India should be 
immediately recalled, and new corps of officers appointed by His 
Majesty to command- those regiments, to be called the 74th and 
75th regiments4 

' These officers to be-nelected partly from the half-pay list of the 
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King’s army, and partly from the supernumerary officers in the 
service of the East India Company. 

If this measure is adopted, the advantages resulting from it are 
in my opinion undoubted. In the first place it will lay the imme- 
diate foundation for the consolidation of the two armies into one. 

Secondly. It will immediately call into service some of the most 
meritorious officers of both establishments. 

Thii-dly. It will ease the half-pay list at home, and sooner 
relieve the revenues of India from the burthens which retard their 
progress into the Exchequer of England, where they all ought 
ultimately to find their way. 

And lastly. It will remove the only real objection to the 
attainment of the important object, which this paper is meant 
to bring under consideration; for it will gratify, in place of 
injuring the feelings of the Indian officers. It will promote in 
place of hurting their interest. To obtain rank in the King’s 
army is the great object of their ambition. They feel themselvcB, 
not only when on service, but when they return to this country, in 
a state of degradation from the want of it. Being conferred imme- 
diately and liberally on some of their most meritorious officers, the 
value of that rank will become more enhanced, and the conse- 
quence of the arrangement suggested, will undoubtedly be to create 
a universal desire in the Company’s Europoan officers to obtain the 
same pre-eminence. The adffition which ought to be made to the 
stren^h of the European army, will give His Majesty an immediate 
opportunity of gratifying great numbers, by the appointment of 
officers in the same manner I have suggested with regard to the 
two old regiments now in India ; the tratisition is then easy, to 
adopt the ^vhole European army in India as the army of the King, 
and if the Directors of the East India Company should entertain 
a disposition to resist it, the unpopularity of the rosistanco in their 
own army would deter them from the attempt. 


Eabl Cobnwalus ro rm Bioht Hoif. Bin Ojkoegb Yonge, Baet., M.F. 

[Privato.] 

Dear Sib, Calwita, March 7, 1788, 

I liad fclie pleasure of roceiviug your private letter of the 
July, and your secret and confidential despatch by the 
f!Ss#sger’ packet ' ■ - 

I, '-Sfew expressed my doubts to Mr. Dundas of the 8»cwof 
the 'Consolidated corps. If the Company had"onIy. a 
ebuntry, nothing’ could be nm& onsy. But 
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we have in Bengal only, near four hundred officers serving with 
the native troops ; these are, in general, the best and most deserving 
officers of the army, they are acquainted with the language, 
manners, and religious customs of the sepoys, their emoluments 
are greater than those of the officers of the European corps, and it 
is the reward of the best captains and subalterns to be appointed to 
sepoy regiments. 

It is hardly probable that a captain, who actually has the 
command of a sepoy battalion, or who is likely soon to be promoted 
to it, will choose to become one of the youngest captains in a 
consolidated regiment ; and indeed I shotdd thin]?: it would be as 
difficult to persuade a Lieutenant-Colonel or an old Major who has 
served in and is well seasoned to the climate, and who may expect 
in five or six years more to be a Colonel with an income of between 
seven and eight thousand pounds a year, to remove to the bottom 
of the long list of Lieutenant-Colonels in the King’s service, where, 
without interest or connexions, he could not expect to get a regi- 
ment in twenty years. 

I have promised Mr. Bundas to give every possible encourage- 
ment to the trial, but at the same time I recommended that some 
of the King’s regiments should be sent to India, if it should bo 
no(jessary to increase our European force, before you can hear from 
us how the plan is likely to succeed, j 

ComsrwAi/iiis. 

Eael Coenwallis to C. W, MaiiEt, Esq. 

SlE, Calcutta, Marcli 10, 1788- 

I have received your letter dated 3rd Eebraary containing 
an account of your late conferences and communications with the 
Poonah administration, and I was much pleased with the distinct* 
ness and prudence with which you stated the principles, upon which 
we were desirous to invite them to a friendly connexion between 
the two Governments- 

In the situation in wMch political affairs then stood, and even 
now, in as far as we have received regular information, you will 
have little to add in explanation of the principal points which have 
already been so frequently discussed between you and the Maratta 
ministers, after you have communicated the substance of my in- 
structions on the subject of their sending a vakeel to England, and 
on the mode of opening a negotiation for the exchange of the 
Island of Salsette, in case the latter point shall again bo agitated 
by them. 
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I am however in hourly expectation of receiving authentic 

accounts of some late occuiTences in Europe, wliicli may very 
possibly lead to bostilities with France ; for I find that the French 
are already informed that the Prussian troops under the Duke of 
Brunswick have entered Holland, and that warlike preparations 
were making both in England and France. 

I look upon a rupture with Tippoo as a certain and immediate 
consequence of a war with France, and in that event a vigorous 
co-operation of the Marattas would certainly bo of the utmost im- 
portance to our interests in this country. 

I am sensible however, from the caution and coldness with 
wHoh they have treated all the qualifications that we have offered, 
in declining to accede to their specific propositions, that it will 
require great delicacy of management to obtain that co-operation 
upon terms either creditable or admissible by this Government, 
and in particular that in applying for it the greatest care should 
be taken not to betray the smallest symptom of apprehension for 
the ultimate event of the expected war. 

Our declarations of political principles have been so perfectly 
uniform, that there will be no occasion for any alteration in your 
public language. 

Whilst England is at peace in Europe, and whilst the powers 
of this country abstain from offering injury to us or to our allies, 
this Government is not at liberty to take any step which might lead 
to hostilities with any of our neighbours. But a war with Franco, 
or a rupture with Tippoo, will put it in our power to contract such 
alliances as may appear most conducive to our intercHts. 

Although all objections may be in that manncj^ removed against 
forming a close connexion with the Marattas, yet in the event of 
a war with Tippoo, either as principal or as an ally to the French, 
there may be several points of difficult discussion, in arranging 
the terms of the alliance for our mutual assistance. You will 
therefore, in notifying to the Minister any certain accounts tibat 
^ you may receive of Tippoo’s entering into hostilities against us 
eitlmr as an ally to the French or as principal, confine yourself 
in the first instance to the simple proposition that the Marattas 
should co-operate with us in the war, by availing themselves of that 
oppoitonity to recover the countries that they, have lost between 
'the Kistnah and Tumbuddra ; and to induce the Minister to .take 
^ ‘^ly and decided part, you may declare that we will to 

both from the Carnatic, and on the,Mala|inr''OM«si 
'' epnlhrue tho' until tibtoy sh^ obtain posais^on/ofdhose 
. for them as they sbaH'dadm satis- 
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factory ; provided tliat ttey will also agree on tlieir part not to 
make peace with Tippoo without the consent and concurrence of 
this Government. But on the other hand, you will also give him 
to understand, that if, without stepping forward in a proper time 
as friends with effectual assistance, liiey leave us to ward off the 
dangers of the war with our own forces only, they may probably be 
disap^inted if they shall then expect so advantageous stipulations 
for the Maratta state. 

The above would probably be the most convenient principle of 
connexion between the two Governments, for the mutual diversions 
would be extremely advantageous to both parties, and arrangements 
for a junction of forces or partition of conquests would be attended 
with much intricacy, and might give rise to many disputes. 

It is however of so much real importance to our interests to 
obtain the co-operation of the Marattas in the event of a war with 
Tippoo, that if they are not satisfied with the above proposition, and 
insist as a condition for acting, that their army destined to attack 
Tippoo’s northern, dominions shall be joined by a corps of our 
infantry and a train of artillery, we will not only consent to that 
stipulation, but even agree to defray the expense of our own troops, 
rather than break off the negotiation, which has been already stated 
to you in a former instruction. 

But though this latitude is granted to you to prevent the 
delay at critical times which might be occasioned by references 
from you to this Government, I have that confidence in your pru- 
dence and discretion, as to b© entirely persuaded that you will 
make no further use of your powers than shall be indispensably 
necessary to accomplish the object of this instruction. 

I have desired Major Palmer to state to you in the most par- 
ticular manner, the substance of everything that passes between 
Mm and Scindia, and indeed it will be highly requisite that your 
mutual communications should be frequent and full to each other, 
that there may bo no difference in your public language, and both 
Scindia and Nana may clearly perceive that the principles of both 
your instructions arc exactly the same. 

Prom Scindia’s expression' of Ms anxious desire to be the 
instrument for forming a closer 'aHiance^ between ’this Government 
and the Maratta state-, I did ' not iBiiih: it -prudent- to reject ^th© 
chance of that assistttce, /which'; M^’influeho^^ Nana might 
afford to your ffpon'th^^ replied to his 

proposals in generp taifi^>;without ahthorhang Mm to undertake 
any 'Apeeifio' negotiation* This I 'Shalh leave -entirely with you, 
edmmuni-oating- to'M^otTalhier for Ms guidance my co.rrespond- 
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ence with you, aiiA availing myself of Scindia’s disposition and 
influonco as auxiliary only to your negotiations. If Scindia should, 
as he once threw out, prosecute his intention of going to Pooiiah, 
in that case Mcajor Palmer will most probably accompany liim, and 
you will then be able to consult with him the means wliich his con- 
nexions with Scindia may offer to him, fur carrying into execution 
the intentions of this Government j ^ 

OOEN WALLIS. 


Loim Bydhey to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received May, 1788.] 

My bear Lord, Frognall, Nov. 4, 1787. 

We flatter ourselves that you will be pleased with the 
arrangement of the four East India regiments, from the principle 
upon which they are composed, as well as from the number of 
experienced officers of your own acquaintance who will command 
and come out with tliem. I trust that the corps in general of the 
European officers, will see with pleasure the prospect which opens 
to them for getting upon a more desirable footing. 

Our Parliament, which w^as to have met on the 15th, is pro- 
rognod to the 27t]i. We flatter ourselves that we shall meet with 
a pretty general approbation of the measures of the summer. The 
transactions in irolland^ are by no means uninteresting to your 
part of the world : and the event of them is likely to bo of service 
to you. The country in general approves of what has been done ; 
and you know that, from the political opinions in which you and 
I have been bred, I must rejoice to sec sucdi an unanimity in favour 
of measures which tend to put this country uj)on its proper footing 
in Europe. 

It gives me great pain indeed to write upon so melancholy a 
subject as that of the unfortunate death of our friend the Duke of 
Butland, which was owing to Irish hospitality, violent exiweise, and 
mismanagement of himself during his illness. Ilis loss is a public 
one, for ho was much beloved and respected in iredand, and his 
firm and judicious government has improved the state of that 
country The Marquis of Buckingham succeeds him. He has hfft 
the I Duchess of Kutland/ the Duke of Beaufort/ Lord Mansfield, 

Mr. Pitt, guardians to his children and executors ofHs wilh > , 

' ‘ of tk SWUioldtF^ party. b* Oot. IG, 1 744, cL Ofi, 11, UM iA*. Mptl 

of Rutland, b, Aug. il, ^,4766, EHsabotb, d»iL',of Adwtel tk Ifoo. 

' ^ ♦ ' ' , ' ' ' ■ Edwftrd Bosttveorw® of llogji, ,|4' VlscouBt 
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Lord Townsliend is made a Marquis, and is exceedingly pleased 
with his promotion. Poor Lord Leicester,^ who has been anxious 
to the greatest degree that his father should get this promotion 
before any other person, is now as miserable as possible that he has 
chosen his own name for his new title. He has fretted himself ill 
with his vexation. His reasonings, to one who is not versed in Dug- 
dale and other great authors on heraldry, are totally unintelligible. 

I am truly sorry to read those passages of your letter which 
relate to Sloper, but as he is returned, there is no occasion to 
enter on the subject. There is no chance of a pension being given 
to his Secretary. At least I Imow of no one who would undertake 
that job, or would be likely to succeed in it. That given to Sir 
George Staunton ^ was owing to the high favour in which his prin- 
cipal stood at that time, and was a most flagrant job indeed. The 
Directors are not pleased with tlie four regiments,^ though they 
did not know how to prevent the raising thorn, without giving offence 
to their own officers. I have prevailed upon them to suffer their 
recruits in future to be reviewed by an officer of the King’s. All 
my family desire to be kindly remembered to you. 

Yours, most affectionately, 

Stoniy. 


The Dcjke of Dorset to Earl Cornwallis. 

* [Rfceiyed May, 1788.] 

My DEAE LoED, Paris, Nov. 10, 1787. 

I cannot omit this opportunity of congratulating you on the 
present prospect of tranquillity which seems to be re-established in 
Europe. The French have swallowed the pill very handsomely, and 
from their present internal distress and embarrassment, I do not 
tHnk they will for some time have leisure to form any projects to 
interrupt us in any part of our possessions. They have certainly for 
a long time looked with a jealous eye towards India, but I trust, 
now that Holland is out of their clutches, their views in that 

^ George Eaxlof Leicester, so created v.p. d. Jto. 14, 1801 ; m. July 22, 1771, Jane, 
May 18, 1784, eldest son of Geoi^e, Ist dau. of Benjamin Collins, Bsq., of Melford, 
Marqnis Townshend, to whose title he Stic- His princi^l ** was Lord Macartney, whose, 
ceeded. Sept 14, 1807 ; h. April 18, 1755, Secretary he had heep dawng his Governor- 
d. July 27, 1811 j m. Dec. 27, 1777, Char- ship at Madras, md with whom he afterwards 
lotte, dau. and coheir of Eton Mainwaring, Went to China in 1782. His pension was 
Esq*, of Risby Park. Captain of the G^tle- 500L a-y@ar. 

men PaiHioners Yrom Dec. 1783 to Feb. 1790, ® The Court of Directors assented, Oct. 1 7 , 

Master of the Mint to March, 1790, and FoSt- to tMs additiOh of four regiments, but, Nov. 
m^ter-General from July, 1794, to Feb. '21, began to complain of the plan. ^ Their 
‘ 1709» ■ oppotiUon, howcTer, as will be seen in sub- 

* Sir George Leonard Staunton, Bart., so sequent despatches, was unavailing, 
created Oct. 21. 1785; b. April 19,1737, ' 
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respect will be giyeii up, and that we shall under your auspices 
long preserye our superiority. The augmentation of European 
troops which you have required will alarm them, and I imagine 
they will immediately increase thems in proportion. You will know 
all the news from England from different quarters. Mr. Pitt has 
gained himself the greatest credit and honour in the late negotia- 
tions between our respective Courts, and one may say that Old 
Ungland begins to rear up her head again. In short nothing can 
equal the distress of France at present : it is thought the Parlia- 
ment ^ will resist every loan proposed by Government, and the 
nation will not be at rest till the Etats Gen6raux are assembled? 
There seems no disposition on the part of Europe to meddle with 
tlie Turkish war, though the French arc trying to ch*aw oft* the 
Emperor from sending further succours to the Empress of Russia. 
The politics of Franco have always been to support the Turks, as 
their commerce with the Ottoman Empire is an object of no less 
than sixty millions of livros Tournois. j 

Domm\ 

I trust you will not he sorry to hear that His Majesty intends 
to bestow on me one of the vacant Garters. 


Fkom the Secret Committee to the Governor-General anl Council at 

Fort William. 


[Secret.] Received May, 1788, 


Mt EoBD, East India liens©, Nov* 3, 1787* 

. . . THs letter accompanies a coiivoiition wliicli lias 
been agreed upon between His Majesty and tbo Most Oirislian 
King, for tlio purpose of explaining and carrying into execution tlie 
IJth Article of tbo Treaty of Peace, concluded at Versailles unon 
tbe 3rd of September, 1783. 

Upon a perusal of it, you will perceive that it lias greatly 
cartailed the discussion of tbo jioiuts agitated by the negooiating 
p^i^ at the Isle of Franco, and totally omits some articles, upon 
wlnob however, it is necessary that you should bo furnished with 
Cuj* sentiments as the guide of your conduct. 


1',^ Paritoait did wfusa »8s«nttoth« » Fwutoe falW In her aftoim#. w 

with t 

'‘if to » 6 Wm<w Koyal., Turkish w#r till 1789. iWe was eouflijil^d 








m aUei" tlw Ei»tt«ror 

Irtla-AVoU * 
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In tile fir^t place we think it necessary, as well on account of 
the precedent, as on account of seyeral of the stipulations recog- 
nized in the proyisional conyention, altogether to disavow the 
authority of it as a national treaty. In so far as you have acted 
in conformity to the agreements contained in it, we do not desire to 
invalidate the particular acts done by you, but we cannot acquiesce 
in it as an instrument to be resorted to as evidence of any right, 
on occasion of any future discussions ; and we direct, that if dis- 
putes shall at any time hereafter occur, in which any of the 
permanent rights of Great Britain are implicated, the final arrange- 
ment of them must be left to the Government at home ; and no 
regulations upon such points shall be settled by our representatives 
in India, beyond what may be necessary for the purpose of tem- 
porary accommodation. The treaty now concluded, and herewith 
transmitted, is to be held as the final explanation of the 13 th 
Article of the Treaty of Versailles, and is to be acted upon as the 
only existing instrument for that purpose. 

We shall now proceed to give our directions as to points upon 
which the treaty is altogether silent, or only agrees upon a general 
principle of conduct without detailing the execution of it. 

Under this description we particularly allude to the collection 
of the duties, generally known by the denomination of G'ovemmmt 
Customs, and the exercise of jurisdiction by the French nation 
either within or without the limits of their own factories. 

With regard to the first of those points, we have-not agreed to 
make it the subject of the present treaty, because we hold our right 
to collect those duties to be indisputable, and we hold ourselves 
at liberty to exact them, either now or at any future period, if 
either sound policy or the exigency of our affairs shall suggest to 
us the propriety of having recourse to those Customs as a source of 
revenue. But upon a full consideration of the subject, we have 
come to a resolution, and hereby direct you to desist from levying 
the Government Customs. We axe sensible that by adopting this 
resolution as a general measure, we depart from an advantage we 
might have secured to the commerce of our own subjects, whether 
native or European, by relieving it from this burthen, and retaining 
it as a burthen upon the trade of other nations; but we shall 
consider this sacrifice as comparatively an incousiderable one, if 
it facilitates, as it must do, the general intercourse of commerce, 
and proves to other nations the sincerity of our desire to afford to 
them the enjoyment of trade in our , Indian possessions upon the 
most extensive and liberal footing. Having come to this resolution 
of abolishing the Government Customs, it becomes unnecessaiy to 
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treat upon any of those various articles respecting tlio security 
and collection of those duties, which were the subject of so miicJi 
negociation at Mauritius. If, at any future period, wo shall think 
proper to recur to the exaction of those duties, the system of 
regulations proposed by your own Government in 1784, from 
which many of the articles of the Provisional Tro^tf do not 
materially differ, may be resorted to, and appear effectual for tlieir 
object. 

It only remains to be noticed, that the order for not exacting 
the payment of Government Customs extends to those at Madras 
as well as Bengal ; but that neither at the one place nor the other, 
do wo mean to impede the landlioldcr, or others in onr territories, 
in the exaction of any local duties payable to them; but our 
orders must bo construed to refc^r only to those duties actually 
levied by oiH’selvcs. 

Upon perusal of the treaty, you will perceive the French are 
secured in the settlement of Ohandernagoro and the five subordinate 
factories of Dacca, Patna, Cossimbusar, Ballasore, and that esta- 
blished in lieu of Jugdon ; and when wo, on any occasion, twMit 
of the rights of factories as belonging to the French nation, wo 
must be understood as referring to those national factorioB, and 
not to tliose houses of commerce or residencies of agents, which the 
interests of the French commerce may require to be placed in 
different parts of our provinces. And you will fmthcr observe by 
a perasal of the treaty, that wo have bo(‘omo bound to seeur (3 io 
the subjects of France an exact and impartial administration of 
justice in all matters concerning their persons or properties, or the 
carrying on of their trade, in the same manner and as effectually 
as to the aubjecte of His Majesty. 

In virtue of those provisions it is become our duty by treaty, 
as much as it hath ever been our incHimtion, to give a fair and 
unequivocal execution to this principle ; and it is our positive order 
that you do act in such a manner, as that the subjects of Ikanco 
shall receive the^samo protection to their commerce and the same 
impartial distribution of justice for the execution of their con- 
tracts, that any British subject possesses in prosecution of similar 
interests. 

In so far as conceros the exercise of jurisdiction wiriiin the 
limits of the French factories, the question is not attended with 
'mj^ difiSciffty, for we Ixave no objection to their exercising either' 
.4^l;br criminal jurisdiction over the persons, native or'Ehirofetn, 
thmr, factories, ''and on' account 'hf triwiaetidns 
orignatfeg their 'fectoriea If we‘ miitafo not, this is a 
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concession of more than what was allowed to European factories 
by the ancient usage of the country Government. For although 
they allowed them to settle differences arising between their own 
European subjects, the authority of the Nizamut always interposed 
to protect their own natives, though resident within a European 
factory, against the outrages of Europeans ; but we see no danger 
in the admission of the principle to the extent we have con- 
ceded, — ^for if the natives of India choose to adopt the protec- 
tion of the French, by becoming permanent residents within their 
factories, we do not conceive it to be incompatible with any 
principle of Government, that they should to all intehts and 
purposes, be placed upon the same footing as Europeans (the 
subjects of France) resident within those factories. You will 
observe that in the principle just admitted, we must be accurately 
understood to refer only to permanent and not to occasional 
residence of natives, and to mean literally, transactions originating 
within the limits of the factory ; for if any of the residents within 
a French factory shall be engaged in transactions without those 
limits, upon wliich there arises any exercise of either civil or 
criminal jurisdiction, they must be considered with regard to these, 
in the same predicament as British subjects resident within our 
provinces, and be amenable to the established judicature of the 
country, agreeable to the directions we are now to give. 

No notice is to be taken in the present treaty of the right of 
visiting ships in Bengal. We hold this right to be so indisputable, 
that the exercise of it cannot be made the subject of a treaty. 
The order above stated for the abolition of the Government 
Customs, will of course render the occasions much less frequent, 
and it is our intention that it should in no case be made use of, 
but where there appeal’s reasonable ground to suspect improper 
practices, and that all possible care should be taken to prevent its 
being ever abused to the purposes of vexation. 

We have, &o. 

Thu Goveekoe-Ounbral nr 'Council to the Oouet of Bieectors. 

HONOtJRABLE SiBS, Fort William, June 5, 1788. 

. , . The remonstrances made by a committee of the 
creditors of his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, have occasioned 
a reference to us from the President in Council at Fort Si George, 
with an application to consult His Majesty’s judges upon some 
doubts which had arisen, regarding the payments to be made to 
the creditors. 

VOL. I. 2 a 
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Tlie treaty concluded with the Nabob in June, 1787, gave rise 
to these doubts, as by that, the contribution of Ms Highness for the 
military peace establishment for the defence of the Carnatic, had 
been increased from four to nine lacs of pagodas per annum, under 
the stipulation expressed in the agreement of 1785, that if any 
deficiency should take place in the sums payable by the Nabob, 
it should be deducted from the creditors’ proportion, and not from 
the Company’s. The creditors, conceiving their rights and pro- 
perty affected, remonstrated with great intemperance, and claimed 
the full payment of the proportion of the twelve lacs of pagodas 
stipulated in their favour, wliether the Company were paid or not ; 
and supported them pretensions principally upon the grounds of 
your orders, and upon the agreement of 1785, which they deemed 
binding and conclusive. 

From the presidency of Fort St. George you will learn the 
particulars, which will also he hereafter communicated to you by 
us. We shall only therefore at this time, explain to you our 
resolution. 

Before we acceded to the application to solicit the opinions of 
His Majesty’s Judges, we deemed it our duty to consider the 
questions proposed to be referred to them, ourselves ; and having 
formed our opinions upon the whole, free from any doubt, we 
determined against any application to the Judges, on the principle 
that there could be no obligation upon us to solicit advice, where 
Vi^o ourselves entertained no doubts. 

With respect to the question agitated, our determination is 
expressed in the following summary of the reasoning adopted. 

That the Act of Parliament, when it directed the establishment 
of a fund for the discharge of the demands of the creditors, made 
it subservient to the rights of the Company; that the rights of 
the Company are primarily and necessarily the safety and pro- 
tection of their territories ; that the Court of Directors, although 
they connected the stipulation for the creditors with the arrange- 
ment prescrihed for the defence of the Carnatic, consider the latter 
as the primary obligation, to which in cases of necessity all others 
must give way ; that the agreement and treaty concluded with the 
Nabob, must be deemed one instrument only, of wHch the former 
is the commencement and the latter the conclusion ; that the treaty 
entered into, is conformable to the prescriptions of the Act and to 
'the> of the Court of Director's, and that it has^ been 

and equitable .principles, whether considered *relaijyely 
to parties^ or^ .with^ regwd to the .'revenues' of the 

Nabdh;;::' tod'hpon, thebe' ^grounds we 'deemed ohrselyes 'anthorizecl 
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to reject tlie exclusive claims advanced by the creditors, and 
refused to resign what by law, equity, and propriety we considered 
to be the rights of the Company, — or in other words, to sacrifice the 
funds granted for the protection of the State, to the accommodation 
of the creditors. 

We liave however reason to conclude, that the funds of the 
Nabob are sufficient to satisfy all demands upon him; that his 
interests have been consulted in the arrangement of 1787, is 
evident. The whole defence of the Oarnatio now falls upon 
the Company, and the Nabob’s proportion of the general con- 
tribution, amounts to nine lacs of pagodas only, instead of eighteen 
lacs, the annual amount of his military expenses before the last 
war. 

As the conduct of the committee of creditors appeared to us 
highly iiitemperato, and disrespectful to the Government under 
which they served, calculated to destroy the subordination of the 
Borvico, throw a contempt upon the Government, and embarrass 
its operations, we have not hesitated to express our thorough 
disapprobation of their conduct, and to recommend to the presi- 
deucy of Fort St. Gi^orgo, to remove from their stations those 
servants who had joined in the measures which we thought so cen- 
surable, submitting their conduct to your particular notice. 

We have, &c. 

Minute of Eaeu Cokxwallts. 

Fort William, June 16, 1788, 

The Governor-General in Council having taken into his 
most serious consideration the communications which have been 
received from Sir Arch. Campbell, Ilydrabad, and the coast of 
Idalabar, now records liis sentiments upon them, as preparatory to 
the final resolutions to be passed on the subject of the Guntoor 
Circars, and to the instructions necessary to be sent to Captain 
Kennaway,^ 

The material difference in the political situation of affairs 
between the present period and the last year, wfien the claim, of 
the surrender of Guntoor was under discussion, has been alrea% 
adverted to. The pacification established in Europe between the 
Courts of England and Versailles, has removed the principal ground 
of apprehension formerly entertained, on account of the intrigues of 

^ Captain, Sir Jolm K^imaway, M.F. H 0 was afterwards Aide-de-camp 

Bart., w created Feb. 25, 1791 ; 1>, March 6, to Lord Cornwallis, and was one of his most 
i75S, d. J«r. 1, 1836; m. IFeb. 18, 1797, conMenM agente. 

Charlotte, dau. and coheir of James Amyatt, 

2 A 2 
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the French with Tippoo and the Nizam, and of their interference 
with a view to promote or assist hostilities. 

Our knowledge of the views and situation of the different 
Powers of Hindostan is also more perfect and satisfactory, and the 
intermediate time which has elapsed, has afforded us an opportu- 
nity of improving our friendly intercourse with the Maratta State, 
and of putting our forces and preparations on the coast of Coromandel 
on the most respectable footing. The principle which connects the 
interests of the Company at their different Presidencies is now 
better established, and it must be apparent to the different States 
of Hindostan, that the whole are regulated by one rule of unanimity 
and co-operation. In addition to W'^hich, the Board have certain 
expectation of the ariival of very large reinforcements from Europe 
in the course of six weeks or two months. 

With respect to Tippoo, the Board have no reason to conclude 
that he is either better prepared, or more inclined to hostilities now, 
than he was at the close of the last year. Every movement of a 
formidable power, naturally creates alarm in those whose situation 
exposes them to danger from it. And it is upon tliis principle alone, 
that the appi'ehensions suggested in the correspondence now under 
consideration, particularly by the Eajah of Travancore, must be 
accounted for. In tracing the various intelligence progressively 
from the earliest to the latest dates, the alarms at first entertained 
and then augmented, appear to have gradually subsided. If the 
intelligence of Zim-ul-Aldien,^ communicated through Mr. Malet, 
can be depended upon, it admits of one general conclusion, favour- 
able to the views of the Board at present, — that the discontent pre- 
vailing among the principal officers of Tippoo’s army is general and 
deeply rooted ; and this conclusion seems warranted and confirmed 
by other intelligence of a more general nature. 

The Nizam is certainly iU-prepared for war, and by disposition 
adverse to it ; and though he might possibly have been induced at 
a former period, from the active zeal of French negociators and the 
encouragement of Tippoo, to try the chance of it rather than part 
with the Guntoor in perpetuity, the present circumstances render 
such an idea very improbable. The establishment of peace in 
Europe must have convinced him that no assistance can be now 
derived from the Fi^ench, and the expectations which they probably 
led Mm to entertain, can no longer have any weight with him. 

Aldien, or mon properly, Zmih Bhah Ahai in 1782. Mirza SHiaC#- ‘ lOiara 
Jmportant jnfoiinatioii to was lywnJered'by Afrasiab ICIian';ln 1788, 
the;',, Ue,! brother- of ■ 3Cim who-' was in his, turil 'i*Jhrdei*eid' '^ext yew hy 

Shtiffee ,]Eha'|W;ote qf the most powerlal of . 

the Moguf'eWwjWhh was Mihister , '- 
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The accounts of his connexion witli ''Fippoo, appear to rest upon 
a yery uncertain foundation, and whatever advaiices he may have 
made, have more probably been suggested by the fears of that 
prince, than by any desii'e of establishing a close alliance with him. 
The interposition of the French between these two princes and an 
assurance of their active support, might have produced a connexion 
hostile to the Englisli interests ; but without some such encouraging 
motive, it is more natural to conclude that the Nizam will not 
hazard the loss of the friendship and support of his old allies the 
Marattas, which we have every reason to believe would be the 
infallible consequence of his forming an alliance with Tippoo* 

These reflections are siiggestcd to the Board, by the information 
lately laid before them, of the negotiations carried on by the Nizam 
and d^ppoo, and which, if just, can have no weight in altering or 
rescinding tlieir late resolutions. 

The state of the Nizam Government, as far as we can collect 
from the intelligence transmitted, appears to be disordered, and his 
late demand upon the Jaigheerdan to have created much discontent. 

The recovery of tho Gtintoor, can in reason afford no pretenc(i 
for the interference of Tippoo. If prepared for a war and de- 
termined upon it, he will never want a pretext nor will he wait for 
it liis conduct towards the Marattas since his pacification with 
them, has afforded them great disgust and discontent, and it is a 
very improbable supposition, that under such circumstances,' and 
deprived of all expectations of assistance from the French, he will 
bo induced, from a consideration of the Nizam’s co-operation alone, 
to attack our territories at a time when they are so well defended 
Ha must naturally conclude that the Marattas would seize the 
opportunity afforded them by Ins being involved in a contest with 
us, to revenge the insults which he has offered to them since the 
last war. Neither are the military preparations of Tippoo, as far 
as we can judge, in a state of forwardness for an enterprise of this 
magnitude. 

The arguments urged against the assertion of our claim to the 
Guntoor Oircar are founded upon possibilities alone, which must 
exist at all periods. To admit these arguments in^objection to the 
execution of the measure under the existing favourable circum- 
stances, would be to renounce our rights for ever. 

The Court of Directors have decided upon the recovery, of the 
Guntoor ; and the Board, being convinced that no period can occur 
in which this claim can be asserted with less risk to the intorcsis of 
the Company than at present, do not deem themsedves authorized 
to suspend that determination. It is only incumbent upon them 
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in the execution of the measure, to act with caution and mode- 
ration. 

Eesolved, therefore, that the following additional instructions 
he communicated to Captain Kennaway to the completion of the 
object of his negotiation. 

Earl Cornwallis’ ultimate Instructions to Captain John Kennaway, 

DEPUTED TO HyDRABAD. 

Fort William, June 16, 1788 . — See Appendix, No. 20. 


Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

Sir, Calcutta, June 18* 1788. 

I hare received your letters dated 26th April, 5th and 
12th May. 

Whatever grounds there may he to doubt the veracity of some 
parts of the information conveyed to you by Zim-al-Ahadieng, of 
which a copy was enclosed in your first letter, it must be admitted 
that his own account of his transactions bears considerable marks 
of indnstry and ingenuity. But I approve entirely of your answer 
to him, and you will please to repeat that he is to contract no 
engagements in onr name, nor to enter into intrigues with auy of 
the chiefs under Tippoo's authority ; and at the same time ex- 
plicitly state to him, that useful observations on the forces and 
government and the characters of the principal people belonging 
to Tippoo, with as much authentic information as possible of Lis 
designs and of the movements of his troops, are at present the only 
services that will be expected from him. 

I have said in former letters, that, provided he gives you un- 
e(][uivocal proofs of his msl and attachment, I have no objection, 
not only to your affording him a moderate pecuniary assistance at 
present, but even to your giving him an assurance of the friendly 
disposition and protection of this Government. . . . 

From the assurances that I have received from Major Palmer, 
of Scindia's haying uniformly comprehended with great correct- 
ness the nature of our present policy and the general tendency 
of our propositions to the Marattas, and from the late vague mes- 
sage transmitted to you from the Minister upon the pretext of the 
aiiriyal’' of a vakeel from the ;hriz5am, I am perfectly persuaded that 
;teS;; designedly^ misrepresented Seindia’s comhauhi<^4'dhS fo 
himi'Ojf the .substance of his conferences with Major P^iner, with a 
vievr;t0'dfecot^t,'-in his discussions with you, whether, you possessed 
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power to contract engagements more conformable to his wishes 
than those which yon had proposed. 

This style of conduct proceeds evidently from the natural pro- 
pensity to duplicity in the Brahmin administration which yon have 
so often described ; but, instead of following their example, it will 
be most becoming on onr part, witliont any appearance of anger or 
resoiitmont for what has passed, to continue to act with our usual 
openness and candour. 

It is howeyer of importance for our reputation as well as satis- 
faction, that your explanations, assisted by Scindia’s and his 
vakeehs statements of the nature of his conferences with Major 
l\xlmer, should remove every pretext from the Minister, to express 
a doubt of the consistency of the princi])les upon which we have 
negotiated with the different Maratta chiefs, or of the sincerity of 
our general professions of friendship for the Maratta State. But as 
I begin to apprehend that by continuing to press him for a return 
to those voluntary offers of assistancG wdiicli wo formcu'ly made, we 
may create in minds so prone to distr*nst, suspicions either that wo 
ar<^. (conscious of some internal weakness, or that our European 
differences are not completely settled, 1 should at present be con- 
tent with the above acknowledgment. 

You will therefore take an early opportunity to hold a con- 
ibrouco of this tendency with Nana, and whilst you will bo at pains 
to conduct it with the utmost good humour and complacency, you 
may say that you observe from the general tenour of my letters, 
that, as our conditional offer of assistance proceeded from air nn- 
aftected friendly concern in this Grovernmont for the welfare of the 
Marattas, I certainly did entertain hopes that they would not have 
been backward in giving proofs of a similar cordiality ; but that 
having experienced so many scruples and delays on their part, I am. 
imwilMng to importune them with further solicitations, and that you 
are therefore instructed to do everything in your power to cultivate 
the harmony and general good understanding which subsists between 
tlio two Grovernments, but, instead of repeating applications that 
liavc hitherto proved so fruitless, to wait with patience until from 
their own feelings and the suggestions of their good sense, they shall 
see the liberality and propriety of acceding to our propositions. 

You will no doubt be aware that without great caution in the 
choice of your expressions, it may be difficult to convoy the above 
B(aitiments to Nana, without creati^ig a suspicion in his loind eith(a' 
u! our friendship Ixaving cooled, or of our political system and views 
being totally changed. 

ifou are therefore at liberty to withhold the declaration of our 
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intention, if you have reason to apprehend the above consequences 
from, it, but at the same time you are to desist from pressing the 
Minister with further solicitations, and leave it entirely with him- 
self to revive the negotiation if he thinks proper. 

You may, however, take some favom-able occasion to remind 
him, that although it is the general system of this Government to 
live in peace, if possible, with all our neighbours in India, no pains 
will be spared to preserve our armies and finances in constant 
readiness to resent injuries or provocations that may be wantonly 
offered by our enemies, or to give every protection or assistance 
that can be reasonably expected by our friends. 

Upon the footing on which the present Instruction will place 
you ^vith the Poonah administration, it w’^ould not be expedient to 
cultivate a close connexion or to act in concert witli Scindia’s 
vakeel, except in giving the necessary explanations of the con- 
formity of Major Palmer’s propositions with those that you made 
about the same time to Nana. But you will take every oppor- 
tunity to express great attention to the vakeel, and a warm con- 
cern for the interests and prosperity of his master. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1788.] 

My dear Lord, - No. 17 , Sackvillc Street, Dec. 20, 1787. 

I am afraid you will have but too much reason to accuse 
me of being a bad correspondent, but having been for these last 
three months in the country, I have had little or no news to com- 
municate to you since our arrival here in the month of August. 
As I do not know into what hands this letter may possibly fall, in 
the long journey it has to make, I cannot venture to give you so 
full an account of mr ^ proceedings in this part of the world as 1 
could wish to do, though I, am afraid there are certain parts of out 
conduct which would by no means meet with your approbation. 

We are totally guided by and thoroughly initiated into all 

the extravagances and debaucheries of this most virtuom metropolis. 
Our visits to Windsor are less frequent, and I am afraid will at last 
be totaily given up. I flatter myself still, however, with the hopes 
^ the first burst is passed, some little reflection wiE Come 
tp dm and we shall perceive -before it u too fot^that'we 

. * Tte Prmce' of Wak». Rlanlc in o'rig. 
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are losing ourselves in the eyes of the world, and throwing away 
the finest game that ever man had presented to him. If the 
Dutch afiairs had not been terminated so gloriously for this country, 
and a war had taken place, His Royal Highness would most likely 
have employed his talent and constitution to more noble purposes. 
He has asked the King’s leave to make a campaign with the Rus- 
sian army, in case the war should go on with the Turks. I under- 
stand however, that the King has given him a flat refusal, alleging 
that he could gain but little knowledge in his profession from the 
manoeuvres and discipline of a Russian army, from the method they 
are obliged to adopt in fi.ghtmg the Turks ; and that it might pos- 
sibly be thought, from his situation in this country, that England 
took a pretty strong part in favour of the side on which Ms Royal 
Highness fought. The Duke liowevei’, proposes to return to the ' 
charge, but I believe without any great prospect of success. No- 
thing can exceed the unanimity which prevails at present in this 
countiy, and the approbation which all parties seem to give to the 
measures which Ministry have pursued in putting an end to the 
Dutch business; the great good luck which attended the Duko of 
Brunswick ^ inliis military operations against tlie city of Amsterdam, 
would surprise you if you was to see the difficulties which he had 
to encounter, and which nothing but their bad conduct and the 
confusion which reigned amongst them, of which the Duko took 
immediate advantage, could possibly have surmounted ; as he had 
no train of artillery with him to force the strong passes upon the 
dikes, and the several very strong fortified places, which they were 
so good as to abandon without making the smallest resistance, and 
without any reason for so doing. In short, my dear Lord, by the 
measures taken here and by our well-timed armament,® we have 
saved Holland to this country, and have extricated her out of the 
hands of France, and all this at the trifling expense of beneath 
400,0001 How glorious for our young Minister ! 

The ruinons state of the French finances, and the distraction 
which reigns amongst all classes of men in that kingdom, seems to 
insure us a much longer respite jfrom war t^n we should otherwise 
have had. ... I look with great impatience to the expiration 
of your exile, and hope to see you return in good health, and with 

A Cbwles Willtan Ferdmwd, of 1787, between England aod Prussia for the 

Bruuswkk, succeeded his father March 26, support of the StadthoWer. The fomer 
1780 ; h. Oct* 0, 1735, d. Hov. 10, 1806, of Power was hound, if required, to furnish 
wounds received at the battle of Jena, Oct. 40 men-of-war, and some prepmations wore 
i4 previous; m. Jan. 16, 1764, Princess Au- made towards carrying out that engagement, 
giiita, sister of George IIL Sm Malmesbury Correspondence, vol. iu 

** 4 weret convention was signed Oct. 2, p, 830. 
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the satisfaction of having done an essential service to your country 
and to the poor inhabitants of the Eastern world. . . . 

Belieye me, &c., 

R. G. 


Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Piivate.] Received July 19, 1788. 

My DEAE Lord, India office, March 6, 1788. 

. . , I write merely to mention to yon, that we have got 

a ffood deal of fection at the India Honse. The handle of it is the 

o ... 

foxir regiments going to India, wliich the Directors at fii-st received 
■with thankfulness, hut now decline by a small majority to receive, 
because of the injury thereby done to their officers, and the cry 
thereby created has made a considerable impression. It is without 
solid foundation, because there is every disposition on our part to do 
them justice, as it is impossible not to feel that the supercession by 
the King’s army must he very grating to them. The real fact is, 
that we have waited impatiently for your Eeport on the subject, 
because we tliink it will he favourable to the Indian officers ; and 
hacked by your authority, who are yourseK high in the King’s 
service, it would add a great strength to our opinions. They wiU 
probably give way when the Act passes ; hut in the mean time the 
Court of Directors would not give a passage to the King’s troops on 
hoard their ships, and disputed our right of paying them when in 
India. This laid us under the necessity of bringing in the Declara- 
tory BUI, of which I send you a copy as brought in, and also with 
the amendments made in the Commons. It will pass ' in a few days. 
We had a violent debate on it last night, which contiuuedtiU eight 
o’clock this morning, and we shall liave another to-morrow on the 
Deport of the Bill from the Committee. I take it for granted papers 
and letters wiU he sent out to endeavour to inflame yom- army, but 
their good sense and your antliority will disappoint any such wicked 
views. I have time to trouble you with no more, hut wfll write 
fully by the next ship. Believe me, &c., 

Hbnbv Dundas. 


BiU wftts wminiy opposed, especially 
It lioweTei: passed the 
l,4-, tlic Iporda 
Asseat hy 


0 X 1 tlxe 20th. See Mr, Dtmdas^a demteh, 
Max-oil 26, terd Lamdowne^ letter' of AprU 
5, and General Grants of April \ ' 
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H. R. H, THE PrJNCE OF WALEsi TO EarL CoRNWALLIS, 

[Received July 24, 1788.] 

My DEAE CORNWALLISj Carlton House, March 12, 1788. 

Tho’ I am sensible how mncli your time is taken up, I cannot 
help troubling yon with a few lines on a subject I haye already 
mentioned to you. Having understood that the India Direetors 
have sent a species of order to have young Treves removed from 
Ills present situation and feeling myself much interested in this 
young man’s welfare, T cannot help 1st recalling to your mind that 
I took the liberty some time ago, of recommending him particu- 
larly to your protection, and only hope that if his conduct has not 
been improper in his situation, yon would not admit of his being an 
innocent sufferer. 1 trust to your goodness in forgiving the trouble 
I am now giving you, and that if any aj)plication is necessary to the 
subject hero at home, you will be kind enough to inform mo how 
I am to make it myself, or else I must trouble you once more in 
b(3ggiug you to mahe it yourself for me and in my name. I am 
over hap]>y in any opportunity that offers itself of rijc^alling myself 
to your recollection and in assuring you how sincerely I remain 

Your sincere friend 

Gboboe P. 

Wariusn HASTiKos, EsQ., TO Eaeu Coriswalus. 

[Received July 20, 1788.] 

My LOED, London, March 26, 1788. 

I have had the honour to rocoivo a letter from your Lord- 
fcfhip by one of the ships of tlio last year. I return you many 
thanks for the attention which you have shown to my recom- 
mendations, and especially for your kindness to my old domestics, 
who, I hope, will prove themselves worthy of it % their fidelity 
and attachment. ‘ ■ 

I hear with pleasure from all quarters, and even from the 
disappointed, testimonies of the highest approbation bestowed on 
your Lordship’s administration, and sincetely hope that yon will 
meet with the due return of justice and gratitude from your 
country. My example holds out no encouragement for the exertion 
of a zeal beyond ttie hounds of preseribod duty ; but I givo your 
Lordship credit for a mind that does not require external impulses ; 
and I do yet believe that there is a spirit of national honour 
subsisting in this kingdom, which will ultimately prevail against all 
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tlie efforts of a faction, however supported by powerful combina- 
tions, respected talents, popular influence, or the baseness of 
political connivance, i do not apply this observation to my own 
case, which is submitted (and I thank God for it) to a surer test. 

I have, &c., 

Wareex Hastings. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Palmer. 

Sir, Calcutta, Aug. IS, 1788. 

* . . I approve of the orders which you have given to 
your agent at Delhi, and have at present no further instructions to 
transmit to you on the subject. 

I do not think that, under our present orders from the Court of 
Directors, and the existing Acts of Parliament, we should be 
justified by the late violent proceedings of Golaum Eadir Khan in 
interfering in the disturbances of the Upper Provinces, nor do I see 
that we are called upon to do it, either by motives of honour or 
interest, or even of humanity. 

The unfortunate Shah has been long since in fact deposed; 
without power, money, or troops, he has been a wretched pageant 
in the hands of the Prince or State which happened at the time to 
be the most powerful of his neighbours. If we should now free him 
from Golaum Kadir Khan, unless we could give him an army and a 
permanent fund for the payment of it, he would immediately again 
become the slave and perhaps the prisoner of some other tyrant. 

I have signified to the widows and children of the late Prince 
J ehaunder Shah,^ that they may remain under our protection at 
Benares during the present unhappy situation of their family. 

I am, &c., 

CoRNWAIiMS. 

Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. . 

Sib, Calcutta, Aug, 18, 1788. 

. . . The information communicated in your letter dated 
the 28th of June, could not fail of giving me the most cordial 
satisfaction. 

The voluntary offer of the Poonah administration to join in the 
^ Tippoo, upon the supposition that he had forced ns to 

a 'by committing hostilities against our ally, the Eajah of 

V';// ' IlMcstiw of Sliilx’Alem/ 
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Travancore, places tliis Government on as advantageous political 
ground with the Peshwa as I could wish or expect ; and I think 
myself bound in justice to you to declare, that I am entirely 
persuaded that the prudence and good sense with which you have 
conducted your various conferences with the ministers, must have 
greatly contributed to dispose them to go beyond the bounds of 
their usual caution, by taking a step so decidedly favourable to our 
public honour and to our substantial interests. 

You will have seen the instructions that I transmitted to the 
Government of Bombay, in consequence of the insult offered to the 
settlement of Tellicherry, by Tippoo’s tributary the Eajah of 
Clierikad I thought it proper likewise to write to Tippoo himself 
upon that occasion ; and I considered it necessary for the dignity of 
this Government, to declare to liim in explicit terms, that although 
I was sincerely desirous to live in peace and tranquillity with all 
our neighbours in this country, I was at tlie same time perfectly 
determiiKid not to suffer the smallest injury or insult from any 
power whatever to the Company’s territories or to those of their 
allies, to pass uuresented. 

That I had therefore sent orders to punish the Rajah of Che- 
rika, and that as the Rajah is one of his tributaries, I exj)ected that 
he would give his aid to chastise him for this act of temerity and 
injustice. 

I have been lately informed that the Eajah died suddenly a 
short time ago, and I do not tliink it probable that Tippoo will 
venture to support the hostile measure in which the Rajah had em- 
barked. But should ho be rash enough to force us into a war, the 
Marattas will have a fair opportunity, and they shall have every 
reasonable encouragement, to act in concert with ns against him in 
the manner that they proposed, whilst they believed that a rupture 
had become unavoidable by his attacking the possessions of the 
Rajah of Travancore. 

The instructions already in your possession, will bo sufficient for 
your guidance in all pi-eliminary arrangements, even if a breach 
with Tippoo shall actually take place* As no Earopean power could 
have a pretext to interfere in a quarrel in which he would clearly 
be the aggressor, we should have no real occasion to express much 
anxiety about the co-operation of the Marattas, and it would be still 
less necessary to submit to any inconvenient terms as the price of it* 

Such a war from the situation of our respective dominions, 
would be BO extensive and complicated, that it would require some 

1 A petty Hindoo Prince on the Malabar winch belonged to the wttkment of TcfUi- 
’Ho had endearoqred, in March, 1786, cherry j d. Jime 17SB. 
to #eixt by force the iHhmcl of Darnapatain, 
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time, and a great deal of correspondence, to arrange a distinct plan 
for caiTying it on. 

If tlie Marattas should agree immediately on the events taking 
place, to declare openly against Tippoo, I should readily enter into 
engagements not to make peace with him without communication 
with them, nor without giving their interests the most friendly 
consideration. 

In communicating tliis declaration, you will be careful not to 
afford any grounds for a construction, that we will bind ourselves 
not to make peace without the consent of the Maratta ministers, 
as that might involve us in a continuation of tlie war beyond what 
prudence or policy might warrant, and the Marattas would without 
doubt anxiously avail themselves of such a declaration, to persist in 
demanding and procuring the full restitution of all that Tippoo or 
his father may have ever taken from them. . . . 

It will he proper on every occasion to discourage all hopes in 
the Poonah Ministers, of our entering into any negotiation for the 
surrender of Salsette to the Peshwa, until they are inclined to 
begin as a preliminary, with an offer of some liberal equivalent 
for it. 

Should any opening occm* in any future transactions amongst 
the Maratta Chiefs, to enable them to make propositions in the 
name of the Eajali of Berar, for ceding upon certain conditions the 
district of Cuttack to the Company, I should be very ready to listen 
to them ; and as that district is much more valuable than Salsette, 
I should willingly pay in ready money whatever sum might, upon a 
fair investigation, be found to be a reasonable value of the difference 
between the two possessions. 

The value of Cuttack to the Company, would principally consist 
in its rendering the communication complete between Bengal and 
our dominions in the Carnatic ; and it must be admitted to be but 
a precarious tenure for. the Eajah of Berar, as in case of a serious 
quarrel arising between the two Governments, we could wrest it 
from him with the greatest facility. . . . 

I have, &c., 

OOBKWAXmiB. 

Riqet Hon. Hknry Dundas to Eabo Cornwallis. 

, ’ , ' ’ [Private.] EeeeWed j^ug. 1788. , . ^ , 

luORD, . ' Wimbledon, MarA 26, if 88. 

; : : ' 'i' to a feVr Mnes on the 6th of this month, relative 

to th^ ' D^damioiy Bill: tlaen dejjehding : since that, the Bill has 
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passed and onr Indian politics are again at rest. I can assure yon 
it was not the case for more than two months. The dispute first 
began among the Court of Directors, after the cessation of the 
apprehensions of an immediate war. While that was in depend- 
ence, they wore exceedingly happy to receive the four regiments 
that were proffered to them, and lU^ewise felt, or appeared to feel, 
extremely happy in the gift that was bestowed on their officers^ by 
the appointment of half the officers from their army. But when 
the prospect of war was over, they found out they could have 
raised an additional European force without the aid of tlio King 
or any King’s officers. But this did not gain credit to their 
opposition, both bocanse they wore unable to raise recruits for the 
supply of their army, and because their recruiting service is not so 
popular as to enable thorn to raise a cry uj)on that foundation, 
Tliey were however more successful in their next topic, which was 
tlio hardship brought on the officers of their army by so great an 
additional number of King’s troops, whereby the grifivaiice of 
supcr<H)Ssion was greatly increased. As there was real justico in 
this complaint, and it was inflamed by all the connexions of ihe 
Indian army, it was made the. subj(K‘t of discussion in (lenoral 
Courts of Proprietors, and detached from us inany of tlie very 
steady adherents of Government on other occasions. It was our 
earnest wish to have postponed any decision on the relative rank of 
the King’s and Company’s officers till the ^ Eavonsworth ’ should 
arrive, in which ship your Lordship had promised your sentiments ; 
but she is not yet arrived, and the clamour became so urgent both 
in the Court of Proprietors and in the House of Commons, and in 
the opinions of the public at largo as well as in our own feelings, 
it boctame impossible to postpone this subj<ict loiiger, Mr. Pitt and 
I took the part of tlio Company’s officers. They had mot in a 
body here, and entrusted tlieir business and common interests to a 
committee ; with them we had meetings, and, without troubling you 
with a detail of aU the particulars, we soon discovered that notiiing 
would bo satisfactory but a communication of brevet rank to the 
Company’s officers by King’s commissions, and withdrawing the 
local brevet ranks which had always been felt as the , great leading 
grievance, but, although uniformly complained of by addresses and 
remonstrances since the peace, had never been redressed, . . . 

Although this contest at first began among the Directors and 
Proprietors of India Stock, yet it was too tempting a bait not to bc^ 
snatched at by higher powers. It became a complete Opposition 
question, and brought forth all the secret foes and lukewarm 
Mends of Government The Lord Marquis of Lansdowne rode oik*. 
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of the first horses, and it would have amused you in the House of 
Lords, to have seen him sitting between Lord Stormont and Lord 
Loughborough, and they all hugging and complimenting each 
other. It proved however all in vain ; the Bill was carried with a 
high hand in both Houses of Parliament, and the Court of 
Proprietors of India Stock have had several meetings called by 
factious proprietors, but in place of gaining their end or being 
able to keep up any flame, the proprietors have three to one 
negatived all their motions, and proved to the world in the most 
unequivocal manner, that their confidence is firm and unshaken in 
the present system of Indian Government. 

I duly attended to what you write relative to the bad state of 
the recruiting service of the East India Company. I have urged 
them again and again to take the benefit of Carisbrooke Castle as 
a dep6t for their recruits, and continue during the whole year a 
regular system of recruiting, in place of doing it in the slovenly 
and disgraceful manner it is at present done, immediately previous 
to the sailing of their ships. This^erroneous system of recruiting 
has been brought so much under observation in the late discussions 
upon the military establishment of India, that I have little doubt 
of being able to bring the Directors to give it a serious considera- 
tion. If they will not be induced to do it by persuasion, I must 
have recourse to Parliament for compulsion. . . . Your native 

regiments may be kept as low as you please, because in the case of 
emergency, the privates can be easily recruited, but the case is diffe- 
rent with regard to the European part of an Indian army. It must be 
kept on its war complement, for in the case of hostilities in Europe 
(which will always lead to hostilities in India) you will probably be 
obliged to trust to the European force as now settled ; as in pro- 
portion recruits are wanted for service at home, it becomes more 
difficult to find them for service in our distant possessions. This is 
the great principle which prevailed in settling the European army 
as specified in the Declaratory Act, and I trust it is of a nature, if 
well recruited and disciplined, to keep all our rivals, European and 
native, in awe of disturbing the peace of India. . . . 

I have nothing further to trouble you with at present, but 

remain, „ ' 

^ xours, &c., 

Hekbt Dotbas. 
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Right Hon, Henry Dcjndas to Earl Cornwallis. 

• [Private,] Received Aug. 25, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, March 51, 1788, 

. , . I take it for granted onr despatches in August last 

giving an aceoniit of the state of European politics and the siibse- 
qnent appearances of war, have kef)t you a good deal in a slate of 
anxiety. The termination of those apprehensions by the trans- 
actions in Holland, has of coui’se raised greatly tlie credit of this 
country in Europe. I flatter myself the effect of them will operate 
greatly on the face of our affairs in the East. A connexion between 
Holland and us in India, and the dissolution of the Frencli con- 
nexion with that ropubl ic, are most important events with a view to the ' 
strength and permanency of our ])ossessions and power in liiiulostan. 
llio final alliance hotwocn tln^ Dutch and us is not yot c()nclnd(‘d, 
but I 1io])0 it will soon; and a European alliance bi^twecni us and 
the Dutxdi, will inobaldy soon bo folhjwed by an Indian alliance for 
our mutual steuriiy there. The great anxiety of Holland is the 
security of iiimr spim^ trade, and tln^ restoration of Niigapatiiam, 
ueitluir of which arc objocls to us; but on the other hand, wo felt 
tho want of Triucomale iti the course of last war so matorially to 
afib<d; our intcjrosts in India, it must be our principal, and indeed 
our only object in an alliance with the Butch respecting India, to 
secure ourselves against tho danger of our ever being deprived of 
the use of tho harbour of Trincomale, in tho event of a future war. 
I''hat point secured, and a moderation and economy frep from cor- 
niption adhered to with regard to our Indian Empire, I am must 
sanguine in looking forward to the state of India a few years hence. 

BeHovo me, &c., 

Henry Dundas* 

Right Hon. Henry Bundas to Kaei. CoRNWALtis. 

[Private.] Received Avg* 25, 1788, 

My bear Lord, WimWoclon, April 5, 1788. 

Sir John Maepherson had taken lua passage on board the 
‘ Airly Castle/ and came hero a few days ago to ask my commands 
for India. Ho imagined, without any just cause however, that 
there had been a coldness on my part to Mm. He came to an 
explanation on this head, in wMch I was of necessity induced to 
explain to him, that ho could not look to succeed to your situation 
in any given case that could he supposed. TMs led to further 
VOL. I. '2 IS 
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explanation;, in tlie course of wMcli I gave him an opening to state 
to me his i^eal feelings as to returning again to India. In truth, 
my Lord, I did not wish him to return, for it never appeared to 
me possible that after the situation he had held, he could sit 
cordially to a Board, to co-operate in systems many of which might 
be different from his own. I stated these ideas to Mr. Pitt in many 
conversations ; he entirely concurred with me in thinking, that if 
it was necessary to give him a handsome allowance at home to 
prevent the untoward circumstances of Ms return, it was well worth 
the compensation. It will end in that way.^ At present his 
dejoarture is retarded in consequence of a suggestion from me, that 
it would be expedient for Mm not to go till the ^ Eavensworth's ’ 
despatches were maturely considered, but the intention, although 
not yet commxinieated to anybody, is that he should not go at all. 
Whenever the choice of the Directors is over, which at present 
occupies the attention of Leadenhall Street, the proposition must 
in some shape be brought forward. I hope we shall have no 
difficulty with regard to his successor. From, all your letters I see 
Anderson^ is the person you wish; I suspect he would not at the 
present moment choose to go. If the report of the world is true, 
that he is soon to be married to a very pretty young woman in 
Scotland, I take it for granted his love of India will subside. If he 
does not go, I am much disposed to wish the Court of Directors 
not to make any appointment immediately, but to wuit for your 
opinion on the subject, which can be asked either officially, or by 
private letter. Be that as it will, I wish you to transmit to me a 
list of such* persons as you think qualified in all respects to fill up 
the vacancies that may occur, for there can be no difficulty of 
having them appointed as vacancies may actually happen. 

I do not think that I have any more to trouble you with ou this 
subject, and remain, as ever Yours, &c., 

Henry Dtjndas. 

P.S. I am sure, both from the style of your letters and Mr. 
Shore’s, yon will approve of my ideas respecting Sir J ohn Mac- 
pherson. 

^ receiTed in tBree instalments, 1 ) 6 - 10,0001 on tlie NaTboB of the Carnatic, 

March 1789, and March 1790, ® Dayid Anderson, h. Ifeb. 10, 1751, d. 

15,801/. 7s., and June 21, 1809, a pension Aug. 2, 1825 j m. Aug. 14, 1788, Hester 
'oClO'Of/v also conferred on him, on his ChHstina, dan. of Robert Flndlaf, 
assi^aing, the Company a claim he had of M.D., of prnmmore. ' '' 
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Marquis op Lansdowite to Earl Cornwallis. 


[Received Aug. 25, 1788.] 

My bear LoRBj London, April 5, 1788. 

. . . The winter has been taken up with Hastings’s trial, 
which has hitherto proved as frivolous as it promises to be endless. 
There has been a good deal of discussion about the Declaratory Bill, 
the unpopularity of which has been thrown upon Dundas, who, from 
the language of all descriptions, will find it difficult if not impos- 
sible, to preserve his hold upon India. 

As to foreign news, I will own to you in confidence, that I am 
very apprehensive of the consequence of all that we have been 
doing in the summer. We have mortified the French, and driven 
them into a variety of close connexions, the effects of which we may 
have to feel, while on our side we have been able to do very little 
to counteract what may happen. In Holland we have alienated 
the majority, and depend upon a minon’ty more devoted to Prussia 
than to us. The French make the strongest professions words 
can express of their devotion to a pacific system, and have recourse 
to every argument private and public to convince us that they are 
determined not to profit directly or indirectly by the downfall of 
the Turks, whenever it happens ; but though I know the Archbishop 
of Toulouse and those about him very well, and respect their cha- 
racter and tlieir principles, I can never believe such professions, so 
that I shall not be surprised to hear of some general partition, or 
that we may be driven to a war to prevent one by which we may 
bo affected. I should however add, that I am singular in my 
opinions, and would not trouble you with them, if I was not awar^ 
that it is agreeable to anybody at a distance to hear different 
opinions. You must not imagine that mine arises from any dislike 
to Government, for I never was more completely unconnected with 
every party, 

I am much obliged to you my dear Lord, for your attention to 
the persons I mentioned to you. The Kennaways are friend’s 
friendsj being recommended to me by Sir Robert Palk ; ^ but I am 
glad to hear they have merit, which he assured me they had ; but 
I shall be excessively obliged to you if you can put Fombelle^ into 
sdme good situation, I knew Mm from Ms infancy, educated him 


^ sir EoLert Palk, Bart., so created June 
19, 1772; K Dec* 1717, d. May 1798; m. 
Feb. 7, 1761, Anne, dau. of Arthur Tan- 
sittart, Esq,, of Shottesbrook. He was 
Ooyemor of Madras for several years. M.P. 
for Ashburton from 1767 to 1768, and ffom 


Nov. 1774 to March, 1787. 

® John Fombelle, 'b. Sept, 11, 1763, d. 
Nov* 24, 1S49 ; m, 1st, 1785, Miss Coates, 
2nd, Miss Crisp. He filled various offices: 
the last he held was Judge of the Sudder 
Adawlut. 


2 B 2 
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myself, and can "be ansvyerable to yon for liis steadiness and 
integrity. 

Your Lordship’s partiality to Lord Wycombe^ since be was 
born, will make yon glad to hear that he is returned from abroad 
everything we could wish, and promises to be a great blessing to us. 

I wish yon, my dear Lord, a continuance of good health, and 
have no doubt of your augmenting the reputation which, without a 
compliment, you have universally acquired. 

I am, &c., 

Lansdowne. 

In a subsequent letter dated three days later, Lord Lansdowne 
says that he has it from good authority that the French have no 
wish to disturb the peace, and that Spain entirely agrees with them 
on Northern politics ; that Eussia will be satisfied with Otchakoff, 
but that Austria is still anxious for war. 

He also mentions nmonrs respecting the King’s wish to mal^e 
some changes in the Ministry, and says that the Opposition® think 
the Government must fall to pieces. 


General Grant to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Aug. 25, 1788.] 

My beau Lord, Sackville street, April 6, 1788. 

The long expected ^ Eavensworth,’ after a tedious passage of 
five months, arrived in the end of March, with pleasing accounts 
from yourself to your friends, and to me in particular. 

The reports of your administration which have been trans- 
mitted to individuals, are full of approbation and applause. I have 
not heard the most distant surmise of a grievance ; they say there 
are no fortunes to be made in India, and that gentlemen in theix* 
present situations cannot afford to live in the expensive way they 
formerly did; but as your reforms have been general, without 
favour or partiality, being convinced of the propriety, they submit ; 
but I have only heard of the necessity of the case from yourself, 
as you say the unfortunate Princes have not a rupee left. The 
Indians’ used to account for their numbers diminishing, by saying 

. 1 Henry Earl of Wycombe, after- Wycombe from IVTarcb, 1786, to June, 1802. 

Hay 7, 1805, 2nd Marquis of Lans- ^ Tlie Opposition expected to defeat "Oo* 
doraen 1765, d. Nov. 15, 1809; vemment upon the Deolaratoiy Bill* 'There 
Maria Arabella, dau. of was no foundation for the rumour that the 
M^doofe, iSk..p and widow of Sir Duke Xing wished any change 'in -'the Ministry. 
Giffard,;,'Bkdt., ,;0f -Oirt 'M,B. ' * • - ' 
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that the breath of the white people did not agree with theiiij and 
your Eastern sovereigns Avill say witli equal truth, that their gold 
and silver coins have hitherto melted away under the touch of a 
single European Eesident, without the aid and assistance of military 
Collectors. 

I do not think that the affairs in Europe bear so peaceable an 
aspect as they do in Asia ; the Emperor and Eussia are at war with 
the Turks ; Spain and the Princes in Barbary are arming; ^ a Pro- 
clamation has been issued to prevent our seamen from entering 
into foreign service ; and Thornton,^ a Eussian merchant and agent, 
is not allowed to hire transports for the Eussian service ; he may 
buy as many ships as he pleases, but those ships must be navigated 
from the British ports by foreigners, and the Eussians have already 
said that their fleet is not to pass through the Channel. If that 
fleet cannot got into the Mediterranean,^ the plan against the 
Turks uuist lail, as the two Imperial armies cannot be supplied 
with provisions, and must of course fall back upon Poland ; if they 
arc disappointed in their schemes, Eussia will probably resent the 
part wliicli has heen taken by this Court and is universally ap- 
proved of, as a good return for the Armed Neutrality.'^ The Em- 
peror’s sxihjocts in the Low Countries are dissatisfied;^ you know 
they arc obstinate, atxd ’tis said they are ready for mischief and 
will give him trouble. The French are marching large bodies of 
ti’oops to that frontier. Our treaty with Holland® was some time 
ago said to be finally concluded ; but it met with a hitch from the 
remains of the French party, and has been delayed ; but that is a 
conjecture on my part, for it is still thought to be decided upon, 
though it has not taken place, and of course the peerage for Sir 
James Harris has been postponed till the Treaty is signed and 
sealed. Eden goes to Spain ; ^ he has already left Paris ; he was 


^ The Spanish amament effected nothing 
against Barbary. 

^ The Thornton family were closely con- 
ncoied with Kussian trade. Six of them were 
assist^mts of the Russian Company; among 
ihm Robert, afterwards M.F, for Colchester; 
Henry (Mr, Wilberforce's groat friend), M.F. 
tor Southwark, and Samuel, M.F. for Hull, 

® The Russian fleet did not enter the Medi- 
iemnean. Kven then the command of the sea 
was evidently considered indispensable to the 
success of a campaign against Turkey. 

‘X One object of the Armed Neutrality in 
1780, was to enforce the doctrines that free 
ships made free goods, and that vessels under 
convoy could not be searched. Notwitlistand- 
in'g the union of Russia, Sweden, and Denmark 
( joined afterwards by Fmssia and Holland) to 
effect this objt^ct, it failed so completely, that 


the Empress Catherine, conversing with Sir 
James Harris, called it the armed nullity/' 

^ The attempts of the Emperor Joseph to 
alter the constitutions of the several pro- 
vinces of the Low Countries, and the violence 
with which his proposed reforms were en- 
forced by the Goveriwr, Count Trautsman- 
dorff, created a ferment, which broke out in 
open rebellion June, 1787, and was put 
down with much iliiliculty and considerable 
loss, of life- The existing constitutions had 
been guaranteed by England and Holland, 

® This treaty was signed April 15, 1788. 
Sir James Harris was created a Baron Sept. 
19 following. 

^ He had been appointed to that post Aug, 
18, 1787. Though still M.F. for Heytes- 
hury, he was averse to appearing in the 
House of Commoua, where he knew lie would 
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offered tlie Red Riband, as I have been told, but he declined the 
honour, as he flatters himself with a peerage when Sir James 
Harris is made. And as Eden has no fortune, and has lived very 
expensively at Paris, he probably expects to support the dignity by 
following Lord Dorchester’s example in the pension way. At any 
rate he prefers any climate to the House of Commons. 

The Dukes of Dorset and Northumberland^ get the two vacant 
Blue Ribands, the Minister not being anxious to adorn his own 
person ; he probably thinks he may wait for another opportunity, 
though lately, when everything was perfectly quiet and a number 
of confidential members were in the country, fhere was a storm 
raised by the India Directors and Proprietors, and increased by a 
clamour from all your East India officers and their relations, in- 
flamed underhand by the Marquis of Lansdowne, and brought for- 
ward in the House of Commons with great ability by Pox and 
Sheridan, in opposition to the Declaratory Bill framed by the 
Minister to explain the powers vested in the Board of Control by 
tbe Act of 1784, upon the Directors refusing to receive the new 
raised regiments on board their ships ; in course of the debates, 
which continued for several days, a number of members appeared 
to be wheeling, and I believe Opposition were sanguine in their 
expectations of oversetting the Ministry, when Mr. Pitt pnt every*- 
thing to rights by recommitting the Bill, and adding some very con- 
ciliatory clauses wliich pleased the House and the public, though 
the alarming powers remain the same. Our friend Dundas was 
violently attacked and rather overmatched for a day, but he re- 
turned to the charge and is ready to fight another day. Upon 
the whole, Mr. Pitt never has had such a push made against Mm ; 
it was thought necessary to call in the outposts, and the auxiliary 
troops were brought from Scotland.® . . . 

At the Irish Club we have been honoured with the presence 
of the Prince of Wales and Duke of York, who are reciprocally 
obliged to one another ; the Prince has taught the Duke to drink 


be ill received by bis former political asso-* 
dates, Fox and his friends. 

^ The Duke of Xoxthumberland had been 
a warm supporter of Mr. Pitt, but suddenly 
abandoned Mm because he was not made 
Master-General of the Ordnance. On a sub- 
^^qnent occasion he acted in a similar manner, 
pd, Wp bbei’ofore attacked in the *Anti- 
i^tanza was— 


rCj and Customs, Ohurcb and Haw, ’ 

' M^ter , 

, , but «ti;u tbeultic's 

He ;CoioM ,of the BSdee 


till Dec. 30, 1806, and resigned them Dec. 
1812, in consequence of a political quarrel 
with Lord Liverpool. He was succeeded in 
that regiment by the Duke of Wellington. 

2 There were several important divisions 
daring the progress of the Bill, March 3, 5, 
7, and 12. The numbers were, 242 to 118, 
182 to 12b, 182 to 115, 210 to 122, and 
127 to 73. It is probable that tlw ooncesH 
sions made by Mr. Pitt, though practically 
of little ,value» saved him from defbat, Iq 
the Lo?<& the majorities ' varied firom 45 to 
78, fee minorities, IS to 32. 
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in the most liberal and copious way, and the Duke in return has 
been equally successful in teaching his brother to lose his money at 
all sorts of play — Quinze, Hazard, &c. — to the amount as we are 
told, of very large sums in favour of India General Smith ^ and 
Admiral Pigot,^ who both wanted it very much. These play parties 
have chiefly taken place at a new Club, formed this winter by the 
Prince of Wales in opposition to Brookes’s, because Tarleton and 
Jack Payne,^ proposed by His Eoyal Highness, were black-balled. 
The Club by way of distinction, as there are so many of them in 
St. J ames’s Street, passes under the name of the Dover House.^ 
Goldsworthy,^ who neither spends or loses his money, gets a step as 
Clerk Marshal and First Equerry, with a house and three hunched 
a-year of additions, by the death of Carpenter.^ Lord HowarcD got 
the regiment, as his troop of Grenadier Guards is reduced. North- 
umberland declines both pension and regiment ; but ho certainly 
wants something, and is not pleased though he gets the Duke of 
Butlancbs riband ; he wanted Ixis father’s, but that being contrary 
to rule was not agreed to, though in fact it was tantamount, as it 
•was not given away till another fell. My reason for saying that 
ho is not quite pleased, is because liainsford,® who is brouglit in by 


1 Mafor-General Smith, <1. July S, 1803. 
M.P. for WendoTer and Warehani firom Oct. 
1780 to June 1790 ; elected for Hindon in 
1774 and 1775 ; twice turned out for bribery, 
for which he was prosecuted and convicted. 
He was commonly called Hyder Ali, whence 
his son, reckoned the best whisteplayer of the 
day, got the name of Tippoo. 

2 Hugh Pigot, Admiral of the Wliite, 
brother of George, only Lord Pigot : b. May 
28, U722, d. Dec. 15, 1793; m. 1st, Eliza- 
beth, dau, of Peter le Neve, Esq. ; 2ud, June 
20, 1769, Prances, dau. of the Rev. Sir 
Richard Wrottesley, He superseded Lord 
Rodney in 1782. A Lord of the Admiralty 
from March, 1782, to Dec. 1783; M.P. for 
Femyn from May, 1768, to June, 1774, and for 
Bridgenorth from Feb. 1778, to March, 1784. 

* John Willot Payne, always known as 
Jack Payne, afterwards a Rear-Admiral, bro- 
ther of Ralph, only Lonl Lavington; b. 
1752, d. Dec. 17, 1803 ; unmarried. He 
was a confidential friend of the Prince of 
Wales, who made him successively his Pri- 
vate Secretary, Comptroller of his Household, 
Auditor-General of the Duchy of Cornwall, 
and Lord Warden of the Stannaries. In 1800 
he was made Treasurer of Greenwich Hos- 
pital. M.P. for the borough of EunUngdon 
from May, 1787, to 1796. 

** It was situated where Fenton's hotel 
now (1857) stands. It was kept by Weltsde 
(who had been house-steward to we Prince 
of Wales), by whose name it was afterwards 


called. It was thoj'e that Lord Barrymore 
received two black hMls more than tliere 
were membens in the room; and Weltssie, 
tqwn being called to explain, said, ** I did 
put in two black balls myself, lest he should 
come in, and ruin my club." 

® Colonel, afterwixis Lieui-Oeneral Philip 
Goldsworthy, and Colonel Ist Dragoons : 
d. Jan. 3, 1801. M.P. for Wilton from 
Jan. 1785 to Feb. 1788, and from Jan. 1794 
till his death. He hml been about Court as 
an Equeny or Clerk-Marshal fiom 1778 to 
1801, and was much in the confidence of 
George III., to whom he had been aide-de- 
camp, 

® General Benjamin Carpenter, son of Col. 
Carpenter, 3rd Guards, who was killed at 
Fontenoy ; Colonel 4th Dragoons, b. 1713, 
drowned himself in the Serpentine March 8, 
1788 ; m. Miss Kerr. Equerry to the King, 
1761, and Clerk-Marslml, 1771. 

7 John, 7ih Lord Howard de Walden, 
K.B., Bheld-Marshal and Colonel 4th Dra- 
goons; h. Feb. 20, 1719, d. May 25, 1797; 
m. 1st, March 0, 1749, Anne, dau. of Baron 
Schutz, and 2nd, June 11, 1765, Catherine, 
dau. of William Clayton, Esq,, of Harleyford, 
Created Sept. 5, 1788, Baron Braybrooke, 
with remainder to Ms distant relation Richard 
Aldworth Neville, Esq., whose son Richard is 
noW’^ (1857) 3rd Lord Braybrooke. M.P, for 
Andover from Nov* 1749 till he became a peer. 

e Lieut, - General, aftmmrds General 
Charles Bainsford, Colonel 44th Regiment; 




Lord Lovaine/ did not vote with the administration in the late 
India business ; he did not vote against, and he told me that he did 
not attend, because his friends did not like the Declaratory Bill ; 
that is not direct opposition, but it is not the language of what Dick 
calls good politeness. 

Hastings’s trial was at first well attended, all the members of 
the House of Commons in their places. The fine women could not 
exist out of Westminster Hall, and everybody who could procui*e a 
ticket® was there, and did not think it a hardship to go down at 
eight in the morning to get a good place, and to wait quietly being 
so seated for four or five hours before the trial came on ; it was tlie 
object of the day and the constant conversation in every company 
but during the iiolidays and since the recess, you hear no more of 
Hastings than of an American battle. Tlie trial is liard upon the 
poor man ; lie sits at the bar to hear himself most illiberally abused, 
is and must have been put to great expense, and, from what has ap- 
peared and been said, though he may not he to blame, yet, a some- 
thing will stick in the minds of many people ; and though he should 
neither be fined or confined, and should in a gi^eat measure be ac- 
quitted of every charge which is brought against him, as every part 
of his conduct for a series of years has been so minutely examined, 
and no allowance made by his prosecutors for the clilfference of 
government, laws, and customs in the Eastern and Western worlds, 
he never can be restored to the same situation he was in before 
the impeachment commenced ; and he certainly in a great measure 
owes his misfortunes to tho mistaken zeal ol‘ his friend Major 
Scott,® who bullied Burke into penemtion. But the trM is to 


b. 1727, <1, May 24, 1809; m. twice; 
2 ikJ, Feb. 16, 1789, Anirie Cornwallis, dau. 
of Sir More Molyneiix, Bart., Croom of the 
Bedchamber to the Duke of Gloucester. M,F. 
for Malden f, ora Kov, 1 773.to June, 1774 ; for 
Berealstou from Jan. 1787 to Dec. 1788 ; and 
for New})ort ' Cornwall) from Sept. 1790 to 
May , 1 7 9 6 , He was in th e battle of Fonten oy. 

^ Algernon, 2nd Lord Loraine (son of 
Hugh, Ist Duke of Nortlmmbeiland), made 
Karl of Beverley, Nov, 2, 1790; b. Jan. 21, 
1750, d. Oct. 21, 1850 ; m. June 8, 1775, 
Isabella Susanna, sister of IVier, 1st Lord 
Gwydyr. M.P. for Northumherlan<l from 
Kov. 1774 till he suc«(Gdod to bis title, 
June 6, 1786. He inherited from Jiis father, 
b#de8 Berealston which he kept, Warrington 
4n'd two boroughs of Newport mjd 
laipcesitoii,, alL which be sold to his brotJien 
1% "0^4 bf the de'tenus in Prance, and 

reside! -from the rupture of Uie 

Peace of AtnieW. till 1814, 

® oa^aionally given 


for a ticket, and as much as fifty to hear 
Sheiidan's Begum speech, Boe Walpole to 
Mr. Barrett, June 6, 1788. 

® John Scott, a Major in the East India 
Company’s service, whom Lord Macaulay 
truly describes as Hastings's most injudicious 
friend and agent ; b* 1747, d. May 5, 1819 ; 
m. 1st, Maria, dau. of Jacob Hughes, Kaq,, 
of Cashel; she luid been on the stage; 2nd, 
Eh'jiabetb, dau. of Alexander Blackrie, Esq., 
ofBromb'y ; and 5rd, Mw. Esten, the actress, 
then a widow, but who had long been noto- 
rious for her gallantries : 

“ Still she is young, and still she fair, 

Our cheers and plaudits sharing, 

And though well known for ages past, 

She 's not the worse for wearing 

Major Scott had previouHly taken the name 
of Waring for the estate of Inoe in Cheshire. 
M,P. for West Looc from May, 1784, to 
Jtme^ 1790, : then 'for Stockbridge, 'but was 
turned out on petition, in 1793, and orderai 
to ho prosecuted for bribery. 
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como on again on tlie lOtli, tlie Peers must return to town, mucli 
contrary to the inclination of some of them, but particnlaiiy to the 
mortification of the Duke of Bridgwater,^ who has been looking 
after his canal in Lancashire ; but both Houses are so tired of the 
trial, that I dare say Sir Elijah Itnpey is perfectly safe. Sir John 
Macplierson® went through the ceremony of securing a passage, 
without an intention of going to India, though he is empowered by 
the Directors to return if he pleases, as he made it appear to them 
that he left Bengal on account of his health. What his plan is, I 
know not ; but I am pretty sure that notlnng is fixed — it will 
probably end in a pension ; what the quantum will be I know not, 
but in the opinion of the Minister, if I am not misinformed, a 
locum tenens is not to bo considered upon the same footing with a 
(iovernor-General. He lias upon Petrie’s^ prosecution been found 
guilty of bribery, and fined three thousand pounds, which they say 
at the India House renders him incapable of being a justice of the 
pca(*o, and of course should operate * more forcibly against his 
being a member of the Supreme Council. I believe his fortune is 
V(‘.ry iii(ionsi(lerabh‘,, and h(3 is said to bo an expensive man. The 
pension ialkcHl of is from a thousand to two tliousand a-year.^ . . . 
i\mT liigby, tlie bijsfc friend, and most cheerful pleasant companion, 
has been ill lor several months, and is breathing his last at Bath 
without tlio least hopes of recovery. Indeed I expect every morning 
wlion the post comes in, to hear of his death. . . . 

I said a great deal to yon in my last letter about law promo- 
"^tions : they still remain impatient expectants in the same situations. 
Lord Mansfield continnos to stop the way ; ho lives in hopes of 
quarter-day and receives his salary ; he is not likely to die, and is 
not inclined to let other people live, for the two Crown lawyers 
seldom have a brief in their pockets. Buller lias had two paralytic 
strokes, and had not been able for some time to attend the business 
of King’s Bench. The other judges do not choose to decide in gteat 
causes, and several of them have been pnt off upon that account. 


^ Francis, 3rd and last Duka of Bridgewater, 
I). May 31, 1730, d, iinraarriifd, March 8, 1803. 

3 It k qnite clear Sir John nerer really 
ioteiided to return to India, but tlireatoued 
to do so, that he might obtain some pecuniary 
reward. His election for Oricklada had been 
declared void on the ground of bribery. 
Between 50 and 00 of his supportei*s hw 
been convicted of that offence, and «tions 
had been brought against him, which he 
avoided by going abroad. 

^ Bamuef Fetric had been Sir J. Maepher- 


flon's opponent at Cricklade. Numerous pro- 
secutions, commencing in 1781, arose out of 
the Oricklade elections ; in one Mr. Fitt was 
bounsel. Mr. Petrie obtained verdicts against 
I.ord Porchoster, Sir J. Maeph arson, Mr. 
Bristow, and Mr. Barwell for 53,5001, but 
was prosecuted and convicted in his turii.^ 
A Bill was brought in, in consequence of 
these elections, for extending the limits of 
the Borough to the adjacent Hundreds. 

^ See ante, letter of Mr. Dundas, April 5. 
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People have become impatient, many hints are given in newspapers 
for retirements, but the Chief Justice keeps his ground. . , . 

Believe me, &C.5 

James Grant. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received Aug. 25, 1788. 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, April 7, 1788. 

. . . On the eve of the ship’s now sailing, I can do no 
more than express the satisfaction I feel in the good you are doing 
to your country and the credit you are gaining to yourself, -by your 
unremitting industry and attention to the welfare of the British 
empire in India. If it is any satisfaction to you to hear it, I can 
with perfect truth assure your Lordship, that full justice is done to 
you in all quarters. 

There are two particulars in your private letters, which I think 
it right not to omit this first opportunity of answering. First, that 
part of your letter where yon say that the Company’s officers ought 
not to have King’s commissions. But your Lordship will observe 
that in the mode which has been adopted, yom* objection doesmot 
operate; for the brevet commissions which your Lordship is to 
grant under the Warrant given from the King to you, is only an 
accessory to the Company’s commission, and therefore, if in the 
usual mode of dismissing these oflScers from the Company’s service, 
their Company’s commissions become vacated, the King’s brevet 
of course becomes of no effect, so that there is no danger either of 
disregarding the civil authority, or making appeals to the King 
against the acts of authority exercised by you on the spot. I trust, 
therefore, the mode which has been adopted will meet with your 
entire^ approbation, and will enable you to carry your commands 
with eclat over a harmonious and united army. I am glad your 
idea of not giving King’s commissions to the Company’s officers 
was only mentioned in your private letter to me, and not in your 
public letter. ^ In all respects your public letter was just what I 
would have wished. It comes too veiy opportunely, for if you 
had wrote it on purpose, it could not have heoii more entirely caL 
culated to support all our reasonings, and refute all the reasonings 
of our opponents in the late discussions on the military establish- 
in India. The other point I wish to advext to is, the un- 
Lyon : seem to feel on account of the illiberility of " the 
tnth regard to ;'the appointments of their ''servants, and 
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your apprehensions that they will undo some of the arrangements 
you have made. I beg you to set your mind at ease on that sub- 
ject.' I do not recollect, till I have time to look over the despatches 
to which you allude, what are the particulars you find fault with, 
but I sliall take care that they be reconsidered, and probably a 
discretion opened to you with respect to these salaries which have 
been found fault with. ... I do not mean to take any par- 
ticular credit to myself in that respect, for I would do injustice to 
the Court of Directors if I was not to assure you, that their respect 
for you is of a nature that does not require any spur from me. I 
wish I could say the same with regard to Sir Archibald Campbell, 
wliose merit, great as it is, does not meet with justice in that 
quarter. Jfe all feel of him as your Lordship does, and will give 
him thorough support. . . . Believe me, &c., 

Heney Dundas. 


Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[deceived Aug'. 25, 1788.] 

My bear LoEB, Sackvllle Street, AriU ID, 1788. 

I have j'ust received the favour of yorp: letter of the 6th of 
July, and rejoice most sincerely to hear that everything goes on 
so well in your part of the world, and that you enjoy your health, 
though at the expense of a very troublesome complaint,^ which is 
however, the more supportable, as it is a certaiu mark of an excel- 
lent constitution and will most probably secure you from more 
serious illnesses. I hope you will have received before this the 
letter which I wrote to you in January, wherein I gave you a short 
account of our proceedings since our return to this country. I 
am sorry to say that we still go on at a most furious rate, and I 
cannot but lament most sincerely certain parts of our conduct, 
which I hope we shall correct defore it u too late^ That very stlrong 
passion for gaming which I always foresaw would be the rook which 
we should mpst likely split upon, has broke out with all the vio- 
lence I apprehended, and the too frequent opportunities which offer 
for indulging it, fill me with the most serious apprehensions. What 
a pity it is, that with such excellent parts, and with a disposition 
calculated to make everybody about him happy and contented, 
he should be so led away by his passions, as to lose the finest game 
that over presented itself to a person of his rank and situation ! 
I do not however, by any means despair; many things may 

^ The gout, to wbioh lord CornwilHs was subject. 
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happen, which by taMng him. ont of this state of dissipation (which 

we have all in some degree experienced), may give a new turn to 
liis mind, and make him see things in then true light. 

I shall now, my dear Lord, attempt to give you some little 
sketch of what is going on in this part of the world, but as I am 
no great politician, and no ways let into the secret, I am afraid 
I shall do nothing more than repeat what you will receive in 
many other letters, and much better than I am able to give it. 
The principal subject of conversation before Easter, rolled chiefly 
upon Mr. Hastings’s trial, and on Mr. Pitt’s^ Declaratory Act, con- 
cerning the power invested in the Board of Control to interfere in 
the direction of East India affairs ; the Minister however carried 
his point, hut agreed to insert some clauses which might serve to 
check any abuse of the power granted by the first Bill. How far 
this agreed with the opinions of some of his colleagues I know not ; 
it is reported that there were some dissentients upon the occasion. 
In regard to Mr. Hastings’s trial, which re-cominences on the 20th 
instant, the very violent (and, in my opinion, illiberal) manner in 
which the prosecution is carried on, has disgusted many people ; the 
very harsh expressions which Mr. Burke, Mr. Eox, and Mr. Grey 
made use of in opening the different charges against him, shocked 
and offended many people, even tliose who were prejudiced against 
Mr. Hastings ; how and when it will end the Lord knows. He 
must, however, be something more than man, if, in the course of 
such very weighty transactions, some faults, both of head and 
perhaps of heart, may not be sifted out, especially where so much 
pains and such extraordinary talents are employed to unravel and 
detect them. 

I wish I could send you any authentic intelligence of conti- 
nental politics. I flatter myself however, that His Royal Highness 
will set aside a leisure hour to answer your last letter to him, which 
he had the goodness to show mo, and as I believe he still keeps up 
a pretty close correspondence with my friend Ewart and some 
other foreign correspondents, he will be better able to send that 
kind of information to you than I am. The report at present is, 
that Spain means to oppose the entrance of the Russian fleet into 
the Mediterranean, but I am apt to think, from what I can collect, 
that this rumour is by no means well substantiated ; at least we do 
not appear to be in the least alarmed hero, or in a hurry to take 
ahy^ steps to be prepared on our part. We wait with great im- 
'pii^0hw"to: hear from the two Imperial armies. It is* rather too 
early year for any very actite operations in that part of the 
world,, as the crops' i^e hot as yet' advanced enough to feed such 
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large bodies of cavalry, &c., and I believe they will find great 
difficulty in establisliing magazines to enable tliem to pnsb on witli 
vigour tliroiigli a country, which has not any very great resources 
within itself. I am rather inclined to wish, politically, for the Turk, 
as I do not relish niiieh the idea of any material aggrandizement 
in favour of Austria and Russia. . . . 

I shall now, my dear Lord, take leave of you for the present 
withoxit trespassing any longer upon your patience. It is a long 
time to look forward to the year 1791 ; I am, however, too 
good a citizen to consult my own feelings where they clash with 
tlie public good. I am thoroughly convinced that you have the 
sincere wishes of all honest people on your side of the water, and 1 
can venture to assui'O you, tliat I do not believe there is a single 
dissentient voice here, in doing every jxxstice to your conduct and 
endeavoxu's to dfect the great object you have in vieAV. May I 
beg leave to trouble yoxx with iny best respects to Colonel Ross. 

Bedievo me, &c., 

II. Chenvxlle. 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel Macleod. 

[Private.] 

IlEAIt Bib, OMU, Aug. 31 , 1788. 

I shall not begin with the common cant of desiring you not 
to be vexed at the late orders from England— every man of feeling 
must bo sensibly affected by them ; but still, when you consider 
that tlie abolition of the local rank was a matter of compulsion and 
not of choice, altlioxigh the injury exists, it will bo some satisfaction 
to you to reflect that it was occasioned by untoward circumstances 
only, and that H. M, had no intention to do injustice to officers 
who had a claim to so much favour at his hands. 

The opposition to the sexiding out the four King’s regiments, 
and to the Declaratory Bill, was unexpected by Government and 
rapid in its progress ; it not only threatened to overset that 
necessary measure, but once more to storm the closet. Xour own 
observation of the Parliamentary proceedings in England, must 
convince you that at such times resistance is vain, and that the 
gi^eatost kings must temporise or submit. 

It was impossible to make an exception in favour of the field- 
offic^ers holding local rank now in India, as the awival of others 
senior to them in their respective ranks, must have occasioned daily 
embarrassments. 
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To quote precedents of similar hardships giyes but cold comfort ; 
but in America in the year 1780, all the lieut-colonels were super- 
seded by the Provincial colonels, whom they had commanded four 
years in the same ranks ; and Lieul-Colonel Webster, who was 
second in command under me with the corps serving in South 
Carolina, was at once superseded and actually commanded by Lord 
Rawdon, who was at the time a much younger lieut.-colonel in the 
King’s service than himself ; and this happened in the face of the 
enemy. 

It gives me pleasure, at all events, that you will retain your 
present command for another year ; it wdl then be prudent for you 
to take your family home, and you are so near the head of the list 
of lieut.-colonels, that I hope it will not be long before you will 
receive some substantial reparation. 

Believe me, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to H. S. H. the Duke of Brunswick. 

Calcutta, Sept. 1788. 

The extraordinary kindness and confidence with which your 
Highness honoured me when I had the pleasure of paying my 
respects to you in the year 1785, were so very gratifying to me, 
and made so strong an impression on my mind, that I looked 
forward with the most earnest hopes to the possibility of my serving 
with a body of English troops in an army under your command. 

Amongst the many objections which occurred to me against 
undertaking the arduous task which my King and country imposed 
upon me, the consideration that I must relinquish this flattering 
prospect was one of the most forcible ; and when I heard that your 
Highness was marching into Holland, I would most gladly have 
sacrificed all the dazzling situations that Asia could hold forth, for 
the honour of attending you. 

^ The wisdom and vigour of your measures, and your rapid and 
brilliant success, have, for a time at least, given peace to the 
western part of Europe, and have again called forth that universal 
applause and admiration, which your Highness has so often received 
and so justly merited. 

, : ,;4Eay:I beg4hat you will believe that no person can tak^, a-moro 
-part ^ than myself in everything that concerns your; glory 
am.'lAppiia^Si- and tkat,I .am, with the most sincere -attachment 

, OoiimALLis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private and OonfideatiaL] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. 1, 1788. 

Before I state tlie complaints which I have to make on my 
part and on the part of this Government, I think it is right to 
premise, that I am convinced you never intended to give grounds 
for them, and that I attribute the share you had in some measures 
which are, and others which were likely to have been, distressing 
and degrading to me, to the hurry of the business in which you 
were engaged, and to your not being sufficiently on your guard 
against the workings of subtle and persevering intrigue ; perhaps 
by these last expressions you will already guess that my grievances 
are Sir J. Macpherson and Colonel J. Murray.^ That the foi^mer 
does not return to India, is indeed a fortunate event ; but his being 
officially permitted to return, and his having been within a few days 
of embarking, has had an effect not easily to be removed. What 
must the people in this country, either Europeans or natives, 
imagine ? They have seen that our measures have been as widely 
different, as I trust they believe our dispositions and characters to 
be. Will they not be astonished that the same ruling power should 
approve of both ? I need not pursue this subject any further, and 
state how probable it must appear to every one that he was to 
succeed to my situation, and how much that prospect would weaken 
Government in supporting all our internal arrangements, as well as 
shake the confidence of the native powers. The next question was, 
Why does Mr. Dundas let him return ? Why does he not tell him, 
when he talks of grievances and pensions, that he may think him- 
self well off that he is not impeached? That he was guilty of a 
breach of an Act of Parliament in the offer which he made of aid 
to the Poonah Government; and that he was guilty of basely 
degrading the national character, by the quibbles and lies which ha 
made use of to evade the performance of it. That his Government 
was a system of the dirtiest jobbing ; that besides a number of 
other stipulations, he bought General Sloper^s vote by making Mr. 

* give a quai'ter of the plunder of to Mr. ; and that 

Ms conduct in Oude was as impeachable, and more disgusting to 
the Vizier, than Mr. Hastings’s. ^ 

Whatever difficulties I may have bad Mfherto m giving an 
answer to tins question, I will endeavour to do if in this letter. 

1 Colonel, afterwards Sir Lolin McGregor axid sister of Lord Bannatyne. During tLe 
Murray, Bart., so ereated June 23, t795 ; war with Tippoo, Colonel Murray exerted 
h 1745, d. June 29, 1822 ; m. April 10, himself so muon as to obtain the marked ap- 
, 1775, Anne, dan. of Roderick M‘Leod, Esq., probation of Lord Cornwallis. 
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Mr. Dnndas chose to beliere a report whichj if lie had been at 
the trouble of inquiring, he must have been soon convinced could 
have no sort of foundation, that Lord Cornwallis, at the age of 
forty-nine, forgetting the serious task which he had undertaken, 
and forgetting likewise his grey hairs and rheumatism, had married 
a girl of sixteen. If this had been true, no very flattering hopes 
could have been indulged respecting the future conduct of the 
Governor-General, and it is not probable that Sir J. Macpherson’s 
coming out could have done any material harm, as Lord Corn- 
wallis’s Government would have been in no great danger of being 
either w^eakenod or degraded. But as Mr. Dundas was pretty 
deeply interested in the ultimate success of our affairs in India, I 
cannot help thinking that it would have beau prudent in him to 
have taken pains to trace the rise and progress of this report. If 
ho had done so, he would soon have discovered that it originated 
solely with Sir J, Maephorson, who told more than one person that 
I could name, that, although he did owt himself believe it, he had seen 
a letter that came tlirough France which mentioned it as a &ct ; 
and who said in the healing of Colonel Musgravc, that he thought 
it very likely to be true, from the attention which Lord 0. had 
shown to the lady before he left Bengali 

So much for Sir J. Maepherson and the maniage ; lot us now 
proceed to our great reformer Colonel John Miuray. 

liiat gentleman and his brothers^ have been long famous in 
this settlement for their spirit of intrigue, and their able and suc- 
cessful perseverance in all jobs where their interest was comterned. 
These talents being more useful than either amiable or engaging, 
the consequence of them has been, that the Murray family is pretty 
generally detested in this country. Although very few of Colonel 
Murray’s retrenchments could ever be realised, and that he took 
much more credit for them tlian he deserved, yet ho is certainly a 
man of sense and of business, and by no moans a bad military 
Auditor-General, and if I had not thought that my friend Eobinson 
exceeded him in ability, industry, and impartiality, I should not 
have been sorry to have seen him appointed to that office. But 

^ Thf lady was a Philpot, wlio was Channel, between a French frigate and the 
residing with her brother, an officer of ar* * Lord Nelson/ on board of which ho was 
tillory. returning home; na. Elfra, dan. of—* Tnting, 

-An® throe brothers : Alexander, b. ISs(i. He had been Adjutant-General to 
04?,. d* July 17, 1822 j m. Ut, Frances, the Bengal Army with the rank of Coloneb 
,dauv,., of Kajor F«call 5 2nd, Grace, d, of — Robert, b, 1750, d. 1831, m. 1798, Barbara, 
.and widow of Colonel Maepherson. d. of Roderick Mackensie, Esq., of faitbuw, 
from frdia, he commanded and widow of Kenneth Murchisoh, Isq., of 
FenoibRa and , the' Highland ’Faradele. Hha WM ,motho3^ bf Sir Roderick 
iPtieit/kiiW Ang.$, Mnr<ffiison. ' 

1808 , 'lh.'W:^loia in-' the 'Chop, of the 
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Ms resuming the employment, and pretending by a jnggle between 
him and Macpherson in wording tlie resolution, that he had not 
resigned it when he went home, which is contrary to all the rules 
of the service and highly prejudicial to it, and above all, his rank 
of Colonel and his deliberative seat at the Supreme Council, are to 
me matters of very serious concern and mortification. 

The real rank of Colonel by the Act of 1784, he cannot legally 
have ; but it has hurt me very much when I am ordered to take 
away that rank from such men as Colonels Macleod, Floyd, Stuart,^ 
and Elphinstoiie,^ to notify a yonng captain, even as a nominal 
Colonel, who never did a day's military duty in Ms life that I ever 
heard of. 

His deliberative seat with the power of recording his ojyinions, 
as it for the time undoubtedly i makes Mm a member of the 
Supreme Board, is I conceive, absolutely illegal, for he is not 
duly appointed a member of Council, and cannot by law ; as ho is 
not a civil servant, and the Council is by Act of Parliament 
restricted to a G-ovcrnor-General and three Counsellors. It makes 
besides, a total want of confidence in the members of Government, 
and after the unwearied, and I trust, the successful pains that I 
have taken to regulate and chock the military expenditure, is in 
the greatest degree insulting and degrading to them. The pre- 
cedent is taken from a most infamous job that was done before the 
Supreme Government was established by law, for a very great 
raseal, and in the most rascally times. . . . 

I must earnestly request for your own sake, as well as the 
satisfaction of the anny, and the credit of this Government, that 
his arank of colonel and his deliberative seat may, if possible, be 
recalled. I shall state my objections to both, but with great 
caution and without touching upon their illegality, to the Court of 
Directors. 

Considering my private letters to be addressed to you and 
Mr. Pitt only, I beg you will both be assured that I firmly believe 
nothing was further from your wishes than to occasion any embar- 
rassment to me, and that you are sorry that in four or five months, 
you did not employ some persons to find out whether any vessel 
or overland packet had brought information to any part of Europe, 
of my having committed such an act of levity as marrying Miss 
Pbilpot I am, &c., 

OOBHWALMS. 

^ James Stuart, of Ukir- April, 1S15. 

MI, 73n€ liemmeut, afterwards a Geoewl, ® Lieut.-Colonel Jolm ElpWnstojie, 714 
mi ColoMl 72ud Re^tmentj b. 1739, 4. Regiment, 4 Jtdy 26, 1791. 

TOIi. I. 2 c 
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Earl Cornwallis to* the Court of Directors. 
Calcutta, Nov. 3, 1788 . — See Appendix, No. 21. 


Earl Cornwaltas to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. 4, 1788. 

By tlie letters wliicli came in the ^ Airly Castle,’ it has 
given me pleasure to see that the despatches of the ^ Eavensworth ’ 
have not only been agreeable to the Court of Directors, but con- 
venient to Administration. 

Wishing, as I most cordially do, prosperity to my country and 
credit to its present rulers, I shall feel sincerely happy if any 
efforts of mine can materially contribute to the accomplishment 
of both those objects ; and I have been particularly careful in my 
letters to the Court of Directors, to avoid any expressions that in 
their present humour with the Board of Control, 'might occasion 
embarrassment. 

You will observe that we did not lose time in availing ourselves 
of the advantages which your success in Europe had given us; 
for we received the account of it on the 1st of April, and Captain 
Kennaway began his journey to Hydrabad in the beginning of 
May. My friend Sir Archibald saw more difficulties and dangers 
than I did on this occasion, but I was too strongly convinced of 
my being in the right, to give up my opinion to any man. It will 
be a great reMef to me to have got over this unpleasant business of 
the G-untoor, which has been a weight upon my mind ever since I 
have been in India. 

By fairness of dealing and a proper attention to our dignity, we 
have brought the Marattas to propose to us the very thing that I 
was last year so strongly urged from Madras, to ask' of them. 
Although it is rather Aoluminous, I must hope you will read 
over the correspondence between Mr. Malet and myself. You 
vull, I am sure, agree with me in thinldng that his able cond]ict 
and unremittecl attention deserve particular notice. 

My inclination not to thwart the Marattas in their views upon 
Gingera^ will not, perhaps, be popular at Bombay, where old 

' Gtogfera, or Jingeera, a small island In 1762 Yakoot got possession of the 
strongly fortified, ft the Rarbour of Dhunda goveiument, to the prejudice of Soedee Afidool 
, It had long been held, sometimes Rahim, who was snpposed to be the rightful 
■Witih,. "^^Iderable possessions on the. main heir. The former was supported by the &g- 
laini,, hf' h '^mily of African descent, icalled’ lish, the latter by the Rfshwa,i»t ;Vhpsi«e cotet 
S^ede^' who',3M maintdi^ed themselves pria- he took refuge. A cdmprtteiie betwe^i the 
and' thopgh offew att^clced rStal' chi#, was n#ie,hT as to the 

hy &e .had beep* shhdued* fritnre possepipn of the'statev Rut ",it was not 
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prejudices remain, long after tlie causes of tliein have ceased ; but 
in tlie present circumstances of the Siddec family I do not see that 
we have any right to interfere, and I thipk we go full as far as wo 
ouglit, in requiring a provision for Balia Meah and liis brother, 
after they have voluntarily put tliemselves under the protection of 
the Marattas, 

You may be assured that I shall act with caution about 
Salsette, and make no final agreement without a reference to the 
Court of Directors- From the proposal which Nana has made for 
the exchange of it, I cannot believe that he is in earnest about it. 

The indignit]^ to which Maepherson patiently submitted in 
March, 1786, from the Eajah of Cherika, encouraged him, or 
rather Tippoo through his means, to take from tlie settlement of 
Tollicherry by force tlie island of Darniapatain in June last. < That 
affair is now 1 hope, in a way of being amicably and honourably 
settled, and then 1 should bo very glad to get rid of Tollicherry 
itself. That place is not now of the smallest use to our commerce ; 
it is impossildo, as I understand, to penetrate into Tippoo’s couiitry 
dirc3(itly from thonco ; and altliough it nnido a long defence last 
war from b(iing very ill attacked, yet it is so weak a post, 
as to bo for ever liable to bo carried by a coup-de-main, and 
the ground lies so iiiconvomontly, that even if it was woith the 
expense it would be impossible to make it a place of strength. 

There have been frequent alarms about Tippoo’s designs on 
Travancoro, and the Rajah has been very much frightened. He 
applied to Sir Arcliibald for some of our officers to discipline his 
troops, but to that proposal I gave the most determined ruigative, 
as that measure has evorywhore in this country been the source of 
the grossest iniquity. Sir Archibald is however of opinion, that ii‘ 
we could get rid of Tellicherry, it would bo advisable to fix a 
station for three or four native battalions on the sea line, near and 
just witliin the frontiers of the Travancoro country, where, he says, 
the position would be so strong, that it would be difficult for 
Tippoo’s whole force to molest them, and of course that it would 
effectually secure the Rajalds territories. . . . 

We go on very well with the French, and I have had a friendly 
correspondence with General Conway he professes not to intrigue 

IjonouraWy carried out, as Aljdaol Rahim ai June 6, 1791, gava, TOd$r the gtmrantee of 
his deatii in 1784, bequeathed, in contra- Uic Company, Balloo M«h and hi« brother 
veutiou of the amwgemontfi, the prmcipality a, tract of land near Snrat, for which they 
to hi !4 eldest son, Ablool Kureem Khan, suTOndewd all ckim on their pcitrmionial 
commonly <‘all(d Balloo Meah, th® |»oi’aon estates. The Peshwa obtaii!e<l ]>osstwion of 
inontioncd in the text. Alter much Mgotia- all on tha main land, but the independenoo t»f 
tion, and some porlkly on the part of tha the little island' of Chngera suryirotl the 
Maratlms, the latter hy an agreement aigited empire of the Pcshwiw. 

2 2 
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with the native powers. Although I may not give implicit faith 
to that assertion, I have no reason to believe that he has any desire 
at present, to begin any mischief in tins country. I have likewise 
just received a very civil letter from the Governor of Batavia, 
who declares himself a friend to the present Government in Hol- 
land, and very desirous of cultivating an amicable intercourse with 
the English. You may depend on my doing my part, and pre- 
venting as much as I can our eastern traders from getting into any 
disputes with the Dutch. . . . 

The loss of poor Cathcart is a very serious misfortune. I wish, 
as the object of his embassy was quite public in India, that it could, 
in the event of his death, have been entrusted to some other per- 
son ; but I take it for granted that you had reasons for determining 
otherwise. . , . 

I hope your treaty with Spain is in a good way. Two mer- 
chants came this year from Manilla, and brought dollars : I paid 
them aE possible attention, and told them if they did not like to 
borrow colours another time, I should, in spite of an obsolete 
treaty, show respect to those of Spain. I wish you would look into 
that old treaty prohibiting their coming into our Indian ports, and 
see if it cannot be altered. . . . 

I never had any conversation or private correspondence with 
you on the subject of the Nabob of Arcot’s creditors, yet I can 
have no doubt that we must tliink alike about them, and that you 
only consented that their fraudulent and infamous claims should 
be put into any course of payment, because you could not help 
ii I have thoroughly supported Sir Archibald and I think the 
arguments in my minute are incontrovertible. We have sent 
home Paul Benfield,^ but whilst the senior counsellor is a prin- 
cipal creditor, the cause wEl not want support. You may make 
the wisest laws, and send out the ablest instructions for the 
government of India, but they will be of little service unless you 
can get good governors, and a proportion, at least, of good coun- 
sellors. This you will ever find to be the most difficult part of 
your business. ^ I am frightened about Medows ; he has begun by 
a most precipitate act,^ which will prejudice every man in the 

* Paul BeEfield, b. 1740, d. April, 18X0, for Cdcldade, Oct. 1780 to Mai*ch, 1784; 
at Paris, m narrow circumstances; m. Maiy for Malmesbury, Jan. 1790 to Feb. 1792; 
mrnm, dau. of Henry Swinburne, Esq., of then for Shaftesbury to June,* 1802. He was 
HeiMterley, the author. His connexion with considered one of the Nabob^s six members. 
theXabob of ^Arcot, and^ his lai-ge, probably ^ He had appoint©! three King’s officei*s 
not y^ry, Intimate, claims upon the latter, to staff appointments, which could only be 
were before Parliament on several held by Company’s officers. The com- 

occa«ow,ythe esaped all smious animad- spondence with Lord Cornwallis is: missing, 
Ter«^. . m, ajartner^ in the that with Colonel Ross exists. ' * 

wdi-knownhotwrf Boyd and 'BenMd. M.F. 



1788. 


INDIA. 


889 


Company’s service against Iiim, and wMcli shows that he has not 
been at the trouble to inform himself of the most common rules 
of the service. I enclose a copy of the letter which I have 
written to him on the subject ; and if I find when he gets to 
Madras, that he is not inclined to apply himself to business, I will 
advise him to ask leave to return. 

I doubt your being able to persevere in the military line in 
your choice of governors. I love Abercromby,^ and know bim to 
be a man of the strictest honour and integrity, but unless I should 
be encouraged by very good accounts from Bombay, I should have 
great doubts of his succeeding in the ticklish and complicated 
government of Madras. The properest man by far amongst my 
military friends for an East India governor is Colonel Fox, and if 
he was to come to Bengal in the months of August or Sep- 
teml)er, ’90, I would make him pretty much master of the business 
of this country, by the 1st of January, 1791. There would 
however, be a difficulty about his being Commander-in-Chief, if 
any of the other governors were sonions to him in the army, and 
it couhl only bo remedied by their submitting to let him have 
superior local rank. I have before mentioned the names of some 
others, and particularly Colonel Thomas Dundas, and I really do 
not know whom to add to my list 

I am not without my cares about our council here. I fear 
Mr. Shore^s bad health will drive him home this year ; he is so 
reduced that I hardly dare press him to stay. In that event, I 
must recommend in the strongest manner that Mr. J. Duncan may 
succeed him; and I shall certainly call him into council after 
Shore’s departure, if Maepherson’s vacancy should be notified to 
us without any successor being appointed, although it would grieve 
me to take him this year from Benares. Next to Shore, he is by 
far the ablest man in the revenue line, and, indeed the fittest in 
every respect. The only person senior to him in that line who 
could have been thought of has almost entirely lost Ms eyesight, 
and has not been able to attend tlxe Board of Eevenue for the last 
twelvemonth. ... 

My most woiihy and valuable friend Mr. Chaides Grant can, 
I fear, on no account be prevailed on to stay longer tban next 
year; indeed, I believe it is only in conseciuence of my earnest 
entreaties that he remains so long. If he could be tempted by 
being a Supreme OomiBellor, to superintend the Oompany’s com- 

I afterwOTtfe Ocnewil Sir Robert H<J was ta.kea at Torktowii with Lord Com- 

Aheroromhy, Colcmel 75th Kegimeot ; waJHs. M.P. for the cowaty of Chwkmanmn 

k Oot. 1740, <L uamarri^, Nov. 3, 1827, from Feb. 1798 to June, 1802. 
heiag theo the Smior General ia the service. 
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mercial concerns for a year or two beyond the period which ho has 
fixed for retiring, my duty would oblige me to name him before 
Larkins, and the latter would be reasonable enough to see the 
necessity. . . . 

Poor - — is, I think, the weakest man I ever met with in 
any public station ; he sits like an automaton when all public 
business is transacted, and Arould do more harm in the Government 
in six months, tliaii I have been able to do good in two years. He 
has no will of his own, and his friends are unluckily the worst 
men in the settlement ; hut, although we are on very good terms, 
he is too much afraid of me to venture now to take any part in 
their fovour. 

Yon will see by the returns, that I guessed pretty right about 
the Company’s officers going into the King’s service. I am sorry 
likewise to observe that I was more in the right than you, about 
the remittances that were to bo made from Bengal to the other 
presidencies. This produces an important question which I wish 
to submit to the serious consideration of yourself and Mr. Pitt. Of 
what use is the civil establishment at Bombay ? I should conceive 
that a small factory there, and another at Surat from the Bengal 
or Madras establishments, w^ould answer every purpose. Although 
we have appropriated the whole surplus revenue of Benares and 
Bahar to the support of Bombay, we are obliged to send many lacs 
thither from Calcutta. . . . 

Why we should have a council, and senior and junior mer- 
chants, factors, and writers, to load one ship in the year and to 
collect a very small revenue, appears to me perfectly incompre- 
hensible. It is nearly an equal absurdity, though upon a smaller 
scale, to have an establishment that costs near 40,000Z. a-year at 
Bencoolen, to facilitate the purchase of one cargo of pepper. It 
is however asserted, that Bencoolen pays its own expenses, and, 
altliough I may doubt the fact, I am not prepared absolutely to 
deny it. No material reduction of expense or increase of revenue 
can take place in Bengal, nor I believe at Madras ; perhaps the 
Northern Circars might be better managed, but I fear the failure 
of the payments from the Nabob of Arcot and Eajah of Tanjore 
is much more certain. Unless therefore we can make some con- 
siderable reductions at the other settlements, how are we to grow 

OoENWAlilS, 
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Earl Cornwallis to tiijs Secret Committek 

Fort William, Nov. 4, 1788.-- Appendix, No. 22. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Richt Hon. William Pitt. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. Q, 1788. 

Tlie accounts which you will receive by this conveyance, 
of our affairs in India, will I trust, on the whole, prove satisfactoiy 
to you. 

The state of our finances, and the great remittances from 
B(3ngal to the other settlements, form the most disagreeable part 
of our despatches. I have mentioned to Dundas what appeal’s 
to me the only resourced The prospect of so great a change may 
at first sight appear rather too bold ; but some measure must be 
adopted that will operate elfcctually. No reduction can be made 
in the civil establishment of Bengal that would in reality promote 
economy, — those persons who hold offices of great labour and great 
r(.\s])onsibi1ity must be well paid, or they will for the most part 
betray tlieir trust; and I do not think Sir J. Maepherson's plan 
of striking off 1000 rupees from a man’s salary and adding 1200 
to his establLshmont, will enrich the state; although hy summing 
up all that is taken away, without mentioning the , additions^ it 
might send the Directors in great good humour from Leadenhall 
Street to the London Tavern, 

I have reflected most seriously, and have conversed with the 
most sensible men in this country, on the utility of the civil 
(istablishmont at Bombay, and I am perfectly convinced that the 
Company derive no benefit from it. I sec tw^o material obstacles 
to the abolition of it : the unwillingness of the Court of Directors 
to lose the. appointment of so many writers, and the difficulty of 
overcoming prejudice and ancient habits. I am bowerer well 
assured, that it will receive from you and Mr. Dundas the Iffiost 
candid and attentive consideration. 

You will he concerned to see what I have been obliged to say 
to Mr, Dundas about my friend Medows ; I hare indeed been most 
severely mortified. It may have the appearance of presumption 
in me to say it, hut I really do not know where you will find 
governors ; and unless those at least of Bengal and Madras will 
apply in earnest to the business of the country, our Asiatic pos- 
sessions cannot prosper, Mr. Dundas’s ’idea of military men, and 
uniting the command, is a good one so long as military men can 


’ See despatch, Nov. 4. 
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be found who are fit for it ; but from my knowledge of the army, 
I cannot encourage you to suppose that it will furnish you with 
extensive choice. 

I have had great advantages, and, besides the able and tho- 
roughly upright assistance of Mr. Shore, I have given up my whole 
time and attention to business, and yet I have much to learn. 

My wish that you should be perfectly prepared with a proper 
successor, has induced me to enter so fully on this subject. I 
would not condemn Medows entirely for one inadvertent act ; he 
may do well, and prove himself fit for the office of Goveriior- 
General, but it is certainly very doubtful. If he should not 
succeed, "I know no military man who is so likely to make a good 
Governor-General as Colonel Pox You will see by my letter to 
Mr. Dimdas that some military difficulties would attend his ap- 
pointment, and perhaps there may be other circumstances that 
would render it improper.^ 

It might therefore be advisable, that you should look about 
for a Governor-General among your friends in the civil line. 
Any person with a good constitution, not much above 35, might 
reasonably expect to be able to hold the office long enough to 
save from his salary a very ample fortune. This he may accom- 
plish in a few years in the most honourable manner. But to do 
justice to you and to his country, he must divest himself of every 
idea of patronage. 

The climate here has had so little effect upon me, that I have 
great reason to hope that I shall be able to stay here till the 
beginning of January, 1791, the period for which I engaged. My 
time of life, and many other weighty considerations, render my 
longer continuance in India impossible. 

As I am sm^e you feel as much interested as I do for the future 
success of the affairs of this country, I beg leave to suggest, that 
if ypu could send me a successor of abilities and character three 
or four months before my departure, I think I could give him such 
infoimation both as to men and measures, as would prove most 
materially useful to him. j 

Cornwallis. 

^ Colonel Fox wa® yomtiger brother to Indian matters, threw difficulties in the way 
Charles Fox, and though they dilFered in of the nomination of the former to so high a 
po|iti<«,' the part by the latter on post. 
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The Govebjj^oe-General in Council to the Court of Dieectobs. 
Fort William, Nov. 6, 1788. — S^e Appendix, No. 23. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Marquis of Lansdowne. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Nov. 10, 1788. 

I return you many thanks for your letters of the 5th and 
8th of April, and am very glad my friend Motteux did not prevail 
upon you to send duplicates, which in time of peace is very 
unnecessary, unless you were to send bills of exchange, or some 
intelligence of very serious moment. 

Everything here looks perfectly pacific ; I have had a most 
friendly correspondence with Monsieur de Conway, who I really 
believe at present does not wish to stir up any mischief. And we 
have got the Guntoor, which we have so long claimed from the 
Nii^aiu, without any danger of quarrelling with him, and without 
offending his friends and allies the Marattas, who declared to 
Mr. Malot, our Kesident at Poouah, and to the Nizam himself, that 
they thouglit our claims were founded in justice, and that they, 
ought to bo complied with. We have had no accounts of the war 
betweem the two Imperial Crowns and the Porte, but I conceive 
that the former must succeed. 

I am most sincerely sorry for the sufferings of poor Hastings. 
It is not fair to judge his conduct many years ago by the temper 
of the present times; he has certainly many great and amiable 
qualities, and he has been unfairly and cruelly persecuted. 

The j^easing accounts I have heard from all quarters of Lord 
Wycombe give me the greatest satisfaction, and I most sincerely 
congratulate you upon the prospect of his turning out everything 
you could wish. I beg you will be so kind as to present my best 
respocts to liim. . I am, &o., 

OORSrWALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

♦ 

Dear Sir, Oaioutta, not. it, itss. 

. , , The success of the negotiation has in every respect 
been equal to my most sanguine expectations. I could not indeed 
have wished for a speedier or a happier issue of the most im- 
portant object of your mission, the surrender of the Circar. And 
although it would have been more pleasant to have concluded the 
whole busiiKjss at once, aecoi’ding to your liberal proposal, yet it 



394 


LOED CORNWALLIS. 


Chap. X, 


will be so easy for tis to state the unreasonableness of His High- 
ness’s claims, that I haye no doubt, after we receive an account of 
the collections usually realised, we shall be able to prove in the 
clearest manner, that by offering 8,30,000 rupees, we go beyond 
the strict letter of any treaty or obligation whatever. . . . 

I shall receive the Nizam’s vakeel with civility; the circum- 
stahce of his sending one for the first time to Calcutta immediately 
after his surrender of the Circar, will not tend to discredit us in 
Hiiidostan ; and it may perhaps be convenient to both powers, to 
aj)pear to be more connected than we really are ; to His Highness 
it will probably be of substantial service, and this I think you may 
cautiously hint, when an opportunity offers, in your conversations 
with him or his minister. 

The Poonah Government, Scindia, and the Eajah of Berar, 
have all expressed their sense of the justice of our demand, and 
their satisfaction at the Nizam’s ready compliance. 

I wish you to use every prudent means to establish a corre- 
spondence in Tippoo’s country ; I know it to be very difficult, but 
a favourable opportunity may offer, and in that event I w^ould not 
. be sparing of expense. . . . 

I have received a letter for the Nizam, from Mr. Hastings, 
excusing himself from any neglect in endeavouring to procure an 
answer to His Highness’s letter, which was transmitted to His 
Majesty. 

Mr. Hastings has submitted to me the propriety of delivering 
his letter, to which I see no objection. You will therefore present 
it to His Highness, if you are of the same opinion ; but you may 
defer doing it, if you think it can possibly be attended with any 
inconvenience. I ^m, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


Eabl Cornwallis to Sm Samuel HANNAvd Bart. 

Sin^ Calcutta, Dec. 12, 1788. 

. . . 1 have been favoured with your Jetter dated the 

27th of March, 1788. 

You say in that, letter, that it is perfectly xinderstood in Bng- 
!^ttd, that the Company will not permit the Nabob Vizier to pay 
Ms just debts, and that the resoMtion of the Supreme Board at 
. Williap, not to interfere in the Nabob’s private debts, was 

’ of SfcK&ruija', d. DeOt, 17SK). M.t. for'Cwtord from July, 
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something more than a liint, and almost eqnal to a command to 
]iis Excellency not to pay them* 

It is matter of gTeat surprise to me, that so very extraordinary 
and unwarranted a construction should bo put upon our resolution, 
which undoubtedly conveys neither hint nor command to the 
Nabob, 

I do not know that tliis Government possesses any right to 
order t]i(3 Yizier to pay or not to pay his private debts, nor do I 
believe tlie British Legislature would approve of any such inter- 
ference. But even admitting that an undue influence could be 
exerted, still as those debts, whether just or otherwise^ were cer- 
tainly not contracted either by the order, or in any degree for the 
advantage oftlie Company, I do not iliink it can reasonably be 
ex])eetofl that tliis Government should take any concern in the 
collection of them. j 

OonxwAiiLis. 


EaUC CoilNWALLLS TO SlJl AaOIUBALl) CAMPBELL. 

Dear HjU, Fort WllUm, Dec. 18, 1788. 

I was favoured yesterday with your letter dated the 20tli 
ultimo, and 1 am exceedingly sorry to be obliged to own, that the 
part of it in which you mention your having given a sanction to 
tJie claim of the 73 st Regiment for Madras batta, during their 
abBcnce at Bombay, has given me the most sincere concern. 

fldio inconveniences which the public service suffered during 
the late war, by the discontents which arose from the troops of the 
different Presidencies drawing different allowances, whilst they 
were employed in the same armies and upon the same services, are 
still fresh in the recollection of the military men of this country; 
and the Madras officers in particular, will easily remember how 
galling they felt ‘ their situation, by being exposed to the same 
dangers and fatigues as those belonging to the Bengal establish- 
ment serving in the Carnatic, at the time that their allowances 
wore very inferior. 

Long established usage, the total separation of promotion 
between tbe different establishments, and the local pursuits and 
advantages which the officers look to and sometimes obtain at 
tlunr respective Presidencies, give some kind of plausible pretext 
for continuing tiris exceptionable practice in the Company’s service. 
But the King’s troops have no kind of ground for supporting 
similar ckimn ; they are sent from Eurepci for llic service 
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of India, and tlierefore cannot possibly be considered as belonging 
to any particular establislxment at wbicb they may be for some 
length of time, or accidentally employed. They are subject to 
the same military regulations, and they have the same ultimate 
objects in the service as they have a right to, and expect promo- 
tion in the general list of the army. 

The consequence of putting troops of this description upon 
different allowances at tite same station, and the clamour and 
discontent which must ensue, are so obvious, that it is scarcely 
necessary for me to desire you to consider what your situation 
would be with the King's troops now in the Carnatic, if the 
73rd Eegiment was ordered from hence to that Presidency, and 
if upon the ground of their belonging to this establishment, the 
same allowances were continued to them which they at present 
enjoy in Bengal. 

Upon the principle of the 71st Eegiment belonging to the 
Madras establishment, their right to demand the batta would have 
been the same if they had remained at Bombay, as it is now upon 
their return to Madras ; and if they had received that batta at 
Bombay, I need not point out to your candour and good sense, the 
effects which such a distinction (putting the Company's troops out 
of the question) must have produced upon the 75th and 77th 
Eegiments, and the hardship and embarrassment which they must 
undoubtedly have occasioned to the Governor or Commander-in- 
Chief of that Presidency. 

The objections that I have hitherto stated, are chiefly upon the 
general principle of its being higlily inexpedient to grant any 
partial favour or privilege, which may be productive of a general 
mischief to the service. But we must also recollect, that the agree- 
ment between His Majesty’s ministers and the Company, that the 
King's troops shall only receive equal allowances to those which 
are paid to the Company's Europeans at the Presidency where 
they may happen to be employed, is clear and explicit. And if 
you and I, with both our Councils, were unanimous in passing a 
resolution or in granting any allowances, which militated against 
the principle of this agreement, I am perfectly convinced that we 
should not be able to offer any arguments in support of such a 
measure, that would not be equally reprobated by the King’s 
ininisters and by the Court of Directors. 

If an exception could be admitted to a general as well as so 
n^^'iary;a rule, it could nowhere have been made more to my 

in the^ase of the 71st Ee-giment, for I 
regard', and’ the most favourable opinion of the 
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characters of several of the principal officers, and I know that 
they are entitled to the highest credit for the present good con- 
dition of the discipline of that corps. 

I should gladly attend to your wishes in filling up the vacant 
lieutenancy in your regiment, but I have not quite made up my 
mind upon the propriety of setting aside the two eldest ensigns, 
to whom no blame can possibly be imputed for their having been 
detained in Europe till next season; and I feel very averse to 
bringing back to the King’s service, those volunteers who are 
appointed acting ensigns in the Company’s, and whose situations 
as volunteers are so completely filled in the regiments which they 
have left, j greatest esteem, &c., 

ComsrwALLis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sib, Calcutta, Den. 21, 1788. 

The only material event that has happened since my letter 
dated November 10th, is the death of the Ameer, the Nabob of 
Arcot’s second son. I thought it my duty to take so favourable an 
opportunity for offering my sentiments fully op the affairs of the 
Carnatic, where the Nabob is anticipating his revenues and ruining 
his country, and where, when Ms overstrmned' credit breaks, which 
I am much afraid will soon be Hie ease, we must expect a very 
serious defalcation in our Indian resources. 

I have heard from private letters, that my friend Medows has 
entered very heartily into several branches of the public business, 
and is much esteemed at his present Government. Much will 
depend on the manner in which he takes my letter, and one that 
Ross, who is an old intimate friend of his, wrote to him at my 
request, giving him all proper encouragement, hut stating the 
necessity of his determining to apply to business and to attend to 
tlie forms and rales of the service, representing also that it would 
be necessary that he should make up Ids mind as to his future 
situation,, before the despatch of the last ships of the season. 

I am, &c., 

CoBNWAnms. 

fjAHh COENWALLIS TO THE HON. AND RXCHT ReV. THE BlSHOT OE SALISBURY J 

My dear LoED, C«acutte, Dec. 27, 1788. 

In giving such an answer to your letter as you might lay 
before the Committee, I felt myself under great difficulties, lest on 

^ How. Shuto Barriuj^lou. 
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tlie one hand I should appear lukewarm in an. uiidortakiiig, in 
whichj if it was practicable, I should most earnestly wish to 
distinguish myself, and on the othei*, lest I should encourage too 
sanguine hopes, where I must acknowledge I see no probability of 
success. 

The temptations have hitherto proved so irresistible, that since 
we have held extensive possessions in India, I believe there are but 
few instances of Europeans liaving acquired an influence at the 
courts of the native princes, without converting it to the most 
interested purposes ; and tlie natives, with a strong propensity to 
intrigue, are so little capable of distinguisliing the real objects of 
Government, and the diflbrent gradations of rank amongst ns, that 
if preceptors were recommended by the Governor-General to sove- 
reigns or principal zemindars, they would infallibly consider them 
as people of groat importance, and endeavour by the most alluring 
offers, to engage their support against the influence or power of the 
Company’s Eesidents or Collectors, in the districts to which they 
might be appointed. 

It is likewise urged as an objection to teacliing the natives 
English, that it would weaken the necessity which the Company’s 
servants now feel, of instructing themselves in the languages of the 
country, by which means, unless we coxild suppose it possible to 
make English the universal language throughout our extensive 
territories, the collectors of revoimo, judges, and ofllcors of 
Government, stationed in the distant provinces, would be in the 
hands, and at the mercy, of the few individuals who could interpret 
for them. 

The pride and bigotry of the Mussulmon, and the dreadful con- 
sequences to themselves and their families for ever attending the 
loss of caste to the Hindoos, must in my opinion provo insuperable 
bars to any material progress in the propagation of the Christian 
religion. 

The success of the Portuguese Missionaries on the Malabar 
coast, does not hold out any very encouraging prospect to us, as 
their converts are the poorest and most contemptible wretclms in 
India. 

B is likewise a matter for serious consideration, how far the 
imprudence or intemperate zeal of one teacher might endanger a 
Goyexmment, which owes its principal support to a native army 
composed of men of high caste, whose fidelity and affections we 
'biSfeWfe hitherto secured, by an unromitted attention' not- to -offend, 
scruples and superstitions. , - , ■ r:, , ' ' 

, ' ' I have, &c., 

COBHWALrUS. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 


Lord Cornwallis intends to return to England — Alliances with Native Princes — 
Ptevision of Military Establishments — General tranquillity of Hindustan — 
Gloomy aspect of aifairs in England — The King’s illness — The Eegency 
Bill — Sweeping changes expicctcd from tbe Pegeiicy — Tlic King’s recovery — 
Congratulations of Indian Princes — Lord Cornwallis’s opinion of Sir John 
Maepherson — Movements of Tij)poo Sultaun. 


No striking event occurred during this year, as the tranquillity of 
Hindustan was undisturbed. Lord Cornwallis was therefore able 
to direct his wliole attention to tlie internal affairs of the country. 
Convinced that this tranquillity would he peruianent, he a-nnounced 
his determination to return to England in Januaiy, 1701; hut 
urged tlie necessity of appointing a proper successor, without which 
he expressed his conviction, that all his labours would prove to have 
boon totally wasted. 

Much correspondence passed both about investments for the 
home market, and about the supply of articles from India for the 
Canton market As these subjects axe connected solely with the 
affairs of the East India Company as merchants — a character which 
it no longer possesses— nearly all the papers bearing on this ques- 
tion have been omitted. 

The reluctance which Lord Cornwallis felt to enter into alliances 
with native princes, arose more from the prohibition contained in 
the 24 Geo. III. than from any belief on his part that they would, 
if prudently made, be injurious to British interests. Mr. Dundas 
seenls to have considered that Lord Cornwallis had perhaps inters 
preted the Act somewhat too strictly, and ho was not unwdling to 
encourage more intimate relations than had hitherto been considered 
advisable. The aggression of Tippoo on the last day of the year 
rendered all speculations unnecessary, and compelled the Company 
to enter into various close alliances. But this belongs to the en- 
suing year. 

As all the suggestions made by Lord Cornwallis, in regard to 
the revision of the military establishments, were adopted, the pro- 
gress in those arrangements, though slow, was highly satisfa<{tory to 
Mm ; but he was not so successful in his attempts to put an entire 
stop to the system of receiving presents from native princes. The 
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valne of tliese presents was reduced to an amount wliich could 
hardly be considered as sufficient for a bribe ; and many of the 
Eesidents, of whose uprightness and honour no doubt could be 
entertained, assured Lord Cornwallis that the refusal of all gifts 
was so at variance with the habits of the country, that it would be 
considered offensive by the Sovereigns who tendered them. By the 
regulations now in force, all presents, except those of very trifling 
value, are deposited in the Treasury of the Company, by whom 
gifts of corresponding amount are provided in return. 

The acquisition of Cuttack in exchange for Salsette was still 
kept in view, but with slight hope of success ; nor was Lord Corn- 
wallis very eager on the subject, as he was little anxious to augment 
the extent of British territories. Tliis question, and a dispute 
between the Vizier and Sindia, were almost the only two points 
which, in the course of this year, gave rise to any interference with 
native princes. 

A settlement of the province of Bahar was also nearly com- 
pleted — much, as Lord Cornwallis states, to the satisfaction of the 
Zemindars. He further prevailed on the Eaja, or rather the 
Zemindar^ of Benares (for he had really no higher rank), to con- 
sent to many most important changes, both in the management of 
that territory and in the duties levied therein. In fact, as Lord 
Cornwallis says in a letter dated December 7, everything appeared 
to be in as good a train as the most sanguine persons in England 
could expect ; and I see no danger for this country so long as they 
can find proper Governors, and Ministers like the present, who will 
not impose jobs upon them.^’ But a cloud burst at the very close 
of the year, though Lord Cornwallis was not aware of the storm till 
the following January. 

The aspect of affairs in England had at one time borne a very 
gloomy appearance. The illness of the King in the autumn of 1788 
led to a Eegency Bill, the discussions on which are too well known 
to require any notice here. Lord Cornwallis, indeed, had little 
time for anxiety on the subject ; for the news of the King's recovery 
reached him very shortly after he had heard of his illness. There 
exists a large mass of letters written to him during that period, 
some from Ms personal and political friends, detailing the events 
as they occurred, others from partizans of the Prince of Wales, ex- 
cusing the votes they had given. Some of the most interesting 
hate been selected for pnblication, occasionally omitting names, or 
suppressing passages which reflect in no measured terms on the 

Karryata, tiepbew of Choyt Sejit,. 14, 17B1, tliongh then a wiiiior; 4 
Sins: elevatftd to that TOsition bf ibo Endi«li lii, 1705, 



1789. 


INDIA. 


401 


clmracters and conduct of individuals, and impute motives on no 
better foundation, it is to be hoped, than the reports of the day or 
the violence of party feeling. 


Earl Cornwallis to Yiscottnt Brome. 

My dearest Charles, Calcutta, Jan. 11, 1789. 

Although when I wrote last I could hardly flatter myself 
with hearing from you by this time, yet I cannot help lamenting 
that my last accounts of you were dated nine months ago, and that 
I had the mortMcation to find by them that you were still an 
invalid. It is in vain however to dwell u|)on grievances that we 
cannot remedy, let us look forward to that happy day when we 
shall meet, and when, if I find you well, I am sure I shall find you 
in every respect just what my fondest heart could wish. 

I can send you no news from hence that can either amuse or 
interest you, my life at Calcutta is perfect clockwork ; I get on 
horseback just as tbo dawn of day begins to appear, ride on the 
same road and the same distance, pass the whole forenoon after my 
return from riding, in doing business, and almost exactly the same 
poi'tion of time every day at table, drive out in a phaeton a little 
before sunset, then write, or roaej over letters or papers of business 
for two hours, sit down at nine with two or three GflScers of my 
family to some fruit and a biscuit, and go to bed soon after the 
clock strikes ten. I don’t think the greatest sap at Eton can lead 
a duller life than this. Give my best compliments to Mr. Hayes, 
and bo assured that I am and ever shall be 

Your most truly affectionate Father, 

Cornwallis. 

If. B. H. THE Duke of Yoex to Earl CoawALm 

[RcoeiTed Jaa. t780.} 

My DEAE LobD, ^ ' London, July 26, 1788. 

It is ivitb. tlie greatest pleasure that I take the opportunity 
of tho ‘ Swallow ’ Packet to acknowledge the reo^pt of Your Lord- 
ship’s two la^ Yory obliging Letters, by which I ana rejoiced to see 
that You arc pleased with the present situation of affairs in India- 
As for tho account which You gire of the State of the European 
Troops in the S®vice of the Oompany, it grieves me, though it does 
not in the least astonish me, as It is totally impossible that they 
cau bo otherwise than tho riffraff of London Streets got together 
VOL. 1. 2 o 



402 


LOED COENW ALLIS. 


Chap. XL 


by the Crimps, and the Gleanings of the different Gaols. The 
Officers are in general, young men, who have ruined themselves, 
and are obliged to fly their Country, or very low people who are 
sent out to make their fortunes, and who will therefore stick at 
nothing in order to gain money. I have no doubt however, that 
through Your Lordship’s Good management and prudence, You will 
he able, in time, to make great alterations Tor the better oven in 
this, though I must confess that the only real way of getting rid 
of all this inconvenience at once, would be to destroy the Com- 
pany’s troops, and have nothing but King’s troops, indeed it is 
quite ridiculous, that there should be two compleatly different 
services, in a Country which acknowledges the same Sovereign, 
and that a Company of Merchants should have been to all intents 
and purposes for so many years, the Kings of so immense a tract 
of Country. 

I have no doubt that Your Lordship will not regret the reduc- 
tion of the four troops of Horse Guards, and Horse Grenadiers as 
they were the most useless and the most unmilitary Troops that 
over were seen. I confess that I was a little sorry for the Horse 
Grenadiers because they were to a degnee Soldiers, but the Horse 
Guards were nothing but a collection of London Tradespeople, 

If the two new Eegiments keep exactly to the Standard which 
they have settled they will be the finest bodies of men that ever 
were seen, the tallest not to exceed six foot one the shortest five 
feet eleven. 

As for publick news Your Lordship will already have heard of 
the great Amity which has subsisted between us our Court and the 
new King of Prussia ever since His accession to the Crown and 
which has within these few days been strengthened by the signing 
of a defensive treaty including Holland, So that the first Stone is 
laid for the Great Korthorn Alliance, which We liave so often talked 
of with Ewart, during the time we were at Berlin together. As 
for the Emperor, He has managed His affairs so well, that He has 
drawn Himself into a War with the Turks, where tili now He has 
been worsted in almost every attempt which Ho has made. The 
Empress of Eussia is if possible in a worse Situation as She has 
besides the war with the Turks, two other horrible enemies to con- 
tend with, which are the Plague and Famine, which by aU accounts 
-iiAya reduced Her forces so low that instead of Sending a ;Corps of 
,;||l^.;^pusand men to join the Austrian forces in order to besiege 
only Sk-and-twenty thousand arrived in a serviceable 

f ' ' , . ^ ' 

ms ton by to Fdnw of Coburg, July 20, 1788. 
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State, and after Staying a few days were ordered to return imme- 
diately to Marechal Eomanzoff's^ Army, as they liad lost such a 
considerable number of men by disease, rrance is torn to pieces 
by internal dissensions. That spirit which She had been so suc- 
cessfully trying to promote among the Americans, has broke out in 
Her own Country and in spite of everything, which is done, appears 
rather to increase, than to diminish they are obliged to have their 
troops, and are said to be forming two Camps in order to keep 
their own Provinces in order and Subjection. In short, the present 
situation of this Country appears to he more flourishing and more 
truly great than ever it has been since the Peace of Sixty-three. 
All our enemies are engaged and ai*6 ruining themselves piece- 
meal, While We and our Allies are daily gaining strength and 
riches. 

I am afraid My Dear Loi’d You will already bo sufficiently 
tired with this long Serawi, I shall therefore conedudo. Pray write 
as otton as ii is conYcnioDt, and believe mo ever. My Dear Lord, 

siueercly yours, 

Pkujjebick. 


PiioM THE Seorkt Committee to the GovmNOR-GjBNi<|iAL and OotJNCiii 

IN Bengal. 

[Secret] Received Jan. 22, 1780. 

My LOEI), East ladia Hmiso, July 31, 1788. 

. . . Wo liavo already expressed our full approbation of 

your conduct towards the native Princes in general ; wo feel the 
force of your reasoning in both points of view ; at tbo same time 
wo wish a continuance of our former pacific system, and an adbe- 
ronoe to the instructions wo have formerly given. If at any tim^ 
on account either of Indian or European politics, we may see cause 
to deviate from that system, we shall take the earliest opportunity 
of detailing our sentiments at large. For instance, any strict 
union of France, either with Tippoo Sultan or the Mahrattas, would 
naturally force us into other aUianoes which might enable us to 
counteract it 

With respect to Tippoo’s embassy to the Court of France, we 
can only advise at present of their arrival in that kingdom, and 
that His Majesty’s Ministers are taking the necessary measures to 

1 Fkrre AlexiwidrowitcL, Comte de Eo- of tibe oldest EwiAti families, and Lad mn 
mtiiwl'*, a Fie]d**MA»lial, L* about 1730, d- mudi service. 

Deo. 17, 1796. He was descended from one 

2 D 2 
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discover and defeat the object of their mission. The Court of 
France, whilst they are treating these deputies with every demon- 
stration of respect and courtesy, as is the custom of that Court upon 
such occasions, have given assurances that no negotiation is in- 
tended, on their part, hostile to our interest. 

We are, &C .5 


Mrs. Cornwallis to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Jan. 22, 1789.] 

My bear Lord, Seymour Place, June 19, 1788. 

. . . Mr. Slioridaid summed up the evidence upon the 
second charge against Mr. Hastings in a speech wliicli lasted three 
days, and finally closed that business on Friday last, the 18th inst., 
for this Session. His speech was reckoned a most wonderful one 
yon will of course have it sent you. In the way this tryal has 
hitherto gone on, it may last years. It has been a most fatiguing 
business, jiarticularly to the Chancellor, whose attention and 'im- 
partiality has been the admiration of all parties. lie was ill one 
day, and Lord Bathurst^ was forced to take his place. The con- 
trast, to be sure, was very remarkable. 

I forget whether! have mentioned Lady Anne Wesley^ lately. 
She turns out a very fine girl, and has been much admired this 
winter, but I don’t hear of any match for her yet Her brother 
Arthur,^ instead of going with Ids regiment to the East Indies, has 
made an exchange, and is now Aide-de-Camp to the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Ireland — a much w^orse thing for him in my opinion. . . . 

Lord Mansfield has at last resigned, and Sir Lloyd Kenyon 
succeeds him. Pepper Arden is Master of the Eolls. The appoint- 
ment of the Duke of Leinster^ to that office in Ireland, upon Mr. 

^ Right Hon. RiclimU Brmaley SbmJnn, b. of the Coinmon INeas from May 2, 1754, till 
Sept., l75^, (1. July 7, 1816 ; m. 1st, Mai'ch, Jan. 23, 1771, when he was made Chancellor, 
1772, Miss Llizabeih Lizdey; 2nd, April 27, and ci’eatod Lord Apsloy, having been one of 
1795, ^Isfher Jazze Ogle, only daughter of the Commissioners of tlze Great Sezd during 
the Dean of Winchester, M.P. for StalTord the previous year. On resigning the Clmn- 
from Oct. 1780 to 1800; Westminster to celtohip, June 3, 1778, he was made Presi- 
1807, and Ilchester to 1812; Under Sccre- dent of the Council, and held that o0im till 
tary of State, March to Jizly, 1782; Ti’oa- March 19, 1782. M.P. for Cirencester frozn 
surer of the Navy, Feb. 1800, to Apiil, 1807 ; April, 1735, till he Wiis made a judge. 
Beceiver-Oeneral of the Duchy or Cornwall, ^ Lady Anne Wesley, dan. of Garret, 1st 
1804 till his death. Earl of Momington, b. March 13, 1768, d. 

The B^am speech. Dec. 16, 1B44*, m. 1st, Jan. 4, 1790,' Hon. 

2nd Karl Batlirtrst, b. May. 2, 'Henry Fiteoy, 4th son of Charles, 1st .Lord 
.jO, 1794;. m. ,lsi, Sept. 19, Southampton; 2nd, Aug. 9, 179w, Charles 
T70*c4imc;,4fth/andheir of--« Jam®, Esq., OulUng Smztii, Esq. '' '' ' ' 

Esq,; 2nd, ' ■ ® The Duhe of Wollhzgtonl < , .... '* ^ 
June' Tr^t|etia, Wf of Thomas ^ Will^ Hobert, 2nd'Du|» of Wnster, 
WfehJ'rf'MsaidwA!., A 'pul^c Judge K.?., h. Maroh 13, 1749, d. Oct. 20, 1804; 
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Rigby’s death, is rather a matter of surprise to everybocfe^ He 
must certainly have asked for it, for nobody could have thox%ip^i 
oJEfering it to him. 

The Parliament breaks up next week, when everybody will dis- 
perse. Everything seems to be perfectly quiet, and I hope likely 
to remain so both at home and abroad, at least with regard to oiir- 
s(4vcs. The French are quarrelling amongst themselves. A spirit 
of liberty has gone forth, which however can come to nothing whilst 
the army remains firm to the King. Their interference with us in 
America has taught them a lesson against themselves wliich w^e 
have no reason to be sorry for. . . . 

CJod bless you, my dear Lord. 

liolieve me, &c., 

C. Cornwallis. 

Mr. Oiisdalo has just called licro. Ho tolls mo ho is going to 
mak(i another little tour to Franco this summer. I wish 1 may 
liavci some good news ^ to send him before he comes baclv. 

Right Hox. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Private.] Received Jan. 1789. 

Mv DEAR Lord, WimWedon, July IS, 3788. 

, . . JUy h left AT to you was of date 7th of April, 

1788, since which I lia^e your letters of lf)th of November and 
18th December, 1787, and 7th and 27th January, 1788. 

Many of the topicks discussed in those various letters have 
been already observed upon, either in my former letters to you or 
in the despatches which have gone or are now going by the present 
conveyance. I shall however trouble you with these few lines, to 
advert to some particulars upon which these pubHck despatches 
may bo silent, but of which however it is proper that you should 
be apprised. 

It is scarcely necessary to say much upon the «ubiect of the 
recraiting service. I have intimated to the Chairman that with 
your puhKck letters before us all, and your private letters before 

m. Nov. 4, 3775, Emilia Olivia, dau. and citf of PnLHn from 0<ft. 1767, till lie became 
solo Imir of St. Cleorgc Usliev, only Lord Bt. a peer, Nov. 10, 1773. 

Ofot'gc. ^ Mrs, enniwallis, as widow of the Arch- 

llic olHce of the Master of the Bolk in bishop, had a |ood many options in her gift 5 
Ireland was in those days a aiuoonre. The to one of which, Withingion in CUoucester- 
IHikc of Leinster held it only to July 15, shire, she pmsented Mr* Orisdaie soon after 

1789, when he was dismissed for tho line he the date of this letter, 
took on the Regency (piestion. M.P. for the 



406 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


Chap. XL 


me, it is impossible to omit taking effectual meaBiires for effectuating 
that important object. The Chairman has entreated me to gire 
him a little time for management, and he will get everything put 
to rights. Accordingly, within these few weeks, they have come to 
a resolution to apply for Dover Castle for a depbt for their recruits. 
I do not know how far it will suit the convenience of Government 
to allow them to have it, but I am satisfied they are in earnest to 
bring this business into proper train. I hope they will do it without 
the necessity of any compulsion on my part ; but you may rest 
assured I will watch it very strictly, and not quit the business till 
it is satisfactorily concluded. Your account of the state of their 
European army, contrasted with that of the King’s, has been of 
much use to us in this and many other view^s. 

The Chairman has not yet brought forward Sir John Mac- 
pherson’s business : he will soon, and it will be arranged on the 
footing I foimeiiy wrote to you. . . . 

Agreeable to your request I have read your letter of the 14th 
December to Mr. Mulct, with the proper attentiou. I approve 
entirely of the lino you have proscribed. I think I can discover in 
some of your letters, a feeling that you are too much hampered in 
your power of allying yourself with the Marattas. I am the more 
disi)osod to give you credit for that feeling, because I am free to 
declare it goes very much along with tlic bent of my own mind. I 
feel that an alliance with the Marattas, of the closest kind, is all 
that is requisite to keep the whole world iu awo respecting India. 
The aid of their cavalry seems all that is wanting to make our 
power compleat ; and I think it is highly probable that the restless 
spirit of France, by their intriguing with Tij>poo, will probably give 
us a fair opening to such a connexion ; but unless the prospect of 
hostilities was more immediate than at present appears to be the 
case, I ana still rather disposed to think that it would be better that 
either the hostilities of Tippoo singly, or of him and the French 
jointly, should furnish us with the apology of so oxcluBivo an Indian 
alliance. 

You will hear by this conveyance that we have got a material 
change in one Of the departments of Government. Lord Howe is 
an Earl, and gives up tho Admiralty, and is succeeded by Lord 
Chatham. This circumstance gives a wonderful cement of strength 
aid power to Mr. Pitt's Government, by connecting the Treasury 
gill; Admiralty so closely together. 

Tery Mgh cq;)inion you express of Sir Archibald Campbell's 
higWy satisfactory to me. 1 agree with you and 
^is^wery^iBife treated’ by the Court of Directors, 
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but lie is not singular in that respect. We are all (except your 
Lordship as yet) sliarers in it, and I regret that it seems to have 
hurt Sir Archibald so much as it Las done. I hope, however, it is 
now over ; for after having got the drubbing we gave them in their 
conflict before the House of Commons, on the subject of the four 
regiments, and after having discovered that their own Court of 
Proprietors would not support them against us, I think they are 
grown tolerably quiet and moderate. I shall write to Sir Archibald 
by this ship. I am sorry we are so soon to lose him in India. I 
suppose the Directors will soon come to the measure of appointing 
Medows provisional successor to Sir Archibald, and Abercrombie 
to Medows. Believe jne, &c., 

ITenuy Dundas. 

EyUm CORNWAT.LIS TO VlSCOtTNT BrOIME. 

My dearest Charles, Calcutta, jim. 29, nso. 

The ^Swallow’ packet arrived on the 22nd, and I had the 
infinite happiness of hearing that you was perfectly recovered. . , . 
1 will endeavour to got Scorpio and Aquarius for you, but those 
coins arc very scarce here, and I think it doubtful whether I shall 
suc-oeedd lliey are said to have been coined by a Queen of Delhi 
who reigned only for one day, and who was deposed by the priests 
for coining thorn. The Mahometans are such violent enemies to 
idolatry, that they will not suffer any figures even upon their coins ; 
you may suppose from this that they worship money, but in that 
respect they resemble most other religions. 1 do not however 
seriously believe any part of the story about the Queen, &c. &c. ' 

Your truly affectionate Father, 

OOENWALI^ia 

Eare Cornwallis to the Court of Directobs. 

Honourable Sirs, wimawi, FeR. is, i 789 . 

My time of life and the state of my private affairs have 
rendered it necessary for me to fix a period in my own mind for 
returning to Europe, and I consider it as my indispensable duty to 

1 These coins represent the 12 signs of the and completely governed him. The coins bear 
Zodiac on the obverse, A complete set in the various <lates between 1617 and 1627, which 
thm of Lord Oomwallis cost 2000 rupees, disproves the story of their being struck in 
The story about the queen is told by Taver- one day. Noor MahTs name is, however, on 
nier (Part 2), who believed it. Jehangir, some of them. She is buried in a very mag- 
grandfather of Aurungjsebe, m, in 1611, a nificeni tomb at Lahore, which is still kept in 
beautiful widow, Noor Johan, who took the good repair, 
name of Noor Maid, the Light of the Seraglio, 
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give early notice of my determination on tliat head to your 
Hoiionrable Oonrti that yon may have Ml time to deliberate on 
the choice of my successor in this Government. 

I have, therefore, to acquaint you, that it is my intention to 
resign the Government, and to embark for England in the begin- 
ning of the year 1791, and I am willing to indulge myself in the 
hopes of being able to inform you on my -arrival, that I have left 
your valuable possessions in peace and prosperity, 

I have the honour to be, &c,, 

OOBNW ALLIS, 

EAEL CoKNW ALLIS TO THE ElGHT HOK. HeNEY DuNDAS. 

[Private,] 

DeaE Sib, Calcutta, Fob. 18, 1789. 

As the ^ Dublin,’ the ship now under despatch, is to take in 
a part of its cargo at Madras, I shall postpone answering your 
letters which I received by the ^ Swallow’ packet, or entering into 
any part of the business of this country, until the departure of the 
^Northumberland,’ which ship is to sail directly for England in 
about three weeks, and will probably arrive before the ^ Dublin/ 
Bnt as I consider the appointment of a ^noper successor to the 
Government as a matter of so much greater importance than any 
other, and without which all laws, regulations, and orders are per- 
fectly nugatory, I do not chuse to trust to a single conveyance to 
inform you of what it may be very essential you should know before 
the end of the summer, which is, that Gcm^ral Medows has received 
mine and Colonel Ross’s admonitions with the most perfect good 
humoijr, and that he assures us he is determined to devote bis time 
and attention entirely to the public service during his stay in 
India. I enclose a copy of his letter to me, dated November 2C>, 
and some extracts of what he has said to Ross. 

Knowing as I well do the strictness of his principles and the 
goodness of his parts, I had no fear but of liis treating the whole 
business, and particularly our sovereign lords in Leadenhall -street, 
too lightly ; but as I am now well assured that will not be the case, 
1 do not think that I can deliver the oiEco of Governor-General into 
pa|er and better hands in January, 1791, and I hope you will do all 
yd^,:' can^ tO' soften any censure which the Cornet of Directors may 
jf ,p0ces0ary to pass on his first appointment at Bombay. 

' ' ' ' - ' ' ' 'I am, &c., 

COEHWALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, Fob. 23, 1789. 

Altlioiigli tlie ‘'Nortliumberlaiid’ East Incliaman is to sail in 
o-boiit three weeks directly for England, and will probably amve 
before the “^Dublin,’ which is to take in some part of its cargo at 
Madras, I still cannot suffer the ^ Dublin’ to go without telling you 
that I am well. 

I have by both these ships notified to the Court of Directors 
nay intention to resign in January, 1791, a period to which I often 
cast a longing eye ; but if I get through the next two years as well 
as I have done the two last, I shall have great reason to be satisfied 
with my undertaking. 

I shall bo very impatient for the first ship of the season, to 
know that I have been in time for the purchase of Sir Charles 
Kent’s^ estate. I should most undoubtedly have 'wished both for 
thiit estate and Saxhani;® I think a considerable command and 
extent about a man’s house the greatest comfort he can have if ho 
loves the country, and the difference of throe or four hundred 
pounds a-y(Nir is a very* trifling consideration in competition with it. 
1 am, however, although in this instance I differ a little in opinion, 
most truly sensible and most sincerely grateful to you for all your 
care and attention. We have had a remarkably fine, and cool 
winter, which has a little made up for the excessive heats of Sep- 
tember and October, which are by far the two worst months in the 
year. I have often thought that you would not easily bo prevailed 
upon to lie without any covering, and with windows and doors open 
on every side of the room, to catch every breath of air. 

There is the greatest reason to look forward to a continuance 
of peace ; and I think, in spite of Mr. Erancis,® our finances are in 
no bad state. The income of Bengal exceeds its expenditure by 
above two millions, and although the other Presidencies are a 
groat drain upon us, yet, on the general state of the finances 
tliroughout India, we can without increasing our debts, send home 

^ Sir Charles Kent, Baii., so created Aug. 8, ® afterwards Sir Philip, Francis, K.B., 

1782, 1). 1745, d. March 14, 181 1 ; m. May h. Oct 1740 , d, Deo. 22, 1818; m. twice. 
20, 1771, Mary, dau. and coheir of Jodah His 2iid wife (Deo. 9, 1814) w'as Emma, dau, ^ 
Wordsworth, Esq., of Wordsworth. MV. of the Ret. H. Watkins. M.P. forTarmouth, ’ 
for Thotford from May, 1784, to June, 1790 . Isle of Wight, from May, 1784, to 1790; 
lord Cornwallis did aot buy the estate, Fora- then' for Metehingly to May, 1796, and for 
ham Bt. OeaevicTo, hut it became the pro- Appleby from Nov. 1802 to April, 1807. 
party of Bernard Howard, Esq., afterwards His public and private career arc well kuowu, 
12th Duko of Norfolk. - but his literary reputation mainly rests upon 

® Saiham was bought, hut afterwards ox- the * letters of Junius,^ which alnwst all 
cliftttgcd with Lord Bristol for mutual oouve- whose opinions are cousidcrod of value, concur 
uience. in attributing to him. 



410 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


Chap. XI. 


an investment from the different settlements, which costs us 
1,300,000?., and which will sell in Europe for 2,400,000?., which, 
besides at least a million of profit which the Company receives 
from the China trade, must I think enable them to pay off at least 
a million of their debt annually in England. 

I am, &c., 

COEXWALLIS. 


Eael Cornwalus to C. W. Malet, Esq. 
glKj Fort William, Feb. 23, 1789. 

I was favoured on the 16th inst. with your letter, dated the 
21st ultimo, and Mr. Hay has shown to me your letter to him, 
which ho received about the same time. 

Your zeal and ability in conducting the negotiations with which 
you have been entrusted, and your knowledge of the manners and 
turn of thinking at the Comi; where you reside, will ever induce 
me to give the fullest consideration to any opinions that you 
may offer on those points, with a view to promote the public 
interest. 

I shall therefore weigh very deliberately the arguments and 
propositions which you adduced in your letter to Mr. Hay, in sup- 
port of your recommendation of some relaxation in the orders 
which you lately received against accepting presents, in any form 
or under any pretext, in your intercourse with the Peshwa and the 
Poonah Ministers; and I shall take an early opportunity to convey 
to you my final decision upon them. 

I think it only necessary on the present occasion to answer the 
parts of your letter which relate to the means of forwarding our 
views upon Cuttack. 

The consideration of the value of that province, both to the 
Company and to the Boosla family, offers so many grounds for 
apprehending difficulties in obtaining a voluntary cession of it from 
the Marattas, that I cannot bring myself to be sanguine in the 
hopes of any immediate success to our wishes. But I am clearly 
oonvinoed that our best chance will arise from the eagerness and 
aimety of the Peshwa, and from a constant appearance on our 
p^iof indifference to the event of the negotiation for the pro- 

'^:,i^jj(p.',this principle, I do not wish that any steps shofilff be 
tate#' by you, to prevail upon Ragojeb to consent to the 

cession ; but that fiiie Poonah Ministers should understand that you 
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are instructed to leave all the preliminary parts of the transaction 
entirely to themselves. 

If Eagojee should execute his declared intention of making a 
visit to Pooiiah, the long connexion which has subsisted between 
the Boosla family and this Government, will require that you 
should clearly manifest a disposition to show him marks of par- 
ticular attention and respect. But to avoid giving ground for 
suspicion or jealousy to the Poonah Minister, my wish is that 
you should consult Nana, and even be guided by him, unless you 
should see any very material objection to it, in all steps that you 
take to give public proofs to Eagojee of the consideration in which 
he is held by this Government. 

You will, however, be studiously careful to suppress all appear- 
ance of anxiety to obtain his consent to the cession, unless Nana 
should in oxjdicit and earnest terms request your interference and 
assistance ; and even in that case, it vill tend most to promote the 
success of our real wishes, that you should uniformly appear to 
lend your aid in the negotiation, more from a spirit of accommo- 
dation and friendship to tiro Poonah Government, than fi’om any 
impatience on our part to acquire the Province. 

I concur in a great moasuro with you in ojiinion, that it may 
be wise in this Government to devise means for encouraging a 
spirit of pilgrimage amongst the Hindoos of Hiiidostan and the 
Beccan, to the Company’s dominions ; and for that reason, if you 
could como to the discussion of conditions for the cession of Cuttack, 
I sliould have no objection to grant particular privileges, or even 
exemptions from all Government duties, to Maratta subjects on 
religious visits and pilgrimages to Benares and Gya, and to Jug- 
gernaut, when surrendered to us. 

The acquisition of Cuttack would be of so much real import- 
ance to the Company, that I should not scruple to furnish you with 
the means of making very liberal presents in money, to any of the 
Ministers who could give a decisive assistance in forwarding the 
accomplishment of the object in question ; and I shoxild be much 
guided by your opinion, in determining the extent of the sums to 
bo so applied ; as you would be qualified to form the best judgment 
on the mode of applying such sums, in the most efficacious manner 
for inciting different individuals to make them utmost exertions to 
bring tlie negotiation to a successful termination. 

I am, &c., 

OoBHW^AnnxB. 
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Earl Cornwallis to James Macpherson,^ Esq. 

SiRj ' Ciilcutta, March 1, 1789. 

I have been honoured with your letter dated the 20th of 
June, 1788. Being disposed from regard for your personal cha- 
racter to receive your sentiments with pleasure, and to consider 
them with attention, I should most readily, if I thought myself at 
liberty, enter into a discussion of the point which formed the sub- 
ject of your letter. 

I do not, liownyer, conceive that I can, consistently witli the 
duties of my station, and with the spirit of tlie orders of the Court 
of Directors, correspond on the public business of this country with 
any British subject who assumes the character of agent of any 
native prince in India. 

It therefore only remains for me to say in general, that I was 
at great pains to examine the nature of the claim of the Nabob of 
Arcot on the country of Tanjore, and the orders of the Court of 
Directors on that subject ; and 1 feel conscious that I have dis- 
charged iny public duty with propriety, and that I have done his 
Highness ample justice. 

I beg that you will believe that I am, 

With groat personal esteem, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 
Calcutta, March 0, 1789 . — Sec Aiipeudix, No, 24, 


Earl Cornwallis to Colonel . 

Dear Calcutta, April 5, 1789. 

I was glad to hear by your letter of the 14th ultimo, that you 
had arrived in good health at Madras, and that you was satisfied 
with the reocption you met with from the Governor and Oonncil. 

Brigadier-General Horne’s “ being called to the Presidency, and 
invested with the supreme command, was as littJo expected by mo as 
by yourself, especially after the very different lino of conduct which 
had been so recently adopted in similar circumstances at Bombay. 
You must, however, excuse me, if I cannot admit the justice of 

: ; Maopherson, Eaq., of Bclville, Ij, indafenooof Amoricanfasatiou. Ilowwampst 

Ffh; 17, 1790. - M.R. for ,Oamolford, Toluminoug writer, hut i# kiiowu for' haring 

tiE liif Ho wm lagonf oditod— or written poems of Oalan. 

for and! WM 'said to have ® Brigadier-General Matthew Horne, d* 

a ’pmmM or WUi LordXorth for widting Dec. 14, 1789. 
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your expressions of chagrin and mortification on this account ; for 
you knew before you left England, that there were two Brigadier- 
Generals in India,, under one of whom Abercromby was to be 
immediately placed ; and a person so conyersant in military affairs 
as yourself, must have been aware that it was not only possible 
but probable, that you might likewise serve under either of them ; 
as I am sure neither your own good sense and knowledge of the 
service, nor the assurances of any person in England, could have 
warj*anted your entertaining an idea, that the King’s regiments 
were to be fixed at the respective Presidencies, instead of being 
stationed where the Commander-in-CIiief or the Supreme Council 
might conceive their presence to be most necessary. 

I have really a most sincere regard for you personally, and 
I likewise highly esteem your public charact(a'; it will tlierefore 
always bo very irksome to me to mark a dissatisfaction at any part 
of your conduct, or to say anything that can be nnj)loasant to you. 
But when I thought it necessary to order the troops destined for 
this place to be detained at Madras, at a time that I had gi*eat 
reason to expect that difficulties woukl arise in that quarter ; and 
whem I knew that the state of Sir Ar(,*hibald Oampbell’s health 
would not admit of his making any exertions, you must give mo 
leave to claim a right to the expressions of chagrin and mortificar* 

tion, at seeing my friend set the example of disregard and 

disobedience to my orders (which were shown to Mm by Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell), by obtaining, in direct opposition to them, Ms 
leave to come to Bengal in the height of the south-west monsoon ; 
and which I cannot possibly tlhnk Sir ArcMbald would have given, 
if he had not apprehended from your manner, that you would not 
have been a good-humoured assistant to him at Madras. 

As I do not wish to dwell on a repetition of grievances, I shall 
only slightly notice the ill-humour in which you loft us, although 
you must have been sensible that the weakness of a temporary 
Government, the inexperience of some of the principal ^ officers on 
the coast, and the danger that would attend aiiy serious differences 
between so large a body of the King’s troops and those of the Com- 
pany, called on me to use every precaution in my power to insure 
the public tranquillity* 

It will be my earnest desire to make the service of India as 
agreeable and as advantageous to you as I can, consistent with 
my public duty ; and I sincerely hope that I shall feel myself at 
liberty to bring you and your regiment hither in the course of this 
summer. But no private considerations can induce me to create 



414 


LOED COENWALLIS. 


Chap. XL 


imnecessary appointments, or grant nnantliorised emoluments, or 
will liave weight with me in the disposal of the officers or corps of 
the army, when they affect the public welfare, or the propriety of 
conduct which is due to the station that I hold. 

I thought it fair to unbosom myself thus freely to you, and I 
trust this will be the last time that an explanation of this kind 
wiU be necessary. I &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Mrs. Cairnes.* 

Madam, Calcutta, June 1, 1789. 

It is with infinite concern that I have just heard of your 
misfortune, and though I should not thus early have intruded upon 
your sorrow with such lessons of resignation to the Divine will as 
your own good sense and virtuous mind must have already taught 
you, yet I feel that the helpless state of your family requires imme- 
diate assistance. 

I have, therefore,' directed Mr. Porcher^ to supply you with 
1000 rupees for your present exigencies, and 200 per month wliilst 
you are obliged to remain in India. He will likewise advance a 
further sum of 4000 rupees when you embark for Europe. 

I beg, Madam, you will be assured of my sincere good wishes 
for yourself and youi* family, and that I am, with great esteem, &c., 

CoRNWALXjIS. 


Mrs. Cairnes to Earl Cornwallis. 


Mt Lord, 


St. Thome Moimt, June 22, 1789. 


I last night had the honour to receive your Lordship’s very 
kind letter. So flattering a mark of distinction from such a distin- 
guished character as your Lordship, has excited in me sentiments 
of gratitude, which I find myself perfectly unable to express. The 
delicacy with winch your LordsMp is pleased to relieve m.e and my 
little orphans from a most distressing situation, is at this moment 
a greater alleviation to my sorrows than any I could possibly have 
met with, and demands my sincerest thanks. 


, ^ Owms was widow of Major Cairnes, 
Wliwidi 1789. She aReiwards lA. M^or- 

^ W Eorcher, Esq*, L 1761, afe 


dan, of Admiral Sir William Btmmby, BaiL 
M.F* for Bodmin from No\r, 1802 'to July, 
1 806 ; thou for Tralee ff)r a few weeks in 1807 . 
His family emigrated from Fr»ce to Ammm 
after the Mdi# of Nantes. 
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My iiiisfortiiiie htis, indeed, been a yery severe and unexpected 
one; but I trust in that alWise Providence v^lio lias inflicted 4t on 
me, tliat lie will enable rue to bear it with that fortitude and resig- 
nation, which for my children’s sake I find it so necr^ssary I should 

Believe me, &c., 

Jaxe Oaienes. 

Earl Cornwallis to Brigadier-General PIoene. 

Sib, Fort William, June 20, 1789. 

I have been in daily expectation for some time past, that 
you would have communicated to me as Commander-in-Chief in 
India, the instructions by which you were recpiired by the Govern- 
ment of P^ort St. George, to order so large a body of troops to take 
the field, as that which is now employed under the command of 
Ckdoncl Stuart in the southern part>s of tlie daminions of the Nabob 
of Arcot; the measures that you have taken to carry those in- 
structions into execution ; the nature of the service which it was 
expected of the troops to perform ; and all the circumstances that 
have come to your knowledge of the steps that have been taken 
by the commanding officer, in consequence of the orders that he 
has received. 

I am entirely persuaded that this omission has proceeded from 
your not adverting to the propriety of my receiving .early notice of 
every military transaction of importance, that happens at the other 
Presidency, and by no means to any designed neglect on your part. 
But as I consider it as my indispensable duty as Commander-in- 
Ohief of all the Forces in India, to superintend the conduct of aU 
officers both in the King’s and in the Company’s service, I cannot 
content myself with vague newspaper accounts ; but must require 
authentic reports of all military operations or incidents of con- 
sequence, for the guidance of my judgment I therefore desire 
that you mil immediately transmit to me copies of all the corre- 
spondence that has passed between the Government of Fort St 
George and you, on the subject, of the above-mentioned expedition ; 
of the orders that you have given for carrying their instructions into 
execution ; and of aU the correspondence that has passed between 
you and the commanding officer, as well as of all the reports that 
he has made to you of the ocouirenees on that service ; that I may 
be able to form a judgment from proper materials, whether your 
directions have been well calculated to second the intentions of 
Government, and whether the executive officer has exerted himself 
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with ability and prudence, to eflfect the purposes for which your 
directions have been given. I 

OOENWALLIS. 

The reply of General Horne to tliis letter was, as regarded him- 
self, satisfactory. He had been ordered by Mr. HolloncV Governor 
of Madras, to move a force into the Little Marawar country, nomi- 
nally to aid the Nabob against Vella Murclah, and Chinnah Mur- 
dah,^ (tributaries said to be refractory,) but really to assist in en- 
abling him to pay liis private creditors, among the largest of whom 
were some of the members of Council at Madras. The bettor to 
conceal his real intentions, Mr. Hollond sent orders direct to 
Colonel Stuart, who commanded the detachment, instead of trans- 
mitting them in the ordinary course through General Horne, wlio 
being thus kept in ignorance, thought he had nothing to com- 
municate to Lord Cornwallis. On a subsequent occasion, Mr. 
Hollond pursued a similar course, and in his anxiety not to inter- 
fere with Tippoo’s plans, exposed a large detachment to bo cut off. 
Nor was this all of which General Horne complained. Mr. Plollond, 
contrary to orders from Lome, himself filled up all vacancies on 
the staff with his own creatures ; and what was worse, allowed the 
pay of the troops to fall largely into arrear, that the Nabob might 
have a larger surplus to pay his private debts. 

Major-Gexeral Grexville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Juno 27, 1780.] 

Mt dear Lord, Sackvnie street, Dec. 27, t78B. 

As I delivered one letter to your brother some time ago, 
thinking that he would have sot out upon his voyage Trnicli sooner 
than I find he does, I shall take the opportunity to send you these 
few lines by way of postscript, to condole with you most sincoredy 
upon the heavy calamity which has befallen us in the K — g*H most 
unexpected and most dreadful illness. I have not words sulliciont 
to describe to you the consternation and anxiety of all ranks of 
people. God grant, that the hopes which the physicians give us 
in their depositions before the (Jommittees of the two IIousos, and 
'the' very sanguine expectations of recovery entertained by Dr. 

' who has been Jong accustomed to have the care of people 

tMlojsvl was Oovemor of Ma- the Slic?ag«agA country, a wild tract of hill 
'to Peh. 1 7dll Bjb con- and jungk, 

will Dr. FranclH Willis, ihictor of Warping, 

ftpm'iordCornwalHs. h. 1717, cl. Doc. f>, 1807 ; m, 14, a ifeter of 
^ petty n dhio^, tijo Itev*. Porogrine OurtlH SncI, very late in 

living^ of in life, Mr®. Storer, He wm a clergynm who 
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in similar cases, may turn out according to our wishes, and that 
we may soon see His M — y restored to his former sound state of 
body and mind. 

I cannot, nor dare not, tell you, how much I feel vexed at the 
conduct of a certain great person, about whom we have so long 
interested ourselves. How far he can answer it to his owx mind 
and conscience I know not; but I am thoroughly convinced that 
the impression it has made upon all sober-minded men will never 
be effaced. I took a very early opportunity to disburden my mind 
to him upon the subject, though I rather felt an awkwardness 
and delicacy about it, on account of my family being so deeply 
engaged in the controversy. I therefore avoided entering any 
further on the subject than what regarded the propriety and de- 
corum of his taking any part at all in a business, wherein his 
father’s illness must be discussed, and made so material a point in 
the debate ; but as I soon saw that I laboured in vain to bring him 
to my way of thinking in this respect, and that ho was firmly per- 
suaded, or made to believe so, that he was defending the rights of 
the Crown, which ho asserted were meant to be infringed by the 
limitations which Mr. Pitt proposed to lay upon the Eegent, I 
did not think it my business to argue that point with . him, though 
I am afraid he will not find it so easy as he thinks, to justify his 
line of conduct to the K — g’s satisfaction, in case H, M. should 
recover. I must, however, do him the justice to say, that he was 
not in the least out of temper with me for remonstrating so strongly 
as I did against his proceedings, but on the contrary assured me 
that notwithstanding our disagreement in politics, he should always 
entertain the same friendship and esteem for me as he had ever 
done. 

I win not dwell any longer upon a subject, which I am sure 
must give us both great pain and uneasiness; a eertain partg h&s 
now thorough possession of him^ and will make the most of it I 
see nothing but anarchy and confusion staring us in the face, unless 
it should please Providence to restore H, M, to his former sonncl 
state of body and mind, which I believe is the universal and most 
sincere prayer of every well meaning subject. 

I am, &o., 

KG. 

* 

W paid great attention to cases of insanity, ^ The Prince of Wales had acquired Copl- 
and kept a house at Gretford, Sn Lincolnshire, plete influence over the Duke of York. It 
for the reception of persons m afflicted. For was long before the King and Queen forgave 
his attendance on the King he received a pen- the latter ; with the Prince the King was 
«ion of lOOOl by patent. never perfectly reconciled. 
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Lord Hawkesbtjry to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received June 27, 1789.] 

My bear LoRB, London, Jan. 6, 1789. 

You will learn from jour other friends the melancholy state 
of the King’s health, and the situation to which the Government of 
this country is reduced in consequence of it. I will only say, that 
as the disorder with which His Majesty is afficted was never in his 
family, as His Majesty never showed any symptom or tendency to 
this disease before ; ^ and as his mind evidently appears not to be 
enfeebled or broken, but only deranged, I look forward with con- 
fidence to his recovery. I consider his nerves as in a very high 
state of irritation, in consequence of some humour that has fallen 
upon them, and conclude that when that humour is removed, tlie 
irritation, and all the consequences which it has produced will 
cease. In the mean time the personal exercise of the Eoyal Au- 
thority is at an end. To supply this, the Prince is to be appointed 
Eegent, under such restrictions as do not allow him to do any- 
thing which the King will not be able to undo, if he should ever 
be able to resume his Government ; and the Queen is to have tlie 
care of the IGng’s person and the management of his household* 
These questions we are warmly to discuss in the two Houses in the 
course of tlie next ten days. The Queen supports ‘tho King’s Mi- 
nisters and servants ; and the Prince and the Duke of York cleave 
to Opposition ; and as soon as the Eegency is formed, we shall cer- 
tainly be all dismissed, and the system of the Government will bo 
changed. This is unfortunate, for the commerce and revenue of 
the country never were in a more prosperous condition, and the 
Government was never more respected abroad* . . . 

If your Lordship should have any commands for this country, 1 
should be happy to receive them. j have, &c*, 

Hawkbsbury. 


Loud Sydney to Earl Cornwallis, 

[Received June 26, 1789.] 

Mt dbab Loed, Grosvenor Sq^uare, FeL 21, 1789, 

I sit-down to write to you with much more satisfaction than 
I should have done some time ago. Our good master has now been 
weeks in a state of gradual recovery, and we have reasonable 
a perfect one, ■ The Chancellor was yesterday with_H.,]!d., 

M had an eaiHer, of a'liiroUv 
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and for the first time talked to him upon business, and opened 
to him, in part, the measures which had been taken during his 
confinement. I understand that H. M. was by no means the worse 
for this conversation. Dr. Willis, who attends him, says that, were 
he a private man, he should advise his following now his usual 
occupation, as the mode of living the most likely to restore him. 
But, God knows, H. M. will have a severe trial when he is 
informed of all that has passed during the unhappy interval. 
Every possible care wiU no doubt be taken to prepare him. You 
will hear from other hands, probably, that the P. of W. has 
got complete possession of the D. of Y., and they had meditated 
such changes in the state and in the army ^ as would have grieved 
him exceedingly. No scruple has been made of declaring that 
a general sweep of all places "would be made, if the Regency were 
to last only a day. I enclose you a copy of the Regency Bill 
as it came to us from the House of Commons. There have been 
some amendments made in our House, but as -we have adjourned 
the Committee before we had gone through the Bill in it, I did not 
think it necessary to have the amendments in the first part of the 
Bill inserted. I can hardly give you a state of the country with 
regard to foreign politicks at present, everything of that kind having 
been at a stand for the three months of the duration of the King’s 
illness, and some Powers are waiting for our determination. The 
Erench nation is in a complete ferment. The conversation and the 
publications and speeches have as much of the spirit of freedom 
as any we have read in our own history or seen in our times. The 
event is not easy to be foreseen, but none can now be surprising. 

Our own domestic scene has been an interesting one. Wo 
have seen no times when it has been so necessary to separate parties 
in private company. The acrimony is beyond anything you can 
conceive. The ladies are as usual at the head of all animosity, and 
are distinguished by caps, ribands, and other such ensigns of party. 
They have driven Old Queensberry^ out 6i England by oaUing him 
a Rat for deserting his master to hobble after a young Prince. At* 


^ Sir William Fawcett, Adjutant-General, 
wrote to Lord Cornwallis by this same 
packet, giving him the details of the military 

f romotions as*, all hut officially, announced. 

our Field-Marshals, including the Dukes of 
Gloucester and York, 31 Generals, 20 Lteut.- 
Generals, 12 Major-Generals, besides Colonels 
and others in lower ranks. Ten new Aides-de- 
Oamp, almost all for political reasons. The list 
of the new administration, as generally cimu* 
lated, included the Duke of Fortland, Premier; 
Lord Stormont and Mr. Fox, Secretaries of 
State; Lord Loughborough, Chancellor; Lord 


Sandwich or Lord Fitswilliam, Admiralty; 
Lord Spencer, Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland ; 
the Duke of Northumberland, Master-General, 
and General Burgoyne,* Lieui-Gcneral, of the 
Ordnance ; Cblonel Fitepatrick, Secretary at 
War, and Mr. Sheridan, Board of Control. 

2 William, 4th Duke of Queensberry, K.T,, 
b. Dec. 16, 1725, d. unm. Dec. 2S, 1810. 
Appointed a Lord of the Bedchamber on the 
King* s accession, but removed on his recoyery. 
Created Baron Douglas, in England, Aug. 8, 
1786. 

2 B 2 
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Calais Ms Grace was in donbt wLetlxer he should go to Brussels or 
Yenture to Paris, where he would have been as much abused as in 
London. I believe he has gone to Brussels. Lothian^ is a con- 
spicuous figure among the deserters. Sir James Harris was created 
Lord Malmesbury, and took his seat during the King’s illness. He 
desired Lord Carmarthen and me to introduce him. He went to 
Mr. Pitt and declared Ms approbation of the intended measures and 
the restrictions on the Regent’s power. He then went to the 
Prince and turned to the right-about. The Dube of Northumber- 
land, whose ill-humour broke out as soon as he had got his Blue 
Riband, has been, with Rawdon, at the head of what has been 
called the Armed Neutrality. These too have joined the Prince, 
are the most inveterate and hostile of anybody, covered as they are 
with the poor King’s favours. Gratitude was not, in the King’s 
melancholy situation, to be expected from Stormont and Lough- 
borough, and they boast that, notwithstanding their obligations 
to H. M., their attachment is to the constitution. I will not 
dwell upon tMs filthy subject even to state the filthiest conduct of 
North, who is led down to the House to act under Sheridan to 
joke upon -the King’s misfortunes. Thank God, the country in 
all parts and both Houses of Parliament have nobly stood by the 
King. More afiection aud concern could not have been shown, 
and H, M. will have the satisfaction of finding how much ho 
is personally beloved. Mr. Pitt has conducted MmseK with the 
greatest judgment and ability — Pox has been dangerously ill. Ho 
has hurt himself by travelling from Bologna^ at a great rate when 
he was much out of order, in hopes to have been in at the death. 
He has been absent some weeks from the House, and at Bath. I 
hear he is a good deal recovered. 

We adjourned our Committee on account of the rapid improve- 
ment of the King’s health. To-day is Saturday ; we meet again on 
Tuesday. We may see reason to make some change in our pro- 
ceedings, but probably shall go through the Bill in the Committee. 

. , . I had omitted to mention that there is every reason to 
attribute H. M.’s disorder to the imprudent and immoderate use 
of Cheltenham waters. I have just received an authentic account 
of the same effect upon a French gentleman, who drank them at 

; ^ Lord Lotihian, who was Colonel of the ® The news of the Eing^s illness reached 
Ouards, was retnored from a regi- Mr. Fox at Bologna about the middle of Ko- 
'rwt which gave Hm oonstant access to the vemher; he miriyed in England on the 26th, 
awsw of his narrow after screral days* constant trayelling, leaving 
„ offered; him; another regiment, Mrs. Armstead, afterwards Mw. Fot, behind 

2WI* for each of his .da«gh- him at Lyons. The rapidity of the journey 
ter% all whMi'he'itefosed; He made'CMonel ■ materially Injured his health. 

4th Dragoons tm* 
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tlie same time^ and lie is now nearly recovered. From that circum- 
stance of the canse of the illness, the medical men give ns reason 
to be confident in the perfect and radical cure. God send it, and 
soon ; for the country was at the brink of everything that is bad. 

I will detain you no longer, my dear Lord, but to desire you 
to accept of my best wishes for your health and happiness. 

I am, with the greatest truth and esteem. 

Yours, &c., 

Sydney. 


Lord Rawpon to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, London, Feb. 28, 1789. 

. . . Before tliis readies you, yon will have had the 

hows of the King’s recovery ; prohahly also of his resumption of 
the functions of governmout. Under wdiat mode these last aro 
to he exercised we know not as yet ; for it is acknowledged that 
the King could not, without iueun-ing groat danger of relapse, 
for a considerahle time apply lumself to business, even supposing 
his present recovery to ho as complete as is asserted. As to the 
extent of that recovery, there is great scepticism ; and to speak 
truly I am very doubtful of it That his mind is at present 
tranquil, and clear upon ordinary subjects, is without dispute ; but 
the suspicion is that there are certain strings which will, whenever 
they aro touched, produce false music again. The care which is 
taken that neither the Prince nor the Duke of York shall see the 
lUng alone for a moment, whilst the Chancellor and Mr. Pitt have 
severally conferences without any witness, marks an awkward appre- 
hension. However, at all events, the present gleam will be made 
use of to sanction with the name of the King, such provisions against 
a similar exigency as may be best calculated to support the, party 
and influence of the existent Ministers. The circumstance is not 
indifferent, which I should consider it, if it went merely to the 
possession of office by one party or the other. But the view of 
what has parsed within these three months enables one to judge so 
far upon the probable conduct of Pitt, that I look forward with 
rather an uneasy eye to the coming time. Pitt will without scruple 
hazard the public tranquillily, if not designedly embroil it, rather 
than be removed from power ; and the popular cry which has been 
excited and kept up in his favour by extraordinary management, 
will enable him" to cope (under the King’s name) with all the influ- 
ence of the Prince. The feelings of the latter will make resigna- 
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tion to sucli practice very diflSeult, if not impossible ; and tliat any 
moderation sbonld long be shown in sucli a straggle, is more than 
can be hoped. I, as yon would probably expect, have taken part 
decidedly with the Prince npon this question, thinking the com- 
bination attempted to be marshalled against him the most mis- 
chievous in its necessary eflPect upon the constitution, that could 
possibly be conceived. By this means I have slidden into a kind 
of alliance with the D. of Portland. Had a new administration 
been formed, I should have had a seat in it : this ground having, 
however, been stipulated by me, and admitted by them, that I 
shall never be consider*ed as absorbed into the Dulse’s paidy, but 
should remain with my particular friends a distinct body. This 
the Princes guaranteed ; and that condition would have lodged 
in my hands a check upon the intemperance of some of that set 
that would have been very useful. The Chancellor from detesta- 
tion of Pitt, and still more from love of office, for a time coquetted 
with the Prince of Wales, though indeed that expression is not 
strong enough to mark the apparent decision which he had made 
of taking part with us ; but having taken fright and drawn back 
a little upon a show of amendment in the King, he received from 
the Prince and Duke of York (before Pox) so rough a charge of 
double-dealing that it is now impossible he can close with us. I 
believe sincerely that he hates Pitt beyond any man in England, 
and Pitt speaks most contumeliously of him in private : yet you 
see they draw together admirably, and a joint interest will now, I 
think, keep them from separating. Adieu, my dear Lord, and do 
not despise the little interests of this island from comparison with 
the magnitude of the territory you are governing, as I trust we 
shall one day have you take an independent share in them at 
home. In aU situations, BeUeve me, &c., 

Eawdon. 

The whole of the Prince of Wales’s party professed to entertain 
doubts similar to those intimated by Lord Eawdon, but they were 
totally without foundation. Dr. Warren, one of the physicians, who, 
actuated perhaps by political feelings, had always held the most 
desponding language, had as early as February 17tb signed a 
builetm stating the King to be convalescent; on the 19th the 
C|ipicellor moved to postpone the Eegency Bill ; on Hie 27th the 
verc disoontinued on , March 2nd the complete r«stora- 
'Majesty was annoitnced to both Houses; arid the 
opened pti the :lGth by a speech ftom the 
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tlxrone delivered by Commission. It is quite true that the TTing 
gave repeated audiences to his Ministers, before he admitted the 
Prince and the Duke of York to his presence ; but this arose from 
the displeasure he felt at their conduct. 


Eigut Hon. Henkt Dundas to Eael Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, _ London,’ Feb. 20, 1789. 

My last letter to your Lordship was on the 13tli of Jnly^ 
before my departure for Scotland. I remained there till called to 
town on account of the ^King’s calamitous illness, and since that 
period we have been employed about nothing hnt the Eegency Bill, 
which, having passed the House of Commons as proposed hy Mr. 
Pitt, is now in the House of Lords, where everytliing is likewise 
carried by a decided majority. But within these few days things 
have taken a most wonderful change. The King is so well as to 
render it now very probable that no Eegcncy Bill will be necessary. 
Upon this I need not enlarge, as Lord Sydney and other friends 
will write to you. 

From the situation of the Government, notHng of moment has 
passed at any of the public offices. At my own office we have 
gone on as usual, to revise and alter or approve the despatches sent 
to us from the India House, and the ship which carries this will 
carry you voluminous despatches. has 

stopped at the India House, so that neither Medows’s appointment 
to Madras, nor a successor to him, has yet taken place. The fact is, 
that it was a decided point with the Prince of Wales the moment h© 
became Eegent to dismiss all his father's servants ; and of course 
looking every moment to be 'the last, of remaining in office, I 
had no disposition to urge the Directors to take any steps for the 
providing their Governments, nor were they, under such circum- 
stances, very much disposed to do anything hut wait passively for 
events. Mr. Sheridan was fixed upon for my successor, both at the 
Navy Pay Office and the Board of CbntroL it would not became 
me to say anything of the propriety of the appointment of my 
successor, but I may say without arrogance, that the prospect of 
that appointment did not give much aatiafaotion either to the 
public at large or to the Bast India CompaUy in particular. Sir 
John Maepherson has given in his re^gnation. He is a right-hand 
man with the Prince of Wales,' and supposed to be very deep in his 

* This intimacy with tbe Fnnc? fox several years, At last it ceased, but an 

reason was over assigned. 
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counsels, ratlier more so than anybody except Mr, Sheridan* Sir 
John’s successor is not yet appointed ; upon your authority I have 
recommended Jonathan Duncan. I do not know whether they will 
agree to it or not ; the Chairman has engaged to try it, but is appre- 
hensive of the objection of his being so young a servant in comparison 
of many others. That is in truth no objection, and I hope tliey 
will feel it so. If the King get round again so quick as to prevent 
a change of Government, I trust I shall have influence enough to 
prevail on the Directors Jo adopt Mr. Duncan. If that event does 
not happen to prevent a change, your Lordship wiU conceive that 
of course my interference would neither be proper nor available. 

. . , Everything you have done and the opinions you enter- 
tain coincide in everything with my own. I hope soon to hear 
from you that our measures at home to give you now and hereafter 
a complete European establishment of troops, enabled you finally 
to settle that business to your own satisfaction. I can assure you 
I never in my life had so much trouble about a piece of business. 
I approve very much of the settlement you have made of the 
exchange for the purpose of bringing home the debts ; the measure 
is a very favourite one with me, and of course it became my duty 
to give you every aid to forward. It is perhaps not the worse 
that the debts come home gradually, at least if the prospect of 
peace remains ; but if that was intennpted, it would be very in- 
convenient for you to have such a load of debt upon your revenues 
in India. 

I long for your final report upon your establishments. It is 
highly essential to have that point fixed, so that they may bo 
declared in terms of the Act of Parliament. Py the first ships that 
sail for Madras and Bombay we send out tiioir final estabBshment ; 
they are now before me sent up by the Directors within these few 
days. The final settlement of yours only waits the expected report 
from you. . . . 

By the present ships you will receive our sentiments on some 
of the important measures of your Government. I give entire 
approbation to your regulations respecting tho Collectors and the 
Courts of Adawlet, and 1 trust the suggestions I have thrown out 
upon the subject of the regulations for the weavers will meet 
your approbation, for I have made them from a perfect conviction 
that they tend to make your own system more complete. . * . 

; ‘ King gets so quickly round as to prevent a change of 

GO't^ment, and we get again firmly on our legs, you will vary 
sodni::S^';feom me again on several subjects ; if not, my next letter 
wil'bb";^-i^ewell letter with many thanks for all the good you 
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liavo done ; and expressing my earnest hopes and entreaties that 
happen what will at home^ you will not, before your intended time, 
deprive the puhlick of yotii* exertions to complete the salvation of 
India. 

Eemember me kindly to Boss, Shore, and all your other worthy 

coadjutors, and I remain, &c., 

Heney Duhdas. 

Sir William Fawcett, K.B., to Eael Cornwallis. 

[Received July, 1789.] 

My dear Lord, London, March 7, 1789. 

Though I make no doubt but that the joyful tidings of our 
Boyal Master’s most happy and providential i^ecovery from his late 
ilhxess, will have already been forwarded to your Lordship from 
official authority, yet I cannot let pass this opportunity, without 
availing myself of it, to congratulate you on an event so highly 
important to this country, and at the same time so singularly 
critical, as it liappencd a few days only before the Kegency Bill 
had passed both ITouscs of Parliament. I was at Kew yesterday, 
and had the honour ©f a long conversation with His Majesty in the 
Gardens, when I had the happiness of finding His Majesty in as 
perlect health in every respect as I ever saw him in my whole life. 
Amongst a variety of other public mischiefs which are thus, by the 
intervention of Providence, most happily prevented, that of the 
intended general promotion in the army is one, and that not the 
least ; especially as, had it once taken place, it could hardly ever 
have been remedied. . . . 

Lord Lothian, who was particularly active in the late political 
bustle, will bo dispossessed of the Gold Stick, and replaced in the 
command of his regiment of Life Gtiai-ds by Lord Dover, ^ and the 
Irish Dragoon Guards will be offered in exchange to Lord Lothian, 
Several other changes are talked of, but the particulars of them 
your Lordship will, without doubt, be informed of from better 
authority than any I have it in my power to give you. 

I remain, &c., 

WxmAM Fawcett, 

1 Joseph, only Lord Dover, K.B., so ore* of OumherIftn4 at Fontonoy. After coosider- 
ated Sept. 18, 1788, sou of Philip, 1 st Earl of able military seivioe ho' was employed ia the 
Hardwicke 5 a Field-Mardml, and Colonel 1st diplomatio liW, latterly as Amibassador at the 
Life Guards ; b. June 24, 1724, d. Deo. 2 , Hape frohl ^opt. 1751 till war broke out, 
1792; m. Juno 22, 178S, Christiana Char* Deo, l7$0. M.P. for East GrMstenxl from 
lotto, dan. of Hans, Baron de Btooken, of Novi, 1747, to, Mfarcb, 1761 ; for Dover to 
Denmark, and widow of the Baron de Boet^ ' Jurse,.' 1774;' dnl for Grampound to July, 
mien, a Dutch noble. A»D*C. to tlie Duke 1786.; ' ' 
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Eael Cornwallis to the Secret Committee, 
GtENTLEMEH, William, Aug. 1, 1789. 

I think it my dnty^ in addition to the commniiiciitions that 
you will receive in the despatches from the Boards and in my 
letters to the Court of Directors, of the nature of my different con- 
ferences with the Nizam’s vakeel, Meer Abul Kassim,^ to inform 
you that the vakeel on all occasions expressed a strong desire on 
the part of his master to enter into new engagements witli this 
Government, and was in particular extremely solicitous that the 
Company should agree, on conditions to be discussed, to furnish a 
much larger body of troops for the Nizam’s assistance than that 
which was stipulated by the treaty of 1708. 

After having been repeatedly urgent on this head, he asked 
me on the day on which lie took liis leave, whether a iiroposal to 
form a connexion between liis Highness and the Company, similar 
to that which actually subsists between this Government and the 
Vizier, would be listened to.^ But upon my informing him with 
every expression of my own personal goodwill to his master, and 
with the strongest assurances of tho friendly disposition towards 
him on the part of tlm Company, that I was not authorized during 
the present; general trampiillity in India to form now treaties with 
any native power whatever, ho requested that what ho had said 
should only be considered as a private suggestion of liis own wishes, 
and not as an official proposition. It may, however, be almost 
needless to remark that ho was probably possessed of sufficient 
power to Aegotiato, if his advances had mot with any encourage- 

^ . I am, &c., 

OOBHWALLIB. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court op DiEEcxoits. 

Fort William, Aug, 2, 1789.*— AppeiwEi, No. 26. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Rawdon. 


Mv DKAB Lord, August, 1789. 

^ In regard to the political part which you thought it right to 
^take m the late melancholy sttuation of affairs, I cannot avoid 
^ pfoowled^ng that few things 'conld have given me- greater 
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I know you to liaye the nicest sentiments of honour and in- 
tegi’ity, and I greatly respect your judgment, yet I am not entirely 
without apprehension that on that occasion it was somewhat warped 
by pique and ill-humour on one side, and persuasion, open arms, 
and a laudable desire to provide for some friends on the other. 
Had I been upon the spot I should have thought it the duty of a 
friend to have stated my sentiments to you, and to have repre- 
sented what the impartial world would probably say upon your 
relative situation to the poor sick King, whose crown would un- 
doubtedly have been torn virtually from his head, or at least must 
have sat very uneasy upon it, after his recovery, if a Eegent had 
been ai^pointed without restrictions. 

The die is now cast ; and although I thought our old friendship 
and your letter called upon me to say so much, I shall be very 
delicate in troubling you in future with my sentiments on political 
subjects; for I know from experience, that when people arrive at 
so groat a degree of difference of opinion, both in regard to men 
and measures, as I am much afraid is the case at present between 
you and myself, frequent discussions of that nature seldom fail to 
irritate, and hardly ever succeed to convince. 

This can however make no kind of alteration in our private 
friendship, as I am persuaded that we mutually possess each other's 
esteem. On my part I shall always have a pleasure in giving the 
wannest proofs of it on every occasion that may offer through life. 

Affairs here, at least as far as Bengal is concerned, continue in 
a good train. The French, as you may probably have already heard, 
are going to withdraw their military force from Pondicherry, and, 
making Mauritius their place of arms, leave nothing but commercial 
factories on this continent. However prudent this measure may bo 
for their finances, it certainly will improve our consequence in the 
eyes of the native powers, and tend to confirm those pacific dispo* 
sitions which they seem at present to entertain. 

There is an universal clamour at Madras against Hollond, who 
if he is not a wicked, is certainly a weak G-overnor. I have been 
long impatiently looking out for Madows's appointment ; but he 
inadvertently gave the Court of Directors reason to complain, with 
some colour of justice, of his conduct towards them, and I appre- 
hend Dundas will find great difficulty in carrying the point of his 
removal to Madras. In the mean time^poor Abercromhy is literaly 
ruined at Bombay. Believe me, &c., 

COBHW ALLIS. 
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Eakl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My Lord, Fort ’WUliam, Aug. 6, 1789. 

I lost no time, after being bononred with your LordsMp’s 
letter dated the 28th March, 1788, in notifying His Majesty’s 
pleasure to all the officers in the King’s and Company’s service in 
this country, that the brevets of advanced local rank which had 
been granted to field-officers in His Majesty’s service should cease 
to operate after the 29th day of September, 1789 ; and that His 
Majesty had been graciously pleased to order that brevet commis- 
sions of King’s local rank, should, imder certain restrictions, be 
issued to all the officers in the service of the Honourable Company. 

His Majjesty’s field-officers could not but feel some degree of 
mortification and disappointment at being now deprived of the 
advanced brevet rank, which part of them have long enjoyed in 
this country ; but being sensible that the measure had been adopted 
from considerations of public utility, those who have stated their 
feelings on the occasion have done it in the most decent language ; 
and on the 29th of September next the order will, from the whole 
of tho King’s field-officers in this country, meet with the most 
respectful obedience. 

I have issued brevet commissions of King’s local rank to all 
tho officers now employed in the Honourable Company’s service in 
Imlia, according to the terms of His Majesty’s Instructions ; and I 
have the pleasure to say that they have been received with a due 
sense of the honour and distinction which has been thus conferred 
upon them. -The officers on tho Bengal establishment have re- 
quested tliat their most grateful tliaiiks may be offered to His 
Majesty for this substantial mark of tho Eoyal favour and con- 
descension ; and I have no reason to doubt that the officers on tho 
establishment of Port St. George and Bombay are loss desirous to 
express their warmest acknowledgments. It is my duty to beg that 
your Lordship will be pleased to convey these sentiments to His 
Majesty. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Rioht Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Pwratc and ConfidontiaL] 

Sir, Calcutta, Aug. 8, 1780. 

' ; ' I flatter myself that you wfll give me credit for feeling the 

, joy at the recovery of our beloved Sovereign, and at 

administration whose measures have proved 
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so advantageous and so glotious to Britain. I cannot sufficiently 
admire tlie conduct of Mr. Pitt upon this trying occasion, and am 
much pleased to find that it made a proper impression upon the 
nation at large. 

I have written so fully on the public business to the Court of 
Directors, and to the Secret Committee, that I have not much at 
present to say to you in addition to it. Little progress, as you 
must have expected, has been hitherto made in the business of 
Cuttack ; but should the Marattas at any time engage heartily in 
a negotiation for giving us that province by an exchange of terri- 
tory, you will see from Mr. Malet’s letter, dated March 28, that we 
can very well spare many things to them on the Malabar Coast. 

By all accounts Hollond is in every manner doing infinite mis- 
chief both to the interest and reputation of the Company. In par- 
ticular I suspect strongly that the late expedition commanded by 
Colonel Stuart against the brothers called the Miindahs, who were in 
possession of the Shevagunga country, was undeitaken and ordered 
by him upon principles highly detrimental to the interests of the 
Madras Government, and disgi’aceful to the national character. 

Enclosed I send to you a copy of a letter (dated April 8, 1789) 
that I wrote to him when he first communicated his intention to 
mo, with a view to put him on his guard ; and I was sincerely 
sorry that 1 could not with propriety interfere with more efficacy. 
It is also a great evil to the public that he can have no authority, 
for there seems to be an universal clamour against him at Madras ; 
and the general wish of all ranks is for Medows, who is much be- 
loved and highly respected at Bombay. 

The Court of Directors have given me a miserable Counsellor 
in my poor friend Speke.^ He is in his private character a worthy, 
honest man, but very weak, and open to the solicitations of indivi- 
duals to support their most ruinous jobs, and totally unacquainted 
with all the business of this country, except making silk. He will 
afford me about as much assistance as our friend Stuart, without 
having so gentlemanlike manners, which are of more use to a 
Supreme Counsellor than silk-making. 

Mr. Duncan is by far the most proper man in this country for a 
seat at the Supreme Board, and I must hope that you will exert 
yourself most strenuously to get him appointed to succeed Mr. 
Shore, who certainly will leave us in. Deoomfeer next. I shall write 
to this effect to N. Smith.® 

^ Peter Speke, b. 1745; d. Deo. 1,18X1. His East India Director for mmj years, and 
father, Captain Speke, commanded a ship in Ohaiiman X7S8-S. M.F. for roniefraot for 
Admiral Watson^s action near Ohernairdagoie. a short time in 178fJ, and for Rochester from 
® NaUianiel Smith, d. May 5, 1704. An May, 1784, to June, 1790, 
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Cliarles Grant’s daildren have been ill, and I am sorry to say 
that no consideration can detain him longer in India. I shall much 
lament his loss from the general assistance which I have received 
from him, hut in the commercial line it is irreparable. 

Macpherson seems to expect that you are to give him a pension, 
besides all the ill-earned money that he has got under the head of 
pay and presents. His flimsy cunning and shameless falsehoods 
seem to have taken in all parties ; believe me that those who trust 
the most in him will be the most deceived. He tells me in a letter 
that I received from him lately, that the field is as open to him as 
to any other person, to be my successor in this Government. On 
this I cannot help saying, that, as I must always take an interest 
about the future prosperity of this country, I hardly know any public 
event which is possible to happen that would give me more concern 
than I should feel at his ideas being realised, nor any measure 
respecting India that in my opinion would tend more in its conse- 
quences to vex and discredit both you and Mr. Pitt. You may be 
assured that under his management a relaxation of authority in 
Governmeut, and a system of mean jobbing and peculation, would 
immediately take place ; and if in my time we shall have recovered 
any part of the national character for sincerity and honour with the 
native powers, you may depend upon it that his duplicity and low 
intrigues amongst them would soon completely demolish it His 
pretension to a knowledge of the revenue business of this country, 
of which I have no doubt that he has talked much since his return 
to England, is really most laughably ridicxdous,' and is of a piece 
witli the rest of his character, for I do not believe that there is a 
boy in the service so grossly ignorant of it in every respect : ho 
does not even know the commonest revenue terms. He sometimes 
made a good regulation by the advice of J. Duncan, but never had 
the spirit to enforce it ; nor had he a mind sufficiently upright to 
avail himself, to any pu3:pose, of such counsel as Duncan was always 
ready to give him. 

I always think it right to give you my sentiments plainly and 
fully upon these points, as I have no doubt of your considering them 
as private and confidential, for the use of yourself and Mr. Pitt only. 

I am, &c., 

COBXWALLIS. 


'tmim Dobd. 


am 





EAttt. CoKHWiLtis TO Lord Sydney. 

Cakatta, Aag. 9, 1T80. 

latter of tiie 21st of Februay, for whiob I 
to y«ra. ; The subsequent confirmation of His 
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Majesty’s perfect recovery has on every account, both public and 
private, given me greater joy and satisfaction than I can express. 
The Parliament and the nation have shown great virtue, but that 
there should be some exceptions is not surprising. I have long 

since known to be void of principle, and have only kept up 

an appearance of connexion with him because I thought I might 
be of some use to his family. Of the Duke of Northumberland, I 
have never changed my sentiments about him since I knew him 

at Eton nine-and-tiiirty years ago. But ’s ingratitude seriously 

shocks me. He had principle and sentiments of honour : where 
has he disposed of them ? 

The Nizam’s ambassador, who was lately here, complained in 
the strongest terms of the insult which had been offered to his 
master, by the neglect of returning an answer to the letter which 
he wrote to the King when he sent the present of the diamond ; 
and he declared that the Nizam could not rest quietly under such 
an affront, but was determined to write again to His Majesty to 
state his feelings, and to represent that lie was dishonoured unless 
he could obtain an answer to his letter. 1 thought it much better 
that he should write no more, and therefore agreed to take it upon 
myself that ho should have an answer. It may of course be written 
in the pompous unmeaning jargon of this country. If you should 
find a difficulty in getting it put into Persian, you may send the 
proper paper with the King’s signature to me, with an English copy 
of the letter, or the heads of a letter only, if it should be more con- 
venient, and I will have it translated into Persian. I mentioned to 
Mr. Dundas the sort of present which might be sent in the King’s 
name, and would help to remove aU recollection of grievances. 

Mobarick al Dowlah, our Nabob of Bengal, sent me a letter of 
congratulation to the King on his recovery, with the cxistomary 
nuzzer (present) to a crowned head of 101 gold mohurs. He like- 
mse sent a ridiculous letter, with a present of 7000 rupees, for Dr. 
Willis, and 7000 rupees to be distributed to the poor in the neigh- 
bourhood of the King’s palace. It occurred to me that sending 
home the money would occasion as many idle stories as the Nizam’s 
diamond ; that 7000 rupees would be changed into 7000 or perhaps 
70,000 pounds; and that the letter to Dr. Willis might bo very 
much laughed at In addition to this, Mobarick is as poor as a rat 
(I do not mean one of the new-fasMoned rats), and wants 7000 
rupees as much as any man. I therefore returned the presents, 
assuring the Nabob that it was not the, custom in England to make 
any on such occasions, as well as the letter to Dr. Willis, and 
promised to transmit that which is addressed to His Majesty. 
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The inhabitants of this settlement were very desirous of sending 
home a congratulatory address ; but although the present is of all 
possible cases the most miexceptionable, yet I thought it was 
better not to establish a precedent that might give rise to addresses 
of a very different nature, and persuaded them to be satisfied with 
illuminations, music, &c., &c. Hollond was of the same opinion as 
myself, without any previous communication, hut had not weight 
enough to stop an address from Madras. I must now request that 
you will assure His Majesty that his subjects in Bengal are not 
behindhand with their brethren at Madras, or with those in any 
other part of the world, in sentiments of the purest loyalty and 
wannest affection. 

1 am, my dciar I^ord, with the most sincere good wishes to Lady 
Hydiioy and all your family, Yours, &c., 

COENWALLIS. 


Aug. 13. 

Since I wrote the foregoing the Nabob Vizier has sent likewise 
a compliivKiutary letter, with pecuniary jncscnts for the same pur- 
piisisH, but to a imudi greater amount than Mobarick, viz. 2.5,000 
mimes to Hr. Willis, and thcs same to charitable purposes. I have, 
as before, promis(id to forward the letter, and civilly declined the 
money. I received hdtem of congratulation to tlio King, and 
mmers, from llassan lleza Khan, the nominal, and iryd(!r Beg 
Khan, the real Minister of the Vizier; but 1 have not transmittcid 
their letters, as I do not apprehend that in point of ctiqwjtto tlnsy 
ought to write to His Majesty. I have therefore acquainted tlumi 
that His Majesty shall be informed of the sentiments of joy which 
they express on the happy event of the recovery of Ms health. 

Eael Cornwalus to , Ksy. 

gl'gy Calcuttfi, Aug. 10, 1789. 

My personal esteem for you, and my sincere regard for my 
Mend, the Duke of Grafton, made me feel the deepest concern at 
being under the necessity of removing your son from his collector- 
el^ of — *— — . Prom his general good character, and from other 
felnunstanees, I do not attribute his behaviour to corrupt motives ; 
^ misconduct was of such a nature, that I could not * 

imaiicing a partiality' which must have dlestroyed 
''^;:;!i^^^';fe! '!»y‘ GOvwnnienfe But. 'although unfortunately '.mine 

'&ther hw another 
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part to act. It is for yon to believe your son innocent of all moral 
wrong; and when you lament that tlie error into which he has 
fallen must materially affect his fortune, do not aggravate the 
calamity, wliich God knows is severe enough, by the addition of 
your unkindness. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to John Woobuouse,^ Esq. 

Calcutta, Aug. 10, 1789. 

I haTe been favoured with your letters dated 17tli July? 
1788, and lOtli March, 1789. I received the latter but two days 
ago ; and although I am, just at the despatch of the ‘ Swallow,’ too 
much hurried to answer it fully by this conveyance, yet from your 
obliging expressions towards myself, and from the attention whicli 
I wish to pay to a person of your respectable character, and who 
has been so many years in the Direction, I cannot let the present 
opportunity pass without sending you a few lines in explanation of 
the transaction of which yon complain. 

I appointed Mr. commercial Eesidont at from which 

station, after, I believe, about a year’s trial, I was under the neces- 
sity of removing him, on account of his incapacity to manage the 
business of that aurung, and his repeated and obstinate disobedience 
of the orders of the Board of Trade. The whole- detail of the dx- 
cumstances of this transaction are on our Proceedings, which I will 
get abstracted for yon, and transmit by one of the first ships of the 

season. Mr. , although there was no imputation on Ins honour 

or integrity, was certainly let down very easily by being appointed 
Eesident at — — ■, and received more favour from this Government 
than his official conduct entitled him to. 

His successor at soon showed us what might be done by- 

capacity and exertion, and in little more than a twelvemonth, 
nearly restored that most valuable aumng, which had been ruined 
by long mismanagement, to its former flourishing condition. 

In regard to Mr. ’s eventual, succession to Beauliah or 

Malda, no opportunity has offered for its taking place since I have 
been in ^dia ; for when Mr. Grant yr&s removed from Malda, it was 
necessary tkat his successor should take the unexpired term of his 

contract, before the end of which, Mr. had been promoted to 

, and gi-fen no favourable specimen of Ms abilities ; but I 

fairly own to you tihat if a vacancy had happened, I should hardly 

1 Jolin WoodhoEse, 'mmy yews m East. Mia Director. 

2 F 
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haTe thonglit myself justified iu appointing liim to eitlier of those 
Eesidencies, for he has had no experience in making silk, which 
important article forms a considerable part of the provision of the 
investment at both these places. 

It is true that by the long existence of the contract system, so 
few of the Company’s servants had an opportunity of obtaining 
commercial knowledge, that 1 have been under the necessity of 
appointing gentlemen to manage silk as well as other aurungs, 
who have had no experience, but then they appeared to me to be 
persons of quickness and exertion, which talents Mr. unfor- 

tunately does not possess. Before I conclude I must beg leave to 
observe, that I do not conceive any man can have behaved with 
more proper respect to the Court of Directors than I have done 
ever since I have held my present station ; but I must freely 
acknowledge that before I accepted the arduous task of governing 
this country, I did understand that the practice of naming persons 
from England, to succeed to offices of great trust and importance 
to the public welfare in this country, without either knowing or 
regarding whether such persons were in any degree qualified for 
such offices, was entirely done away. If unfortunately so per- 
nicious a system should be again revived, I should feel myself 
obliged to request that some other person might immediately take 
from me the responsibility of governing these extensive dominions, 
that I might preserve my own character, and not be a witness 
to the ruin of the interests of my country. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

The Governor-General in Council to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, * Fort wiiHam, Aug. lo, i 789 . 

. . . We cannot avoid mentioning, that among the private 
instances of generosity and benevolence which were exhibited on 
the day that was fixed for celebrating His Majesty’s recovery, Coja 
Oacheek Arakeel, an Armenian, deserves particular notice. He 
was not contented with testifying as others did his pleasure at the 
event by illumination and other public demonstrations of joy, but 
he also took that occasion, to do an act of uncommon charity, by 
j^jdng the debts of, and releasing no less than one hundred and 
n^ottunate people, prisoners for debt in the jail of fhe 
'Bequ&ts. . 
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Eael Coenwallis to Lord Hawkesbuey. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Aug. 10, 1789. 

I liave been honoured with your letter of Jan. 6, since which 
the gloomy prospect which then hung over the affairs of Britain 
has been most happily dispelled, and everything now promises to 
go on in its usual, and I trust prosperous channel 

I have the pleasure of knowing Mr. Beachcroft, and should be 
glad on his own, as well as on your Lordship's recommendation, to 
show a kindness to Ms son, who is a young man of good character. 

I doubt however very much whether he has had sufficient 
experience in the commercial line, to enable him to manage so 
difficult and so very important an aurung as Luckipore, which is 
almost the only one of any magnitude which supplies the species of 
coarse cloths which do not interfere with the British manufacture. 

If in the com*se of the ensuing winter, an opportunity should 
offer of appointing Mr. Beachcroft to a Commercial Kesidency, in 
which he would be likely to succeed, I shall bo very glad to do it. 
But here, my Lord, we are in the habit of looking for the man for 
the place, and not for the place for the man. 

I have never heard of your clerical friend Mr. Hollingbury, but 
unless he was sent out by the Court of Directors, I could not have 
it in my power to promote him. 

Mrs. Johnson^ is now better, but she was very much mortified, 
not to have an opportunity of testifying her loyalty by coming to 
the entertainment which I gave on the 28th ultimo, in celebration 
of the joyful event of His Majesty's recovery, as sbe was at that 
time very much indisposed. j &o., 

OORNWALHSi 

Eard Cornwallis to Viscount Bromk. 

My DEAREST Charles, Caku^^fca, Aug, 14, I789. 

We tried our hand at illuminations here on the evening of 
the day appointed for the celebration of His Majesty's recovery, 
when the army fired what is called a fe% d$ and I gave a 
concert and supper' to the whole settlement, bht unluckily, after 
we had made all our preparations, and flattered ourselves th4t we 
diould rival the most brilliant part of London, just about sunset 
there came on a most violent ^tdrrent of rain, '^hich lasted the 
greatest part of the night, and put out our lamps almost as &st as 

' Mtfs. was widow of Mr. Watfcs, sRt was moftier of ths 1st Lord LiverpooFs 

for some Mitts Uoveiaor of Basgal, Ly whom M'wtfo. 
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we could light them. We must now hope the good intention will 
• be taken for the act ; the supper, which could not be put out by 
the rain, was a very gooH one ; some of the gentlemen who stayed 
late however were nearly extinguished by the claret; seven of 
the finest ladies of the place and twelve gentlemen sang the 
Coronation Anthem, so that upon the whole you see that it was a 
magnificent business. 

The accounts I receive of you from Mr. Hayes, the B. of Lich- 
field, and indeed everybody that knows you, give me the greatest 
joy and satisfaction ; and now the greatest happiness I have to look 
forward to in this world is our meeting, which I trust will be in 
May or June, 1791, not quite a year and a half from the time that 
this letter will probably reach you. God bless you, my dearest 
Charles, may you be as well and as happy as I wish you, and you 
will not desire any more. j am most truly 

Your affectionate Father, , 

COBXW ALLIS. 

Right Hon. Henry Dundas to Earl Cornwallis. 

WimHedon, April 3, 1789. [Received Aug. 1789 .] — See Appendix, No. 26. 

Earl Cornwallis to Captain Kennaway. 

Sir, I’ort William, Ang. 26, 1789. 

. . . Tippoo’s letter to the Nabob of Karnoul,^ is de- 
scriptive of his general character of bigotry to his religion, and 
jealousy and hatred of Europeans, though perhaps his enmity to 
our nation may be particularly predominant. 

You will inform the Nizam and the Minister, that I consider 
the communication of the letter as a confidential mark of their 
cordiality, to which I shall always be happy, when opportunities 
offer, to make suitable returns. 

It would be inconsistent with the good faith which we wish to 
observe in all our treaties or transactions with the Princes of his 
country, to engage in intrigues or correspondence with the tribu- 
taries or dependents of any power with whom we are at peace, and 
you therefore acted properly and judiciously in declining to meet 
the advances that were made to you by the Nabob of Karnoul; 
a]^ttiop.gh there are many circumstances that we could plead to 
a ;want of forbearance of that natai*e with regard to Tippop. 

' however, observe the same rule in all similar eases that 

A petty to tlie Nizum., ' . . ' ■' 
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may occur, tliough. it will be proper in such, instances tliat yon 
slionld clearly explain to the parties concerned, that this GoYem- 
ment does not avoid a connexion with them from being indifferent 
to tlieir friendship, or insensible of their merit in showing a partiality 
to the Company; but that we are precluded at present from 
contracting the engagements that they may desire, by considera- 
tions of justice and national hononi', which do not admit of any 
deviation on onr part from the faith of existing treaties, whilst they 
continue to be observed by the Princes of this country with whom 
they have been made. . . . 

' My desire is that yoni* public language and manner shonH 
be extremely guarded, and free from all appearance of inve- 
teracy or aversion to Tippoo’s vakeels or to their master; and 
though it will not be proper that the advances should be made by 
you, I do not wish you to decline living upon terms of common 
civility, or even your mutually visiting each other, if it should be 
proposed by them. And should fair opportunities offer in the 
course of occasional meetings, I have no objection to your throwing 
out as an opinion of your own, that there is no rooted antipathy 
against d^'ippoo in this Government . . . 

It ixiay be proper that you should know, that I have already 
declared to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
that in my opinion the Settlement of Tellicherry is not of value to 
the Company, either in a commercial or a political light, in any 
degree of proportion to the expense and risk at which it is main- 
tained ; and consequently that it would be a wise measure to 
relinquish it either for an advantageous equivalent, or even when 
it can be done without discredit. 

The province of Cuttack is one of the few districts in this 
country which it would be desirable to add to the present posses- 
sions of the Company. 

Some desultory propositions have been agitated at Poona, for 
obtaining that province by an exchange of territory ; and with that 
view Mr. Malet was authorized to mention as a thought of his own, 
that the Peshwa's administration* might in some transaction with 
Tippoo, obtain a valuable consideration for engaging to procure for 
Mm the surrender of Tellicherry from us. No progress, however, 
w,as made in that negotiation; and it appears to me not entfrely 
impossible that an opening may offer, during the residence^ of 
Tippoo^s vakeels at Hydrabad, for' effecting our purpose of getting 
rid of Tellicherry with credit and advantage, still more conveniently 
by the means of a negotiation with the Nizam* , . . 

I think it possible that in the course of conversation upon 
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that subject^ with the Minister, you may find an opening to 
say in an unaffected manner, that you are sorry that from the 
situation of Tellicherry, Tippoo’s jealousy of our interference 
between him and his tributaries may be incurable, and that in your 
opinion it would be extremely desirable that some arrangement 
could be made, by which the Nizam should give the Company a 
proper compensation for Tellicherry; and that Tippoo should in 
some form or other give His Highness a sufficient equivalent for 
surrendering his rights in that settlement to him. 

Should the Minister adopt the idea with earnestness, you may 
encourage him to make some specific proposition of an equivalent 
to be allowed to the Company by the Nizam (and it could easily 
be done by a deduction from the peshcush), for giving him the 
disposal of Tellicherry, to be forwarded to me; but should he 
appear disinclined to enter into a negotiation of that nature, or 
even hear what you may tlnow out xxpon it with seeming indiffer- 
ence, it will not be proper for you to touch upon the subject again, 
unless it should be revived by^himself. 

By some accounts that I have received from the Southern parts 
of the Carnatic, the Eajah of Travancore appears to be much 
alarmed at the warlike preparations that Tippoo has been making 
for some time past, in his neighbourhood at Coimbatore. But as 
Tippoo is well aware that an attack upon any part of the country 
of Travancore would be looked upon by this Government as an act 
.of hostility against the Company, and as you have seen no reason 
to apprehend that he entertains any design at present to break 
with us, I hope that the Rajah will soon see that his fears have 
without foundation. ... I 

CORNWAUUS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Major Palmer. 

BlI^ Fort WilliaiD, Aug. 26, 1789- 

Oandour obliges me to acknowledge, that the Yiisier’s general 
conduct towards Scindia for several years past, must have been 
considered by the latter as unaccommodating, and to a certain 
degree provoking. But at the same tim^ great allowance should 
be made for the feelings of a Prince of his BxceUeney’s rank apd 
having been witness for a train of 'Successive years of 
Vf trseverance with which ' Scindia has pttrsued schemes of 
ambition 'and avarice in Hindostan. ' , , 

sujppoaed to We teem ^reu, hj tlie 'to' 



1789. 


INDIA. 


439 


I cannot therefore admit upon the most partial consideration of 
their relative situations, that Scindia’s complaints against the Vizier 
are founded upon such valid grounds, as to justify his throwing, 
threats out of public resentment. 

For though I do not approve of his Excellency’s showing, 
countenance or furnishing shelter to Scindia’s professed political 
enemies, yet as those men have only become his enemies in conse- 
quence of his own ambition and a systematic plan of encroachment^ 
the protection which may have been offered to some of them by 
the Vizier, cannot be viewed by any means in so offensive a light 
as if they had been native Marattas, or had been for a considerable 
time in a state of submission to the Maratta Government. 

It will be proper that you should take an early opportunity to 
discuss this subject fully with Scindia; and after claiming the 
credit to which we have so just a title, for the sincerity with which 
I have adhered to my professions to him since my arrival in India, 
and which, he has exj)oriencecI in the most substantial manner, by the 
strict neutrality which this Government has observed during several 
delicate and intricate tuims in his affairs, you will convey to him' the 
substance of what 1 have stated, in the most friendly and conciliatory 
language. I should wish you at the same time to be at pains to 
explain to him, that although the general principles of Ms own 
political conduct, ought in my opinion to render Mm cautious in 
preferring public complaints against the Vizier, of the nature of those 
that have been lately under discussion, yet that I am ready to allow 
that his Excellenc/s behaviour to Mm on several occasions, has not 
been entirely blameless. And you may assure Mm that from that 
consideration, as well as from my personal regard for him, and my 
respect for the Maratta State, I shall always be ready to interpose 
my good offices with the Vizier, to obtain his acquiescence, to aE 
Scindia’s reasonable requests. But you wiU always endeavour to 
make Scindia sensible, that should Ms BxceEehcy’s aversion to such 
compliances as I may from time tp time recomipend, prove inyin- 
cible by means of persuasion, it would not only be indehcMe, but 
MgHy unjustifiable in me to employ any other mode to induce an 
ally, with whom we are connected, by ;the ^ct^t ties pi friendship 
and mutual interests, to^ comply' with requirimons' which, in my 
own opinion, eannbt in st»ct |ustio6 be demanded from him.' . 

, Should Scindia, oontrai^ to my expectations, de4^o that he wxE 
not overlook (or depend mtfrely on My ■interference to endeavour 
to procure redress for) any' ’future siinilar grounds' of complaint that 
may be furnished by the , conduct of the Vizier, and should 'think 
proper to express a' resolution to show his resentment by any public' 
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acts, you are to recommend to him in civil but in the most explicit 
terms, to weigh very maturely the consequences that may follow his 
executing such a determination ; and notify to him, in a manner 
that cannot be misapprehended, that I shall consider any act of 
injury or insult to the Vizier or his subjects, precisely in the same 
light as if it had been oifered to any of the immediate subjects or 
dominions of the Company. . . . 

The particular circumstance of Scindia’s having become a 
princij)al on the side of the Marattas in the late treaty of Peace, 
and the long connexion which has now subsisted between him and 
this Grovernment, has hitherto rendered it expedient to station a 
Besident with him, though I must confess that it is somewhat 
problematical, whether the measure is necessary or advantageous to 
the Company. 

From the authority winch seems to haye been delegated by the 
Peshwa’s Government to Ali Behauder^ and Tookojee Holkar to 
interfere with Scindia in the management of the Maratta interests 
in Hindostau, it appears to be more than probable that he may 
resolve to relinquish that scene altogether, and either return to his 
own territories or repair to Poona, to endeavour to recover any 
credit that he may have lost with the principal members of the 
Pesliwa’s administration. 

Should he come to either determination, you are not to accede 
to any proposition for youi' remaining with both, or with either of 
the other Maratta chiefs; but when Scindia shall be ready to 
depart, you are to take leave of him with every possible public 
mark and demonstration of cordiality and friendship, and to 
proceed with your assistant and escort and suite with all convenient 
despatch to Benares, where you will receive such further instructions 
as may be judged proper by this Government. 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. ' 


Minute of the Governor-Gbneeal. 
Sept, is; 1789 . — See Appendix, No. 27. 


Ali Behaudar, graiiidson of the Beshwa 
Eao, by* a Mohammedan woman. *He 
waS' tn Ishe serrioe of the reigning Peshwa, and 
Mija by* Nana fvmaYese with an army to 
in his invasion of Hindustan, 
from him he made conqti^ts 


for himself in Bnndelkund, which, after his 
death in 1802 at the siege of Kalinjar, were 
seized by the Peshwa and Sindia. They 'are 
now mostly in the possession of theGom- 

C y, but hie descendants ale still Nabobs of 
da In Bnndelkund. ' ' , ' 
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Major-General Grenville to Earl Cornwallis, 

[deceived Sept. 18, 1789.] 

My dear LoRDj 7, Siickville Street, April 14, 1789. 

I had the pleasure in' my last to acquaint you with the 
King’s convalescence : I have now still a greater satisfaction in 
assuring you of his perfeet recovery, which, God be praised, is 
complete in every respect. I need not, and indeed it is hardly 
possible for me to give you a just description of the universal joy 
which has been testified by almost the whole nation, upon this 
fortunate event. Mr. Pitt’s conduct throughout the whole of this 
very embarrassing situation has been so judicious and manly, that 
it has raised him still higher, if possible, in the estimation of the 
people than he was before ; the many difficulties he had to encoun- 
ter, and the influence of certain great persons, who stuck at nothing 
to gain over the majority to their side, was not suffident to ov<w- 
whelm him, and I think it does infinite credit to both Houses of 
Parliament, that notwithstanding the above, and the very liopelesH 
state of the King’s illness, which at one particular tiiiio rnadcqx^ople 
almost despair of his recovery, they still held out firm, with very 
few exceptions, amongst which I am sorry to say that a very old 
friend and acquaintance of ours. Lord Lothian, was the most conspi’- 
cuous. The many personal obligations which I understand he lays 
under to His Majesty, and the very friendly footing on wHch the 
King was always pleased to put him, should have made him hesitate, 
whatever his opinions might have been, to have taken so aedive a 
part in Opposition, as he must have at least guessed, to speak the 
least harsh of the business, that should His Majesty recover (whiesh, 
however improbable it might have appeared to him, was yet fully 
possible), he would have been extremely shocked to have had all 
his old servants dismissed, and tJdng$ dme which could mt ham hem 
undone; in short I cannot see how he can well defend himself, 
and indeed H. M. has pretty strongly shown hi$ sense of his 
conduct, by having amongst one of the first things ha did upon his 
recovery, taken away his regiment of Life Guards, and given tlAein 
to Lord Dover, and oifered him a regiment of Dragoons upon the 
Irish establishment, which Ms Lordship has thought proper to refuse. 
As I acquainted the Duke that a very good opportunity offered for 
a safe conveyance of a letter to you, I 'am in hopes that H. K. IL 
wEl devote one half-hour to that purpose. I am sorry to say 
that he still continues in the same style of life which has lasted 
the whole winter, and wMch if he does not soon change, neither his 
constitution or pocket can hold out, and we shall be obliged, as tlm 
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sailors call it, to cut and run for the Continent ; in short, my dear 
Lord, we take a long time to sow our yrild oats, and I am sadly 
afraid we shall never have a good crop, unless something turns up 
in our favour, to remove us from this scene of riot and eternal 
dissipation. He has not shown me any of your letters ; I thinh it 
however my duty to give you a hint to take care what you write, as 
he is beyond measure careless in leaving his letters about open upon 
the table, and I have lately had some complaints from his corre- 
spondents on that head : I very often remarked it when I was in 
Germany, and have frequently spoke to him upon it. I am not 
sufficiently informed to give you any tolerable account of the state of 
politicks either at home or abroad : everything seems to go on here in 
its old course ; no talk of war, though our alliance with Prussia may 
possibly lead us into one, as everything seems to be upon the stir 
on the Continent. The Emperor ‘ is extremely iU and in a danger- 
ous way; if he should die it would still add to the confusion, as 
there is no King of the Eomans : we shall, however, endeavour to 
keep ourselves out of the scrape, and if France will let us we shall 
remain quiet. The show of Hastings’ trial begins again on Tuesday. 
I wish they would raise a tax upon all the auditors and spectators, 
as I believe it is the only good we shall derive from it. The King 
goes to St. Paul’s on the 23rd,® which is to be a day of general 
thanksgiving throughout the whole kingdom. . . . 

Adieu, my dear Lord. Believo me to be ever, with the truest 


attachment, &c.. 


E. Geenville. 


A thousand thanks to you for yours of the 8th of Nov. 1788. 


SxK JoHir Macphebson, Bakt., to Eael Coenwauus. 

[Keceived SepL, 1789.] 

My IiORB, ^ ^ IfOndon, Marcli 9, 1789. 

• , . Your Lordship will mderstand from the Oompahy’s 
despatches that I haye resigned their seryioe. The Board of Oon- 

letter to the Court m the 26th of last 
st^tijig their rea^n why my return to India in a secondary 
situation was mex:pedient^ — ^haying filled the first with the upproha^ 
my ^ employers, wd' hayii^ receiyed their thanks. . They 
^p^gly recommended. a rmnuneration on the part. of,lhe 'Com''- 

17^0 j |788.' ’ ■' 'tile' '' 

; Wc«id iH, 

.3^1 'Wteiaed , % J OTete. 'Of dispkv'ed on 
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pany of 2000^. a-year, as my removal from the Government was 
not owing to any fault. At that moment the influence of adminis- 
tration was in a state of dissolution at the India House, and that of 
the ex-ministers, who had espoused my cause, was not established ; 
and “opposite counteractions had their effect. The friends of my 
predecessor and of Lord Macartney, were not well pleased to see so 
superior an attention paid to my interests ; and the connexions of 
those who were hurt by the reforms were not friendly. The issue 
was curious. The main (question could not be carried with cer- 
tainty. The opinion of law was taken, and my salary, with the 
present of 50,000 rupees, were granted^ Mr. Pitt and the Luke of 
Portland were less pleased with the conduct of the Court than I 
was ; and though Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas knew that my opinion 
did not coincide with theirs in recent politicks, they were not the 
less urgent in my business. It was indeed their own ; and as I 
have only received my legal rights, I imagine Mr. Pitt will still 
move for an aiiiiual establishment for me, cither from the Company 
or in Parliament He is apprised that from certain circumstances, 
I had pi’etensions to the salary of a higher rank than that of a 
Member of Council. . . . 

Your LordsMp will know from your relations, that if there had 
been a change in Government, your Lordship was to have been 
supported. I have invariably adhered to my first dedaxation to 
your Lordship, relative to the support necess^ and due to your 
administration* I have had many conversations with my Lord 
North on the subject, and I believe your LordsMp will find the 
Prince of Wales, who honours me sometimes with questions abont 
India, as well disposed to your cause, if not more so, than he was 
some time ago. The Luke of York is steadily so. 

No succe^or is yet thought of to your Government ; and as. I 
mentioned before, your Lordship will be anxious to have one befor©^ 
you have notice of Ms appointment. If I were ambitloW’ erf 
commencing an India campaign, the field is, I bdiev©,'-asppdi'to 
me as to any person. * * . ' , ' ' ' ' ■ ' ■ 

I sincerely wish your LordsMp good ^ health, a prosperous 
Government, and a safe return to your native land, and have the 
honour to be^ , With much reject, 4e*, 

-'JoM Maophi'bson. 

Rg^_*Yi7hen I was leaving Bengal, the Yiriar offered me some 
presents. 1 sent him word (through Oblbuel Harpux, who by-the- 

i I!« ttkimetl a poMioa o£ 20001., W fee only afooeiwi the $wa of 15,30X1. 7s. 
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bye I baYe never seen in tbis country but once) that if bis Excellency 
or bis minister sent me one of Saja swords and some ottar of roses, 
as specimens of the country manufactures, I would receive them 
and give them to the Prince of Wales, who bad then honoured me 
with a letter. Since my arrival in tbis country I have presented 
them. They were of little value but as curiosities. They have 
been graciously received — a circumstance which cannot but be agree- 
able to the Vizier and bis minister, if mentioned by your Lordship. 

The whole of this letter is a string of gross misrepresentations. 
When Sir John wrote it, he had been distinctly informed that on no 
consideration would he be allowed to return to India, and he was 
perfectly aware that nothing but a change of G-overnment could 
have given him a chance of being appointed Governor-General. 
He looked for support from the Whigs, as the reward of having 
ratted to them on the Regency question ; but even among that 
party, there were several whose claims were stronger than his. 

His resignation was a farce, for when, he left India he was in 
fact legally out of the service, although he endeavoured to evade 
the law by sailing nominally for the Cape instead of to Europe 
direct. 

His demand for a pension higher than that of Member of 
Council had already been rejected, both by the Board of Control 
and the Couii} of Directors, in the most unqualified manner ; nor 
had greater success attended his attempt to prove that the appoint- 
ment of Lord Cornwallis was illegal, and that in consequence he 
himself was still Governor-General 


LlEUT.-GiSNEEAL GRANT TO EaRL CoRNWALLIS. 


[Received Sept, 1789.] 

Mt DEAE LoED, Sackville Street, March 18, 1789. 

I Iiaye not liad resolution to take up the pen for some 
months : the country has been in such a situation from tho King’s 
unfortunate state of health, and the consequences -which might 
attend the continuance of that disorder were so uncertain, that it 
Was impossible to form an opinion with any degree of precision, or 
to attempt with satisfaction to oneself to give an idea of what was 
likely to happen, to a friend at a distance. Reports varied by the 
Wfi! ; party ran higher than was ever seen or heard of ; it would 
have been safe — certainly not pleasant— to bring men of 
I to meet at dinneore at, a third place, if such a neutral 
beerifouhd The King’s dijBbrder was 
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observed at Windsor tbe 22ud of October, by Sir George Baber, ^ 
but lie did not mention it at the time, and lias been blamed for 
allowing His Majesty to go to tlie levee when he was not fit to 
appear in publick. The levee was short ; he said nothing improper, 
but everybody was struck with his looks, and the Foreign Ministers 
informed their respective Courts that the Xing was insane, and it 
was from abroad that his madness was first publicly mentioned. I 
was in Scotland at the time. * We all believed him to be danger- 
ously ill, and expected then to hear of his death by every post. 
Warren and Sir George Baker told their friends in conversation 
that the King had lost his senses, and that the madness was of such 
a nature as never to be cured, and that lie certainly would remain 
in a state of insanity or idiotism during the remaining part of his 
life ; their opinions, openly enough given, though they did not go 
so far when examined by Committees of the Lords and Commons, 
undoubtedly influenced the conduct of Opposition to the last 
moment ; they wonld not bring themselves to believe that it was 
possible for the King ever to resume the Govcrmneut. So much 
wore they convinced of the fact, that notwithstanding the favour- 
able reports from Kew, they fixed the members for the Kegent’s 
administration on Wednesday the 14th of February ; and the very 
next day, February 15, the Chancellor moved for an adjournment 
in the House of Lords, and to postpone the further consideration 
of the Begenoy Bill, as the King’s health was restored, and 
that his perfect recovery would probably in a very short time 
enable His Majesty to resume the Government This happened 
critically about three or four days at most, before the Prince was to 
take possession of the Government as Kegeiit : in that case Charles 
Fox and that party would have been fixed upon the Treasury 
Bench. Mr. Pitt and his adherents would every man of them have 
been turned out of office ; and I do not pretend to tell you when 
the King would have recovered, Notwithstanding all the precau- 
tions which were taken, the resumption of regal power might have 
been attended with some difficulty. Indeed, Opposition might have 
had possession many weeks before, if they had not prolonged the 
business by long speeches in ill-timed debates, which could answer 
no purpose but to delay theit* getting into power^ — the object which 
they anxiously wished for. Much time was lost by Mr. Fox throw- 
ing out in the House, that the Prince might claim his right to the 
Kegency without the concurrence of Parliament— a doctrine which 
was broached originally before the meeting of Parliament by Lord 

^ Sir Oeorgo Baker, Bart., so created Aug. 1722, d. June 15, 1809 ; to. June 28, 1768, 
26, 1776. FresMent of the College of ?hy- Jane, dau. of Roger Morris, Esq. 
iiciMjts, and Bhyaiom to His Majesty, Tb. 
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Lougliborougli, wlien Fox was in Italy : that produced restrictions 
and long debates upon every one of them. Burke of course many 
hours every day upon his legs. For the good of the Minister, and 
the destruction of his friends, a second examination of physicians 
insisted upon, in hopes that it would appear that the King's reco- 
very was improbable if not impossible, and that such a report might 
operate upon the minds and opinions of members of both Houses of 
Parliament, in which the majorities -kept together in a most asto- 
nishing manner. Notwithstanding threats and promises in the 
most open and public manner, no impression was made upon the 
members ; and during the course of the business, though the Oppo- 
sition consisted of a strong party, with the Prince and Puke of 
York at their head, there were fewer rats than could have been 
expected, as the probability was that the whole power of the 
country, and particularly the patronage of the army and navy, 
would soon be vested in them. White’s Club, which is now in 
great repute, was a great support to the Minister. Eighty-nine 
members of Parliament, who belong to the club, attended (|)nstantly 
and voted with Mr. Pitt. His friend Bankes,^ indeed, took the 
wrong side upon one question, to limit the time of restriction for 
making Peers, but he came back again ; the late Speaker’s illness 
occasioned a few days’ delay. In short, a multiplicity of blunders 
and a number of lucky circumstances, with the assistance of 
Dr. Willis, concurred to save this country, and particularly the 
army. . . . 

The King is now at Windsor, does business as usual, and is as 
well as ever he was in his life, I think his recovery is in a groat 
measure owing to a letter which Mrs. Harcourt ® wrote to the Queen, 
recommending Pr. Willis, because several of her family, the cases 
of whom she stated fairly and openly, had recovered under his care; 
and Willis was certainly sent for in consequence of that informa- 
tion. The moment he saw the King he said, if he was a subject, he 
should not hesitate to declare that it was a favourable case, and 
that he would recover ; but that he could not speak with such con- 
fidence about His Ma-jesty, as ha did not know, in what manner a 
king might be treated ; and that there were many things against him 


^ Hw-ry Baate, I* Jm. 17, 1757, C Dec. 
17, laHj m. itig. 18, J784, FmcM, dau. 
.William Woodley. of the Leeward 
M.?. fer Corfe Oastle from Oofe. 

, 18’2.8j tto Ibi* Borseii to 

.tEe Horn 

' Wprti 'I# 

df WaW ;lt4 ■ ■ 


and widow of Thomas Xookhart, h. 
1750 , d. Jan. 14, 188$ f Har^ 

comrt, $«pt. 3, 1778. Both dke aai 0®nwal 
Haxoowrt wm on terns of garoat intlmgoy 
with th© Royal Family, She was soloetrf & 
iooompany rrinoess Oarolint of Bmwwlofe to 
Ejnglaiid.— So© Maimshufy 
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wliicli did not apply to a subject. The pulse, it seems, is not raised 
by insanity, and the King’s was at 140 ; during his malady, when- 
ever the pulse fell, he became quiet for a few hours at a time ; and 
since the fever has gone off, and the pulse has fallen to 64, he is 
perfectly well, and all the physicians agree, even Dr. Warren, 
that the King’s disorder was a fever, which occasioned a delirium, 
and not a madness, and that there is no more danger of a relapse 
than in the case of a common fever ; but to guard against unex- 
pected accidents, I fancy a Eegency will be fixed in the course of 
this session, in case the calamity should again happen, and I rather 
think a dissolntion of Parliament will follow. 

Tuesday the 10th, when Commissioners were appointed hy His 
Majesty, and the Chancellor in the King’s name made a speech to 
both the Houses of Parliament, eveiy house in London was illumi- 
nated, and the town from one end to the other a lamp of light ; 
and all the villages round followed the example. Tliere was no 
mob and no confusion, though every street and lane were so full of 
people that one might have walked upon their heads from Charing 
Cross into the City, or to Hyde-park Corner. I could not get to 
White’s from my house, in a carriage. There was a ball that night 
at Lord Sydney’s,^ and many of the company could not get there 
till morning. Mr. Pitt’s ^carriage was stopped an hour and a half 
at the head of the Haymarket, in attempting to go to the baM ; he 
got out and walked to White’s, where he supped, and when he 
inquired at two o’clock about his carriage, the answer was, that the 
carriage was just where he loft it. We were thirteen at supper 
that night, who agreed that the club should give a ball upon the 
King’s recovery at the Pantheon. We subscribed and paid ten 
guineas a-pieoe, appointed Lords Chesterfield^ and Coventry^ 
managers, and directed the subscription to be opened for two 
hundred members, wMch was to be closed on Thursday the 19th, 
whether it was full or not. The expense must have fallen upon 
the original seventeen; four other gentlemen did not choose to 


^ Lord Sydney lived in Orosvenor Square, 

® Philip, 5th Earl of Chesterfield, K.G., b. 
Hov. 28, 1755, d. Ang. 29, 1815 f m. 1st, 
Sept. 16, 1777, Anue, dau. of the Kev. 
Thoam Thistkthwaite, D.O., of Korman 
Court ; 2ixd, May 2, 1799, Henrietta# dau. of 
*rhomas, 1st Mai'q^is of Bath. Joint !Posfc- 
ffi»ter-Cenei‘al from Maroh 18, 1790, to 
X, 1798, and then Master of the Hoi^e 
tin July 21, 1804. He 'i?(ras appointed Am- 
bassador to Spain Dee. 31, 178S, 
oioe he resigned in 1787, hating never pro- 
ceeded to Madrid. 

® George William, 8th Karl bf Covmtry, 

* 


b. April 2B, 1722, d. Sept. 3, 1809; m. 
1st, March 5, 1752, Maria, dan. of John 
Qitnning, Esq., of Castle Coots, She and 
her sister, the Pnehess of Argyk, were consi- 
dered the two most beauMM women of the 
— gee Walpolek Letters, pmdp^f and 
other contemporary, Memoirs. The Editor 
has often heard Ms grandfather, Sir Eobert 
Gunnhig (a near relation of these ladies), mij, 
that when they walked in the Mall, Urey 
were actually inoommodod by passers-by, 
who crowded round in admiration# Lord 
CoTent3.y m. 2nd, Sept 27, 1764, Barham, 
dau. of John, tOth Loyd St John- 
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follow their example. A good many subscribed next day and the 
day following, but some cautions gentlemen kept off, and the list 
was not Ml till Wednesday the 18th. A great many came upon 
the Thursday, and were much disappointed upon finding that the 
number of subscribers was complete, and that they were prechided. 
The ladies are all to be dressed in white and gold ; on the front of 
their caps they are to have a motto of God save the King,’’ in 
gold letters. The Prince and Dulce of York were offered tickets, 
which they refused, but desired to subscribe ; that was agreed to, 
but they are not to come. The Opposition ladies follow the ex- 
ample ; and decline coming to the hall ; but there probably will be 
some exceptions. Mrs. Sawbridge^ had ordered her dress, but upon 
finding that the Duchess of Devonshire was not to go to the ball, 
she thought it would be improper in her, and therefore counter- 
manded her dress. I know the Queen had a wish, with the 
Princesses, to see the hall ; but it was given by subscription, and 
was evidently a party ball. The idea was laid aside, and they are 
not to come.^ The first drawing-room is to be on Thursday the 
26th, which will be fuller than ever a birthday was ; and all the 
Government great men are to give dinners, -and they compare lists 
to enable them to include everybody. Sir John Maepherson will 
not be of the number : he has touched five-and-twenty thousand 
pounds from the Company, and took the opportunity of going over 
to the Eising Sun in the first boat ; he is not in Parliament, but he 
carried off' his namesake and Sir Samuel Hannay : so that Hastings 
l!fas not mistaken in the opinion which he gave you of him. 

. . . Your friends are all well, and we drink your health in 

a bumper at the Wednesday Club. It is time to drop the pen, 
and to assure you that I ever shall be most perfectly yours, 

James GiiAXT. 


Major-Gkxeral Gbjbnville to Eael Cornwallis. 


Mt dear Lord, 


[Received Sept., 1789.] 


MarcR, 1789. 


, . . The news which 
certain person about whom wo be 
whom we most cordially love, wil 
nature than the laet, as I have 

'' Aw, dan. of Sir William StepRenwa, at 
' Mayor of toadon 5 m. June 16, 

Jofeft'%vbrid«, of an 

AJiiWmi' a idokiii,partisw o*f fox. He , 
waa M'if . 'lilofw’todt hr Eondottv 


I liavo to send you concerning a 
ith interest oxtrselvos so much, and 

I I hope be of a more comfortable 
the consolation to think that we 

^ The ball took place April 16. In fbe 
newspapers of the day it is stated imt tliote 
were 50 cooks, 50 butlers, 50 mnridiates, 200 
Waiters, and 14,000 eolouied lamps* 
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have m a great measure sown our ^vfld oats, and begin to see tilings 
in a clearer light than wo haye liitherto done. In the first place I 
understand (for I see very little of him myself, excepting for half 
an hour or so in a morning) that we have totally given up gam- 
blmg— I hope for eyer._ The purchase of Oatlands,i a measure 
winch I was at first inclined to condemn, turns out much better 
than I imagmed, and has met with His Majesty’s approbation, 
who, though he sees very little of him, still retains a great afifeetion 
tor him, and likes the idea of having him so near a neighbour, 
ihe sale of the Yorkshire estate is not yet negotiated, though in a 
very fair way of being sold to a Mr. Tenitson,® a Genevese banker, 
lor ^0,OOOZ. more than the Duke gave for it. If we can get the 
above sum, I shall look upon it as a great piece of good fortune, 
and shall think thaf H. E. H. has acted most wisely in having 
taken this resolution. I \rish I could send you a bettor account 
of the manner in Avhich we employ our time. That natural aver- 
sion to any application of a serious nature predominates as much 
as over, though I mu.st do liim the justice to say that ho is ex- 
tremely attentive to the keeping up of good order and discipline 
in his own regiment; but could wish that ho would enter a little 
inore into the general concerns of the whole army, which would 
give liim a certain weight* amongst us, and show that his zeal is not 
confined to his own regiment alone, but that he interests himself 
for the whole. I have accordingly continually recommended it to 
him to get ^oroughly acijuainted with officers of a cei*tain stamp, 
which he might do without any trouble or restraint whatever, by 
which means he would get a knowledge of the different merits and 
characters of the several officers in every branch of the pi-ofession, 
and make Iiimsolf to be looked up to by the whole army. I gbsff 
endeavour if possible to gain this point with him in the course of 
the winter, by desiring him to set apart a day or two in the week 
for this purpose, and wliich, in reality, if he likes the profession, 
will bo no sacrifice whatever. The weight which a certain person* 
had with him at his first coming over, is greatly gone off, and is 
exactly now what it should bo.' As I have acquainted H. E. H. 
with the opportunity that offers of sending his letter by a safe 
conveyance, I take for granted you will receive a letter from^him 

‘ Oatlandfl, in iiJuJToy, wlxeve the Duke was fethnr of the lat Lord Rendlcaham. He 
wi(M till hiH death. did not buy Thomville llojil, -wWoh was sub- 

* Iho name ot Teniison is evidently a mis- uequeutly, for a short time, in the possession 
toko for riiclusson, and the pemon meant is of Colond Thornton, of siKirtlng notoriety : it 
IVtor Isaao Thelusaon, whoge ■well-known will is now (under the name of Sfourton Castle') 
has given ri.ic lo so mnch litigation ; b. nii.’j the propeity of lord Stourton. 
at I'aria, d. .hiiKs 2, 17i)7 ; in. Jan. 6, 1781, » Tho I’rince of Wales. 

Amwj of Matthew Woodford^ Esq. Ho 

VOIi* h 2 
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by your brother. In regard to foreign and domestic politicks, I 
can only say that everything goes on perfectly well here. The 
Emperor^ seems to have made but a poor campaign of it hitherto : 
where the fault lies I will not pretend to say. The King of 
Sweden^ seems to have got into a scrape by having declared war 
against Eussia, without having previously formed such alliances as 
would counterbalance the assistance which Denmark is obliged by 
treaty to give to Eussia, and which she seems most ready and 
walling to grant to the very full extent of her stipulations. How 
far this may occasion the 'war to spread upon the Continent, I am 
not Politician enougJi to foresee. Our late treaty with Prussia/ 
offensive and defensive, is I believe confined to the maintaining the 
'Dutch Constitution against any future attacks of any power what» 
ever ; so that if Prance keeps aloof, and does not openly meddle 
in the above disputes, which she is not likely to do from the very 
wretched state of her finances, and the deplorable condition to 
which she is reduced by her intestine commotions, which very 
nearly amount to a civil warfare, we shall remain quiet spectators 
of the war upon the Continent. I have been very much busied 
lately in preparing my regiment for the King’s review at Windsor. 
It was to have taken place last Monday, but on account of the 
King’s indisposition it has been deferred. I have however the satis- 
faction to acquaint you that Ilis Majesty is much better. It has 
boon a very severe attack of the rheumatism, attended with violent 
spasms and pains in the stomach, owing to His Majesty’s imprudence 
in having got, thoroughly wet in the feet, and not having changed 
his stockings the whole evening; in addition to which he eat a 
quantity of cold pears, and dranlc ice- water, so that I think he is 
very lucky to have escaped so well, and 1 flatter myseff, from what 
he has suffered, that ha will bo more cautious for the future. . . 

We all look forward with great impatience for ’91, when we 
hop© you will keep your word. Adieu. 

Believe me, &c., 

E. Gbuhville. 


1 Emperor took tlio immodiato direc- 
tion the amy, but in Sepiendiet was 
ohligeij to retreat, and a truce for three 
was concluded. 

; dhstavus HI., b. Jan. 24, 1740, d. 
2$/ 1792, having been mortally 
'VchnW' by Anfe^rstroem at a masfined ball 
,10 preceding; tn. Nov. 4, 1706, 
dan. of Frederids,^ 'Sfch Eing 
rashly' involVed Ihmwlf in 


this war, and Sweden was saved from serious 
calamities only hy the bold conduct of Mr. 
Elliot, the British minister at Co|>enhagen, 
who, without instructions, insisted on an 
immediate trace. Tlie peace between Sweden 
and Russia was signed Aug. 14, 1790. 

^ Thk treaty was ' signed Aug. IS, 1788. 
It was" only defensive, and, renewed the obliga- 
tions contracted April l4 171^8, to defend 
Holland. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Pllllgeine Trevks,^ Esq. 

SlEj Calcutta, Oct. 3, 1789. 

I received yesterday your letter dated tlie 26tli ultimo, 
enclosing one from Sir Eobert Sloper. 

It is not easy for the Prince, nor perhaps even for Sir Eobert 
Sloper, to conceive how much my hands are tied ; but you, who 
know the present state of the service, and can see on the spot how 
the business of tlie country is carried on, will understand that I 
may wish you and Mrs. Treves very sincerely well, and yet not bo 
able to carry my good offices fimther than to recommend pru- 
dence and application. 

I beg you will present my respects to Mrs. Treves, and 

Believe mo, &e., 

COBNW ALLIS. 

Earl Cornwallis to Colonel Musgrave.® 

HIKj Fort, William, Oct. 5, 1789. 

1 , have been favoured with yom* letters dated the 30th of 
August, and 1st and 15th ultimo. I return the proceedings of tlie 
general court-martial, which was held at Trichinopoly for the trial 

of Lieut. of the Honourable Company’s service, with my 

confirmation of the sentence of dismission which was passed upon 
that officer. 

From the general tenour of those proceedings, I have seen 
reason to apprehend that it is a practice with officers on the Madras 
establishment, to engage in loans and in other pecuniary transac- 
tions with the natives of the country, at places where they possess 
an influence by being employed upon public duty ; and as I look 
upon shell practices to be highly improper for military men, ^ well 
as pernicious to tlie interests of the Company, I desire that you will 
take eveiy means that may be in your power, to put a stop to theiu 
amongst the troops under your command. 

I have also recommended this subject to the serious considera- 
tion of the Government of Fort St. George, and in order that they 
may be fully acquainted with the grounds upon which 1 have 
formed my opinion of tho existence of tliose transactions, I desire 

^ Fdkgrine TreVes, d. Aug. 95, 1895, m. of intimacy. Tbo Pdnee pked Mm one day 
Bopt, 7, 1785, Miss Kitty Btokos, a uatiaal after diimer, how he defmed a (kuthnmm. 
dau, of Sir K. Sloper. His father was well He is one man,”' was tho reply, who low 
known in Loudon m a money-lender, m>d iu one guinea in cadi pocket, and docs not cam 
that capuciiy ht*can«!! actpiaintel with the oik* d — for you nor youi; father.” 

I'rincc of Wah*h, with whom he was on h‘rms ^ Afterwardn Sir Tiiormis Mubgrave, Bart. 

2 0 2 
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that you will be pleased to direct the Judge-Advocate to furnish 
tlio Board with an attested copy of the proceedings of the aboTe- 
mentioned general court-martial. ... j 

COENWALLIS. 


Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

GrENTLEMEN, Fort William, Not. 1 , 1789. 

. . , I have received the highest satisfaction from the 

approbation that you have been pleased to express in your letter 
dated the 15th of April last, of the general political measures of 
tills Government ; and it has been in a peculiar manner flattering 
to me, that the line of conduct which I have pursued towards the 
Nizam since my arrival in Imlia, and in particular that the steps 
which I recommended for obtaining from him the possession of the 
Guntoor Circar, have been considered by you as consonant with 
the rules of good policy, and entirely conformable to the spirit of 
your instructions. . . . 

I must acknowledge that I am not sanguine enough to hope 
that by the cession.of Salsotte, or by any other important benefit or 
gratification which it may be in our power at any time to offer to 
the Peshwa, it will be possible to secure to the Company a revenue, 
which without the embarrassment and exiionso of continental esta- 
blishments, or the odium of extending their territorial possessions, 
might enable them to defray any considerable part of their ex- 
penses on the western side of India. 

So sensibly do I feel the weight of tlieso expenses, and tlio 
ruinous consequences which the largo annual remittances made to 
Bombay must produce to this country, that I sliould certainly not 
overlook an opening of that kind ; but there are only two sources 
that I know of, from which revenue can bo derived, viz. territory or 
annual subsidy; the former, oven if there were no objections to the 
acquisition of it, unless it could be obtained to a very considerable 
extent indeed, would be more likely to increase than to diminish 
the demands upon Bengal, and if the Poona Government were 
inclined to oifer a subsidy for Salsette, which is higlily improbable, 
there could bo no reliance upon their discharging it. 

From the conviction, therefore, that we had nothing to gain on 
fhe l^labar side, it was natural for me, when I found how anxious 
Na^ Fumavese was to recover possession of the island of Salsette 
rCsta^ to the Peshwa, to tum my thoughts to the important pro- 
rinbe j and although I admit that it is not likely that 
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the Mahrattas, or any of tlio country powers, would cordially 
promote our acquisition of territory in any part of India, yet I did 
not think we were likely to excite their jealousy by holding out a 
possibility of ceding to them a part of our possessions on the 
western side of India, where alone they have anything to appre- 
hend from us, in order to extend our boundaries in a part of the 
continent that is so distant from them. - 

I hold it to be absolutely impossible ever to obtain Outtack 
directly from the Boosla family by any other means than by force, 
for they would be content with no reasonable sum of money, and 
we have no equivalent whatever in land, nor do I see a chance of 
our ever being in possession of any territory that we could offer in 
exchange for it. The Eajah of Berar is besides so dependent on the 
Matoatta Government, that he could make no exchange or alienation 
of the territory without their consent, and they woidcl never agree 
to any bargain unless they were to get some advantage from it. 

You will see by Mr. Foster’s account that the strength and 
political circumstances of the Rajah of Berar are truly contemptible, 
and that the Company can derive no benefit from any farther alli- 
ance or connexion witli him, than the convenience that may arise 
from an intercourse of the common offices of good neighbourhood 
and mutual civility. 

The Maliratta chiefs, Madajee Scindia, Tuccojee Holkar, and 
Ali Bahauder, have had several differences amongst themselves, 
and Prince Acbar^ has been declared presumptive successor to his 
father Shah Alhini. But no incident has occurred lately in the 
Upper Provinces of Hindostan which can in any degree materially 
affect the interests of the Honourable Company. 

I have, &c., 

COBWALMS. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas, 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov, 1, 1789. 

Although I am sure you must admit that there was no ill- 
hpnour in my letter about Maepherson and Muriray, and that it 
hardly required so serious an answer as you gave it, yet without 
being so serious as you were, or indeed without being at all serious 
about it, I cannot let you quite turn the tables upon me, and carry 
it off entirely in your own way. 

1 prince Acbar, Snd but eldest sumviug son, Bui‘aj-ud-I>iu Molmmmt'd Beliauder Sbab, 
mn of Bbab Alom, and bis successor, Nov. was tbc ktc (1859) King of J Win. 

10 , 1800 5 b. 1757 , d. Sept. 28, 1887. Ilis 
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Ill tlie first letter tliat I wrote to you from tliis country in 
November^ 1786, by the ^Swallow’ packet, I think I spoke my 
mind pretty plainly about Macpherson^s government, and I do not 
recollect when I afterwards said upon his going home that I vished 
him to be received with civility, that I retracted one syllable that 
I had said before in respect to his mal-administration. 

We did not, nor indeed could we; without disobeying a positive 
order of the Court of Directors, let him embark professedly for 
Europe without his resigning the service ; we considered his asking 
leave to go to the Cape of Good Hope as a dirty trick to cheat the 
Company of three months’ pay ; but, besides being very glad to 
get rid of him, we thought it would have been harsh in us to have 
refused him leave. We stopped his pay, however, as soon as we 
heard he had sailed from the Cape for England, and if the Comi 
of Dimeters had supported their own order, That the salaries of 
Supreme Counsellors shall cease on the day of their resignation, or 
on that of their embarkation for Europe, whichever shall happen 
soonest,” he would have been understood to have been completely 
out of the service from the day of Ms embarkation from that place. 

I' am very far from having any personal ill-will to the man, for 
ho is a very good-humoured fellow ; but I think him weak and 
false to a degi’ee, and he ceitainly was the most contemptible and 
the most contemned Governor that ever pretended to govern. 

I am also very much persuaded that he is not of a disposition 
to do me an injury merely for the sake of mischief ; but in pursuit 
of Ms own views or interests, I do not think that considerations 
■ about me or any other person would stand much in his way, 1 
must own that I am still of opinion, that I must have appeared in 
a very unfavourable light not only to all deliberate-thinMng people 
but to the public at large, and that it was expected that^I shoul( 
do so, whilst it was believed that under all the circumstances o 
my time of life and my public situation, I had made a marriage 
which, to say the least of it, would have been most ridiculousl} 
imprudent ; and when I observed that the report had bedn propa^ 
gated, or rather the assertion had been made, with infinite industry 
by procuring the insertion of it in several of the newspapers on the 
same day, at a season of the year when no arrival from India could 
folr several months furnish any contradiction to it, and when I took 
' ‘notice that it was likewise reported about the same time that Sir 
'jAkCampbefl was dead, I could view the whole in no other light 
'’than4w 'of a concerted design, to give an impression to the public 
,fhat Indian were in a very bad way, and in great want 
of'sOin0^ihl^v^SlB^^ " ’ - 
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Some of the means that Macplierson and hie friends had taken 
to spread these stories had come to my knowledge with sufficient 
certainty, and as I looked upon it as a part of his plan for pro- 
moting the success of his intrigues during that season, and do not 
by any means like that my character should be sacrificed or sported 
with to answer such purposes, I confess I do not entii'ely forgive 
him for it. 

I can laugh a little at the whole business now, but the foolish 
congratulations that I received from various quarters on this sup- 
posed event, did not a little ruffle my temper about the time that 
I wrote my last letter to you on the subject. 

I certainly should in direct terms have desired you to have 
endeavoured to prevent Colonel Murray's coming out, if I had 
conceived the most distant idea that such an event was possible. 
I cannot, however, help thinking that my inclinations must have 
been pretty well guessed at, by what I said of my friend Eobinson^ 
in my letter by the ‘ Eavensworth.’ I certainly feel much mortified 
that so deserving a man, and one who has been so very useful to 
me, should be reduced to he an assistant in his own office ; but 
although I cannot repose the same confidence in Murray as in 
Eobinson, I by no means think him a bad Auditor-General, nor 

could I with any degree of justice class Mm with whose 

total ignorance of law, and incapacity in every point of Ms profes- 
sion, besides his other demerits, would have been attended with 
the most serious bad consequences to the Company. 

As to poor Scawon® he does neither good nor harm ; he is good- 
natured and gentleman-like in his manners ; but Lord Bathui-st 
was guilty of a most unwarrantable act in cariying so gross a job 
with the Company, when he got Mm appointed to succeed to the 
important office of Military Auditor-General. 

I avail myself of the advantage of a private correspop^^nce in 
giving my sentiments freely on every subject that occurs between 
us. 1 think it a matter of very little consequeuce whether yon 
show this and my former letter on the same topics to Mr. Pitt or 
not, nor even that you should think one instant more about them, 
except that for your own sake I would advise you never to trust 
Maepherson or the Murrays, for I do not tlnnk that any person 

^ Captain, afterwards Sir George Abor- from 1808 to 18^9, and Chairman 1820-1, 
cromhie Itobinson, Bart., so created ’Hot. 11 , 1826 - 7 . M.F, for Honiton from 1812 to 

1823; h. 1759, d. Feb. 13, 1832 ; m. Mmsk 1818 . 

27,1794, Margaret, natural dan. of 'Thomas, ® John Scawen, son of EoTbert Scawen, 
14th of Suifblk. 'Ho was Secretary to Hsq., of Carshalton and MaidwolL He wm 
L ord Cornwallis during his second adminis- first cotisin to Tryphena, Wife of Hem y, 2nd 
tration in India; an East India Director Karl BaUmrst; d. Oct, 1800. 
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oiiglit to place mnch confidence in tliem^ and I conceive tliat noaie 
of them are by any means particularly well disposed to you. * 

I am, &c., 

OOBNWALLIS. 

EAEL Cora WALLIS TO THE COUUT OP DIRECTORS. 

Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, nov. 2, i 789 . 

. . . The Board continued with unremitted attention, 

after the departure of the ^Swallow’ packet, to form and issue the 
necessary instructions for making a settlement of the land revenues 
of the province of Bahar, according to the plan which was detailed 
to you in the revenue letter that was despatched in August last by 
that vessel, and the general principles of your orders contained in 
your revenue letter to this Government dated 12tli April, 1780. 

It has given me great pleasure to learn that the Zemindars and 
landholders of that province, have in general expressed the highest 
satisfaction and joy at receiving their lands on the tenure by which 
they will hold them by the present settlement ; and as they will 
now be certain of enjoying the fruits of their own industry .or inge- 
nuity, after discharging the fixed public revenue, I trust that they 
will be animated to exertions wdiich will not only improve their 
own situations, but will at the same time tend to increase the wealth 
and prosperity of these provinces. 

Being fully persuaded that a similar plan would produce the 
same beneficial efiects in the Zbmindary of Benares, the Kesident 
was directed by the Board to explain its principles to the Ikjah,, 
and recommend it to Ms consideration and adoption. 

The Eajah, although sensible that a permanent or even a long 
settlement of the revenues of the province w^ould put considerable 
restraints upon the capricious exercise of his own powers, could not 
avoid admitting that it was well calculated to promote his own real 
interest, as well as that of the inhabitants of his country ; and he 
accordingly acquiesced with great cheerfulness in the making of a 
ten years’ settlement of the revenue in the course of the ensuing 
season throughout the whole districts. . . » 

The plan of settlement for the provinces of Bengal is in great 
forwardness ; and I hope that in the course of a few months we 
,sh# make a considerable progress in the execution of it 

^ general coinage of the whole of Hie current silver specie of 
'l^irqvincfes into rupees of Ihe same standard and denomination, 
Wil;;%!;;podnctiYe of so many solid advantages to the Oompany’s 
afford, so, much relief from vexation and' extortion 
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to tlie most industrious and useful part of tlie inhiiljitants of tliC3ir 
territories, tliat I slioulcl liave been liappy if it bad been practicable 
for us to liavc effected it completely during tlxe ensuing season of 
tbo heavy collections ; but we have found it so difficult to procure 
skilful and experienced persons for conducting this delicate and 
important business, as well as the proper implements for coining 
and milling the rupees in the European manner, that we have 
been obliged to content ourselves with one additional temporary 
mint this year, which vdll shortly be established at Patna, where 
the exigency was particularly pressing on account of the recent 
settlement of the revenues of the Bahar province. . . . 

I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


Earl Cornwallis to Lord Sydney. 

My LoRJ'), Fort William, Nov. 4, 1789. 

Colonel Ahmuty,^ of the Honourable East India Company’s 
service on this ostablislxmont, has lately presented to me a brevet 
commission under His Majesty’s sign manual, and countersigned by 
your Lordship, in which rank is given to him in the King’s army, 
without any other restriction than that of its being limited to the 
East Indies only; hut as His Majesty has been pleased to signify, 
through the Secretary-at-War, his royal approbation of the form of 
the brevet commission which I have issued to the Company’s officer^ 
and by which their rank in the King’s army is further limited to 
their continuance in the Company’s service, I am led to apprehend 
that Colonel Ahmuty’s commission may have been granted inad- 
vertently in its present form. 

1 have therefore thought it right to bring the subject under 
your Lordsliip’s observation, that you may, if you think: proper, 
receive His Majesty’s further commands on Colonel Ahmuty’s 
present commission; and that in granting brevet commissions 
of King’s rank in future, to any of the Company’s officers who 
may apply for them in England, your Lordship may be pleased 
to advert to their being made out precisely in the form of the 
brevet commission which I had the honour to transmit to the 
Secr'etary-aIrWar for His Majesty’s approbation, and which ha^ 
boon issued to aU the Company’s officers in this country. 

I have, &o., 

Cornwallis. 

^ O0kutt4 kiihnt Almnuty, Bengal <}staWxi*hmcut ; d. Dec. S, 179:1. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Lord Southampton. 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, Nov. 7, 1789. 

I received, by the bands of Mr. Oolebrooke, yonr letter 
dated tbe 20tb of March, witli the enclosed note from the Prince of 
Wales ; and I can assure yon that I read it with the greatest concern, 
as it made me apprehend, what would be very painful to me, that I 
should appear backward and disinclined to exercise any commands 
that His Eoyal Highness might tliink proper to honour me with. 

I thought it had been long since universally known in England, 
that no man can hold an office in this country who is not in the 
service of the East India Company ; and I asked Mr. Colebrooke 
how ho could undertake such a voyage with his family, witliout 
making some inquiries about the country to which ho was coining, 
adding that any person at all conversant with the affairs of India, 
would have informed him that it was utterly out of my power to 
give him anything, and that no recommendation, however great 
and powerful, could be of any material use to liim. 

You will easily judge of my surprise, when he told me he had 
not been so imprudent as I had imagined, that he had consulted 
what he conceived to be the best opinions, and that it was Sir J olin 
Maepherson who advised him to come to India, and who assured 
him that there was no doubt that with such a recommendation as 
he brought, I should provide for him. 

If this is true, which I own I have some difficulty in believing, 
Sir John must have forgot everytliing that passed upon my first 
arrival in the country, when in his presence I tied up my hands 
against all the modes that used to be practised for providing for 
persons who were not in the Company’s service, sucli as riding 
contracts, getting monopolies in Oude, extorting money for them 
from the Vizier, &0. 

If I was to create offices, or extra-offices, which is a term I do 
not very well imdcrstand, I should not only disgraco myself, and 
inxdo everything I have been doing since I landed in Bengal, but 1 
should render a very short-lived service to tho person for whom 
they were created; for if I was to forgot my duty, and betray the 
trust which is reposed in mo, the Court of Directors would not forgel 
theirs, and they would undoubtedly annul such appointments the 
ihsfpit they heard of them. 

^ must beg of you, my dear Lord, to state what I have said, in 
strb|tg0st’but' most respectful terms to the Prince of Wales, 
that 1 'am sure for my sake ' 'would 
notxvi8l^;;|ie‘'todo, sar act’ that' would ^degrade ,py, cha 4 *g<^ter';' 'and 
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for tlic sake of his country, he would not desire that I should set an 
examjde that would prove ruinous to the public interests, and lay 
a foundation for the renewal of tliose abuses, that had well nigh 
overset our Indian Empire. j ^ 333 ^, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Eight Hon. Henry Dundas. 

[Private.] 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Nov. 7, 1789. 

. . . It may appear inhuman to find fault with the appli™ 

cation made by the Duke of Dorset to M. de Luzerne,^ to desire the 
Comte de Conway to intercede with Tippoo to release our prisoners, 
but it was certainly a very humiliating and impolitic step for us to 
take, for wo admit by it, that we know that he has not on his part 
executed the last treaty of peace, and it cannot but lower us ex- 
ceedingly in his estimation to observe that we dare not resent it. 
Although the Comte de Conway has offered Mm two French soldiers 
for every Englishman that he releases, I doubt whether we shall 
over have the satisfaction of recovering any of onr countrymen by 
this inadvertent measure. 

No two opinions were ever more different than yours and mine 
have been this year about our possessions on the Malabar side, for 
whilst I have been desirous of giving everything up, you have been 
wisMng for acquisitions. 

I most sensibly feel the weight of sending 40 lacs of rupees 
a-year from Bengal to Bombay, but I greatly fear that any terri- 
tory which you could obtain on the western side of India, either by 
negotiation (the possibility of wMch mode in time of peace I do not 
see) or by force, would be more likely to increase our remittance 
to 50 lacs than to reduce it to 80, unless indeed we could get the 
whole country of Guzerat ; but the attempt to build that castle on 
a former occasion very nearly overset our whole fabric. 

The inoonvenience which you apprehend in your last letter, of 
keeping up any part of the Bombay establishment from the Madras 
treasury, is not likely soon to occur. I hope my letter, dated in 
March last, arrived in time to put you upon yotxr guard against the 
very sanguine and erroneous statement contained in Sir Archibald’s 
letter to General Medows, which I sincerely wish,, for Ms sake, he 
had never written. 

* Cosar Henri, Comto do la Lnzeroc, b. Mavhie from Oct. 1787, to Oct. 1790. He 
Feb. 1787, d. March ^i4, 1709 ; m. Fob. laid proviouslj giemd in the army, and wa» a 
li, 1765, Mademoiselle Angmnd. Mimster of Lkut.-Oewcral. 
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It will reqniro many years, and a succession of excellent Go- 
vernors, before Madras will pay its own expenses and furriisb. a 
moderate investment ; and I doubt wbetber it can ever happen, it* 
the Nabob is permitted to oppress and ruin the country in the 
manner he does at present. 

The revenue letter will give you an account of the most im- 
portant part of our domestic business ; you will see that there were 
two points on which Mr. Shore and myself have differed — ^the' noti- 
fication to the landholders that if the settlement was approved by 
the Court of Directors, it would be declared perpetual ; and the 
taking the management of the Gunges into the hands of Govern- 
ment. We differed, however, with the most perfect good humour ; 
and I had the satisfaction to find that J. Duncan, who did not know 
which side I had taken on either of the points, gave his opinion in 
my favour in both of them. You will of course read our minutes ; 
I enclose to you a copy of mine, but Shore’s is so long that you 
must get it from the India House. 

Besides the impossibility of correcting the numberless abuses 
and oppressions in the Gnnges, so long as they are left in the hands 
of the Zemindars, they may at some future period, when tlio effects 
of the permanent settlement and weU-seenred property have intro- 
duced wealth and luxury into the country, afford a supply to tho 
exigencies of Government from a fair and moderate excise on tho 
superfluities of the richer inhabitants. 

The prospects which are held out to us of the advantages that 
are to he expected from tho permanent settlement in Bahar by 
Brooke,^ Law/ Seton/"* and even by Bathurst/ who from being pre- 
viously inimical to it, is now become an enthusiast in its favour, are 
highly satisfactory ; but I am afraid that the total incapacity of 

poQj. prevent any plan from operating much in favour of 

the valuable district of Sircar Saram. 

My friend Duncan has accompliBhod more in two years in 
Benares, than I conceived it possible for any man to do ; and he has 
contrived, by persuasion and address, to make the Kajah consent, 
though much against his real inclinations, to the happiness and 
prosperity of his country. . I am, &c., 

OOElSrWALMS. 

'Brooke, 4 April !28, 1838; m. Amedca, where he had resided for mmj 

L 1793, Aana Maaia, dau. of — — years. 

'He feth®' of Sir JameS ^ Archibald Sotoir, b* 1738, d. MarASO, 

'1 'of SasawiA. . ISIS. 

. '■'SttBai# ^ uott 'of Bdtttuiwl La'w, Eotei Batlmret, bwfter of tBo Bishop 
Bkhop of OmIMo, t. tWi d, Oot. 1834, ia of Norwich, b. 1704, d. Nov. 4, 1821 , 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Court of Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wiiHam, Nov. 7, i789. 

I transmit a letter of congratulation from the Nizam to 
His Majesty on tlie recovery of his health, and as I have ventured 
to promise that His Highness shall receive an answer to this letter, 
as well as to that which was transmitted through Mr. Hastings, I 
request that you will bo pleased to remind His Majesty’s Ministers 
of the necessity of returning answers to them both, as early as 
possible. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to Lieut.-General Sir William Fawcett. 

Dear Fawcett, Calcutta, nov. s, i78o. 

I received your letter of the 7th of April, and read with 
infinite pleasure your account of the good state of the King’s 
health, which was confirmed to me by all the letters which 1 re- 
ceived that were dated in that month. 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have been so 
good as to take about extending my powers to the granting of 
Commissions ; I never have wished it from any personal considera- 
tion, and I now can have no inducement of that kind to desire it ; 
but I really think that it is for the essential good of the service, 
that it should be given to the person who holds my station. 

Colonel Mnsgrave has now the command of all the troops in the 
Carnatic, and seems very well satisfied with my situation ; Tippdo 
has as usual, or at least as ho has done the two former years, 
assembled troops near oixr frontiers, and many reports have been 
spread of his hostile intention, but I believe with as little founda- 
tion as heretofore ; and indeed, unless ho could have assistance 
from the French, of which he has now no prospect, it must be the 
height of madness in him to break with us. 

You will be glad to know that our affairs here arc going on 
perfectly well, and fhat our credit has risen so astonishingly, that 
our bonds, which three years ago bore a discount of 25 per cent, 
now sell at a small premium. 

I wish Sir George had not crossed you about the appointment 
to the Chatham Dep6t, for though Simcoe is a very good and ro- 
Rpectable man, my friend Fox has 'a head much bettor arranged 
for business. ... 1 am, &c., 

CoXiN WALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Nathaniel Smith, Esq. 

[Private.] 

SiBj Calcutta, Nov. 9, 1789. 

I have been favoured since the despatch of the ^ Swallow/ 
with your letter dated the 29th of March, and I feel particularly 
gratified at the ai^probation which you express of my conduct, as I 
know that you really attend to the business of tliis country, and are 
capable of judging of the merits of its Governors. 

You will have such ample reading in the public letters, and I 
hope within a few days after the arrival of the ‘'Hose/ in those 
directed to the Secret Committee, that if I had time, I could hardly 
say anything that would not bo repetition. 

I will only observe, that I cannot conceive how it can bo sup- 
posed that we are to acquire a revenue by negotiation on tho 
Malabar side, or from whence it can possibly be expected to come. 

The reports of Tippoo’s hostile intentions, to which I never 
gave much credit, begin now to subside, as they usually do about 
this time of the year ; and I think from the removal of tho French, 
who have generally been unquiet neighbours, we have every reason 
to look forward to a long continuance of peace. 

Amongst the daily proofs of the good effects that the permanent^ 
for I will not call it ten yean settlement, will produce, one of tho 
principal persons at Poonah has informed Mr. Malet, that in con- 
sequence of what he had heard of the intended settlement of Bahar, 
he is desirous of purchasing lands for Iiis sons in that province, and 
desired him to transmit a power of attorney for that purpose. 

I have done my part faithfully, and have laboured hard for tho 
Company’s good ; but you must now take your share in Leadon- 
hall-street, and I do give it you as my opinion most sincerely and 
from my heart, that I do not think tfiie Court of Directors can at 
present more effectually secure the prosperity of tho Company’s 
dominions under this Govemment, than by electing Mr. Duncan 
to succeed to Mr. Shore’s seat in the Council ; tliere are many 
good men before him, but believe me there arc none equal to 
him, and who possess, besides good lioalth, which is a very ma- 
terial article, so complete an union of the following qualifications— 
feipwleclge, application, integrity, and temper, which, altliough I 
have put it last, I c^n assure you is not the least usoM. 

I am, &c., 

COBNWAIililS. 
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Eaul Coenwallis to Loed Rawdon. 


My DEAB Loed, Calcutta, Dec. 2, 1789, 

I received your letters of the 2iid and 3rd of April, by the 
hands of Messrs. Purling and Burroughesd 

The former is a gentlemanlike good sort of man, without much 
ability or experience in the most essential part of the business of 
this country; I shall, however, endeavour to find some appoint- 
ment for him in the course of this winter, though perhaps it may 
not be quite equal to the expectations he had formed from his high 
standing in the service. To Mr. Burroughes, I can probably do 
little more than show the most cordial civility, in which you may 
be assiued I shall not be deficient. 

I am much obliged to you for your friendly hint about William 
Burke.® Although I may perhaps suffer a little in the opinion of 
the great personage to whom you allude, for my predilection for 
what I think great qualities and eminent services to his country in 
Mr. Pitt, I should on all other points most earnestly wish to give every 
proof of the most sincere attachment and anxious desire to do what 
I should have every reason to believe would be agreeable to liim. 

I have ever since I have been in India treated William Burke 
with the greatest personal attention; and I have done little 
favours, such as Ensigneies in the King's service, &c., to his 
friends. But it is impossible for me to serve him essentially, that 
is, put large sums of money into his pocket, without a gross viola- 
tion of my public duty, and doing acts for which I should deserve 
to bo impeached. 

He has himself suggested to mo two modes, of serving him, 
which I will explain to you. The first is, that he should receive 
money here, and be allowed to manage the remittances for tlie 
payment of the King’s troops at Madras and Bombay- 

I found him in possession of such a remittance to Madras when 
I first arrived, which was given to him by Ifacpherson (in order 


* Mr., afterwards Sir William Burrotiglies, 
Bart., so created Dec. 1, 1804, d. June 1, 
1839; m. June 19, 1782, Letitia, dan. of 
William Newburgh, Esq., of Ballyhaise. 
AdYOcate-Geneml, and afterwards, 1806, a 
puisne judge in Calcutta. M.P. for Ennis- 
iillen from Dec. 1802 to Feb. 1806, Col- 
chester from March, 1817, to June, 1818, 
and then for Taunton to May, 1819, when 
he was turned out on petition. 

® William Burke, cousin of the Eight Hon. 
Edmund Burke, d. 1798. M.P. for Gm\% 
pedwin from June, 1766, to June, 1774. 
-feider Becretary to Blcld-Marshal Conway 
from 1760 to Jan, 1768. to Ma<lras 


in 1777, with despatches to lord PIgot,; 
returned home as a^eut to the Eaja of Tan- 
jorc. ' Was sent again to India in 1782 hy 
lord Bockingham, was made Paymaster-Gre* 
neral, and remained there till 1798. The pe- 
cuniary trmisactions both of William and Ed- 
mund Burke, with which lord Vemey was 
deeply concerned, are inrolved in a mystery 
Which has never -been cleared up. die is com- 
memorated in * Retaliation ’ as— 

•* Hem lies honest William, whoso heart was a 
mint, 

While the owner ne’er know half the good that 
was, in ft,”' 
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to pay his conrt to Edmund Burke), and fixed at the scandalous 
exclxango of 410 Arcot rupees for 100 pagodas, hy what he, Mac- 
pherson, called a committee of, rcspectahlo merehafits, consisting 
of William Burke himself (the Company’s military Paymaster- 
General)— an intimate friend of Burke’s, and a principal proprietor 

in the bank through which he remitted his money— and poor , 

who I believe to this day scarcely knows the difference of value 
between a rupee and a sMlling. 

Without my entering however, into the merits of such an 
exchange or such a committee, or without my stating that there 
is a positive order from the Court of Directors against a separate 
remittance for the payment of the King’s troops, which was sent 
from England before it was known there that I had abolished it, 
you will I am sure easily sec how objoctionahlo the principle is, 
of establisMng distinct funds, or rather treasuries, which are not 
subordinate to the respective governments, and of course not appli- 
cable to any extraordinary exigency that might occur ; and it must 
likewise be obvious to you, that as the rate of exchange between 
this place and the other Presidencies, depends on the export of 
grain and other commercial circumstances, it must he liable to 
great fluctuation ; and that consequently, if tlie terms allowed to 
a person who is to remit annually between two and three hundred 
thousand pounds were not very favourable to him, he would bo 
full as likely to bo ruined hy it, as to make a fortune ; and that 
if they were decidedly advantageous to Mm,, they would iK)t only 
affect the Company’s interest in that particular instance, but would 
very materially operate to their prejudice iu the remittance of 
much larger sums, which wo are obliged to send every y(‘ar to 
Madras and Bombay for other purposes. 

The second proposition was so extraordinary, that I had groat 
difficulty to persuade myself that ho was in earnest when be made 
it ; for he wished mo to give Mm about eight hundred thousand 
pounds in Company’s paper, bearing an interest of 8 per cent, 
that he might remit, with no loss to himself as you may suppose, 
to the Pay Office in England, wlmt ho called the balance duo from 
the Company to the Crown, for the King’s troops serving in India, 
over and above the subsistence which had been paid to tlmm in 
this: country* 

' It was in vain that I represented that sucli an addition to our 
’ certificate debt would deprociato our paper, and utterly ruin ow 
to my knowledge a part of this balance was actually 
that the Court of Directors wcadd settle the aceoui^ 
Office^ that it was our business to transfer, 
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instead of increasing our debts ; and lastly, that I was ordered not 
to pay any balance here to the King’s Paymaster, unless the state 
of our treasuiy would admit of it. He paid very little attention 
to the preceding argument, and in answer to the last he said he 
did not understand how we could deny that the state of our trea- 
sury did admit of our making payments, when we had the power 
of issuing as many certificates as we pleased. 

I have entered into this detail, timsting that if you should hear 
the subject mentioned before the Prince, you will be so kind as to 
give some explanation of it ; and I can assure you, that the sending 
William Burke to India was a most unnecessary job, and that our 
having any King’s paymaster in this country is a great embarrass- 
ment to us, and a material hindrance to the public business. 

You will find by the public accounts, that everything remains (juiet 
in this part of the world ; that our bonds and certificates both bear a 
premium, and that the interest of the latter is reduced to 0 per cent. 

It W'oiihl bo too (‘xtensivo a field for a lettei’, to enter into an 
account of the interior business of this Government ; but though I 
have not time to give yoxx the true edition, I must caution you 
against receiving oiTonoous information upon that subject; anjlto 
it is possible you may see a good deal of Maepherson, I think it 
right to tell you that he is not esteemed here to bo perfectly correct 
in his narrations, and I would therefore not have you take every- 
thing he says for gospel. 

•I am, my dear Lord, whether Pittite or Poxite, with very sin- 
cere esteem and regard, your most faitliful and affectionate friend, 

COENVVALLIS.^ j 

Eaeu CoaNWiiAis TO Lord Hood. 

My LoED, ' Calcutta, Deo. 4, 1789. 

I have been honoured with your Lordship’s letter dated the 
31st of January, and I can assure you that it would at all times 
give me pleasure to have it in my power to manifest my personal 
esteem for you, and that I should be disposed to think favourably 
of those persons for whom you profess yourself to be interested. 

The anxious concern, however, that you will easily believe I 
take in the future wel&re and prosperity of tliis country led me 
long since to consider of what infinite importance it would bo, that 
the seats at the Supreme Board should be properly fiUod; and for 
that purpose I named some men of whose abilities and integrity I 
had seen the clearest proofs, and strongly urged the Government 
ftt home to endeavour to procure their nomination. 

So far, therefore, from being at liberty to assist Mr. on 
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the present occasion, your Lordship must be sensible that I am 
under the necessity of being his opponent; hut I cannot help 
adding that if I was totally disengaged, and however favourably 

I might in other respects be disposed to think of Mr. ’s 

character, and to feel for Ms misfortunes, I could never bring 
myself to assist any man in obtaining a seat in the Supreme 
Council of Bengal, who had dissipated his fortune at the gaming 
f^ble. I am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Dundas. 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 5, 1789. 

Mr. Shore has taken his passage in the ship which will 
carry this letter, and I earnestly hope that both Mr. Pitt and 
yourself will receive him with the kindness and attention which are 
due to his meritorious services ; no man can give you more useful 
or will give you more honest information. I must, however, beg 
of you to hear him with caution, on the two essential points of a 
permanent assessment, and the separation of the Gunges from the 
lart-revenue ; I never was more convinced of anything than that 
he is in the wrong on those points, and I can assure you that 
Duncan, Oowper, Law, Barlow,^ and almost all of the most eminent 
and experienced men in the revenue line, are of the same opinion 
as myself. 

I will not repeat the arguments which you will have read in 
my Minute ; but I did not there mention, lest it should have too 
much the appearance of a personal controversy, that the five years’ 
settlement which Shore himself made foimerly in Bahar, far from 
rendering that province more flourishing, only contributed to acce- 
lerate its ruin. Shore is so much master of the subject, 'and argues 
so ably, that it is natural for me to apprehend Ms making an 
impression, but I trust that you will give me credit for not having 
adopted a light unreflected opinion in a matter of such serious 
moment. 

Tippoo has moved from Coimbatore to Palacatcherry, and I 
should imagine is going to make nearly the same war as he did 
la^t year; the Bajah of Travancore however, and his minister, and 
h think our B^sident too, are all so thoroughly alarmed, that 
a^i^opgh h^ is marcMng directly from the Travancore country, 

of Lord Cornwallis, Oct, 6, 1805, to Dec. 
fcB., h, d. ' 1807, and then Oovemox of Madras to Nov. 
to ' 17^8, ‘ Eliza- 1812. Dwing tlmt time the Madras matiny 

I l^lace, whic^h gave rise to much discussion, 

\ddm)k 'and was ultimately the cause of his recall 
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they seem to be convinced that lie means to attack it after he has 
taken Tellicherry, which, bad as that place is, if the interior line 
is in any forwardness, would be more than a breakfast for Mm. 
I cannot for my part believe that Tippoo has any intention of 
breaking with us ; but if he should resolve to do it, he would be 
very unwise if he did not begin, as his father did, by overrunning 
the Carnatic, and ruining our resources. 

The Eajah of Travancore was much to blame for concluding 
the purchase of Oraiganore and Jacottali from the Dutch without 
the acquiescence of the Madras Government; he pretends that he 
had the consent of Sir A. Campbell ; but as 8m A. never made any 
communication of the business either to me or his own Council,^ I 
cannot believe it. 

You will see by our correspondence with Fort St. George that we 
have put that transaction to a fair issue. If the Dutch Ijave held 
those places under any tenui'e from the Rajah of Cocliin since that 
Rajah has been tributary to the Mysore Government, the Rajah of 
^l'’ravaiicoro is then positively directed to restore them to the Dutch, 
under ])ain of forfeiting all claim to protection from us ; but if the 
Dutcli, as the Rajah alleges, toolc Oraiganore and Jacottah from the 
Portuguese, and have kept them over sinee as independent pos- 
sessions, and totally unconnected with th^ Eajah of Cochin, the resti- 
tution of them is not to be insisted on, nor can Tippoo have any 
shadow of right for demanding it j &c., 

OOBNWALLIS. 

Eael Cobnwallis to the Loans of the Tebasuby. 

Mi LoEDS, Fort William, Bengal, Dec. 6, 1780. 

Having understood that in some cases the Legislature has 
humanely granted compensation for the losses of ArhericaU suf- 
ferers of a certain description, who remained resident upon their 
estates in the part of the country which was occasionally the seat 
of war, I think it a duty incumbent upon me to mention the situ- 
ation of Mrs* Byrd,® of W.6stover in Virginia^ whose respectable 
character and moderation in all matters Of political concern, as 
well as the difficulties through which die . straggled with a large 
family and reduced property, render her a , ptoper object for the 
consideration of Government. 

^ It was afterwaiils ascertained t}mt tte ® Her son Imd "bem an active Loyalist, and 
Ram had wmmunieated both with Sir Archi- had raised a cojrps which had seivcd oiidcr 
hil<l Camphell and Mr. HoHond, neither of . Lord Comwadis. Her cldm amounted to 
whom objected to the ’purchase. Lord Com- above 6800L 
wMHs accordingly altered his opinion. 

2 H 2 
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Slie liad, to my knowledge, reason to expect that she should 
receive reimbursement at New York for the supplies which were 
furnished from her plantation to the various corps of British troops 
wliich passed by Westover, but she was entirely disappointed. 

If, consistent with the present regulations sanctioned by Par- 
liament, Mrs. Byrd’s claims can with propriety be submitted to 
investigation, I am of opinion that her case is particularly deserving 
of so favourable an attention. I have, &c., 

Cornwallis. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Foii; wiiiiam, Dec. 7, 1789. 

. . . I have been relieved from some anxiety about the 

detachment that was sent to the assistance of our settlements on 
the island of Sumatra, by the arrival of the ^ Chesterfield ’ a few days 
ago ; and the account that I have received from the lieutenant- 
Governor of Port Marlborough of the good behaviour of the sepoys, 
as well as the report of their own officers of tire good humour in 
which they have returned, and of the satisfaction they express at 
the whole of the treatment that they have met with during their 
absence, have given me very particular pleasure. 

The readiness and alacrity with which a part of the detachment 
oflfered to remain a few months longer as volunteers for the pro- 
tection of the settlement, is a convincing proof that they were far 
from being disgusted with the service, and the language which 
those men will hold to their companions when they join their 
respective battalions, will, I am persuaded, have the happiest 
eifects in tending to remove, or at least lessen, the aversion to 
sea- voyages which so generally prev^ amongst the Hindoo natives 
of this country. I am, &a, 

Cornwallis. 

The alarms which had induced Lord Cornwallis to send this 
detachment for tbe protection of Bencoolen, had subsided before 
its arrival, and their services were not actually required. This 
w^,s almost the first attempt made to induce sepoys of a high caste, 
to o™-hark for a voyage of some duration. It proved eminently 
^cfcessfah The attention paid to their religious prejudices qvot'- 
0^6; dislike to a sea-passage, and since that time, therO.hp 
seldom been any difficulty in persuading the Hindoo sepoys to 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Bishop oe Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear JaMES^ Calcutta, Pec. 7, 1789. 

I wrote to yon so fully last month on all domestic concerns, 
that I shall now only, for fear of accidents, briefly recapitulate 
that I leave it to your discretion^, either to confine yourself to the 
repair, dr to make alterations in Oulford House ; that at all events 
I wished it not to be inhabited the last year,' and would give 200?. 
to the Singletons for the hire of a house for that time ; that William 
and PhiJHpson should come in for Bye, and, in case of the latter 
declining, Colonel Eoss. I expressed my obligations to you for 
your attention to secure Stow,^ which is a most desirable object. 

Everything here is in as good a train as I think the most san- 
guine persons in England could expect, and I see no danger for this 
country so long as they can find proper Governors, and Ministers 
like the present who will not impose jobs upon them. Maepherson, 
with no good design to me I believe, persuaded the Prince of 
Wales to send out a Mr. Oolebrooko to be provided for by me. 1 
have stat(3d luJly to H. E. H. the impossibility of my being able to 
do anytliing for him, and I trust in a manner that cannot give 
olFoneo ; and Golebrooke returns to England, without any ill- 
humour towards rao, in one of the ships of this season. 

The Commodore never was better than during his residence 
here, and I think he liked Calcutta very much, and was sorry to 
leave us. I expect to see him again in July. He has made a 
contract for the supply of provisions for his squadron, at a very 
different rate from what any fleet was over before victualled in 
India, and has rendered it very difficult for his successors to revive 
the shameful peculation which formerly existed. I have only time 
to repeat my grateful acknowledgments for your great kindness to 
Brome, and for your attention to all my affairs. 

I am, &c., 

OOKIjrWALLIS. 

The Govimoe-Gbnbeal in Council to 0. W. Malet, Ebq. 

Pec. IS, 1789. — Appendix, No. 28. 

* Sfcow belwi^ai to Mr. Ensbbtooke, and was a most desirable acetuMtion, as it mi close 
lip to tbe park pales of Culford. 
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The following letters were not addressed to Lord Cornwallis^ 
but they are inserted, as they contain some further interesting 
details of the King’s illness. They were written by Mr. Digby 
(Vice-Chamberlain to the Queen, and a confidential friend of the 
Eoyal Family) to Miss Isabella Gunning, who /afterwards married 
General Eoss, and whose sister became Mr. Digby’s second wife. 
Mr. Digby had been Equerry to the Prince of Wales when his 
establishment was first formed in 1780, and he left it in 1782, to 
become Vice-Chambeiiain to the Queen. 


Queen's Lodge, Windsor, Thursday, Xov. 20, 1788. 

I cannot regret the offices I am now fulfiUmg ; painful indeed 
they are, but of much consequence to Him the Country ought to love. 
I would not write before this day, being that of my hoped-for crisis, 
and I have ground to flatter myself it is a hopeful one. From ten this 
morning till past two I was with Him ; He took me by the hand, 
which he held till half-past eleven, when He got up. He was more 
quiet and his conversation of a different cast. He had slept indeed by 
the help of opiates more than six hours. His want of reason was only 
apparent in talking of things improper to be mentioned, and before 
people he never, if right, would have suffered himself to do. I under- 
went a very severe trial, as the subject He chose was your Sister and 
me. It began with taxing me as well as the Equerries with sitting 
long after dinner, drinking he supposed more wine than we ought. 
‘‘No, not you, Mr. Digby, but you I know like the company of learned 
women — he likes to drink tea with Miss Burney.” From thence to 
your Sister, and all the reports that had prevail’d, the sources of his 
intelligence, the instruments employed ; he gave (not only mo) a 
very circumstantial account of things I had never known ; think of 
what I must have suffered ! He was kind in his expressions, but I 
was not in cue to relish these. When he was dress’d I spent two 
hours alone with Him, the conversation infinitely plus suivie, His voice 
more low, His manner more gentle, with many indications which 
confirm my opinion of returning health ; may the God of Mercy realize 
my hope I The shutters wore all shut ; He went from the window, as 
knowing he ought not to look, bid mo look out and see if any of His 
children were in the garden, “ Do you see any of their little faces at 
the windows of the lower lodge ? ” Indeed I do not. “Well then, shut 
shutters again.” He was so pathetic upon the Christian virtues, 

shed tears People were apt to be severe 

conduct of others, Ho thought in the examination of them- 
Ihey, ^ouH ',not be t^o > much so, but to their neighbours they 
sh!bnl|4’ many (arM named 'some very correct 
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people) who err in this, the recollection of his own failings prevented 
this in Him 


5 o’clock, Friday. 

lie has not had much continued sleep, consequently not so calm 
and refreshed as wo had hoped. It has hitherto seem’d to he only a 
caution properly delicate not to publish to the World the exact state 
of His health. Yesterday the Parliament met, and tho’ it would 
not he necessary for Mr. Pitt’s information, who has often heen and 
was here Wednesday, the Physicians sent to him this account — ‘‘ His 
health was muoh mended, but his reason in no degree retuim’d,” or to 
that purport. It has been suspected Opposition was informed, that the 
Minister was in possession of such a report of the Physicians, — if he, 
hoing call’d upon to declare what he knew to he the state, had been 
foolish enough to fall into the snare (which whether he has or not at 
this hour I do not know) He would have heen abused for being the 
pixhlishor of what oxight not (till the very last moment) to he declared, 
hut the report having gone, will answer some purposes of Opposition. 

1 feel my indignation rise ; if the film of doubt could 

ho cleared and motives laid open to our conviction, no personal con- 
sideration of interest or safety should deter me from a more forward 
part than otherwise I can he justified in taking , 


Barliagton Street, ^tiesday, Kov. 25, 1788. 

I have only to tell you my reason for not writing since Thursday 
has been, that we have not heen in a mending state, I have spent 
several hours— between four and five— alone with Him each day till 
yesterday, when Ho did not call for me. On Sunday, having boon 
with Him from half-past ten till two, ho permitted mo to go and dine 
at St. Leonards. Ho called several times for me afterwards, and when 
I went to Him about eight, he attack’d me with much asperity, said I 
never remained with Him, that I was always going to Mr. Haroohri’s; 

Ho dared to say my friend Miss G was there, or I should not go so 

often, fho’ Ho knew I prefer’d my son’s company to His, ' 4 wish that 
bad heen all He had spoken unlike Himself in the odurse of the day. 
Yesterday was altogether as bad a day, and my hopes, which were 
progressively rising, are rapidly sunk. The question now seems to be, 
the moving Him to Hew, and adopting a rely different kind of treat- 
ment; of the necessity of this, the Physician^ are Ihe best Judges; 
the Chancellor is going down this, morning,' probably upon this busi- 
ness, I am going to return immediately, being told my presence is 
absolutely necessary. I have taken the measure of acquainting H. E. H. 
myself, with the particulars of my leaving His service : He fancied 
lie know them, but when I told Him 1 believed not, and asked if He 
know they had proooodedYrom myself,' He seem’d startled, and said 
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No. I then told Him in the most delicate way I could, what my 
feelings witli respect to H. E. H. and the .knowledge of myself ’dic- 
tated, and those dictates had prompted me. 

Burlington Street, Monday, Dec. 1, 1788. 

The King came quietly to Kew Saturday. I will not say the 
case is hopeless, ’tis all I can think. Harconrt, Goldsworthy, and 
Greville came in ihc Coach with Him — his talk continued in a good- 
hnmqnred strain all the way — no gentlemen are now admitted. I 
cannot dwell upon this snhjeet. I see the Queen and Princesses 
every day. 

Kew, Friday, Dec. 5, 1788. 

I thought I had very handsomely got clear of this melancholy 
scene, but yesterday morning received a note with Her M.’s commands, 
that I should conic and remain here. 

Hr. 'Willis, who has had much experience, having long had patients 
so afflicted under his own management, is arrived, and is just come 
from the K.... He was saluted by, “ I knerw who you are, Hr. Willis, 
from whence you come, and much about you, how many patients have 
you now ? ” &;o. &c. ; “ are you in the Church ? ” “I have been, Sir.” 
‘‘ I am sorry you have changed a profession I love, for one I detest,” 
<feo. He is in no degree better, little or no sleep last night, often 
laughing, singing, and dancing ; at no time of his life more active. 
The testimony of the Physicians before the Privy Council delivered 
upon oath, is the mOst comfortable ground of hope. 

Thursday, Dec, 11, 1788, 

If Dr. Willis’s plan is suffered by His M.’s Physicians wholly 
to be adopted, I have no doubt of His Majesty’s recovery in two 
months. He is an honest, sensible, plain man, means, as he thinks 
every one else ought to do, His M.’s recovery. He is therefore accused 
of being a strong party man. I wish none of His M.’s I?hysicians were 
politicians, we might have had Hr. Willis in His M.’s employ a fort- 
night ago, or perhaps a month ; to bring this about I have remained at 
Kew, go there to-morrow, have risked my health, and to procure the 
happy issue of his endeavours, would most willingly my life. Hr. 
Willis (I find thro’ other channels) has the greatest hopes, thinks 
His M. dwelling upon no one subject in particular a most favourable 
symptom, treats the case more' as a nervous disorder, brought on by 
excess of temperance, excess of exercise, an anxious mind, the throb- 
bix^s of which perhaps He has too much suppressed ; tiese causes 
imturally shake the nerves, oolleotively induce madness. His medi- 
^c?fc^,'(th6 reverse of the Phy. tribe) have been cordials, and have 
'to his expectation. ’Tis a sad thing to think a K... cannot have 
an eqnal chance of recovery with any Gentleman 
nr'wbOtfi^t'ihhis i^alms*. , The rOadihoss with which lyes are propagated 
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to His disadvantage, and tlie indecent joy at tlie state of His disorder, 
deemed by sncb evibminded men hopeless, is indecent beyond measure, 

beyond sufferance Humanity would plead in favour of 

a good man, but for a moral, religions, and good K... uttering expres- 
sions of the teiiderest concern for His people and his country. . . . 


Monday (probably Dec. 15), 1788. 

You will hear reports of the K... being one day much worse than 
another, of His having seen the P”, then the Q...., and may lihe to 
hear what you can depend upon, so shall, tho’ in the greatest haste 
and being far from collected, briefly tell you, on Friday, the last day 
He walked out, the Princesses Mary and Amelia (Sophia not being 
well) were situated at a window up-stairs, for Him, as He came into 
the house, to have a glimpse of ; when Ho had fixed His eyes upon 
them, He pulled off' His hat, which in His agitation he flung one way, 
T J ivS gloves and cane another, and ran into the house. This has variously 
been interpreted as everything Ho does and says is, but you are as 
compotiiiit to form a judgement ; some imputed it to being quite frantic, 
others t,o reflection and a power of combining, and a sensibility to the 
privation of all JTo so dearly loves. lie burst into tears which did not 
]iOwcv<ir last. On Saturday evening Hr, Willis wished to tiy the expe- 
riment of bringing Ihincess Amelia to Him about Her bedtime, hoping 
thereby to soften Him and produce tears in abundance. The scene 
was truly tragic without the desired effect. That little innocent of 
Her own accord said, “Papa, shall I go and bring Mama?^^ “Yes 
my little Angel do go.” Hr. W. could not refuse, and the Q.... had the 
courage to come to Him, nothing material passed. He was totally 
calm, refrained from tears, and when it was time to go and He was 
reminded of His promise, to continue the game He was playing at 
Baggammon, “ How can I bo said to break my promise, when such 
guests as these come to my interruption 

I will not comment upon the good sense of this, but it was spoken 
in a tone the most affecting, and brought tears into eyes unapt to over- 
flow ; Her M. overwhelm’d, ohoak’d, but could not with every inclina- 
tion ory. He had a disturbed night, Sunday less cs^lm and well, but 
this day was as forward as before, the' above experiment. Her M. has 
seen the Chancellor fmd Mr. P. yesterday ; I hope it is as I hear, that 
She has declared how much she has His M.’s interest at heart, that 
the prerogative of the Crown sh*^ be defended^ and that when it shall 
please the Almighty to restore His health, and enable Him to resume 
the functions of His High Office, He may find it' unembarrass’d and 
uninouniberkl, 

I am particularly requested to remain at Kew, at least this week. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 17, 1788. 

Our good Dr. Willis meets witR many obstructions. . « . . 
Yesterday morning a dispute arose between Sir G. Baker and the Dr., 
about tbe word mry being put into the report. Sir G., not upon the 
spot, and hearing the opinion of the Pages who had sat up and declared 
He had had a good night, still objected. Dr. Willis was firm, would 
not put his name, unless the truth of the case is stated. Sir G. said in 
all his practice, all his consultations, he had never known two Phy- 
sicians, himself and Sir Lucas Pepys, give up their opinions to one ; 
however they did ; this only shews their extreme jealousy of Dr. 
Willis, who came at the re<iuest of His M.’s Phy-, but has too much 
character to act a subservient part, feeling as he must, with groat 
experience in twenty-eight years’ practice, how much more of this 
disorder he knows, than all who have not made this malady their 
peculiar study. I have disliked our leading Phy., he is a Politician, 
an intriguing, artful, ilLhehaved man, and we should go on much 
better without him. We flatter ourselves we are making a progress. 
. . L . God bless the means of His recovery, and confound every 

evil intention against a blessing so envied. 


Saturday, Dec. 20, 1788, Kew. 

You will hoar there is not the greatest harmony amongst tho 
Physicians. I wish we had got rid of His M.’s Physicians, and that 
the good old man Dr. Willis had the sole direction, for while it con- 
tinues with Dr. Wanon at the head, we are likely to have disputes 
and quan-els every day ; for instance yesterday, ho chose to attack Dr. 
Willis upon having written a letter to Mr. P., which ho averr’d to have 
been delivered in the morning during the debate, congratulating Mr. 
P. upon the recovered state of His M., that ho had done so with a 
political view, said he was mhmmd of him, and warn’d him to bewai'e 
of interfering in politics. How did you ever hear anything so impu- 
dent, so imporiinont ? If you know his whole hehaviour, the decided 
political line he has taken, you would indeed think it so ; you may 
imagine my blood has boiPd within mo. To observe, to counteract, 
and to support the good old Man, has been one cause of my re- 
maining. * * . . 
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Tippoo attacks the Eaja of Travancore — Negligence of the Madras Goveintnent 
— Gross misconduct of Mr. Hollond — Preparations for the War — Negotia- 
tions for the cooperation of Maratha States — Aifairs in Europe — Letter 
from the Prince of Wales — Campaign of 1790 — General Medows — DifB- 
cultics of an Indian cami^aign — Lord Cornwallis proceeds to Madras — 
Assumes the military command and marches against Tippoo. 

The attack upon the lines of Travancore by Tippoo, pnt a stop to 
all the endeavours of Lord Cornwallis to diminish the expenses of 
Government and improve the revenues of the conntry. He was 
compelled to tnxii his whole attoiitiou to the appi’oaching war, which 
cannot be said to have boon quite unexpected, since early in 1788 
Lord Oornwidlis bad anticipated swdi a possibility ; and his corre- 
spondence, especially with Captain liennaway and Mr. Malct, shows 
that ho was laying the ground for a closer alliance with the Hizain 
and the Peshwa than was permitted by the then existing Act of 
Parliament. 

In the conrso of 1789 he repeatedly urged, or rather com- 
manded., the Government of Madras to make ample preparation 
for war. How pertinaciously these orders were neglected, his 
despatches sufficiently show ; and the estimation in which he held 
such false economy is evident from a letter dated March 80, 1790, 
where he says, think it very possible that every cash 
of that ill-ju(lged saving may cost the Company a crore of rupees 
( 1 , 000 , 0001 ) ” ^ ^ , 
Before entering upon a detail of the military operations in the 
Mysore, it may be advisable to advert to a few oMie civil questions 
winch engrossed the attention of Lord Cornwallis^ Prominent 
among these was the land settlement. Upon this subject he had in 
the |)re(5eding year drawn up two long and able Minutes.^ Mr. Shore 
dissentod in one material pomt~the perpetuity of the settiement — 
but in other respects agreed generally with Lord Cornwallis* 

The abolition of a smaller branch of the retenue was also effected 
this year— the Saye3:-duties,0onBisting mainly of what may be termed 
excise-duties, and tolls on the entry and transit of gOods by land 
and water. The charges of coUection absorbed so great a portion 

* Hwt iht! Apr®udh for these Minutes. 
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of the receipts that the net produce was triflingj while commerce 
was greatly impeded. A duty was afterwards imposed upon 
spirituous liquors, which nearly compensated for the loss incurred. 

The separation of the judicial duties from those belonging to 
the collection of the revenue occupied much of his attention. The 
whole system for the administration of justice was faulty in the 
extreme. In one of his letters to the Court, Lord Cornwallis says, 
Your possessions in this country cannot be said to be well governed, 
nor the lives and property of your subjects to be secure, until the 
shocking abuses and the wretched administration of justice in the 
Foujdarry department can be corrected.”^ But though he endea- 
voured in this year to remedy some of these evils, it was not till 
1793 that he was able to promulgate his regulations on the subject. 

As the time was approaching when the renewal of the East 
India Charter would necessarily come under the discussion of Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Dundas applied confidentially to Lord Cornwallis for his 
views on this subject. Lord Cornwallis entertained no high opinion 
of the Court of Directors as a body, which, while professing great 
respect for him, and declaring their anxiety to carry out Ms views, 
thwarted Mm in many instances, especially in the nomination of 
members of the Supreme Council. He had recommended several 
persons, whom, from his knowledge of their characters, he considered , 
eminently qualified for such a post. Among these were Mr. Charles 
Grant and Mr. Jonathan Duncan ; but they were both set aside on 
the plea that there were senior servants whose claims the Court 
could not pass over ; the truth however being, that private jobbing 
and personal feeling had more influence than talent and merit. 
In such cases the Board of Control had no directing power ; they 
could only give advice, which the Court disregarding, appointed in 
succession three persons who, as Lord Cornwallis remarked more 
than once in bitter terms to Mr. Dundas, were totally iacompetent 
for their duties. Plis opinions on the general subject are embodied 
in a long despatch to Mr. Dundas.^ 

These were the principal subjects of a civil nature wMch, besides 
the ordinary business of Government, occupied the attention of 
Lord Cornwallis during the year 1790. Others of minor conse- 
quence were necessarily neglected, as the paramount importance of 
the war with Tippoo obliged him to devote himself almost exclu- 
rivelylo militaxy affairs. 

origin of the war, and the grounds- on which Tippoo justi- 

attack on the lines of Travanoore, have already been men- 


to Ootttt of Oirectoys, Nov. 17, in tlie Appends. 
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tioned. Thai he was encouraged in this attempt by the worse than 
negligence of the Madras Goyernment was evident ; but not till 
some time after the event did the extent of Mr. Ilollond’s misconduct 
become known in Bengal. It was at length ascertained that before 
the Raja of Travancore entertained the proposition of purchasing 
Cranganore and Jacotta from the Dutch^ he had consulted Sir 
Archibald Campbell ; that Mr. Hollond was apprised of the inten- 
tion some time before the transaction took place ; and that neither 
of them expressed any disapprobation of the proceeding. The bad 
state of Sir Archibald’s health was probably the cause of Hs not 
having communicated with Bengal, but there can be no doubt that 
Mr. HoUond’s omission was intentional.^ When the pecuniary 
charges, brought against him by the Nabob of Arcot in the summer 
of 1790, were investigated, there appeared little doubt that he ex- 
pected to receive large sums from the Eaja of Travancore, in retiiiii 
for the British support claimed by the Raja. It was evident that 
the only means of extorting this sum was to keep the Britisli force 
in an inefliciemt slate as to encourage Tippoo to terrify the 
unfortunate Ihija. Idio alarm created in Calcutta by Mr. Ilollond’s 
conduct was so great, that Lord Cornwallis had determined to go 
at once to Madras to supersede him, and take upon himself the 
supreme authority, both Civil and Military ; but he relinquished 
this intention, so agreeable to his feelings as a MiKtary man, when 
he heard of the expected arrival of General Medows, because he felt 
that the Governor-General would be more usefully employed in 
Bengal, from whence he could better control the conduct of the 
Allies, with whom the negotiations were principally earned on 
tlnough Captain Kennaway and Mr. Malet, as Sindia was not so 
ready as the others to take any prominent part. 

The animosity, more or less active, of all the Maratha states 
against Tippoo, enabled the Peshwa, or rather his Minister Nana 
Pumavciae, to co-operate heartily with the British Gowfnment ; 
and this feeling, notwithstanding the long sub^sting jealousy be- 
tween the Nixiam and the Peshwa, induced the former cordially to 
join the alliance. Several years before, both these princes had been 
anxious to unite with the English on terms y^ry favourable to the 
latter, and though the provision of the Act of Parliament then in- 
terfered, there novr existed no impediment to the ' conclusion of these 
treaties, Sindia was not a party to them:^ but he promised to use 
all Ms influence to induce the Peshwa honestly to perform his en- 
gagements. These political arrangements having been successfully^ 

^ Sa© Minute of lord Cornwallis, April 2, 1790, on Mr, Hollond*® proceedings. 
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completed, the only other duty remaining for Lord Cornwallis to 
perform was to place, as far as possible, the resources of Bengal at 
the disposal of G*eneral Meclows. Stores and ammunition to a greait 
extent, with a certain number of men, mostly gun lascars, were 
accordingly sent by sea from Calcutta ; and as the prejudices of the 
high-caste Brahmins rendered it difficult to embark the whole, a 
strong corps was at the same time despatched by land, under the 
command of Colonel Cockerell. The expected arrival of these 
troops tempted General Medows to open the campaign on the plan 
Colonel Musgrave had intended to adopt. Lord Cornwallis did not 
consider this course judicious, especially as he felt convinced that 
tbe troops could not pass the Ghauts, which separate the Coimbatore 
and Mysore countries, until the cessation of the rains in the latter 
district, so that the Carnatic would mean time be exposed to the 
incursions of Tippoo’s cavalry. The treaties with the Peshwa and 
the Nizam were signed respectively on the 6th and 29th of July, 
both powers promising faithfully to send large armies to support 
the British force, but they did not during this campaign fulfil their 
engagements. They had been offended at Lord Cornwallis having 
repudiated the illegal engagements entered into by Sir John Mac- - 
pherson ; and it required all the influence derived from his cha- 
racter, combined with their fear and hatred of Tippoo, to induce 
them' now to accede to the proposed stipulations. 

To enable the armies to move with facility, it was necessary 
to provide ^mple supplies of money. The treasury of the Com- 
pany was nearly exhausted, that of the Nabob of the Carnatic was 
w^l supplied. Lore] Cornwallis therefore imperatively demanded 
the immediate payment of the large arrears due to the Company, 
and which had been allowed to accumulate. He further insisted 
that tbe Nabob should either appropriate the greater part of his 
revenue towards defraying tire expenses of the war, or should allow 
the Company to take possession of his territories, granting him a 
liberal income. The latter course was ultimately adopted, both in 
the case of the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Baja of Tanjore. 

Somewhat later in the year the French possessions became the 
jscene of violent commotion and tumult. The revolutionary spirit 
of the mother country had spread to her colonies, and the lives of 
Ae ^ of Chandernagore and of several of his oflicers were 
only by f he vigorous interposition of Lord Cornwallis. These 
however productive of one good result: 

:Odmwallis from any apprehension that Tippoo 

end to the intended mis- 
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sion to Cliina, It was proposed that Lord Cornwallis should select 
a successor from among the ciyil servants of the Company ; but 
legal difficulties interposed, and the Court of Directors being adverse 
to the plan, it was dropped, not to be revived till Lord Macartney 
went to China in 1792. 

As Lord Cornwallis did not personally take any part in the 
campaign of 1790, his despatches contain no details of the opera- 
tions, which practically began about June 15. It is therefore neces- 
sary to give a slight sketch of them, and to show why he considered 
it imperative upon him to take the command of the army him- 
self towards the close of the year. The first object General Medows 
had in view was the capture of Coimbatore, commanding those rich 
and open plains which bear the same name, and to make the place 
])is principal depot for stores and provisions. To estimate the diffi- 
culties of a campaign in Hindustan, and especially in Mysore, it 
is necessary to consider the effect of the periodical rains which fall 
in that country. The south-western monsoon pours torrents over 
the Malabar Coast in the month of June, while })art of Mysore does 
not feel its effects till later in the year, owing to the range of the 
Ghauts, which separate the higher from the lower districts. The 
ignorance of the British as to the epoclis of the wet seasons was a 
source of great embarrassment to Colonel Stuart’s detachment. The 
streams which he had crossed on Ins march to besiege Palgaut be- 
came so swollen, that he could with difficulty rejoin the main army, 
without having been able to effect his object. Dindigul, a place 
of some strength and considerable importance, soon after fell into 
his hands, though he had been repulsed when he endeavoured 
to storm the fort ; but such was the terror inspired by the gal- 
lantry of the troops, both European and native, that the garrison 
offered to surrender next morning, on terms vl^hioh were readily 
granted, as Colonel Stuart had exhausted his ammunition To 
Europeans the strength efforts like Dindigul ,maya]^-6« oyer- 
rated, but in fact, by natives, they are almost mexpugnahle. In 
general they are situated on the summit of gmnite rocks, rising 
directly from the plain and not commanded in any direction, with 
at least two sides perpendicular, and. the othcB so easily scarped -aa 
to make it difficult for persons to clamber up^ evemyhen unopposed. 

' The summit of these. roeksis usually flat sometimes, of considerable 
e:^tent, and almost always well .supplied with water. ' Palgaut was 
again attacked on September 21, and the garrison surrendered 
after two days of open trenches. Meantime Sattimunpl had been 
reduced by Colonel Ployd, and Eroad by (jolonel Oldham, and their 
two oor|>s then united, k chain of depQts was thus occupied, and 
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General Medows toped he should by this means be enabled to 
ascend the pass of Gujelhiitty early in October. 

The army was as yet divided into three corps : General Medows 
at Coimbatore, Colonel Floyd nearly sixty miles in advance, and 
Colonel Stuart about thirty miles in the rear. Early in September 
Tippoo made arrangements to attack Colonel Floyd, and on the 
13th he crossed the river Bakvany, and encountered a detachment 
of cavalry sent to reconnoitre.^ Tippoo’s force far outnumbered 
them, and but for the judgment and gallantry of tlie commanding 
officer the corps would have suffered severely. It was however in- 
dispensable to effect a retreat, which was done in admirable order. 
On the 14th they were overtaken by Tippoo, and an action ensued, 
to the advantage of the English, whose success may be partially 
attributed to an unfounded report that General Medows had joined 
them. Two days after the junction was actually effected, to the 
great relief of Colonel Floyd, whose men were in total want of sup- 
plies, and even of surgeons, of whom two had been killed in the 
action.^ The army being now aU united at Coimbatore, marched 
in pursuit of the enemy ; but General Medows found it impossible 
to overtake them, and he moved to Eroad, from whence Tippoo 
had turned to the southward, having it in contemplation to double 
back on Coimbatore, in hopes of capturing the stores in that place ; 
but Colonel Hartley having thrown in a large reinforcement, the 
Sultan took the direction of Darapooram, which surrendered 
October 8, after a very slight resistance. 

Having placed Coimbatore in a respectable state of defence, 
General Medows again proceeded in pursuit of Tippoo, forded the 
Oaveri, and encamped on the high ground overlooking Baramahal. 
He was most anxious to effect a junction with Colonel Maxwell, 
who had earlier iff the year brought a very considerable corps from 
Calcutta, a distance of 1200 miles, and had since been occupied in 
watching the passes which lead directly from Mysore into the Car- 
natic. Several weeks had elapsed since any intelligence of him 
had been received; and when (November 15) General Medows 
arrived on his ground, and saw an encampment six miles off, no 
donbt was entertained that Colonel MaxwcH was in sight. It proved 
however to be Tippoo at the head of his army, who had had some 
hope of attacking the two corps separately ; but when he found that 
friey were so near to each other (about thirty miles), he struck his 
and by a rapid march secured the pass of Palicode. As soon 

' I wrp consisted of 1 tOO ca^ of the 1 Sfcb, and a regiment of Natire cavaliy. 

Haii?®, 1700 infantry, and * The loss had been 436 killed and wouuaed, 
, 'W eowisted of 3 troops European atid Native, and six guns were lost. 
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ti l -solv;d to moS 

touaids the pass of Tapoor. On the 18th they overtook Tipr.oo 

pint-nit ad^ Y gainedim- 

Sist and though Coionel Stuart 

iilpiZ. D permission to intercept the enemy as they were 

wiiled less energetic counsels pre- 

loss A? T t *1^® pass almost without 

tow-n-ds TW r ’“""f immunity, the Sultan rapidly moved 

™s ( ?Ti/’ containing extensive 

M CO 7fnt^ 11^® Oaveri, an'immediate 

comDclled iV ?* ’ Y approach of General lledows 

i|) ilcd iippoo to abandon ]oh ontor])ric.*o. 

<-arrv ut'tlle w\f ■■’’f ‘If ^ P>'cvonted ( loneral Medows from 

do \ oniT " 1 " “'-"“f l>ad proposed 

to <10. imid Corinvall.H an-ive.l at iradras December V> took the 

Idlli'lXear of Ti TT^ *’‘at place. 

w th .u 1; J ? I’ai rains, which fell 

while he lOu r T D tli®y wore moTing, 

f], ■ • . I'l^attgh at no great distance, entirely (jscanod 

them uyurmus effects His repulse from Tiagar; and hfs TaS 

liLri l T T 'u’ ' 7^ attended witli circumstances of most 

I ,/ ^ Gveiits of this campaign. Chi-ono- 

o„icalIy speaking they belong moro properly to 1701 

ihough tho supercesHiou of (hmnral Modows might naturally 
vt been expected to give hmi much annoyance, nothing could 
ex<-eod lus cordiality, his affeelionato regard for Lord Cornwallis, 

h IS Tn 1 It reflects the 

Sr; u r ? °n Y Cornwallis that they should 

„+I If t^oughoiit tho rest of tho war on terms of the 

iitittOKt coaflfiouco and most sincere frieiidBliip. 

Laul Coiunwalus 'I'o ruK Bishop of Lioupnsnn and CoviiNTiiY. 

Deab James, , aicutta, j«,. «, ,790. 

I* gJres me great pleasure to date a letter in tho yoai- 1790, 

Wtirr the last year in which I shall date 

Jett<.r8 ffom Bengal. I am howe^’er anxious to hear that a suc- 
cessor is apjtouited ; for although 1 have declared positively, and 
have authorised Mr. Shore to confirm it, that I will not stay hero 

longer than tlio hogiiming of 1701, yet I have too much patriiitisra 

von. i. y j 
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to leave tlie government of this conntry in the weak hands of , 
who in six months would undo all I have been doing for upwards 
of four years. I hope this matter will be decided before the last 
ship of the season is to sail, but if it should not I will write to you 
fully on the subject. You may perhaps smile at my scruples, but I 
am much in earnest where the interests of my country are at stal^e. 
It is needless to trouble you with a recapitulation of what I said in 
my two last letters about my private affairs, but I cannot too often 
repeat how much I feel myself obliged to you for your kind atten- 
tion to them. . . . 

I have sent you a jnpe of Madeira by the ^ Earl of Oxford’ India- 
inau, which I boHeve to be very good. I am, fee., 

COENWALUIS. 

Majoii-Genehal Grenville to Earl Cornwallis. 

[Received Jan.. 1790.] 

My bear Lord, Windsor, Oct, y*^ 4ih, 1789. 

... I have the pleasure to acquaint you that His Majesty 
is at present in perfect good health and spirits. His expedition to 
Weymouth and the sea-bathing has had the desired effect in bracing 
him up and restoring him to his former good state of health. He is 
retimimg by degrees to all his old habits and amusements, with a 
fixed determination to avoid all excess of fatigue and abstinence, 
&c., which were certainly in great measure the cause of his late 
illness. ... As I have an opportunity of seeing a great deal 
of His Majesty, your Lordship may depend upon the above good 
account of him being perfectly true and just in every particular. 
In short, I think he is now so thoroughly re-established in his 
health, that there is not the smallest ground for any apprehension 
of a relapse. 

The accounts I have to send you of another great personage are 
pretty much the same as when I last wrote. You will most likely 
have heard before tliis of the famous duel between him and Lennox.* 
I shall not pretend to enter into the particulars of it; and I believe 
the less that is said about it so mtich the better for both parties. The 
spirit of party and politicks was so extremely high at that moment, 
and people’s passions so much on the qui vim, that what at other times 

' 'vyy Bakeofywklxad mid, that Coloacl Xicnnox. Lon! Rawtion always saixL 

‘^m' W, hate u6ed to Colonel Leimax (tho that by ddayiag the signal tor firing, mid 
o£ , at ^Banhiga/& Ctuh, thus imdeitig Coiom! Lennox's dm unsteady, 

.to to mhtxiii* . The ho had saved the life of the Duke, whoso curl 

‘Ikwa, y L« Rawdott' was ww.towiod away hy his 'onpoaent's ^WL 
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might have been looked upon as nothing more than some iingiiardod 
expressions, and which, as I understand, had often passed before this 
unnoticed, were now regarded as of too serious a nature to be over- 
looked, and not to be put up with from one gentleman to the other. 
The Dulse’s behavioui’ in the field was certainly such as did him 
honour for coolness and personal courage. How far he was right 
in the first instance I shall not pretend to say, and have always re- 
frained from giving any opinion, or even talking upon the subject. 

In regard to foreign and domestic news I have but little to com- 
innnicato. Everything goes on here as 'well as we can wish, and 
as bad as wo can wisli in France, in a political view ; for in another 
light it would be shocking to human nature to wish so ill even to 
our worst enemies. It is imagined things cannot possibly go on 
much longer without its coming to some violent crisis; famine and 
bankruptcy stare them in the face; no man's life or property is 
secure ; how it will end the Lord knows ; at all events it will take 
a very considerable time before the country can possibly roeov(jr 
fj'om the blow it has received. The misery of the poor individuals 
is beyond all description, and highly descawijig our pity and com- 
miseratiom I liav(i however the consolation to think that it hm 
mostlikeJy been the moans of preventing a general war, as I believe 
had Einnce been in any tolerable situation, she would, either openly 
or underhand, have taken some pait in the present war upon the 
Continent. . . . Ever yours, &c., 

R. Geenvili.e. 

EaW. COKNWAOI.IS TO CAPTAIN KkNNAVVAY. 

HiK, ' Ciiloutfa, .Ian. 28, 1700. 

From your being in the noighboui'liood of the Carnatic, you 
will have been informed before now that Tippoo has committed 
hostilities against our Ally, the Rajah of Travancore ; and as this ^ 
act is a flagrant violation of the late treaty of peace with the 
Company, wo consider ourselves called upon by a regard for our 
interest and honour, to take immediate and vigorous measures to 
exact the fullest reparation for it. 

I have so much confidence in your vigilance and zeal, as to be 
persuaded that you have already used your endeavours to inspire 
the Nizam and his Minister, with a disposition to enter into engage- 
ments to co-operate heartily with us in this war, and I desiro that 
you will obtain an audience of both of them as soon as possible, to 
notify tlio infraction of the treaty, and that yon will on that, as 
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well as all otlier proper occasions, spare no pains to paint in its 
proper colours the faithless character of Tippoo, and to explain to 
them the great advantages which they may derive upon this occa- 
sion, by forming a close connexion with this Governinent. 

Should they supi>oso that we are diffidemt of our own strength, 
no arguments of yours would bo sufficient to induce them to 
embark with us in the ww. You will therefore, at the time yon 
invite his Highness to give an unequivocal proof of the simniity of 
his attachment and friendship for the Company, inform him, .that 
as the powers of tills Governraout will he immodiatoly oxort(‘rl to 
support the wai* in the Carnatic, wo entertain no donbt of our 
being able to bring it to a speedy and honourable issue, but that 
it would be highly grateful to us, if ho would determine to malvo an 
early declaration in our favour. And as an inducement ibr liirn to 
adopt that resolution, you are at liberly to stipulate with him in 
the name of this Government, tliat wc will not conchido a poa(*o 
mth Tippoo without securing to him a full participation of the 
advantages that may be obtained by the war ; and that being now 
set at liberty by Tippoo’s breach of the treaty, wo will enter into 
defensive alliance with him, for the mutual guarantee against 
Tippoo, of the territories tliat may be ])Ossessed by the respective^ 
parties when the war shall bo terminated. 

Your own good sense, and your knowledge of the dispositions 
and characters of his Highness and his Minister, will suggest to you 
the proper arguments to be made use of upon this occasion; 
amongst others you will state, that should his Highness <l<3clino or 
delay to make the ahovo-montioned declaration, it cannot ho 
expected by him, that we shall take a concern about his interests 
in any negotiation with Tippoo ; and, after reminding him of the 
general spirit of justice and moderation by which all our conduct 
has been actuated, you will particularly offer to his attention the 
circumstances of the present quairel, which must appear to him m 
the clearest evidence of our thinking it incumbent upon ns to dis- 
charge our engagements with our Allies, with the Btrictest honour 
and punctuality. 

I am not at present prepared to decide on the mode in whicdi 
his Higlmess coxild co-operate with us in the most beneficial manner, 
for promoting the success of the common cause, even if he skmld 
-'be prevailed upon to make the declaration that we wish ; but I am 
:%cdihed to^ think that he would most effectually assist us by fur- 
:;hishihg,a'bddy nf his best cavalry to act with our army; and by 
.remamder'' of his force, either in attacking some of 
' the of Tippoe'a' dominions, or in Supporting 
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any of liis subjects or tributaries wbo may resolve to take tliat 
opportunity to shake off tlieir dependence on Idin. 

Ill addition to the other steps that you are to take upon this 
occasion, I desire that you will encourage every advance that may 
be made to you by any of Tippoo's tributaries or subjects, to form 
connexions with the Company; and that you will employ Meer 
Zein Alabadien Cawii (v,ho came from Pooiiah), or any other 
person that you may judge capable of rendering useful services, 
either in procuring intelligence of Tippoo's designs, or in persuading* 
any of his ministers or principal officers to abandon him, and to act 
under our directions in endeavouring to overturn his power ; and 
whatever engagements you sliall contract with persons of that de- 
scription, shall be punctually fulfilled. 

Considerable reinforcements of troops will be despatched iinme- 
iliately to Madras, and it is also my determination to repair there 
in person, with as much expedition as circumstances will admit, to 
take t(miporary charge of the Civil and Military aiiairs at that 
lb*esidency. You are tliorcjVu’e in [nlure to despatch two copies of 
all your [niblic lettei's — one dmjctcd to me, and to bo forwarded 
imder cover to the Bccretary of (}ov<n*nmc5nt at Madras, and the 
oilier directed to the Covcrnoi-Ooneral in Coumul at Bengal; and 
you are from time to time to communicate everything that you 
may think of consequence to be known by them, to the Kosident 
at Pounah, and with Madagee Scindia, and to the Governments of 
Bladras and Bombay. I am, &e., 

OOB^l WALLIS. 

A letter was written the same day to Mr. Malet, desiring him 
to urge upon the Peshwa the advantage he would derive from join- 
ing cordially in hostilities against Tippoo, and informing him that 
Captain Keiinaway was instructed to press the Nizam to take a 
similar course, and Major Palmer to endeavour to obtain assistance 
from Bindia and Holkar. 

Minute of the Governor-Generat.. 

Feb. 5, 1790. 

The Members of the Board were apprised on the day after 
the accounts arrived from Madras, that Tippoo Sultan had coin- 
mittcid actual hostilities against our ally the Rajah of Travancore ; 
that in the critical situation in which the Company’s affairs appeared 
to bo in the Carnatic, I looked upon it as a duty which [ owcul U) 
my countJ’V, to lay aside all (*ousidorutionH of my own perbomd vnm 
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or responsibility, or even of what the existing laws might specifically 
aotlioi’ise, and to determine immediately to proceed to the coast as 
soon as might be possible, to take a temporary cliarge of the Civil 
and Military affairs at the Presidency of Fort Hi George. 

I have already communicated to the Board that, exclusive of 
other reasons, I thought myself called upon to take so decided a 
step, from its being consistent with my knowledge that there was 
not a sufficient harmony and mutual confidence between the Civil 
and Military departments, and that there was an evident backward- 
ness in the Civil part of the Government to consult the offic(n’ com- 
manding tlie troops under that Presidency, or to avail itself of his 
experience and opinions in making preparations and arrangements 
for carrying on a war. 

It is a justice due to the zeal and attention of Colonel Mnsgi^avc, 
and it is equally necessary, in explanation of the grounds on which 
I had formed my belief of the want of vigour and union in con- 
ducting the public affairs in the Carnatic, that I should lay before 
the Board the four accompanying letters dated the 2()th and 31st 
of December, and 5th and 10th of January last, which I lately 
received from Colonel Mnsgravo, and from which I was led to 
apprehend that jealousies and distrusts between tlio Civil and Mili- 
tary powers might soon arrive at such an li eight as to occasion a 
renewal of calamities, which, under similar circumstances, happened 
at the beginning of the last war with Tippoo’s lather, and wore so 
ruinous in their consequences to tlie general interests of Britain, as 
well as to those in particular of the Honourable Company. 

The Board will likewise bo sensible, that the inattention, almost 
amounting to disregard, wMch has been shown by the Madras 
Government to some of our late instructions on points of grea,t 
importance, is highly deserving of onr severe reprehension, and could 
not fail to operate as an additional reason in my mind for enter- 
taining great doubts of the good disposition or ability of that Go- 
vernment to support and maintain the public interests and honour 
at this critical period. 

Under the impressions that I have described, 1 thought myself 
called upon by a sense of duty to the Company, as well as by an 
attention to the general interests of my country, to stand forth and 
endeavour tp avert the misfortunes with which negligence and mis- 
conduct, or jealousies between the Civil and Military departments 
might be attended. 

With that view, and upoU the ground of state necessity, it^was 
my intention to take the responsibyity of an irregular measure 
upon myself, and to propose that the Board should invest me with 
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full powers to take a temporary ctarge of the Civil and Military 
affairs at the Presidency of Fort St. George, by exercising the 
functions of Governor as well as those of Commander- in-Chiei. 

I have been highly gratified with the warm approbation which 
the members of the Board bestowed upon that determination, and 
with the ready concurrence wliich they gave to its being commu- 
nicated to the Government of Bombay, and to the Besi dents at the 
(Jouiis of the country powers, before the hurry of other business 
would admit of its being put in any other form upon our public 
records. 

It is, however, with great satisfaction, that I congratulate the 
Board upon the arrival, in the mean time, of the advices by the 
^Vestal’ frigate, by wliich we liave been informed that the Com- 
mission appointing General Medows to be Governor of Fort St. 
George was on board that vessel; and as tlie ^ Vestal ^ proceeded 
from Ajongo to Bombay on the 3rd ultimo, there is every reason to 
hope tliat ho will he able to take charge of his Government before, 
or at least as soon as, it would have been possible for mo to have 
reached Madras. 

The grounds upon wliich I formed my finst resolution are there- 
fore in a great measure, or pc^rhaps entirely, done away. For as it 
would have been incompatible with the station which I hold in 
this country to have rendered myself in any way subordinate to 
the Government of Madras, — and as General Medows is a man of 
acknowledged ability and character, and regularly mvested by the 
Court of Directors with the offices of Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief at the Presidency of l^ort St. George — I wiU, not venture to 
say that by relinquishing the immediate direction of the Supreme 
Government after a knowledge of the appointment of General 
Medows, I should not be justly exposed to blame and censure for 
executing a determination, which had been made a few days bo&re, 
under the belief of the existence of very different circumstances; 
and which from the motives that had actuated me in the first 
instance, might have been entitled to commendation. As it will 
appear upon other parts of our proceedings, that I had adopted the 
above-mentioned resolution, and tlmt the measure had received the 
sanction of the other members of Government, I have thought 
that it would be regular on this occasion to record the reasons 
which prompted me to do it, as well as the considerations which 
have induced me to lay it entirely aside, unless now circumstances 
should arise to call upon me to resume it. 
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Earl Cornwallis to the Right Hon. Henry Bund as. 

Dear Sir, , Calcutta, bu. 7, 1790. 

Tlie face of affairs in tins coxintiy is mucli changed since I 
wrote to yon on the 9th ultimo, I then did not believe that Ti[)poo 
would commit actual hostilities either against the Company or the 
Eajali of Travancore ; nor do I still think that he would have 
ventured to do it, if* he had not been encouraged by the weakness 
of the Madras Government. 

The severe and unexpected check he met with on the 29th of 
December (for he certainly ought, according to all military rules, to 
have succeeded), if it had been followed up with spirit on our pari, 
might have been attended with the happiest consequence; but such 
conduct was not to be expected from a Governor like Mr. llolloiid, 
who, although we told him in explicit t<3nns on the 29th of August 
and 13th of November last, that if Tippoo committed any act of 
hostility against the Nabob of Arcot, or the Itajah of Travancore, 
ho should immediately consider himself at war with that Ihim^e, 
has since the attack of the Itajalfs lines remained in a state of* 
perfect inactivity. Nor has Miisgrave been able to prevail upon 
him to take that most necessary measure of securing drauglit and 
carriage bullocks, the neglect of which, ifTippoo’s horse break into 
the country, will put it out of the power of any General to (*any on 
an offensive war. 

However irregular or inconveniont it might bo for mo to Icavi^ 
Bengal, especially in such hands as 1 have formerly dtvstnibcd, 1 
determined not to wait patiently here for the account of Urn loss of 
the Carnatic, and was preparing to embark in the 'Houghton’ In- 
diaman for Madras, when I hoard that the ' Vesial’ irigati) had 
touched at Ajengo on the 3rd of January on her way to Bombay, 
and that it carried General Medows’s appointment to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. 

If I could have thought myself at libc^rty to have folio W{ 3 d my 
own private inclinations, you may easily concouvo that it would 
have ^ led me to have taken the held against Tippoo, instead of 
remaining here at the daily and constant drudgery of conducting 
the business ol this country, in which, after the loss of Mr. Hhore 
and Mr. Charles Grant, 1 really liavi^ very little official assistance ; 
put I did not tMnk that such a stop could have boon justified either 
M; point of duty to my country or delicacy to Modows, whom I 
must of conme have superseded as a Governor both in his Civil and 
Mdxtaiy ‘'Capacity. 
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You will Si‘o by luy public letterB llie iueasur<‘s that we have 
aJi'i^aily ucluptcd^ n.ial yon may bo assured tlia-t no exertion shall be 
wanting on my part to bring this business to a happy issue, and 
that if it should appear that the public service would be (essentially 
beneiited by my going to the coast, J shall not be alarmed at 
incurring the responsibility of so irregular an act. In the moa.ii 
time, I have the mortification of seeing the fruits of llie labour 
of three yc^ars and a hall‘ likely to bo destroyed in a few months 
by the increase of our debt, and the rise of the discount on our 
paper, &c. 

We shall transmit by tins ship the orders for the Bengal settle- 
juent, and I must beg that you will read with attentiou niy second 
miimte on this siibj(3ct, as w'ell as tlie letters annexcal in an ap- 
pendix ; it is too long to admit of my sending you a private c(jpy 
of it by this <*.oiiveyan<i(i. I am on this point really an enthnsiiist, 
ivom a peilect conviction that the future ha])[nness of this country 
depcaids on a iixod and unalterable assessment of the land revermo, 
witlioiit wdiich it cannot prosper. I understand from a, varieiy of 
cpiartei's, that ilollcjiid is dtjspised and ex(U‘rated by the whoh^ 
setiloment of Fort St. (b^oj-go, and accused of the grosstist pecula- 
tion and coriuptiim. It is always difficult in this country to obtain 
proof of pecuniary deJinquoncy against any man in power, as such, 
transactions are conducted in the name of native servants or 
agents, who, although they arc great rogues in other respects, 
make it a point of honour on these occasions not to betray their 
master. I have liowover had some overtures made to mo on this 
head, and I shall spare no pains to procure the means of bringing 
such an offender to justice. I should now bo inclined to say you 
had better stick to your plan of Military Governors, and have done 
with the Civil line, if I did not remember that there have been 
some military characters in this country that have not been very 
correct I hope however at all events, that Modows will bo my 
SUCC0SS03-,— not that I mean to run away whilst the house is on fire, 
for, lunch as I wish to return to England next year, I would not do 
it unless the Company’s possessions were in a state of security. 

I am, &c., 

OOKXWALLIB. 

Earl Corxwallis to thie Ooimr or Dieectors, 

JIoNOUEABIjI SiBS, ^ Calcutta, Fob. 8, 1700. 

. , . Should any new events occur on the coast to pro- 
duce an appearance of a nocOHsity of my going tlauo^, I shall niill 
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tliiiik it incumbent upon me to execute my first intention^ and you 
will liavG an opportunity of observing by tlio proceedings of the 
Board, that I bave in tlie mean time recommended ail tlio Military 
and Political measures wMcb seem to be calculated to exact ample 
reparation from Tippoo for bis flagrant breacli of tbe treaty of 
peace, and so bring tbe contest with bim to a speedy and an 
boiiourable issue. 

An equal attention to efficiency and economy has been observed 
in tbe plan for augmenting yom: troops at tbe difibrcnt Presi- 
dencies, and the reinforcements and supplies wliicli will proceed 
immediately from hence to Madras, will I trust put it in General 
Itcdows’s power to act offensively against Tippoo with promptitude 
and success. . . . 

You will observe from our Proceedings, that we conceived tbat 
we have bad reason to disapprove of some parts of the late conduct 
of tbe Government of Port St, George ; bnt as we have required 
explanations from that Government of some of those acts wlubib wo 
have considered as principally blameable, I shall defer giving any 
decided opinion upon them, until those explanations shall bo laid 
before the Supreme Board. 

Much of my time and attention has been occupied in directing 
the variety of arrangements which the late occurrences have 
required, but I have bean anxious at the same time that the 
measures which have been long in agitation for preparing the 
best i)lan8 in our power to make a ten years' settlement of tbe 
land revenues of tliese provinces, should suffer no material inter- 
ruption. • * * 

The different objects with which I am at present occupied, do 
not admit of my touching upon any of the other heads of the 
public business ; but 1 cannot conclude tliis letter without assining 
you, that notwithstanding the notice that I gave you last year of 
my intention to resign this Government in the course of the ensuing 
season, and the many reasons that press me to execute that deter- 
mination, I shall think it my duty to waive all personal considera- 
tions, and to remain in my present station whilst I can see any 
good reason to suppose that my presence in this country would 
essentially contribute to the security of your possessions, or mate- 
rMly to promote the general prosperity of your affairs. 

1 have, &c., 

OorawALLia 
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The Govehe^or-Cjenehal in Council to the Governor in Council, 

Fort St. George. 

Honourable Sir, Feb. 8, i79o. 

AVe sliall forbear on this occasion to declare any decided 
opinion on tlie subjects which we shall state, but the duty which we 
owe to our country as well as to the Honourable Company, obliges 
us to call upon you for explanations of certain parts of your late 
conduct, which we must aclmowledge appear to us in a very dis- 
advantageous light. 

From the general situation of the political affairs of this 
country, it seemed to bo liiglily impj'obable a short time ago that 
Tippoo would venture to force us into a war ; but upon the sup- 
position of that eveut being possible, wu pi^escribcd a lino for 
your conduct mulcr certain contingencies tliat were specified, in 
terms which wo conceived to be so clear as not to admit of mis- 
construction. 

Wo directed in our letter dated the 29th of August last, that 
if you should receive certain informal ion that Tippoo ]ia< I invaded 
any part of the dcmiinionB of the Nabob of Areot, or of the Ihijah 
of Travaiicoro, you wore to consider him from that moment as at 
war with the Company. 

These directions were repeated in our letter dated the 13th of 
November, and the instructions contained in both letters were also 
ex|)Ii(3it, that from the day on which it appeared that wo should be 
under the necessity of engaging in a war with Tippoo, in eonso- 
qiience of -liis committing actual hostilities against either of our 
above-mentioned allies, the payments to the Nabob of ArcoCs 
private creditors, and all steps for the provision of an investment 
for Europe at your Presidency should immediately cease, in order 
that those fundn might, with the other pecuniary roBOurces of the 
Carnatic, be applied according to the intention of the Court of 
Directors to defray the exigencies of the war. 

We likewise gave our sentiments fully in our letter dated the 
13th of November, on the circumstances that had been laid before 
us respecting the Bajah of Travancoro*s purchase of the forts of 
Cranganore and Jacottah from the Dutch, and our orders were 
positive, that if those forts belonged originally to the Portuguese 
and were made over by them to the Dutch, and if the Dutch held 
the independent possession of thorn without any reserve of allegiam^c 
or stipulations of dependence upon the Kajah of (bchin, who is 
tributary to Tippoo, the transfer of thorn by the Dutcb thi^ 
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Eaiali of Travaiicore slioiild be deemed valid and just, and tlic 
Eajali possession maintained and defended. 

Notwitlistandiug tlie above instructions^ yon tliongiit i)i"oper in 
your letter dated tlie 3rd of January, to lay down prineipli\s as 
being in your opinion founded on tlie laws oi* nations, respectiiig 
tlie transaction botweon the Itajali and tlie IHitcdi, vdiicli militate 
against tlie spirit of our orders, and wMcli wo conceive it was not 
regularly within yom province to discuss, as you are not responsible 
for the measure that was directed 

We were also surprised to observe by the enclosures which 
accompanied that letter, that what you WToto to Tippoo in coii- 
soipiGiice of OUT instructions of the Idtli of November is only in 
})art conformable to them ; as you do not acr|iiaint him that we laid 
dotonnined to assist the llajah of 4Vavancore in the defence of Ihe 
forts of Cranganoro and Jaoottah, if it should appear upon invest 
tigation that the Dutch did possess an independent right to disjioso 
of them. 

But it gave us the most serious concern to find that the letters 
which you sent at the same time to Mr. Pownoy, the llesident of 
Travancore, and to the Eajah himself, arc not only silent on the 
above determination which wo had communicated to you, but are 
couched in terms calculated to discourage a faithful ally in the 
defence of his own country against an enemy who was wdthin a few 
miles of his fi*ontiors, and with the insolence and violence of whose 
cliaractor you have long been fully acquainted. 

It has also come under our observation, that posterior to the 
time of your having received information that Tippoo had com- 
mitted actual hostilities against the Eajah of Travancore, by attack- 
ing his lines on the northern frontier of his dominions on the 20th 
of December last, you have continued to advertise in the public 
newspapers for proposals for furnishing you with certain articles to 
a very considerable amount, for an investment for Europe ; and by 
letters which the Oommander-in-Ohief has received from the com- 
manding officers of the troops under your Presidency, and laid 
before tbis Board, it appears to ns, that although you liad issued 
orders for a large body of troops to hold themselves in readiness to 
take the field at the shortest notice, and that a considerable detach- 
ment should inarch from the centre, for the purpose of reinforcing 
the southern division of your army, you Iiad, after l^ppoo’s flagrant 
^m#acti.on of the late treaty of peace was known at your Presi- 
"\dfi|i 0 y^^M 0 rmed Colonel Musgrave that it was to bn understood 
-hullOoks^ were not to be provided for the Ord»am*e at Wala- 
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j*Hbcid till fiirtlioT orders^ and we saw lliut rtsstrictiou witli tlie more 
surprise, as it liad been so recently verified by tlie military op{^,Ta“ 
tioiis of tlie late war in tlie Carnatic, that a disappointment in that 
braiicli of supply would render all other preparations for active field 
service nearly nugatoiy and useless. 

After having thus enumerated the parts of your late public 
conduct which have appeared to us in a disiidvantageous light, we 
have now to require tliat you vdll assign your reasons for with- 
holding the information from the llesident at Travancoro, and from 
the Eajali himself, that we should assist in maintaining and defend- 
ing tlic forts of Crangaiiore and Jacottah, if it slioiild be prowal 
upon investigation that those foHs had been independent Dutch 
possessions before ’the country of Coebiii became tributary to tlie 
Mysore Govermnent; for continuing to take steps for promoiing 
an investment for Europe; and for delaying to order a suriicieid- 
number of (Irangist and (airriage bullocks, for the purpose of en- 
abling the troops to act with vigoui* in the field, a-fier it was 
known to you that Idppim had attuc]vo<l the Rajah of TravancMUTfs 
lines oil tlie 29th of j)cM‘ombor last: bi'ing nuMisunis in whiidi you 
seem to ba,vo acted in disregard or (ioiitradietion of onr repeated 
instrnetioiiB, by which you were directed to look u[)on Tipjioo, if he 
should commence hostilities against either of our allies, the Nabob 
of Arcot or the Rajah of Hhavaneoro, as at war with the Oompany- 

W 0 have the honour to be, &c. 


Earl Cornwallis to thk Rimrr Hon. Hknry Dunpas. 

DeAB Bib, ailcultn, Feh. 12, 1700. 

I have had so frequent occasions to express my sentiments 
to yon with regard to Mr. Charles Grant, that I need not repeat 
upon introducing him to you, how mncdi 1 am personally obliged 
to him, or how much the East India Company and his country are 
indebted to his zealous services and superior abilities* 

I must beg of yon for my sake to anceivo him with all possible 
kindness and attention, and I should tocommoud it to you for 
your own, to converse' with him frequently upon every part of the 
huHinesH of this country. j 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to tee Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry. 

Dear James, Calcutta, Fei). 13, 1700. 

The unprovoked attack which Tippoo has made upon our ally 
the Eajah of Travancoro has, much against iiiy inclination, forced 
us into a war, and I was preparing to take the command upon the 
coast when received the account of General Medows’s appoint- 
ment to the Government of Fort St George. I wish it had 
arrived cither three months sooner or three months later ; in the 
first case I believe we should have had no war, ibr I am convinced 
that Tippoo w<as encouraged by the wealaicss and corruption of Mr. 
Hollond’s Government ; and in the second, without any disparage- 
ment to Medows, whoso character and abilities I highly respect, I 
think I could for a time have conducted the CJivil and Military busi- 
ness of the Carnatic with more ease and advantage than he could, 
from the greater experience I have had in the general affairs of 
India. I must now be satisfied with being Medows's commissary, to 
famish him with men, money, and stores ; to get no share of credit 
if things go well, and a large proportion of blame if they do not 
sacceed. All this I fed severely, but I could not tliink it justifiable 
to leave my own Government in order to supersede such a man as 
Medows. . 

This misfortune is likely to keep me another year in this 
country, and I should wish everything to be sent out as usual, 
unless I should have an opportunity of contradicting it. Some 
letters, newspapers, and magazines may, by way of precaution, bo 
sent to Si Helena. 

If I should not come home, Bronie might stay at Eton till, ho 
is seventeen and a half, which will bo about Easter, 1792, and then 
if war still keeps me in India, for nothing else shall, he might go 
abroad with his tutor in the manner you proposed. . . . 

It is a mdmicholy tmh to write all this, and to see all tln^ effects 
of my economy, and the regulations of the finances which cost me 
so much labour^ destroyed in a few montlm. But I am pretty well 
inured to the crosses and vexations of this world, and so long as 
m.y conscience does not reproach mo with any blame, I have for- 
titude enough to bear up against them. . . 

Yours, 

GoiW WALLIS. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Colonel Mosgrave. 

Dear MuSGEAVE, Calcutta, Feb. 17, 1790. 

Captain Maitland ^ was so desirous to go to the coast, tJiat 
if it had been thought necessary at present to have conthiuecl the 
establishment of a llajor of Brigade to tlie King’s troops in Bengal, 
I am sure he would have resigned the office rather than have 
remained here ; but as there is a vacancy of a Major of Brigade at 
Madras, I have an opportunity of indulging his ardour for service 
without its occasioning the loss of his office, and have accordingly 
appointed him. 

With evei-y good disposition towards Sir George Leith,® I could 
not liave brought myself to consent to his having the office, as I 
have great reason to believe that there was a pecuniary agreement 
between liiin and the late Major of Brigade, and being convinced 
that a more rninons practice cannot bo introducc<l into the service 
than that of buying and selling the Staff appointments, I shall ever 
think it my duty to set my face in the most determined manner 
against such a traffic. . . . 

What a precious time have we lost! If every exertion had 
been used to put the army in motion from the moment that you 
Jioarcl of the commencement of liostflities, as our repeated orders in 
the clearest manner directed, it is possible that by this time Tippoo 
might have written in an humbler strain. 

There has been no apathy on our part, for besides the three 
companies of your regiment, we have embarked a battalion of 
artillery, completed with healthy and chosen men, and in addition 
to former supplies and remittances, the two Indiamen carry (fight 
lacs of rixpooB in specie, and your friend OockerelD will bo at Ma- 
sidipatam by the latter end of April, with six fine battalions of 
sepoys completed to ten Companies each. j 

COBKWAIiLIB. 

* Cupbiin, afterwards tbe Eight Uon. Lord High Commisswiior to the lojubui 
Sir Thomas Maitland, a Gexieml, Islands, where by his hm and perhaps some-, 

and Colonel 1 0th Regt. Son of James, 7th what peremptory conduct (although tempered 
Karl of Lauderdale, h- 17G0, d, July 17, with much reid kindness), he acq[uired tbe 
He served in India by land, as well as sobriquet of “ King Tom.^^ He retained that 
by sea in the actions between Sir Edward situation till hi» death. 

Hughes and Sullinin, and was subsequently ^ Sir George Alexander Leith, Bart;, then 
much enqiloyed on various other occasions. , a Lieuteiiaiit, 71st Itegt., afterwaiUs a Major- 
MJb for the lladdington boroughs from Nov. General, and K.C3., b. 1796, d. Jan. 25, 
i774 to Nov. 1779, from Nov. 1790 , to May, 1S42; m. Dec. 10, 1798, Albinia, dau. of 
179f), and from 1800 to Jan. 1805, when he Thomw Wright Taughan, Esq., of Motilsey. 
was nmcle Governor of Ceylon, where he re- * Licut.*Colonel Cockerell, b. Aug. 10, 
mainal till Oct. ISIL He wjw a Commis- 1752, d- July 0, 1798, unmanied. Ho 
sioii«A of Uie Board of Control for a few entcrrM the army at the early age (dM2, 
months, . In 1810 'ho w'out out us 
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Earl Cornwallis to C. W. Malet, Esq. 

SiRj Foi't William, Fel). 28, 1790. 

Some considerable adyantages have no doubt been experi- 
enced by the system of neutrality, which the Legislature required of 
the Governments in this country, but it has at the same time been 
attended with the unavoidable inconvenience of our being constantly 
exposed to the necessity of commencing a war, .without having pre- 
viously secured the assistance of efficient Allies. 

The late outrageous infraction of the treaty of peace by Tippoo, 
furnishes a case in point. 

We could not sufier the dominions of the Eajali of Trawiiieoro, 
who was included by name as our Ally iii that treaty, to be ravaged 
or insulted, without being justly charged with pusillanimity or a 
■flagrant breach of faith, and witlioiit dishonouring ourselves by that 
means, in the view of all the powers in India ; and as we have been 
almost daily obliged for several years past, to declare to the 
Marattas and to the Niziam, that wo were precluded from contrai*!- 
ing any now engagements with tliem for affording them aid aga,iiisi- 
the injustice or ambition of Tippoo, I must acknowledge that 'wc 
(?aimot claim as a right, the performance of those promises which 
the Marattas have repeatedly made to co-operate with us, whenever 
we should bo forced into a war with that Prince. 

My dependence upon tlie support of hoih those powers upon 
the present occasion, is founded solely upon the expectation of their 
being guided by the common mflu<‘nce of passions, and by con- 
siderations of evident interest, which ought to disjiose them to some 
a favourable opportunity with eagornesH, to reduce the power of a 
Prince whose ambition knows no bomuls, and from whom both of 
them have suffered numberless iiiBults and injtiries. 

Notwithstanding these induconionts to engage readily with us 
in the war, I conceive it very possilflo that thci Marattas in par- 
ticmlar, will endeavour to extort unreasonable stipulations from us 
for tlioir co-operation. But if 'i’ippoo shall receive no European 
support, it will be the less necessary for us to cnmiply with demands 
of that descu’iption, as I trust that our own forces will be sufficient 
to exact a full reparation from him for the violation of peace. 

But at the same time, as the speedy termination of the war is 
not only a matter of the utmost couBcquence to tlio flnancos of the 
Company, but will almost preclude a |)ossibility of Tippoo being 
or even encouraged, in comoquonco of any orders that this 
Aay produce from Prance, I ^ thought it' right, in order to 
'obtato 'lie' aid of 'the Marattas, to offer them a defensive aHianco 
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• against Tippoo, to wMch. they would in reason and equity have a 
good title, if they were to take an active part with us, without 
having made such a previous engagement. 

I have no reason to believe that Tippoo has on this occasion 
acted in concert with the French Government in this country ; and 
the convulsed state of the affairs of that nation in Europe renders it 
at least highly improbable that they will be inclined to come to an 
open rupture with us, by supporting a Prince who has been noto- 
riously the aggressor. 

To provide however as much as may be possible against that 
contingency, I have requested of the Commodore, who has luckily the 
superiority in naval force, to keep a watchful eye upon all the mo- 
tions ot the French in those seas, and I have also solicited a friendly 
attention to the same object, of the Dutch Governor of Ceylon, who 
resents the behaviour of Tippoo to the settlement of Cochin, and 
has shown a disposition to take some concern about the Eajah of 
Travancore. But shotdd the French, contrary to all present ox- 
poctation, determine to assist Tippoo, the co-oporation of the 
Marattas would then become of so much more value to us, that it 
would be necessary on oiu’ 2)art to be less dilScult in assenting to con- 
ditions which might bo required for our obtaining it, and with the 
instructions already in possession, I shall rely with great confidence 
on your ability and discretion, for conducting the negotiation with 
the Poonah Ministers, upon either of the above suppositions. 

I cannot bring myself to imagine that either the Marattas or 
the Mzam could be persuaded to take an active part against us in 
conjunction with Tippoo ; though it does not aj^pear entirely impro- 
bable that they may at first receive our pi’opositions for their de- 
claring in our favour with some degree of coldness, either with the 
view to obtain more favourable conditions than we may be disposed 
to offer, or with that of allowing two Powers who must be the 
objects either of their enmity or jealousy, to exhaust their strength 
in a struggle between themselves. And as we have uniformly pro- 
fessed that unless Tippoo should violate the late treaty of peace, 
we wore not at liberty to contract any alliances of an hostile 
tendency to him, I do not think it absolutely impossible that the 
Marattas may have taken some steps, or have made some jrro- 
fessions of friendship, for the purpose of encouraging him to dis- 
engage us from the restraints that we have described, by attacking 
our ally the Rajah of Travancore. 

I shall defer entering into an examination of the most judicious 
mode of co-operating with, or directing the ea^ertions of, the 
voIj. I. 2 k 
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Marattas against tlie common enemy, until I can hear from yon in 
answer to my letter dated the 27tli of Jannary, becanse I should 
think it incumbent upon me to agree to almost any conditions of 
that nature, \Yhich they might appear determined to annex to their 
decision for making an immediate declaration in our favour’. 

T am, &c., 

Cornwallis. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Eekry Clinton. 

Sir, Charlestown, June .10, 1780. 

In my letter from Camden of tlie 2iid instant I liad tlic honour to 
inform yon that I was ein])loyed in re.!j,idating the militia, and cslahlisliiiig 
some kind of govenmicnt in this jirovince ; and I likewise nKiniioued the 
state and the stops that I had taken relative to onr friends in North Carolina, 
f will first ])rocced with the aftairs of Son ill Carolina. As the (litferent dis- 
tricts submitted, I, with all the despatch in my power, formed tlieiu into 
militia, and appointed field>ofiicers, according to the old divisions of the pro- 
vince. I invested these hold-officers with civil as well as military power, as 
the most effectual means, of preserving order and re-establishing tlie King’s 
authority in this country. I divided the militia into two classes ; the first to 
consist of men above forty, and of certain property, family, or service. This 
class to bo depended upon for the preservation of order in their respective 
districts, and to do the patrolo duty, but never to he called out, except in case 
of an insurrection or an actual invasion of the province. I’lie second class 
composed of younger men, not only to assist in the homo duties, hni liable to 
bo called out for six of each twelve months to serve in eitlKa- of the Carolinas 
or Georgia ; promising, however, to call upon this class in such proportions as 
to occasion the least distress possible to the country. This militia, both 
officers and soldiers, is composed of men cither of undoubted attachment to 
the cause of Groat Britain, or whose behaviour has always been moderate; 
and the field-officers of the Bebcl Militia, members of their council, assembly 
men, and acting magistrates, were ordered to go on their paroles to the islands 
on the coast between Charlestown and Beaufort, to remain there until their 
conduct and character could bo inquired into, and that their presence in the 
country might not awe those that wore inclined to return to their duty, and 
our friends from assuming the authority necessary to give vigour to our 
Government. The rest of those that were notoriously disaffected, 3 ordered 
to bo disarmed, and to remain at home on their parole, but subject, in lieu of 
personal services, to furnish moderate contributions of provi.sians, waggons, 
horses, &c,, towards carrying on the war. About this time I readily agrcedjxj 
a proposal made by a Mr. Harrison to raise a provincial corps of 500 men with 
the rank of major, to be composed of the natives of the country between the 
■Pedeo and Waierce, and in which it is at present extremely probable ihat. ho will 
succeed. 


2 K 2 
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I liad advanced thus fa-r when I was met on the 11th of this month by two 
gentlemen, one of whom bad been in an high station, and both principally 
concerned in the rebellion, who said they were come to surrender, upon the 
proclamation of the Commissioners of the 1st of June. However extra- 
ordinary it might appear to them, I was forced to acknowledge that no pro- 
clamation of that date had been communicated to me, and that consequently 
I could not acquiesce in the terms of their proffered submission ; and indeed, 
when I saw that proclamation, as well as your Excellency’s of the 3rd of June, 
which was soon after transmitted to me, I found that those gentlemen had 
overstrained the meaning of the first, for, after considering both, I thought 
myself at liberty to persevere in sending on parole to the islands the field- 
officers of militia, the members of council, assembly men, acting' magistrates, 
&c., the first as falling under the exception of the military line in your 
Excellency’s proclamation, and the remainder as under the description of 
those polluted with the blood of their fellow subjects, excepted hy the pro- 
clamation of the Commissioners. This measure appeared absolutely necessary 
for the security of the province, especially as our hold is much loosened of a 
considerable number of people, who, being notoriously disaffected, cannot 
with prudence be imsted with arms, and admitted into the militia, but are dis- 
engaged from their paroles hy the proclamation of the 3rd instant. The sub- 
mission of General Williamson at Ninety-Six, whose capitulation I inclose with 
Captain Paris’ letter, and the disi)ersion of a party of Rebels, who had assembled 
at an iron work on the north-west border of the province, by a detachment of 
dragoons and militia from Liout.-Colonel Turnbull, put an end to all resistance 
in South Carolina. 

After having made the following disposition of the troops, I arrived in town 
on the 25th. Major McArthur with the 71st Regiment, a troop of dragoons, 
and a six-]Dounder, on the Cheraw Hill, with orders to cover the raising of Major 
Harrison’s corps, and to establish the militia in the districts on the Pedec ; the 
remainder of IJeut.-Coloiiel Webster’s brigade, and the provincials that marched 
with me and Brown’s corps remain at Camden, and Lieut. -Colonel TurnbulFs, 
with some cavalry, at Rocky Mount ; the whole under the con)mand of Lord 
Rawdon. Lieut -Colonel Balfour’s detachment is dispersed from the Forks of 
Bantee by the Congareos to Ninety-Six ; whilst he and Licui.-Colonel Innes, and 
Major Graham, are giving orders for the militia of those districts. I have ordered 
Major Ferguson to visit every district in the ])rovince as fast as they get the 
militia established, to procure lists of each, and to see that my orders are carried 
into execution. ^ I apprehend that his commission of major-commandant of a 
regiment of militia, can only take place in case a part of the 2nd class should be 
called out for service, the home duty being more that of a justice of peace than of 
a soldier. I have given to the militia regiments temporary commissions, which 
perhaps your Excellency will fi.nd more convenient to confirm hy a line in your 
next^ despatch, than to take the trouble of signing, as the number for the whole 
province will amount to some hundreds. I have had some conversations with 
Brigadier-General Patterson and Mr. Simpson, and have made a little progress in 
the arrangement of this place. 

In regard to North Carolina, I have established the most satisfactory corre- 
j|ondehde, and have scon several people of credit and undoubted fidelity from 
tW^rovinde j they all agree in assurances of the good disposition of a consi- 
de»ble;My ;of the inhabitants, and of the impossibility of subsisting a body of 
troop'^in,lltat, country till the harvest is over. This^jeason, the heat of the 
sumnmr, , aigd the ‘Unsettled state of South Carolina, all concurred to conviuoe me' 
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of tlio necessity of x^ostponing offensive operations on that side until the latter 
end of August or beginning of September, and in consequence I sent emissaiies 
to the leading persons amongst our friends, reepmmending in the strongest terms 
that they should attend to their harvest, preimre p)rovisions, and remain quiet 
until the King’s troops were ready to enter the luovince. Notwithstanding these 
precautions, I am sorry to say that a considerable number of loyal inhabitants of 
Tryon county, encouraged and headed by a Colonel Moore, whom I know 
nothing of, and excited by the sanguine emissaries of the very sanguine and 
imprudent Lieut.-Colonel Hamilton, rose on the 18th instant without order or 
caution, and were in a few days defeated by General Rutherford, with some loss. 
I still hope that this unlucky business will not materially affeef the general 
plan, or occasion any commotions on the frontiers of this jjrovince. The force of 
the enemy in North Carolina consists of about 1000 militia at Cross Creek, under 
General Caswell, 400 or 500 militia under General Entlierford, at or near 
Salisbury, and 300 Yirginians in that neighbourhood under GencraRPorterfield. 
Mons. Treville returned with information that he saw 2000 Maryland and Dela- 
ware troops at JliUsborough under Major-General Do Kalbc ; other accounts liave 
corresx)onded with liis, but 1 have since heard that the greatest xiari of tlie last 
have returned to Yirginia. 

After having thus fully stated the xwesent situation of the two Carolinas, 1 
shall now take the liberty of giving my opinion witli respect to the ] ancticability 
and the xauhable cifcct of further ox>crations in this fxuarter, and my own inten- 
tions, if not otherwise directed by your Excellency. 

1 think that with the force at present under my command (except there 
should he a considerable foreign interference) I can leave South Carolina in 
security, and march about the beginning of September with a body of troops 
into the back part of North Carolina, with the greatest x>robability of reducing 
that province to its duty ; and if this bo accomplished, I am of oi>inion that 
(besides the advantage of possessing so valuable a province) it would prove an 
effectual barrier for South Carolina and Georgia, and could be kept, with the 
assistance of our friends there, by as few troops as would be wanted on the 
borders of this province, if North Carolina should remain in the hands of our 
enemies ; consequently, if your Excellency should continue to think it exx>edient 
to employ part of the troops at present in this province in operations in the 
Chesapeake, there will be as many to spare as if we ditl not X) 0 ssess North Caro- 
lina. If I am not honoured with different directions from your Excellency before 
that time, I shall take my measures for beginning the execution of the above 
l*>lan about the latter end of Augxist or beginning of Box)tember, and shall apply 
to the officer commanding his Majesty’s ships for some co-operation by Cax)e Rear, 
which at present would bo burdensome to the navy, and not of much importance 
to the service. 

I have seen a letter from Bt. Augustine, which mentions that two officers had 
arrived there from Pensacola, who rei)orted that Don Galvejz was at Mobile when 
they came away, and short of provisions, and that the ‘Mentor’ had taken three 
Spanish victuallers on their passage from the Havannah to Mobile, and brought 
them into Pensacola. 

I shall immediately, in compliance with the directions contained in your 
letter of the 8th of June, order proper people to examine the receipts granted 
for cattle previous to ^ the taking of Charlestown, and to certify such as they 
think ought to be paid. A great nttmber of claims are likewise made for |)ro- 
visions delivered to the troops through the Commissary of Cai)tures, and for 
which no receix>ts were given. Tliose' claims shall undergo the same examina- 
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fcion as tlie receipts, and shall depend upon similar certificates. Yon will be 
Ipleased to direct from what fund the whole sum, when ascertained, is to be 
paid. 

I opened the inclosed letter from Governor Tryon, but as the point appears to 
me to be out of the common line of Indian business, and the service suffers no 
inconvenience from a little delay, I herewith send Mr. Moore’s letter to General 
Patterson on the subject, and have likewise directed Mr. Moore to transmit his 
other papers to New York for your Excellency’s determination. Mr. Graham, 
Lieut.-Governor of Georg:ia, has presented an account of money advanced to 
refugees, to wliich is added a charge of twenty shillings per diem to the 24th of 
June, as Inspector of Eefugees in Georgia ; but as he informs me that his com- 
mission for that office is not signed, I beg to know your pleasure whether his 
account is to be allowed. I must likewise know whether the pay is to bo conti- 
nued to the Commissary of Captures, and if it is, to what fund it is to he charged ; 
or, if your intention is that it should cease whilst the troops are inactive, whether 
you wish that when the troops take the field the office should he revived in the 
persons of the present Commissioners. 

Judge Pendleton, who, in his judicial character, committed a number of bar- 
barous murders on the persons of his Majesty’s loyal subjects, has escaped from 
his parole, and I find by reinins which I called for that not less than 500 conti- 
nental prisoners have made their escape since the town was taken. I have now 
taken measures which I hope will enable us to keep those that remain until an 
exchange can take place. 

Brigadier-General Patterson showed me a letter wliich he received from Major 
Andrd relative to the general court-martial left with him, in wliich he expressed 
your desire that I should give my opinion of the proper objects of mercy or 
severity, I must lament the fate of those unhappy people who have been and 
must remain so long confined ; but as all those under sentence of death are con- 
victed of desertion and carrying arms against their country, I cannot bring myself 
to say that they are proiicr objects of mercy. 

The morning that 1 left Camden I had the honour to receive your Excel- 
lency’s despatches and instructions that had been loft in charge of Brigadier- 
General Patterson. Your Excellency may depend on my utmost attention to 
them, and on my zeal in fulfilling your wishes in every respect. The detach- 
ment of the 17th Dragoons will sail for New York with the first convoy, which 
Captain Henry informs me will be in a week or ten days ; and now I think, 
having completely tired both your Excellency and myself, 1 shall only add that 

I have the honour to be, &o., 

COENWAmS, 


No. IL 

Eabl OomwAtUB TO Loeb Geoege Gbbmain. 

My LoKB, Camden, Ang. 20, ItSO. 

Your Lordship will have been informed by Sir Henry Clinton of every- 
i&at passed in the province of South Carolina from the reduction of Oharles-t 
towh, p, tha defeat of the corpa under Colonel Burford by the great exertion and 
valonr4,CHiedi-Oolonel Tarletpn. 

^ Sir Henry .span, 'embarked for New York, and appointed me to the 
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command of his Majesty’s forces in the southern provinces. I was then at 
Camden, hut the corps with me being totally destitute of military stores, 
clothing, rum, salt, and other articles necessary for troojjs in the operations of 
the field, and provisions of all kinds being deficient, almost approaching to a 
famine, in IsTorth Carolina, it was impossible for me to penetrate into that 
province before the harvest : I therefore employed myself in fixing posts of troops 
from the Pedee to the Savannah Rivers, to awe the disaffected and encourage the 
loyal inhabitants, and I took every measure in my power to raise some provincial 
corps, and to establish a militia as well for the defence, as for the internal govern- 
ment of South Carolina. One' provincial coips, to consist of 500 men, wus put in 
commission to he raised between the Pedee and the Watcrcc, to be commanded 
by Mr. Harrison with the rank of Major ; and another of the same number was 
ordered to be raised in the district of ISTinety-Six, to he c()mn}andcd by Mr. Cun- 
ningham, to whom, on account of his active loyalty for many years past, 1 gave 
the rank of Liout.-Colonel ; and there appeared to be great reason to exi) 0 ct 
that both these cori)S would be soon completed, as well as the first South C!aro!ina 
regiment, which was composed of refugees who had now returned to their native 
conntry. 

In the district of Ninety-Six, by far the most populous and ]>oworfiil of the 
j)rovince, Lieut.-Colonel Balfour by his gi-oat attention and diligence, and by the 
active assistance ofMajor Ferguson, who was appointed Inspector- Gen oral of the 
militia of this lirovince by Sir Henry Clinton, had formed seven battalions of 
militia consisting of above 4000 men, and entirely composed of ])ersons well 
afiectedto the British Government, which were so regulated that they could with 
case furnish 1500 men at a short notice for the defence of the frontier, or any 
other home service. But I must take this oj)poriunity of observing that this 
militia can bo of little us© for distant military operations, as they will not stir 
without a horse, and on that account your Lordship will see the impossibility of 
keeping a number of them together without destroying the country. Many bat- 
talions were likewise formed by myself and other officers, on the very extensive 
line from Broad River to Cheraws, but they were in general cither weak, or not 
much to be relied on for their fidelity. 

In order to protect the raising of Harrison’s corps, and to awe a large tract of 
disaffected country between the Pedee and Black River, I posted Major McArthur 
with the 71st Regiment and a troop of dragoons at Cheraw Hill on the Pedee, 
where his detachment was plentifully supxfiied by the country with provisions 
of all kinds. Other small posts were likewise established in the front and on 
the left of Camden, where the people were known to he ill disposed ; and the 
main body of the corps was posted at Camden, which, for this country, is reck- 
oned a tolerably healthy place, and where the troops could most conveniently 
subsist, and receive the necessary supplies of various kinds from Charlestown. 
I likewise had settled good channels of connspondence with our friends in North 
Carolina, and had given them positive directions to attend to their harvesls, and 
to remain quiet until I could march to their relief. In this business 1 was greatly 
assisted by Governor Martin, from whose abilities and zeal for the service, I have 
on many occasions derived great advantages, and which I must beg that your 
Lordsliip will ]}leas6 to represent in the strongest terms to his Majesty. 

Having made ' the above arrangements, and everything wearing the face of 
tranquillity and submission, I set out on the 21st of June for Glmrlestown, 
leaving the command of the troops on the frontier to Lord Rawdon, who was, 
after Brigadier-General Patterson, the Commandant of Charlestown, the next 
ofilcer of rank to mo in the province. 
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About this time I beard that 2000 of the Maryland and Delaware Continental 
troops were entering North Carolina under Major-General Baron de Kalbe, and 
that be meant to take bis quarters at Hillsborough. There was then in that 
country a cor|)S of 300 Yirginia Light Infantry under Colonel Porterfield, some 
militia at Salisbury and Charlottetown under Generals Rutherford and Sumpter, 
and a large body of militia at Cross Creek under General Caswell. As all these 
corps were at a great distance from us, and as I knew it to be impossible to 
march any considerable body of men across the province of North Carolina before 
the harvest, I did not expect that our posts on the frontier would be much 
disturbed for two months, and by that time I hoped to be able to undertake 
offensive operations. 

I had much business to do at Charlestown in regulating the civil and com- 
mercial affairs of the town and country, in endeavouring to form a militia in the 
lower districts, and in forwarding the preparations for taking the field at the time 
intended. The business of the country was particularly difficult, for many parts 
of the lower districts are extremely rebellious, and this climate (except in 
Charlestown) is so bad within a hundred miles of the coast, from the end of June 
until the middle of October, that troops could not ho stationed among them 
during that period, without a certainty of their being rendered useless for some 
time for military service, if not entirely lost ; and our principal friends, for the 
same reasons, were extremely unwilling to remain in the country during that 
period, to assist in forming the militia and establishing some kind of government. 
However, under all these difficulties the business was going on when our tran- 
quillity was first disturbed by the accoxmts of a premature rising of our friends 
in Tryon county, North Carolina, in the latter end of June, who having assem- 
bled without concert, plan, or proper leaders, were two days after surprised and 
totally routed by the son of General Rutherford. Many of them fled into this 
province, where their reports tend much to terrify our friends and encourage our 
enemies ; and about the same time, notwithstanding njy injunctions to the con- 
trary, another body of Loyalists rose at the forks of the Yadkin, under Colonel 
Bryan (driven to it, as they said, by the most barbarous persecution), and, after 
a loag and difficult march, joined Major McArthur at the Chcraws to the amount 
of upwards of 700 men. 

Baron de Kalbe moved early in July to Deep River, where he was joined first 
by General Caswell from Cross Creek, and about the 25th by General Gates, 
who took the command of the army. But as ho was still above a Inindred miles 
from Major McArthur, winch was tlio nearest post to him, Lord Rawdon did not 
think it necessary to make any material alteration in the disposition of the 
troops. From this time until the 20th of July many skirmishes happened on 
the frontiers of Ninety-Six, and towards Waxhaw, but none of any material con- 
sequence. The enemy had, however, in the mean time filled this province with 
their emissaries, and in all the eastern part of it were planning a general revolt, 
which our lenity had left but too much in their power. The Cheraw Hill was a 
post of great consequence, and had the appearance of being healthy, but it 
proved so much the contrary, and sickness came on so rapidly, that in nine days 
at least two- thirds of the 71st Regiment were taken ill of fevers and agues, and 
rendered unfit for service. About this time the enemy were known to be in 
rigour of their government (many of our principal friends in 
Noot' C arolina being confined in dungeons, loaded with irons, and several having 
.deafh) had so intimidated those on whose good-will and ability to 
;|ive w r»b»t' accurate intelligence we had the greatest reason to depend, that 

Lord lawdon could, obtein im certaih acoomts of them. 
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The salvation of the 71st Regiment, as well as every other 
determined his Lordship to withdraw the post at Oheraw Hill ; this 
incendiaries of the enemy represented as an act of fear, and so encouraged the 
disaffected, and terrified the wavering, that the whole country between Pcdec and 
Black River openly avowed the principles of rebellion, and collecting in parties 
commenced acts of hostility. 

Our Cheraw militia having seized and bound their field-officers, attacked and 
took some boats on the Pedee, in which Major McArthur was sending near 100 
of his sick to Georgetown, 1 was greatly alarmed for a small detachment which I 
had sent under Major Wemyss to reduce the people of Georgetown to some order, 
and for my water-communication on the Santee, on w’hicli at that time a large 
quantity of rum, salt, arms, and military stores w^ere moving in boats up to 
Camden, 

At this time General Sumpter, whose numhers were much augmented by the 
present prospect of affairs, attacked our post at Rocky Mount, hut was repulsed 
by the steady and gallant defence of Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull, and the small corps 
under his command. It now appeared that General Gates was advancing wdth 
his whole force from North Carolina, and Lord Rawdon (whose capacity and zeal 
for the service J cannot too much commend) saw the necessity of contracting his 
posts, and securing Camden, where wc had all our stores, and above 700 sick ; 
hut he could not immediately withdraw his wliole force to that place, without a 
certainty of losing his cuuimunicatiou with Charlestown, and t‘xposing the posts 
dependent on the Ninety-Six command to be surrounded and cut off. He there- 
fore continued Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull at Rocky Mount, reinforced his post at 
Hanging Hock, and placed himself with the princijial force at Robertson’s on the 
west branch of Linches Creek. Tlie post at Hanging Rock was attacked by 
General Sumpter a few days after his repulse from Rocky Mount, and very nearly 
carried, dlic bravery of Captain M‘Cul lough (since dead of his wounds) and of 
the infantry of the Legion preserved it. Lord Rawdon waited for Gates at 
Robertson’s with the 23rd, 33rd, 71st, and Volunteers of Ireland, who came up, 
but did not tbink proper to attack him ; in the mean time his Lordship porfornacd 
the arduous task of removing the sick of the 71st Regiment to Camden. General 
Gates showing no disposition to attack the corps at Robertson’s, Lord Rawdon 
wisely apprehending that his intention might be cither to reinforce Humpter and 
make a more vigorous attack on the posts at Rooky Mount or Hanging Rock; or, 
by getting round Ins light, destroy his stores and take his sick at Camden, retired 
from Robertson’s to that place, where he was joined by the corps which had been 
before moved from Hanging Rock to Rugeley’s Mill, and directed Lieut.-Oolonel 
Turnbull to quit Rocky Mount, and cither come down the west side of the 
Wateree to Camden, or fall back on the militia- posts commanded by Major 
Ferguson on Broad River. 

All these incidents and movements on both sides were regularly reported to 
mo while at Charlestown by Lord Rawdon, and I shall have the honour of inform- 
ing your Lordship of the consequences in my next despatch, which will be written 
to-morrow. I honour to bo, Sso., 

OOENWALUS. 
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No. III. 

Eabl Cornwallis to Lord Geoeg-e Germain. 

My Lord, Camden, Aug. 21, 1780. 

It is with great pleasure that I communicale to your Lordship an account 
of a complete victory obtained on the IGth instant by his Majesty's troops under 
my command over the rebel southern army commanded by General Gates. 

In my despatch No. 1, 1 had the honour to inform your Lordship that while 
at Charlestown, I was regularly acquainted by Lord Rawdon with every material 
incident or movement made by the enemy or by the troops under his Lordship’s 
command. On the 9th two exxiresscs arrived with an account that General Gates 
was advancing towards Linches Creek with his whole army, sui)posed to amount 
to 6000 men, exclusive of a detachment of 1000 men under General Sumpter, 
who, after having in vain attempted to force the posts at Rocky Mount and 
Hanging Rock, was believed to be at that time trying to get round the left of 
our position, to cut off our communication with the Congarees and Charlestown ; 
that the disaffected conn try between Pedee and Black River had actually revolted; 
and that Lord Rawdon was contracting his posts, and iireparing to assemble his 
force at Camden. 

In consequence of this information, after finishing some important points 
of business at Charlestown, 1 set out on the evening of the 10th, and arrived 
at Camden on the night between the 13th and 14th, and there found Lord 
Rawdon with our whole force, except Lieut.-Colonel Turnbull’s small detach- 
ment, which fell hack from Rocky Mount to Major Ferguson’s posts of the 
militia of Ninety- Six on Little River. 

I had now my option to make, either to retire or attack the enemy, for the 
position at Camden was a bad one to be attacked in, and by General Sumpter’s 
advancing down the Wateree, my sup^dies must have failed me in a few days. 

I saw no difficulty in making good my retreat to Charlestown, with the trooiis 
tixat were able to march ; hut in taking that resolution I must have not only left 
near 800 sick and a great quantity of stores at this place, hut 1 clearly saw the 
loss of the whole province except Charlestown, and of all Georgia except &vannah, 
as immediate consequences, besides forfeiting all pretensions to future confidence 
from our friends in this i^art of America. 

On the other hand, there was no doubt of the rebel army being well appointed, 
and of its number being uiDwards of 6000 men, exclusive of General Sumpter’s 
detachment, and of a corps of Virginia militia of 1200 or 1500 men, either actually 
joined or expected to join the main body every hour ; and my own corps, which 
never was numerous, was now reduced by sickness and other casualties to about 
1400 fighting men of regulars and provincials, and 400 or 600 militia and North 
Carolina refugees. However, the greatest part of the troops that I had being 
perfectly good, and having left Charlestown sufficiently garrisoned and provided 
for a siegey and seeing little to lose by a defeat, and much to gain by a victory, I 
resolved to take the first good opportunity to attack the rebel army. Accordingly, 
I took great pains to procure good information of their movements and position, 
and I learned that they had enoampedi, after marching from Hanging Rock, at 
Ooldnel Rugeley’s, about 12 miles from hence, on the afternoon of tbe 14tb. 
After Consulting some intelligent people well acquainted with the ground, I 
determined to march at ten o’clock on tbe night of the 16th, and to attack at day- 
break, pointing my principal force against their continentals, who from good 
intelligence I knew to Tbe badly posted close to Colonel Rugeley’s house* Late in 
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the evening I received information that the Virginians had joined that day ; how- 
ever, that having been expected, I did not alter iny plan, but marched at the 
hour appointed, leaving the defence of Camden to some provincials, militia, and 
convalescents, and a detachment of the 63rd regiment, which, by being mounted 
on horses which they had pressed on the road, it was hoped would arrive in the 
course of the night. 

I had proceeded nine miles, when about half an hour past two in the n orn- 
ing, my advanced guard fell in with the enemy. By the weight of the fire I 
was convinced they were in considerable force, and was soon assured by some 
deserters and prisoners that it was the whole rebel army on its march to attack 
us at Camden. I immediately baited and formed, and the enemy doing the 
same, the firing soon ceased. Confiding in the discipline and courage of his 
Majesty’s troojis, and well appikscd by several intelligent inhabitants, that the 
ground on which both armies stood being narrowed by swamps on the right and 
loft, was extremely favourable for my numbers, I did not choose to hazard the 
great stake for which I was going to fight, to the uncertainty and confusion to 
which an action in the dark is so particularly liable. But having taken measures 
that the enemy should not luavo it in their power to avoid an engagement on that 
ground, I resolved to defer the attack till day — the division of the right consisting 
of a small corps of light infimtry, the 23rd and 33rd regiments, under the com- 
mand of Liout.-Coloncd Webster, the division of the left consisting of the volun- 
teers of Ireland, infantry of the Legion, and part of Lieut.-Coloncl llamiltoifs 
North Carolina regiment, under the comniand of Lord Bawdon, with two 6 and 
two 3-pounders, which were commanded by Lieut. M‘Leod. The 71st regiment, 
with two 0-])ounders, was formed as a reserve, one battalion in the rear of the 
division of the right, the other of that of the left, and the cavalry of the Legion 
in the rear, and (the country being woody) close to the 71st regiment, with orders 
to seize any opportunity that might offer to break the enemy’s line, and to be 
ready to protect our own in case any corps should meet with a check. 

This disposition was just made when I perceived that the enemy, having 
persisted in their resolution to fight, were formed in two lines op]iosito and near 
to us, and, observing a movement on their left, which I supposed to be with m 
intention to make some alteration in their order, I directed Lieut.-Coloncl Webster 
to begin the attack, which was done with great vigour, and in a few minutes the 
action was general along the whole front. It was at this time a dead calm, with 
a little haziness in the air, which, preventing the smoko from rising, occasioned 
so thick a darkness, that it was difficult to sec the effect of a 'very heavy and 
well-supported fire on both sides. Our line continued to advance in good order, 
and with the cool inti’epidity of experienced British soldiers, keeping up a con- 
stant fire or making use of bayonets as opportunities offered, and, after an obstinate 
resistance for three quarters of an hour, threw the enemy into total confusion, 
and forced him to give way in all quarter^. 

At this instant I ordered the cavalry to ' complete the rout, which was por- 
fomed with their usual promptitude and gallantry, and after doing groat oxocit- 
iion on the field of battle, they continued the pursuit to Hanging Rock, 22 miles 
from the place where the action happened, during which many of the enemy were? 
slain, a number of prisoners, near 150 waggons (in one of which was a brass 
cannon, the carnage of which had been damaged in the skirmish of tlie night), si. 
considerable quantity of military stores, and all the baggage and camp equipage of 
the rebel army fall into our hands. 

The loss of the enemy was very considerable, a number of colours axnl seven 
pieces of brass cannon (being all their artillery that were in the action), with ail 
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their ammunitioB- waggons, were taken ; between 800 and 900 were killed, among 
that number Brigadier-Oeneral Gregory ; and about 1000 prisoners, many of 
them wounded, of which number were Major-General Baron de Kalbe, since dead, 
and Brigadier- General Rutherford, 

I have the honour to enclose a return of killed and wounded on our side ; the 
loss oT so many brave men is much to be lamented, but the number is moderate 
in proportion to so great an advantage. 

The behaviour of his Majesty’s troops in general was beyond all praise — it 
did honour to themselves and to their country. I was particularly indebted 
to Colonel Lord Rawdon, and to Lieut. -Colonel Webster, for the distinguished 
courage and ability with which they conducted their respective divisions ; and the 
capacity and vigour of Licut.-Colonel Tarleton at the head of the cavalry, deserve 
my highest commendations. Lieutenant M‘Leod exerted himself greatly in the 
conduct of our artillery. My aide-de-camp, Captain Ross, and Lieutenant 
Haldane, of the engineers, who acted in that capacity, rendered me most essential 
service, and the public officers. Major of Brigade England, who acted as Deputy 
A djutantr General, and the Majors of Brigade Manby and Doyle, showed the most 
active and zealous attention to their duty ; Governor Martin hecamc again a 
military man, and behaved with the sifirits of a young volunteer. 

The fatigue of the troops rendered them incapable of further exertions on the 
day of the action ; but as I saw the importance of destroying or dispersing, if 
possible, the corps under General Sumpter, as it might prove a foundation for 
assembling the routed army, on the morning of the 17th I detached Lieut.-Coloncl 
Tarleton with the Legion cavalry and infantry, and the corps of light infantry, 
making in all about 350 men, with orders to attack him wherever he could find 
him, and at the same time I sent orders to Lieut.-Colonel Tumhull and Major 
Ferguson, at that time on Little River, to put their corps in motion immediately, 
and on their side to pursue and endeavour to attack General Sumpter. Lieut.- 
Colonel Tarleton executed this service with his usual activity and military 
address. He procured good information of Sumpter’s movements, and by forced 
and concealed marches, came up with, and surprised him in the middle of the 
day on the 18th, near the Catawba Fords. He totally destroyed or dispersed 
Ms detachment, consisting then of 700 men, killing 150 on the spot, and taking 
two pieces of brass cannon and 300 prisoners, and 44 waggons. lie likewise 
re-took 100 of our men, who had fallen into their hands, partly at the action at 
Hanging Rock, and partly in escorting some waggons from Congareos to Camden, 
and he released 150 of our militia-men or friendly country people, who had 
been seized by the rijbcls. Captain Campbell, who commanded the light infantry, 
a very promising officer, was unfortui^ately killed in this afair ; our loss other- 
wise was trifling. This action is too brilliant to need any comment of mine, and 
will, I have no doubt, highly recommend Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton to his Majesty’s 
favour. 

The rebel forces being at present dispersed, the internal commotions and 
insuiTeotions in the province will now subside. But 1 shall give directions to 
inflict exemplary punishment on some of the most guilty, in hopes to deter others 
in future from tampering vith allegiance, with oaths, and with the lenity and 
genorosity of the British Government. 

Ottthe morning of the 17th I despatched proper people into North Carolina, 
wfil directions to our friends there, to take arms and assemble immediately, and 
td' 'lid^e/'tt^'raost violent people, and all the military stores and magazines, belong- 
ing; to-. rehelsj and to intercept all stragglers froffi the routed amtyj apd I 
haveprdhode^,lo’'-March without loss of time to their Support# Somd necessary 
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supplies for the army are now on Iheir way from Charlestown, and I hope that 
their arrival will enable me to move in a few days. 

My aide-de-camp, Captain Ross, will have the honour of delivering this 
desi)atch to your Lordship, and will be able to give you the fullest account of the 
state of the army and country. He is a very deserving officer, and I take the 
liberty of recommending him to your Lordship’s favour and 2 )atronage. 

I have the honour to he, &c., 

Cornwallis. 


No. IV. 

Lord Rawdon to the Hon. Major-General Leslie. 

Q Camp near tlic Indian Lands, West of the Catawba River, 

South Carolina, Oct. 24, 1780. 

Lord Cornwallis not being sufficiently recovered from a severe fever which 
lately attacked him, to he able to wi-ite to you, his Lordshi]> has desired that T 
should have the honour of communicating with you, u]!on the subject of the 
present service. The Commander-in-chief has transmil ted to Lord Cornwallis a 
copy of the instructions under which you are to act. At the time when PetevKS- 
hurgh was suggested as an advisable ]’)oint for a diversion, which might co-operate 
with our intended efforts for the reduction of Horth Carolina, it was imagined 
that the tranquillity of South Carolina was assured ; and the repeated assurances 
which were sent to us hy the Loyalists in North Carolina, gave us reason to hope 
that tlieir number and their zeal would not only facilitate the restoration of Ills 
Majesty’s government in that province, but might also supply a force for more 
extensive operations. Events, unfortunately, have not answered to those flat- 
tering promises. The ayjpearance of General Gates’ army unveiled to us a fund 
of disaffisetion in this province of which we could have formed no idea ; and oven 
the dispersion of that force did not extinguish the ferment which the hope of its 
support had raised. To this hour the majority of the inhabitants of that tract 
between the Pedee and the Santee are in arms against ns, and when we last hoard 
from Charlestown they were in possession of Georgetown, from which tliey had 
dislodged our militia. 

It was hoped that the rising wliich was expected of our friends in North 
Carolina might awe that district into quiet ; therefore, after giving them a little 
chastisement by making the 7th Regt. take that route in its way to the army. 
Lord Cornwallis advanced to Charlotteburg. Major Ferguson, with about 800 
militia collected from the neighbourhood of Ninety-Six, had previously marched 
into Tryon County to protect our friends, who were supposed to be numerous 
there, and it was intended that he should pass the Catawba River, and endeavour 
to preserve tranquillity in the rear of the army. A numerous army now appeared 
on the frontiers, drawn from Notachuckie and other settlements beyond the 
mountains whose very names had been unknown to us* A body of these, joined 
by the inhabitants of the ceded lands in Georgia, made a sudden and violent 
attack upon Augusta, The post was gallantly defended by Lieut.-Colonol Brown 
till ho was relieved by the activity of Lieut,-Oolonel Oruger. But Major Fer- 
guson, by endeavouring to intercept the enemy in their retreat, unfortunately 
gave time for fresh bodies of men to pass the mountains and to unite into a 
corps far superior to that which he commanded. They camo up with him, and 
after a sharp action entirely defeated him* Ferguson was killed, and all his 
party either slain or taken. 
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By the enemy having secured all the passes on the Catawba, Lord Cornwallis 
(who was waiting at Gharlottebnrg for a convoy of stores) received hut confused 
accounts of the affair for some time ; hut at length the truth reached him, and the 
delay, equally with the precautions the enemy had taken to keep their victory 
from his knowledge, gave Lord Cornwallis great reason to fear for the safety of 
Ninety-Six. To secure that district was indispensable for the security of the rest 
of the province, and Lord Cornwallis saw no means of effecting it hut by passing 
the Catawba Eiver with his army, for it was so weakened by sickness that it 
would not bear detachments. After much fatigxxe on the march, occasioned hy 
violent rains, we passed the river three days ago. We then received the first 
intelligence respecting oxxr different posts in this province, which had reached us 
for near three weeks, every express from Camden having been waylaid, and some 
of them murdered by the inhabitants. Ninety-Six is safe ; the corps which 
defeated Ferguson having, in consequence of oixr movement, crossed the Catawba 
and joined Smallwood on the Yadkin. In our present position we have received 
the first intimation of the expedition under your command. From the circum- 
stances which 1 have detailed we fear that we are too far asunder to render yoxxr 
co-operation very effectual. No force has presented itself to us whose opposition 
could have been thought serious against this army. But then wc have little 
hopes of ever bringing the affair to the issue of an action. Tlie enemy are mostly 
mounted militia, not to be overtaken by our infantry, nor to be safely pursued in 
this strong country by oxxr cavalry. Our fear is that, instead of meeting us, they 
would slip hy ixs into this province, wore we to proceed far from it, and might 
again stimulate the disaffected to serioxxs insurrection. This apprehension you 
will jxxdge, sir, must greatly ciicumscribe our efforts. Indeed, Lord Cornwallis 
cannot hope that he shall be able to undertake anything upon such a scale as 
either to aid you, or to benefit from you, in yoxxr present situation. The Com- 
mander-in-chief has signified to Lord Cornwallis tliat his Lordship is at liberty to 
give you any directions for further co-operation, which may appear to him expe- 
dient, But his Excellency has complied so very fully and completely with Lord 
Cornwallis’s request, by sending so powerful a force to make a diversion in tlio 
Chesapeake, that his Lordship fears he should require too much, were he to draw 
yon into the more immediate service of this district. His Lordship is likewise 
delicate on this point because he does not know how far, by drawing you from 
the Chesapeake, he might interfere with any other purposes to which the Com- 
mandor-in-ohief may have destined your troops. Under those circumstances 
Lord Cornwallis thinks himself obliged to leave you at liberty, to pursue what- 
soever measures may appear to your judgment best for His Majesty’s service, 
and most consonant with the wishes of the Commander-in-chief. No time is 
specified to Lord Cornwallis as the limitation of your stay to the southward. 
Blaould your knowledge of Sir Henry Clinton’s desires prompt you to mal^e a 
trial upon North Carolina, Cape Fear Eiv^r appears to us the only part where 
your efforts are at present likely to be effectual. A descent there would he the 
surest means of joining and arming the friends of government, as well as of co- 
operating with this army. This, therefore, would naturally be the point to 
which Lord Cornwallis would bring yon, did he conceive hinaself at liberty so 
absolutely to dispose of you. It must be remarked, however, that there are two 
difficulties in this plan : the first is, that the country from Capo Fear to Cross 
Creek— "the Highland settlement^ — ^prodnoes so little, it would be requisite, in 
^ penetrattog through it, to carry your provisions with you 5 the second is, that no 
vessel larger than a frigate can pass the Bar of Cape Fear Harbour. Whatsoever 
you decide, Lord Cornwallis desires earnestly to hear from you as soon as pos- 
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sible. It is uncertain yet wbat steps this array, if left to itself, must pursue, but 
it will be ready at least to act vigorously in aid to any plan which you may 
undertake. Lord Cornwallis begs that you will inform the Commander-in-chief 
of our circumstances, and that you will have the goodness to mention how highly 
sensible his Lordship is, to the very eflectual manner in which his Excellency has 
endeavoured to ease the operations of this army. The measure must have been 
attended with the most favourable consequences, had not accidents, which no 
foresight could expect, so greatly altered the complexion of our affairs in this 
province. Lord Cornwallis desires me to add how much satisfaction he should 
feel ill having your assistance upon this service, did it promise more favourably 
for you ; but should the intentions of the Commander-in-chief have left you at 
liberty to make an attempt at Cape Fear, the success which would jnohably 
attend that essential service, would be doubly pleasing to Lord Cornwallis from 
the opportunity which it would most likely give him of congratulating you in 
person. Allow me to add my hopes that the course of the service would put it 
in my power to assure you personally how much 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Rawpok. 


No. V. 

Earl Cornwallis to Sir Hbkry CLraTOK. 

F>IR, Camp at Wyrme$l>oroiigh, Dec. 3, 1780. 

I am just honoured with your letters of the 5th and Gth of last month. 
Lord Rawdon, during my illness, informed your Excellency in his letters of the 
28th and 31st of October, of the various causes which prevented my penetrating 
into North Carolina. I shall not trouble you with a recapitulation, except a few 
words, about poor Major Ferguson. I had the honour to inform your Excellency 
that Major Ferguson had taken infinite pains with some of the militia of Ninety- 
Six ; he obtained my permission to make an incursion in|o Tryon County whilst 
the sickness of my army prevented my moving. As he had only militia and the 
small remains of his own corps, without baggage or artillery, and as he promised 
to come back if lie heard of any superior force, I thought he could do no harm, 
and might help to keep alive the spirits of our friends in North Carolina, which 
might be damped by the slowness of our motions. The event proved unfortunate, 
without any fault of Major Ferguson’s. A numerous and unexpected enemy 
came from the mountains ; as they had good horses their movements were rapid. 
Major Fei'guson was tempted to stay near the mountains longer than he intended, 
in hopes of cutting off Colonel Clarke on his return from Georgia. He was not 
aware that the enemy was so near him, and in endeavouring to execute my orders 
of passing the Catawba, and joining me at Charlottetown, he was attacked by a 
very superior force and totally defeated on King’s Mountain. 

Wynnesborough, my present position, is a healthy spot, well situated to 
protect the greatest part of the northern frontier, and to assist Camden and 
Ninety-Six. The militia of the latter, on which alone we could place the 
smallest dependence, was so totally disheartened by the defeat of Ferguson, that 
of that whole district we could with difficulty assemble 100 ; and even those, 1 
am convinced, would not have made the smallest resistance if they had beeii 
attacked. I determined to remain at this place until an answer arrived from 
General Leslie, on wluVh my plan for the winter was to depend, and to use every 
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possible means of putting the province into a state of defence, which I found to be 
absolutely noeeasary, whether my campaign was offensive or defensive. Bad as the 
state of our affairs was on the northern frontier, the eastern part was much worse. 
Colonel Inncs, who commanded the militia of the high hills of Santee, and who 
was posted on Black River, was surprised and taken, and his men lost all their 
arms. Colonel Marion had so wrought on the minds of the people, partly hy the 
terror of his threats and cruelty of his punishments, and partly hy the promise of 
plunder, that there was scarce an inhabitant between the Santee and Pedee that 
was not in arms against us. Some parties had even crossed the Santee and 
carried terror to the gates of Charlestown. My first object was to reinstate 
matters in that quarter, without which Camden could receive no su])plies. I 
therefore sent Tarleton, who pursued Marion for several days, obliged his corps to 
take to the swamps, and, by convincing the iuhahitants that there was a power 
superior to Marion, who could likewise reward and punish, so far checked the 
insurrection, that the greatest part of them have not dared openly to appear in 
arms against us since his expedition. The 63rd Regiment, under Major W'emyss, 
had been mounted on inditlerent horses of the country for the purpose of reducing 
and disarming the Cheraws. It had afterwards been sent by Lord Rawdon for 
the security of Ninety-Six. 

When I sent Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton to the low country I ordered Major 
Wemyss to come down to Broad River, to keep constantly moving on either side 
of the river he might think proper, for the protection of the mills from which the 
army subsisted, and for the preservation of the country. Sumpter then lay, with 
about 300 men, partly of the militia and partly of the banditti who have followed 
him ever since the reduction of this lunvince, near Hill’s Iron Works, between 
the Catawba and Broad rd\ er, about forty miles in our front. Branan, Clarke, 
and others, had difforGiit corps plundering the houses and putting to death the 
welb affected inhabitants between Jygor River and Paculct. Major Wemyss, who 
had Just passed Broad River at Brieriey’s Ferry, came to me on the 7th of last 
month and told me that he had information that Sumpter had moved to Moore’s 
Mill, within five miles of Fishdam Ford, and about twenty-fivo miles from the 
place where the 63rd then lay — that he had accurate accounts of his position and 
good guid,es — and that he made no doubt of being able to surprise and rout him* 
As the defeating so daring and troublesome a man as Bumpier, and dispersing 
such a banditti, was a great object, I consented to bis making the trial on the 
9th at daybreak, and gave him forty of the dragoons which Tarleton had loft with 
me, desiring him, however, to put them neither in the front, nor to make any use 
of them during the night. Major Wemyss marched so early and so fast on the 
night of the 8 th that he arrived at Moore’s Mill soon after midnight. He then 
had information that Sumpter had marched that evening to Fishdam Ford, where 
he lay with his rear close to Broad River, on a low piece of ground. Ilie Major 
immediately proceeded to attack him in his new position, and succeeded so well 
as to get into his camp, wliilst the men were all sleeping round the fires ; but as 
Major Wemyss rode into the camp at the head of the dragoons, and the 63rd 
followed them on horseback, the enemy’s arms were not scoured, and some of 
them, recovering from the first alarm, got their rifies, and with the first fire 
; :wbunded Major Wemyss in several places, and put the cavalry into disotdei% 
63fd then dismounted and kilM and wonnded about seventy of the rebels, 
-.idfehirh" sevei^al oyer the river, and dispersed the- rest. The command, however, 
a rexf young ofificer, who'' neither knew the ground, nor 'Major 
; .strength of the eneimy».'®ome few of which kept' firing 

frdioi'i4|ia’^^M:'ohbwpeo|te'YhO’rem^ camp, and who w« 



AMBIilCA. 513 

I^-obabl^r discovered by their fires, our troops came away before daybreak, leaving 
Major Wernyss and twenty-two serjeants and rank and file at a bouse close to the 
field of action. In the morning those w'ho were left with a flag of truce with the 
wounded, found that the enemy were all gone, but on some of their scouting 
parties discovering that our people had likewise retired, Sumpter returned, and 
took Major Wernyss* parole for himself and the wounded soldiers. Major 
Womyss is gone to Charlestown, and is in a fair way to recovery. 

riie enemy on this even cried victory, and the whole country came in fast to 
join Sumpter, who passed the Broad River and joined Branan, Clarke, &c. I de- 
tached Major McArthur with the 1st battalion of the 71st and the 63rd Regiment, 
after having sent my aide-de-camp, Lieut. Money, to take tlie command of it, to 
riGiley s berry, on Broad River, in order to cover our mills, and to give some 
check to the enemy’s march to Kincty-SLv. At the same, time I recalled Lieiit.- 
Colonel Tarleton from the low country. Tarleton %vas so fortunate as to pass, not 
only the Watcree, hut the Broad River, without General Sumpter’s being apprised 
of it, who, having increased his corps to 1000, had passed the Ennorec, and was 
on tlie ])oiiit oi attacking our 100 militia at Williams’s House, fifteen miles from 
Ninety-bix, and where, I heliovo, he would not have met with much resistance. 
Lieut.-Coloncl Tarleton would have surprised Jiim on the soixtli of ICnnoree hail 
not a deserter ol tljc Gtlrd given notice of his mandi. He, liow'cver, cut to pieces 
bis rear guard in j)assing that river, and pursued bis main-body with such rapidity, 
that he could not safely pass the TygcT, and was obliged to halt on a very stnmg 
posit ion at a place called Black Stocks, close to it. ''rarJeton had with him only 
his cavalry and the 03rd mounted ; his infantry and ‘i-pounders being several 
miles behind. The enemy not being able to retreat with saiety, aiid being !n- 
forxued of Tarle ton’s ajiproach and want *of infantry, by a woman who passed him 
on the march, and contrived by a nearer way to get to them, were encouraged by 
their groat superiority of numbers, and began to fire on the Card, who were dis- 
mounted. Lieut.-Oolonel Tarleton, to save thom from considerable loss, was 
obliged to attack, although at some haisard, and drove the enemy with loss over 
the river. Bumptor was dangerously wounded ; tlireo of their colonels killed ; 
and about 120 men killed, wounded, or taken. On our side about 60 men wore 
killed and wounded. Lieutenants Gibson and Cope of the 63rd were amongst the 
foimor, and my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Money, w'ho was a most promising 
officer, died of his wounds a few days after. Lieut.-Oolonel Tarleton, as soon m 
he had taken care of his wounded, pursued and dispersed the remaining part of 
Sumpter’s corps, and then, having assembled some militia under Hr. Cunningham, 
whom I appointed Brigadier-General of the militia of that district, and who has 
by far the greatest influence in that country, he returned to the Broad River, 
where he at present remains, as well as Major McArthur, in the neighbourhood of 
Brierloy’s Ferry. 

It is not easy for Lieut.-Oolonel Tarleton to add to the reputation ho has 
ac(|iiired in this province, but the defeating 1000 men posted on very strong 
ground, and occupying log houses, with 190 cavalry and 80 infantry, is a proof 
of that spirit and those talents which must render the most essential services 
I^iOTt.-Oolonal Tarleton commends much the good behaviour of 
the offioors and men under his command, and he particularly mentions Lieut, 
bkiimer, of the ^ 16th regiment of infantry, who does duty with the Legion, as 
having distinguished himself. LieuL-OoIonel Balfour, by putting the prisoners 
on hoard ship, is enabM to S|mre the 64th Regiment from Charlestown, and fiout 
them to secure the navigation of the Watero© from FTclson’s Ferry and to commu- 
uioftie with Camden. This is the present state of our affairs. 

TOL. I. A , 
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Smallwood tad been encamped from the beginning of last month with about 
ISOO militia, a corps of 250 continentals under Morgan, and 70 dragoons com- 
manded by Washington, about twelve miles on this side of Charlottetown, his 
front guarded by Davie and other irregular corps, who have committed the most 
shocking cruelties, and the most horrid murders on those suspected of being our 
friends that I ever heard of. Gates joined him the week before last with about 
1200 continentals and six and eighteen-months men, and 300 cavalry under White 
and Armand. Morgan’s infantry, and Washington with 100 cavalry, came down 
on the Isb, in the evening, to attack a block-house built by Colonel Rugeley, in 
which he had placed himself with 100 militia. Lord Rawdon, who commands at 
Camden, and had notice of their approach, sent toEngeley to order Mm to retire 
to Camden, but he answered that, as the enemy had no cannon, he was deter- 
mined to defend himself to the last extremity, and had no fear of being taken. 
The enemy’s infantry did not advance within six miles of his block-house, but 
the cavalry surrounded it and summoned him, and he instantly surrendered with- 
out firing a shot. I am informed that Green is expected in a few days to relieve 
Gates. 

As it will be necessary to drive hack the enemy’s army, and at the same 
time to maintain a superiority on hoth our flanks, and as I thought the co- 
operation of General Leslie, even at the distance of the Cape Fear River, would 
be attended with inany difficulties, I have sent cruisers off the Fryingpan, to 
bring him into Charlestown, and I hourly expect his arrival. After everything 
that has happened I will not presume to make your Excellency any sanguine 
promises. 

The force you have sent me is gi-eater than I expected, and full as much 
as I thinli you could possibly si)arc, unless tbe enemy detached in force to the 
southward : the utmost exertion of my abilities shall be used to employ them 
to the best advantage. Whenever our operations commence your Excellency 
may depend on hearing from me as frequently as possible, and it is from events 
alone that any future plan can he proposed. p have, &c., 

COEHWALHS. 


No. VI. , 

Lord Rawdois' to Earl Coekwalus. 


Mv Lord, Camaeu, Dec. 6, 1'lrso. 

I have been honoured with your Lordship’s letter, inclosing the copy of 
ono under my signature addressed to Mr. Bugeley. Your Lordship tells mo that 
it has been the subject of complaint from General Washington, and that upon 
that account the Commander-in-ohief requires information of its aulhentieity. I 
must avow the letter fully to your Lordship; but as the loose manner in which it 
is woi^ded may subject it to misconstruction from those who are. ignoramt of the 
circumstances under which it was written, it is neceStoy that I ^lioul,d explain 
itS' purpose.’ ' ' ' ' ' : ' '' ' ' i 'V';; - > "i- : 

Soon after your Lordship had first taken possession of ’Camden, you^ detaiphed . 
^MetOrWaxhaw with my own regiment, thinking that as was ah Inshuorps it 
Wh#4: he reoeired With the better topen ^:the settlers 'of that district, who 
wereiwniverS^ty Irish md tunversaRy’'disiiBfe^ My conduct towards the inha- 
bitants,' wdnihe' extraordinary ’'ro^aritjr of the, troops under my command, I 



1780. 


AMEBICA. 


515 


must assert to have been such aa oiiglit to have conciliated their firmest attach- 
ment ; yet I had the fullest proofs that the people who daily visited my camp, 
not only held constant correspondence with the rebel militia then asscmhling at 
Oliariottehiu'g, and with those who were harassing Lieut. -Colonel Tiirnbiiirs 
detachment, but also used every artifice to debauch the minds of my soldiers, and 
persuade them to desert from their colours. The encouragement which they gave 
to the men, and the certain means of escape with which they furnished them, 
succeeded to a very alarming degree, and the rage of desertion was not stopped by 
oiir njturn to Camden. 

When your Lordship loft me to command in the Back Country, you left me 
in the territory of an enemy, awed solely by apprehension of our force from open 
opposition. I soon found (as your Lordshijfs experience since will readily lead 
you to belic’v^c) that I was betrayed on every side by the inhabitants. Several 
small detachments from me, wore attacked hy persons who had the hour bedore 
been with them as friends in their camp. As the rebels, however, had not 
strength to assail the body of the army, they endeavoured to weaken it by 
treachery. 1 liad the clearest conviction that the militia wlio swarmed daily in 
our cam] >, not only held forth every allurement that could entice the soldiers to 
dtfserli, but actually furnished horses to such as w'ouhl go off, and forwarded them 
from house to lioiise till they wore beyond the reach of juirsuit, Hcveral of the 
country-people were apprclKuidod u])on tliis charge. But from my unwillingness 
to hold too rigid a jurisdiclioti, and from ihe fear that the sohliers to obiain 
nnvard for tlioir fidelity, might wrest tlic discourse of any ignorant inhabitant 
Ixyoud its real sense, no ]>crs{>n bo accused ever Builbrcd any severer punishment 
than confmomont for a few days. 

It was my duty, however, to stop an evil which the circumstancos of the armty 
rendered most serious. Our numlws wore originally small ; wo were miwrably 
reduced by slekness ; wo were surrounded by enemies, and the temper of the 
troops was somewhat tried both by the badness of the climate, and by the restraint 
whicli attention to the protection of the inhabitants imposed, lire particularity 
of my situation re<iuired exertion, though there might not be precedent to justify 
it. 1 represented the maitor to Mr. Bugeley and to other fielcl-ofTiccrB of the 
neighbouring militia. They agi-eed that the threat of Home formidable penalty 
Wiis necessary. In consequence the letter in ([ucBt'um was written to Mr. Bugeley, 
to be read by him to the companies under his command. 

I’he impracticability of carrying into execution tiio menace of sending the 
delimpients to the West Judies, may prove tliat tJio letter was calculated to act 
upon the fears and prejudices of tlie vulgar, who in these parts form a dreadful 
ideir of the West India cU?xiate, I have reason to believe Baat these threats were 
of material acrvico. The Toluntcers of Ireland wore marked more strongly thaj| 
others, partly because it was my own rogimont, and partly because incitement to 
dogertiou had been (as I have related) more particularly applied to them. ^ 

[ am not surprised that an enemy should take occasion to complain of the 
measure. Genoral Washington had many purposes to answer by it. The rebels 
have by tlie rigour of their administration, reaped too many advantages over our 
forbearance to wish that wa should afieot inoi*e energy ; and they have well expe- 
rieiwod that when a man has evorything’to fear if he takes one X)art, and nothing 
if lie deckles for the other, he wiirnatiirally pursue the course in which he can 
proceed without apprelieiision. The timely remonstrance also precludes, in noma 
mcMurc, oitr ropreseiitations of the atrooioui barbarity with which tlio war has 
been waged against us, for our detail of crueltes committed by the rebels In this 
country would now appar to be merely a reorimination for the charges advanced 

2 L 2 
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against us. TLe complaint may lave other views, hut as tliey are illiheral, I will 
not, on suspicion, attribute them to General Washington. , -n 

To finiab a subject upon wHch I perhaps have dwelt too long, I will say to 
your Lordship that the expression of the letter is such as I am sorry should meet 
the eye of those for whom it was not calculated. Its intent I must feel as having 
been the duty of my station. Your Lordship left me in no idle command ; how- 
ever I may otherwise have acquitted myself, I hope at least that my conduct is 
rmstained with any wanton abuse of authority — tinctured though, I trust, with 
something of that firmness which the difficulty of our affairs demanded. 

For my Lord I felt it a dishonest weakness to consult private appearance, 
when I’stood intrusted with the interests of my country; and when an exertion 
appeared to me requisite for the service, I should have betrayed the public confi- 
dence reposed in me, had I omitted it because it might in future be condemned 
by a jury nnaccitiainted with my necessities. I have, &c., 

Rawdon. 


No. VII. 

EaBL OORKWALIilS TO LOED GeOEGE GkBMAIH. 

Guildford, March 17, im. 

My Loed, ^ ’ * 

Having occasion to despatch my aide-de-camp, Captain. Brodrick,^ with the 
particulars of the action of the 15th, in compliance with general directions from 
Sir Henry Clinton, I shall embrace the opportunity to give yonr Lordship an 
accoimt of the operations of the troops under my command previous to that event, 
and of those subsequent, until the departure of Captain Brodrick. 

My plan for the winter’s campaign was to penetrate into North Carolina, 
leaving South Carolina in security against any probable attack in my absence. 
Lord Rawdon, with a considerable body of troops, had charge of the defensive, 
and I proceeded abopt the middle of January upon the .offensive opm*ations. 
I decided to march by the upper, in preference to the lower roads leading into 
North Carolina, because fords , being frequent above the forks of the rivers, my 
passage there could not easily be obstructed and General Greene having taken 
post mi the Pedee, and there being few fords in any of the great rivers of this 
country below their forks, especially in winter, I apprehended being much 
delayed, if not entirely prevented from penetrating by the latter route. 

I was the more induced to prefer this route, as I hoped in my way to bo 
able to destroy or drive out of South Carolina, the corps of the enemy com- 
manded hy General Morgan, which threatened the valuable districts of Ninety- 
Six; and I likewise hoped by rapid marches to get between Gweral Green© 
and Viro-inia, and by that means force him to fight without receiving any rein- 
forcement from that i)rovinoe ; or, failing of that, to oblige Mm to quit North 
Carolina with precipitation, and thereby encourage our 'friends to make good 
their ‘promises of a general rising to assist me in re-establisMng his Majesty’s 

Government. , , _ 

unfortunate affair of the 17th of January was a very unexpected and 
s We blow; for, Insides reputation, our loss did not fall short of 600 men. 
HoWeW thoroughly sensible that defensive measures would be certain 
ruin to rile affairs of Britain in the southern colonies, this event did not deter 
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me from prosecuting the original plan. Tliat General Greene might he 
uncertain of my intended route as long as possible, I had left General Leslie 
at Camden until I was ready to move from Wynneshorough, and ho was now 
within a clay’s march of me. He employed the 18th in forming a junction 
with him, and in collecting the remains of Lieut.-Colonel Tarleton’s corps, 
after which great exertions were made by ])art of the army, without baggage, 
to retake our prisoners, and to intercept General Morgan’s corps on its retreat 
to the Catawba; but the celerity of their movements, and the swelling of 
nnmherless creeks in oiir way, rendered all our eiforts fruitless. 

I therefore assembled the army on the 25th at Ramsoure’s Mill, on the 
south fork of the Catawba, and as the loss of my light troops could only bo 
remedied by the activity of the whole corps, I employed a halt of two clays in 
collecting some ilonr, and in destroying superfluous baggage and all my 
waggons, except those loaded with hosi)ital stores, salt, and ammunition, and 
four reserved empty in readiness for sick or wounded. In this measure, 
though at the expense of a great deal of officers’ baggage, and of all jirospect 
in future of rum, and even a regular su})ply of provisions to the soldiers, I 
must, in justice to this army, say that there was the most general and cheerful 
accpHcsccncc. 

In the mean time the rains had rendered tlie North Catawba impassable, 
and Gciueral 3\rorgan’s corps, the militia of the rebellious counties of Rowan 
and Mecklenburg under General Davidson, or tlie gang of xflunderers usually 
under the command of General Sutnpter, not then recovered from his wounds, 
had occupied all the fords in a s}>ace of more thaii forty nnl(*s up.w-'^tds from 
the fork. During iis height 1 approached the river by short marches, so as 
to give the enemy equal apprehensions for several fords ; and after having 
procured tlio best information in my power, I resolved to attempt the passage at 
a private ford (then slightly guarded) near M'Cowan’s Ford, on the morning of 
the 1st of February. 

Lieut.-Colonol Webster was detached with part of tlio army and all tlio 
baggage to Beattie’s Ford, six miles above McGowan’s, wljerc Geneml Davidson 
was supposed to bo posted with 600 militia, and was clircotod to make every 
|)0ssible demonstration, by cannonading and otherwise, of an intention to fotce a 
passage there, and I marched at one in the morning with the brigade of guaixls, 
regiment of Bose, 23rd, 200 cavalry, and two 3-pounders, to the ford fixed upon 
for the real attempt. 

The morning being very dark and rainy, and part of our way through a 
wood where there was no road, one of the 3-pounders in front of the 28rd 
regiment and the cavalry, overset in a swamp, and occiasioned those corps to 
ItJse the line of march, and some of the artillerymen belonging to the other 
gun (one of whom had the match) having stopj^d to assist, were likewise loft 
behind. The head of tlio column in the mean while arrived at the bank of 
the river, and the day began to break. I could make no use of the gun that 
was up, and it was evident from the number of fires on the other side, that 
the opposition would be greater than 1 had expected, nowever, as I know that 
the rain then falling would soon render the riTcr again impassable, and I had 
readved information the evening before that' General Greene had arrived in 
General Morgan’s camp, and that his army was marching after him with the 
greatest expedition, 1 determined not to desist from the attempt, and, there- 
fore, full of confidenoo in the and gallantry of Brigadier-General O’Hara, 
and of the brigade of guards under his command^ I ordered them to inarch ct*, 
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but, to prevent confusion, not to fire until they gained tlio opposite banlx. 
Tbeir behaviour justified my Mgb opinion of tlicjn ; for a constant lire from 
the enemy, in a ford upwards of 500 yards wide, in many places up to tlieir 
middle, with a rocky bottom and strong current, made no impression on tlieir 
cool and determined valour, nor checked their passage. The light infantry, 
landing first, immediately fonned, and in a few minutes killed or dispersed 
everything that aiipcared before them, the rest of the troops forming and 
advancing in succession. .We now learned that we had been opposed by 
about 300 militia that had taken post there only the evening before, under 
the command of General Davidson. Their general and two or three other 
officers were among the killed ; the number of wounded was uncertain, and a 
few were taken prisoners. On our side Lieub.-Coloncl Plall and three men 
were killed, and 36 men wounded, all of the light infantry and grenadiers oi' 
the Guards. By this time the rear of the column had joined, and the whole 
having passed with the greatest desjiatcb, I detached Lieut. -Colon el Tarlelon 
with the cavalry and 23rd regiment, to pursue the routed militia. A few 
were soon killed or taken, and Lieut.-Colonel Tarlcion, having learned that 
300 or 400 of the neighbouring militia wore to assemble that day at Tarrant’s 
house, about 10 miles from the ford, leaving his infantry, ho went on with 
the cavalry, and, finding the militia as expected, lie, vvitli excellent conduct 
and groat spirit attacked them instantly, and totally routed iiicm with little 
loss on his side, and on theirs between 40 and 50 killed, wounded, or p>risoncrs. 
Tins stroke, with our passage of the ford, so effectually dispirited the militia, 
that we met with no further opposition on our march to the Yadkin, through one 
of the most rebellious tracts in America. 

During this time, the rebels having ^quitted Beattie’s Ford, Lieut.-Colonel 
Webster was passing his detacloment and the baggage of the arniy ; this had 
become tedious and difficult by the continuance of the rain and the swelling of 
the river, but all joined us soon after dark, about six miles from Beattie’s Ford. 
The other fords were likewise abandoned by the enemy ; the greatest part 
of the militia dispersed, and General Morgan with his corps marched all that 
afternoon and the following night towards Salisbury, Wo pursued next 
morning In hopes to intercept Mm between the rivers ; and, after struggling 
with many difficulties arising from swelled creeks and bad roads, the Guards 
came up with his rear in the evening of the. 3rd, routed it, and took a few 
waggons at the trading ford of the Yadkin. He had passed the body of his 
infantry in fiats, and his cavalry and waggons b;^ the ford, during that day 
and the preceding mght, but at the time pf pur arrival the hosts were secured 
on the other side, and the ford had become impassable. The river con- 
tinued, to rise, and the weather appearing upeetiiled, 'I determined ' to march 
to the upper fords, after procuring a small sUi)ply of provMpus at Salisbury.. 
This and ’the height of the oreeks in 'bur way 'detaiued ‘me, two ',iys, and in 
that time Morgan having quitted the banks of the river, I had 'mfbrmurion 
from our friends, who cn*pssed in (^oes, that"Genml Greened' 'ihihy 'Was 
marching with the utmost despatch to form a juncrioh'With Mm at 6MildfeA' 
Not having had time to collect the North Carolina militia, and having rb- 
oeived no reinforcement from Yirginia, I concluded that he would do every- 
thing in Ms power to avoid an action on the south side of the Dan, and, it 
being my interest to force him to fi^t, I made great expedition and goi. 
between him and the upper fords; and, being assured that the lower fords 
arc seldom practicable in winter, and that he could net eellcet many flats at- 
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any of tlie ferries, I was in great hopes that he would not escape me without 
receiving a blow. Nothing could exceed the patience and alacrity of the 
officers and soldiers under every species of hardship and fatigue in endeavour- 
ing to overtake him. But our intelligeiicc upon this occasion was exceedingly 
defective, which, with heavy rains, had roads, and the passage of many deep 
creeks, ‘and bridges destroyed by the enemy’s light troops, rendered all our 
exertions vain, for upon our arrival at Boyd’s Ferry on the loth, we learned 
that his rear-guard had got over the night before, his baggage and main body 
having passed the preceding day at that and a neighbouring ferry, where more 
flats had been collected than had been represented to me as possible. 

My force being ill suited to enter by that (juarter so powerful a province 
as Virginia, and North Carolina being in the utmost confusion, after giving 
the troops a halt of one clay, T proceeded by easy marches to Ilillsborough, 
where I erected the King’s standard, and invited by proclamation all loyal 
subjects to repair to it, and to stand forth and take an active part in assisting 
me to restore order and constitutional government. As a considerable body 
of friends were said to reside between tlic Ilaw and Deep rivers, I detached 
Liout.-Oolonel Tarleton on the 23rd, with the cavalry and a small body of 
infantry, to junvent tlicir being intcrmi)tcd in assembling. Unluckily, a 
detachment of the rebel light troops had crossc.d the »samc day, and by accident 
fell in with about 200 of our friends, xindcr Colonel Byle, on their way to 
Ilills]»orough, wlio, niisialdng the rebels for Licrnt.-Colono] Tarletoii’s corps, 
allowed themselves to bo surrounded, and a number of them were umsi in- 
Inimaiudy butchered, when begging for c|iiarier without making the least 
Tesistaucc. I’he same day I had certain intellig<mco that (General Orceno, 
having been reinforced, had re-orossod the Dan, which rendered it imprudent 
to separate my corps, occasioned the recal of Lieut. -Colonel Tarlcton’s de- 
tachment j and forage and provisions being scarce in the neighbourhood of 
Ilillsborough, as well as the position too distant (upon the approach of the 
rebel army) for the protection of the body of our friends, I judged it expo- 
diont to cross the Haw, and encamped near Allemance Crock, dciaching Tjicut.- 
Oolonel Tarleton with the cavalry, light com])any of the Guards, and 150 men of 
Lieut.-Oolonel Webster’s brigade, a, few miles from mo on the road to Deep 
River, more oirectually to cover the country. 

General Greene’s light troops soon made their appearance; and on the 
2nd, a patrol having reported tliat they had seen both cavalry and infantry 
near his post, 1 directed Liout.-Oolonel Tarleton to move forward with proper 
precautions, and endeavour to discover the designs of the enemy. He had 
not advanced far when ho fell in with a considerable corps, which he imme- 
diately attacked and routed, but being ignorant of their force, and whether 
they were supported, 'with great prudence desisted from pursuit. He soon 
learned from prisoners that those he had beaten wore Lee’s legion, 300 or 
400 Back-Mountain men, under Colonel Freston, with a number of militia, 
and that Genera! Greene, with a part of his army, was not far distant. Our 
situation for the former few days had been amongst timid friends, and 
adjoining inveterate rebels; between them I had been totally destititte of 
information, which lost me a very favounable opportunity of attacking tho 
rebel army. General Greene fell hack to lliompson’s House, near Boyd’s 
Ford, on the Ileody Fork, hut his light troops atul militia still remained near 
iw, and, as I was informed that they wore posted carele.Bsly at separate plan- 
tations for the oonvenienco of stibsisting, 1 marched on the llth to drive them 
in, ami to attack General Greene if an opportunity offered. I succeeded 
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completely in tbe first, and at WeitzelFs Mill, on tlie Beody Fork, •where they 
made a stand, lilie Back-Monntain men and some militia suffered considerably 
with, little loss on onr side; but a timely and precipitate retreat over the 
Haw prevented the latter. 1 knew that the Yirginia reinforcement were niion 
their march, and it was apparent that the enemy would, if possible, avoid 
risking an action before ihoir arrival. 

The neighbourhood of the fords of the Ban in their rear, and the extreme 
difficulty of subsisting my troops in that exhausted country, putting it out of 
my power to force them, my resolution was to give our friends time to join 
us, by covering their country as effectually as possible consistent with the 
subsistence of the troops, still approaching the communication with our 
sMpping in Cape Fear River, which I saw it would soon become indispensably 
necessary to open, on account of the snfferings of the army from the want of 
supplies of every kind ; at the same time I was determined to fight the rebel 
army if it apxnoached me, being convinced that it would he impossible to 
succeed in that great object of our arduous campaign, the calling forth the 
numerous Loyalists of North Carolina, whilst a doubt remained on their 
minds of the superiority of our arms. With these views 1 had moved to the 
Quaker Meeting, in the forks of Beep River, on the 13tli, and on the 14th 
1 received the information which occasioned the movement that brought on 
the action at Guildford, of which I shall give your Lordship an account in a 
separate letter. I have, &c., 

OOENWALLIB. 


No. vni. 

Eael Cornwallis to Loeu Geoeoe Germain. 

My Lord, GvI word, March I'S'jnsi, 

I have the satisfaction to inform your Lordship that his Majesty’s troops 
under my command obtained a signal -victory on the 15th instant over the rebel 
army commanded by General Greene. 

In pursuance of my intended plan, commnnicated to your Lordship 'in my 
despatch (No. 7), I had encamped on the l^th instant at the Quaker Meeting 
between tlie forks of the Beep River. On the 14th I received information that 
General Butler, with a body of North Carolina militia and the expected reinforce- 
ments from Yirginia, said to consist of a Yirginia State regiment, a corps of 
Yirginia eighteen-montbs’ men, 3000 Yirginia militia, and recruits for the 
Maryland lino, had joined General Greene, and that the whole army, which 
was reported to amount to nine or ten thousand men, was matching to attack 
the British troops. Buring the afternoon intelligence was brought, which was 
confirmed in the night, that he had advanced that day to Guildford about Wdm 
miles from our camp. Being now persuaded that he had resolved to hazard an 
engagement, after detaching Lieut.-Colonel Hamilton with our waggons and 
baggage, escorted by Ms own regiment, a detachment of 100 infantry and 
p cavalry, towards Bell’s Mills, on Beep River, I marched with the rest of the 
ooijp$ : at daybreak on the morning of the 15th to meet the enemy, or to attack 
tbetdy iu their encampment. About four miles from Guildford our advanced 
^lafdj^'CdMluanded by Lieut.-Colonel Tarlcton, fell in wiib a corps of tbe enemy, 
conning UfLee^s Legion, some Back-Mountain men and Virginia militia, which 
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he attacked with his usual good condxict and spirit, and defeated ; and, con- 
tinuing our march, we found the rebel army posted on rising ground, about 
a mile and a half from the Court-house. The prisoners taken by Lieut.-Oolonel 
Tarleton having been several days with the advanced corps, could give me no 
account of the enemy’s order or position, and the country-people were extremely 
inaccurate in their description of the ground. Immediately between the head of 
tlie column and the enemy’s line was a considerable plantation, one large field of 
which was on our left of the road, and two others, with a wood of about 200 yards 
broad between them, on our right of it ; beyond these fields the wood continued 
for several miles to our right. The wood beyond the plantation in our front, in 
the skirt of which the enemy’s first line was formed, was about a niilo in 
depth, the road then leading into an extensive space of cleared ground about 
Guildford Court-house. The woods on our right and left were reported to 
be impracticable for cannon ; but, as that on our right ai^pearcd the most open, 
I resolved to attack the left wing of the enemy ; and, whilst my disposition was 
making for that purpose, I ordered Lieutenant Macleod to bring forward tlie 
guns and cannonade their centre. The attack was directed to be made in the 
following order. 

On the right, the regiment of Bose and the 71st Begimcnt, led by Major- 
General Leslie, and supported by the first battalion of Guards; on the left, the 
23rd and SSrd Begimciits, led by Lieut.-Colonel Webster, and supported by the 
Grenadiers and second battalion of Guards commanded by Brigadier-General 
OTJara; tlie Yagers, and light infantry of the Guards, remained in the wood on 
the loft of the guns, and the cavalry in the road, ready to act as circumstances 
might rocpiiro. Our preparations being made, the action began about half-an- 
hour past one in the afternoon. Major-General Leslie after been obliged, by 
the great extent of the enemy’s line, to bring up the first battalion of Guards to 
the right of the regiment of Bose, soon defeated everything before him. Lieut.- 
Colonel Webster, having joined the left of Major-General Leslie’s division, was 
no less successful in his front, when, on finding tlrnt the loft of the 2Srd was 
exposed to a heavy fire from the right wing of the enemy, he changed his front 
to the left, and being supported by the Yagers and light infantry of the Guards, 
attacked and routed it, the grenadiers and second battalion of Guards movixig 
forward to occupy the ground left vacant by the movement of Lieut*- Colonel 
Webster. 

All the infantry being now in the lino, Liout.-Oolonel Tarleton had direc- 
tions to keep his cavalry compact, and not to charge without positive orders, 
except to protect any of the corps from the most evident danger of being 
defeated. The excessive thickness of tho woods rendered our bayonets of little 
use, and enabled the broken enemy to make frequent stands with an irregular 
fire, which occasioned some loss, and to several of the corps groat delay, parti- 
cularly on our right, where the first battalion of tho Guards and regiment of 
Bose were warmly engaged in front, Bank, and rear, with some of the enemy* 
that bad been routed on the first attack, and with part of the extremity of their 
left wing, which by the closenoss of the woods had been passed unbroken. The 
71st Bogfment and Grenadiers, and second battalion of Guards, not knowing 
what was passing on their right, and hearing the fire advance on their left, con- 
tinued to move forward, the artillery keeping pee with them on tho road, 
followed by tho cavalry. The Second battalion of Guards first gained the clear 
ground near Guildford Court-house, and found a corps of Continental infantry, 
much superior in number, formed in tho open field on the left of the road. 

Glowing with impatience to signalise themsolves, they instantly aliackod and 
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defeated them, taking two 6-poixDders, but, j)nrsiiiiig into the wood with too 
much ardour, were thrown into confusion by a heavy fire, and immediately 
charged and driven back into the field by Colonel Washington’s di'agoons, with 
the loss of the 6-poimders they had taken. The enemy’s cavalry was soon 
repulsed by a well-directed fire from two 8-pounders just brought up by Lieu- 
tenant Macleod, and by the appearance of the grenadiers of the Guards, and of 
the 71st Regiment, which, having been impeded by some deep ravine, were now 
coming out of the wood on the right of the Guards, opposite to the Court-house. 
By the spirited exertions of Brigadier-General O’Hara, though wounded, the 
second battalion of Guards was soon rallied, and, supported by the grenadiers, 
returned to the clmxge with the greatest alacrity. The 23rd Regiment arriving 
at that instant from our left, and Liout.-Colonel Tarleion having advanced 
with part of the cavalry, the enemy were soon put to flight, and the two 
6-pounders once more fell into our hands ; two ammunition-waggons and two 
other 6-pouiiders, being all the artillery they had in the field, were likewise 
taken. About this time the 33rd Regiment and light infantry of tlio Guards, 
after overcoming many difliculties, completely routed the corps which was 
opposed to them, and put an end to the action in this quarter. The 23rd ami 
71st Regiments, with part of the cavalry, were ordered to pursue ; the remainder 
of the cavalry was detached, with Lieut.-Coloncl Taiieton, to our right, where 
a heavy fire still continued, and where his appearance and spirited attack contri- 
buted much to a speedy termination of the action. The militia witli which our 
right wing had been engaged, dispersed in the woods ; .the continentals went off 
by the Reedy Fork, beyond which it was not in my power to follow them, as 
their cavalry had suffered but little. Our troops were excessively fatigued by 
an action which lasted an hour and a half, and our wounded, dispersed over an 
extensive space of country, required immediate attention. The care of our 
wounded, and the total want of provisions in an exhausted country, made it 
equally impossible for me to follow the blow the next day. The enemy did not 
stop until they got to the iron-works on Troublesome Creek, eighteen miles from 
the field of battle. 

From our observation, and the best accounts wo could procure, we did not 
doubt but the strength of the enemy exceeded 7000 men ; their militia com- 
posed their line, with parties advanced to the rails of the fields in their front ; 
the continentals were posted obliquely in the rear of thoir right wing. Tlieir 
cannon fired on us whilst we were forming, from the centre of the line of militia, 
but were withdrawn to the continentals before the attack. 

I cannot ascertain the loss of the enemy, but it must have been considerable ; 
between 200 and 300 dead were left upon the field. Many of their wounded 
that were able to move, whilst we were employed in tfie care of our own, escaped, 
and followed the routed enemy ; and our cattle-drivers smd forage parties have 
reported to me that the houses in a circle of six or eight miles round us are 
^full of others. Those that remained we have taken the best cars of in our 
power. We took few prisoners, owing to the excessive thickness of the wood 
facilitating their escape, and every man of our army beiug repeatedly wanted for 
action. 

The conduct and actions of the officers and soldiers that compose this little 
army will do more justice to their merit than I can by words. Their perse- 
vering intrepidity in action, their invincible patience in the hardsMps and fatigues 
of a march of above 600 miles, in which they have forded several large rivers and 
numberless creeks, many of which would bo reckoned large rivers in any other 
country in the world, without touts or covering against the climate, and often 
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•witliout proyisions, will sufficiently manifest their ardent zeal for the lionoiir and 
interests of their Sovereign and their country. 

I have been particularly indebted to Major-General Leslie for Hs gallantry 
and exertion in the action, as well as his assistance in every other part of the 
service. The zeal and spirit of Brigadier-General O’liara merit my highest 
commendations, for, after receiving two dangerous wounds, he continued in the 
field whilst the action lasted ; by his earnest attention on all other occasions, 
seconded by the officers and soldiers of the brigade ; his Majesty’s Guards are no 
less distinguished by their order and discipline than by their spirit and valour : 
the Hessian regiment of Bose deserves my warmest praises for its discipline, 
alacrity, and courage, and does honour to Major Bn Buy, who commands it, and 
who is an officer of superior merit. I am much obliged to Brigadier-Gcncral 
Howard, who served as a volunteer, for his spirited example on all occasions. 
Lieut.-Colonel Webster conducted his brigade like an officer of experience and 
gallantry. Licut.-Coloncl Tarleton’s good conduct and spirit in the management 
of his cavalry w^as cons])icuous during the whole action ; and Lieutenant Macleod, 
who commanded the artillery, })i’Oved himself upon this, as well as all former 
occasions, a most capable and deserving officer. The attention and exertions of 
my aides-de-camp, and of all the other public officers of the army, contributed very 
much to the success of the day. 

I have constantly received the most zealous assistance from Governor Martin, 
during my command in the southern districts. Hotiing that his tireseneo would 
tc-nd to incite tlio loyal subjects of this x)rovincc to take an active part with 
us, he has cheerfully submitted to the fatigues and tlangers of our campaign ; hut 
his delicate constitution has suffered by his public spirit, for, by the advice of tho 
physicians, ho is now obliged to return to England for the recovery of his health. 

This part of the country is so totally destitute of subsistence, tliafc forage is 
not nearer than nine miles, and the soldiers have been two days without bread ; 
I shall therefore leave about seventy of the worst of the wounded oases at tho 
Hew Garden Quaker-Meeting-House, with proper assistance, and move the 
remainder witli the army to morrow morning to Bell’s Mills. I hope our friends 
will heartily take an active part with us, to which I shall continue to encourage 
them, still approaching our shipping by easy marches, that we may procure the 
necessary supplies for further operations, and lodge our sick and woxmdod where 
proper attention can be paid to them. 

This despatch will he delivered to your Lordship by my aide-do-camp, 
Captain Brodrick, who is a very promising officer, and whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your Lordship’s countenance and favour. 

I Iiavo, &c. 

COENWALIilS. 


No. IX. 

IdARii CoRKWAunB TO GiOTBAn Washikotojt. 

8ih, ywk. in Vitgintla, October 1 % irsi. 

1 propose a cessation of hostilities for 'twenty-four hours, and that two 
officers may be appointed by each side, to meet at Mr, Moore’s house, to settle 
torras for tho surrender of the posts of York and Gloucester. 

' I have tlio honour to be, 

• COIWWAUUS. 
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No. X. 

Gteneeal Washington to Eael Cobnwallis. 

My LoRDy Camp before York, Oct. 17, 1781. 

I have had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s letter of this date. 

An ardent desire to spare the further effusion of blood will readily incline me 
to listen to such terms for the surrender of your posts and garrisons at York and 
Grloucester as are admissible, 

I wish, previous to the meeting of commissioners, that your Lordship’s pro- 
posals in writing, may be sent to the American lines, for which purpose a suspen- 
sion of hostilities during two hours from the delivery of this letter will be 
granted. j honour to he, &:c. 

Gr. Washinoton. 


No. XI, 

EaBL COBNWALHIS TO GrENEEAL WASHINGTON. 

Sir, York, in Virginia, Oct. 17. 1781, 41 i\m. 

I have this moment been honoured with your Excellency’s letter, dated 
this day. 

The time limited for sending my answer will not admit of entering into the 
detail of articles ; but the basis of my proposals will ho, that the ganisons of York 
and Gloucester shall be prisoners of war, with the customary honours. And, for 
the conveniency of the individuals which I have the honour to command, that 
tlie British shall be sent to Britain, and the Germans to Germany, under engage- 
ments not to serve against France, America, or their allies, until released or 
regularly exchanged. That all arms and public stores shall he delivered up 
to you ; but that the usual indulgence of side-arms to officers, and of retaiuing 
private property, shall he granted to officers and soldiers ; and that the in- 
terest of several individuals, in civil capacities and connected with us, shall he 
attended to. 

If your Excellency thinks that a continuance of the suspension of hostilities 
will be necessary, to transmit your answer, I shall have no objection to the hour 
that you may propose. I have the honour to be, &c. 

OORNWALHIS. 


No. XIL 

General Washington to Iabl Cornwallis. 

My Lord, Oamp before York, Oct. 18, 1781. 

To avoid unnecessary discussions and delays, I shall at once, in answer to 
your Lordship’s letter of yesterday, declare the general basis upon which a de** 
ffffifeve treaty of capitulation may take place. 

' ■" Ae garrisons of York and Gloucester, including the seamen, as you propose, 
shall received prisoners of war. The condition annexed of sending the British 
and' 'troops to the parts of Europe to which they respectively belong, is 
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inadmissible. Instead of this, they will he marched to such parts of the country 
as can most conveniently provide for their subsistence, and the benevolent treat- 
ment of the imisoners, which is invariably observed, by the Americans, will be 
extended to them. The same honours will bo granted to the surrendering army 
as were granted to the garrison of Charlestown. 

The shipping and boats in the two harbours, with all their guns, stores, tack- 
ling, furniture, and apparel, shall be delivered, in their present state, to an officer 
of the navy appointed to take possession of them. 

The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chest, and public stores of every 
denomination, shall be delivered unimpaired to the heads of the departments to 
which they respectively belong. 

The officers shall be indulged in retaining their side-arms, and the officers and 
soldiers may preserve their baggage and effects, with this reserve, that property 
taken in the country will be reclaimed. 

With regard to the individuals in civil capacities, whose interest your 
Lordship wishes may be attended to, until they are more particularly described, 
nothing definitive can be settled. 

I have to add, that I expect the sick and wounded will be supplied with their 
own hospital stores, and be attended by British surgeons, particularly charged 
with the care of them. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to signify your determination, either to accept 
or rej(5cfc the ])roposals now offered, in the course of two hours from the delivery 
of this letter, tliat Commissioners may be a])pointcd to digest the articles of capi- 
tulation, or a renewal of hostilities may take place. 

I have the honour to bo, &o., 

G-. WASHIKaTOK. 


No. XIIL 

EaBL COBNWAmS TO GmEEAL WASniNOTOlT. 

Sib, York, in Virginia. Oct. 1 8, l?8l. 

I agree to open a treaty of capitulation upon tlio basis of the garrisons of 
York and Gloucester, including seamen, being prisoners of war, without annexing 
the condition of their being sent to Europe ; but I expect to receive a compen- 
sation in the articles of cap)itulation, for the surrender of Gloucester in its present 
state of defence. 

I shall, in piarticular, desire, that the ^ Bonetta ^ sloop-of-war may be left 
eutirely at my disposal from the hour that the capitulation is signed, to receive 
au aide-de-camp to carry my despatches to Bir Henry Clinton. Buch soldiers as 
I may think proper to send as passengers in her, to he manned with 50 men of 
her own. crew, and to ho permitted to sail without examination, when my 
doapatehos are ready : engaging, on my part, that the ship shall ho brought hack 
and delivered to you, if she, escapes the dangore of the sea ; that the crew and 
soldiers shall be accounted for in future exchanges ; that she shall carry off no 
offio without your consent, nor public property of any kind ; and I shall liko- 
wiso desire that the traders and inhabitants may presorve their property, and that 
no person may bo punishod or molested for having Joined the British troops. 

If you choose to proceed to negotiation on these grounds, 1 shall appioint two 
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fioM officers of my army to meet two officers from yon, at any time and place 
that you think proper, to digest the articles of capitulation. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

Cornwallis, 


No. XIV. 


Copy of the Articles op Capitulation. 

Article I. 

The garrisons of York and Grloucester, including the officers and seamen of his 
Britannic Majesty’s ships, as well as other mariners, to surrender themselves 
prisoners of war to the combined forces of America and France. The land-troops 
to remain prisoners to the United States — the navy to the naval army of his 
Most Christian Majesty. 

Cranted. 

Abtiolb II. 

The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chest, and public stores of every 
denomination, shall be delivered unimpaired to the heads of departments appointed 
to receive them. 

Granted. 

Article TII. 

At twelve o’clock this day the two redoubts on the left flank of York to be 
delivered, the one to a detachment of American infantry, the other to a detach- 
ment of French grenadiers. 

Granted. 

The garrison of York will march out to a place to bo appointed in front of 
the posts, at two o’clock precisely, with shouldered arms, colours cased, and 
drums heating a British or German march. They arc then to ground their arms, 
and return to their encampments, where they will remain until they are 
despatched to the places of their destination. Two works on the Gloucester side 
will be delivered at one o’clock to a detachment of French and American troops 
appointed to possess them. The garrison will march out at throe o’clock in the 
afternoon; the cavalry with their swords drawn, trumpets sounding, and the 
infantry in the manner prescribed for the garrison of York. They arc likewise to 
return to their encampments until they can be finally inarched oE 


Article IY. 

Officers arc to retain tlieir side-arms. Both officers and soldiers to keep their 
private property of every kind ; and no part of their baggage or jmpers to be at 
my time subject to search or inspetion. The baggage and papers of officers and 
taken, during the siege, to be likewise preserved for them. 


thesej 



that wy property obyiously belonging to the inhabitants of 
-tie poss^s^on of lh© garrison-,’ shall be subject to be reclaimed. 



1781. 


AMEEICA. 


527 


Abtiole V. 

Tlie soldiers to l)e kept in Virginia, Maryland, or Ponnsylvania, and as much 
hy regiments as possible, and supplied with the same rations of provisions as arc 
allowed to soldiers in the service of America. A field-officer from each nation, to 
wit, British, Anspach, and Hessian, and otlier officers on parole, in the proportion 
of one to fifty men, to he allowed to reside near their respective regiments, to 
visit them frequently, and be witnesses of their treatment, and that their officers 
may receive and deliver clothing and other necessaries for them, for which pass- 
ports are to he granted when applied for. 

Granted. 

Abticlb VI. 

The General, staff, and other officers not employed, as mentioned in the above 
articles, and who choose it, to be jjcrmitted to go on parole to Europe, to Hew 
York, or to any other American maritime posts at present in the possession of 
the British forces, at their own option, and proper vessels to be granted by the 
Count de Grasse to carry them under flags of truce to New Yoik, within ten days 
from this date, if possible, and they to reside in a district, to be agreed upon 
hereafter, until they embark. 

The officers of the civil department of the army and navy to he included in 
this article. Passports to go hy land to be granted to those to whom vessels 
cannot be fornished- 

Granted. 

Abdxoljs VII. 

Officers to be allowed to keep soldiers as servants, according to the common 
practice of the service. Servants not soldiers are not to be considered as prisoners, 
and are to be allowed to attend their masters. 

Granted. 

AbtioiiE VIII. 

The ‘Bonetta’ sloop-of-war to be equipped, and navigated by its present 
Captain and crow, and left entirely at the disposal of Lord Cornwallis from the 
hour that the capitulation is signed, to receive an aide-de-camp to carry despatches 
to Sir Henry Clinton ; and such soldiers as ho may think proper to send to Hew 
York, to bo permitted to sail without examination, when Ms despatches are ready, 
llis l4ordship engages on bis part that the ship shall be delivered to the order of 
the Count de Grasse, if she escapes the dangers of the sea, and that she shall not 
carry off any public stores. Any part of the crew that may be deficient on 
her return, and the soldiers passengers, to be accounted for on her delivery. 

Granted. 

Abtiole IX. 

The traders are to preserve their property, and to he allowed three months to 
dispose of or remove them j and those traders are not to he considered as prisoxicrs 
of war. 

The traders will he allowed to dispose of their effects, the allied army having 
he right to pre-emption. The traders to he considered as prisoners of war upon 
parole. 
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Aetiole X. 

Natives or ialiabitants of different parts of this country at present in York or 
Gloucester are not to he punished on account of haring joined the British army. 

This article cannot he assented to, being altogether of civil resort. 


Aetiole XI. 

Proper hospitals to he furnished for the sick and wounded. They are to he 
attended by their own surgeons on parole ; and they are to he furnished with 
medicines and stores from the American hospitals. 

The hospital-stores now in York and Gloucester shall he delivered for the use 
of the British sick and wounded. Passports will he granted for procuring them 
further supplies from New York, as occasion may require ; and proper hospitals 
will be furnished for the reception of the sick and wounded of the two garrisons. 

Aetiole XII. ^ 

Waggons to he furnished to carry the baggage of the officers attending the 
soldiers, and to surgeons when travelling on account of the sick, attending the 
hospitals at public expense. 

They are to be furnished if possible. 

Aetiole XIII. 

The shipping and boats in the two harbours, with all their stores, guns, 
tackling, and apparel, shall he delivered up in their present state to an officer of 
the navy appointed to take possession of them, previously unloading the private 
property, part of which had been on hoard for security during the siege. 

Granted. 

Aetiole XIY. 

No article of capitulation to ho infringed on pretence of reprisals ; and if there 
he any doubtful expressions in it, they are to he interpreted according to the 
common meaning and acceptation of the words. 

Granted. 

Bone at Yorktown, in Virginia, October 19th, 1781, 

COENW ALLIS. 

Thos. Svmohds. 

Bone in the trenches before Yorktown, in Virginia, October 19, 1781. 

G. Washington. 

Le Comte de Bociiambeau. 

Lb Comte be Babeab, 
en mon nom et celui du 

Comte he Gbabse. 
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No, XV. 

Eabl Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wnikm, March 4, i78T. 

. . . Your instructions concerning tlie Nabob Mobarrick ul Dowlali bare 
in i)art been anticipated. Tlie European officers bare been withdrawn from bis 
body-guard, and it has been earnestly recommended to bim to reduce that estab- 
lishment within the strictest bounds of economy. I concur entirely in ojunion 
with the Honourable Court that a resident at bis durbar upon tbe present allow- 
ances may be dispensed with. Some Company’s servant will be required to pay 
a general attention to the management of the Nizamut, and one of those who arc 
stationed in that ncighbourliood will find sufficient time, and will for a moderato 
salary be satisfied to undertake it. J know that the affairs of that family arc 
greatly deranged, and I am sorry to be obliged to confess that, principally from 
tlie character of the Nabob, I cannot flatter myself with the hopes of being able to 
restore them to good order. No good effects have hitherto arisen, nor could I 
expect any in future, from the intorferonca of the Government in the details of Ms 
domestic economy. Company's servants who have been employed as the instrn** 
inonts have not escaped the suspicion of deriving imjustifiable advantages^ the 
temptations to which could not be removed ; and while this plan of Government 
has been a mortification to the Nabob, it has also shocked the feelings of ^ the 
principal natives of the country- 

The Nabob’s temper and disposition appear to be naturally good, and his 
understanding, if not strong, at least not very deficient ; but his habits of indo- 
lence and inattention to business are, I am afraid, so much confirmed that he will 
ever be the dupe of interested men who can approach Mm, His present necessities 
have arisen from some of the above causes, and I am persuaded that a greater 
income would give no permanent relief to Ms distresses. I cannot therefore 
recommend an augmentation of his salary; it would only be applied to the 
l»yment of debts most improperly contracted or totally fictitious, or would b© 
dissipated or appropriated by undeserving individuals about him* ’ I shall think 
it my duty to ascertain the just claims of Ms relations or dependents for allow- 
ances from the Nizamut, and to secure to them the regular payment of their 
pensions. The remainder must be paid by himself, and left to its fate. His 
whole income, including certain taxes or fees paid to Mm as Nizam, is about 
nineteen lacs, and Ms own share of it, with economical nmnagement, would be 
sufficient for his dignity and for Ms comfort. 

I shall in the course of next summer enter fully into the business of the 
army ; at present I shall only request that you will listen with great caution 
to the applications of the officers for leave to return with their rank to the 
different establishments in this country. Should any of those who have been 
several years at home, and who from having dissipated their fortunes, or from 
being induced by the hopes of advantage by standing Mgb on the list, ask 

VOL* I. 2 M 
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mission to return to India, I am persuaded that in weighing their pretensions, 
you will give due weight to those of the officers who at the risk of their lives and 
constitutions have continued their attendance on the duties of their profession in 
this severe climate, and whose hopes of prefeiment and command may, by the 
return of the others, be disappointed. 

It is unnecessary to say much on the state of the Civil establishment. Many 
Civil servants are at present unemployed, and the operation of the new revenue 
arrangements will soon make a great addition to the number of those already in 
that clisagrecable predicament : I hope that few of those at home will think of 
returning, and I see no prohahility of our having occasion for a sxipply of writers 
in less than two years at the soonest. 

I think I may acquire useful information to myself hy taking as early an 
opportunity as may be convenient to visit some of tbe principal places of these 
Provinces, and it may also he of public utility that I should inspect the whole of 
the army upon this establishment ; it is therefore at present my intention to avail 
myself of the southerly winds that prevail during the rains, and to proceed by 
the river, without making many halts, to the furthest station of the army at 
Putty Ghur, and to employ a few months, if I can spare so much time, in civil 
and military investigations upon my return. j 

CoBNWAnnis. 


No. XVI. 

Eakl Cornwallis to the Court or Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, on the Ganges, Aug. is, ivsn 

The despatch by the ^ Intelligence’ packet dated the 21st of July, 1786, in 
which I was required to give my sentiments, after communicating with Sir 
Archibald Campbell, on the most effectual mode to prevent all future grounds for 
compMut of irregular and unusual promotions between tbe officers of His 
Majesty’s and of the Company’s service, arrived too late to admit of my executing 
your commands by the ships of last season. 

To obtain proper regulations upon so* delicate a point as the right of command 
among military men, is, in all situations^ extremely desirable ; but, at so great a 
distance from tbe Supreme Government, it becomes of particular importance for 
the public interests in India. 

While, in compliance with your orders, I have given this point a very fall 
consideration, I have also thought that upon this occasion it would not he unbe- 
coming in me to suggest some other measures that appear to me of the utmost 
consequence for the safety of your possessions in India, hy tending to improve 
your general Military system. If in this I have gone beyond my instructions, I 
trost that it will be received as an apology that it has solely proceeded from an 
anxiety to promote the public honour and interest. . . . 

The powers vested by law in your Honourable Court, or in tbe Governments 
abroad, appear to me sufficient when properly exerted, for many of the purposes of 
'tnieiaal 'economy and regulation. While I hold my present public station, I sball 
hesitation exercise the powers that have been delegated for correcting 
and-, introducing what may appear to be improvements in the Military 
sy^liW';,<^/'#iia’OotmtTy, and when necessary I shall occasionally apply for the 
sanoMcte' /assistance of your authority. On the present occasion I shall prin^ 
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cipally confine myself to those points, which by improving the general Military 
system, and by preventing jealousies between the officers of the King’s and 
Company’s troops, would, I conceive, tend to promote the general intei'ests of the 
empire, but which cannot be caiTied into effect without the support of His 
Majesty, and the co-operation of the whole legislature. These points are reducible 
in substance to two heads, viz. : — 

1st. That the East India Company should be enabled to obtain a greater 
number and a better quality than they can at present of European recruits ; and 

2ndly. That their officers should he permitted to rank equally according to 
the dates of their commissions with those of His Majesty’s troops, while they are 
upon service together in India, 

Tour Honourable Court are too well acquainted with the state of your affairs 
in this country to render it necessary to employ much reasoning to prove how 
entirely their safety depends upon the good condition of your Euro|)ean force, 

I think it must be universally admitted that witboui* a large and well-regu- 
lated body of Europeans, our hold of these valuable dominions must be very 
insecure. It cannot be expected that even the best of treatment would constantly 
conciliate the willing obedience of so vast a body of people, differing from our- 
selves in almost every circumstance of laws, religion, and customs ; and oppres- 
sions of individuals, errors of Government, and several other unforeseen causes, 
will no doubt arouse an inclination to revolt. On such occasions it would not be 
wise to place great dependence upon their countrymen who compose the native 
regiments to secure their subjection. The extent of your establishments of 
European force xnay not always dojxend uix>e your own ideas of the propriety of 
them ; they must in some degree relate to the state of your own finances, and to 
the ability of the mother-country to furnish supplies of men. But I now think it 
incumbent on me to declare ray opinion that, whatever their numbers may be,, it 
will be of the utmost consequence for the improvement of the Military system of 
this country, that recruits raised for the service of the Honourable Company 
should be sixbject to martial law from the time of their being enlisted, and that it 
should be lawful to levy them publicly in any part of the British dominions, in 
the same manner as those for His Majesty’s regiments. With these advantages 
men of a proper quality might be collected, and instead of their being hurried 
aboard their ships, without a possibility of their being carefully examined, they 
might be placed under proper officers, who, in the intervals between the sailing 
seasons, might give them some military instruction, and subject them to r^n- 
lations that would tend to promote their health, and to render them u^M on 
the voyage. 

It would be painful for me to enlarge much on the present state of fixe 
European troops in the Company’s serviee, but in hopes that upon this particular 
oooasion it may prove of public advantage, I think it right to acknowledge that, 
except the corps of artillery, I have every reason to believe tliat in quality of 
men, as well as in discipline, they are at all the thrtee BresidenOies extremely 
inferior to those in the service of His Maiesty. 

On the second head it will be mBcient to remark that the superiority of 
King’s over Company’s oommissions among officers of the same rank, while it has 
occasioned disgust and mortification to the latter, must no doubt in many 
instanceahave been prejudicial to the public service By obtaining an equality of 
rank according to the date of commissions for the Company’s, you will not only 
do justice to them, but you will remove what appears to me to have been the 
principal cause of the jealousies that have hitherto subsisted between the officers 
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of the two seryices ; and if His Majesty on one side, and the Court of Directors 
and their Crovemments abroad on the other, will agree to abstain from granting 
brevets of rank in India beyond the rules that are usually observed for promotion 
in the respective services, I am clear in opinion that neither the King’s nor Com- 
pany’s ofScers will on that head have any just ^ound for complaint. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that Sir Archibald Campbell has agreed 
in opinion with me, that the principal objects for the improvement of the Military 
system in this country, and for preventing jealousies between the officers of the 
two services, are contained in the two heads above mentioned. He has also added 
to that opinion, that it may he an improvement to form classes of the King’s and 
Company’s officers of different ranks, and that in case of an officer being put over 
his senior in the other, by a promotion in his own service, he shall still do the 
line-duties in his former place. Though I have the greatest respect for Sir 
Archibald’s sentiments, yet, as this principle is not at present applied to the 
general promotion amongst the Company’s different establishments in India, nor 
even to the promotion in the Artillery and Engineer corps of each separate Pre- 
sidency, and is also different from the practice of His Majesty’s service, I cannot 
recommend the adoption of it ; on the contrary, I propose that the officers shall 
continue to enjoy as at present the advantages of the promotion that may fall to 
their lot in their respective services. 

In addition to what I have said, I think it my duty not to omit this oppor- 
tunity to offer to your attention a hardship of a very serious nature, which is 
frequently experienced by the officers of the different Establishments in this 
country : I mean supercessions by officers who obtain permission to return with 
their rank to the service. Nothing can he more reasonable than that your officers 
abroad should, under certain restrictions, be indulged with leave to go to Europe, 
either for the recovery of their health, or on account of their private affairs. 
When only a moderate and necessary space of time is employed for these pur- 
poses, no person has a right to complain of their returning without prejudice to 
their rank. The act of parliament has thrown considerable difficulties in the way 
of the return of officers whose stay at home has exceeded five years. But cases 
wiU frequently occur, witliin that period, of officers who have loitered away their 
time idly in Europe, of others who have dissipated their fortunes by extravagance, 
and of some who are tempted by the near prospect of lucrative situations, and 
who, by being permitted to return without prejudice to their rank, may frequently 
disappoint in an unfair and cruel manner the reasonable expectations of many 
officers of merit, who have, during their absence in a better climate, given a 
zealous attention to their military duties in India. 

I am persuaded that the above considerations will have due weight with your 
Honourable Court when applications are made by officers for leave to return to the 
service without prejudice to their rank, and I shall take the liberty to recommend 
that it be an established rule at all the Presidencies, that all officers upon their 
xetum from Europe shall remain as supernumeraries until by vacancies falling in 
their respective ranks, they can be placed upon the effective establishments. 

I have, 

OOBHWALLIS. 
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No. XVII. 

EaEL OoENWALJjIS to thk Coxjet of Dieectoes. 

HoNOUEABLB SiBS, Dec* 19 . 

I have on a former occasion, hy the desire of the Honourable Court, laid 
my sentiments before yon concerning the mode of preventing in future all jarring 
or jealousies between officers in the Company’s and those in His Majesty’s service 
who may be employed in this country. 

I recommend that they may be put as nearly as possible upon a footing of 
equality in every respect, whenever they may happen to be employed together 
upon the same service ; in this principle pay and allowances are undoubtedly 
included, and 1 am therefore clear in opinion that except in the article of off- 
reckonings, which is a matter of internal economy in both services, it will be 
highly expedient in the Honourable Company to make the income of the difierent 
ranks of His Majesty’s officers who may be employed in India, exactly the same 
with that of the corresponding ranks of their own officers "who may be Gmi‘)loyed 
upon the same service with them. 

I will not take upon me to say how far the complete ado] »tion of this pro- 
position should operate in settling the account between the Com])any and His 
Majesty’s Ministers for the sum ordered by the legislature to be paid for the 
services of the King’s troops in India ; but I arn' certain tliat the measure, by 
removing very material causes for jc^alousies and dissatisfactions when the troops 
of both services act in conjunction together, would tend greatly to promote the 
success of all your military operations. j 

OomwAiUB, 


No. xvni 

Eioht Hok. Hbnby Dukbas to Eael Coenwallis. 

[Secret and Confidential.] Eeceived Feb. 19, IT88. 

Mt OEAB Lobe, , Wimbledon, July 33,1 W. 

A single syllable relative to the subject of this letter has not been com- 
municated to the Directors of the East India Company, nor indeed to anybody 
except Mr. Pitt. Mr. Grenville (Lord Mulgrave being out of town), the Secretary 
of War, and Sir William Fawcett, and of course your Lordship, will perceive how- 
important it is tliat it should be considered by you and Sir Archibald Campbell, 
to whom I have communicated it, as secref and cm^dentiaL Soon after the 
institution of the Board of Control, I wrote a letter to Lord Sydney. From that 
time the subject lay perfectly dormant; but when I received the private letters 
which have been wrote to me from time to time since you arrived in India, and 
in which you state the wretched condition of all the European, troops in India, 
except the King’s troops, I was led very seriously to revolve the subject in my 
mind, having in view, that when any disturbance occurs in which this nation 
may be involved with other European powers, we .must lay our account that India 
is to be the scene of action ; and how soon may be the case, from the present 
stafe of Holland, it is not easy for any man to decide. Besides this I have made 
up my mind to it as a principle of Indiau administratioB, that we ought at all' 
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times to keep a force tkere not only for defence, but active operations. When the 
occasion occurs it vill he too late to be recruiting your European army in India, or 
to be increasing it from a peace to a war establishment. It must, in my opinion, 
be at all times kept on such a scale as that, upon the receipt of a letter from this 
country^ your Lordship, or any other person in the Administration of India, must 
be instantly ready to begin offensive operations against Pondicherry, TrincomaM, 
the Dutch possessions in the Eastern Isles, or, in short, anywhere that appears 
best calculated to add to our own strength or annoy the enemy. It would be 
presumption in me to enlarge upon the subject to your Lordship, with a view of 
proving how conducive it is to the success of a war to strike the first capital blow. 
Another consideration has much weight in my mind. I mean the state of Bombay, 
Its importance to the safety of India, both in respect to its being the only asylum 
to our fleet in time of war, and in respect to its being an important military 
station, at the back both of the Maratta and Mysorean countries, to keep those 
powers in awe, is too familiarly known to you to req^uirc any illustration from me ; 
hut notwithstanding its importance in those very essential articles, its establish- 
ment is totally incomplete ; and has always appeared to me even defective in its 
construction, although it was complete, especially in so far as concerns European 
force, by which I take it for granted it ought in a great degree to he garrisoned. 
You will easily see how little I must be qualified to detail anything with accuracy 
on that subject when I inform you that I am not possessed, from some shameful 
neglect somewhere, of any return of the military force of Bombay since the year 
1786. Dnder a- strong impression of those ideas, I was induced, with the appro- 
bation of Mr. Pitt, to submit my opinion to the King, He sent Sir George Tonge 
and Sir William Fawcett to talk with me on the subject, and seemed much to 
approve of the system, but was very averse to bringing home the two old regi- 
ments, from an apprehension that Mr. Pitt would find it necessary to cut off two 
regiments from the army establishment at home, if they were brought from India, 
I disencumbered my plan very soon from that objection by stating what was true 
that it formed no essential part of it. Inclosed is the Report of Sir George Yonge^ 
in consequence of the conversation with me, and the directions the King gave to 
Sir George Tonge in consequence of that Report. Sir George Tonge has since 
given me a paper as the establishment of an European regiment of King’s troops 
in India; and I am informed by him that he has the King’s commands to transmit 
to you his orders that the regiments shall be all on that establishment in point of 
force. If you 'are of opinion that the native troops should be on the same footing, 
you will of course proceed to do it ; and your official letter to the Court of Directors 
will inform them that you have made that alteration in the establishment ordered 
by the letter of the 21st September, 1785. You may assign any reason for doing' 
so that you please ; either that you think it a better strength for a regiment, or 
that you have done it to make the army uniform, in consequence of the orders 
ffom the King to arrange Ms troops in that way. In short, give any reason you 
please, but do it not in consequence of communication with mo, but as an act of 
your own ; I meail if you approve of doing it, for if yon do not approve of it, you 
•#ill nut do it at all There is one point upon which the King has not yet been 
e^lieit 5 I mean the part of my proposition that the Licut.-Colonels of the new- 
^^ed regiments shoitld be taken from the service of the last India Company ; 
assigns as Ms reason of hesitation, that if these regiments should be given 
CMcers the 'actual command of them would be in the hands of the. 

I dp not tMnk- the objection a good one, believing as I do 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel in the 
the tomandfif of regiments might 
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with great propriety Tbe given. At any rate the objection would be completely 
removed by giving the command of those regiments to officers of his own, not 
Generals, but who are only of the rank of Colonel in his own army ; and, without 
any disparagement to his General Officers, I should not feel it a bit worse for my 
plan, but a great improvement upon it, if he were to make use of it for the 
purpose of placing in actual service in India meritorious officers of no higher 
rank than Colonel, to whom the command of these regiments might he given. 
Nobody knows better than your Lordship that we have several in our service 
of that description. If you will privately transmit to mo the names of those you 
think most meritorious, I shall take care, through Mr. Pitt and myself, to have 
them properly brought under view when the occasions offer, I have not yet 
heard whom His Majesty points at for these commands ; except Mr. Pitt, or 
I believe Sir George, inform me that he had determined to give the jSrst to Sir 
Archibald Oamphell, and the next to Sir Eohert Abercromby, Both these 
appointments will he very agreeable to your Lordship ; I confess they arc so 
to me. 

As the plan is altogether a secret as yet, the intention is to keep it so for some 
months. In the mean time exertion will be made to raise as many recruits as 
possible ; and by the time the ships of the jn’esent season are sailing, there will 
probably he as many then ready as to form three European regiments upon the 
now plan. If they are, they %vin then bo regimented, or I liope these new recruits 
will be put into the regiments remaining at home, and the regiments going to 
India will be formed in a great measure of trained men from the home regiments. 
The King’s officers will be immediately appointed to them ; and 1 tahe it for 
granted those belonging to the service of the East India Company, who are to 
receive King’s cornmissions, will be left to bo filled up by you, and you be thereby 
enabled to give marks of your favour to those officers belonging to the East India 
Company’s servicse whom you would wish to mark with your favour. You will 
of course tahe under view, in doing so, the meritorious servants at all the Pre- 
sidencies ; and as to the regiment to be commanded by Sir Archibald Campbell, I 
shall suggest to Mr, Pitt the propriety of his being warranted, out of tfjie Indian 
officers of his own establishment, to fill up those commissions which will be given 
to officers belonging to the East India Company, I make no doubt, on further 
discussion of the subject, His Majesty will be satisfied of the propriety of giving 
at least some Lieut,"Colonel’s commissions to the India Company’s officers. I 
feel particularly interested in the adoption of that part of the plan, because without 
it the plan does not do complete justice to the Indian army* 

I have already alluded to the imxwtance of Bombay, and to tifie feeling I have 
of its present weakness in point of European force. With the view of remedying 
this, 1 have suggested to Mr. Pitt, and the King approves of it, that a King’s 
regiment should be immediately sent from Madras to Bombay. Sir George Tonga 
writes to you on this subject. The regiment so taken away will be replaced 
by one of those to he sent out, probably Sir Archibald Oampbeirs ; the one given 
to Colonel Abercromby will likewise be sent to Bombay; and the third, 1 
suppose you will choose to have at Bengal. % only, mention those as the ideas 
that occur to us at home ; but your Lordship wjlLof course act 'on your own 
judgment as to the distributipn of any force now is or a,t any time may be 
sent to India. , > , 

Upon the subject of Bombay another pmterjal; point remains to be stated. Sin 
Archibald Campbell, both from his letters* to me and other communications, is 
quits determined to leave India ip April, 1*789- It is therefore of moment tbet, 
without dolay another pemon should be tfeou|ht of to go to India. We are 
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agreed that military men are the best of all Governors for India, and onr wish is 
to i^ersnade General Medows to accept the Government of Bombay, with a com- 
mission of Conimander-in-Chief of that settlement. He will remain till Campbell 
leaves Madras, and can be appointed to that settlement when Campbell leaves 
it ; and there he can remain till you leave India, and be ready to succeed yon 
when you choose (which I hope will be as late as you can) to leave it. I never 
mean to say a word to press you to stay beyond your stipulated time, for I 
should not think to urge that, after having got you upon the spot, and after 
having so explicitly engaged not to do it before you went. This scheme of 
Medows has not yet been mentioned to tbe Court of Directors, but if he accepts, 
it will soon ; and if the Directors are refractory, they must in some shape or 
other he induced to compliance, for it is an object in which we cannot admit of 
false delicacy. » 

I do not recollect any more I have to say on these subjects of military 
arrangement. I flatter myself what I have wrote will he sufficient to convey 
to you with sufficient clearness what has been necessary for me to lay before 
you. I need not explain to you that when I write on this or any other subjects 
of importance, Mr, Pitt is privy to everything I write. 

Yours, &c., 

Henby Dundas. 


No. XIX. 

Eael Cornwallis to the Court of Dikectoes. 

Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, March 3, i788. 

, . . Being particularly gratified by your liberal attention to my re- 
commendation to increase the allowances of some of the public officers at this Pre- 
sidency, I thought it my duty to be scrupulously careful not to exceed your 
intention with respect to the period of their commencement. On that account I 
moved that those gentlemen should only receive the increased allowances from 
the date of the arrival of the packet, leaving it to you to declare whether it is 
your pleasure to extend the indulgence beyond that tcim, 

I consider it at the same time incumbent upon me to remark that when the 
subject shall come under your consideration, the case of the Accountant-General 
will be particularly entitled to your favourable notice ; for exclusive of the per- 
sonal claims of Mr. Larkins, founded upon long and faithful services, it is proper 
to add, in favour of his pretensions to an extension of the term of commencement, 
that he has neither, in the form of batta, establishment of office, or in any other 
maamer whatever, town the smallest advantage beyond his fixed salary since tho 
reduction of his former allowances. ♦ , . 

The only point upon which it appears to me to bo necessary to give an imme- 
diate opinion, is the reference respecting the utility of the office of Quartermaster- 
General, and I can assure you with the utmost certainty that even in time of 
peace it is one of the most necessary military offices upon this establishment. 

The duties that have been usually allotted to that office, though various and 
important, have hitherto been principally of a dvil nature, such as the provision 
of hoto' when necessary for the conveyauc® of troops or of camp equipage, 
the\ repairs of some branches of roads, and the construction of all temporary 
buildings that*are requisite for the accommodation of the troops wlwrc there are 
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no regular l)arracks, and part of tlie income of that officer has been derived from 
a commission of 10 per cent, upon all stuns expended for any purpose whatever 
under his control or direction. A variety of other occupations prevented me for 
some time from acquiring a satisfactory knowledge of the manner in which the 
duties of that office had been performed, or from considering how the plan for 
conducting that department could he improved. But having for upwards of a 
year past had the advantage of the assistance of Lieut.-Colonel Cockerell, the 
present Quartermaster-General, who is an officer of great ability and experience, 
and upon whose integrity I have the utmost reliance, 1 have been able to make 
considerable progi’ess in putting that office upon a proper military footing. With 
that view I have, amongst other arrangements, added two very important military 
branches to the other duties of that office by establishing it as a rale that the 
Quartermaster-General shall, on every possible occasion, be a constant member of 
the Committee for the inspection of all articles delivered for the use of the public 
by the agent for the provision of camp equipage and other military stores, and 
that, previous to the mai*ch of troops, it shall be his particular duty to obtain 
correct information of the state of the roads, bridges, and other communications 
through which they must pass, and to prepare proper routes for the difFcrent 
bodies of troops when any considerable movement is ordered in the anny upon 
this establishment. This latter imrt of his duty will also bo the more important, 
as I am clearly convinced that the discipline of this ai’my will be gi’catly improved 
by frequent or indeed, if possible, annual reliefs, . . . 

I have received the greatest satisfaction from the close application to business 
and the judicious conduct of Mr, Duncan in his station of Besident of Benares. 
He is now with the Bajah upon a tour through the whole Province, which has for 
its objects a minute examination of the internal condition of that valuable country, 
but particularly in complknoe with my directions to establish regular Coixrts for 
the administration of justice, under the authority of the Bajah of Ghanseepoor 
Tuanpore, and Mizapore — & measure which, however extraordinary it may appear 
lijjgyou, has been hitherto neglected, but which I trust will tend to promote the 
h^iyess and security of the inhabitants, 

seems to entertain no doubt of being able to realise with facility 
all the just demands of this Government, By the late arrangements in the Presi- 
dency, the Bajah’s income has been considerably increase^ whilst at the same 
time I am happy to inform you that, after defraying all the additional expenses of 
the new establisliments, a large surplus will in this and all future years arise to 
the Company. . . . I am, &o., 

’'OoK^s-Wixm 


No. XX. 

Bail OoB'N'WAms’s xmauMArPE Iksteuctions , to Captaih Jom Kenhawav, 
DEFUTEO to HTnEEAEAU, 

Sm, 

Being extremely desirous to act with ©very degree of moderation and re- 
spect to the Mzam, that may appear to be' cdmp<itiMe with the requisite means 
for the effectual accomplishment of the ol^ect of your mission, I am now of opinion, _ 
after very mature deliberation, that it' Vrill be'hi'ost 'expedient to postpone the de- 
livery of my letter to' the Hizhm, 'and 'thi.'Ml explanation of our mtentt^'s 
respecting the Guntoor Oircar, till ^ter your' arrival at Hyderabad, " i"'; 



538 


LOBD COBHWALLIS. 


App. No. XX. 


You will tliorefore continue your journey with as much expedition as the 
season and other circumstances will admit, acquainting Sir Archihald Camphell 
and me, and Meet Mahomed Hussein, from time to time with your progress. 

I tru>st that you will hnd the Nizam sufficiently well inclined to show all the 
necessary and usual external marks of civility in Ms reception of you ; and my 
wish will he that, as soon as the visits of ceremony are over, you should proceed, 
with as little loss of time as possible, to the business of your deimtation. For 
that purpose you will, as soon as may be consistent with decency, demand an 
audience of the Nizam for the purpose of delivering my letter containing the 
demand of the Guntoor ; and, conformable to the reasons which are stated in the 
instructions that you have already received, you will accompany the formal demand 
with an explicit declaration that the Company’s troops will march into the Circar 
within fourteen days after the date of that conference. 

You are already apprised that the Nizam will probably express much discon- 
tent at this determination. 

So far therefore it may be proper to authorise you to suspend the declaration 
relating to the Company’s troops at the time of your audience, lestiin the first 
moments of disappointment and vexation the Nizam should be tempted to form 
some violent resolution, and express it by any act of intemperance. Of this you 
will judge, but I cannot by any means consent to your postponing the declaration 
beyond three days after your audience, which may be notified to him by letter. 

But wMlst you cannot ?relax in any part of the substance of the measure, I 
must repeat my recommendation that you will be prepared with every conciliatory 
argument that has been pointed out in your instructions, or that may be suggested 
by your own prudence and good sense, to endeavour to prevail upon him to pre- 
serve an amicable appearance in yielding his acquiescence to it. 

Should he determine to refuse a voluntary surrender of the Circar, some un- 
pleasant scenes may be unavoidable, though the troops, in taking possession of it, 
will be directed to abstain as much as possible from injuring individuals, and 
from all acts of violence whatever. 

It is also probable that in the event of our being forced to execute this measure 
without bis consent, the Nizam’s temper will not for some time he sufficiently cool 
to give you credit for the liberal princijjles on which you will offer to proceed to 
the adjustment of the public account. 

A little reflection, however, upon the danger of losing entirely and immedi-^ 
ately a large sum of money of balance, besides the future payment of the pesheush, 
by declining all friendly discussion, may in a short time render him more accom- 
modating ; but whatever signs of ill-humour or discontent, short of hostility or 
actual insult, may be shown on his part, you will be particularly careful to conduct 
yourself with the greatest moderation of manner, and to manifest an uniform dis- 
position to negotiate and terminate the whole transaction with the utmost fairness 
and liberality. 

In whatever manner the possession of the Circar may be obtained, the Nizam, 
when he proceeds to a statement of accounts, will probably make several charges 
for stores or balances due by renters in the Circar, exclusive of the sum that may 
he admitted to he due to Mm upon the adjustment of the general account between 
^eiwo Governments. 

' - , |[ot)Lwill, pay a civil .attention to all such claims ; 'but I wish the settlement of 
, matter of Ipoal 'detail, to he left to Sir Archihald Campbell, You may 

to them to Sir Archibald Campbell, and you will follow 

in$y, think ^proper to, gird you' for bringing them to a fln4 



1788. 


INDIA. 


539 


Sir ArcMbald Campbell will receive a copy of all your mstriictions, and of my 
letter to the Nizam ; and a copy of that letter will also he transmitted to Messrs. 
Malet, Palmer, and Forster, that they may he able to give a distinct explanation, 
where they respectively reside, of the nature of onr present negotiation with the 
Nizam, and of the principles upon which we have preferred our demand of the 
Circar. 

For the reasons which have induced me to leave little time for intrigue to the 
Nizam, between the declaration of our intention and the term which we fix for the 
surrender of the Guntoor, I do not wish to communicate to any of the Mahratta 
chiefs the real object of your mission until our design is ready for immediate exe- 
cution, but at the same time it will be most proper that they should receive the 
first notification of it from the Residents of this Government. 

In order therefore to give the necessary information on your part, you will 
prepare separate letters directed to Sir Archibald Campbell, to Mr. Malet, Major 
Palmer, and to Mr. Forster, as soon as you can mention to them the precise day 
on which the declaration will he made ; and you will despatch them by different 
cossids forty-eight hours before the day named by the Nizam for a formal audience, 
which will enable you to execute that part of your instructions. 

From the present political appearances, both in this country and in Europe, it 
seems at least highly improbable that any circumstances will arise between this 
time and that of your arrival at Hyderabad which would induce this Ciovernment 
to alter our present determination upon the business in question ; and indeed I 
should hardly consider any reason short of a rupture with any of our neighbours 
upon other grounds, or an immediate war being an almost certain consequence of 
our making this demand, as sufficient for postponing it. 

I have confidence enough in you to be persuaded that your own judgment 
would suggest the necessity of suspending the execution of your orders in the 
event of very important incidents occurring that could probably not be known by 
this Government ; and should there be reasonable grounds, contrary to all present 
probability, to apprehend circumstances of the description to which I allude, you 
will confine yourself to a civil intercourse with the Nizam, and to general pro- 
fessions of friendship, until you can receive further instructions for your guidance, 

I am, &o., 

CoENWAIiLIS. 


No. XXI. ^ ■ 

Babu OoBHWAxnis to the Oottbt of Dikbotobs. 

HoTOUBAiniE a, lYss, 

The interests of your territories are now so much blended with those of 
the provmce of Oude, that in my opinion we are cj^lled upon, no less by consider- 
ations of private advantage than by a regard to the honour and credit of the nation, 
to pay the most liberal attention to every public measure that may tend to promote 
Its prosperity. It was from these motives, as I have informed you, thatl proposed 
last year to the Tizier to arrange a wmm^rok'l Ir^^ty between the two Govern- 
ments upon conditions of mutual benefit aad;clp#irftct equality ; and I requested 
that his ministers should oonsider thems^ves ht entire liberty to discuss the 
different articles with regard to ' their effecli;ou; the- interests of His Excellency^ 
dominions with the utmost deliberation and freedom* A copy of the treaty'' 
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whicli, after mucli correspondence, was concluded in tMs manner, will be trans- 
mitted to you in tlie despatch, from the Board. It is nearly conformable to the 
draft which was enclosed to yon in nay letter by the ‘Rodney,’ and I am sanguine 
enough to hope that it will contribute to awaken a spirit of actmty and industry 
in the country of Oude, whilst by facilitating our communication with the Deccan 
and with the Upper Provinces of the Empire, naany valuable sources of commerce 
will be opened or enlarged for the inhabitants of the Company’s dominions. 

The regulation and reform of the management of the Province of Benares 
has likewise continued to occupy a great deal of my most earnest attention, as 
being an object which your immediate interests and the general principles of 
policy and humanity rendered it equally important to accomplish. Instead of 
entering in this place into a detail of the evils that existed, and of the measnres 
that have been adopted for encouraging the commerce and culture, and for 
securing happiness for the numerous inhabitants of that valuable zemindany, 
I shall beg leave to refer you to the Resident’s different letters, and to the 
Resolutions and Instructions of the Board upon them, in which you will find 
every interesting particular relating to the situation of Benares, as well as 
the motives which influenced our decisions and orders, fully and distinctly 
explained. After becoming acquainted with the alarming state of decay into 
which that country had fallen, and with the prevalent defects and vices in 
its internal government, I entertained no hopes of obtaining an hearty con- 
currence and assistance from the Rajah in their correction, because I believed 
him to be, like most of the chiefs of this country, too jealous of his own personal 
importance to assent with sincerity to rules which included the very necessary 
regulation of his own conduct, and too little capable of comprehending the 
ruinous consequences to his own private interests which must ultimately arise 
from an irregular and capricious system of government. On the other hand, 
having no intention to attempt to increase the present revenue or actual power of 
the Company in Benares, I proceeded with confidence to authorize the measnres 
of reformation which are descrihed in the public records ; and I hope they will, 
by promoting the improvement of commerce and cultivation, tend to give per- 
manency to the Company’s revenue, and to add considerably to the profits and 
income of the Rajah himself, whilst I likewise trust that experience will prove 
that they have been well calculated to protect the mass of the inhabitants against 
the miseries, so common in this qmrtcr of the globe, of oppression and injustice* 
From the gi-eat and constant resort of strangers to Benares, many of whom are 
persons of high rank or eminent learning, it is there that the merits or defects 
of our Government will bo most conspicuous ; and I am inclined to hoi)G and 
believe tliat the praises of the Resident and the report of British moderation and 
justice will, bo conveyed to the most remote provinces of Hindostan, 

Your orders for the abolition of the custom-house duties were, in as far as 
they directly affected the Foreign nations, carried into execution immediately after 
they were received; and whilst the measure has undoubtedly removed many 
gronnds for altercation with the Foreign Companies, I trust that in its effects it 
''will also tend to the general encouragement of the commerce of the country. 

/ , I could, however, see no adequate general benefit that could arise from relin- 
flushing the town-duties of Calcutta, which amount annually to a vofy consider- 
If it shall 'appear from experience that the 'duties on goods coming 
country are 'either oppressive to individuals or hurtful to the general 
the .towh?' tlBy will'be lowered or entirely taken off. It was abso- 
should' be levied' on the Itontiors of Baimr, at the 
hy our fetetj with.im VIrfer, not ’merely on account 
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of the Slim which they will produce, hut as a measure of policy to give a reason- 
able protection to the mannfacttires of Bengal and Bahar against the importation 
of those of similar fabrics from the countries of Benares and Onde. 

The fundamental objects of our plan were to curtail all unnecessary expenses, 
and to establish useful rules for simplifying and facilitating the despatch of all 
branches of the public business. Under the head of economy, we proceeded to 
the abolition of useless offices and the reduction of extravagant establishments ; 
and, to render it more difficult in future to introduce abuses, the heads of offices 
were required to lay before the Board a detail of such establishments as they con- 
ceived to be indispensably necessary for carrying on the business, specifying the 
duties and proposing the salaries for each individual ; and it appeared to us of 
particular importance for the perfection of the system to allow liberal salaries to 
the heads of responsible offices, and to abolish and prohibit in every case whatever 
all perquisites and emoluments whether undefined or defined. 

Important, however, as the object of economy must be admitted to be, T 
confess that I considered it as of a secondary nature to that of establishing useful 
arrangements for employing and facilitating the despatch of business at tbe public 
offices ; and with that view some departments whose duties were of a similar 
nature, such as the Treasuries and the Accountant-Gcnerars offices, have l>een 
united, and the Civil servants, instead of being permitted to hold offices in 
different departments, have been restricted to one branch of the service. 

The general plan having appeared to the Board of groat consequence both for 
your interest and your satisfaction, we have thought it descrvirig of much attention 
and of a considerable portion of time in arranging its different parts. From tlio 
materials before you, it is open to your own judgment whether we have sucoeodetl 
in the exeeixtion of our own intentions, which^ I have already remarked, were to 
improve the mode of carrying on the ptiblic business of this government in point 
of economy, order, and despatch, and to exhibit the nature of the duties and the 
precise amount of the incomes of all the Company’s servants to the clear observa- 
tion of your Honourable Court. 

In the alteration of allowances it has been a general nile that no fixed salary 
shall exceed the amount of the former salary and the usual perquisites and emo- 
himents of tlie offiice put together, though in many instances it has been limited 
to an inferior sum ; and the only new office that has been constituted is that of 
Civil Auditor, which became indispensably necessary to give effect to our Kogu- 
lations, by the regular examination and check of all expenditures in the Civil 
departments, and X am persuaded that the salary which we have annexed to it 
will appear to you to he a very moderate compensation for the diligent and faithful 
discharge of so respnsihle a duty. 

The augmentation of salaries which we have recommended for the members of 
the Board of Bevenue will merit your attentive and favouraWe consideration. It 
is of the utmost importance for your service, that revenue servants of experience 
and ahilities should be induced by liberal allowances to become members of that 
Board ; and a thorough knowledge of the' internal state of the country, as well as 
uniformity of principle in directing the details of the Collectors, is of so much real 
value for the comfort of the mass of the people, and for the successful realmation 
of your land revenues, that it cannot fail to promote the public good to render 
the situation of the two senior memhers (upon whose able conduct so much must 
depend) so advantageous, that they may ' have: no' to he removed to any 
other office tinder the 'Government ^ ' I 

Few ciroumstanoes have given me a moro-;&icere gratification than thevolun-^ 
.tary public-spirited proposition of Sir WSuiain 'Jones to , 'Engage in the arduor^ 
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undertaking of translating and forming a compilation of Hindu and Mussulman 
laws from the highest and most approved authorities of the respective religions^ 
to he applied for the use and guidance of our native Courts of Justice. 

The thorough knowledge which Sir William has acquired of the Eastern lan- 
guages, joined to the extent of his literature and the strength of his natural 
abilities, constitute qualifications for executing the work that he has undertaken, 
which perhaps cannot in any other man be paralleled ; and considering it singu- 
larly fortunate for this Government to he able to obtain the assistance of such a 
person, I could make no hesitation in granting from the public purse the mode- 
rate monthly sum that he required for defraying several articles of contingent 
expense, hut particularly for allowing salaries to some learned eminent moulavies 
and pundits during the time that he might have occasion to employ them in 
selecting and extracting the most salutary of their respective laws from the 
numerous volumes in which they are at present dispersed. 

It is calculated hy Sir William Jones that this work may he executed in tw^o 
years ; and if it can he accomplished according to the original plan, it will justly 
render the name of its author dear to the natives of this country, hy enabling 
their European rulers to govern them according to their own ideas of humanity 
and justice. * . » 

I have great satisfaction in congratulating your Honourable ' Court on the 
acquisition of the Guntoor Oircar to the Company. Former transactions respect- 
ing the Guntoor had persuaded me of the Nizam’s disinclination to relinquish 
that Circar, and I had therefore been induced, since my arrival in this country, 
hy several considerations which related to the public affairs of India as well as to 
those of Europe, to decline touching upon a subject which it was more than pro- 
bable would he offensive to that Prince, and especially at a time when it would 
not have been prudent to have employed our power, if found necessary, to enforce 
onr demand. 

The friendly communications which we had cstahlished with several of the 
native powers had obviated part of my reasons for delay ; hut the accounts which 
I received of the settlement of the affairs of Holland, hy removing all hazard of 
interference from any European power, presented a singularly favourahle oppor- 
temity for accomplishing our purpose, which I thought it my duty to embrace, 

I therefore without loss of time despatched Captain Kennaway, one of my 
aides-de-camp, in whose prudence and ability I could confide, to Hyderabad with 
instructions to demand from the Nizam the full execution of the treaty which he 
made with the Company in the year 1768. 

Captain Kennaway was also instructed to give the most solemn assurances 
that every stipulation on our part should he performed with the utmost punc- 
tuality and honour, and indeed I consider this to he as necessary for our real 
interests as it is indispensable for the credit of the national character. 

At the same time, however, though our right hy treaty to the Circar was in- 
disputable, and I was ready to adjust the public account with His Highnest in 
the 'Mrest and most liberal manner, I thought it proper, in addition to every con- 
ciliating arguinent that could he founded upon the faith of treaties and the general 
Iprindples of justice, to take all other precautions that might he in my power to 
;,i^ec»re us against disappointment in obtaining our proposed object. On account 
known disposition and talents for intrigoe, it appeared to he a very 
;'''''|l|^i|^;^utlon'to avoid^giving him Hme to consult with any of Ms neighhouw 
of opposi^n^,^ leaving Mm <mly a short interval after our demand' 

hy 'assembling "a ^considemMe body of trops in-iie 
olhar' prekftts,' to ht In readiness when neoeswry to giWe 
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weight to onr application, and to take possession of the Gircar when surrendered. 
The able and judicious manner in which the measures were executed that de- 
pended upon Sir Archibald Campbell deserves my warmest acknowledgments, 
and I am happy to say that the means which we took have had the fortunate 
effect of inducing the Nizam, after very moderate signs of reluctance, to surrender 
the Gircar to the Company’s servants, who are now in possession of it. 

The late revolutions at Delhi and the barbarities exercised there by Gliolam 
Kadir Khan and his Kohillas, and particularly in deposing and putting out the 
eyes of Shah Allum, have been shocking to the feelings of humanity ; but as all 
parties have been equally careful to offer no injury or insult to this Government, 
or to our ally the Vizier, and as none of these transactions appeared to affect in 
any degree your political interests, it became our public duty to remain neutral 
spectators of scenes, in whicli, from the dictates of private feelings, there would 
have been the strongest inducements to interfere. 

I trust that it is unnecessary for me to he at much pains to assure you of my 
constant and earnest desire to avoid and discourage in every shape all kinds of 
superfluous expenditure of the public monej’*. I am persuaded that your Honour- 
able Court cannot be more averse than I am to put the Company to the heavy 
charge which attends the despatch of packets unless when requisite for evident 
purposes of public utility. Inclcpondont of the effect which your injunctions 
against tlie despatch of a packet might have had upon my determination, I should 
have been jnevented last season from adopting that measure, by the uncertainty 
with which T must have spoken respecting the business of the Ountcjor, during 
the period in which it would have been proper that the packet should have sailed, 
I must, however, freely acknowledge that on account of the long interval between 
the despatch of the last ship of mie season and that of the first of the following, 
added to the uncertainty and tediousness of despatches over land, it m my decided 
opinion, which I submit to your judgment, that hardly any one year can elapse 
in which the advantages that may arise to the Oomp/any’s Government, both at 
home and abroad, from receiving mutual accounts from each other in or about the 
month of January of each yeai*, will not render it an expedient measure to incur 
the expense of despatching a packet in the course of the month of August, both 
from Europe and from Bengal. . « • 

I am persuaded that by a train of judicious measures the land revenue of 
these provinces is capable in time of being increased ; but, consistent with the 
principles of humanity and even of those of your own real interests, it is only by 
adopting means for the gradual cultivation and improvement of the wasl^ WdS, 
and by a gentle and cautious plan for the resumption of lands- that have been 
fraudulently ab'enated, that it ought ever to bo attempted to be accomplished, 
Mon of speculative and sanguine dispositions, and others ei their from ignorance of 
the subject or with views of recommending themselves to your favour, may con- 
fldenily hold forth specious grounds to encourage you to hope that a great and 
immediate accession to that branch of your revenue might be practicable* My 
public duty obliges me to caution you in the most serious manner against listen- 
ing to propositions which, recommend -this attempt^ because I am clearly con- 
vinced that ifearried into execution, they would be attended with most baneful 
result ^ 

Desperate adventurers, without fortune or character, would undoubtedly be 
found, as ha# already been 'too -often eotperienoed, to rent the different districts of 
the country at the highest rates that could' bO' put n,pon them j but the delusion 
would be of short duration, and the impolicy iad inhumanity of the plan would 
prhaps, when too late for effectual remedy, become apparent by the complaints of 
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the people and the disappointments at the Treasury in the payments of the 
revenue, and would probably terminate in the ruin and depopulation of the 
unfortunate country, j am, &c., 

COBHW ALLIS. 


No. XXII. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee. 

Gentlemen, Fort Wiiiiam, Nov. 4, 1 'jss. 

Of the political occurrences in this country since the last sea conveyance, 
the most important has been the Resolution which the Board adopted at my 
recommendation, and which has been communicated to you by an express over- 
land, dated June 6th, to execute your orders for demanding possession of the 
Guntoor Circar for the Honourable Company, according to the terms of the treaty 
concluded with the Nizam Ally Khan in the year 1768 ; and I have now very 
sincere pleasure in congratulating you on his Highness’s having acquiesced in the 
justice of our demand, and surrendered the Circar to the officers of the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. 

Being sensible of the value of the Circar, on account of its situation, to the 
Honourable Company, I should have been happy if I could have carried your 
commands upon that head into execution at an earlier period ; hut I trust that the 
reasons which induced mo to delay making this demand upon the Nizam, and 
which have been partly enumerated in the overland despatch, will appear to you 
to have been founded on sound policy, and a due consideration of yonr real 
interests. 

The genera] state of political affairs at the time of my arrival in this country 
rendered it, in my opinion, a season particularly improper for agitating the point 
in question, because, the Nizam being then engaged in a dangerous war with 
Tippoo, we could not take any stop which ’'wore the least appearance of being 
uiofriendly to him, without giving an advantage to Tippoo, which would have been 
nxeither conformable to our interest nor to our inclination. 

The nice and delicate ground on which at that time we stood with his allies 
the Mahrattas was likewise deserving of very serious consideration. Respect for 
the legislature and a regard for your credit rendered it indispensably incumbent 
upon me to lose no time in recalling the offer which had been so inadvertently 
made by the preceding Government of furnishing them with the assistance of a 
body of troops from Bombay ; but however necessary this measure might be on 
our part, I concluded that it could not fail of exciting considerable irritation with 
thorn, and perhaps some' doubts of our national sincerity and good faith. 

It was also in my recollection that the demand of the Guntoor had, under 
nearly similar circumstances, on a former occasion induced the same powers to 
lay aside their own quarrels and unite in a dangerous confederacy against your 
interests,; and it therefore appeared to me for every reason to be prudent to allow 
theplaim to lay dormant, until by conciliatory communication and an uniform 
(^s^pjenoe^ to the priuoiples'of justice and moderation, we could gain the conhdence 
llahratfcas, and until we could in every respect have grounds to believe that 
.assert it wii^i reasonable, hopes of success, and with less hazard of 
war. appeai^ees of hostile designs which 
: A^^j^i^^pbell;^ in Tippoo /during the ‘course of the summer of 
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1787 were siiffioient to prevent my forming any intention of toucliing npon a 
subject wMcli I believed would at any time be unpalatable to tbe Nizam. We 
bave every reason, however, in the mean time to be satisfied with our progress in 
cultivating a good understanding with the Mahrattas, and I considered it as a 
circumstance by no means unfavourable to our interests that Scindia’s power and 
influence suffered about that time a considerable shock in, the Dpper Provinces of 
the Empire. Whatever may have been Tippoo’s real designs in the first x^art of 
the season, it ajopeared towards the end of that summer that he had no immediate 
plan of hostility against the Carnatic. But although this circumstance, as well as 
all other political appearances in India, would have been sufficiently encouraging 
to me to consider the period as proper for demanding of the Nizam the full accom- 
plishment of the treaty of 1708, our knowledge of the alarming dissensions in 
Holland deterred me from taking any step which could give umbrage to any of 
the Native Powers, from a belief of its being very possible that the convulsions in 
the Dutch Eepublic might in their consequences involve England in a war, which 
would soon have extended to your possessions in this quarter of the globe. 

And as it appeared to me that the state of the xiolitical affairs in Europe 
rendered an immediate interference from the French or any other European ijower 
in the internal affairs of India, at least highly improbable, I considered that a 
more favourable opportunity could never bo expected for opening a negotiation 
with the Nizam, for the xmrpose of obtaining from him the Ml accomplishineni of 
his treaty with the Comx)any. I therefore imposed immediately to the Board, as 
you have been informed by the former desj>atclx, to dcquito a jiroper person without 
loss of time to Hyderabad. But although we had a right to expect that the 
honour and good faith with which wo were determined to execute on our ^iart the 
stipulations of the treaty, would tend to induce the Nizam to acquiesce in the 
Justice of our demand, yet from the unwillingness which he had so frequently 
manifested of parting with the Oircar, I could not supx)ose that these considera- 
tions alone would on this occasion influence him to relinquish it. The duplicity 
of his character and his talents for intrigue being likewise generally admitted, I 
considered myself as called upon by public duty to take every precaution of your 
Government against the disgrace of disappointment, and I thought it therefore 
equally prudent and necessary to leave him but a very short time, after making 
the requisition, for consulting with any of his neighbours on the means of oppo- 
sition, and to direct that a good body of troops should bo assembled near the 
Oircar under other pretexts, to be ready to act if necessary in support of our 
demand of his performance of the terms of the treaty. Captain Kennaway, one 
of my aides-de-camp, was at my recommendation appointed to the deputation as 
a gentleman well acquainted with the country languages and 'Customs, end in 
whose ability and |>rudonce I could place an entire confidence, and he left this 
place in the beginning of May, though the rains and_ bad roads rendered his 
journey so unavoidably te<hous and difficult that he did not arrive at Hyderabad 
till the latter end of July. 

I shall beg leave to refer you to the dcsx»tch from the Board, for the copies of. 
Ms instructions and of the letters with which he' was charged from me to the 
Nizam, He was received by Ms Highness with every proper mark of attention 
and respect ; but their, intercourse for some time was necessh-riiy confined to cere- 
monials and general exprmsions of oivilily. ' ,As the ‘insult and demand which 
one of Tippoo^s Mbutaries, tbe Baiah of Ohe^lfc%' -had madC' upon* Tellicherry 
whilst Captain Kennaway was up<m his , jowney, had created doubts of that 
Frffice^s pacific disposlion,' we could, not v^tur© mpoh' '^y 'step that might dis- 
gust the, Nizam it', AemM 'Mmlf ap^r that '-ft 'AchW mot bo forced into; 

veil. I* ' ' ’ ' 2 N 
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hostilities with Tippoo. Distressing as a war would be to your affairs in this 
country, it cannot be admitted to be so great an evil as the injury which you 
would suffer in your honour and ultimately in your substantial interests, by 
appearing to that Prince to be apprehensive either of his enmity or his power. 
Upon that principle, and believing that the Rajah of Cherika would not have 
dared to stir hut by his instigation, I thought it indispensably necessary to write to 
Mm upon this occasion, and to declare explicitly that as on one hand it would be 
my constant study to act on the part of the Company with the greatest modera- 
tion and with the most scrupulous regard to the faith of treaties with all the 
Princes of India, I was on the other equally determined not to suffer the least 
injury or insult to ourselves or our allies from any power whatever to pass 
unresented ; and notifying to him that with these resolutions I had sent orders to 
punish the Rajah of Oherika, and expressing my expectations that as the Rajah is 
one of Hs tributaries he would lend his assistance to force him to make am])le 
reparation for his condxxct. Tippoo’s answer to me, as well as to letters which 
Sir Archibald Campbell had written to him about the same time, giving no reason 
to apprehend that his mind was prepared for an immediate rupture with us, 
Captain Kennaway was directed to proceed to the execution of the principal 
object of his mission, and I am persuaded that you will see with pleasure in his 
correspondence, which will he transmitted by the Board, the proofs which he has 
given of good sense and address in this transaction; and that Sir Archibald 
Campbell’s judgment and exertion, in directing the measures of co-operation 
which depended upon Mm, will give you the highest satisfaction. 

Althoxxgh the Nizam acqxxiesced in our demand with sufficient decency of 
manner, we cannot venture to flatter ourselves that he did it without considerable 
real reluctance. It will be my earnest desire from my own inclination, as well as 
in compliance with yoxxr instructions, to impress his mind with a conviction of 
its being our fixed determination not only to act in the most liberal manner in 
the adjustment of the present account between him and the Company, but also to 
continue the payment of the pesheush in future with the strictest lionour and 
regularity ; and as I believe Captain Kennaway to be well calculated for gaining 
Ms goodwill and esteem, axxd at the same time to discover any intrigues that may 
be meditated, I propose to leave bim some time longer at Hyderabad to keep a 
watchful eye upon his Highness’s conduct, and to endeavour by every means in 
his power to establish a confidential and friendly communication between the two 
Grovernments, 

Nana, though backward in giving an unconditional declaration of their inten- 
tion to join us, in case of our being involved in war, had long expressed an 
earnest desire, •on the part of the Peshwa’s administration, to form close con- 
nexions with this Grovernment; but I had been obliged to decline acceding to his 
propositions, as they militated against the Act of Parliament by tending to draw 
us eventually into hostilities wi& Tippoo. 

It was therefore, after so much coolness on our side, peculiarly gratifying to 
me to receive Hnough Mr. Malet a voluntary offer from the Poonah Ministers to 
join us against Tippoo upon the supposition that ho had attacked our ally, the 
Rajah of Travancore, and by that means had forced us to abandon our pacific 

' ^ 

I, consider ' this voluntary offer as a sure pledge that wo may depend upon the 
of thoMahrattas, in case now oiroumstanoes should unluckily 
’ us in war' and 1 sliall spare no pains to cultivate the good under- 

' at -present ;S0 happily '-subsists between mb , I do - not" flatter 

mirself for obtaining themstitution of the, island of Saliette 
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will be of a nature that I can recommend for your acceptance, but I shall at least 
receive and corresiDond upon them in the most friendly and conciliatory manner, 
and their disappointment on that head will be softened by the acconimodatihg 
answer which I shall have it in my power to give them on the subject of Grin] era ; 
for you are neither called upon by any engagements, nor by your interest, to 
interfere in that business, and it will therefore be from motives of generosity only 
that we shall endeavour in the proposed arrangement to obtain for the Biddee 
family a fixed and decent provision. 

The Prince Jahandar Shah, without making a single manly effort at Delhi to 
retrieve the affairs of his father and his family, soon retuimed, as you have already 
been informed, to Benares, with his wives and children, to avail himself of the 
asylum which I had promised him in the Company’s dominions. 

By overheating himself in an excursion to Chtmar, to visit the tomb of a low 
woman whom he had married, and who had died the year before, he brought on a 
fever which carried him off very suddenly soon after his return to Benares. Ilis 
death is attended with no effects upon your political interests ; hut he has left a 
large family, the greatest part of which positively refused to leave the Company's 
territories, aud they are now a considerable burthen upon the Yizier and upon his 
Government. The contentions and struggles amongst the dificrent chiefs in the 
Provinces affect in no manner whatever the immediate interests of ihe Company. 
The ferocious hchaviour ol Golaum Kader Khan and his Tiohillas in dc])Osing and 
putting out the eyes oi the unfortunate old King, and in conmiiiting numberless 
other harharitios at Delhi, are shocking to all the private feelings of the human 
mind ; yet as great care has been taken by all parties to avoid giving us public 
offence, this Government Ixas in all those transactions continued to think it 
equally their owrf duty and most expedient for your interests to observe the 
strictest neutrality. . IMve,&o., 

. COBNWALiaS. 
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The Goverhob-Geneeal m Coukoiu to the Court ot Dibkctors. 

HONOUEABLE Sirs, Fort Willlaw, nov. 0, ms 

. . . Our proceedings, transmitted to the Secret Committee by this 
despatch, contain references which were made to us by the Governor in Council 
at Port St. George, and by the Committee of the Nabob of ArcoPs creditors, 
upon certain clainis and pretensions maintained by the latter in oppositiem to 
what we conceived to be the nghfe of the Company. We recommend the whole 
to your particular attention as comprising matters of great importance-^-the 
rights of theGompany and the claims and property of individuals j and we espe- 
cially refer you to a Minute by the Govemor-Qenexal, in which their riglita and 
claims are minutely stated and discussed. , We shall not, after this reference, 
recapitulate the subject* 

The conduct waumed by the (kronittee of Creditors appeared to us so dero- 
ptory from respect which they owed to' the 'Goternpoent of Madras, that we 
did not hesitate to recommend to them to vindicate tho an.thority of the Company 
by removing from theit stations those .semnte who, had offended. ' This measure 
waBe:^ecuted, butnpoh'#Lerecc«i»oA%h':df Presidency we most 

tidily coneumod' ini ‘iWr reatemtian, te; the o&to 'frmh' which they had; been 
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removed. Mr. Benfield alone was excepted from tliis amnesty, as his conduct 
appeared to ns far more offensive and exceptionable than that of the other gentle- 
rden, and we did not hesitate to confirm the proposition of Sir Archibald Camp- 
bell for his suspension from the service, and to recommend that he should be 
obliged to return to Europe. Mr. Benfield has been in consequence suspended 
from the service, and he has received orders from the Government of Fort St. 
George to proceed to Europe by one of the first ships. 

Four several addresses from the principal native inhabitants of Benares to 
your Honourable Court, declaring their sentiments of Mr. Hastings, were sub- 
mitted to us by Mr. George Thompson, late Secretary to Mr. Hastings, at the 
request of Ally Ibrahim Cawn, the chief judicial magistrate of that city, with 
the correspondence which had passed with him on the subject of them. 

It appeared from the tenor of this correspondence that a deputation of the 
inhabitants of Benares bad expressed their wishes through Ibrahim Cawn to wait 
upon your Resident, Mr. Duncan, with these addresses, as the regular official 
channel of communication, but that Mr. Duncan had declared it was unnecessary 
for the inhabitants to attend him with the addresses, as they did not concern the 
Company’s affairs. Under these circumstances they were forwarded to Mr. 
Thompson, as the attorney and friend of Mr. Hastings, with a request that he 
would lay them before the Governor-General in Council, and take the necessary 
steps for their being translated and transmitted to Europe. 

In compliance with Allj Ibrahim Oawn’s solicitation Mr. Thompson submitted 
these papers to us as before recited, requesting that they might bo translated and 
forwarded to you in due time, and under a supposition that the Company would 
not be averse to receive from its native subjects and allies the public declaration 
of their sentiments upon a question of so much importance to their happiness, and 
to the credit of the English nation, as the conduct of Mr. Hastings during his long 
government. Mr. Thompson further requested that he might be permitted to 
receive the suffrages which the native inhabitants of the Company’s possessions 
were desirous of conveying to tho Court of Directors as a sense of Mr. Hastings’s 
merits, and that the judges, collectors, and residents, might he informed that he 
had obtained such permission, or that they were themselves at liberty to receive 
and transmit to us any testimonies relative to Mr, Hastings that might be tendered 
to them by, or on the iiart of, the native inhabitants. 

With these requests from Mr. Thompson we complied, having qualified our 
orders to the judges, collectors, and residents, in the following terms, that “ the 
liberty accorded was merely to receive and transmit testimonials when offered, but 
that they were not to deduce any inference from it that they were authorized to 
exercise any further interference.” 

The addresses above-mentioned, with translations, and various other addresses, 
&G,, from the Nabob Vizier and his Ministeis, from the Nabobs of Furruckabad 
and these provinces, also from the principal zemindars of Dinagepore, Bogleporc, 
i&c., aCcotding to a list which accompanies them, attend you in the present 
despatch. 

'The acknowledged advantages which must result from concluding a settlement 
lor a lung tem of years, together with your injunctions for carrying this measure 
©;xeeurion, impressed us with the greatest anxiety for conapleting it at the 
■ of the current year 1195, or 1788-9 ; hut it was with real reliic- 

ourselves' under- the necessity of postponing the arrangement 
for 'the ‘reasons which we have now tlm honour to submit 

February? 1787^' the - B<mrd of Bevenue were directed 
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to prepare sundry materials as a foundation for this important measure, and the 
collectors were severally called upon for information with a view to its accom- 
plishment. 

The voluminous nature of those materials had unavoidably retarded their com- 
pletion, and the Persian statements of the revenue since the acquisition of the 
Dewanny had but lately been transmitted from the office of the Koy Royan. 

These accounts appeared to us very essential for the purpose of forming a set- 
tlement on permanent principles, and together with every ilhistrafcion which could 
be furnished by us, as required by your instructions, equally necessary for your 
information. 

Supposing, however, they had been prepared, and ready for our inspection, the 
period between the time when this subject was under our deliberation and the 
commencement of the current Bengal year was too short to admit of considering 
them with the attention which they required, and the storms and inundations 
which had so universally prevailed during the last season offered a serious obstacle 
to forming a settlement on a permanent plan, for though we had received general 
information of great losses having been sustained, we were not particularly apprised 
of the extent of them, and of their effects upon the sources of the reventie. 

We accordingly directed that the settlement of P)Cngal for 3195, or 1788-9, 
should be formed, for that year only, upon the j)rinciples and instructions recorded 
upon our proceedings of the 5th February, 1787. llio settlement for tbe three 
last years has varied very little on its general amount, and, with a few exceptions, 
has been annually concluded with the same persons. 

The reasons which induced us to defer the ten years’ settlement in Bengal 
were equally applicable to Bahar. We accordingly directed that the settlement 
of this province for 1196 Fussily, or 1788-9, should be concluded for that year 
only. We deemed it expedient, however, to admit of some deviation in the prim-* 
ciples hitherto adopted in forming the settlement of this province, which we now 
beg leave to point out for your information. 

In Bahar there are only four principal zemindars — ^those of Sonnout, Tirhoot, 
Shahabad, and Champarum. The remaining zemindars are in number some 
thousand. 

For a period long before the Company’s accession to tbe Dewanny, and con- 
stantly since, it has been the practice, generally speaking, to let the lands in 
Bahar in farm, or to delegate the management of them to officers on the part of 
Government. 

Experience has fully shown that the farming system is ill calculated 'to im- 
prove a country, and it is contrary to the principles which, In Conformity to your 
directions, wo wish to establish, of availing ourselves m much' as possible of the 
service of the proprietors of the lands. 

We have accordingly vested the collectors with a disoretionsd power to con- 
clude the settlement of their respective divisions with the actual proprietors of the 
soil, in all cases where they may deem it praoticahle and expedient j in adopting 
a variation from a long established practice w© did not, for the reasons asmgned 
upon our proceedings, think it proper' to issue mmr© posItiTe mstmetions. 

'W!eare,&a‘ 
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EarIi Cornwallis to the Court op Directors. 

Honourable Sirs, Calcutta, March e, i?89. 

I lost no time after the amyal of His Majesty’s orders, and of the instruc- 
tions of yonr Honourable Court, in calling for returns of the names of the Honour- 
able Company’s officers at the different Presidencies, who were desirous, on the 
terms specified, to be admitted into His Majesty’s four new regiments which were 
raised for the service of India. 

Being desirous of carrying His Majesty’s gracious intentions and your wishes 
into as complete effect as was possible, I gave the Honourable Company’s officers 
full time to reflect deliberately on the advantageous offers that were hold forth to 
them ; and in order that no candidates might on this occasion be disappointed of 
admission into the Xing’s service, I delayed to fill up the greatest part of the 
vacancies in the new regiments until I should receive the return from the 
Presidency of Bombay, after the officers stationed at Tellicherry had given their 
answer, and which only arrived at this place on the 21st ult. 

I have upon farther consideration thought it unnecessary to trouble the Board 
to give details on this subject, as I proposed in a former letter to your Honourable 
Court ; and I now enclose, No. X, a list of all the Honourable Company’s officers 
who have given in their names, and have in consequence of their applications 
been appointed to His Majesty’s service. 

It will no doubt prove a matter of no less suipmise to your Honourable Court 
than it has been in India, that so few of the Company’s officers, and particularly 
those in the junior ranks who have so distant a prospect of promotion, have 
thought proper to avail themselves of so favourable an opportunity to be admitted 
into the service of His Majesty. . . . 

SJeveral re])rcscntations have been made to me against the scanty allowance 
which has been allotted to the officers who have been placed on the list of invalid 
pensioners ; and perhaps it may be judged expedient from motives of humanity 
to relax in a few instances, for the lives of the present pensioners, from the general 
principle of the regulations. I think it my duty, however, to repeat my opinion, 
that it ought to be part of the political system for the management of India to 
discourage and prevent Europeans as much as possible, and particularly Euro- 
pean officers, from colonising and settling in this country ; for it may bo considered 
as a cartain maxim, that when they have reconciled their minds to relinquish all 
thoughts of returning to their native country, they will soon become indifferent, 
or, perhaps, when in opposition to their own views, even hostile to its interests ; 
and many circumstances might in time arise in a country so far removed from 
Europe, in which a number of men of such dispositions might have it in their 
power to create serious embarrassment to Government. 

I shall not at present enter into minute details ; hut X think it incumbent 
upon me to suggest for consideration that the resources of this countiy will only 
admit of a small portion of the officers of an army, which has of late years 
increased to so great a magnitude, acquiring independent fortunes ; and tliat to 
ephk them to live with decency and comfort at home, after they are worn out 
services, it may ho necessary to provide some further assistance for many 
the public, than that which is furnished by the usual allowance of 
-pension. 

'Alii It Is no, less proper to' offer to your observation, that unless the officom 
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of tMs army can have it in their power to obtain j^romotion by some other means 
than that of seniority alone, the ability and spirit of exertion "which many of 
your officers at present eminently possess, will be of little value to the public at 
the period of their service when it would be most particularly desirable, I mean 
in the rank of Colonel, at which it is impossible that the officers who are now 
about the middle part of the list of the army can arrive by regular promotion, 
before they are entirely superannuated. 

However important a good artillery may be in the Military Establishment of 
any European nation, I believe it is nowhere of so much real consequence as it is 
to your intei'ests in India ; for it is the branch of the military science, in which 
our superiority over the natives is the gi-eatest, and whose effects arc beyond 
comparison the most decisive. 

It is therefoie well deserving of your utmost attention to maintain that corps 
in a state of as much perfection as may be practicable ; and with that view great 
pains should be taken to supply the vacancies of lieutenant-fireworkers with 
young men who have been properly educated, and whose talents appear to qiialify 
them for heconiing useful artillery officers. 

You will generally have it in your power to procure, without difficulty, a 
sufficient number of young gentlemen of the above description at home ; but if 
you could obtain annually a certain number of cadets with satisfactory certificates 
of th(iir qualifications from His Majesty’s Military Academy at Woolwich, 
I would recommend it to you as the best mode of all for sxrpplying your artillery 
with young officers. 

The number that might he wanted in war would unavoidably depend upon a 
variety of circumstances which at present cannot he foreseen ; but I think it 
probable that six or at farthest eight of those cadets would be sufficient to supply 
the annual vacancies of your artillery in time of peace* 

Every argument that can bo adduced to prove the utility that may arise to 
your service from your being careful in your choice of young men to fill the 
future vacancies in the artillery, may bo used with still greater force, if possible, 
to show the necessity of the greatest precaution in the selection of young gentle- 
men to 1)0 admitted into your corps of engineers, . . . 

The general relief of the army has taken i)laco in the usual manner, and 
it gives me groat ])lcasuro to inform you that 1 luivo received the most favourable 
reports of the condition and discipline of all the native troops. 

It has boon particularly satisfactory to observe that the aversion of the natives 
of the Upper Provinces to come upon duty to the provinces of Bengal wems 
to have greatly diminished, and this desirable change has clearly appeared by 
the decrease of tlio desertion from the native brigades which 'marched from 
Futtyglmr to the Presidency, l:>oth in this and the last compared with the usual 
loss on fonner years. 

But nothing could have manifested the good disposition of the native troops 
in a more unc<iuivocaI manner than the alacrity with which a great number of 
them, in defiance of many of their religious prejudices against a sea-woyage, ofered 
their services when volunteers mm called for to form the detachment which was 
wanted in consequence of the requisition of tbic Presidency of Fort Marlhro®. 

Two- thirds of that detachment consist of Hindoos,; and aufongst them there 
are several Bramins and many others of timr , highest castes. Their goodwill 
and attachment to th© sorvioe gives them .a ®Wm,'te every attention on' our part, 
and I have besides thought it of great cohsequence lor the public benefit to^ 
take ' every pssiMe -means to mum wvehiant' for them, both 
on thdr voyage to Sumatra m& .their return^'f "ind in laying in their stock of-' 
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water and provisions to be scrapulonsly careful in conforming to tlieir strictest 
prejudices. 

If it sbonld fortunately happen that those men shall return to Bengal per- 
fectly* satisfied with the treatment that they have received during their absence, 
their report of it amongst the other soldiers will, I am persuaded, contrihute more 
than afiy other means that could he devised to remove the rooted aversion and 
almost horror which is so general amongst the Hindoos of high castes against 
venturing to sea, 

A large augmentation could with great facility he made at any time, and at a 
short warning, to the native troops of this cstahlishment, and the advantages 
which would result from our being able to prevail upon them to suffer themselves 
to be transported to distant services by sea are so obvious as to need no enumera- 
... I am, &c,, 

CouNWALnis. 


No. XXV. 

Earl Cornwallis to the Coxjbt op Dibectobs. 

Honourable Sirs, Fort wiiiiam, Aag. % im * 

You will observe by Mr. Ives’s correspondence' that great pains have been 
taken to obtain the henefits that were expected to result to both parties from the 
commercial treaty with the Vizier by pressing the minister to cany it into full 
effect in his Excellency’s dominions. 

I have sufficient reason to believe that Hyder Beg Hhan is anxious to preserve 
my good opinion of his public conduct by doing everything in his power to exe- 
cute strictly all stipulations on the part of the Vizier with the Company, and to 
establish internal order and good government in his master’s territories. But 
unluckily the Vizier’s early habits of dissipation and inattention to business have 
not y^t entirely left him, and he is so apt to suffer his conduct to be influenced 
by very undeserving people, with whom he sometimes associates, that the wishes 
and intentions of the minister cannot always he completely executed. Inconve- 
nient, however, as those defects in his Excellency’s character may be, it is not 
easy to find effectual remedies for them. 

Material omissions are generally corrected immediately upon my representa- 
tion. But I think it infinitely more for the real advantage as well as more 
creditable to the Company, to bear deficiencies of no groat importance on the part 
of his Excellency with a little patience, rather than attempt to renew the species 
of interference in the details of his government through tlie medium of our Resident, 
which has been so judiciously reprobated by your Honourable Court, and from 
which I have ever most carefully abstained. 

The causes to which I have alluded, occasioned some delay in reaping all the 
advantages that might result to both countries from the late commercial arrange** 
meats j ^ but the mutual utility of the treaty is apparent, and our large and 
oollections of duties at the Custom-house at Maunjeo are sufficient 
particular benefits which have already arisen- from it to the commerce 

conduct coutHbtited to promote the extension of commerce 
‘and great- pre^hss has beeH' -made in establishing a system Ihr 
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the regular administration of justice, which alone can secure the hapjaness of the 
body of the people in that valuable province. 

The great additional resort of Deccan merchants to the mart of Mirzapore, and 
the applications that have been lately naade for tracts of ground to increase the 
buildings at that place, have been very pleasing indications of the commercial 
improvements ; and it has likewise heen with peculiar satisfaction that I have 
lately received a convincing proof of the good effects of his judicious management 
upon the minds of the neighbouring powers by an application from Nana 
Furnavese, the First Minister of the Mahratta state, for leave to build a house for 
himself in the city of Benares, for the avowed purpose of resorting to it occa'- 
sionally to perform religious duties ; and this application has given me the more 
pleasure, as the resolution was deliberately adopted upon the report of Mhadajee 
Pundit, his own household Dewan, whom he sent privately last year with a 
caravan of pilgrims, to make his observations, and who it seems had given a 
most favourable account of the mildness and regularity of the British Govern- 
ment. 

The future substantial interests of the Company, and the prosperity and 
happiness of millions of people, are so deejdy concerned in the plan of settlement 
of land-revenue of those provinces, that before I should proceed to execute the 
orders contained in your revenue letter, dated the 12th April, 1786, 1 thought It 
my indispensable duty to acquire every information in my power, and to give the 
whole subject the most mature consideration. 

Although Mr. Shore’s precarious health has frequently interrupted his exer- 
tions, I consider it as singularly fortunate that the public could profit from Ms 
great experience and uncommon abilities upon this important occasion. 

Flis exertions were no less able than laborious in obtaining the materials that 
were necessary for ananging the principles on which the settlement of the 
province of Bahar is proposed to he made. But as the revenue letter from the 
Board gives you a full account of the plan of that settlement, I think it unneces- 
sary to trouble you with a particular statement of it. 

There will probably be very little alteration in the principles of the plan that 
will bo adopted for the settlement of Bengal, and after having given the subject 
much serious consideration, I think myself bound, in justice to my own feelings, 
and to my opinion of the true interests of the Company, and the British nation, 
to declare my strongest conviction that the outlines of the plan now proposed, are 
well calculated to secure and oven increase yonr revenues, and at the same time 
to raise the national reputation, by its giving a prospect of comfort and hapj^iness 
to the natives of those valuable dominions, far beyond that which they have 
hitherto enjoyed under any other masters. 

Many subsidiary arrangements will he requisite to render the principles of the 
plan applicable to the various rights and customs that exist in different parts of 
those provinces, and they must be made by Government, either as the propriety 
of them may appear to observation, or as cases may be brou^t forward by 
representation. 

The security of property, however, and the certainty which each individual 
will now feel of being allowed to enjoy the fruits of his own labours, must 
operate uniformly aa incitements to exertion and industry ; and I have purposely 
in this settlement proposed to withdraw the Ganges from the Zemindars, and to 
place them in the hands of Government, in order that it may at al times have an 
unrestraiaed power to raise or lower the internal taxes, or duties on particular 
artcles of product or manufacture, as may be found most suitable to the general _ ^ 
interests of commerce-} but ubove all, 'as the lamd-revcauo, when the Swmm 'is 
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once fixed, cannot increase, that the Company may, through the medium of 
duties upon an increased consumption of the necessaries and luxuries of life, 
participate in the wealth and advantages, which, I trust, will he consequences of 
a permanent revenue settlement to the inhabitants of this country. 

The humane and liberal sentiments which dictated the instructions upon 
which the present plan is founded, will prompt you to receive the highest 
gratification, if my hopes of its producing wealth and happiness to the intelligent 
and industrious part of the individuals of this country shall be realised ; and, 
independent of all other considerations, I can assure you that it will he of the 
utmost importance for promoting the solid interests of the Company, that the 
principal landholders and traders in the interior parts of the country should he 
restored to such circumstances as to enable them to support their families with 
decency, and to give a liberal education to tbeir children according to the customs 
of their respective castes and religions — that a regular gradation of ranks may he 
supported, which is nowhere more necessary than in this country for preserving 
order in civil society. 

I am sorry to he obliged to say that agriculture and internal commerce has 
for many years been gradually declining, and that, at present, excepting the class 
of Shroffs and Banians, who reside almost entirely in great towns, the inha- 
bitants of those provinces were advancing hastily to a general state of poverty 
and wretchedness. 

In this description, I must include almost every Zemindar in the Company's 
territories, which, though it may have been partly occasioned by their own 
indolence and extravagance, I am afraid must also he in a great measure attri- 
buted to the defects of our former system of government. 

The sottloment, in conformity to your orders, will only ho made for ion years 
certain, with a notification of its being your intention to declare it a perpetual 
and unalterable assessment of these provinces, if the amount and the principles 
xipon which it has been made shall moot with your approbation. 

The circulation of specie in this country has been so long embarrassed with so 
great a variety of rupees of difieront qualities and denominations, that the Shroffs 
have found an ample field for practising tbeir arts in extorting an extravagant 
batta upon almost every pecuniary transaction in which they are concerned, to 
the heavy oppression of individuals, and in many instances to the great detriment 
of the Company's revenue j and there appears to be no cifecLual remedy for the 
evil but that of a general new coinage of all the circulating silver of the country 
into rupees, or subdivisions of rupees, of exactly the same weight, standard, and 
denomination. 

Amongst the other preparatory stops that have been taken to carry this 
measure into execution, it has been determined that all revenue settlements shall 
be made in Sicca rupees, and you may be assured that I shall spare no pains, and 
neglect no precautions to accomplish with safety this salutary work. 

As the opixirn contract terminates this season, proposals for a now contract for 
the' term of four years, as before, have been called for by public advertisement. 

. ThO' opixun ryots were by the terms of the late contract left $o much in the 
power of the contractor, that it has been chiefly owing to the moderation and 
fwbearanoe of Mr. Heatly, who held that oontract, that they have not for some 
past suffered ^mt vemtion and distress. 

' ';:'j?.||,';0|ard for tfe true intorests of the Company, no less than the irresistible 
rendered it neemary to give these poor people the protection 
pcj^ional violenw, wd to enable them to make an equitabte 
for the produce 'Of their labonrs, 



1789. 


INDIA. 


555 


I think it probable that the relief which has been given to the ryots may 
occasion some decrease of price on the offers that will be made by the candidates 
for the contract, but I am persuaded that the loss upon that head will be more 
than compensated to the Company by the encouragement which will be given to 
the ryots to extend the cultivation of the poppy, and hy the measures which have 
been adopted being calculated to promote the general prosperity of the districts 
in which it is produced. 

I thought that upon the whole it would be more beneficial for the Company 
that the Benares opium should also he provided in future hy contract, and it is 
accordingly offered to the fairest bidder on the present occasion, under nearly the 
same conditions for securing good treatment to the ryots as those that are pre- 
scribed for Bahar and Bengal. 

An infamous traffic has it seems been carried on in this country hy the low 
Portuguese, and even hy several foreign Bnro])can seafaring people and traders, 
in purchasing and collecting native children in a clandestine manner, and ex- 
porting thorn for sale to the French islands and other parts of India. 

I have at different times taken steps to x)revent the continuance of practices 
which are so shocking to humanity, and so pernicious to your interests, and in 
order to deter all persons under the authority of this Grovernment from being 
concerned in that species of trade, I lately directed that a commander of a country 
vosHcl, who carried off some children last winter, should he prosecuted ciiminally 
before the Bupreme Court; and 1 likewise published a proclamation to give 
notice, that any person living under the Company’s protection, or in any^ shape 
under the authority of this Government, who shall be convicted of carrying on, 
or aiding, or abetting the barbarous traffic that I have mentioned, will be certain 
of meeting with the most exemplary punishment 

There are many obstacles in the way against abolishing slavery entirely in the 
Company’s dominions, as the number of slaves is considerable, and the practice is 
sanctioned both by tlio Mahomedan and Hindoo laws. 

1 have, however, a plan xmder consideration, which I hope to be able to 
< 3 Xocnto without doing much injury to the private interests, or offering great 
violence to the feelings of the natives, and which has for its object the abolition 
of tho practice under cesrtain limitations, and the oBtablishing some rules and 
regulations to alicviale as liuich as may be possible the misery of those unfortunate 
peo|)le during the time that they may be retained in that wrcicbed situation. 

''i’ho system, for the administration of criminal justice under the direction of a 
Naib Nasiiim has long attracted my serious attention, and is in my opinion in a 
most exceptionable state. * 

f am sufficiently sensible that groat caution will be nctsesKiry in endeavouring 
to reform delicate a branch of the civil Government ; but I feel myself called 
upon by the principles of humanity, and a regard for the honour and interest of 
the (lompany and the nation, not to leave this Government without endeavouring 
to hike measures to prevent in future, on one hand, the cruel punishments of 
mutilation, which are freuqcntly inftictod by the Mahomedan law, and on the 
other to r«imin the spirit of Ci)rmi)tion which so genewUy prevails in native 
courts, fwd by which wealiliy offenders arc-generally enabled to purchase impunity 
for the most atTooiouB crimes. 

In, making such alterations as may a||w tub# nwueaary for effecting the 
above-mentioned puriwcs, you_ may be assured lhat the utmost care shall be taken 
to render the expnae as light as isossible to the 'Oompany. 

I cxoncciva tlmfc dll regulations for the refown of that department would be 
usel'Oih uadmugatory, whilst Ac «ecuto d -depends itpon any native 
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whatever, and that it will l3e indispensable foi* the good government of this 
country that there should he general jail-deliveries once or twice a-year, and that 
two or three respectable Company's servants should he selected to act as siiperin- 
. tendents of the criminal trials, which may he conducted, under their inspection, 
by native judges, with the assistance of learned Moulavies and Pundits, in strict 
conformity to the laws and customs of Hindostan. 

Should these appointments appear to be expedient after further consideration, 
some reduction may be made in the present establishment of the Foujedarry 
department, from which the amount of the salaries that it will be proper to allot 
to the superintendents may in part be defrayed. 

The salaries, however, ought at all events to be liberal, as upon the general 
principles that have been already applied to the arrangement of the other depart- 
ments, the income of the superintendents should be limited to fixed and open 
allowances, without receiving any kind of perquisite whatever. 

In establishing these principles for regulating the allowances of your servants 
in all the branches of your service, I trust that I have acted upon the soundest 
maxims of i^ublic economy. 

It is neither your expectation, nor would it be possible, to obtain the services 
of men of experience, ability, and character, in this climate, where a continua- 
tion of health is so precarious, without granting them rewards in some shape 
sufficiently liberal to enable them to live in a decent and comfortable manner, 
and to make such annual savings as to give them a prospect of being able in a 
moderate number of years to return to spend the latter part of their days in easy 
circumstances at home. 

The generality of men would prefer making such a fortune by means the 
most open and avowed, and no mode can be more honourable than that of annual 
savings from an established public salary, 

"When tbe allowed salaries are evidently inadequate to the above purposes, and 
in a country where your principal servants are surrounded with temptations, it 
could not easily he denied that it seemed to be expected, tbougb not regularly 
sanctioned by Government, that they should look to some other sources of income ; 
and in the pursuit of unauthorised gain by individuals in this country the public 
finances have often suffered great injury, and the poor natives in many instances 
very cruel oppressions. 

The toleration of perquisites is likewise detrimental to the discipline of the 
service, for even when there is only an implied permission to take them, it is not 
easy to punish abuses, as after a beginning is suffered, distinct limits are with 
. difficulty prescribed for the practic^ ; but when liberal salaries are allowed and 
accepted as a complete compensation for services, a Government can, without 
scruple, disgrace and remove from their offices all those servants who shall be 
detected in deviations from the straight line of private honour and of public 
duty. • . . 

The public credit of this Government has improved beyond the most sanguine 
hopes that I could have indulged a twelvemonfli ago. The discount upon our 
oertificates has not for some time past amotmted to one and a half per cent. , , 

I received a letter imm Mr. James Maepherson, who styles himself agent for 
the, Nabob ,of Arcot, enclosing a long remonstrance against tbe decision of this 
/•fi^emment in the succession to the late Bajah of Tanjore. I enclose a copy of 
. to Mr* Maerteson^ which wiB 1 tmst mmt with your approbation. 

I am, <&c. 

GowTAnnis, 
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No. XXYL 

Eight Hon. Heney Donbas to Eaei Cobnwalus. 

[Beceive4 Aug. 1V80.3 

My DBAB LoED, WimWedon, April 3, 1780, 

With the exception of my short letter to yon of the 2 nd of March, my last 
private letter here date the 28th of February. Since that period the pnblio joy 
and Batisfaction has gone on -uninterruptedly, by the complete recovery of the 
King. He is now perfectly well, and the Government going forward with un- 
bounded popularity in its former channel. Opposition— in character, spirits, and 
everthing else — lower than we ever knew them at any period. . . . 

The conduct of the business of the Guntoor Oircar is entirely to my satisfac- 
tion. It is needless to remark to you that the acquiescence of the Nizam in your 
measures for the recovery of that province is no satisfactory proof of Ms good 
temper on the occasion. The treaty of 17G8, by which he surrendered those 
Circars, has always been with him matter of sincere mortification, and the finish- 
ing stroke which is now given to the objects of that treaty cannot be pleasant to 
the Nizam. The only practical conclusion I mean to draw from this circumstance 
is to observe, what has undoubtedly occurred to yourself, that the acquiescence 
of ihe Nizam, or any apparent good humour on his part, must never disarm our 
jealousy so far as to produce remissness of attention either to his movements or to 
those of Tippoo and the Marattas. . 4 . 

At present we seem justly warranted to conclude that our own internal pros- 
perity, aided by our alliances upon the Continent, Joined to the derangement in 
the Government of France, leave us no room to apprehend any bad effects from 
the* exertions of European rivals, . , . 

Salsette is, I think, of very considerable difficulty. ... I shall at present 
only observe upon that subject that I am very far from feeling disposed to a sur- 
render of it, without a very ample compensation in the shape of annual revenue. 
The principle I entertain upon that subject is shortly this : I am not fox engaging 
in another Maratta war, for the purpose of enlarging our territories upon the 
western side of India ; at the same time it is obviously our interest to make the 
most we can of the possessions we have, or even to enlarge by negotiations, if we 
can, the possessions wo have in that quarter, for in no given state of our Indian 
empire is it |X)ssible for us to he without a large military establishment in the West 
of Hindostan, A respectable force in that quarter is essential to our interest, both 
on the coast and in Bengal. I need not tell you how inconvenient it. must ever 
be to supply the moans of keeping up that establishment from the treasuries of 
Bengal or Madras, and of course how desirable it must be to have a revenue nearly 
adequate, if possible, for the supply of the establishment so to be maintained at 
Bombay and its neighbourhood. These few suggestions will convey to you the 
full extent of my reasoning upon Salsetto, and every other western possession in 
India, and you can have no difficulty of applying that reasoning to any specula- 
tion you may at any time entertain upon the subject. Another consideration 
must necessarily enter into every delibetarion upon this subject ; I mean the 
danger of any European rival getting possession of »y positions which m 
may abandon, and which positions, although of little ''moment in the possession 
of naMve powers, might prove truly inocttwient'' ;!f 'in the 'possession of any 
European statO'. ' ’ ' i , , 

lorn seem p the po^eailoh of Wil<^rry ,ihote lightly than I have been 
'icnniteMaed to 'eo»ider li 'tlppn' shi 'i’lbint' you must naturally suppose I 



558 


LORD CORNWALLIS, 


App. No. XXVI. 


must think loosely, and rest solely upon the information of others. But my 
conversations with veiy intelligent oflScers, who either do know, or pretend to 
know, the situation of that part of India, has led me to conceive that a military 
post, with a respectable force at Tcllicherry, was a very essential object, with a 
view of controlling the operations of Tippoo. As to all this, however, you may 
suppose I speak with the most perfect dubiety. I think I perceive great good 
sense in the siigg(‘stion of stationing a respectable body of troops on the sea line, 
and within the frontiers of the l?ravancore country, and if the alternative was 
whether that position, or one at Tellicherry, was most eligible, I would certainly 
prefer that on the frontiers of Travancore, but I cannot helji, till better instructed 
by you, feeling that the one idea is a corroboration of the other ; in short, if no 
material objection occurs against it, and the expense of it is not too burdensome, 
a chain of military posts along the western coast of India must add great sectirity 
to our Indian empire. But, after all I have said, we are, you may believe, 
perfectly disposed to acquiesce in your judgment after full consideration, and if 
either by negotiation or otherwise you shall be of ojunion to act upon different 
principles, there is little doubt of your obtaining our acquiescence. 

As to the French, I think it unnecessary to trouble you with much discussion 
upon them. It would be childish not to suppose they are mortified by the 
prospect they have of the advantages resulting from the footing we have gained 
in India, but I trust, before their own domestic concerns will enable them to 
indulge themselves in foreign speculations, our seouiity will be too strongly 
riveted to be shaken by anything they can do. . . , 

I always thought your despatches too desponding upon the object of supplying, 
or at least aiding the China investment, by means of the trade and other resources 
of Bengal, but I think you have of late made considerable exertions towards that 
object, and I am positive the idea, perscveringly followed up, will work its own 
way at length ; and I am saiisdod that by the export of British manufactures and 
BengaUommodities to China, a sufficient fund will at last be found in China for 
answering the purposes of that valuahlo trade which is now carried on bcitwcen 
Great Britain and China. I agree with you that the opium of Bengal is impro- 
perly diverted to Bencoolon, or any other place, if it can be rendered subservient 
to the China investment. . . . 

My prejudices were once as strong against the claims of the Nabob’s private 
creditors as any that you can entertain, and the feelings of all my colleagues at 
the Board were the same ; against many of thorn the prejudice still remains, but 
from the time we examined the whole subject to the bottom, which wo did in the 
most laborious manner, wo became perfectly satisfied that every consideration of 
wisdom and policy suggested the propriety of the arrangement of the 9th of 
December, 1784. We remain of the same opinion still ; and the arrangement 
having been mMe under the sanction of our authority, it is our duty fairly and 
hand fide to see to the execution of it. I perfectly approve of every step you have 
taken to check the petulance of the creditors, and to support the authority of the 
Madras Government. . . . 

, I heoome every day more and more sensible of the difficulty of supplying our 
settlements in India with good governors and councillors; as yet no successor is 
iippointed to succeed S|r Archibald Campbell, and I am perfectly aware of the 
^tenfenienoe that may,; arise upon the departure of Sir ArohibaH Campbell, 
II' fqr granted took, place in the month of January last. The truth is, 
what to do or what to suggest to the Court of Directors. When 
went out he not ^od-humoured, about- some trtosactions 
and, feom what he said' before Ms departure, 1 took m impres- 
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sion tliat, altlioiigh* agi'-eeaWe to iiis promise, he proceeded to Bombay, lie would 
go no farther, but take the first opiiortunity of returning. I myself bad no 
personal acquaintance with General Medows, but, from liis cliaracter, was veiy 
eager for bis appointment ; but if it ends abruptly, as 1 have apprebencled, it will 
certainly have proved an unfortunate measure. Tbe appointments you inform me 
of bis having made immediately on Ms arrival at Bombay are most unfortunate ; 
no account of them bas yet come officially borne, but they must soon and will 
produce tbe efibots wbicb you have detailed in tbe very friendly and becoming 
letter wbicb you wrote to him upon tbe occasion. Tins is tbe more to be appre- 
bended from tbe circumstance of some wrangling having begun between him and 
the Court of Directors about tbe time of bis sailing, and I cannot help suspecting 
they will not bo mucli displeased at having an o])portumty of finding fault. We 
expect every day to bear from Medows, and will then be at a certainty as to bis 
intentions of remaining in India. If it is bis choice to remain, we will of course 
support bis appointment to Madras, and that of Abercrombie to Bombay ; and 
beyond that there is no immediate necessity for deciding. Although personally 
unac(|uainted with Colonel Fox, I am no stranger to bis character, but I do not 
see bow it is possible to get the boiler of the objection you state arising from his 
military rank ; besides that, although Colonel Fox is himself a ^ood politician, 
there is an awkwardness in selecting for so high and confidential a situation the 
brother of tbe great loader of tbe party opposed to our political system respecting 
India. I am far from staling those things as implying a decision upon the point, 
but they are certainly sufficient to satisfy you that there arc great difficulties in 
tbe business. 

With regard to your own council, youll perceive that Sir John Maepberaon 
bas resigned, and Mr. Speke is appointed to succeed bim. I brougbi forward to 
the chairman the name of Mr. Duncan, bnt Bpeke was very strongly supported in 
t}4e Court of Directors, llis character stands exceedingly fair upon the records, 
and Mr. Duncan was so far down on the list of servants, that it would have been 
Imprudent to have struggled for his a])pDintment upon the present occasion, but 
as in your letter of the 4th of November, to which I am now replying, you have 
permitted mo to urge his merits in your name, 1 shall flatter myself there will bo 
no dilliculty in procuring for him the apxjoiutmoni of a provisional successor to 
Mr. Shore, or whatever vacancy shall first bajpen. If there is a difficulty, it will 
arise from the pretensions of Mr. Cowper, whom you mention, and whoso father 
and brother, and other connexions, are exceedingly urgent in his behalf. His 
claim from seniority, and being at the head of the Board of llevenue, is certainly 
a strong one. I stated to his brother that the objection to him was not in point 
of character, for that you had done him justice in mentioning him, but that the 
objection arose from the misfortuno attending his eyesight. This they oh tbe 
other hand represent as a mere temporary illness, and complain of tbe hardship 
of ever disgracing bim by setting aside Bis pretensions in favour of so young a 
servant. We must manage it tbo best way we can ; but after tbe character you 
have given of Mr. Duncan, I shall bo very eager for bis appomtment. Due 
attention shall be paid to what you say respecting Mx. Larkins, and Mr. Charles 
tl»nt» 

1 fully enter into all foil say upon the. ttpedieney of lessening tbe expenses 
of the different sottlcmeats of India necessary te he supplied from Ilcngal, and I 
have long entertained -sentimente aimllar tO' respecting tbe civil establish- 

.teent of Bombay, , and I frequently to- my ooEeagnes at the Board 

of 0ontrol j and' I' do not 'btMoyO' .hi' V|i«lity :of opinion among us. At 
'ite' same Utm m, we.agfea on, all h^nd«;.that‘tbf military establishments -at 
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Bombay must be kept up, I doubt much if all the saying which could be made 
by the reduction of the civil part of the establishment is inducement enough to 
bring forward at present the discussion of that subject with the Court of Directors, 
especially as the near approach of the period of the expiration of their charter will 
give an opportunity to consider and arrange every proposition of that kind. I 
will probably take occasion before long to write to you more at large, in pursuance 
of the idea I have now suggested. 

I am much pleased with the particulars you state in your letter of the 10th of 
November with respect to the Nizam. The vakeel he proposes to send to you, as 
mentioned by Mr. Kennaway, may produce good consequences, and cannot, in my 
conception, produce any bad ones ; it is so very essential to our interest to detach 
him from all other Indian connexions, and to unite him in the closest connexion 
and dependence upon our protection, that there is no alliance fonned upon that basis 
to which you may not expect our concurrence. Notbiog could be more eligible 
than a body of troops , stationed, as you mentioned, at Adoni ; so forcibly does 
that idea strike my mind, I do not think it possible that with a strong body of 
troops stationed there, and another stationed within the confines of Travancore, 
and those co-oi>erating with the various stations and cantonments of our troops in 
the Carnatic — I say with such a concatenation, so judiciously arranged, 1 can 
scarcely think Tippoo, with all his power, would dare to attack us ; and if he did, 
he would certainly repent his rashness. 

I shall now close this letter, which has run to a greater length than I in- 
tended, but I feel a satisfaction in writing to you free from the formality of 
official correspondence ; and as I am deejdy interested in the various scenes in 
which you are now engaged, I cannot refrain from suggesting to you my senti- 
ments upon the different topics as they occur to me. 

Believe me, &c., 

Henby Dijkdas. 

F.B. — I have communicated this to Mr. Pitt. 


No. XXVIL 

Minute of the Govbenob-Genebal. 

Sept. 18, W89. 

The great ability displayed in Mr. Shore’s minute, which introduced the 
proportions for the settlement, the uncommon knowledge which he has mani- 
fested of every part of the revehue system of this country, the liberality and 
Mmess of his arguments and clearness of his style, give me an opportunity, 
which my personal esteem and regard for him, and the obligation I owe him as a 
public man, for bis powerful assistance in every branch of the business of this 
Government, must ever render peculiarly gratifying to me the duty of recording 
my highest respect for bis talents, my warmest sense of his public* spirited prin«T 
4ples, which, in an impaired state of health, could alone have supported him in 
executing a work of such extraordinary labour ; and, lastly, my general approba^ 
tion of the greatest' part of bis plan. 

1 am confident, bowcw, that Mr. Shore, firom bis natural candour, as well as 
the public at; large, will readily admit, that deeply interested as I must feCl 
mys»f ptosjperitir of this coutrfery, it would be unjustifiable in me to 

take any rearfmportocse.. mm the snaaostion even of the most oanable 
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adviser, without seriously weighing it in my ,own mind, and endeavonring to 
reconcile the propriety of it to my own conviction. 

Impressed with those sentiments, I am called upon by a sense of indispensable 
duty to declare that 1 cannot bring myself to agree with Mr. Shore in the altera- 
tion which he now proposes to make in the 2nd Eesolution of leaving out the 
notiiicatiori to the landholders, that if the settlement shall be approved by the 
Court of Directors it will become permanent, and no further alteration of the 
jiimma take place at the expiration of the ten years. 

When the Court of Directors determined to retain in their own bands the 
right of confirming or arnnilling the settlement at the expiration of a given term, 
they undoubtedly acted with becoming wisdom and caution. 

Tlie power of making a i)er])otual and irrevocable settlement of a great empire, 
•without being subject to the revision of the controlling authority at home, would, 
in my opinion, have been too great to delegate to any distant Grovernment. I 
cannot, however, believe that they would have held out the flattering hopes of a 
permnnent settlement, which alone, in my judgment, can make the country 
nourish, and secure happiness to the body of inhabitants, unless they had been 
predetermined to confirm the perpetuity, if they found that their servants here 
had not failed in their duty, or betrayed the important trust that had been 
reiioscd in tbcn\. Nothing 1 am persuaded but our expressing doubts and fears 
can make them hesitate ; and as T have a clear conviction in my own mind of the 
utility of the system, I shall think it a duty 1 owe to them, to my country, and 
to humanity, to recommend it must earnestly to the Court of Directors to lose no 
time in declaring the permanency of the settlement, provided they discover no 
material objection or error, and not to postpone for ten years the commencement 
of the prosperity and solid improvement of the country. 

Mr. Rhoro has most ably, and, irf my oxnnion, most successfully, in his minute 
dclivewid in June last, argued in favour of the rights of the isomindars to the pro- 
|Kn*ty of the soil. But 'if the value of permanency is to be withdrawn from the 
sotthnuont now in agitation, of what avail will the power of his arguments be to 
the ^oniindars, for whose rights bo has contended? '"fhey are now to have their 
property in farm for a lease of ten years, provided they will pay us good rent for 
ft, and this property is then to bo again assessed, at whatever rent the Government 
of this <M)Uiitry may at that time tliink ])roper to impose. In any part of the 
world, where the value of property is known, would not such a concession of a 
right of property in the soil bc^ called a cruel mockery ? 

In a cotmiry where the landlord has a permanent property in the soil it will 
be worth his while to encourage his tenants who hold his farm in lease to improve 
that proprty ; at any rate he will make such an agreement with them as will 
prevent tlmir destroying it/ But when tiho lord of the soil himself, the rightful 
owner of the land, is only to become the farmer for a lease of ten years, and if he 
is then to be exposed to the demand of a new rent, which may perhaps he dictated 
by ignorance or rapacity, what hopes can there bo, I will not say of imprhvement, 
but of proventing desolation ? Will it not be his interest, during the early part 
of that term, to extract fhom the estate every possible advantage for himself; and 
if nay future hopes of a pormaneut settlement w thep held out, to exMHt his 
toads at the end of it in a state of ruin ? 

, ^ ^ Altlpugh, Imwever, I am not only of opirtoa 'that the zemindars have the best 
ripit, but from being p«uaded that nofWng.poUld ’be so' ruinous to the public 
toter^t'Ui that the 'toud ''should bO' property' mf Government, 

, I" amhlso oouTtetd'iiftiV',toillag' "im zemindars, it would be 

tm' ito 'f 60 d;to graut'a of property in the soil to them', 'or 
; I* /' ' ' ' , 2 0 
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to persons of otlier descriptions. , I think it unnecessary to enter into any dis- 
cussion of the grounds upon which their right appears to be founded. 

It is the most eifectiial naode for promoting the general improvement of the 
country, which I look upon as. the important object for our present con- 
sideration. 

I may safely assert that one-third of the Company's territory in Hinclostan is 
now a jungle inhabited only by wild beasts. Will a ten years' lease induce any 
proprietor to clear away that jungle, and encourage the ryots to come and culti- 
vate his lands, when at the end of that lease he must either submit to be taxed 
ad lihitum for the newly-cultivated lands, or lose all hopes of deriving any benefit 
from his labour, for which perhaps by that time he will hardly be repaid ? 

I must own that it is clear to my mind that a much more advantageous tenure 
will be necessary to incite the inhabitants of this country to make those exertions 
which can alone effect any substantial improvement. 

The habit which the zemindars have fallen into of subsisting by annual expe- 
dients has originated, not in any constitutional imperfection in the people them- 
selves, but in the fluctuating measures of Government ; and I cannot therefore 
admit that a period of ten years will bo considered by the generality of people as 
a term nearly equal in estimate to perpetuity. 

By the prudent landholders it will not, whatever it may be by proprietors of 
a contrary description. It would be unwise, therefore, to deny the former the 
benefit of a permanent system, because the mismanagement of the latter will not 
allow them to derive the same advantage from it. 

It is for the interest of the Rtate that the landed property should fall into the 
hands of the most frugal and thrifty class of people, who will improve their 
lands and protect the ryots, and thereby promote the general prosperity of the 
country. 

If there are men who will not follow this line of conduct when an opportunity 
is afforded them by the enaction of good laws, it surely is not inconsistent with 
justice, policy, or humanity, to say that the sooner their bad management 
obliges them to part with their property to the more industrious, the better for 
the State. 

It is immaterial to Government what individual possesses the land, provided 
he cultivates it, protects the ryots, and pays the public revenue. 

The sbort-sighted policy of having recourse to annual expedients can only he 
corrected by allowing those who adopt it to suffer the consequences of it, leaving 
to them at the same time the power of obviating them, by pursuing the opposite 
line of conduct. 

Mr. Shore has stated hut two positive objections to the latter part of the 
2nd Kesolution. The first is, that if, after the notification that the settlement, 
if approved by the Court of Bireetors, will he declared permanent, the Court of 
Directors should not declare the permanency, the confidence of the natives in 
general will he shaken, and that those who relied on the confirmation will be dis- 
appointed, and conclude that it was meant to deceive them. 

I can only say, in answer to this objection, that I cannot believe any people to 
he m unreasonable as to accuse Government of a breach of Mth, and an intention 
h) deceive them, for not doing what Government in express terms assure them it 
, wt their power to promise to do, m it must depend upon the approbation of 

effect of the notification will, to my opinion, be to encourage , the 
tW Goyernm^dt -asks, m wishes &r^a fair r«t, lest by 
endeav0ffi^;^,|d hie- toows ou^tia jUfiiace tp py,he Aotod 
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forget that greatest of all blessings, a real property, and to stmiiilate him to more 
exertion in liis cultivation. 

Bui sripposing even for a moment that the declaration would be received in 
the sense apprehended, and that the iseniindars were to act under a conviction 
that it was well founded, let us examine tlie nature <>f these acts, and whether the 
consequences of them would be such as to shake the confidence of the natives, or 
to operate otherwise in any respect but advantageously to themselves. The acts 
alluded to must of course be such as arc calculated to promote the improvement 
of the country, as the assisting the ryots with money, the refraining from 
exactions, and ilie foregoing small temjiorary advantages for future permanent 
profits. Such acts must ultimately redound to the benefit of the zemindars, and 
ought to he performed by them, were the settlement intended to be concluded for 
ten years only, or even to l>e made annually^ 

But this provident conduct cannot he expected from them so long as they have 
auy grounds for aj)prehending that their land, when improved, may be committed 
to the management of the officers of Government, or made over to a farmer. 

Should the zemindars, therefore, misconstrue the meaning of the declaration, 
and act in consequence of that misapprehenBion, they would find themselves 
enriched by the error ; and this result, instead of tending to shake their con- 
fidence in Government, miglit teach them an useful lesson, from which they would 
profil/ umler any system of management. I shall further observe on this argument, 
that it is foiuKled on a supposition that when the zemindars arc convinced that the 
demand of Government on their lands is fixed they will adopt measures for the 
improvement of them, which they will not have recourse to so long as thsit 
demand is liable to occasional variation, and consequently strongly points out the 
expediency of a permanent settlement, and declaring to the landliolders as soon as 
possible that the conclusion of a permanent settlement with them is the object of 
the Legislature in England, as soon as it <^n be effected upon fair and equitable 
torn IB, 

second objection is, the doubt of its being expedient that the permanency 
should be declared. 

Mr. Bhore says we cannot pronounce absolutely upon the success of our 
measures without experience. I must ask, what are these measures, on the 
success of which there can he no doubt ? or what is the experience that is wanting, 
and what, by delaying a pomianont settlement for a few years, would probably be 
improved ? 

There is nothing now in this plan, except the great advantages which are 
given to the zemindars, talookdars, aud ryots, on one side, and the additional 
security which the Company has against losses by balances, from the value of 
the land, which Is to be sold to make - them good, being greatly increased, on 
the other. By what probable, I may even say possible, means is such a plan 
to fail? 

I undewtimd the word permauenoy to extend to the jumma only, and not to 
the details of the settlement ; for many regulations will certainly be hereafter 
» w«ary, for the further security of the ryots in particular, and even of those 
taloolidars, who, to my concern, must still remain in some degree of dependence 
on the zomfiidors ; but these can only bo made by Government occasionally, as 
abus« occur ; and I will voritoe to assort that either now or ten years hence, or 
at any given period^ it is impossibk for htimsa W'isdom and foresight to form any 
' plan 'that will not require jmeh attention regulation, and I must add that, if 
, '«oh a thing mi |)0isibl% I do not belleTO fet It will be easy to find a man more 

,'Oapt.bJi of ,4oi^ Mr* 
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I cannot, however, admit that such regulations can in any degree affect the 
rights which it is now proposed to confirm to the sjemindars, for I never will allow 
that in any country Government can l^e said to invade the rights of a aiihject, 
when they only require, for the benefit of the State, that he shall accept of a 
reasonable equivalent for the surrender of a real or supposed right, which in his 
hands is detrimental to the general interest of the public, or when they prevent 
his committing cruel oppressions upon his neighbours, or upon his own 
dependents. 

The Court of Directors have given us a general idea of the amount of the land 
revenue finm Bengal and Bahar, with which they will be satisfied. If we honestly 
and faithfully make a settlemeiii equal, and even heyond tlieir expectations, in 
point of revenue, and at the same time calculated in its outlines to promote the 
prosperity, happiness, and wealth of their subjects, what reason can wo have to 
apprehend that tlajy will not declare its ]>ennaiiency ? 

From t,ho constitution of our ostahliHhnients in this country it almost amounts 
to an impossibility that at any period the same Oov<'Tnment, the same boards, or 
the same collectors, shoubi coniintu* for near the space of ton yvarn ; upon what 
grounds tlien are tlie Court of Directors to look for more knowhslge and iiseful 
experience at the expiration of that term and und<‘r all eoutingoncies that may 
bo reasonably expected to occur V I cannot avoid declaring my firmest conviction 
that if those provinces are lot upon lease for that period only, they will find at tim 
end of it a ruined and impoverished (Country, and thkt more difiioiiltics will bo 
experienced than even this Govennnent have had to enanmtor. 

In regard to the 4th itesolution respecting guiigos, ha/.ars, t%c. drc., Mr. 8hr>re 
has proposedthai for the present they Hhall be placed under the managcmiout of 
the collectors, 1 will nut at this time enter at largo upon that (|tU‘Htion, fur i feel 
very sensible how important it m that the orders fur Qm liahar settlement HhouUl 
be transmitted to the colhiciors of that district, wlthoiit losing a mlmite’s lime 
unnecessarily, andl shall soon have an opportunity of dedivering my semtimonts 
fully upon it when the Bengal sottlcment comes under our consideratican 

I must, however, observe that of the six rererena’S which are prcqjoscd to Ijc 
made to the collectors, I cannot me the smallest use in any of them, except tlm 
last, which goes to idm ex^jodiency of the mcaBure. 

As to the question of right, I cannot conceive that any (tovermnent in their 
senses would ever have delegated our authorised right to any of their gubjeofes to 
iinposo arbitrary hixes on the mtemal oommereo of the country . It certainly has 
been an abuse that has crept In either through the lu’^gllgenee of the Mogul 
governors, who wore careless and Ignorant of all mattowof trade, or, what is more 
probable, oonnivaoco of the Mussulman aumil, who tolerated the extortion of the 
Ssemindar, that he might again plunder him in his turn. 

But be that as it may, the right has been too long esiablished or tolerated to 
allow a just Government to take it away without indemnifying the proprietor 
from any loss. And I never heard that, in the most free Stele, if an imlivfdiml 
possested a right that was incompatible with tlia public welfare, the Beglslature 
, toad^ any scruple of taking it from him,, provided they gave him a fair equiviii«t. 
'tte t»se of the late Duke of Athol, who a tew years ago itarted very unWttllngly 
.with;lhe soy«eignty of the Isle of Man, appears to me'to be exactly In pedni . 

,,1 apes with Mr. Shore that there woute be' a degree of absurtllty'te Gororii* 
into^ their own hands tb# guhgcs, wliich m annexed to' 

, rights, and', leaving the sam0,'abu'i®^-,«istteg'''in' 'those ttMi' Wong 

possessions I tot to»itod'ol‘teat:iogth# teniatr on that 
acoouhri’' I I’Ateild, most undhubtodly take away Ac 'kttor* tocurinis to Ac. 
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prietors a liberal and ample equivalent for all siicb duties as ‘were not raised in 
absolute and direct violation of the orders of Government. 

There are, however, several articles in what are called the Sayer collections 
with which Government has no occasion to interfere, and which may very well 
be loft in the hands of the proprietors. 


No. XXVIII. 

This Goverkoe-Geneeal m Cotooil to 0. W. Malet, Esq. 

SlB, Poona, Dec. 18 , lYSS. 

I have received since the date of my last letter your letters dated the 23rd 
and 30th of October, and 6th and 12th ultimo, and the distinct account of your 
late conferences with the Mahratta Ministers, as well as the manner in which 
you have treated the subjects that were under negotiation, have given me entire 
satisfaction. 

I am willing to consider the apologies and explanations which hTana Eumavese 
has given in respect to the business of Gingcra as an atonement for those parts of 
the conduct of the Mahraitas, of which I have already comi>lained ; but the indeli- 
cacy with which they acted in making an attempt upon that place without pre- 
viously communicating their design to you, and the inattention which tliey have 
hitherto shown to my recommendation in favour of Balloo Meah and bis brother, 
render it expedient fo make them feel an inconvenience from their forcing me to 
behave to them with a certain degree of coldness and reserve. . . . 

You may state to them that a regard for my own character, and for the duties 
of my public station, obliges me to take more previous precautions in my trans- 
actions witli tliem than in my own opinion is proper between Governments who 
possess a mutual friendship for each other, and whose interests are so intimately 
connected ; that I must therefore decline coming to any determination whether I 
can think myself authorised to renew my former declaration regarding Gingera, 
until I shall he perfectly satisfied that a lihoxal provision has been made for the 
rightful owners of it. . , . 

1 must likewise desire that you will take the first favourable opportunity that 
oflbrs to discuss the grounds upon which we have demanded the restitution of 
boats and vessels belonging to persons living under tbe protection of the Company 
tliat have been seized at dificrent times on tbo Mahratta coasts, and after mAing 
my acknowledgments for the friendly manner in which Kana gave you assurances 
tl» rough JBehroo Punt, that all the boats which had been stopped at different times 
should be immediately restored, and that efTectual means should be taken to 
prevent a repetition of similar injuries in future, you are to give Mm to under- 
stand in the clearest terms that, although 1 shall always entertain a proper seme 
of every mark of friendship and confidence in the Poona Government, yet that in 
the present instance the right of the Company to demand 'Complete security for 
the persons and property of their- subjects, tod all -others living under their pro- 
,tectian, is so perfectly ettablished by pubjfio/sipulations^.that I could look upon 
the dditeate seiisure or detention of the property "Or persom of people of that 
'description by mj Mahwita' Sub|ecte,, wi&. the ^nctioti of their own Government, 
la no -o&er light' tbm 'that of of-Pe treaty of 1776 ; and for the pxtr- 
iwovorM®’ wWiier of any interferenco 
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with Sciiidia, you may add, that althongh I have not hitherto thought it necessary 
to desire to know the sentiments of Madajee Scindia, who is guarantee of our 
treaties with the Mahratta State, yet I am confident that on the point in question 
he would be ready to admit our right to be clear and indisputable. 

It will always he with great reluctance that I shall make use of menacing 
expressions to a power which we have reason to believe is sincerely disposed to 
live in general terms of amity with us, hut as forhearance on our part beyond 
certain bounds would not only be unjust to the subjects and dei)endcnts of the 
Company, hut might also encourage the Mahrattas to become inattentive in future 
to similar representations, you may take occasion to hint in plain terms to the 
Minister that in the event of any more of our vessels being seized or detained hy 
the Mahratta officers, and of redress being refused, or unreasonably delayed hy the 
Pesliwa’s Ministers, you know it to he my deteimination to take effectual means 
for procuring an indemnification for ourselves. , , , 

Although amongst other external marks of respect we have hitherto submitted 
to the humiliating ceremonial of presenting nuzzers to the Princes of the house of 
Timur, I doubt much whether that practice is cither politic or necessary ; hut, far 
from admitting a similar claim from the Peshwa, 1 expect that all the Princes of 
this country, except those of the Eoyal Family, shall hohituate themselves to 
consider the English Eesidents at their respective courts as the x^eprosentatives of 
a Government at least equal in power and dignity to their own, and consequently 
entitled to claim an exemption from those marks of submission which are exacted 
from inferior states as well as from all their own subjects. I therefore highly 
approve of your having declined, previous to yoixr communicating with Captain 
Kennaway, to present a mzzor with your own hands to the Peshwa, and I must 
likewise desire that you will never, oven throxxgh the medium of one of your 
servants, agree to place yourself in so degrading a situation, as it will tend to 
lessen the dignity of the British Government in the eyes of the other Powers of 
this country, 

I conceive it to be very consistent with tho finesse and cunning of the Brahmin 
character to throw out hints occasionally of their intention to send ambassadors to 
England, without actually having any idea of carrying the design into execution, 
hut, ouly with the hopes of rendering this Government more pliant from an appre- 
hension that negotiattm of any points on which difficulties arise may he carried 
from hence into anotlw channel* 

I can in reality have not the. smallest objection to their sending an embassy^ to 
England upon any other ground than that of the probability of ite becoming in 
sqme degree troublesome and embarrassing to the King and his Ministers, and 
also,. of its proving the cause of considerable expense to the Company. 

X desire, however, that you will, on every occasion when the subject may be 
mentioned by the Mahratta Ministe, treat it in an unaffected manner as a 
measure on which I am entirely indifferent ; and you may in the same style assure 
that when they resolve to carry it into execution I shall be happy to do 
eyenything.in my .power to render the passage of their envoys as expeditious and 
.conveniient a» possiblq. ^ 

.'Should they, 'Contrary to all likelihood,^, actually determine to send an embassy, 
be. my desire to give. them ev<^''poaslWe .assistance j but in .any event 
in conw 'pf pohtersation to'opprtunlty to inform them that* 

hoine.*,.it, i^ould* my 

\ ^^ ^^^^|hdii8pewbiy Ihr A# 't>;;ainflpy mw. Pf mnh as their am^ 
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Directors of the Company, would suppose tliem to he in earnest if they professed 
to have entrusted the negotiation of points of conseq^uence to their interests to 
any other persons than such as have been hom subjects, and are known to hold a 
distinguished rank in the Mahi*atta State. . . . 

There appear to be several objections at present to our contracting separate 
engagements with the Nizam, and it seems also extremely doubtful whether we 
could derive any benefit from engaging in new treaties of any kind with his 
Highness, even in conjunction with the Mahrattas, though that measure might in 
some points of view be less exceptionable. . . * 

It will be necessary that you should be particularly guarded in your manner 
when you appear to show more attention than formerly to any of their propositions 
for a closer union than at present subsists between the two Governments ; but 
should Behroo Punt or Nana renew such conversations as they have frequently 
held with you on this subject, I should wish that you would, as proceeding 
entirely from yourself, and as being induced to it from a desire to increase the 
good understanding between them and the Company, show a disposition to trans- 
mit to me any detailed plan that the Minister should arrange for entering into 
new agreements for the purpose of promoting the mutual benefit of both nations, 
only remarking as a friend, in the course of the discussions, that you do not 
think that it would he advisable in us to enter into a stipulation similar to that 
which we have contracted with the Nizam to furnish a certain number of troops 
when required at a fixed rate of expense, because the settlement of the account, 
which is simple, with his Highness, from our being able to deduct the expense of 
the troops from the peshciish due by the Company for the northern circars, 
might furnish ground for much altercation with the Mahrattas, from thediSculty 
of their allotting a: and indd|)endent fund for that purpose, and that you 
cannot oonoeive it to be possible ^at anything beyond a liberal and reciprocally 
advantageous System for a defensive alliance Vrould have the most distant chance 
of success. 

After having said so much, it is proper that you should know that I cannot 
bring myself to expect that Nana would make propositions of a nature to which I 
should think myself authorised to give my immediate assent, unless we should 
have reason to apprehend that we were on the eve of a rupture with Tippoo ; yet 
if they appeared upon the whole to be calculated to suit the political interests of the 
Company, I should be disi)OSGd to forward them to England with a favourable 
recommendation, and we should in the mean time bave the advantage, without 
doing any injury to them, of encouraging the Mahrattas to continue to look to our 
alliance as a primaiy object of their political pursuits. . • . 

Should the Ministers, in talking of retiring to Benares, have any other design 
in view than that of executing their avowed purpose of visiting the Holy City, 
they will soon see that their cunning will have no effect ; and that he may see in 

most distinct point of view that the pressing exigences of public affairs which 
have driven us to the necessity' of requiring painful sacrifices from him have 
originated only from caused in which he is at least equally concerned with our- 
selves, we particularly direct that you 'StriB be at pains to bring to his notice^ and 
recollection that the present contest ^has no ^sort of concern with European politics, 
mad has hot in the smallest '"degree been occasioned by disputes or altercations 
'between u» and any other European Bower 5 that, from an aversion to war,^ we 
lave d|«embled our sense of Tippoo’sMure in the performance of several stipu- 
"teiofl# of' the laat aaof several insults and injuries that he 

bainffered'fe UjS-to' the''Cd®l#i^''df %hie last three or four years ; and that we should 

of allnmkind,lf, inattentive to the dictates 
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of honour and the evident principles of political self-defence, we had tamely 
allowed an arrogant and inveterate enemy to set the laws of the most sacred 
treaties at defiance, and aggrandise and prepare himself to act in a short time 
with more efficacy against ourselves hy the destruction of a neiglibonr and faithful 
ally, whom we were bound hy the most solemn engagements to protect and 
defend, without making a manly effort at the present juncture to curb his inso- 
lence, and to exact signal rei)aration for the many injuries that wo and our allies 
have sustained from him. 

As an additional means of encouraging the Nabob to submit to some temporary 
inconvenience, and of reconciling him to the arrangements that have been directed, 
you will also state to him the satisfactory grounds on which he may found rea- 
sonable expectations, that should our aims and those of our allies be completely 
successful in the present war, Ms HighneSs’s family and subjects might thep. look 
forward to the prospect of enjoying the' blessing of peace for a long series of years 
to come. ' , ' ' 

. The Rajhh of Tanjore having also failed iu' the most fiagrant manner in the 
performance of his engagements to the Nabob and the Gompany, the balance now 
due, and the punotttality of future payments must, be secured to the Company by 
your taking posseSto of the management of Ms coiilhtry and revenues in the 
same manner, ■and for the same reasons, aS Aose which have olipd^ns MAtithorise 
■you to posses^ ycntfifeelyes of the 

though. upon>-u$' fOr.de&6^:!^d Indu^nnoe!' 

equal to his Slghhess^^s; we dimdtthat in ■bhr Instructions hu ekecution 

ydu shall take the greatest' care to treat him Ms family with every possible 

degiue of decency, moderation, and justice. , 

We cannot conclude this disagreeable subject without again recommending in 
the most earnest manner that your own behaviour to the Nabob of Arcot aPd the 
Rajah ^ of iahjoi?#' may be uniformly calculated to soften the effect of iti^iires 
which' ln;thenisclw will at first bo unpalatable, and that you may be particularly 
; careful to make a .‘Selection of Company’s servants for.cahrying them into Oxecu- 
'/tion, who, from their 'known 'characters ibr, honour, 'Integrity^' and mildpw O'f 
/ manner^ may afford you good grounds to, believe" that they arS' suff^entlj^ qua- 
lified, to fulfil our i»atruetions.;aud'Cxpectat|<ms 'v ' . 

Mve' the honour, 


\Th& Appendix mxt Wmwc.] 







